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elephant by name Ashwathaman, and 
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CHAPTER Í. 
DRONABHISHEKA PARVA. 


Having saluted the Supreme Deity (Nara- Dhritarastra said :— 
yanajand the highest of all male beings oO E ate é re 
Nara and also the Goddess of Learning oA Bhisma BF ewald, the high 
. ane oy might, what di 
(Sarasvati), let us cry “Sticcess’’ ! the Kurus, goaded by Denn eas t 


Janamejaya said :— 10. When that unconquerable and high- 
1—2. Heating that his sire Devavrata | Souled hero was slain, what, for sooth, did 
of unequalled might, energy, sturdiness, | the Kurus,deep down into the sea of sorrow, 
prowess dnd vigour, had been slain by | 90? 
Sikhandin the son of Panchala, O Brah- 11. Verily, O Sanjaya, the innumerable 
minical sage, what did the very powerful] and excellent army of the high-souled 
monarch Dhritarastra with eyes blinded | sons of Pandu, can strike the worlds with 
with fast-falling tears, do? keenest apprehension. 

3 His son, O worshipful one, desired} 12. Therfore, O Sanjaya, recount to me 
to obtain monarchy after having defeated | what the kings did, when Devavrata, the 
the mighty warriors, the sons of Pandu, | foremost of the Kurus, had been slain. 
through the assistance of Bhisma, Drona, Sanjaya said :— 


13., Hear, O monarch, with singleness 
of mind, the words, falling from my lips, 
regarding what your sons did when Devas 
vrata had fallen. 


14—15. O monarch, when Bhisma of 
invincible prowess had been slain, your 
own warriors and also those of the Pandava 
host, began to think of the duties of the 
Kshatriya sect; and, O lord of men, at the 
thought,they wondered and were delighted ; 
and in obedience to their sectarian duties, 
they bowed down to the illustrious Bhisma. 


16. Then those foremost of men prepared 
for Bhisma of infinite energy a bed furnishs 
ed witha pillow, made of close-knotted 
arrows. > 

17—18. Having arranged for Bhisma's 
safety and having greeted one another, 
and with the permission of the son of 
Ganga and having circumambulated him 
and looking at each other with eyes coppery 
with anger, those Kshatriyas, goaded by 
Destiny, again issued forth for fighting 
with one another. 












4. O illustrious ascetic, tell me all that 
the foremost of the Kuru dynasty did, 
when that chief of all bowmen (Bhisma)y had 
been killed. 


Vaishampayana said :— 

5. Having heard that his sire (Bhisma) 
had been slain in battle, that rulerof men, 
Dhritarastra of the Kuru dynasty knew no 
rest of mind, being worn out with anxiety 
and sorrow. 

6. When that foremost of the Kurus 
had been thus brooding over his grief, 
there came again to him the pure-souled 
son of Gavalgani. 

7. O great king, Dhritarastra, the son of 
Ambika, then thus questioned Sanjaya who 
had that night returned from the camp to 
the city named after the elephant. 

8. Hearing of the death of Bhisma, he 
became exceedingly cheerless, and longing 
for the victory of his sons, he broke out into 
lamentations like one sorely distressed. 
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19. Then to the voice of the trumpets 32. Then like the heart of a distro sse d 


and to the roar of the drums, the army 
of your sons and that of their adversaries, 
formed in battle-array. 


30-21. When, O greatest of kings, the 
son of Janhavi (Bhisma) had fallen and 
when the greater part of the day had worn 
out, these foremost of the Bharata race, 
overpowered by the influence of their wrath, 
and having their reasons bewildered 
through fate, and neglecting the salutary 
counsel of the illustrious son of Ganga, 
came out in haste grasping their weapons. 


22. Owing to your own foolishness and 
that of your sons, and owing to the death 
of the son of Santanu, the descendants of 
the Kuru race together with all the (as- 
sembled) kings, appeared to be summoned 
by the God of death. 


23. Likea herd of goats without a herds- 
man ina wood infested with beasts of prey, 
they were exceedingly oppressed with fear, 
being deprived of Devavrata. 


24. On the fall of that foremost of the 
Bharata race, the army of the Kurus re- 
sembled the heavenly dome stripped of the 
stars, or the sky deprived of the atmos- 
phere; — 

25. Or the earth with her crops 
blighted ; or a discourse teeming with unre- 
fined expressions; or the army of the 
Asuras when in the days of yore, Vali had 
been (thoroughly) ‘humiliated, 


26. Ora charming lady deprived of her 
lord; or a stream the waters of which had 
been dried up; or a doe deprived of her 
mate, surrounded by wolves in the forests, 


27. Or the wide, extended, mountain- 
cava having its lion slain by the fabulous 
Sarava. .Or the slaughter of Janhavi’s son, 
O foremost of the Bharata race, the army 
of the Bharatas 


28. Resembled a tiny bark thrown up 
and down on the bosom of the mighty main, 
driven by the gale rushing from all sides. 
It was then greatly harassed by the powerful 
Pandava heroes of infallible aims. 


-29. Then that host, with its elephants, 
horses and car-warriors, was much dis- 
tressed, and exceedingly jeopardised and 
rendered helpless and terror-stricken. 


30. Then, in that army, bereft of 
Devavrata, the kings and the (common) 
soldiers, individually struck with panic, 
seemed to be sinking into the nethermost 
regions, 

3%. Thereafter the Kouravas remem- 

¢ rna, who was equal to Devavrata 
himself, and who was the foremost of all 
wielders of weapons, and resplendent like 
a guest. 


| 


person looking. for a friend, their hearts 
turned towards him (Karna); and, O 
Bharata, the kings then broke ont into ex- 
clamations saying, “O Karna, O Karna,” 


33—35. "That son of Radha, that bene- 
factor of ours, that progeny of Suta, he 
that will sacrifice his life in battle, that one 
of illustrious renown with his followers and 
friends, has refrained from fighting these ten 
days; summon him without delay. ‘That 
foremost of men, that hero of mighty arms, 
Karna, had been reckoned by Bhisma as 
only an Ardharatha, in the presenceof all the 
Kshatriyas, during. the tale of car-warriors 
of valour and prowess, in spite of his being 
equal to two Maharathas. 


36. Indeed in that enumeration of 
Rathas and Ativathas, Karna was thus 
reckoned,—Karna who is the foremost (of all 
fighters), who is held in “high respect by the 
heroes, and who would dare give battle even 
to Yama, Kuvera, Varuna, and Indra. 

37. Out of wrath (excited by this classi- 
fication of himself) he had thus addressed, 
O king, the son of Ganga :—'O Kourava, 
{ will not fight so long as you live; 


38. If you shall slay in battle the sons 
of Pandu, O you of Kuru’s race, | will 
retire into the woods with the permission of 
Duryodhana. 


39. If, O Bhisma, on the contrary, you, 
being slain by the Pandavas, are trans- 
ported to heaven, then will I, riding ona 
single car, slay those whom you consider 
to be the mightiest of all car-warriors.’ 

4o. Having thus spoken, the mighty- 
armed Karna of illustrious renown, refrained, 
with the permission of your son, from taking 
part in the battle for these ten days.” 


41. O Bharata, Bhisma of immeasur- 
able prowess, displaying his might in battle, 
slew a large number of warriors of the 
Pandava host in that (sanguinary) engage- 
ment. 

42. On the fall of that most powerful 
hero of unerring aim, your sons remem- 
bered Karna, like persons desirous of cros- 
sing (the ocean) remembering a raft. 


43. Your sons and the warriors of your 
party, together with the (assembled) mo- 
narchs then, began to bewail saying ‘Karna’ 
they also said “t'is time for you to come.’ 


44. As during emergencies the heart flies 
to a friend, so our hearts then flew to Karna 
of irrepressible manhood who had acquired 
his knowledge of weapons from the son of 
Jamadagni. 

45. O monarch, he only was capable of 
saving us from the great dangers of battle, 
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like Govinda Always protecting the celestials 
from all calamities. 


Vaisampayana said :— 
46. Thereupon breathing (heavily) out 


~ like a snake, Dhritarastra spoke these words 


to Sanjaya who had been thus repeatedly 
extolling Karna. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

47. As your heart then were drawn to- 
wards Karna, the son of Vikartana, you 
surely saw that son of Radha, that descen- 
dant of Suta, who was ever-ready to lay 
down his life for you. 


48. Did that Karna, of ‘infallible prow- 
ess in battle, disappoint Duryodhana 
and his brothers, who had been all exceed- 
ingly distressed, panic-struck and anxious 
for being extricated from their difficulties ? 


49. - Was that foremost of bowmen in 
battle capable of filling up the void created 
by the fall of Bhisma, the shelter of the 
Kurus? 


50. -Supplying the gap, was Karna 
successful in striking terror into the hearts 
of the enemy? Did he also succeed in 
fructifying the hopes of victory, cherished 
by my sons? 

Thus ends the first chapter, the questions 
of Dhritarastra, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER II 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then Adhiratha’s son of the Suta 
caste, knowing that Bhisma had fallen, be- 
cáme desirous of saving, like a brother, the 
army of your son from the calamity it was in, 


- likea boat split in the midst of the un- 


fathomable deep. 


2. Having heard that the son of San- 
tanu, that foremost of men, the never-drop- 

ing one, and the best of all car-warriors, 
fad been slain, O king, Karna the repres- 
ser of enemies and the foremost of all bow- 
men, speedily arrived at the field of battle. 


3. When that excellent of car-warriors, 
Bhisma had been slain by the enemy, 
Karna soon (came to the battle field), desiro- 
us of saving the army of your son resembl- 
ing a boat sunk in the deep, like a father 
anxjous for rescuing his sons. 


Karna said :— 


4-5. When that Bhisma, who was en- 
dued with resoluteness, intelligenee, prowess, 
energy, truthfulness, self-control, and with 
all the other attributes of a hero; who was 
Proficient in the use of celestial weapons ; in 
whom there were humility, bashfulness, 
sweet speech and harmlessness; who was 
always grateful, the slayer of the enemies of 
the twice-borns; in whom there resided all 
these virtues for ever like the stainin the 
moon,—when even that Bhisma the des- 
troyer of hostile heroes had obtained his 
quietus, I consider the remaining warriors 
as already slain. 


6. Owing to the constant connection 
with action, there is nothing in this world 
that is eternal. When that one of illustrious 
vows (Bhisma) has been killed to-day, what 
man can say with certitude that to-morrow 
the sun will rise? 


7- When that one of prowess equal to 
that of the Vasus, when he that was born 
of the energy of the Vasus, when that ruler of 
earth has gone back to the Vasus, do you 
then Jament for your wealth, your sons, 
and this army ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

8. When that giver of boons, that most ` 
puissant hero, that lord of men, that 
onelof great vigour had been slain, and 
when the Bharatas had been vanquish- 
ed,| Karna, with a sorrowful heart, and 


“shedding copious tears, began to comfort 


(the Kurus). 


9. Having heard, O monarch, these worde 
of the son of Radha, your sons and yous 
soldiers, out of grief, broke out into loud 
lamentations and shed tears from their eyes, 
which were as copious as their wails were 
loud. : 


10o. When the sanguinary engagement 
waged anew and the Kourava host led 
by kings once more roared forth (their 
battle-cry), then that foremost of all Maha- 
rathis (Karna) addressed these words to 
the mighty car-warriors, that imparted joy 
to their hearts. 7 


11. “This transient world is ever flying 
(towards death) ; considering this I always 
regard everything as unsteady. When 
you were all present here, how could 
that foremost of the Kurus (Bhisma), 
who resembled a mountain in steadiness, 
be slain in battle ? i 


12. When like the sun dropping down 
on the earth, that foremost of car-warriors, 
the son of Santanu has fallen, the monarchs 
(of the Kuru army) are hardly capable of 
withstanding Dhananjaya, like trees unable 
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to withstand the hurricane that uproots 
even the hills. 


13 As that high-minded one did, so 
to-day will { protect, in this dreadful battle, 
this army of the Kurus, whose appearance 
js cheerless and whose zea! has been des- 
troyed by the enemy, which is helpless, and 
whose best. warriors have already been 
slain. à 

14. This heavy burden now devolves 
on myself ; I see that this world is transitory. 
That most excellent of warriors has also 
fallen in battle. Why shall I then entertain 
any apprehension for fighting ? 


15. Coursing (swiftly) in the battle-field, 
J shall send, by means of. my straight-going 
shafts, to the abode of Death, the foremost 
descendants of Kuru’s race (Pandavas). Con- 
sidering fame to be the best of all worldly 

assessions, | shall kill them in the engage- 
ment, or myself lie on the fjeld being slain 
by them. 

36. Yudhisthira is endued with resolute- 
ness, intelligence, piety and vigour; Vriko- 
dara equals a hundred elephants in might; 
Arjuna also is} youthful and the begotten 
son of the foremost of celestials; so the 
army belonging to them is not to be easily 
vanquished even by the immortals. 


17. As no one ever returns alive from 
the’ jaws of death, so no coward ever 
returns (aliye) after having confronted 
that hostile acmy to which belong the twins 
(Nakula and Sahadeva), each resembling 
Death himself in battle, and in which are 
Satyaki and the son of Devaki. 


18. Great power, begot of austerities,should 
be opposed by ascetic wealth. So should 
the wise oppose might with might. My 
mind is decided upon withstanding the 
enemy and it is resolutely fixed upon en- 
suring the safety (of my own troops.) 


19. For certain, O charioteer, I shall 
to-day oppose their force, and shall defeat 
them by simply going tothe field. This 
conflict of friends (internecine war) ought 
not to be tolerated by me. He that helps 
in rallying a reuted army is the true 
friend. — 


20, I shall either achieve this pious act 
of manliness or shall follow Bhisma, renoun- 
cing my vital breaths. I shall either slay 
in battle my myriad enemies, or slain, by 
them I shall attain to the posthumous re- 
gions of the heroes. 


21. I regard, indeed, this to be my 
bounden duty, O charioteer, when women 
and infants wail aloud for assistance, and 
when Dhartarastta’s pride has been hy- 
miliated. So! shall this day conquer the 
enemics of the monarch (Duryodhana). 


a2. Preserving the Kurus and massacere 
ing the sons of Pandu even at the cost of 
my very life in this dreadful fight, and des- 
atching to Death my myriad enemies in thig 
attle, I shall bestow this monarchy on the 
son of Dhritarastra. 


23. Fasten on me this magnifcient,gold- 
en and resplendent armour radiant with 
gems and jewels. Let also my helmet lus- 
trous like the sun and my bows and arrows 
resembling fire, poison or serpents, be 
donned. 


24. Fasten sixteen quivers (to my cha- 
riot); fetch strongest bows and also arrows, 
spears, heavy maces, and my conch with 
its body variegated with gold, 


25. Procure also my standard, varies 
gated, beautiful, magnificient, made of gold, 
burning with the lustre of a lotus, bearing 
the emblem of the elephant's girth, after 
having cleansed it with a fine piece of cloth, 
and having decorated it with festoons of 
flowers and a net-work of fine wires, 


26. O son of acharioteer, bring me afso, 
in all haste, fleetest horses, of the coleur af 
of tawny clouds, stout, washed with water 
hallowed by Mantras, and decorated with 
rich caparisons made of effulgent gold. 


27. Procure, in all haste, a chariot, most 
magnificient, festooned with garlands of 
gold, adorned with gems resembling the 
Sun and the Moon, furnished with all 
necessary objects and offensive weapons, 
and yoked with lusty horses. 


28. Bring me also beautiful bows of great 
toughness and bow-strings of finest make, 
capable of throwing (arrows at great dis- 
tances), and some large quivers well-stuffed 
with shafts and several cuirasses (to cover 
my person). 


29. O hero, bring speedily all auspicious 
articles required at the lime of setting ous 
(for battle), and brass and golden vesselt 
filled with curds. Bring garlands of flowers 
and decorate my person with them ; strike 
up, also, kettle-drumis for victory. 


30. Drive, O charioteer, quickly thither 
where {eeritin (diadem-decked), Vrikodara, 
the virtuous Yudhisthira and the twins are. 
Confronting them, either I shall slay them, 
or being slain in battle by my foes, I shall 
follow Bhisma. 


31. That host to which belongs, Yudhis— 
thira, firm in truth, in which are Bhima and 
Arjuna, and which contains the son of 
Vasudeva, Satyaki and the Srinjayas, that 
host I consider to be incapable of being 
vanquished by these monarchs. 2 


32. Even if all-devouring Death were ta 


“guard Arjuna in the encounter, with the 


ntmost heed, still would | slay him, cone 
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fronting him in battle; or myself hie to the 
regions of Death following the trail of 
Bhisma. , 

33- „Itis not that, I say, that I shall not 
go amidst those heroes. Those that sow 
dissensions among friends, that are of veer- 
ing devotion and of impious souls, those are 
not my allies, 


Sanjaya said :— 


34. Karna then drove out for victory, 
mounting on an excellent chariot, most lavish- 
ly furnished, invulnerable, with a magni- 
ficient pole, adorned with gold, auspicious, 
with (fluttering) penons, and to which were 
harnessed steeds fleet like the wind. 


35—36. Worshipped by the best of the 
car-watriors of the Kuru party, like Indra 
by the immortals, that high-souled and most 
terrible of all wielders of bow, endowed 
with immeasurable vigour like the sun him- 
self,—riding on his chariot decorated with 
gold, gems and jewels, mounted with a 
magnificient standard, to which were har- 
nessed finest animals and the rattle of which 
resembled the rumbling of clouds,—went, 
attended by a mighty host, to the battle- 
field where that foremost of the Bharata 
race (Bhisma) had obtained his quietus. 


37. Then that son of Adhiratha, the 
mighty bowman and warrior Karna, blessed 
with a handsome appearance and effulgent 
like fire, riding on his own auspicious chariot 
resplendent like fire, shone like the monarch 
of the celestials himself ‘riding on his own 
heaveniy chariot. 


Thus iads the second chapter, the setting 
out of Karna, in the Dronabhisheka of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTERIII. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1—8. Seeing the most worshipful cham- 
pion, the high-souled grandsire Bhisma of 
immeasurabte prowess, the death of all 
Kshatriyas, lie on a bed of arrows and re- 
semble the mighty main dried by violent 
storms, and seeing that hero dragged down 
from his car by the celestial weapons of 
Savyasachin, (Arjuna), the hope your sons 
cherished for victory was gone as also their 
armours and peace of mind. Seeing that 
one who was always like an island to 
persons going down into the unfathomable 
deep in their attempt to cross it; seeing him 

ierced with shafts that had flown in an un- 
interrupted stream like that of the Yamuna, 
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him who appeared like the unbearable 
Mainaka hurled on the earth by Mahendra ; 
Secing that hero fallen on the surface of the 
earth like the sun dropped down from the 
heavens; seeing him who resembled the 
unconquerable Vritra when he had been 
vanquished in the days of yore by Vasava ; 
seeing that stupifier of the consciousness of 
all heroes, that most excellent of champions, 
that foremost of all bowmen; seeing that 
hero and foremost of men,your father Bhisma 
of illustrious vows, that grandsire of the des- 
cendant of the Bharatas thrown down and 
lying prostrate on the field, pierced through 
and through by the arrows of Arjuna; see- 
ing that hero resting on a couch worthy of a 
hero,—the son of Adhiratha dismounted 
from his chariot, greatly distressed and 
overwhelmed with grief and with his con- 
sciousness well-nigh clouded. 


He (Karna) walked towards him 
(Bhisma) on foot, distressed and with eyes 
blinded with fast-falling tears. Then salut- 
ing him and folding his palms and having 
paid his respects, Karna thus spoke. 


10. “Tam Karna; good betide you; 
speak to me, O Bharata, in auspicious and 
sweet language ; turn your eyes on me. 


11. None can expect to reap the fruits 
of his meritorious deeds here, since you, 
O venerable pious old man, liẹ prostrate - 
on the ground being slain (by your ene- 
mies). 

12. In replenishing the treasury, in 
matters of counsel, in arranging troops for 
battle, and in the handling of arms, I do 
not, O foremost of the Kurus, find any one 
else among the Kurus equal to you. 


13. I do not see any one else that 
endued with a pure intelligence, will save 
the Kurus trom their terror. Having slain 
numerous warriors, you are now repairing to 
the regions of the Pitris. 


14. O foremost of the Bharatas, ‘from 
this day forward, the sons of Pandu pos- 
sessed with ire, will slay the Kurus, as tigers 
slaughter deer. 


15. To-day the Kurus will realise the 
vigour of Savayasachin, who produces the 
twang of the Gandiva bow; to-day they 
will be frightened by him as the Asuras were 
frightened by the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt. 


16: To-day the whizzle, resembling the 
rumble of thunders, of arrows shot from the 
Gandiva, will strike terrorin to the hearts of 
the Kurus and other rulers of earth. 


17. O hero, to-day the shafts.of the dia- 
dem-decked Arjuna, will burn down. the: 
sons of Dhritarastra, just as a-swelling- 
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ferest-conflagration of terrible flames burns 
down the trees. 


18. Fire and wind coursing together, con- 
sume numerous copses, creepers and trees 
in that part of a forest through which they 
pass. 

. There can be no doubt that the son 
of Pritha is like a raging fire; and, O fore- 
most of men, without doubt Krishna resem- 


bles the strong wind (that accompanies 
fire). 


20. Hearing the sound of the conch Pan- 
chajannya and the twang of the bow Gandi- 
va, all the soldiers will be terror-stricken. 


21. O hero, bereft of you, the monarchs 
will not be able to bear the rumble of the 
advancing chariot mounted with the banner 
having for its emblem the (terrible) ape, that 
belony to that represser of foes (Arjuna). 


22. What other monarch, except your- 
self, is~-pable of combating with Arjuna, 
all whose super-human deeds the wise 
extol. 


23. Superhuman was indeed the cembat 
he had with the high-souled Tryamvaka (the 
three-eyed god). From him did he (Arjuna) 
secure a boon which is difficult of being 
obtained by the mean-minded. 


24—25. That son of Pandu ever boastful 
of his prowess is protected by Madhava. 
What other person can overcome him in 
battle who could not be vanquished even by 
you before,—you who, endowed with great 
prowess, had defeated in battle, Rama, that 
terrible destroyer of the Kshatriya race, 


held in high honour by the celestials and the 
Asuras. 


26. With your permission I,.as I am un- 
able to tolerate him any longer, can to-day 
slay, with the diut of my weapons, that son 
of Pandu, that foremost of warriors in battle 
who is like a serpent of virulent venam, and 
is terrible, heroic and capable of slaying his 
enemies even by his very glances.” 


Thus ends the third chapter, the eulogy 


of Karna, in the Dronabhiseka of the 
rona Parva. 


CHAPTERIV. 


(DRONABHISEKA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When he had been thus speaking, the 
venerable grandsire of the Kurus, pleased 
with him,addressed to him these words suit- 
able to season and place. 


MAHABHARATA 


2—3: “ May you be the refuge of your 
friends, even as the ocean is the refuge of 
the rivers, the sun of the other planets, the 

ious of the truth, fertile soil of the seeds, and 
Paranna of the created beings. May your 
relations depend on you even as the im- 
mortals depend upon the thousand-eyed 
Indra. 


4. May you be the humiliator of the 
pride of your enemies ; and may you be the 
enhancer of the delight of your friends, the 
Kouravas, as Vishnu is of the denizens of 
heaven. 


5: O Karna, ever anxious to perform 
the pleasures of the son of Dhritarastra, 
you, with the stréngth and vigour of your 
arms, did defeat the Kamvojas, having 
gone to their country, namely Rajapura. 


6. You also vamquished the monarchs 
who was stopping at Girivraja and who was 
headed by Nagnajit,as also the Amvasthas, 
the Videhas and the Gandharvas. 


7. O Karna, in days gone by, you 
brought under the authority of Duryodhana 
the Kiratas obstinate in battle and peopling 
the strongholds of the Himavat. 


8. The Utkalas, the Mekhalas, the.Poun— 
dras, the Kalingas, the Nishadhas, the Tri- 
garttas, and the Valhikas, were also worst- 
ed in battle by you. 


9. O Karna, desirous of doing good to 
Duryodhana, you defeated in battle in 
various lands, O hero, numerous highly 
vigorous clans, 


N 
10. May you,-O son, be the shelter of all 
the Kouravas, even as Duryodhana is, with 
his friends, relatives and kinsmen. 


11. Ido bid you farewell in benedictory 
language ; go, and fight with the enemy ; 
command the Kurus in battle, and secure 
victory fer Duryodhana. 


12. Like Duryodhana, you are to us our 
grandson. ‘Therefore, by the ordinances, 
we are the same to you as we are to him. 


13. O foremost of men, the intelligent 
hold that in this world the connection of the 
pious with the pious is more closer in res- 
pect of relationship than that through the 
uterus. 


14. Therefore being faithfully united 
with the Kurus, and believing their army to 
be your own, do you, like Duryodhana him- 
self, protect it :” 


15. Having heard these words of him 
(Bhisma) and having bowed down to his 
feet, Karna, the son of Vikartana, went 
to the place where all the bowmen were 
assembled. 


16. Beholding that matchless and exten- 
sive encampment of the innumerable army, 
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Karna encouraged that host of well-ac- 
coutered and broad-chested soldiers. 

17—18. All the Kurus, having Duryo- 
dħana at their heat, were greatl delighted ; 
and seeing that igheyeeemeds and high- 
souled Karna come with the intent of battle 
and place himself at the command of the 
whole host, the Kurus welcomed him, with 
sounds produced by - the striking of the 
arm-pits, with rending shouts, twang of 
bow-strings, roars like that of lions and 
diverse other kinds of sounds. 

Thus ends the fourth chapter, the conso- 
lation afforded by Karna, tn the Drona- 
bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER V. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. O monarch, seeing that foremost of 
men Karna seated on his car, Duryodhana 
highly enraptured, spoke these words. 

2. “I consider this army, protected by 
you, to have found a suitable commander 
in you. Do you now decide that which will be 
beneficial (to this army) and which is prac- 
ticable.” 


Karna said :— 

3. O foremost of men, yourself speak 
to us, since you are the wisest of kings. 
A third person cannot so well descry as to 
what should be done, as he who is interested 
in any affair. 

4. All these rulers of men are desirous 
of- hearing your words ; and I am sure you 
will never speak unjust words. 


Duryodhana said :— 

Owing to his prowess, seniority, 
knowledge of the Srutis, and the support he 
obtained from all the warriors, he (Bhisma) 
was the leader of our host. 

6. In the fair battle of these ten days 
that highly glorious one of generous soul, 
© Karna, slew a large numbec of my foes 
and protected my own army. 

When that one, who accomplished 
many difficult acts, is gone to heaven, 
Karna, whom do you consider capable of 
leading (this host into battle) ? 

g. Like an unmanned boat in waters, the 
army,cannot stand in battle even for a short 
while without a leader, O Karna, O you 
who are foremost in battle. 


' 





9. An army without a commander is 
like a boat with none to steer her through, 


or like a chariot with i i 
out a driver, goin 
where. ETE 


10. Justas a foreign trader in an unknown 
country reaps all distress, so am army 
without a commander is exposed to all 
dangers. 


11. Therefore do you look among all 
these high-souled warriors of ours and find 
out a proper person who may, as acom- 
mander, fill the place of Santaxu's son. 


12. The person, whom you will consider 
to be fit to lead our army, in battle, will 
undoubtedly be chosen to be so unanimously, 


Karna said :— 


13. All these foremost of meri of high 
soul are worthy of the leadership (of this 
host). There is no necessity for making 
any selection. 


14. All of them are perfectly acquainted 
with the geneologies (of princes) and with 
the vital parts of the body; they are possess- 
ed of prowess, might and intelligence ; they 
are grateful, highly intelligent and ever unre- 
treating from battle. 


15. But all of them cannot at the same 
time assume the leadership ; therefore only 
one among them is to be chosen, in whom 
there reside superior qualities. 


26. If you promote one among several 
contending rivals, the rest, it is clear, being 
depressed, will not fight with a desire for 
doing your good. 


17. But this foremost of all the wielders 
of weapons, this preceptor and teacher, of 
all the warriors, this Drona who is venera- 
ble in years, is worthy of being elected 
generalissimo. 


18. When the indomitable Drona, who 
is foremost among those conversant with 
Brahma and is equal to Suka and Angirasa 
in learning, is here, who else is worthy of 
being selected as a leader ? 


19. O Bharata, there is not even a single 
warrior among this mighty host of kings, 
who will not follow Drona when he gpes to 
fight. 


20. O monarch, this one is the foremost 
of all leaders of warriors ; he is the foremost 
of all wielders of arms, as also of all ine 
telligent persons, and he is also your 
preceptor (in arms). 


21. As the immortals desirous of defeat- 
ing the Asuras in battle made Kartikeya 
their leader, so, do you, O Durygdhaua, 
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soon efect this one (Drona) as the leader 
of your army. 


Thus ends the fifth chapter, the counsel 
of Karna, in the Dronabhisheka of the 
rona Parva. 


CHAPTER VI. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said:— 


1. Thereupon having listened to the 
words of Karna, king Duryodhana thus 


addressed Drona who was standing in the 
midst of the soldiers. 


Duryodhana said — 


2—3. Amongst all this numerous host 
of kings, there is none who can be as 
good a protector as you, owing to the 
Superiority of the order to which you belong, 
.to the nobility of your birth, to your know- 
ledge of the Sastras, your age, your intelli- 
gence, prowess, skilfulness, invincibility, 
perfect acquaintance with worldly matters, 
moral purity, self-control, asceticism, senior- 
ity, and gratefulness, as also owing to your 
being endued with all desirable qualities. 


4. Like Indra protecting the celestials, do 
you protect ourselves. O foremost of the 
twiceborn ones, being led by yourself, we 
desire to obtain victory over our enemies. 


5. Like Kapala amongst the Rudras; like 
Pavaka amongst the Vasus ; like Kuvera 


amongst the Yakshas ; like Vasava amongst 
the Marutas; 


6. Like Vasistha amongst the Vipras, 
ike Bhaskara (sun) amongst the lustrous 
bodies, like Yama amongst the Pitris, like 


Varuna amongst the creatures of the 
waters ; 


7- Like the moon amongst the stars, like 
Usanas amongst the sons of Diti, you are 
the foremost amongst all commanders of 
armies ; therefore be you our leader. 

8. Like Indra slayin 
you slay our enemies, 6 sinless one, by 
arranging in battle-array ‘this eleven 
Akshauhini of soldiers which will be placed 
under your complete disposal. 


9. 


the Danavas, do 


Like the son of Pavaka proceeding 


before the celestials, do you proceed at the | 


head of this our army; 
in battle like a herd of 
leader. ~ 3 


to. That fierce bowman, that mighty 
champion, Arjuna, stretching his celestial 


we will follow you 
bulls following the 
















delight, and desirous of 
began to extol that foremost of regenerate 
ones, 


Thereupon, O monarch, Drona spoke these 
words to Duryodhana. 


and kill the Somakas. 


davas will not meet me with delightful 
hearts. 


bow, will not strike us seeing you go before 
us. 


tı. O foremost of men, if you accept 
our leadership, then I am sure to conquer 


-in battle Yudhisthira with all his friends:‘and 


followers. 


Sanjaya said :— 
12. When Duryodhana had finished his 
address, the kings, imparting great delight 


to your sons by their loud defiant shouts, 
exclaimed *' Victory to Drona.” 


13. Then the soldiers also filled with 
earning fame, 


with Duryodhana at their head. 


Thus ends the sixth chapter, the request 


of Duryodhana, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER VII. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)—Contd, 


Drona said :— 


I. I am versed in the Vedas and iw 


their six auxiliaries; and in the science of 
practical life concerning itself with men. I 
know the 
various other weapons and Muntras. 


weapons of Tryamvaka and 


2. Those qualities,—which, you, desirous 


of victory, have ascribed to me, bringing 
them to play, I will offer battle to the sons 
of Pandu. 


3. But, O monarch, J shall never slay the 


son of Prisata in battle ; O foremost of men, 
he has been created to kill me. 


4. I shall encounter the hostile array 
In battle, the Pan- 


Sanjaya said :— 

5- O monarch, then your son, with the 
permission of Drona, made him the com- 
mander of his troops, with ceremonies en- 
joined by the ordinances for such occasions. 


6. As in days of yore, the gods with 
Indra at their head, invested Skanda with: 
their leadership, so new did the monarchs 
headed by Duryodhana, invest Drona with 
the command of the troops. s 


7. Thereupon on Drona’s investiture with 
the command, the delight (of troops) was 
manifest by the sound of musical instru- 
ments and -the deafening blare of the 
conchs. . ay 
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8.—9. Then Honouring Drona with 
shouts the lixe of which fll the ear during a 
holy day, with souuds of benedictory utter- 
ances, with euldgies, songs, and ‘cries of 
bards, ministrels and panegyrists, with the 
cries of victory uttered by the foremost of 
regenerate ones, and with the frolics of 
mimes, the Kouravas considered the sons of 
Pandu as already worsted in battle. 


Sanjaya said :-- 


10. Then having been installed on the 
command of the army, that mighty car- 
warrior, the son of Varadwaja, arranging 


the troops in battle-array, marched out, ac- | 


companied Ly your sons, from a desire of 
giving battle. 


tt. Donning their armours,the king of the , 


Shindhus, and the Kalingas, and Vikarna, 
your son, stationed themselves in the right 
wing of Drona. 


12. Then accompanied by a numerous 
and picked cavalry recruited from men be- 


longing to the Gandhara tribe and armed | 


with lustrous lances, Sakuni marched out 
as their support. 


13. Then Kripa, Kritavarman, Chitrasena, 
and Vivineati, having Dussasana at their 
head, proceeded, covering the left wing. 


14. Than riding an horses of great fleet- 
ness, the Kamvojas headed by Sudakshina, 
and the Sakas with the Yavanas, marched 
forth, forming the support of the last men- 
tioned party. 

15—17. Thenthe Madras, the Trigart- 
tas, the Aivasthas, the warriors from the 
West and the North, the Malavas, the 
Sivis, the Surasenas, the Sudras with the 
Malavas, the Souviras, the Kitavas, the 
warriors from the East and the South,—all 


these with your son Duryodhana at their | 


head, and the son of Suta at their rear, 
cheering the hearts of their own partisans, 
marched forth, and increased the strength 
of the (advancing) troops. Karna, the son of 
Vikartana, then marched at the head of all 
bowmen. 

18. His mighty standard, huge and 
resplendent, and marked with the device of 
the elephant’s girth, imparting delight itto 
the hearts of his own soldiers, burned with 
effulgence equal to that of the sun. 

19. All the kings and the Kurus, secing 
Karna, did pay no heed to the calamity that 
had befallen them in the shape of Bhisma's 
death, and they all were shorn of their 
sorrow. 

20, Numerous warriors, highly delight- 
ed, forming into groups, thus began to 
talk, “Surely the Pandavas, seeing Karna 
in the field, will;not stay a while in battle. 
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2. Truly, Karna is powerful enough fo 
gain victory in battle over the celestials led: 
by Vasava himself, not to speak of ihe sons 
of Pandu, who are devoid of prowess and 
energy alike. 


| 22. The sons of Pritha were tenderly 
i treated by the mighty-armed Bhisma in 
| battle. But Karna shall slay them in the 
| encounter with sharpened arrows.” 


23. O lord of people, thus talking to one 
| another with joyful looks, and honouring 
and culogising the son of Radha, they 
marched along (in battle-array). 


24. Our own army, O monarch, was 
| arrayed in the form of a Sakata (or car); 
and the army of our high-souled enemies, 
O Bharata, was formed in the shape ofa 
Krouncha (crane), 


25—27. By the very virtuous Yudhi- 
sthira with a delighted heart. At the head 
of their array stood the two foremost of 
; Of men, Visaksena (Vishnu) and Dhanan- 
| jaya, with their banner, bearing the emblem 
of the ape, uplifted. hat banner of Partha 
of immeasurable prowess, the hump of the 
whole army and the refuge of all wielders 
of bow, that banner which reached - the 
orbit of the sun, seemed to illumine the 
whole army of Yudhisthira of high soul. 


28. That banner of the most intelligent 
Partha appeared like the burning sun when 
at the end of a Yuga, it rises to consume the 
earth. 

29. Of all the warriors Arjuna is the 
; foremost; of all the bows Gandiva is 
| the best. Vasudeva is the foremost of all 
| created beings, and Sudarsana is the best of 
f all kinds of discus. 


30.° The chariot, to which were harnessed 
. White horses, carrying these four kinds of 
energy incarnate, stood at the head of the 
; hostile array, like the discus of Kala raised 
į (for being hurled). 

31. Thus those two high-souled heroes 
stood atthe head of their armies. Karna 
i stood at the head of your army and 

hananjaya at the head of the hostile 
troops. 

32. Then, in that battle, Ae Kouravas 
and the Pandavas, looked at each other 
possessed with ire, and each desirous of 
slaying the other. 


33. Thereafter when the mighty car- 
warrior,the son of Bharadwaja, flew sudden- 
ly tothe fight, the earth began to shake 

| with the sound of terrible wails. 





34. Then thick clouds of dust, blown up 
by the storm, and resembling heaps of 
tawny silk, intercepted from the view the 


welkin and the sun. 


Pets) 
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35. Though the sky was cloudless yet 

` a shower of flesh bones and blood fell on the 

earth; and vultures, hawks, cranes, Kan- 
kas, and crows, by thousands, 


36. Swooped on your army, Over and 
over again, O king ; the jackals yelled forth 
and many dreadful and fierce rangers of 
the sky, 


37. Repeatedly placed your army to 
their right, being desirous of devouring flesh, 
and thirsting for blood. 


38. On the field of battle, illuminating 
the welkin, dropped many a burning meteor 
accompanied with thundering sounds and 
vibrating motions and covering with their 
tails large areas. 


39. Then, O monarch, when the comman- 
der of the host (Drona) set out for battle, 
the wide circumference of the Justrous orb 
of day, emitted flashes of lightving and 
thundering sounds. 


40. These and many other terrible por- 
_tents appeared indicating a great loss of 
life of many heroes in the ensuing en- 
counter. : 


4l. Thereafter the fight between the 
Kurus and the Pandus, both desirous of 
killing one another, commenced ; and the 
terrible din rising therefrom filled the whole 
world. 


42. Then, burning with wrath, the Pan- 
davas and the Kouravas, all first-class 
smiters, began to pierce one another with 
sha -pened weapons, ardently longing for 
victory. 

43. Then that mighty champion (Drona) 
or great effulgence, charged, with headlong 
speed, the army of the sons of Pandu, 
shooting hundreds of sharpened shafts. 


44. Beholding Drona charge, the Pan- 
davas along with the Srinjayas received 


him, O monarch, with showers of shafts in 
distinct sets. 


45. That mighty host (of the Pandavas) 
along with the Panchalas agitated and 
routed by Drona, was shattered like rows of 
cranes by the wind. 


46. In the encounter, invoking various 
celestial weapons Drona, in a moment, 
sorely oppressed the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas. 

47. The Panchalas having Dhrista- 
dyumna at their head being slaughtered by 


Drona, like the Danavas by Vasava, began 
to quake. 


48. Thereupon that miehty car-warrior, 
the heroic Yajnaserma versed inthe know- 
ledge of the celestial weapons, produced 
aD is showers of arrows many a.breach, in 
he columns of Drona. 














49. Then that powerful son of Prishata, 
checking the showers of Drona’s arrows 
with those of his own, slew many a Kuru 
warrior. 


50 Thereupon Drona of mighty arms, 
again rallying has soldiers and re-atranging 
them, charged the son of Prishata in 
battle. 


51. Then towards the son of Prishata 
he directed a close shower of arrows, like 
Meghavat exceedingly enraged shooting 
his shafts towards the Danavas. 


52. Thygsapitated by Drona with his 
arrows, the Parfiavas and Srinjays, again 
and again, broke their lines, like a herd 
of inferior bea$ts attacked by a lion. 

53. Then. O monarch, like a circle of fire- 
brands, thetnighty Drona careered through 
the army of the Pandavas; and that was 
a wonderful sight. 


54—S5. Riding on his own excellent 
cars, that resembled a city careering through 
the skies ; thats was well supplied with 
the implements of war according to the 
military science, the banner of which was 
fluttering on the air, the rattle “of 
which was resounding ali round the field. 
the steeds of which were well-driven, and 
the flagstaff of which was shining like a 
rod of crystal—riding on such a chariot. 
Drona inspired the hostile army with terror 
and massacred (right and left). 

Thus ends the seventh chapter, the dis- 
play of Drona’s prowess, in the Dronabhi- 
sheka of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said 

1. Seeing Drona thus destroy their 
horses, drivers, cars and elephants, the 
Pandavas were greatly afficted and could 
not check his career. 


2. Thereupon king Yudhisthira said to 
Dhristadyumna and Dhananjaya, “Check 
the carrear of the pot-born Drona by sur- 
rouding him with great heed.’ 

3. Thereupon the mighty car-warriors 
namely Arjuna, and the son of Prishata 
together with their followers, encompassed 
Drona, as he was rushing at them. 


4, The Kekayas, Bhimasena, the son of 
Subhadra, Ghatotkacha, Yudhisthira the 
twins Nakula and. Sahdeva, the king of 

the Matsyas the son of Drupada. 


DBONA 


g. And the five sons of Draupadi greatly 
delighted, and Dhristaketu along with Sas 


tyaki, the wrathful Chekitana, and Yuyutsu | 


the mighty car-warrior, 


6. And, O monarch, all the other rulers 
of earth who followed the Pandavas in 
battle, achieved many feats (of valour), in 
accordance with their prowess and nobility 
of birth. 


7- Seeing the Pandavas protect their 


| 


army in battle, the son of Bharadwaja, roll- : 


ing his eyes in anger, cast his glances (on 
the army). 

8. Working himself up with ire, that one 
(Drona), indomitable in war, seated on his 
chariot, blew the Pandava host off like the 
storim blowing thick clouds off. 


g. Charging cars, steeds, men, and ele- 
phants on all sides, Drona roamed in the 
field like one insane, and though grown up 
in years, he resembled one endued with the 
energy of youth. 


to. O monarch, his horses, of chestnut 
colour, of excellent breed, of wind-like speed, 


and of indefatigable energy, assumed a| 


beautiful 


appearance beiiy bespattered 
with blood. 


ir. Beholding that one of regulated 
vows rush at them like the god of Death 
enraged, all the warriors of the Pandavas 
sped on all directions. - 


12. As some fled, and some rallied and 
some looked at Drona, and some stood on 
the field, the noise (of the confusion) they 
caused was dreadful and deafening. 


13. That noise that imparted delight to 
the heroes, and enhanced the terrors of the 
cowards, filled the whole interval between 

he earth and the skies. 


14. And again did Drona, shouting 
forth his own name, made himself terrible 
in battle by piercing his enemies with hun- 
dreds of arrows. 


15. O sire, then the mighty Drona car- 
eered fiercely amid the army’of the sous of 
Pandu, like the god of Death himself ; and 
he appeared like one young, though bearing 
the weight of years. 


16. Severing down many heads as well 
as arms decorated with ornaments, and ren- 
dering the seats of many a car empty, he 
sent up terrific roars. 


17. In consequence of his rapturous 
roars, and of the fleetness of his arrows, (0) 
master, the warriors began to shake in bat- 
tle, like kine shivering with cold. 


18. A terrible sound caused by the rattle 
of Drona’s chariot, by the contraction and 
stretching of his bow-string, and by the 
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twang of his bow, filled the conelave 
! dome, 

19. Thousands of arrows shot from his 


bow fell, covering cardinal points, upon the 
elephants, steeds, chariots, and foot-soldiers 
(of the hostile array) 


20. Then the Pandavas along with the 
Panchalas, rushed at Drona wielding a 
bow of great strength, and resembling a 
blazing fire in consequence of his wea- 
pons. 


21. Then he began to despatch them 
with their elephants, steeds, and foot-soldiers 
to the regions of Death; and within a short 
while Drona made the earth muddy with 
blood. 


22. A net-work of arrows, woven by 
Drona who had been scattering celestial 
weapons, and shooting shafts on all sides, 
was seen to overshroud the cardinal points. 


23. Like flashes of lightning amid dense 


, masses of clouds, his standard could be 


seen whirling amongst foot-soldiers,chariots, 
horses and car-warriors. 


24. Afflicting with arrows the five fore- 
most among the Kekayas, and the king of 
the Panchalas, Drona,of irrepressible vigour, 
armed with a bow and arrows, charged 


! the division commanded by Yudhisthira. 


25. Thereupon, Bhimasena, and Dha- 
nanjaya, and the grandson of Sini, and the 
sons uf Drupada and the son of Saibya, the 
tuler of the Kasis, and Sibi himself, greatly 
delighted and sending up loud shouts, co- 
vered Drona with a stream of shafts. 


26. ‘Then numerous arrows shot from the 
bow of Drona, and adorned with golden 
wings, piercing through the bodies of ele- 
phants and young steeds, stuck themselves. 
on the ground, with feathers crimson with 
blood. 


27. Then the field of battle, being co- 
vered over with fallen bands of warriors, 
(shattered) chariots and carcasses of ele- 
phants and horses mangled with arrows, 
appeared like the firmament overhung with 
dense masses of black clouds. 


28. Then Drona desirous of the prospe- 
rity of your sons, having in battle trampled 
down the divisions led by the grandson of 
Sini, Bhima, and Arjuna and having 
crushed the sof of Subhadra, and the king of 
the Panchalas and the ruler of the Kasis, 
and many other warriors, 


29. And having achieved these and other 
wondrous feats in battle, O foremost 
among the Kurus, that high-souled one, 
Drona, left this world for heaven, after hav- 
ing consumed this earth like the sun that 
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rises at the time of the world’s annihilation, 6. Since that heroic Drona „was slain 
O monarch. by Parshata of illustrious soul, it is evident, 
Bom sciiiaying achieved: ieee great feats I think, that Destiny is more powerful than 
of valour, that chastiser of hostile armies, | Exertion. ; 
that possessor of a golden car, that hero, 7. In that mighty warrior, the know- 
who had killed in battle hundreds of thou- | ledge of allthe four kinds of weapons was 
sands of the soldiers of the Pandavas, was | present. Do yon say to me that that Drona, 
himself slain by the son of Prishata, Having | that preceptor of all wielders of arrows 
slain more than two Akshauhini of unreturn- | and weapons is slain 7 
‘ing heroes, that Drona of (unrivalled) inte- 8. Hearing the death that hero of golden 
Nigence, at last attained to the highest state | ca- cevered over with tiger-skins, whose 
of existence. O monarch, having achieved | etfulvence was like that of gold, I cannot 
these most difficult feats, that one of a to-day discard my grief, 
golden car was slain by the Pandavas an 
the Panchalas of inauspicious and heartless 
of deeds. When the preceptor was slain in 
battle, O king, a loud roar of all creatures 
as also of the warriors filled the sky. ‘he 
loud cry of ‘O fie’ uttered by creatures arose 
in the welkin resounding through the earth, 
the heavens and the interval between them, 
and the cardinal and the subsidiary quarters. 
Then all the celestials and the Pitris, and a i fa 
. a . 11—13. Since it does not break into 
the friend of the mighty car-warrior Bhara- f; Sa 
dwaja (Drona), saw him slain in battle. The | hundred pieces, although 1 have heard of 
E ear à f the slaughter of Drona. How could he 
< son of Pandu having obtaived victory gave Ihe bran ONE i deii ao oeri d 
z 7 ; AN í , 
forth roars resembling thoseʻof a lion ; and Paion S E GnG] EION 
the (foundation of) the earth shook with d Dei desi f pre | 
those loud leonine roars of theirs. z Ea va SENEE ai UCEENATYS She 
n ee in the "Vedas qn nn Ivinalion, an In 
Thus ends the eighth chapter,the audition the use of bows. = I can not even 3 conceive 
of the account of Drona’s death, in the | the fall of Drona ‘which is like the dryin 
a 5 ying 
Dronabhisheka of the Drona Parva, up of the ocean, the removal of the Meru 
mountain and the dropping of the lustrous 
orb from the heavens. He was the repres- 


CHAPTER IX. ser of the wicked and the protector of the 


Pious. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— I14—15. That afflicter of enemies, wha 
Continued has sacrificed his life for the pitiable Dur- 


yodhana, on whose prowess rested the 
Dhritarastra said :— 


hope of victory of my wicked sons, who 

s was equal to Vrihaspati and Usanas in in- 
1. What was Drona doing when the q R 

Pandavas and the Srinjayas slew him in 


tellizence,—how could he have been slain? 
S 3 His stout chestnut-coloured steeds, decked 
battle,—he who was so skilful in the use : 
ef weapons amongst all wielders of arms ? 


with golden trappings, : 
as 5 : Ban 16. Fleet as the wind, yoked to his car 
b 2. Did his chariot tis way? Did his beyond the reach of all weapons in battle, 
Did Data ee as Tae of ee ? endued with great strength, emitting neighs 
EE ERSTE, P a at reason | (in joy), well-trained, of the Sindhu breed, 


excellently dragging the chariot, 
3—5. O son, how was it that the son 


of Prishata, the prince of the Panchalas, |. 17- Of great sturdiness, were exhausted 
slew that invincible hero, who scattered | iN the very mistst of the fight? Unmoved 
thick shower of arrows decked with golden | Ù battle by the sight of the elephants as 
wings, who was (wonderfully) light-handed ; those huge monsters roared out with the 
phate foremost of the regenerate who was | S0und of conchs and kettledrums, 

proficient in everything, thoroughly fami- 18. By the twangs of bow-strings, and 
Agioee al oraa alare and cabbie showers of aces and other cea 
who was ‘self-controlled, skilful in OT porslellingic Victory over Sesser o yatei 
“of weapons, and blessed with the possess- Tete ae ae cea eztare raui 
ion of celestial weapons, that mighty war- | ~~ 'Meetatigabie, 
rior who ‘performed many dreadful feats 
aud who was ever heed{ul in fight? 


9. Surely, O Sanjaya, no man ever dies 
through sorrow caused by another's cala- 
mity ; since I, untortunate as I am, am still 
alive having heard of Drona’s death. 


to. l do consider Destiny to be, by 
far, the superior: and exertion is of no 
avail. Surely my heart is so hard as if 
it were made of adamant, 





at 


19. Those fleet horses harnessed to the : 
car of the son of Bharadwaja, were they 














DRONA PARVA. 


over-powered? Even such steeds were 
yoke by that foremost of human heroes to 
his golden car. 


20. Why could he not cross the ocean 
of the Pandava army, mounted on his own 
best of cars effulgent like gold ? 


21. What feats did that son of Bharad- 
waja achieve in battle, who made all the 
heroes cry, and on whose knowledge of 
weapons all the bowmen in the world 
-depend ? 


22—23. What feats did Drona perform 
in battle, Drona who was endued with 


great strength and was ever devoted to | 


truth? What car-warriors felled in battle 
Drona of fierce deeds, that foremost of 
bowmen, that foremost of commanders who 
was like Sakra himself in heaven? Did 
the Pandavas fly on all directions seeing 
him of the golden car, 


24—25. Himendued with great might 
who invoked in the battle many celestial 
weapons? Did the very virtuous king Yud- 
histhira, with his younger brothers, and his 
army having the prince of the Panchalas 
for its reins, encompass Drona on all sides? 
Surely Partha checked the career of other 
<ar-warriors with his straight-going arrows. 


26. Then, of course, the son of Prishata, 
that perpetrator of evil deeds, assaulted 
Drona. Indeed i do not see any one capa- 
ble of bringing about the death of Drona, 


27—29. Save the fierce warrior Dhrista- 
dyumna supported by Arjuna himself. I 
think that when these heroes namely the 
Kekayas, the Chedis, the Marushas, the 
Matsyas, and 
encompassing the preceptor hemmed him 


in on ail sides, like ants pressing upon a | 


serpent, and that when he was occupied 
in the achievement of some difficult feat, 
then the vilest among the Panchalas must 
have slain him. We who, having studied 
the four Vedas along with their auxiliaries, 
and the Histories constituting the fifth 
Veda, 


30—31. Became the refuge of the Brah- 
manas as the ocean is that of the rivers, that 
afflicter of enemies who led the life both of 
a Brahmana anda Kshatriya, how could 
that Brahmana, venerable in years meet 
his death through weapons. Intolerant in 
spirit, he was ever humiliated, and had 
to undergo troubles for my sake. 


32—33. Through the.son of Kunti he 
reaped the fruits of his own actions however 
undeserving he might have been of them. 
How could that one, on whose feats of valour 
depends the world of bowmen, who was ever 
devoted to truth, and of pious deeds, who 
was foremost like the Sakra in heaven, who 
was endued with great viyours and strength, 


the other rulers of earth, | 


| 
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how could that one be slain by persons 
hankering after Prosperity ? 


34. How could that one of great light- 
ness of hand, endued with might, a firm 
wielder of bow and the grinder of his foes, 
how could that one be slain by the sons of 
Pritha like a tim slain by the smaller fishes ? 
_35- He, meeting whom no person de- 
Sirous of victory, ever returned with life, 
he whom when alive the following two sound 
never left, namely, 


36. The sound of the recital of Vedic 
verses, by those desirous of acquiting Vedic 
knowledge, and the twang of the bow- 
strings, caused by those wishing to acquire 


| skill in bowmanship; he who was never 


depressed, who was the foremost among 
men, and was ever attended with pros- 
perity and was invincible, 


37—38. He who was equal to the elephant 
and the lion in prowess, even he has been 
slain! I can not even tolerate the thought of 
Drona’s death. How, O Sanjaya, the son 
of Prishata, slew in battle that most invin- 
cible hero whose might was never checked 
and whose fame was never soiled even 
before the very eyes of the foremost of 
men? Who were those persons who fought 
in Drona’s front, and protected him from 
near? 


39. Who were they who brought up his 
rear and obtained that end which is so 
difficult of being attained? Who were they 
that covered the right and the left wings of 
that high-souled one ? 


40. Who went before him when that hero 
fought in the battle? Who were they that 
courted death that stood face to face to 
them regardless of their body ? 


41—44. Who were those heroes that 
attained the highest state of existence, in 
the battle with Drona? Did those vile 
Kshatriyas entrusted with the protection of 
Drona, out of apprehension, abandon him 
in (the thick of) the fight? Was he slain 
Ly the toe while there helpless? Out of 
fear Drona‘would never turn his back on 
the field of battle, though the danger might 
be very great. How could he have been 
slain by theenemy? O Sanjaya, although 
in a very critical situation, an illustrious 
person should do this, namely, display his 
prowess to the best of his might; all 
this was in Drona. O son, my mind is 
loosing consciousness ; refrain for awhile 
from this discourse. O Sanjaya, regaining 
my consiousness, I shall again question you. 


Thus ends the ninth chapter, the grief 
of Dhritarastra, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 





te 
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CHAPTERX. 
DRONABHISHEKA PARVA— 


Continued. 
Vaishampayana said :— 


1. Thus having questioned the son of 
Suta, Dhritarastra, sorely oppressed with 
the sorrow of his heart and despondent of 
the victory of his sons, dropped down on 
the ground. 


2. Seeing him unconscious and fallen 
down on the ground, the attendants sprink- 
led him with very cold and holy-scented 
water, fanning him all the while. 


3. Beholding that great king fallen 
down, the Bharata ladies surrounded him 
on all sides, and began tochafe him (gently) 
with their hands. 


4. Then those beautiful ladies, 
their voices choked up with the vapour of 
giief, gently raised the monarch from the 
surface of the earth, and placed him on 
his throne. 


5. Placed onthe throne, the monarch 
overwhelmed by the influence of the swoon, 
remained motionless, while he was fanned 
from all sides. 


-6. Slowly regaining consciousness, that 
ruler of earth began to quake, and he 
again questioned the son of Gavalgani, of 
the Suta tribe, regarding the events of the 
battle, as they occurred. 


Dhritarastra ssid :— 


7—9. That Ajatasatru (Yudhisthira) 
who like the rising sun drives away dark- 
ness by his own radiance, who (charges an 
enemy), like a tremendous and infuriated 

` elephant in rut, incapable of being defeated 
by a rival leader of herds, charging a rival 
proceeding with cheerful face towards a 
female of the species, what great warrior of 
of my host faced that Ajatasatru, as he 
charged, in order to keep him away from 
Drona? That foremost of men, that hero, 
who has slainin battle many brave warriors, 


io. That mighty-armed, intelligent and 
and brave hero of invincible might, who, 
single-handed, can consume the whole host 
of Duryodhana by means of his terrible 
glances, 


11. That destroyer by his glances, that 
one ever inclined to gain victory, that wiel- 
der of bow, that hero of eternal renown, 
that self-controlled warrior held in high 
respect by the whole world—what warriors 
of my army did surround that hero? 


* 32. Who were 


those warriors of my 
host that encountered that irrepressible 
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į soldiers give way. 
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prince, that wielder of bow, that hero of utte 


fading glory, that foremost of men, that 
son of Kunti? 


13—14. That hero who rushing with 
headlong speed charged Drona, who 
achieves grand feats at the expense of the 


enemy, that most puissant one of gigantic 


stature and great vigour, who equals ten 
thousand elephants in strength,—what 
warriors surrounded that Bhimasena as he 
charged my army ? 


15. As that mighty car-warrior of exces- 
sive energy, Vibhatsu, resembling a 
dense mass of rain-clouds, came, creating 
terrible sounds like the clappings of the 
thunder-bolt, like Parjanya itself 


16. Showering torrents of arrows like 
lndra showering rain, and causing the 
cardinal quarters to reverberate with the 
sound of his palms and rattle of his chariot- 
wheels, 


17. (When that terrible hero) whose 
bow was effulyent like a flash of lightning, 
whose chariot resembled a cloud having for 
its thunder the rattle of its wheels, (that 
hero) the whizz of whose arrows made him 
all the more fierce, 


18—20. Whose ire is like a dreadful 
cloud, who is fleet like the mind or the 
wind, who always pierces the enemy to the 
very core of his heart,who,armed with shafts, 
is dreadfulto gaze at, who profusely fills 
all the cardinal quarters with human blood 
like Death himself, who, with a terrific roar 
and a dreadful countenance, wielding the 
Gandiva, pours, in one continuous shower,on 
the head of my warriors led by Duryodhana, 
shafts whetted on stone and decked with 
the feathers of vultures,—whien that intelli- 
gent Vijaya came, what became the state 
of your mind ? 


21. When that son of Pritha bearing 
the device of the foremost of apes on his 
banner, came, overspreading the sky with 
his shower of shafts, what became the state 
of your mind at the sight of him? R 


22. Did Arjuna rush to battle, killing 
your warriors by the very twang of his bow 
Ganaiva, and achieving dreadful feat (as 
he advanced) 4 


23. Did Dhananjaya deprived you of 
your lives with his arrows, like the hurricane 
scattering masses of gathering clouds, or 


felling forests of reed by blowing through 
them ? 


24. What man is powerful enough to 
encounter the wielder of the Gandiva bow 
in battle? Even hearing him to be, on the 
head of the (hostile) array, all sanks of 
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25. Inthat battle, in which soldiers 
trembled and even heroes were inspired 
with fear, whowere they that did not 
forsake Drona, and who were those mean 
fellows that fled out terror ? 

26. Who were they that battle, 
shuffling this mortal coil, courted Death 
standing before them in the shape of Dha- 
nanjaya who had obtained victory even 
over superhuman combatants ? 


27. My warriours cannot withstand the 
impetus ofthat one having white horses 
harnessed to chariot, nor can they bear the 
twang of the Gandiva, that resembles the 
rumbling of clouds in the rainy season. 


28. I consider that chariot which has 
Vishakeena for its driver, and Dhananjaya 
for its warrior, to be unconquerable even 
by the celestials and Asuras united together. 


29. Delicate, youthful, brave, of a hand- 
some appearance, that son of Pandu who 
is intelligent, skilful, accurate in his memory, 
of prowess incapable of being thwarted, in 
battle. 

30. When that Nakula giving forth a 
loud roar and ‘afflicting the whole army, 
rushed upon Drona, what warriors tried to 
check his career ? 

31. When Sahadeva, resembling an in- 
furiated snake of mortal poison, rushed at 
Drona, afflicting his enemies, when that one 
owning w‘ite horses and incapable of being 
conquered in battle. 

32. When that one of illustrious vows, 
of never-failing aim, of bashful nature and 
invincible ‘prowess, when that Sahadeva 
charged, who were those heroes that with- 
stood him? 

33. That hero who having completely 
crushed the army of king Souvira, took for 
his consort the desirable princess of the 
Bhojas and graceful in limbs of the body. 

34, That foremost of men Yuyudhana 
who is ever endued with truthfulness, re- 
soluteness, bravery, and Brahmacharyys. 


35. That warrior possessed of great 
physical strength, who always does what 
is true, who is never depressed, and who is 
invincible, and equals Vasudeva in _ battle 
and is considered to be a second Vasudeva. 


36.. Who, by the teachings of Dhanan- 
jaya has become foremost in the act of using 
‘arrows, who is equal to the son of Pritha 
in the use of weapon, what warrior of my 
army kept him away from Drona ? 

37, That foremost hero among the 
Vrishhis that bravest anrong all wielders 
of bow, who is equal to Rama himself in the 
use of weapons, in glory and in prowess, 


38. That one of the Satwata *race in 
who there are truth, firmness, intelligence, 
noyes the mowiedge ofthe Vedas, and 

əst excellent weapons, as the tri 
world is in Kesava himself. i 

39. That mighty champion who is-en- 
dued with all virtues, aad who is ina 
pable of being opposed even by the celes- 
tials, what warriors (of my army) approach- 
ing him, surrounded him on all sides ? 


40. That foremost among the Panchalas, 
that hero of noble extraction, and a favourite 
of all high-born person, always achieving 
excellent feats in battle, namely Utta- 
manjaya. P 

41, That one ever intent on doing good 
to Dhananjaya, and born for doing evil 
only to me, who resembles Yama, or 
Vaisravana, or Aditya, or Mahendra, or 
Varuna. 


42. That prince renowned as a great 


-car-warrior, and ever ready to sacrifice his 


life in the every think cf battle, what heroes 
of my army surrounded him ? 


43. That one who alone deserting the 
Chedis had sided with the Pandus, namely 
Dhristaketu, what heroes surrounded him 
when he-advanced towards Drona ? 


_44. That-hereoic Ketumat, who slew the 
Prince Durjaya when he took sheller in 
Girivraja, what hero of my army kept him 
(Ketumat) away from Drona ? 

45—46. What warriors of my army en- 
countered Sikhandin when he rushed at Dro- 
na—Sikhandin, the foremost of mean, who 
has realished the pleasures (in himself).of man 
hood and femininity, that son of Jajnasena, 
who is ever cheerful in battle, and who 
became the cause of the death of the high 
souled Devavrata in battle ? 


47. That most excellent hero amon 
Vrishnis, that foremost of all wislden ret 
bow, that hero, in whom, reside all virtues 
even in agreater degree. than in Dha- 
napjaya- himself. 

48. In whom always exist truth, (the 
knowledge of) the best weapons, and 
Brahmacharyya, who is equal to the son of 
Vasudeva in prowess, andto Dhananjaya 
in strength. 

49. Who resembles Aditya in effulgence 
Vrihaspati in P oneal the high- 
souled Abhimanyu who is like Death himself 
with a gapping mouth. 

50. What heroes surrounded-him when 
he advanced towards Drona ? That youthful 
hero of unripe understanding, that-slayer of 
hostile heroes, namely Subhadra’s son. 


` 51—52. When he charged Drona, 
became the state of your mind then? = 


16 MAHABHARATA 


When those formost of princes, the son 


of Draupadi, in battle rushed at Drona like 


streams flowing towards the ocean, what 
heroes obstructed them ? Those boys, who 


having abandoned all boyish sports, for 


twelve years. 

53. And observing excellent vows danced 
attendance on Bhima in order to receive 
lessons in the use of weapons, those boys, 
namely Kshatranjaya, Kshatradeva, 
Kshatravarma, and Manada, 

54. Those heroic sons of Dhristadyumna, 
what warriors kept them away from Drona 
? That one whom the Vrishnis consider 
superior in battle to hundred warriors. 

55. That mighty warrior Chekitana, what 
hero of my army tried to keep him away 
from Drona ? The five Kekaya brothers, 
virtuous and endued with prowess incapable 
of being thwarted, 

56. Resembling the Indragopakas (in 
complexion), furnished with red armours and 
weapons and banners, those heroes who are 
the sons of the sister of the Pandavas’ mother 
and who ever long for the victory of the 
Pandavas, 

57—60. What heroes of my army 
surrounded them when they assaulted Drona 
with a view to kill him ? That lord of battles, 
desirous of slaying whom the enraged 
monarchs united together for six months in 
Varanavata could not defeat, that best of all 
wielders of bows, that hero of great strength 
and unerring aim, that foremost of men, 
Yuyutsu, who in a battle in Varanasi, 
everthrew from his car with a broad-headed 
shaft, the great warrior the son of Kasiraja, 
desirous of siezing a-maiden, what hero kept 
him away from Drona ? That mighty warnor 
Dhristadyumna, that principal counsellor of 
the sons of Pritha, 

61—62. Who is ever engaged in doing 
harm to Duryodhana, who has been created 
to slay Drona, what warriors of my side 
surrounded him, when consuming in battle 
all warriros, and shattering all the ranks of 
my soldiers, he advanced towards Drona ? 
That foremost of all men conversant with 
the weapons, who has been reared, as it 
were, on the very lap of Drupada, 


63. That Sikhandin, guarded by 
Arjuna’s weapons, what warriors of my 
army kept him away from Drona ? That 
one who, as if with a leather belt, 
encompassed this extensive earth, 

64—66. With the deafening rattle of his 


chariot, that foremost of warriors, the chief 


of all slayers of enemies, who in lieu of other 


sacrifices accomplished ten horse-sacrifices 





with ample food, drink and Dakshina, that 
one who ruled his subjects, as if they were 
his own sons, that son of Usinara who in his 
sacrifice gave away kine as numerous as the 
sand that over-spread the banks of the 
Ganges-stream, whose this deed no man has 
been or will be able to imitate ; 

67—69. After the accomplishment by him 
of this feat, the very gods had exclaim saying 
‘We do not see in the three worlds with all 
their mobile and immobile creations, a 
second person save Usinara’s son, who has 
attained to regions, after death, which are 
unattainable by human beings’—who amongst 
my warriors, opposed that Saivya, that 
grandson of the Usinara’s son, while he 
assaulted Drona ? 

70. What warriors of my host obstructed 
that squadron of cars, belonging to Virata, 
the king of the Matysas, the slayer of his 
enemies, as it carecred towards Drona ? 

71. That one endued with great strength 
and prowess, born of Vrikodara in the course 
of a single day, that heroic Rakshasa of 
potent illusive powers, of whom I entertain 
great apprehension, 

72. Who is always desirous of victory for 
the sons of Pritha, who is a thorn in the 
sides of my sons, what hero of my army 
kept that Ghatotkacha of gigantic body away 
from Drona ? 

73. O Sanjaya, what cannot be 
vanquished by them for whose interests these 
and other such numerous (heroes) are ever 
ready to sacrifice their lives in battle ? 

74. Those sons of Pritha, whose well- 
wisher and refuge is that wielders of Saranga 
bow, those sons, how could they suffer defeat 
in battle ? 

75. The son of Vasudeva is the supreme 
preceptor of the worlds, the Lord of all and 
the Eternal ; that master Narayana, that one 
of divine soul is the refuge of men in battle. 

76. His divine achievements are extolled 
by the wise ; I shall also recite them with 
reverence, regaining my equanimity. 

Thus ends the tenth chapter, the words of 


Dhritarastra, in the Dronabhisheka of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XI. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA) 
— Continued. 
Dhritarastra said:— 


1. Hear, O Sanjaya, of the celestial feats 
of the son of Vasudeva, —feats which 
Govinda achieved and which no other person 


DRONA 


2. While he was being reared in the 
family of the cowherds, that illustrious one, 
even in his early years, made the might of 
his arms, O Sanjaya, known tothe three 
worlds, 

3. (Even then) he slew the Asura Haya- 
raja (prince of steeds) who was equal to 


the Uchatsravas in might and the wind itself | 


in fleetness, and who infested the woods on 
the shores of the Yamuna. 


4. In his early years, he killed with his 
twoarms only, the Danava inthe form ofa 
bull, of terrible deeds and born as Death 
himself to the cows. 


5- Heof eyes resembling lotus petals, 
also slew the great Asuras, named, Pra- 
lamva, Naraka, Jamva, Pecta, as also, 
Mura of god-like nature. 


6. Also Kansa of great vigour who was 
protected by Jarasandha himself, was slain 
with his followers, in battle, by Krishna 
with his prowess alone. , 


7—8. The mighty sovereign of the Sura- 
senas, by name Sunaman, of great prowess 
in battle, the master of a complete Akshou- 
hini, endued with activity and the second 
brother of Kansa the ruler of the Bhojas, 
with all his soldiers, was consumed in battle 
by that slayer of enemies, viz., Krishna with 
Valadeva as his second. ; 


9. That highly passionate Brahmanica! 
sage, by name Durvasa, was adored by 
him (Krishna) along with his. wives. The 
sage (pleased with him) accorded boons to 

im. : 


10. That one of eyes resembling lotus 
petals, that most puissant hero, (Krishna), 
carried away the daughter of the king of 
the Gandharas, after having defeated, at a 
Sayamvara (Self-choice), all the rulers of 
the earth. 


11. Like horses, those exasperated kings 


were harnessed to his bridal chariot, and | 


lacerated with the cut of his whip. 


12. That Janarddana, through the instru- 
mentality of another, slew Jarasandha of 


mighty arms, the lord of a complete 
Akshauhini. 
13. That puissant one, slaughtered, like 


a beast, the king of the Chedis, that power- 
ful leader of kingly hosts, when the latter 
disputed with him about the (sacrificial) 
Arghya. 

14, Madhava, by his prowess, hurled 
into the bosom of the sea, the fortress of the 
Danavas known as Soubha, situated in 
heaven, protected by Salwa and considered 
to be invulnerable. 


15. He obtained victory in battle over 
the Angas, the Bangas, the Kalingas, the 
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the Kosalas, the 
the Karushas and the 


Magadhas, the Kasis, 
Vatsyas, the Gargas, 


: Poundras, 


16. The Avantyas, the Southerners, 
the Mountaineers, the Daserakas, the 
| Kashmirakas, the Auroshikas, the Pisha« 

chas, the Samudgalas, 
17. The Kamvojas, the Vatadhanas, the 


| 

| Cholas, the Pandyas and, O Sanjaya, the 

| lrigarttas, the Malavas, the Daradas incap= 
able of being defeated, 


} 
| 18. The Khasas and the Sakas, com» 
from various directions, and the Yavanas 
with their followers,—that one of eyes re- 
| sembling the petals of a blue lotus, conquere 
| ed all these tribes in battle. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1g. Indays gone by, entering into the 
| abode of the sea-monster Makara, he 
| defeated in battle Varuna, surrounded by 
| all kinds of sea-animals, and hidden undet# 
| neath watery depths. 


20. Hrishikesha obtained the celestial 
conch called Panchajanya, after having 
| slain in battle Panchajana, who lived in the 
nether regions. 


21. That puissant hero, obtained his 
indomitable weapon of fire, the discus 
(Sudarsana),by propitiating Hutasana (Fire) 
by helping it to burn down the Khandava 
forest, in which act he was assisted by the 
son of Pritha (Arjuna), 


22. Riding on the son of Vinata, and 
creating quite a panic in thecity of the 
Immortals, that hero carried away the 
Parijata tree from the abode of the great 
i Indra. 


23. That act Sakra submissively brooked, 
for he was perfectly acquainted with the 
| prowess of Krishna. We have never heard 
of a king who has not been worsted by 
Krishna (in battle). : 


24. That most marvellous act, which 
he achieved in my assembly hall, O San- 
jaya, who else, save that one of eyes re- 
sembling lotus petal, is capable of doing ? 








25. Since inspired by reverence I have 
heen able to recognise [Krishna as the Lord, 
every thing in the Vedas is well-known 
to me and is before my eyes. 


26. Verily, O Sanjaya, none can reach 
the end (of the account) of achievements 
of Hrishikesha who is enducd with prowess, 
and intelligence. 


27. Then also Gada, Samva, Pradyumna, 
Viduratha, Agaboha Anirudha, Charu- 
deshna along with Sarana, 

28. Ulmuka, Nisata, 
hivobhru, Prithu, 
Arimejoya, 


the powerful Jhil- 
Viprithu, Somika ` and 
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29. These and other most puissant Vri- 
shni heroes, skilled in the art of smiting, 
will, standing on the field, betake to the 
ranks of the Pandava host, 


30. Being called to do so by that foremost 
of Vrishni warriors, viz, Keshava of high 
soul; then me-seems, everything (on my 
side) will be in great dangers. 


31. The heroic Rama, decked with gar- 
lands of wild flowers, equal in strength to two 
thousand elephants, resembling the peak 
of the Kailasa mountain and armed with 
the plough, will be there where Janard- 
dana is. 


32. That son of Vasudeva, whom all the 
regenerate ones call the Father of all, 
O Sanjaya, will battle for the interests of | 
the sons of Pandu? 


| 
li 
33» When that one, O son, O Sanjaya, | 
clothes himsclf in mail for the interesis of | 
the Pandavas, none will come forth as his 

antagonist. i 


34. If, per chance, the Kurus obtain į 
victory over the Pandavas then that one 
of the Vrishni race, for the interests of | 
these latter will take up his excellent weapon } 
(the discus). 


35. Then 
mighty-armed here, having slain in battle | 
the Kauravas and the (assembled) monarchs 
will offer the whole earth to Kunti. 


that foremost of men, that : 


| 
1 
| 

36. What other car can encounter | 
battle, that car of which the driver is ! 
Hrishikesha and the warrior is Dhanan- | 
jaya? 

37. In any way, I do not see victory 
for the Kurus. Recount to me then, 
as to how the battle raged. 

| 


38. Arjuna is the soul of Kesava, 
Krishna is the soul of the diadem-de:ked 
(Arjuna). In Arjuna victory ever resides, 
‘and eternal glory is in Krishna. 


all 


and 





. Inall the regions, Vibhatsu is uncon- } 
39 ! 


querable. All virtues arein Kesava inan | 
extraordinary degree. 
40. Duryodhana, through foolishness 


cannot recognise Krishna or Kesava; he 
is befooled by Destiny and the noose of 
Death hangs over him. 


41. Duryodhana knows not Krishna of 
the Dasarharace, and Arjuna the son of 
Pandu; they both are supreme Divinities, 
of high soul, known on earth as Nara and 
Narayana. 


42—44. On earth they appear to men as 
two different persons, though in reality they 
are of one and the samesoul. ‘That highly- 
renowned invincible pair, can with the fiat of 
their will slay this host, if only they wish it. 
But for humanity's sake, they do not wish it, 


, all that occurred, on the advent 


MAHABHARATA. 


O son, the slaughter of Bhisma and Drona, 
of high souls, appears to be like the over- 
turning of the Yuga and the stupefaction 
of the senses. In this world neither by 
Brahmacharyya, nor by the study of the 
Vedas, 


45. Nor by the performance of rites, 
or by the dint of weapons, can any one 
be saved from Death. ‘Those two heroes, 
held in high honour by the worlds, accom- 
plishe:! in the use of weapons, and invincible 
in battle, 


46. Namely, Bhisma and Drona,—hear- 
ing of their death, why do I, O Sanjaya, 


still live? That prosperity, seeing which 


attend Yudhisthira before, we were so 
jealous, 
47. To-day, deprived of that pres- 


perity, we shall have to live, in consequence 
of the death of Bhisma and Drona. ‘This 
complete annihilation of the Iurus has 
come consequent upon my actions. 


48. for the destruction of those, O you 
of the Suta caste, who are ripe for it, even 
the straw behave like a thunder-bolt. In 
this world Yudhisthira is going to obtain 


, prosperity which is infinite, 


49. Yudhisthira, through whose wrath 
Bhisma and Drona have met their ends. 
Righteousness has naturally attached itself 
to Yudhisthira, while it is hostile to the 
cause of my sons. 


50. Time so cruel, that has come for 
destroying every one, cannot be overcome ! 
O son, things calculated in one way even 
by intelligent persons, 

51. Result in an altogether different 
way, through the agency ot Destiny; this 
is my belief. ‘Pherefore relate to me truly 
of that 
dreadful but enevitable calamity (the death 
Drona, generating most grieving thoughts, 
and incapable of being crossed over by us. 

Thus ends the eleventh chapter, the 
lamentation of Dhritarastra, in the Drona- 
bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XII. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


: Sanjaya said :— 


1. Alas! I shall relate to you everything, 
as I saw with my own eyes, how Drona fell 


being slain by the Pandus and the Srin- 
jayas. 


‘DRONA PARVA, 


2. The, mighty car-warrior, the son of 
Bharadwaja, having been installed as the 
commander of the army, said these words 
to your son, in the very midst of the 
soldiers. 


_ g- O monarch, in as muchas, to-day 
you have honoured me with the generalship 
of this army, immediately after that fore- 
most of the Kouravas, the son of the river 
(Ganga), 

4. © Bharata, reap the adequate fruit 
of that act of yours. What desire of yours 
shalt f fulfil now? Ask whatever boon you 
may like 7” 


5. Thereupon king Duryodhana, accom- 
panied by Karna, Dussasana and others, 
thus spoke to the invincible preceptor, the 
‘foremost of all victors. 


6. “If you would at all accord me a 
boon, then having captured that foremost 
of car-warriors, Yudhisthira alive, do you 
bring him to me.” 

7. Thereupon the preceptor of the Kurus 
hearing these words of your son, spoke the 
following words, thereby imparting great 
delight to the troops. 


8. ‘Fortunate is the king, the son of 
Kunti, whose capture only you desire. O 
invincible one, you do not ask for any other 
boon, such as his slaughter. 

6. Why, O foremost of men, do you 
not desire his slaughter? For what reason 
do you not allude to his death? Surely 
O Duryodhana, you are not wanting in 
policy. 

10o. It is wonderful that the virtuous 
king Yudhisthira should kave none deadly 
inimical to him. As you desire him to 
live, either you intend to preserve your own 


race, 
11. Or, O foremost of the Bharatas, 


having defeated the Pandavas in battle, 
you desire to re-establish brotherly feelings 
(with them), by giving them back their 
kingdom. 


| 


12. Praised be that king the son of | 


The birth of that intelligent one 
was auspicious. ‘fhe fact of his being 
Ajatasatru (having no enemy) is verified 
to-day, in as much as even you are affec- 
tionate towards him.” : 


Kunti. 


13. 
thus addressed by Drona, 
was then present in his heart, 


ound vent. 


- 14. Even beings like Vrihaspati himself 
cannot suppress the outward m 
of internal feclings. “Therefore, 
your son, transported with joy, 
words. 


the fecling that 
suddenly 


O monarch, 


anifestations ! 


spoke these ; 


O Bharata, when your son had been ; 


| 


} 
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15. “On the event of the death of the 
son of Kunti in battle, O preceptor, victory 
cannot be mine. If Yudhisthira were to be 
slain, Partha is sure to slay all of us, 


16. Even the immortals cannot slay all 
of them in battle ; so he that will survive 
the rest of them is sure to extirpate us all. ` 


17. If Yudhisthira, ever truthful to his 
Promises, be brought here alive, he being 
once more defeated at dice, the Pandavas 
obedient to him, will again repair to the 
woods, 7 


„18. In this way, it is obvious, that my 
victory will endure for a long time. It is 
for this that I do never desire the death of 
the virtuous king Yudhisthira.” 


19. Being apprised of his crooked inten- 
tions, Drona ot keen intellect and conver- 
sant with the science of polity, accorded 
the boon to him after a little reflection, 
modifying it thus. 


Drona said :— 

20. “If in battle, the heroic Arjuna does 
not protect king Yudhisthira, then you may 
already regard the foremost of the Pan- 
davas, brought under your control. 

21. Even the celestials with Indra at 
their head, and united with the Asuras 
themselves, can not cope with Partha in 
battle; for this reason, O son, 1 do not 
venture to advance against him. 

22. No doubt, he is my disciple, and I 

am senior to him in the use of weapons. 
But he is youthful, blessed with a good 
fortune, and assiduous in (the execution of) 
his intents. 
3. Moreover, he has obtained weapons 
from Indra and Rudra; besides he has 
been, O king, incensed by you. It is for 
these reasons, that I venture not to perform 
what you ask me to do. 

24. Withdraw Arjuna from the battle 
by what means so-ever that can be done. 
On Partha being removed, the righteous 
Yudhisthira is as good as vanquished by 
you. 


23. 


23. O foremost of men, victory depends 
on his capture, and not on his death: and 
his capture can be brought about by this 
artifice. 

26. I, having siezed that king devoted 
to truth and righteousness, will, O monarch, 


ino doubt, bring him under your control 


to-day, 
he remains cen for a 
moment before me in battle: of course, if 
that foremost of men. the son of Kunti 
Dhananjaya be removed from the field of 
battle. 


27. Provided, 
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28. But, O king, before the eyes of 
Phalguna, Yudhisthira cannot be captured 
in battle, even by the celestials and the 


Asuras exerting jointly with Indra at their 
head.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

29. When under these circumscriptions, 
Drona had promised the capture of king 
Yudhisthira, your greatly-foolish sons re- 
garded the latter as already seized. 


30. Your son was perfectly aware of the 
partiality Drona cherished for the Pan- 
davas; so to make Drona strictly redeem 
his promise, Duryodhana gave publicity to 
that counsel. 


31. Thereafter, O grinder of your foes, 
Drona’s promise regarding the seizure of 
amongst the eldest of the Pandavas, was 
proclaimed all his soldiers by Duryodhana 
himelf. 


thus ends the twelfth chapter, the grant- 
ing of a boon by Drona, in the Drona- 
bhisheka of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XIII. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When Drona had promised the cap- | 
ture of the king under these limitations, your | 
soldiers, hearing 
Yudhisthira, | 


2—3. Uttered many loud shouts like į 
the roars of lions, accompanying them with - 
the noise of their (flying) shafts and the 
sound of their conchs. ‘Ihe virtuous king 
Yudhisthira, O Bharata, was soon apprised, 
in detail, of everything regarding the pur- 
poses of the son of Bharadwaja, by his 
trusty emissaries. ‘lhereupon haying 
Summoned together all his brothers and 
the other monarchs of his host, 


4. The very righteous king addressed 
these words to Dhananjaya:—"O foremost 


of men, to-day you have heard of the design 
of Drona. 





5. Adopt such course of action, as will 
revent the execution of that design. 
Lrue it is that Drona the destroyer of his 
foes, has pledged his troth with certain 
limitations ; 

6. But those limitations, 
warrior, have been all made d 
you, by him 


O mighty 
ependcnt on 
(Drona). Therefore, O mighty- 
ou this day fight by my 
so that Duryodhana may not secure 


armed one, do y 
side, 


MAHABHARATA, 


the fruition fo hi 3i 
is desire through the agenc 
of Drona.” fe 


Arjuna said :— 


7. As, the slaughter of my own precep- 
torcan never be perpetrated by me, so, 
also, O monarch, I can never agree to 


abandon you. 


8. Rather, O son of Pandu, I would 
give up my life in battle, than be antagonis- 
tic to my preceptor, at any time. 


9. Having captured you in battle, the 
son of Dhritarastra, desires to possess the 
kingdom ; but in this world of living beings, 


he will never obtain the fruition of his 
desire. 


10. The conclave dome with the stars 
may drop down; the earth itself may be 
shattered to pieces ; yet Drona will never 
Capture you, so long as I live. 


11. Even if the wielder of the thunder- 


bolt himself, or Vishnu accompanied by the 
| the celestials, assists him in battle, still, he 


shall never capture you in battle. 


12. O foremost of monarchs, so long as 
Tam alive, you need not entertain any 
apprehension from Drona the foremost of 
all wielders of weapon or any body else. 


13. Moreover, O foremost of kings, I 
say that my resolution is decided. I never 
think of purjuring myself ; I never think of 
my defeat. I never think of keeping the 


least part, of any vow I may take, unre- 
deemed. 


of the probable capture of | Sanjaya said :— 


14. Thereupon, O monarch 


, in the camp 
of the Pandavas, 


chonchs and drums and 


| Mridangas together with the Anakas, were 


simultancously sounded. 


15. There arose also loud shouts, like 
the roar of lions, uttered by the high-souled 
Pandavas ; and the deafening: sound result- 
ing from the twang of their bow-strings and 
the striking of their palms against their 
arms, reached the very skies. 


16. Hearing that blare of the conchs 
sounded by the highly-puissant sons of 
Pandu, your soldiers in their camp struck 
up Various instruments 


17. Thereafter, O Bharata, your, as 
well their, divisions were formed into battle- 
array; and slowly they advanced desirous 
of encountering one another in battle. 


18. Then raged a dreadful and hair- 
stirring battle, between the Pandavas and 


the Kurus, as also between Drona and the 
Panchalas. 


19. Struggling to the best of their en- 
deavours, to slay the divisions of Drona, 


DRONA -@ARvA, 


the Srinjayas could not accomplish their 
purpose asthe divisions were protected by 
rona himself, 


20. So also the car-warriors of your 
son’s host, skilful in smiting down the enemy 
could not vanguish the Pandava division 
led by the diadem-decked Arjuna himself, 


21. Protected by Drona and Arjuna 
respectively, the [two armies, appeared to 
stand still like two blossoming forests, in the 
silence of the night. 


_ 22, Then, O monarch, that one (Drona) 
riding on the golden car like the sun him- 
self in radiance,crushing hosts of the Panda- 
vas, careed at will thiough its various divi- 
sions. 

23. Then the Pandavas and the Srin- 
jayas considered, through fright, that single 
car-warrior mounted on a swift-moving car 
and of great activity in battle, as multiplied 
in to many. 


24. Dteadful shafts shot by him, whizzed 
in all directions, terrifying, O monarch, the 
army belonging to the son of Pandu. 


25. Drona then appeared like the mid- 
day sun burning with a hundred light rays 
that drew out the perspiration from the 
body. 

26. O Bharata, as the Danavas were 
unable to look at the great Indra, 60 none 
among the army of the sons of Pandu, was 
able to look at his wrathful self (Drona) 
in battle. 

27. Then that most puissant son of 
Bharadwaja, stupefying the whole host, 
speedily blew off the division of Dhrista- 
dyumna with his sharpened arrows. 

28. Obstructing the points of the com- 
pass, and overspreading the whole welkin 
with his straight-going shafts, Drona com- 
menced crushing the division of the Pandava 
host, even at the place where the son of 
Prishata was. 

Thus ends the thirteenth chapter, the 
solemn declaration of Drona to capture 
Yudhisthira, inthe Drona Parva. 


— 


CHAPTER XIV. 
(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said ‘— 

. Then Drona creating great confusion 
aie, the ranks of the Pandava host, 
trampled it under foot, like a forest-confla- 


gration burning down trees. 


2. The Srinjayas an to tremble with 
fear, seeing that enraged hero of the golden 
car (Drona), consume their division like 
a raging conflagration.- 


3. In that battle, they heard the twang 
of the constantly stretched bow of that 
warrior of great activity,—twang that re- 
sembled the rumbling of the thunder. 


4: Terrible shafts shot by that one of 
great lightness of hands, completely crushed 
car-warriors and cavalry and elephants 
horses and infantry, 


5. At the expiration of the Summer, like 
the rain-cloud, assisted by the strong -gale, 
showering its contents, Drona, pouring 
streams of iron-tipped arrows, struck terror 
into the hearts of his enemies. 


6. Then, O king, that puissant one 
careering through the troops of the enemy 
apd agitating them, aggravated their 
ears, 


7. Like flashes of lightning traversing 
dense masses of clouds, his bow of golden 
eftulgence, was repeatedly seen to flash 
in his whirling car that resembled a mass of 
cloud itself. 


3. That hero, ever devoted to truth, 
endued with intelligence, and ever firm in 
righteousness, then caused a dreadful river 
with swelling currents, to flow there, that 
appeared like the one seen at the end of a 
Yuga ; 

That had its origin in the flow of 
Dronas wrath ; that was infested with nu- 
merous carnivorous animals ; that was filled 
with waves consisting of the troops ; that ate 
away the trees (standing on its banks) con- 
sisting of heroic warriors ; 

10o. That had blood for its waters, cars, 
for its eddies, elephants and horses for its 
banks, armours for its rows of lotuses, and 
flesh for the mire filling its bed ; 


11. That had, fat, marrow and bones, 
for its beaches, and excellent head-gears for 
its froth ; that had the raging encounter for 
the cloudy canopy over its surface, and the 
split lances for the fishes that abounded 
init; 

12. That was inaccessible in conse- 
quence of the corpses of large number of 
men, elephants and horses; that flew in 
strong currents constitued by the impetus 
of the shafts; that had the slain bodies for 
logs of timber floating on it; that swarmed 
with tortoises constitued by cars; 


13. That had heads for pebbles scattered 
on its banks; that had scimitars for the 
fishes abounding in it; that had elephants 
and chariots for its lakes ; that was adorned 
with may ornaments į 
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14, That had mighty car-warriors for its 

idred little whirlpools; that was orna- 
mented with little wavelets constituted by 
the dust of the earth; that was capable of 
being crossed over in battle by. those endued 
with great prowess, and incapable of being 
crossed by the cowards ; 


15.. That had heaps of corpses obstruct- 
ing its navigation; that was haunted by 
Kankas, al vultures ; that carried, by 
thousand, mighty car-warriors to the 
regions of Death ; - 


16. That was infested by snakes con- 
sisting of the (broken) ‘spears; that 
abounded in aquatic fowls consisting of 
living fighters; that had torn umbrellas 
forits large swans, and (fallen) diadems 
for its smaller birds ; 


17. That had wheels (or discs) for its 
turtles, and maces for its sharks, and 
arrows for its smaller fishes; that was re- 
sorted to by fearful swarms of crows, vul- 
tures and jackals ; 


18. And, O foremost of kings, that bore 
in hundreds to the regions of the ancestral 


manes, beings slain by the powerful Drona 
in that battle, 


19. That was choked up with heaps 
of dead bodies ; that had hair for its mosses 
and weeds. O monarch, such a river 
Drona caused to flow, that enhanced the 
apprehension of the cowards. 


20. Then all those divisions having 
Yudhisthira at their head, assaulted on all 
sides that mighty car-warrior Drona who 
had been uttering loud shouts. 


21. Then all your heroic troops endued 
with steady pravtess received (unflinchingly) 
that rushing army on all sides; the result 
was horripilating, 


22. Sakuni. conversant with hundred 
kinds of deceitful practices, encountered 
Sahadeva, piercing the latters charioteer, 
chariot and flag-staff with sharpened shafts. 


23. Thereupon the son of Madri, wrought 
up with ire, cut down with his arrows, 
‘the standard, bow, charioteer, and steeds 
of the son of Suvala, and then pierced the 
latter with sixty shafts. 


. 24. Thereupon the son of Suvala, grasp- 
ing a mace, jumped down from his best of 
ears; then with the stroke of his mace, he 


felled, O king, the driver of Sahadeva, from 
his chariot. : ; 


25. Then, © monarch, those two heroic 
mighty warriors deprived of their cars, 
armed with their clubs, began toroam in 
the field of battle like two mountains adorn- 
cd with peaks, j 











26. Drona, having pierced the king of 
the Panchalas with ten swift-going (shafts), 
was, in return, pierced by him with many 
shafts; and he then again pierced the 
latter with a still larger number of arrows. 


27. Bhimasena pierced Vivinsati with 
twenty keen-pointed shafts; but being 
so pierced, he did not tremble ; and that was 
indeed marvellous. 


28. But, O mighty sovereign, Vivinsati 
suddenly deprived Bhimasena of his horses, 
standard and bow; and then the troops 
highly applauded him. 


29. But the latter did not tolerate that 
act of prowess achieved by his adversary 
in battle ; and then with his mace he felled 
the excellently-trained horses of Vivinsati, 


go. Then like an infuriated elephant 
rushing at an infuriated rival, the puissant 
Vivinsati, grasping a buckler, jumped down 
from his car the steeds of- which had been 
slain, and assaulted Bhimasena. 


gt. The heroic Salya, pierced, smilingly, 
his own dear nephew Nakula, as if in dalli- 
ance, with arrows, in order to excite the 
latter’sjwrath, 


32. But the mighty Nakula, cutting 
down, in that battle, Salaya’s steeds, 
umbrella, standard, charioteer and bow, 
blew his conch. 


33. Dhristaketu having sundered in 
twain various shafts shot by Kripa, pierced 
the latter with seventy arrows; and then 
with three more cut off the device on Kripa’s 
standard, 


34. Thereupon Kripa encompassed him 
with a mighty shower of arrows; thus 
holding Dhristaketu in check, the Vipra 
fought on with him, in battle. 


35. Satyaki pierced Kritavarman in the 
middle of his breast with a Waracha ; then 
again piercing him with seventy arrows, he 
drove many more inside the latter’s body 
laughing all the while, 


36. ‘The warrior of the Bhoja race, then 
pierced Satyaki with seven and seventy 
keen-pointed arrows; but he failed to 
move the latter like the fleet wind failing 
to move the mountain. 


37- Senapati sorely pierced Susarman 
to the very quick. The latter also struck 
the former on the shoulder-joint with a 
Tomara (or lance), 


38. King Virata, with the highly puissant 
Matsyas, oppossed in battle the son of 


Vikartana. And there raged a wonderful 
combat. 


39. Then a great feat was achieved by 
the son of the charioteer, when he held the 
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whole force (of Virata in check with (a 
shower of) his shafts of close-joints. 


4o. King Drupada himself was engaged 
with Bhagadatta. O mighty monarch, the 
combat between them was indeed marvell- 
ous. 


41.7 Bhagadatta, the foremost of men, 
pierced’ with close-jointed shafts, king*Dru- 
pada,} his charioteer, flag-staff, and cha- 
riot. 

42. Thereupon, wrought up with ire, 
king Drupada, swiftly struck] the mighty 
car-warrior Bhagadatta on the chest with a 
close-jointed shaft. 


43. Those two foremost of warriors on 
earth, both conversant with the use of wea- 
ons, namely, Sikhandin and the son of 

omadatta, fought with one’ another in a 
combat that inspired terror into the hearts 
of all creatures. 


44. Bhurisrava endued with great prow- 
ess, O king, covered in” battle with a great 
stream of arrows, the mighty car-warrior, 
the son of Jajnasena. 

45. O ruler of men, Sikhandin, filled 
with rage, pierced the son of Somadatta with 
ninety shafts, and, O Bharata, caused him 
to tremble. 

46. Thetwo Rakshasas of fierce deeds, 
viz., Hirimva and Alambusha, desirous of 
vanquishing each other, were engaged in a 
terrible combat. 

47. Capable of creating a hundred 
illusions, inflamed with arrogance, and each 
desirous of vanquishing the other, they 
fought a wonderful battle assailing one 
another with their power of illusions. 


48. The dreadful.Chekitana fought with 
Anuvindha ; they careered through the field 
of battle, disappearing at times and exciting 
great wonder. 

49. Lakshmana was engaged in a terri- 
ble combat with Kshatradeva, as, 
monarch, Vishnu was, in days of yore, 
engaged with the Daitya Hiranyakasipu. 

so. Then, O king, Pourava, uttering a 
loud roar, and mounting on a car, to which 
were yoked fleet steeds and which was 
properly furnished, rushed at the son of 
Subhadra. 


1. Then desirous of battle, Pourava 
oael of great might assaulted Abhi- 
manyu. Then that grinder of foes (Abhı- 
manyu) battled fiercely with his antagonist. 


2. Thenthe son of Puru covered the 
son of Subhadra with a thick shower of ar— 
rows. ‘hen the son of Arjuna cut down on 
earth the standard, umbrella and steeds of 


the former. 
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53. Then the son of Subladra having 
pierced Pourava with seven swiftly-fying 
arrows, pierced with five shafts his chariot~ 
eer and horses, 


54. Thus imparting delight to his owa 
troops and repeatedly uttering leonine rears, 
Arjuna’s son quickly took in his hand a 
shaft that was sure to causes Pourava’s 
death. 


55. The son of Hridika seeing that shaft 
of dreadful sight fixed on the bow-string (of 
Subhadra’s son) cut it down, along with the 
bow, with two arrows. 


56. Thereupon throwing aside that se- 
vered bow, the son of Subhadra, that slayer 
of inimical theroes, grasping a sharp sword 
and a buckler jumped down (from his 
car). 

57. Then whirling that buckler "bearing 
the devices of many stars which seemed to 
be identified with his hands as also the 
sword, he careered through the field of bat- 
tle displaying his prowess. 

58. O king, whirling the weapons by 
his sides and whirling them on high, and 
shaking them and himself jumping up he 
made the distinction between the sword and 
shield to be imperceptible. 

59. Then with a loud shout he sudden- 
ly leapt upon the shaft of Pourava's car; 
then ascending the car he dragged Pourava 
by the hair ; 

6o. Then with a kick of his leg he killed 
the latter’s charioteer, and with his sword 
cut down the standard; then he threw 
off Pourava, like the son of Tarkhya 
throwing aside a snake that he had sei- 
zed having agitated the waters of the 
ocean. 


61. Then all the rulers of earth saw 
Pourava with dishevelled hair resembling 
an ox deprived of his senses, while on the 
point of being felled by a lion. 


62. Then beholding Pourava at the 
mercy of the son of Arjuna, and dragged 
like one helpless, and fallen on the ground, 
Jajadratha did not tolerate it. 


63. Grasping a sword and a shield 
decorated with the emblem of a peacock 
and furnished with a row of hundred small 
tinklers, and utterring a loud roar, he jump- 
ed down from his chariot. 


64. Thereupon the nephew of Krishna 
beholding the prince of the Sindhus, left 
Pourava alone, and like a hawk suddenly 
jumped down from the latter’s car. 

65. The nephew of Krishna, severed 
down with his sword or warded off with his 
shield, the Prasas (lances) Pattishas (axes) 
and scimitars directed to him by his ene- 
mies. 
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66. Then displaying to the troops the 
might of his own arms, that puissant hero 
again uplifting his heavy sword and his 
shield, 


67. Advanced towards the son of 
Vriddhakshatra, the eternal enemy of his 
father, like a tiger rushing at an elephant. 


68. Then having encountered each other 
asif out of delight, they began to strike 
each other with their swords, like a tiger 
and a lion attacking each other with teeth 
and claws. 


69. Between those two foremost of men 
no person could notice any distinction re- 
garding the whirl, the strokes and the des- 
cent of their swords and shields. 


79. There seemed no distinction be- 
tween them as regards the descent and the 
whirl of their swords, and the warding off 
of each other’s blows. 


71. Then those two high-souled ones, 
careering inward and outward, in most ex- 
cellent tracks, appeared liketwo mountains 
furnished with wings. 


72. Then when the high-famed son of 
Subhadra was on the point of bringing 
down his sword on the head of Jayadratha, 
the latter struck him on his shield. 


73. Then that mighty sword, struck into 
the gold plate of Abhimanyu’s buckler, 
O Bharata, broke (in twain) as the king 
Hs the Sindhus tried to take it off with 
orce. 


74. Beholding his own sword break, 
Jayadratha receded six steps, and within 
an wink of the eye, was seen to be mounted 
on his own car. 


975. Then all the kings in a body en- 
compassed on all sides the nephew of 
Krishna, who had been then disengaged 
from the combat and had been sitting on 
his excellent chariot. 


76. Then the highly puissant son of 
Arjuna looking at Jayadratha, whirled his 
sword and buckler. 


77- Subhadra’s son, the slayer of hostile 
heroes, having vanquished the king of the 
Sindhus, consumed the troops led by the 
latter like the Sun scorching. the world. 


78. Thereupon, at him (Abhiraanyu) 
Salya hurled, in battle, his dreadful dart 
made of all iron, decked with gold and re- 
sembling a flashing flame of fire. 


9. Then like the son of Vinata catching 
hold of a mighty falling snake, the nephew 
of Krishna, leaping up caught hold of the 
dart; and having caught it, he drew his 
sword out of its sheathe. È 


Thereu all the monarchs in a 
chorus ERA shout resembling the roar 
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of a lion, having seen the lightness and 
prowess of that one of immeasurable energy 
(Abhimanyu). 

81. Thereafter the son of Subhadra, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, let go, charg- 
ing with the might of his arms, the sel- 
same dart of Salya of great resplendence 
and decked with lapises. 


82. Then that dart, that resembled a 
snake that had recently cast off its slough, 
reaching Salya’s chariot, slew its driver 
and felled him down from the car. 


83. Thereupon Virata, Drupada, Dhrista- 
ketu and Yudhisthira, Satyaki, Kaikaya, 
Bhima, Dhristadyumna and Sikhandin, 


84. The twins Nakula and Sahadeva,and 
the sons of Draupadi, all exclaimed ‘Well- 
done” ‘‘Welt-done.” Whizzing + sounds 
produced by the discharge of various arrows 
and ample leonine roars 


85. Arose there, imparting delight to 
the unreceding son of Subhadra. But your 
sons could not tolerate these indications 
of victory of their adversaries ; 


86. And so, suddenly they covered him 
from all sides, with showers of sharpened 
shafts, O monarch, like the clouds pouring 
their contents on the mountain. 


87. Then Atrayani. the slayer of foes, ` 
desirous of doing good co your sons and 


remembering the overthrow of WS gha- 
Tioteer, rushed in rage at the son of 
Subhadra. 


Thus ends the fourteenth chapter, the 
prowess of Abhimanyu, in the Dronabhi- 
sheka of the Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTERXV. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


8. O Sanjaya, you have described to me 
various wonderful accounts of single com- 


bats; hearing them I envy those who are 
blessed with eyes. 


2. In this world, all men will speak of 
this battle between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas, resembling that between the 


Feeya and the Asuras, as very wonder- 
ul. 


3 I am never satiated with the audi- 
tion of this excellent fight; therefore do 
= recount to me the (details o the) com- 


5 a ee Atrayaa and the sen 
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Sanjaya said :— 

4. Seeing his charioteer overthrown, 
Salya uplifting a mace wholly made of iron, 
and in rage uttering a loud shout, jumped 
down from his excellent car. 


5. Thereupon Bhima also grasping a 
mighty mace speedily encountered him 
(Talya) who then resembled the all-destroy~ 
ing fire in effulgence, and also the God of 
death wielding his bludgeon. 


6. The son of Subhadra also grasping a 
huge mace that looked like the thunderbolt 
itself, called out to Salya saying ‘Come, 
Come’; but Bhima, with great efforts, pre- 
vented him (from joining in the fray). 


Then having dissuaded the son of 
Subhadra, the puissant Bhimasena, meeting 
Salya in battle, stood immovable like a 
mountain. 


8. Also the mighty-powerful king of the 
Madras, beholding Bhima, rushed at him 


with impetuousity, like a tiger attacking | 


an elephant. : 

g. Then there arose the blare of trum- 
pets and conchs by thousands, as also 
leonine roars and deafening sounds of 
drums. 

10. Loud shouts of ‘Well-done’ ‘Weil- 
done’ were uttered by hundreds of Kuru 


and Pandava warriors who had been looking | 


on and rushing against one another. 


tr. © Bharata, none among the host of | 


kings, except the ruler of the Madras, 
could withstand in battle, the impetuousity 
of the attack of Bhimasena. 
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resembled a tree lighted by fire—flies during 
the rainy season at night-fall. 


18. The mace hurled by the king of the 
Madras in battle, O Bharata, illuminating 


the welkin, frequently emitted flashes of 
fires. 


19. Similarly the mace hurled by Bhima- 
sena at his foe, consumed the latter’s troops 
like a dreadful meteor shooting down. 


20. Then those two excellent of maces; 
clashing against each other, appeared like 
two fiercely breathing she-snakes, and emit- 
ted flashes of fire. 


21. Then like two mighty tigers attacking 
one another with their claws or like two 
infuriated elephants doing the same with 
their tusks, those two heroes, coursed (in the 
field), having grasped their two excellent 
maces. 


22. Then both of them being simul- 
taneously struck with those excellent of 
maces, were soon besmeared with blood and 
they resembled two Kinsuka trees decked 
with blossoms. 


23. Then in all the points of the compass. 
was heard, like the rumbling of Sakra’s 
thunder, the sound generated vy the clash of 
the maces wielded by those two foremost of 
men. 


24. Struck with the mace of the ruler of 
the Madras both on the left andon the 


! right side, Bhima did not tremble, even like 


12, Also, in this carth, none except : 


Vrikodara, could bear the vehemence of the 


mace wiclded by the kiag of the Madras of } 


illustrious soul. 


13. Then that huge mace, covered over 
with a net-work composed of hempen strings 


and gold wires, imparted great delight into | 


the hearts of the troops, and being wielded 
by Bhima it seemed to blaze forth. 


whirling their maces and moving in various 
orders, began to course in various circles. 


15. Whether as regards their circular 
movements and whirling motions or their 
wielding of the maces, the fight between 
those two foremost of men was equal in 
every respect. 

16. The prodigious mace of Salya being 
struck against that of Bhimasena, emitted 
dreadful flashes of fire and then quickly fell 
into fragments. 


17. Similarly the mace of Bhimasena 
being struck against that of his adversary, 
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a mountain cleft opèn (by the thunder-balt). 

25. Also the puissant fing of the Madras 
being struck by impetus of the mace of 
Bhima, patiently stood immovable Ike a 
mountain riven by the thunder-huit itself. 

26. Upraising their maces, they assault- 
ed one another with great impetis; they 
then again began to course in shorter 
circles. 


27. Leaping over space measuring eight 
steps and falling upon one another like two 
rival elephants, they bewan to strike with 
vehemence, one ancther, with their iron 


14. Then both Salya and Vrikodara, ' Lludgeons, 


28. In consequence of their great im- 
petus, and being struck sorely with each 
other’s mace, those two heroes simula- 
neously fell down on earth like two poles 
raised in honour of Indra. 


29. Thereupon the mighty car-warrior 
Kritavarman speedily came to Salya’s rescue 
whe was deprived of his senses and was 
breathing quickly. 


30. Sccing Salya crushed with the stroke 
of the mace, and writhing like a snake and 
overwhelmed with a swoon, O monarch, 

31. The mighty car-watrior Kritavarman, 
speedily taking up the ruler of the Madras 
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on his car carried him away from the field 
of battle. 


32. Though unconscious like one drunk 
the mighty-armed and heroic Bhima rose 
up in a twinkling of the eye and was seen 
standing with his mace in his grost. 


33. Thereupon your sons-seeing the king 
of the Madras turn back from the field of 
battle, O Sire, began to tremble supported 
though they were by elephant, infantry, 
cavalry and cars. 


34. The warriors of your army being 
crushed by the Pandavas desirous of victory 
and struck with fear, fled in all directions 
like clouds driven by the storm. 


35. The mighty warriors, O king, of the 
Pandava host having vanquished, in battle, 
the army of Dhritarastra, appeared efful- 
gent like blazing fires. 


36. ‘Transport-d with joy, they blew 
their conchs and vave forth roars resem- 
bling those of the lions, and struck up their 
drums along with mridangas and cymbals, 


Thus ends the fifteenth chapter, the de- 
Seat of Salya in the Dronabhisheka of the 
Drona Purva. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


(DRONABHISHEKA PARVA)— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
I. Seeing that army of yours thoroughly 
routed in battle, O monarch, Vrishasena 
endued with prowess, single-handed, began 


to protect it by means of the illussion of this 
weapons. 


2. In that battle numerous shafts dis- 
charged -by Vrishasena flew in all the ten 
directions of the compass, piercing men, 
horses, cars and elephants. 


3. Like the rays of the sun, © king» 
mighty arrows of blazing effulgence shot 
by him, began to fly (on all sides). 


4 O monarch, pierced by him car- 
warriors and cavalry began to fall down 


suddenly on the ground, like trees broken by 
the hurricane. 


5. That mighty car-warrior felled in 


battle, O monarch, large divisions of steeds, 


car-warriors, and elephants, by hundreds 
and thousands. 


6. Seen him career alone through 
the field of battle, like one fearless, all the 
monarchs uniting together encompassed him 
n all sides. 
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7. The son of Nakula by name Satanika 
charged Vrishasena and pierced the latter 
with ten Narachas that could penetrate into 
the very vitals. 


8. The son of Karna, in return, sundered 
his bow and cut down his standard.. The 
sons of Droupadi desiring to rescue their 
brother, rashed towards him. 


g. Soon with their arrowy showers they 
made the son of Karna disappear from the 
view. Thereupon car-warriors headed by 
the son of Drona charged them, lemoving: 
the shower of their arrows, i 


10. O monarch, these warriors (headed 
by Drona’s son) speedily covered over the 
mighty car-warriors namely the sons of 
Droupadi, with arrows of various descrip- 
tion like clouds pouring their contents on a 
mountain. 


11. Prompted by their affection for 
their sons, the Pandavas quickly encounter- 
ed them (assailants), being followed by the 
Panchalas, Kaikayas, Matsyas and Srin- 
jayas, with their arms uplifted. 


12. Then commenced a fierce and 
sanguinary and hair-stirring engagement. 
between your army and the army of the 
sons of Pandu like that between the celes- 
tials and the Danavas. 


13. Tkus the heroes among the Kurt 
and the Pandava hosts, wrought up with 
wrath, fought with one another looking 
furiously at one another and nourishing 
(deadly) hatred for one another. 


14. The bodies of those warriors of im- 
measurable prowess in consequence of their 
being inspired with wrath, appeared hike 
those of the feathered chief (Garnda) and 
of the mighty serpents fighting in the 
skies. 

15. The scene of action with Bhima. 
Karna, Kripa, Drona and Drona’s son, and 
Parshata and Satyaki, appeared effulgenr 
like the all-destructive sun that rises (at the 
time of the universal annihilation}. 


16. Then there ensued a dreadful battle, 
like that between the celestials and the 
Danavas, in which mighty warriors engaap- 


ed with mighty antagonists smote down 
one another. 


17. Vhereafterthe host of Yudhisthira, 
setting up a notse loud as that of the 
(agitated) ocean, fell to slaughter your 
hort of which the mighty car-warriors have 
ed. 

18 Then seeing the (IKonrava) host 
throughly shattered and excessiyely mutila- 
ted by the enemy, Drona exclaimed: ‘You 
need not fly, O heroes.’ 


19. Thereafter that hero 


i owning chest- 
nut steeds, inflamed with 5 


tage, like an 
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elephant bearing four tusks, penetrated 
into the Pandava ranks and rushed at 
Yudhisthira. 


20. Thereupon Yudhisthira pierced him 
with shafts, keen-pointed and furnished 
with feathers of the Kanka bird, Drona 
also cutting his bow in two charged him 
with great impetus. 


21. Thereat the protectors of Yudhisthira’s 
car-wheels namely Kumara, tle glory to 
the Panchala races, resisted the rushing 
Drona, like the beach opposing the swelling 
sea, 


22. When Drona the foremost of the 
regenarate ones was seen to be held in 
check by Kumara, there were heard sounds 
of war-cries and exclamations of ‘Excellent, 
excellent &c.’ 


23. Then in that battle, fierce Kumara. 
wrought up with ire, pierced, with a shaft, 


Drona on the chest; and then repeatedly | 


uttered roars like those of the lion. 


24. Then that highly puissant and in- 
defatigable Kumara of great lightness of 
of hands, having held Drona at bay in that 
battle, pierced him with thousands of 
shafts. 


25. Thereafter the foremost of the twice- 
born ones (Drona) slew Kumara that pro- 
tector of Yudhisthira’s car-wheels who was 
brave, of illustrious vows, and well-versed 
in the use of weapons and mantras. 


26. Then that foremost of the regenerate 
ones, the son of the Bharadwaja, became the 
protector of your army, having penetrated 
into the centre of the Pandava host and 
coursing on all directions. 


27. Piercing Sikhandin with twelve 
arrows, Uttamanjas with twenty, Nakula 
with five, and Sahadeva with seven, 


28. Yudhisthira with twelve and the sons 
of Droupadi each with three, Satyaki with 
fiveand the ruler of the Matsyas with ten 
arrows, 

29. And rushing at the foremost warriors 
of the Pandavas in due order, he (Drona.) 
agitated the warlike host in that battle. 
Vhen desirous of capturing the son of 
Kunti namely Yudhisthira, he (Drona) 
charged him. 

go. ‘Thereupon, O monarch, Yugandhara 
opposed the mighty car-warrior, the son of 
Bharadwaja, who was inflamed with rage, 
like the ocean swelling with the tempest. 

31. But Drona, having pierced Yudhis- 
thira with close-jointed shafts, overthrew 
Yugandhara from his niche in the car 
with a broad-headed arrow. 

32. ‘Lhereupon Virata and Drupada, 
Kekaya and Satyaki and Sibi, and Vyag- 





hradatta, the prince of the Panchalas and 
Sinhasena endued with prowess— 


33. These and many other warriors, 
desirous of rescuing Yudhisthira, impeded 
Drona’s path by scattering innumerable 
arrows. 


34. Vyaghradatta, the prince of the Pans 
chalas, pierced Drona with fifty whetted 
arrows į; thereupon, © monarch, the Pan- 
dava host uttered a loud shout. 


35. Sinhasena also having quickly pierc- 
ed the mighty car-warrior Drona, suddenly, 
out of delight, broke out into a laugh, in- 
spiring terror into the hearts of the mighty 
car-warriors, 


36. Thereupon expanding his eyes, and 
twanging his bow-string, and making a loud 
sound by striking his arms with his palms, 
Drona rushed upon him (Sinhasena). 


37. Then Drona of great prowess putting 
forth his energy, severed the head of Sin- 
hasesna decked with ear-rings as also that- 
of Vyaghradatta, with a pair of broad- 
headed shafts. 


38. Then with the shower of his arrows 


| having crushed the mighty car-warriors of 


the Pandava host, he stood near the chariot 
of Yudhisthira like the all-destroying Death 
himself, 


39- When Drona of regulated vows 
reached the vicinity of Yudhisthira, O mon- 
arch, loud cries of ‘The king is slain’ were 
uttered by the warriors of Yudhisthira’s 
army. 

40. Then the soldiers, beholding the 
prowess of Drona said, ‘To-day the royal 
son of Dhritarastra will attain the fruition 
of his desire. 


4t. This very moment Drona, having 
captured in battle the son of Pandu, will, 
being transported with joy, surely return to 
us and to the son of Dhritarastra.’ 


42. When your soldiers had been thus 
conversing, the mighty car-warrior, the son 
of Kunti (Arjuna) rushed there with impe- 
tuousity, resounding the welkin with the 
rattle of his car, and 

43. Creating, by the carnage he caused, 
a river, ot which the water consisted of 
blood, and the eddies of cars; which was 
stagnant with bones and corpses of brave 
warriors, and which conveyed creatures to 
the regions of the departed. 

44. Having crossed that river having the 
myriad shafts tor its froth and abounding 
in fishes consisting of linces,the son of Pan- 
du came there crushing the Iurus with his 
speed. 

45. Thereafter the diadem-decked Ar- 
juna suddenly charged Dionas division, 
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covering it with a net-work of mighty ar- 
rows and stupefying therewith the warriors 
that followed Drona. 


46. Nobody was able to perceive any in- 
terval between the swift placing of the ar- 
rows on the bow-string and their discharge 
by the well-renowned son of Kunti. 


47. Neither the cardinal quarters, nor the 
‘welkin,nor the conclave dome, nor the earth, 
could be seen any longer, O monarch; 
everything then appeared to be a continu- 
ous mass of arrows. 


48. Then when the wielder of the Gandiva 
had caused a ‘palpable darkness’ in the 
field of the battle with his shafts, nothing, O 
monarch, could be distinguished, 


49. At the setting of the sun at that 
Moment, and atthe envoloping of the earth 
with dusk, neither foe nor friend could be 
distinguished any longer. 


50. Thereupon Drona and Duryodhana 
and others began to w.hdraw their forces. 
Considering his enemies to be inspired with 
terror and unwilling to carry on the fight, 


51—52. Vibhatsu also slowly withdrew 
his own divisions; then the Pandus and the 
Srinjayas and the Panchalas highly delight- 
ed began to praise the son of Pritha 
(Arjuna), with agreeable words, like the 
Rishis praising the Sun. Thus having 
vanquished his foes Dhananjaya, filled 
with rapture, and accompanied by Ke- 
shava, retired to his own camp, bringing up 
the rear of his whole army. 


53; Seated in the terrace of his excellent 
chariot adorned with emaralds and rubies 
and diamonds of the first water, and with 
the costliest specimens of gold, silver, corals, 
and crystal, the son of Pandu shone like 


the moon in the heavens adorned with the 
stars. 


Thus ends the sixteenth chapter, the vic- 


tory of Arjuna, in the Dronabhisheka of 
the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. O lord of men, the troops having 
retired to their camps, duly took up their 
. quarters, according to the divisions and 
ranks to which they belonged. 

2. Waving withdrawn his soldiers, Drona, 
with a dejected heart, seeing Duryodhana, 
spoke these words in shame. 

3- ‘I have told you before, that when 
Dhananjaya Stays by the side of Yudhis- 
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thira, even the celestials wijl not be able to 
capture the latter in battle. 


4. You all assaulted Partha in battle, 
but he defeated all of you ; do not doubt my 
words; Krishna and the son of Pandu are 
incapable of being vanquished in battle. 


5- lf however by any means Arjuna 
owning white steeds can be taken away 
from the side of Yudhisthira, then, O king, 
even to-day may Yudhistira be brought 
under your sway. 


6. Let somé one challenging him 
(Arjuna) in battle take him to another part 
of the field. 


The son of Kunti will not 
return without having vanquished him, 
O monarch, during that interval 


when Yudhisthira will be deprived of the 
help of Arjuna, I, penetrating through the 
Pandava hosts, will capture the very virtut 
ous king, even before the very eyes of 
Dhristadyumna. 


8. Thus, O monarch, I will to-day with 
certitude bring under your control Yudhis- 
thira, the son of Dharma, with all his 
followers. 


9. If, in battle, that son of Pandu stays 
only for one moment (before me) then I will 
bring him (a captive) from the ficld; surely 
that achievement will be of more advantage 
than victory (over the hostile army.’ 
Sanjaya said :— 

10. Thereat, having listened to these 
words of Drona, the ruler of the Trigarttas 


. united with his brothers, spoke these words, 


O monarch. 


tt. ʻO monarch, we have been very 
often humiliated by the wiclder of the 
Gandiva bow; O foremost of the Bharatas, 
though we have done him no harm yet he 
bears malice against us. 


12. We, remembering those various 
occasions of humiliation, are ever consumed 
with the fire of wrath, and at night can 
never enjoy sleep. 


13. By good fortune itis that Arjuna 
bearing arms, ‘will become the object of 
our sight ; so we will achieve that feat which 
our hearts long to accomplish, 


14. This act will be agreeable to you 
and shall redound to our renown. Drawing 


him out of the field of battle we shall slay 
him. 


15. To-day the earth will be relieved 
of the burden of Arjuna or that of the 
Trigarttas. Truly we resolve this before 


you, and this our resolution will never be 
falsified 7 


16. Satyaratha, Satyavarman, Satyavrata 
Satyashu, and Satyakarman, O Bharata, 
having spoken in the same manner, 
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17. Those five brothers, with their ten 
thousand cars, retired, O monarch, having 
taken that oath on the field of battle. 


18, The Malavas, and the Yundikeras, 
with thirty thousand cars, and that foremost 
of men Susarman of the ‘lrigartta race, 
the ruler of Prasthala, 


19. ‘Together with the Mavelakas the 
Lalithyas, and the Madrakas, and with 
ten thousand cars and accompanied by 
his brothers, 








20. And with another ten thousand 
excellent cars come from various kingdoms, 
came forward to take the oath. 

21. ‘Then bringing fire, and every 
one having separately kindled one for 
himsei!, they took up mats of Kusa grass 
and excellent mail-coats. 

22. Then having donned their armours 
and having smeared themselves with clari- 
fied butter and wearing those mattresses 
ot Kusa grass, and with their bowstrings as 
their belts, those heroes, who had given 
away hundreds and thousands as Dhak- 
shina, 


23. Who had accomplished many sacri- 
fices, who had been blessed with sons, who 
deserved regions of bliss hereinafter, who 
had done what ought to be done, wha were 
ready to lay down their bodies, who had 
devoted their souls to the acquirement of 
fame and victory, 

24. Who were intent speedily on going 
to the regions,—by being killed in a fair 
fight,—that are attained by means of sacri- 
fices attended with profuse Dakshinas, and 
by means also of many such other rites, the 
foremost of which are Brahmacharyya and 
the study of the Vedas,— 

25. Those heroes having gratified the 
Brahmanas by giving them golden coin 
separately and also kine and garments, and 
having addressed one another in loving 
words, 

26. And having kindled the fire, took 
that oath in the field of battle; then in the 
presence of that fire they took thateath with 
a great firmness of resolution. 

27. Having formed that firm resolution 
for the death of Dhananjaya they said these 
words alond in the hearing of all present. 
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that are for the drunkards, those that are 
for a person who has illicit intercourse with 
the wile of his preceptor, 

29. Those that are for him who robs a 
Brahmana of his property, or for him who 
enjoys the king's allowance (without | fulfill- 
ing the conditions thereof), or for him who 





forsakes one seeking shelter in him, or for 
him who slays one asking for favours, 


30. ‘Those regions that are for the in- 
cendiary, or for the slayer of the kine, or 
for him that does injury to others,or for him 


that nourishes ill-will against the Brahma- 
nas;- 


31. Those regions that are for him who, 
out of foolishness,does not hold sexual inter- 
course with his wife during her season, 
those also that are for men who indulge 
in sexual intercourse on the day they have 
to perform a shvadha, those that are for 
people who injure their own soul ; 


32. Thosethatare for men who appro- 
Priate things deposited with them out of 
trust, or for those who destroy knowledge, 
or for those who fight with the eunuchs, 
or for those that follow the mean ; 

33- Those regions that are for the 
atheists, or those that are for people who 
abandon the Fires and their own mother, 
or those that are for the  sinful,--those 
regions shall be ours, 

34. If we retura fromthe ficld of battle 
without having slain Dhananjaya, or if 
afflicted by him we, out of terror, turn 
away our faces from the feld. 





35. If, on the other hand, we can accom- 
plish in battle that feat difficult ot achieving, 
then, for certain, to-day we shall attain to 
the most desirable regions.’ 

36. O monarch, having thus spoken, 
they then proceeded to the fight summoning 
Arjuna to the southern part of the field. 


37- That foremost of men, that conqueror 
of hostile fortresses, namely the son of 
Pritha, being summoned by them, said 
these words without delay to the very 
virtuous king Yudlusthire. 

‘Challenged, I will never turn back. 
is my firm resolution, “These Sunsup- 
takas (those who are sworn to die ur to 
conquer) O caliing me tu meet 
them in battle. 








Lis brothers 
It Dchoves you 


39. This Susarman with 
is summoning me to battle, 


+ to permit me to slay him and inus tulowers. 


49. O foremost of men, I can not brook 
this challenge; 1 do tell you truly, know 
these hostile heroes to be already slain in 





A ; ; battle. 
ons that are for the liars, | 


those that are for the Brahminicides, those ! 


Yudhisthira said :— 


41. O child, vou are perfectly aware 
of what Drona is intent on doing, Actin 
such a manner so that his imtention usiy 
be frustrated. 

42. Drona is endued with prowess, ‘and 
he is heroic. accomplished in the use ul 
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weapons, and indifatigable (in battle). O 
mighty car-warrior, even he has resolved 
to bring about my capture. 


Arjuna said :— 


43. This Satyajit, O monarch, will pro- 
tect you in battle to-day ; and so long as 
the prince of the Panchalas lives, the 
preceptor will not attain the fruition of his 
desires. 

44. If, on the other hand, O master, 
this foremost of men, Satyajit, be slain in 
battle, then you shall not stay in the field 
even if sourrounded by all (our warriors). 


Sanjaya said ‘— 

45. Then king Yudhisthira gave Phal- 
guna the permission he sought; and em- 
braced him and cast affectionate glances 
on him and pronounced numerous bene- 
dictions on him. 


46. Having made these arrangement, the 
puissant son of Pritha went to meet the 
‘Trigarttas, like a hungry lion falling upon 
a herd of deer, for assuaging its hunger. 

47. Thereafter the army of Duryo- 
dhana highly delighted at the absence 
of Arjuna from Yudhisthira’s side, became 
infuriated at the thought of the capture of 
the virtuous monarch. 


48. Thereupon both armies clashed 
against each other with great vehemence, 
like the conflux of the rivers Ganga and 
Saraju in the rainy season, when they are 
both swollen with water. 


Thus ends the seventeenth chapter, the 


epee: of Dhananjaya, in the Samsap- 
taka-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XVII}. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then, O monarch, the Samsaptakas, 
filled with joy, stcod on the level plain, 
having, with their chariots, formed an array 
figuring the moon. 


2. © Sire, seeing the diadem-decked 
Arjuna rush at them, those foremost of men, 
highly delighted, gave out deafening 
roars. 


Those roars filled the’ subsidiary and 
the cardinal quarters and also the conclave 
dome. There were produced no rever- 
berations owing to the field being covered 
over with men. 
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4. Then Dhananjaya, ascertaining them 
to be excessively delighted, said these words 
to Krishna, smiling the while 


5. ‘Behold, you who have Devaki for 
your mother, these Trigartta brothers, who 
are about to fall in battle to-day, are trans- 
ported with joy at the time when they really 
ought to weep. 


6. Or surely, this is the time for joy for 
the Trigarttas, as they shall, ere long, attain 
to those excellent regions which can not be 
obtained by the cowards.’ 


7. Having thus spoken to the mighty- 
-rmed Hrishikesha, Arjuna encountered 
in battle the ranks of the lrigartta soldiers 
disposed of in battle-array. 


8. ‘Thereafter taking up his conch known 
as Devadatta of the effulgence of gold, he 
blew it with great force, filling the points of 
the compass with the blare. 


y. Terrified at that blare, the car-host of 
the Samsaptakas stood motionless in the 
field of battle as if turned into adamant. 


10. All their steeds stood with their eyes 
expanded and their ears, necks and lips 
paralysed, and their legs motionless ; and 
they discharged urine and vomitted blood, 


11. However, regaining consciousness 
and rallying their forces, the Samsaptakas 
discharged simultaneously, at the son ot 
Pandu, shafts furnished with the feathers of 
the Kanka bird. 


12. Thereupon Arjuna, capable of 
manifesting with lightness his prowess in 
battle, severed those thousand arrows be- 
fore they could reach him, with fifteen 
swift-coursing shafts of his. 


13. Thereat they pierced Arjuna with 
ten whetted shafts separately ; and the son 
of Pritha also pierced them separately with 
three shafts each. 


14. Then, O monarch, each of them se- 
parately pierced the son of Pritha with five 
shafts; and the puissant Partha in retuca 
pierced them each with a couple of arrows. 


15. Wrought up with ire, they once agair 
quickly filled Arjuna and Keshava with 
arrows, like the rains filling up a lake. 


16. Then those thousands of arrows fell 
upon Arjuna like hosts of bees falling, in a 
forest, on trees decked with blossoms. 


17. Thereafter Suvahu deeply stuck on 
the diadem of Savyasachi (Arjuna) thirty 
shaits made of the hardest adamant. 


18. Having those straight-going shafts 
furnished with wings of gold stuck on his 
diadem, Arjuna, as if adorned with orna. 
‘ments of gold, shone like the rising Sun 
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19, Then in that battle the son of 
Pandu, with a broad-headed arrow cut off 
the finger-guard of Suvahu, and also 
covered him over with arrowy showers. 


20. Thereafter Susarman, Suratha, Su- 
dhaman, and Suyahu, pierced the diadem- 
decked Arjuna with ten arrows each. 


21. Thereat, that one, bearing the fore- 
most of the monkeys as a device on his 
banner, pierced them all with several 
arrows in return; and he cut down their 
golden flag-staffs with broad-headed shafts. 


22. Having severed the bow of Sudha- 
man, Arjuna slew his horses with his 
shafts. Then Arjuna severed from the 


trunk, the head of the former furnished with 
a head-gear. 


23. At the fall of that brave warrior, 
his followers, were inspired with terror ; and 
siezed with panic they ran to where the 
army of Duryodhana was. 


24. Then the son of Vasava, (Arjuna) 
wrought up with rage, began to destroy 
that mighty host with his continuous net- 
work of arrows, like the rays of the sun 
destroying the darkness (of night). 

25. When that host was shattered and 
scattered in all directions, and when Savya- 
sachin was inflamed with wrath, panic siezed 
the Trigarttas. 

26. Then they, slaughtered with the 
close-jointed shafts of Partha, were over- 
whelmed with swoons, in that field, like a 
terrified herd of deer. 

27. Thereupon, excited with rage, the 
sovereign of the Trigarttas addressing 
those mighty car-warriors said, ‘ Fly not, 
you heroes, it behoves you not to be siezed 
with panic. i 

28. Having taken dreadful oaths before 
the eyes of the entire troops, what shall you 
say to the leaders of Duryodhana’s army 
if now you go back to them? 

29. Willwe not be the objects of de- 
rision in this world, for this (cowardly) act 
of ours in battle? United together, do 
you again repair to your own divisions ® 

30. Thus being spoken to, O monarch, 
they uttered continuous roars, ana those 
heroes blew their conchs imparting delight 
to one another. 

3t. Thereafter that Samsaptaka host 
once more rallied themseves ; and with | the 
Narayana cow-herds, they were determined 
even to encounter Death himself. 

Thus ends the eighteenth chapter, the 
slaughter of Sudhaman, in the Samsap- 
‘taka-badha of the Drona Parva. 


m 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA).— 
Continued. 

Sanjaya said :— 


1. Beholding the host "of the Samsap- 
takas once more return to battle, Arjuna 


thus addressed the high-souled son of 
Vasudeva. 
2. ‘ʻO Hrishikesha urge my steeds 


against this host of the Samsaptakas. I 
think they will not give up the battle so long 
life will be extant in them. 


3- Behold, to-day, the terrible prowess 
of my two arms as also that of my bow. 
This day I will slay them, like Rudra slay- 
ing creatures (at the time of the universal 
annihilation).’ 

4. Thereupon Krishna smiling, and 
greeting the invincible Arjuna with aus- 
Picious words, pushed in the chariot where- 
so-ever the latter desired it to go. 

5, That chariot, borne in that battle by 
white steeds, appeared excessively effulgent, 
like a celestial car borne through the firma- 
ment. 

6. O monarch, like the chariot of Sakra 
in the battle between tlhe gods and the 
Asuras in the days of yore, that car moved 


| in circular, backward and forward motions. 


7- Then the Narayana soldiers inflamed 
with rage and holding various weapons in 
their hands, encompassing Dhananjaya, 
covered him with showers of arrows. 


8. O fore.nost of the Bharatas, in a 
moment they, in that batile, made the son 
of Kunti namely Dhananjaya, together with 
Krishna, disappear from the sight. 

g. Wrought up with wrath, Phalguna, 
doubling his energy in that battle, rubbed 
his bow Gandiva and quickly grasped it. 

to. Causing a frown indicative of wrath 
to gather on his brow, the son of Pandu 


| charged his mighty conch called Devadatta 


with his breath. 


11. Thereafter Arjuna discharged the 
weapon called Yasktra that is capable of 
slaying large divisions of the enemy. 
Thereupon thousands of separate forms (of 
Arjuna and Vasudeva) started into exis- 
tence there. i 

12. Confounded by the various images 
of Arjuna’s self, they fell to slay one an- 
other each considering the other to be 
Arjuna himself. 

13. ‘This is Arjuna, this is Govinda, these 
two are the son of Pandu and the descend- 
ant of Yadu’—uttering these exclamations, 
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and stupefied, they slew each other in that 
fight. 

14. Confounded by virtue of that weapon, 
they courted destruction through one an- 
other's agency. In that battle those war- 
riors shone like flowering Avnsuka trees. 

15. Then that weapon, consuming the 
thonsands of shafts discharged by the ene- 
my, conveyed those heroes to the regions of 
Death. 

16. Thereafter Vibhatsu, with a smile, 
crushed with his arrows the war-like Lali- 
thyas, the Malavas, the Mavelakas and the 
Trigarttas. 

17. Those Kshatriyas, doomed by fate 
to die, being smitten by the heroic son of 
Pritha, discharged at him a net-wotk of 
diverse arrows. 

18. Thereupon, neither Arjuna, nor his 
car, nor Kesnava was to be ssen on the 
field, being covered over by that terrible 
arrowy showers. 


19. Then! finding their arrows strike the 
aim, they exclaimed to one another saying 
‘Krishna and Arjuna are both slain’; and 


out of delight they waived their garments | 


in the air. 


20. Then those heroes sounded, by thou- 
sands, drums and Mridangas and conchs ; 
and, O sire, they also gave forth war-cries 
resembling the roars of lions. 

21. Then Krishna greatly perspiring, 
addressed Arjuna covered with sweat, saying 
‘Where are you, O son of Pritha, I do not 
see you, do you live, O slayer of your foes.’ 


22. Hearing those words of his 
(Krishna’s’, Dhananjaya quickly dispelled 
at arrowy shower poured by the enemy, 
b; means of the Vayabya weapon. 


23: Then the almighty Vayu blew 
away hosts of the Sansaptakas consisting 
of steeds elephants, chariots and weapons 
like heaps of dry leats. 


24. Borne away by the god Vayu, they 
appeared highly beautiful like flights of 
birds, O sire, flying up from_ trees at the 
hour of dawn. 


25. Thus causing great anxiety in them, 
Dhananjaya with great lightness of hands 
slew, wit) keen pointed\shafts, hundreds and 
thousands of the enemy. 


26. He struck their neads and arms 
hearing weapons, with broad-headed shafts; 
and with his arrows he cut down on the 
ground their thighs resembling the trunks 
of elephants. 
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Some had their backs Jacerated, 
Aa deprived of their legs, some were 
Dit on the arms, backs and eyes; thus 


mes 
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Dhananjaya made his enemies deprived of 
their various limbs. 


28. Shattering into pieces with his 


arrows, chariots resembling a real castle 
and equipped according to rule, he deprived 


them of their steeds, warriors and ele- 
phants. 

29. At places several crowds of chariots, 
having their flag-staffs severed, looked like 
forests of palmyra trees deprived of their 
heads. 

30. Elephants furnished with excellent 


weapons, banners, hooks, and standards fell 
down like woody mountains rent asunder 
by the thunder-bolt of Indra. 


3t. Smitten with the arrows of Partha, 
steeds, graced with tails like those of the 
yak, protected with coats of mail and with 
their entrails, eyes, and vitals dragged out, 
rolled on the ground along with their 
riders, 

32. Dropping from their grasps the 
swords that had served the purposes of their 
nails, having their armours torn and the 
joints of their limbs smashed, foot soldiers, 
with their vital parts cut open, helplessly 
laid themselves down (on the field) being 
slain (by Partha). 


33- The field of battle assumed an awful 
aspect in consequence of those’ warriors 
slain or in course of being slaughtered 
fallen and falling, wheeling round or stay- 
ing motionless, 


34- The cloud of dust that had arisen 
was now cleared away by means of the 
shower of blood. The ground became 
slippery and was strewn with numerous 
headless trunks. 


35- Then the chariot of Vibhatsu shone 
fierce and dreadful in that battle, like the 
chariot of Rudra himself when at the end 
of a yuga he slays all creatures. 


36. Thus being slaughtered by the son 
of Pritha, those warriors, with their steeds, 
cars, and elephants in distress and their 
ranks thinned, rushed at him and thus 
were made the guests of Sakra (i.e. were 
transported to the regions of Indra). 


37- O foremost of the Bharatas, that 
field of battle then strewn with many a 
slain car-warrior of renown, shone like the 
region of Death swarming with the spirits 
of the departed. 


$8. During this period when Savya- 
sachin was furiously engaged (with the 
Samsaptakas) Drona, at the head of his 
divisions formed in battle-array, charged 
Yudhisthira, 

39. Many a warrior, arrayed in order 
of battle and accomplished in striking 
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quickly formed Drona's support, out of a 
desire for capturing Yudhisthira. There- 
upon a dreadful fight ensued. 
Thus ends the nineteenth 
fight of Arjuna, in 
of the Drona Parva, 


chapter, the | 
the Samsaptaka-badha | 


CHAPTER XX, 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued, 





Sanjaya said :— 

t. O monarch, the mighty car-warrior, 
the son of Bharadwaja, having passed the | 
night, thus addressed Sujodhana saying :—- 
‘I am yours.’ 


2s Having made arrangements for | 
Partha’s encounter with the host of the | 
Samsaptaka, (you have done well). When } 
the son of Pritha had gone out to slay the: 
Samsaptaka, 


3. Drona, having formed his soldiers in 
battle-array, charged the mighty host of the 
Pandavas, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
‘with the desire of capturing the very virtu- 
ous king Yudhisthira, 

4. Beholding the son of Bharadwaja, | 
form his forces in an array figuring the | 
appearance of Suparna, Yudhisthira dis- | 
posed his forces in counter-array in P 

| 
i 


shape of a semi-circle. 


5. The mighty car-warrior, the ‘son of 
Bharadwaja himself formed the mouth of 
the Suparna ; and king Duryodhana along 
with his uterine brothers and his followers 
formed its head. 


6. (Kritavarman and the effulgent Gou- 
tama formed itstwo eyes; Bhutasarman, 
Kshemasarman, the puissant Koraskatsha, 
The Kalingas, the Singhalas, the | 


7. 
the 


Easterners, the Sudras, the Ahiras, 
Kamvojas, as also the Hansapadas, 

8, The Surisenas, the Madras, the Keka- | 
yas, the Duaradas, with hundreds and 
thousands of elephants, steeds, chariots, 
and foot-soldiers, tormed its neck. 

g. Bhurisrava, and Salya, Somadatta ` 
as also Vahlika, these heroes surrounded | 
by a Akshouhini of soldiers stationed them- ; 
selves in the right flank, 

to. Vinda and Anuvinda of the kingdom 
of Avanti, and Sudakshina, the ruler of the 
Kamvojas, took up their positions in the 
left flank placing themselves in front of 
the division of Drona’s son 

11, The Kalingas, the Amvasthas, the 
Magadhas, the Poundras, the Madrakas, 


5 


| thunder 


| phant 
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the Gandharas, the Sakunas,the Easterners, 
the Highlanders and the Vasatis “wera 
stationed in the back of that Suparna. 


12. [n the tail was stationed Karna the 
son of Vikartana, supported by his sons, 
relatives and friends and surrounded bya 
large force recruited from various regions, 


13. Jayadratha, Bhimaratha, Sampati, 
the Yajas, the Vojas, Bhuminjaya, Vrisha, 
Kratha, and the ruler of the Nishadhas of 
great prowess, 


J4- O monarch, these, surrounded by 
mighty hosts, accomplished in fighting, and 
keeping the region of Brahma before their 
view, stationed their selves in the bosom of 
that array. 


15. That array formed by Drona and 
composed of foot-soldiers, horses, chariots 
and elephants , appeared to dance like the 
ocean lashed into fury by the tempest. 


16. From the wings and flanks of that 
array, warriors, desirous of battle, began to 
rush out like clouds surcharged with 
and lightning, rushing (in the 
welkin) from all direction of the compass 
during the season of summer. 


17. In the heart of that array, the ruler 


of the Pragjyotisas, mounted on an elc- 
equipped according to rule, O 


| monarch, shone like the sun at the time of 


its rising. 

18. O monarch, adorned with garlands 
of flowers, and having a white umbrella 
held over his head, he shone like the moon 
in all her digits, rising in conjunction with 
the constellation Krittika. 


19. His elephant blinded with shedding 
ichor, appeared like a mass of black anti- 
mony and like a mighty mountain washed 
by the downpour of rain from thick clouds. 

20. He was also surrounded by many 


a war-like sovereign of moutain lands, 
armed with various weapons; and he re- 


| sembled Sakra himself encompassed by the 


| celestials. 
2r. Beholding that superhuman array 
invincible in battle by the enemies, king 


Yudhisthira spoke ‘these words to the son 


. of Prishata. 


22. “O mighty warrior, © you who 
own steeds white as the pigeons, do you 
adopt such measures so that [ may not 
this day be subjugated by the Brahmana 
(Drona). 


Dhristadyumna said :— 


23. O you of chaste vows, you shall 
never be subjugated by Drona however 
much he may strive. To-day | myself will 
resist Drona and all his followers. 
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24. O descendant of Kuru’s race, it 
behoves you not to feel anxious so long as 
l am alive. Drona shall never be able to 
vanquish me in battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 


25. Having thus spoken, the highly 
puissant son of Drupada the owner of 
pigeon-white steeds, scattering arrows (on 
all direction) himself rushed at Drona. 


26. Beholding evil omen in the person 
of Dhristadyumna stationed before him, 
for a while Drona became all but chereful. 


27. Secing this, your son Durmukha 
thit grinder of foes, desirous of doing an act 
agreeable to Drona, set aimself to oppose 
Dhristadyumna. 


28. Then, O Bharata, ensued a terrible 
and dreadful battle between the war-like 


son ol Prishata and the heroic Durmu- 
kha, 


29. The sonof Prishata, speedily cover- 
ing Durmukha with his net-work of arrows, 
checked the career of the son of Bharadwaja 
with a thick shower of shafts. 


go. Seeing Drona covered, your son 
quickly came to his help and confounded 
the son of Prishata, with a downpour of 
arrows of various appearance. 


31. When the prince of the Panchalas 
and the forsmost of the Kurus were thus en- 
gaged in battle, Drona crushed, with his 
arrows, diverse divisions of Yudhisthira’s 
army. 


32. Just as masses of clouds are torn into 
pieces by the vehemence of the wind, so the 
army belonging to the son of Pritha was 
shattered at many places. 


33. Fora short while only, O monarch, 
that engagement was agreeable to look at ; 
after which it became like the battle of de- 
mented persons in which no consideration 
was made in favovr of any one. 


34. The combatants were no longer able 
to distinguish between their own men and 
their enemies; and the battle raged, the 
warriors being guided by conjecture and 
watch-words. 


35. On the gems embossed on their head- 
gears, on their necklaces, ornaments and 
armours, rays of light, like the rays of the 
sun, were seen to be reflected. 


36. Thenin that battle, the cars, the elec- 
phants, and the horses, adorned with flut- 
tering pennons looked like masses of cloud 
having rows of cranes ranging beneath 
them. 


37- Men slew men and mettled steeds 
slew other steeds, and car-warriors slew car- 
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warriors and mighty elephants slew other 
elephant, 


38. And ina momenta dreadful battle 
raged between elephants bearing raised 
standards and their powerful rivals rushing 
at them. 


39. And in consequence of those prodi- 
gious creatures rushing against one another 
and tearing another with their tusks, fire 
anc smoke were engendered there by such 
fricticn of bodies and clashing of tusks. 


40. Deprived of the flag-staffs on their 
backs, those elephants, owing to the fire 
enkindled by the friction of their tusks, ap- 
peared like masses of clouds charged with 
lighting covering the skies. 


4l. The earth, over-spread with drag- 
ging (their rivals) and falling and roar- 


ing elephants, appeared like the autumnal 
clouds. 


42. There arose a roar, emitted by those 
elephants when they were being slaughter- 
ed by showers of shafts and spears, that re- 
sembled the rumbling of clouds during a cy- 
clone. 


43. Some of those huge elephants being 
struck with arrows and some with lances, 


were inspired with panic, and others began 
to roar aloud, 


44. Some elephants being struck by 
others with their tusks gave out flerce roars 
of distress that resembled the rumbling of 
all-cestructive clouds (at the end of a Yuya). 


45. Some elephants turned back by 
powerful rivals, being urged on by the 
strokes of the hooks, again returned to the 
charge, crushing the hostile ranks (in their 
march). 


46. Elephant-drivers assaulted other ele- 
phant-drivers wit shafts and lances; and 
they fell down on the ground from their 


respective elephants and lost hold of their 
weapons and hooks. 


47. Many elephants, deprived of the 
riders on their backs, coursed wildly hither 
and thither resembling clouds torn from 
prodigious masses, and they fell down, en- 
countering one another, 


48. Bearing on their backs slains and 
fallen warriors or those whose weapons had 
fallen off their grasps, huge elephant roam- 


ed in all direction as if deprived of their 
mates, 


49. Then in that carnage, elephants fell 
down uttering distressful roars,being pierced 


or in the act of being pierced with lances, 
swords and battle axes. 


50. Struck with the falling carcasses of 


| elephants huge like large mountains, the 
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earth suddenly quaked and emitted loud 
sound, 


5t. The ground, strewn with mangled 
elephants and theit drivers and with broken 
standards appeared as if it were covered 
over with hills. 

52. In that battle elephant-drivers riding 
on their respective beasts, and their beasts 
torn with broad-headed shafts by car-war- 
riors of might, fell scattering their lances 
and hooks on ali sides. 


52. Other elephants, smitten with long- 
shafts, gave forth crane-like cries and ran 
on all sides, crushing friends and foes 
alike. 


54. Strewn with carcasses and corpses 
of elephants, horses, car- warriors and heroes, 
the field,O monarch, became miry with flesh 
and blood. 


55. Huge cars with wheels and without 
wheels and having their riders on, were 
thrown up by elephants, being smashed with 
the point of their tusks. 

56. Cars without riders, steeds deprived 
of their riders, and elephants having their 
drivers slain,ran in ali directions being over- 
whelmed with panic. 

57- Ina that battle, father slew his son 
and son slew his father; thus raged the 
fierce fight in which nothing could be dis- 
tinguished. 


58. In that gory mire men sank ankle- 
deep; and they looked like mighty trees the 
lower portion of which were enveloped in a 
forest conflagration. 

59. Their garments and coats of mail 
and umbrellas and standards being steeped 
in blood, everything in that battle appeared 
to be crimson. 

60. Large bodies of fallen steeds and car- 
warriors and men were again hacked into 
pieces by rolling car-wheels. 

61. ‘Phat sea of troops appeared vested 
with a terrible beauty, having elephants for 
its strong currents, slain warriors for its 
(floating) moss, and (shattered) cars for its 
fearful eddies. 

62. Warriors desirous of the wealth of 


» chariot. 


victory launching into that sea on board the | 
vessels consisting of their respective vehicles, © 


produced stupetaction in their enimies in- 
stead of themselves sinking down to the bot- 
tom. 

93° When all the warriors having pro- 
per individual devices (of heraldry) were co- 
vered over with showers of arrows, none 
among them lost heart, though every body 
was deprived of his particular badge. 


64. When that fierce and panic-inspir- 


ing battle was thus raging, Drona confoand- | 
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ing the senses of lhis enemies, at last rushed 
at Yudhisthira, 


Thus ends the twentieth chapter, the fierce 
fight, in the Samsaptaka-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


CULPAGE Mis ba ame Nae anle 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) 
continued 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Seeing Yudhisthira approach him, 
Drona received him with a continuous down- 
pour of arrows, like one undaunted. 

2. Thereupon a very great confusion 
arose in the army of Yudhisthira which 
resembled that which prevails in a herd of 
elephants when the leader is attacked by 
a lion. 

3. Then the heroic Satyajit of prowess 
invincible, beholding Drona the preceptor 
desirous of capturing Yudhisthira, rushed at 
him with fury. 

4. Then the war-like Acharyya and the 
prince of the Panchalas fought with one 
another, agitating the armics hostile to each, 
like Indra and the son of Virochona. 


5. Then the mighty warrior Satyajit of 
prowess invincible, displaying excellent 
weapons, pierced Drona with a keen- 
pointed skaft. 

6. Thereafter he discharged at the 
charioteers of Drona, five arrows deadly as 
the venom of snakes, and cach resembling 
Death himself. (Struck by those arrows) 
the churioteer lost all consciousness. 

7. Then he suddenly pierced Drona's 
horses with ten swift-going-arrows. Phere- 
after wronght up with ire, he pierced the 
two Parshni-drivers of Drona with ten 
shafts each. 

8. Then at the head of his division he 
wheeled in circular motion riding on his 
Then filled with rage he cut down 
the Aag-stafft of Drona, the grinder of foes. 

g. hen that crusher of foes, Drona, 
seeing these feats of his enemy in battle, 
thought in his mind that ¿his (foe's) hour 
was come. 

10. Then having severed the bow of 
his enemy Satyajit along with arrows 
placed on it, the preceptor Drona pierced 
him with ten whetted shafts capable of 

enetrating to the very vitais. 

p IL. ‘Thereupon dee Eet hero (Satya- 
jit), O monarch, having speedily grasped 
another bow, struck Drona with thirty 
arrows furnished with Aarka-feathers. 
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12. Beholding Drona thus resisted in 
that battle by Satyajit, O moniırch, the 
Pandavas shouted forth and waived, their 
garments. 

13. Inflamed with warth, the mighty 
Vrika pierced Drona on the chest with six 
shafts. O king, that feat appeared, indecd, 
marvellous. 

14. Then that mighty car-warrior Drona 
endued with great speed, being completely 
covered by an arrowy downpour, put forth 
all his energy causing his eyes to expand 
with rage. 

15. 
der the bows of Satyajit and Vrika, killed 
the latter along with his driver and horses, 
“with six shafts. 


16. Thereafter Satyajit having taken 


upa bow still tougher, pierced Drona, along | 


with his steeds, drivers and standard, with 
several shafts. 


17. Humiliated in battle by the prince 
of the Panchalas, Drona was no longer 
able to broo’s it; then for the destruction 
of his enemy, he speedily shot shafts at 
him, 


18. Then pouring arrows by “thousands, | 


Drona covered the steeds, the standards, 
the handle of the bow and the two Parshni- 
d ivers of his enetny. 


19. Inspite of his bows being thus re- 


peadly cut off, the prince of the Panchalas | 


conversant with the knowledge of excellent 
weapons, continued to fight with him of the 
chestnut steeds (Drona). 


20. Then beholding Satyajit swell with 
energy in that batus, Drona with a half- 
méon-shaped arrow, severed the head of 
that one of illustrious soul. 


21. When that mighty car-warrior the 
leader of the Panchalas was slain, Yudhis- 
thira being aftaid of Droua, fled away, being 
borne by fleet steeds. 


22. The Panchalas, the Kekayas, the 
Matsyas, the Chedikas, the Karusas and the 
ice desirous of rescuing Yudhisthira, 
rushed at Drona with delight. ` 


23. Thereupon, the preceptor, the crush- 
er of large:bodies of foes, desirous.of captur- 
ing Yudhisthira, consumed those troops 
like fire consuming heaps of cotton. 


24. Then Satanika the younger brother 
of the king of the Matsyas, seeing Drona 


repeatedly consume the divisions, rushed 
at him. : i 


25. Then deeply piercing Drona and his 
charioteor and steeds, with six shafts efful- 
gant like the rays of the sun and polished 

the forzers, Satanika uttered loud 
shouts. 





Thereafter Drona, having cut asun- į 
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26. Engaged in a heartless act and 
attempting to accomplish a difficult one, he 
covered the mighty car-warrior the son of 
Bharadwaja, with an arrowy down-pour. 

27. Then Drona, with a shaft like a razor 
speedily severed from his trunk, the head 
graced with  ear-rings, of Satanika thus 
roaring at hin. ‘Thereat all the Matsyas 
took to their heels. 

28. Having vanquished the Matsyas, the 
| son of Bharadwaja obtained victory over 
the Chedis, the Karusas, the Kekayas, the 
Panchalas, the Srinjayas, and the Pandus. 


29. 


Beholding that one of the golden 


car, endued with bravery, excited with 
wrath, consume their divisions like fire 
| burning down a forest, the Srinjayas 
| trembled. 


30. The twang of the bowstring of that 
one of great activity was heard in all 
directions, when he stretched his bow te 
slay his enemies. 

31. Fierce arrows, discharged by that 
one endued with great lightness of hands, 
crushed elephants and steeds and foot- 
suldiers, car-warriors and warriors riding 
on elephants. 


32. Asatthe expiration of the Winter, 
mighty masses of thundering rain-clouds 
assisted by violent winds, pour down 
showers of rain, so Drona pouring showers 
of arrows, struck terror into the hearts of 
his opponents. 


33. That puissant hero, that mighty 
warrior, that giver of assurances of safety 
to his friends, traversed in all directions, 
agitating the host of the enemy. 


34. The bow of golden effulgence of 
Drona of immeasurable prowess was seen 
in all directions, like flashes of lightning 
illumining the clouds, 





n 35- As he careered with speed in that 
battle, the device of an altar decorating 
| his banner, O Bharata, appeared like the 
crest of the’ Himalayas. 


36. Drona caused a dreadful carnage 
among the host of the Pandavas, like that 
which Vishnu the revered of all the celes- 
tials and the Asuras, caused among the 


| host of the latter. 


37—43: That hero of truthful speech 
endowed with great wisdom and strength, 
and endued with invincible prowess, that 
Drona of generous heart, created a river 
on the field of battle, that was dreadful 
and capable of enhancing the fear of the 
cowards. Armours constituted its bellows 
and standards its whirlpools ; and it carried 
away a large number of mortals as it 
flowed. Elephants and horses formed its 
i giyat alligators and swords were its fishes, 
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and it was incapable of being tided over. 
It was terrible-looking and the bones of 
heroes formed the peblebs (in its bed) and 
drums and cymbals its tortoises. Shields 
and armours constituted its boats and the | 
hair of warriors the moss and weeds that 
floated over it. Shafts constituted its wave- 
lecs, and bows its currents; and it aboun- 
ded in snakes formed of the arms of 
warriors. It was ot fierce current and 
carried away the Kurus and the Srinj tyas 
alike. The heads of human beings formed 
its stones, and their thighs its fishes, and 
the maces its rafts; il was covered with 
froth formed of head-gears, and was 
infested with reptiles formed of the en- 
trails (of animals) of awful appearance ; 
it carried away heroes (to the other world); 
its mire was constituted by flesh and blood. | 
Elephants were its alligators and standards 
the trees (on its banas), It drew down in 
its bottom’ thousands of Kshastriyas. It 
was fierce, cloyged with corpses, and had 
horse-soldiers for its sharks; and it was 
extremely difficult of being crossed over! 
and it flowed to the regions of Death. 


44. That river swarmed with hosts of 
monsters and dogs and jackals. It was 
haunted by cannibals of dreadful ap- 
pearance on all sides. 


45. Thereupon seeing-that mighty car- 
warrior Drona consume their hosts like the 
god of Death himself, the Pandava warriors 
hea led by the sons of Kunti, rushed at him 
from all sides. 


46. Firmly united together, those heroes 
surrounded Drona on all ‘sides who was 
burning down every thing, like the sun 
scorching the world with his rays. 


47. Then for supporting that heroic 
warrior, with upraised- weapons, your 
warriors, princes and monarchs, . rushed 
(into the thick of the fight). 

48. Then Sikhandin pierced Drona 
with five straight-jointed shafts, Kshatra- 
dharma with twenty, and Vasudeva with 
five. 





49. Uttamoujasin that battle, pierced 
him with three shafts, Kshatradeva with 
five, Satyaki with hundred and Yudha- 


manyu with eight. 


50. Yudhisthira pierced Drona with a 
dozen shaft,and Dhristadyumna pierced him 
with ten and Chekitana with three shafts. 


5t. Then Drona of never-failing aim 
and resembling an elephant with rent 
temples, pissing over the car host of the 
Pandavas, felled Dhirasena. 


52. Then getting near king Kshema, 
who was fighting fearlessly, Diona pierced i 
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him with nine arrows, and he fell down dead 
from his chariot, 


53- Penetrating into the heart of the 
(hostile) host, resisted in all directions,- he, 


; became the protector of all others, and had 


no need of protecting himself. 


54. He then struck Sikhandin with 
twelve arrows and Uttamoujis with twenty 
shafts. And with a broad-headed arrow 


he despatched Vasudeva to the regions of 
Death, 


55- With eighty shafts he pierced Kshe- 
Mavarman, and with twenty-six he struck 
Sudakshina. With broad-headed  shalts 
he brought down Kshetvadeva from the 
terrace of his car. 


_56. Having pierced Yudhamanyu with 
sixty-four shafts and Satyaki with -thirty, 
that one owning the golden chariot rushed 
at Yudhisthira with violence. 


57. Then that foremost of kings Yudhis- 
thira speedily fled away from the preceptor 
being borne by his fleet steeds. Then the 
prince of the Panchalas charged Drona. 


58. Drona struck him along whith his 


! horses, charioteer and bow. ‘Then from 
| his car he fell down dead likea luminary 


dropped from the heaven. 


59. Upon the death of that renouned 
Prince of the Panchalas, loud cries of ‘kill 
Drona, kill Drona’ were herd there. à 


6o. Then that puissant Drona began to 
crush the host of the Panchalas, the Matsyas 
the Kekayas, the Srinjayas, the Pandavas, 
all burnrng with rage. 


61. Satyaki, Chekitan, Dhristadyumn 
and Sikhandin, Vardakshemi, the son of 
Chitrasena and Senavindu, and Suvorcha. 


62. These and numerous other rulers of 
different countries, were all defeated by 
Drona who was supported by the Kurus. 


63. O Monarch, your warriors having 
been crowned with victory in that dreadful 
battle began to slaughter the Pandavas as 
they were flying in all directions. 


64. O Bharata. the Panchalas, the 
Kekayas, and the Matsyas, thus slaughtered 
on all sides, like the Dunavas by Indra, 
began toquake (with fear). 

Thus ends the twenty-first chapter, the 


fight of Drona, in the Samsaptuka-budha of 
the Drona Parva. 


ee 


CHAPTER XXII. 
(SAMSAPLAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued, 
Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When in that fierce fight, the son of 
Bharadwaja had shattered the host of the 
?andavas and the Panchalas, did 
one else approach him for battle ? 


2—5. Alas, seeing Drona stationed in 
battle, like an yawning tizer or an elephant 
with rent temples, prepared to sacrifice his 
life in fight, clad in coat of mail, proficient 
in all modes of warfare, that illustrious bow- 
man, that foremost of men, that producer of 
apprehensions in his enemies, grateful, devo- 


any 


ted to truth, always desirous of doing good | 


to Duryodhana,—alas seeing him stationed 
at the head of his forces, did tany one meet 
him with a praiseworthy determination for 
Fyht,—determination. that invests KXshatriyas 
with renown, that cowards can not form, and 
that distinguishes the foremost of men? 
Relate to me, O Sanjaya, who were those 
heroic warriors, that encountered the son of 
Bharadwaja, seeing him stationed at the 
head of his army? 


Sanjaya said :— 


6. Seeing the Panchalas, the Pandavas, 
the Matsyas, the Srinjayas, the Chedis and 
the Kekayas, fly from the field having been 
broken in their ranks by the shafts of Drona, 


7- Seeing them thus routed by those 
thick showers of swift-falling arrows dis- 
charged from the bow of Drona, like frail 
barks driven adrift by the surging bellows of 
the mighty main, 


8. The Kouravas uttering many loud war- 
cries, and with the sound of many other 
musical instruments, impeded the flight of 
the chariots, the elephants and the men (of 
the hostile host) on all sides. 


9. _Beholding them (the routed army), 
king Duryodhana standing in the midst of 
his own troops and surrounded by his own 
kinsmen greatly delighted, smilingly said 
these words to Karna. 


Duryodhana said :— 


to. Behold, O son of Radha, the ranks 
of the Panchalas shattered by the shafts of 
Drona, the resolute bowman, like a herd of 
wild deer frightened by a lion. 


11. Meseems they will never again seek 
to fight, in as much as they are now broken 


by Drona like mighty trees broken by the 
tempest. 


12. Afflicted by the gold-winged shafts 
of the illustrious Drona, they are flying 
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away by diverse paths; and they seem ot 
whirl round and round, 


13. Impeded by the Kouravas and by the 
high-souled Drona, they are huddling to- 
gether, like a herd of elephants encompass- 
ed in a conflagration, 


14. Like a tree penetrated by a cluster of 
bees, they are beingtpierced by the keen- 
pointed arrows of Drona; they are hud- 
dling together as they are hastening away 
from the field of battle. 


15. O Karna, there the. highly enraged 
Bhima, forsaken by the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas, and surrounded by my own war- 
riors, affords great joy to me. 

16. With certitude, that fool to-day be- 
holds the world full of Drona. Surely that 
son of Pandu has to-day become hopeless of 
his life and his kingdom, 


Karna said :— 


17. Nevet will this mighty-armed hero 
abandon fighting so long life will remain in 
him; nor will this foremost of men brook 
the war-cries of others. 


18. I think also, that the Pandavas, 
brave, endued with might, learned in the use 
of weapons, and invincible in battle, will 
never be routed in battle. 


19. Remembering the woes inflicted on 
them by our attempts at poisoning and 
burning them, and by our defeating them at 
dice, as also bearing in mind the hardships 
they had to undergo in their exile in the 
woods, the Pandavas, I think, will never 
abandon battle. 


20. Already the mighty-armed Vrilo- 
dara of immeasurable prowess, has turned 
back ; this son of Kunti will now certainly 
slay many foremost of our car-warriors. 


21. He will slay crowds upon crowds of 
our host, using his sword, bow, darts, iron 
mace andhorses, elephants, men and cha- 
riots as implements for striking. 


22. Car-warriors headed by Satyaki, 
and the Panchalas, the Kekayas, the 
Matsyas, and specially the Pandavas, are 
following him (in battle), 


23. Those mighty Car-Warriors, brave, 
endued with strength and Prowess, are again 
urged on to battle, by the wrathful Bhima. 


24. Those foremost of the Kurus desirous 
of Supporling Vrikodara, are surrounding 


Drona on all sides, like the clouds surround- 
ing the sun. 


25. Inspired w 
they will surely a 
of resolute vows, 
to die afflicting a 


ith a singleness of purpose, 
flict the unprotected Drona 
like flights of insects about 
burning lamp. 
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26. Accomplished in the use of weapons 
certainly they are capable of encountering 
the son of Bharadwaja. I consider the 
burden now devolving on him to be very 
heavy. 


27. Let us then swiftly repair to the spot 
where Drona is stationed, Let not the Pan- 
davas slay Drona, like a pack of wolves slay- 
ing a mighty elephant. 


Sanjaya said :— 
28. O monarch, hearing the words of 
the son of Radha, king Duryodhana, 


with his brothers rushed where the car of 
Drona was. 


29° Then there arose a mighty uproar 
caused by the Pandava warriors, who actua- 
ted by the desire for slaying the unsupported 
Drona had all returned to the field, riding on 
best steeds of various colours. 

Thus ends the twenty-second chapter, the 
fight of Drona, in the Samsaptaka-badha of 
the Drona Purva, 


CHAPTER XXIII. 


SAMSAPIAKA-BADHA PARVA— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Describe to me, O Sanjaya, the dis- 
tinctive marks of the cars of all those heroes, 
who, wrought up withjrage and headed by 
Bhima, then rushed at Drona. 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Seeing Vrikodara rush into battle, 
(on a car drawn by steeds of chappled hue) 
the heroic grandson of Sini advanced, 
being borne by steeds of the colour of 
silver. 


igs Inflamed with ire, the invincible | 


Vudhamanyu proceeded towards the car of 
Drona, being borne by excellent steeds o 
variegated hue. 
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7- Steeds of the Kamvoja breed beauti- 
ful to look at and decked with the feathers 
of the Suka bird, bearing Nakula, quickly 
made against your army. 


8. O Bharata, delighted steeds of the 
calour of clonds, inflamed with rage, bore 
Uttamoujasa to battle against the invin- 
cible Drona who was standing with arrows 
fixed (on the bow-string.) ` 


9. Steeds of the fleetness of wind and 
of variegated hue, carried Sahadeva with 
uplifted arms to that dreadful battle. 


10. Steeds of the hue of the tusks 
of elephants, of the fleetness of wind, of 
black mein and of great impetuosity, car- 
ried king Yudhisthira, the foremost of men. 


tt. Riding on horses caparisoned with 
gold trappings, and all fleetas the wind, 
many warriors followed Yudhisthira. 


12. After king Yudhisthira, came Dru- 
pada, the ruler of the Panchalas, with a 
golden umbrella held over his head and 
himself protected by all those soldiers. 


13. That mighty warrior among all 
monarchs, namely, Santabhi, advanced, 
borne by excellent steeds capable of putting 
up with every noise. 

14. Accompanied by various mighty car- 
warriors, Virata speedily followed him. The 
Kekayas, and Sikhandin, and Dhristakstu. 


15—17. Surrounded by their respective 
forces, followed the king of the Matsyas. 
Excellent steeds of the colour of trumpet- 
flowers bearing this latter, appeared very 
beautiful. Fleet steeds decked with golden 
chains and resembling turmeric in colour, 
appeared highly beautiful as they carried 
| the son of that slayer of foes, namely, Virata 
| the royal chief of the Musya, The five 
| Kekaya brothers were borne by horses of 
| 





crimson colour. 

18. All these heroes accomplished in 
battle, having complexions effulgent like 
| gold, owning standards of red hue, and be- 


| decked with golden chains, 
19—20. Were seen, clad in mail, and 


ing (torrents of) rain. Steeds of the hue 


4. The son of the ruler of the Pan- | showering arrows, like the clouds shower- 
| 


chalas, namely Dhristadyumna, proceeded, 
being borne by steeds of great fleetness 


of ivory and that of unbaked earthenware 


caparisoned with gold trappings and of the | pots, carried Sikhandin, the Panchala 


hue of pigeons. { 


Desirous of supporting his father 
(Dhristadyumna) and wishing his complete 
success, {<shatradarman of regulated vows 
followed (in a car drawn by chestnut 
steeds). i 

6. Kshastradeva, the son of Sikhandin, 
himself urging well-trapped steeds of the 
hue of lotus-leaves, and with pure white 
eyes, advanced towards Drona. 


prince of immeasurable energy. In all, 
twelve thousand mighty car-warriors of the 
Panchala race preceeded in battle. 

at. Of these twelve thousands, six thou- 
sand followed Sikhandin. O sire, the son 
of Sisupala, the foremost of men, 

22. Was borne by sportive steeds of the 
hue of antilopes. Dhristaketu, the fore- 
most of the Chedis, endued with great 
prowess, 
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23—24. And invinctble in 
carried by horses of Kamvoj 
variegated hue. Excellent steeds of the 
Sindhu breed, of beautiful limbs and of the 
colour of the smoke emitted by burning 
Straws, quickly bore the prince of the 
Kckayas, namely, Vrihatkshastra. Posses- 
sed ot cyes of the hue of jasmine, of lotus- 
hue, of Valhika breed, and decked with 
gold trappings, such steeds 


25. Bore the heroic son of Sikhandin 
vis., Kshatradeva. Decorated w 
son of gold, and of the hue of sil 


26. Of quiet nature, bore into 
Senavindu, that chastiser of foes. 
lent steeds of the color 
into battle the youthful, 


27—28. Delicate and mighty car-warrior, 
the son of the king of the Kasis. White 
horses, having black necks, and endw d 
with the fleetness of the mind, and obedient 
to the (reins of the, driver, O monarch, 
hore prince Prativin Ihva. Steeds of the 
hne of the Musa Aower carried in battle 
Sutasoma, the son of Partha, whom the 


battle, was 
a breed and of 


K, steeds, 
battle 


w of cream, carried 


Excel- | 


MAHABHARATA. 


obedient to the driver, bore to battle, the 
youthful Souchithi. 

37 Quiet steeds of the hue of red silk, 
decked with chains of gold and having 
their backs covered with armour of the 
same metal, bore Srenimat, 


38. Crimson steeds bore the assaulting 
Satyadhriti, who was proficient in the 
sciences dealing with the use of Weapons 


' and the bow and also in the divine Vedas. 


ith capari- | 


dauer had obtained through (the favour o!) , 


Soma. 


29. Of the radiance of a thousand Moons, 
he was born in the city of the Kurus, 
known as Udayendu. In as much as, in 
an assembly of the Somas he won great 
renown, he came to be styled Sutasoma. 


30. Steeds, resembling the flower of the 
Sala in hue, and radiant like the rising sun, 
hore the glorious son of 
Satanika, ` 

31. Decked with caparisons of gold, and 
possessed of 
steeds bore in 
Srutakarman, 
Bhima). 


32. Excellent steeds of the colour of the 
feathers of the kKinglisher, carried into battle, 
Sratakirti, the son of Droupadi, who was 
equal to bP: 
Srutis. 


battle, that foremost ot men 
the son of Droupadi (by 


33: Tawny-coloured steeds bore in battle 
prince Abhimanyu, who is said to be one 
anda half time superior in battle to both 
Krishna and Partha, 


34. Huge-bodied steeds bore to battle 
Yuy utsu, who alone, among the sons of 
Dhritarastra, had sided with the Pandavas, 
(deserting his own brothers), 


35: Steeds, plump, decked with golden 
caparisons, and of the hue of the stalk of 
paddy, bore to that dreadful batle, Var- 
dhakshemi of great activity. 


36. Steeds, having black legs, capari- 
Soned with golden breast-plates, and 





Nakula, by name . 
silk, decorated with 


the hue of the peacock’s neck, , 


artha in his knowledge of the . 


39. He that was the commander of 
Panchala forces, and that conside 
to be the victim destined 
hand, that Dhristadumnya 
steeds of the hue of pigeons. 


40. Satyadhriti and Souchithi both irre- 
Pressible in battle followed him, as also 
Srenimat, Vasudana, and Vibhu the son of 
the ruler of Kasis. 


41. These were borne by fleet steeds 
of the best Kamvoja breed, decked with 
chains of gold. Resembling Yama, or 
Vaisravana, they proceeded striking terror 
into the hearts of his enemies. 


42. The Pravadrakas of the K 
country, six thousand Strong, with 
arms, with excellent steeds of varion 
with gold-decked stand 
their cars, 


43- With their stretched bows discharg- 
ing arrows that produced confusion in the 
hostile host, and with a determination to 
die together, followed Dhristadyunina, 


44. Excellent steeds of the hue of yellow 
beautiful chains of 
gold cheerfully bore Chekitana. 


45. Borne by excellent steeds of the 
best breed, and of the colour of rainbow, 
came Kuntibhoja or Purujit the maternal 
uncle of Savyasachin. 


40. Steeds"of the appe 
studded firmament, 
to battle. 


the 
red Brona 
to fall by his 
was borne by 


amvoja 
upliited 
is hues, 
ards mounted on 


arance of the star- 
boreg king Rochamana 


47. Steeds of the colour‘of the red deer 
having white stripes all over their body, 


bore the prince of the P 
of Gapati, 


48. Excellent steeds af the 
mustard flowers belonged 
among the Panchalas, 
as Janamejaya. 

49. Fleet, shuge-bodied "steeds “of the 
hue of Masa, decked with gold chains, with 
backs white like the hue of curds and faces 
beautiful like the moon, speedily bore tha 
ruler of the Panchalas, 


5°. Brave and gentle steeds 
reed-stalks, and of the 
the lotus, bore Dandad 


anchalas, 


: the (son 
by name Singhasena, 


hue of the 
fo that foremost 
who was well known 


resembling 
hue of the palms of 
hara. 
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5t. Steeds, of the hue of donkeys, with 
backs of the hue of mice, and with necks 
proudly drawn up, bore Vyayradatta. 

52. Wark-spotted steeds, decorated with 
beautiful garlands, bore that foremost of 
men Sudhanwan, the prince of the Pan- 
chalas. 

53. Steeds of the impetuousity of Indra’s 
thunderbolt, of the hue of the /adrago- 
pakas, and variegated with patches, bore 
Chitrayudha,. 

54. Decorated with goiden garlands, 
and having bellies of the hue of the Chakra- 
waka, steeds bore the son of the ruler of the 
Kosalas, by name Sukshatra. 


55; Excellent and tall steeds, of huge 
bodies, variegated hue, exceedingly docile 
and caparisoned with golden chains, bore 
Satyadhriti accomplished in battle. 

56. Sukla proceeded to battle with 
standards, armours, bow and steeds, all of 
the same white colour. 


57. Ocean-bred steeds of the hue of 
the moon, bore Chandrasena of fierce 
cnergy, the son of Srudrasena. 


| 
j 
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66—70. The heroic Sarangadwaja en- 
dowed with the wealth of energy, the ruler 
of the Pandyas, mounted on chargers of 
the colour of the moon-beams, and clad in 
coats of mail set with lapises, rushed at 
Drona stretching his bow of superior make. 
His dominions having been invaded, and 
his relatives having escaped, his sire had 
been slain, O monarch, in battle by Krishna; 
securing weapons then from Bhisma, Drona, 
and Rama, and Kripa, he became, in the 
use of weapons, equal to Rukmi, Karna, 
Arjuna and Achyuta. He then became 
Intent on destroying the city of Dwaraka, 
and on subjugating the whole world. But 
his wise friends out of a desire to do good 
to him, prevented him from that course. 
Abandoning all thoughts of revenge, he is 
now ruling his own dominions. 


7i- Steeds of the hue of the Atarusha 
flower bore one hundred and forty thousand 
foremost car-warviors whe followed that 


| king of the Pandya. 


58. Steeds of the hue of the blue lotus, : 


and decked with ornaments of gold, and 


adorned with beautiful garlands of flower, } 


bore to battle Saiva owning a beautiful 
chariot. 


59. Excellent steeds of the hue of the 
Kalava flower, covered with red and white 
stripes, bore to battle Rathasena difficult 
tu be repressed in battle. 

60; Steeds of the hue of the blue parrot, 
bore that king who lad slain the Pattachar- 
as, and who was regarded as the best hero 
among all men. 

16. Superior steeds of hue resembling 
that of the Kinsuka flowers, bore Chitra- 
yudha, decorated with beautitul garlands, 
and owning beautiful armour, weapons and 
standard. 

62. King Nila proceeded to battle, with 
standards, armour, bow and steeds, all of 
the same blue colour. 


63. Chitra advanced to battle, with 
car-lence and standard and bow, all set 
with various kinds of gems, and with 
excellent steeds and beautitul banners and 
banner-staffs. 


64. Excellent steeds that resembled in 
colour the hue of the Puskara flower, bore 
Hemvarna the son of Rochamana. 


65. Mettled chargers of gentle appear- 
ance, possessed of vertebral columns erect 
like reed-stalks, having white testes and 
endued with the colour of the hen's eggs, 
bere Dandaketu, 


72. Chargers of various hues and 
appearance and stature and face, bore the 
heroic Ghatotkacha, the device on whose 
banner was a car-wheel. 

73. Setting at naught the opinions of 
the assembled Bharatas, that prince who 
alone out of his reverence for Yudhisthira 
had sided with him abandoning all his che- 
rished hopes, 


74. That mighty-armed Vrihanta of 
red eyes was borne by huge-bodied, greatly 


| powerlul steeds, as he sat in his chariot. 


75. Excellent steeds of the hne of gold 
followed behind the virtuous Yudhisthira, 
that foremost of kings, as he advanced 
on his car. 


76. Hosts of the Pravadrakas of divine 
appearance, proceeded to battte, on 


‘superior chargers of various beautiful 


colorus. 
77. All of them possessing golden 


;¿ standirds, full of energy and accompanied 


by Bhimasena, appeared, O monarch, like 
the celestials headed by Indra. 


7g. Dhristadyumna liked that assem- 
bled host very much. But the son of 
Pharadwaja, excelled the rest of the 
warriors in splendour. 


79- O monarch, his standard, with a’ 
black deerskin fluttering from its top and 
bearing the beautiful waterpot, and madd 
of the finest gold, appared exceedingly 
beautiful. 

80. The standard of Bhimasena bear- 
ning the device of a mighty lien in silver, 
with two eyes of the Zapis lazuli, appeared 
highly resplendent, 
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81. The standard of Yudhisthira en- 
dued with great energy bearing the emblem 
of the golden moon surrounded by the 
planets, looked exceedingly charming. 

82. Two prodigious Mridangas of 
celestial make called Nanda and Upanan- 
daka were tied to it. Struck by machanical 
arrangements, they emitted melodies that 
enhanced the joy of all. 


83. For striking terror into the hearts 
of the enemy, we saw that tali and 
fierce standard of Nakula, mounted on his 
car, that bore the device of Sarabha having 
golden back. ù 


S4. On the standard of Sahadeva, was 
seen a charming swan of irrepressible might 
made of silver, decked with bells and 
banners, and capable of enhancing the 
grief of the enemy. 


85. The standards of the five sons of 
Draupadi bore as their device the beaatiful 


images of Dharma, Maruta, Sakra, and of ; 


the twin Aswins of high-soul. 


86. On the car of the youthful Abhi- 
manyu, O monarch, there was a standard 
of best make, bearing the device of a golden 
peacock, which was as radiant as molten 


gold. 


87. O monarch, the device of a vulture 
enhanced the beauty of the standard of 
Ghatotkacha ; his steeds had the power of 
ranging everywhere at will, like those of 
Ravana in days of yore. 

83. In the hands of Yudhisthira was 
the bow called Mahendra of celestial make ; 
the celestial Vyavya was, O king, in the 
hands of Bhimasena. 


89. For preserving the triune 


world 
Brahma had created a bow 


; that bow of 





celestial make and ever indestructible, was | 


in the hands of. Phalguna. 


90. The Puishzava bow was wielded 
by Nakula and the bow Aswina by Saha- 
deva į; the Poulasta of terrible Appe irance 
and celestial make, was held by Ghatot- 
kacha. 


91. O Bharata, these five jewels of bows, 
namely the Rudra, the dgneya, the Konver- 
ya, the Yumya and the Girtsha were held 
by the five sons of Droupadi. 


92. That foremost of bows of best make 
called Rudra which the son of Rohini had 
obtained, that bow was given, ont of delight, 


to the high-souled son of Subhadra, by 
Rama. 


93. These and many other standards, 
ecked with gold, of heroic warriors were 
n there, that enhanced the grief of the 
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94. Then, O monarch, the host led by’ 
Drona, which abounded in myriads of stand- 
ards and which numbered not a single cow- 
ard, looked like images painted on canvas. 


95. Then in that battle we heard, O 
monarch, the names and lineage of various 
heroic warriors,as they rushed at Drona, like 
to what is heard at a Swayamvara, 


Thus ends the twenty-third chapter, the 
description of standards &c, in the Sam- 
saptaka-badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XXIV.: 


(SAMSAPTAKA BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. O Sanjaya, those heroic sovereigns 
who now returned to the charge, being 
headed by Vrikodara, were capable of 
crushing even the host of the celestials 
themselves. 


2. Led by Destiny, man surely engages 
in any action, and it is through the decrees 
of Destiny that his various acts are attended 
With various results. 


3 That Yuthisthira, who wandered 
exiled in the woods, for a long time, wear- 
ing matted locks and black deer-skin and 
who also had to wander incognito, 


4. Even that very Yudhisthira is now 
leading this mighty host in battle! Whit 
else but evil, can befall my son through 
this adverse influence of Destiny ? 


5. Surely man is born subject to the 


» decrees of Destiny ; and so he is compelled 


by it to do what he does not at all desire. 


6. Becoming addicted to the vice of 
gambling at dice, Yudhisthira reaped great 
affliction ; but now through the agency of 


Destiny, he has again been united to his 
supporters. 


7, ‘ Vo-day the Kekayass are rallying to 
me; the Kousikas, the Kosalas, the 


Chedis, the Wangas and others are all 
betaking to me. 


8. All this extensive earth has taken my 
side, O sire, and not that of the sons of 
Pritha? O Suta, these were the words that 


were spoken to me by the wicked Duryo- 
dhana before. 


.9- Drona, guarded amidst this host of 
his warriors, was slain by the son of Prisata 


in battle; what can it be but the decree of 
Fate? 
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ro. Amidst that royal host how could 
Death approach that mighty-armed Drona 
who ever delighted in battle, and who was 
accomplished in the use of all sorts of 
weapons ? 


11. I am plunged in distress and a 
swoon overwhelms me. Oh, I can not live 
hearing both Bhisma and Drona slain. 


12. O Suta, that which the prophetic 
Khatwa said to me, seeing me, infatuated | 
with the affection for my son, O sire, every- | 
thing of that has now overtaken me and | 
Duryodhana himself. 


13. It would have been very cruel had I 
saved the rest of my progeny by abandoning 
Duryodhana, but then the rest could have 
lived. 


14. The monarch, that abandoning | 
rightuousness, pursues interest, is debarred 
from the enjoyment of felicity and imbibes į 
meanness. 


15. O-Sanjaya, to-day, when the hump | 
of this kingdom has been crushed, I see that 
nothing will be left of it, as it has lost all | 
energy (by the death of Drona.) 


16. When those two foremost of men, vis- 
Bhisma and Drona of forgiving nature who 
used to be our primary support, when 
they both have been killed, how can any 
thing remain of this kingdom ? 


17. Relate to me, in detail, as to ho% 
that battle raged; who were they that 
fought, who assaulted (the enemy) and 
what mean fellows fled, out of terror ? 


18. Tell me also what that foremost of | 
car-wartiors, namely, Dhananjaya, did? | 
We are much afraid of him and of his 
brother, Vrikodara, who is our (implacable) 
enemy. 

19. Tell me, O Sanjaya, of the terrible col- 
lusion that took place between the Pandava 
hosts and the remnant of my army, when 
the former returned to the charge? 

20. What also, Q. sire, was the state 
of your mind when they returned to the 
atteck. What heroes of our army with- 
stood them on the field of battle? 


Thus ends the twenty-fourth chapter, the 
words of Dhritarastra, i the Samsaptaka- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 








CHAPTER XXV. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA) 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. When the Pandava host returned to 
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session of ourselves covered {by the arrows) 
like the lustrous rob covered over by a (con- 
tinuous} mass of rain-clouds. 


A 


2. Thick clouds of dust raised by them 
covered over your army; and our sight 
being intercepted, we thought Drona to be 
slain. 

3. Beholding those mighty and heroi 
warriors intent on the perpetration of a very 
heartless act (č.e., the slaughter of Drona), 
Duryodhana encouraged his troops with- 
out the least delay, saying :— 


4. “O rulers of men, do you check the 
Pandava host, according to your strengt” 
energy, and prowess and according to thê 
opportunities that may present themselves.” 


5. Thereafter your son Durmarsana 
teholding Bhima near him, fell upon hiin; 
and desirous of saving Drona’s life, he 
covered the latter with a downpour of 
arrows. 


6. Wrought up with ire, he assaulted 
Bhima with his arrows, even like Death him- 
self in that battle. Bhima also pierced 
him with arrows and thus a fierce combat 
raged between them. 


7. In that battle, heroic warriors endow- 
ed with prudence, and accomplished in smit- 
ing, being commanded by their leaders 
withstood their adversaries, disregardful of 
their kingdom and the fear of death. 


8—g. Like one infuriate elephant resis- 
ting another, [ritavarman checked the 
grandson of Sini. That fierce bowman, the 
ruler of the Sindhus, with his keen-pointed 
shafts kept the mighty warriors Kshatra 
varman away from Drona, as the former 
advanced towards the latter. [shatravar- 
man cutting down the bow and banner of the 
ruler of the Sindhus, 


to. And excited with wrath, pierced him 
in his vitals with ten Narachas. ‘(hereupon 
the ruler of the Sindhus, with an admirable 
lightness of hand, taking up another bow, 


1t—14. Pierced Kshatravarman in that 
battle with arrows, all made of iron. With 
all his endeavours, Suvahu kept away 
from Drona, his brother, the mighty and 
heroic car—warrior Yuyutsu, who was fight- 
ing for the Pandavas. Yuytitsu cut off with 
two whetted and well-tempered and razor- 
like arrows, the two arms of Suvahu which 
were wielding the bow and the arrows and 
which resembled a couple of bludgeons. 
The ruler of the Madras, resisted king 
Yudhisthira of righteous soul, that. foremost 
of the Pandavas, like the Banks resisting 
the agitated “ocean. Him the righteous 
king Yudhisthira covered with many shafts 


the battle, a mighty apprehension took pos- | capable of penetrating into the very vitals. 
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15-17. The lord of the Madras pierc- 

g Yudhisthira with sixty-four arrows 
uttered a loud war cry; but while the former 
was still roaring, with two razor sharp 
arrows, the foremost of the Pandavas severed 
his bow and banner. At this the warriors 
shouted forth (in joy). ‘Then king Valhika 
also at the head of his army, resi: ted, with 
his arrows, king Drupada as the latter was 
advancing leading a formidable division. 
Thereat between those two old men sup- 
ported by their respective army, a fierce 
encounter raged, 


18—21. Which resembled that between 
two mighty leaders, with rent temples, of 
two different herds of elephants. Vindha 
and Anvindua of the Avanti country, at 
the head of their army, encountered Virata, 
the ruler of the Matsyas, at the head of his 


pat Drona. 


t charioteer of the former (uke son 


! Vikarna, endued with 


troops, like Indra and Agni encountering | 


the Danava Vali, in the days of yore. 
Then between the Matsyas and the Nekayas 
a confused combat raged in which 
horses, warriors, the car-warriors and the 


the $ 


elephant-warriors fought undauntedly, and 


which resembled the encounter between the 
celestials and the Asuras. Bhutakarma, 
the ruler of the Savas, kept away from 
Drona, Nakula’s son, Satanika, as the 


latter advanced discharging a net-work of | 


arrows. Thereat the son of Nakula with 


three well-sharpened Falas (broaded-head- 
ed arrows), 


22—26. Made Bhutakarma headless and 
armless in that battle. Vivinsati checked 
the heroic Sutasoma endued with prowess, 
as he was advancing towards Drona dis- 
charging innumerable shafts. Sutasoma also 
excited with anger and clad in mail pierced 


his uncle Vivinsati with straight-going 
shafts, and he desisted from attacking | 
the latter. hen Bhimaratha, with six 


swift-going shafts, made wholly of iron, 
despatched Salwa together with his steeds 
and charioteer to the regions of Death. 
O mighty monarch, the son of Chitrasena 
resisted your grandson Srntakarman, as 
the latter rushed at (Drona), being drawn 
by steeds resembling peacocks. ‘I hose two 
grandsons of yours, of prowess difficult 
of being checked, desirous of slaying each 
other, 


27—29. Fought admirably with each 
other for bringing about the success of their 
respective sire’s purposes. ‘Ihe son of 
Drona, seeing Prativindhya stand before 
him in that battle, checked him with arrows, 
in order to do honour to his sire. Wrought 

“up with rage, Prativindhya with whetted 
shafts pierced hiin who bore the device of 
the lion's tailin his,banner and who was 
anxious to serve his father’s interests. O 


MAHABHARATA, 


foremost of men, like a sower 


f f sowing seeds 
in the sowing season, 

30—35. The son of Droupadi, covered 
the son of Drona with 


th an arrowy downpour, 
Che son of Dussasana resisted the mighty 


car-warrior Srutakirti, the son of Arjuna 
by Droupadi, as the latter was rushing: 
tl f But that son of Krishna equal o 
Krishna (in prowess), CuUltings off with three 
wellsharpened Fallas, the bow, banner, and 
of Dussa- 
Akshmana 
wra is 
s! among the 
SOBIA Ut 
cnt off Lakme 
ark and shower- 
him. The youthful 
great intelligence, 
the youthful Sik- 
son of Yajnasena, as he 


sana), advanced towards Drona, f 
checked that slayer of Pattachg 
regarded, O king, as the Drave 

two hosts. But the 

appeared resplendent, 
shana's bow and bann 
ing myriad shafts on 


who 


latter, 
having 
er-m 


Opposed, in that battle, 
handin, the 


lie ad- 
vanced, Thereat the son of Yajaasena 
covercd the former with a net-work of 
arrows, 

A ` r nt 

36—30. Yonr son endued with prowess 
appeared beautiful by defeating that shower 
of arrows, Angada checked the heroic 
Uttamaujasa, with a down-pour of arrows, 
as the latter advanced in that battle against 
Drona. The awful encounte i 


r between those 
ed the delight 
of them both, 


two foremost of men enhanc 
of all the soldiers as also 
The mighty bowman Durmukha endued 
with prowess, resisted with shafts called 
Vatsadantas, the heroic Purujit as the latter 
advanced towards Drona. But this latter 


struck Durmukha between his two eye- 
brows with a Varacha. 


40—41. Thereupon the countenance of 
Durmukha appeared charming like a lotus 
with its stem. Karna checked with an 
arrowy shower the Kekaya brothers own- 
ing crimson standards, as they rushed 
towards Irona, Greatly afflicted, they also 
covered Karna witha down-pour of arrows. 

42. Karna also covered them repeatedly 
with showers of arrows, Neither they nor 


Karna was to be se i 
E en being covered over 
with (clouds of) shafts, 5 


43—460. Their'steeds, drivers and stand- 
ards and cars were all lost to sight being 
covered with thick arrowy showers. Your 
three sons, vis., Duryaja, Jaya, and Vijaya 
resisted the three, MS., king Nila, the 
ruler of Kasis, and king Jayatsena. Then 
the fierce combat between them afforded 
delight to the lookers-on like that between 
a uger, a lion, and a wolf on the cne side 
and a bear, a buffalo and a bull on the 
other side. Kshemadhuri and Vrihanta 
these two brothers together wounded with 
keen-pointed shafts, him of the Satwata 
race, as he advanced towards Drona in that 
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battle. Then the battle between those 


brothers and Satyaki became exeeedingly | 


wonderful, 
47--48. 


in the woods, Excited with wrath the ruler 
of the Chedis, kept away, by discharging 
shafts, from Prona, king Ambastha who 
always delighted in battle. Then Amvyastha 
pierced him with a long shaft that pene- 
trated into his very bones. 


Like that between a lion and a | dreadful general engagements, hundreds of 


couple of leader-elephants with rent temples | 





49—53. Loosing hold of his bow furnish- 
ed with arrows, he fell down from his ' 
chariot. The generous son of Saradwata 


namely Kripa, with arrows called Kshudra- 
kas, resisted Vardhakshemi of the Vrishni 
race, whose very a 
wrath. 


wh appearance reflected | 
hen those that saw Kripa and him į 


of the Vrishni race-—the heroes accomplish- ! 
ed in various modes of warfare—engaged ; 


in battle with each other, became 
absorbed in that encounter, and they could 
attend to no other action. ‘The son of 
Somadatta for adding to the glory of 
Drona, opposed the ever vigilant king 
Manimanta as the latter rushed towards 
Drona. Tha son of Somadatta then with 
great activity, cut off the the latter’s bow- 
string, banner, charioteer, umbrella and 
flag-staff and felled him from his car. 
‘Then the slayer of foes, Yupaketu (owning 
the devise of a sacrifical stake on his stand- 


ard) jumping down, with lightness, from j 


the car, 


54. Cutoff with a best-tempered sword 
king Manimanta with his steeds, charioteer, 
standard and chariot. ‘hereafter remount- 
ing his own chariot, and grasping another 
bow, 


55—sS. And himself urging his steeds, 
he began to consume the host of the Pan- 
davas. Vrishasena, a worthy combatant, 
checked with an  arrowy shower, king 
Pandya who was rushing to batte like Indra 
rushing after the Asuras for slaying them. 
With maces, bludgeons, scimitars, axes 
stones, and other weapons, and with short 
clubs, mallets, _ discs, — Vindipalas, battle- 
axes, and with dusts, wind, fire, water, ash- 
es, gravels, straw, trees, afflicting, smiting, 
breaking, slaying, routing „And throwing 
down, and verifying the hostile troops, came 
Ghatotkacha, desirous of getting near 
Drona. 
- 59. Excited with wrath, the Rakshasa 
Alumvusha vegan to strike that Rakshasa 
(Ghatotlacha) with various kinds of weapons 
and various implements of war. 
The encounter that then took place 
foremost of the Rakshasas, 
hich took place between 


60. 
between those two 


resembled that w 
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Sumeru and the king of the immortals, 
in days gone by. 


61. Good betide you. Thus amidst that 
single combats were fought between the 
car-warriors, elephant-warriors, horse-war- 


riors and foot-soldiers of your army and 


| theirs. 


62. Indeed the battle that then raged 
between the warriors that were intent on des- 
troying and protecting Drona, indeed such 
a battle was never seen or heard of before. 


63. Many were the combats that were 
seen raging on that field; O lord, some of 
which were dreadful, some worderful and 
some exceedingly terrible. 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth chapter, the 
description of single combats, in the Sam- 
saptaka-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XKXVI. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When the Pandavas returned and 
when divisions clached against divisions, 
how did the warriors of my army and those 
belonging to the sons of Pritha, endued with 
activity, fight? 

2. What also did Arjuna do to the car- 
warriors of the Samsaptaka host, and what, 
O Sanjaya, did the Samsaptakas do to 
Arjuna in return? 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. When the Pandavas did return to the 
charge and when divisions clashed against 
divisions, your sen (Duryodhana) himself 
at the head of the elephant division, rushed 
at Bhimsena. 


4. Like an elephant challenged by 
another or like a bovine bull summoned by 
arival, Bhimasena, challenged by the king 
himself, rushed against that elephant 
division. ; 

5. And, O sire, that son of Pritha, accom- 
plished in battle, and endued with strength’ 
of arms, soon shattered that host of ele- 
phants. 


6. Those elephants, prodigious like 
mountains, and with ichor exuding from 
all parts of their bodies. were crushed and 
compelled to turn back by the Narachac of 
Bhimasena. A 
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7. Indeed as a raging tempest tears away 
a net-work of clouds, so did the son of the 
Wind (Bhima) shatter that host (of ele- 
phants). 


8. Scattering arrows on that herd of ele- 


phants, Bhima appeared beautiful, like the į 


sun scattering his shining rays on all ob- 
jects of the world. 

g. Afflicted with the shafts of Bhima and 
bespattered with bleod, those elephants 
looked beautiful like various masses of clouds 
in the heavens streaked with the rays of the 
sun. 


to. Thereupon Duryodhana excited with 
wrath, approached and pierced with whetted 
shafts the son of the Wind who was afflict- 


ing his [(Duryodhana’s) own division of 
elephants. 
11. Thereat, with blood-red eyes, Bhima 


within awhile, desirous of dragging the king 


to destruction, began to pierce the latter with ; 


winged shafts. 


12. 


Then Duryodhana, covere with ar- 





rows on all parts of his body, and wrought | 


up with rage, began to pierce the son of 
Pandu, viz., Bhimasena, with Narachas of 
the effulgence of the rays of the sun, laugh- 
ing all the while. 

13. Duryodhana had an (artificial) ele- 
phant embossed with gems and jewels as the 
device gracing his banner; this elephant 
together with the former’s bow, the son of 
Pandu severed with two Vallas in all haste. 


14. Beholding Duryodhana afflicted by 
Bhima, O sire, the sovereign of the Angas, 
riding on an elephant, came with a view to 
afflict Bhima. 


15. Seeing that best of elephants make 
towards himself with a roar resembling the 
rumbie of the clouds, Bhima struck it sore 
with a Naracha between its two frontal 
globes. 


16. That Naracha, penetrating through 
the body of the elephant at last struck on the 
ground. Then that elephant fell like a 
mountain struck with the thunder-bolt. 


17. The Mlechha king who could not 
extricate himself from the dropping elephant 
was also falling with it; with an admirable 
lightness of hand, Vrikodara cut off the head 
of that monarch. 

18. At the fall of the heroic ruler of the 
Angas, his division fled in all directions. 
Horses, elephants and car-warriors, seized 
with ‘panic, began to crush the foot-soldiers 
m their fight. 

19. When that host had been thus bro“ 
ken and routed in all directions, the sove” 
reign of the Pragjyotisas rushed at Bhima, 
riding on his elephant. 


ee ee eee ee eee 
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20. With its two forelegs and its trunk 
contracted and with its eyes rolling and in« 
flamed with fury, that elephant seemed to 
consume the son of Pandu, 


21. It then shattered to pieces the car of 
Vrikodara together with the steeds harness- 


| ed thereto. Thereat running on his legs 


Bhima hid himself underneath body of the 
elephant. 


22, The son of Pandu did not really fly, 
for he was acquainted with the science call- 
ed Anyaltkavedha; getting underneath the 
elephant's body, he began to strike it with 
his bare arms repeatedly. 

23. He began to afflict that elephant 
that was intent on slaying him; whereupon 
the elephant began to whirl round like a 
potter's wheel in rapid motion. 


24. Possessed of the might of ten thou- 
sand elephants, the glorious Vrikodara, 
having strack the elephant, came out from 
underneath its body and stood before 
Supratika, 





25. lHoiding down Bhima with its trunk, 
Supratika then struck him with its knees ; 
and winding its trunk round the neck of 
Bhima, it really tried to kill him. 


26, Whirling round Bhimasena freed 
himseif from the twine of the elephant’s 
trunk, ‘Then once more Vrikodara gut un- 
der the body of that.clephant. 


27. Then when he saw a rival elephant of 
his own army make towards the one (under- 
neath which he was standing), Bhima issuing 
out from under the body of the elephant, ran 
away with speed, 


_ 28. Thereupon a loud cry of ‘Alas, Bhima 
is slain by the elephant’ was set up by all 
the troops, O sire. 


29. Frightened by that elephant, the 
Pandava army suddenly fled, O king, there 
where Vrikodora was standing. 


30. Thereupon, considering Vrikodara 
to be slain, king Yudhisthira assisted by 


the Panchalas,) envirened Bhagadatta on 
all sides. 


31. That foremost of car-warriors Yu- 
dhisthira, having surrounded Bhagadatta 
with cars on all sides, covered the latter with 


keen-pointed shafts by hundreds and thou- 
sands, 


32. Baffling those myriad shafts with 
his iron hook, the Mountain-king, (Bhaga- 
datta) agitated with his elephant the host of 
the Pandavas and the Panchalas. 


33. Then, O ruler of men, we did indeed 
behold a wonderful feat achieved in that 
battle by the old Bhagadatta, through the 
instrumentality of his elephant 





DRONA 


34. Then the sovereign of the Dasarnas 
advanced against the ruler of the Pragjyo- 





tisas, mnounted on a swift-coursing elephant. | Bhima wrought up with wrath once more 


exuding the temporal juice and moving in : 


a tortuous motion, 


35. Then the encounter that ensued be- 
tween those two elephants of prodigious ap- 
pearance, resembled the fight, in the days cf 
yore, between winged mountains covered 
with trees. 


36. Thereafter the elephant of the ruler | 


of the Prayjyotisas, turning and wheeling 
round, slew the elephant of the kin 
of the Dasarnas, by ripping open its 
flanks. 


37. King Bhagadatta also, with seven i 


Tomaras of the effulgence of the sun's rays, 


slew his adversary riding on an elephant | 


just when the latter was about to slip down 
from his seat. 


38. Thereupon Yudhisthira laceratiug ; 


king Bhagndatta (with many shafts), sur- 


rounded him on all sides with a numerous | 


host of car-warriors. 


39- Mounted on his elephant and sur- 
rounded on all sides by the car-wartiors, he 
(Bhagadatta) appeared beautiful like fire 
ilumining a mountain surrounded by 
forests. 

qo. Then mounted on his elephant, he 
remained inside that compact circle of fierce 
bow-men riding on chariots and pouring 
showers of arrows. 


yotisas, poking his prodigious elephant, 
urged it towards the chariot of Yuyudhana. 

42. Thereat the mighty elephant twining 
with its trunk the car of Sini’s grandson, 
threw it violently to a distance ; but Yuyu- 
dhana escaped. 

43. His charioteer jumping upon the 
car, urged the mighty steeds of the Shindhu 
breed yoked thereto, and stopped reaching 
the spot where Satyaki was standing. 

44. Then that elephant, availing itself 
of that breach in the circle of cars, came 
speedily out of it and began to overthrow all 
the rulers of the earth. 


_ Those foremost of men being fright- 
ened by that swift-coursing elephant, re- 
garded that single one to be multiplied into 
hundred elephants, in that battle. 


46. The Pandavas crushed by Bhaga- 
datta mounted on his elephant, appeared 
like the Danavas crushed by Indra mounted 
on the Airavata. 


47. When the” Panchalas were flying on 
all sides, a deafening and dreadful din was 


created by their elephants and steeds. 
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48. Thus when the Pandavas were 
being afflicted by Bhagadatta in that battle, 


rushed against the ruler of the Pragjyotisas. 


49. Then that e,ephant drenching with the 
wouter spouting from its trunk the horses of 
the advancing Bhima, frightened them, and 
they carried away Bhuma from the field. 


50. Thereafter Ruchiparvan the son of 
Kirti speedily rushed at him, mounted on 
his charivt and pouring showers of arrows 
like Death himself. 


51. Then that ruler of the mountain 
tracts possessed of shapely limbs, despatch- 
ed, with a straight shaft, Ruchiparvan to 
the regions of the son of Vivaswan (Death). 

5 On the fali of that hero (Ruchi- 

arvan), the son of Subhadia, the sons of 
Droupadi, Chekitana, Dhristaketu, and 
Yuyutsu, began to afflict that elephant, 








53. Desirous of slaying it; and uttering 
dreadful roars, they began to pour on it 
their arrows like showers of rain. 


54. Then that elephant urged with heels 
toes, and the hook, by its skilful rider, 
rushed (at them) with speed, with iis trunk 
stretched and eyes and ears fixed. 


55. Then trampling upon the steeds of 
Yuyutsu, the animal crushed his charioteer ; 


i and, O monarch, Yuyutsu fled, forsaking 


| 
i 
| 


i 


his car, in all haste. 
56. Then the warriors of the Pandava 


| host out of a desire for slaying that fore- 
41. Thereafter the king of the Pragj- } 


most of elephants, speedily drenched it with 
the shower of their arrows, uttering loud 


shouts all the while. 


57. At this juncture, your son with speed 
rushed, against the car or Subhadra’s son. 
King Bhagadatta riding on his elephant ind 
discharging arrows at the toe, 

58. Appeared resplendent fike the sun 
scattering his rays on tie earth. Then the 
son of Arjuna pierced him with twelve 


, shafts and Yuyutsu with ten. 


| 
| 


| 


59. The sons of Droupadi and Dhirista- 
ketu also pierced him with ten shafts; with 
those arrows shot with great care stuck on 
its body, the elephant appeared beautitul, 

60. Like a mighty ratn-cloud struck 
with the rays of the sun. Urged on by the 
skill and vigour of its rider, and smitten 
with the shafts of the enemy, 


61. That elephant began to throw down 
right and left, the warriors of the hostite 
host. Like a cow-herd belabouring witn his 
cudgel the herd in the forest, 


62. Bhagadatta began to smite the hos- 
tile troops repeatedly. Like the cawing of 
the crows pounced upon by the hawks, _ 
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68. A confused noise was heard among 
the Pandava hosts, as they fled with speed. 


64. O monarch, then that foremost of 
elephants being struck with the hook re- 
sembled the winged mountains of yore. It 
struck panic into the hearts of the enemy, 
like to what the merchants (ọn board) 
experience when the (tempest-tossed) sca 
rushes against them. 


65. O monarch, then in that battle, a 


loud din, was raised by the elephants, car- | 


warriors stecds and kings, as they fled 
ni fear; and that din filled the earth, the 
welkin, the cardinal and subsidiary direc- 
tions of the compass. 


-66. That monarch (Bhagadatta) with 
that foremost elephant of his, thoroughly 
agitated the hostof the enemy, lixe Viro- 
chana agitating in battle the celestial host 
well-protected by the immortals in the days 
of yore. 

67. The friend of fire (tempest) the" 
began to blow viviently. A cloud of dust 
in a moment covered the firmameut and the 
forces. People began to regord that single 
elephant at muntiplied intu many and 
careegring in all directions. 

Thus ends the twenty-sixth chapter, the 


Fighting of Bhayadatta, in the Samsaptaka 
of the Drona Purvu. 





CHAPTER XXVII. 
(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Asyou have enquired of me of the 
feats of Partha in that battle, hear, O you 


of mighty arms, what he achieved in that 
battle. 


2. Seeing the cloud of dust and hearing 
the noise created by the cops when Bhaga- 
datta was achieving feats ol valour, the son 
of Kunti thus addressed ifrishna. 

3- “O slayer of Madhu, as the ruler of 
the Prayjyotisas has advanced with impe- 
tuousity to the battle, riding on his elephant, 
this loud noise may be attributed to him. 


4. Well-versed in the management of 
lus vehicle the elephant, he is in no way 
inlerior to Indra in battle; and L think, 
hie is either the first or the second of all the 

~ elephant warriors on the face of this earth, 


5. His elephaut is also the foremost of 

-{ the species, whom no tival dares en- 

-ae «unter in battle; the animal is well accom- 

j-shed in all tactics and indefatigable and 
Leyond the reach of all weapons in battle. 


eoe eee 
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6. Osinless one, that elephant capable 
of bearing the showers of all kinds of 
weapon and even the tongues of fire, will 
alone, this day, destroy all the troops ef the 
Pandavas. 

7. Save and except us two, there is none 
who is capable of resisting that animal. 
Therefore with, speed do you drive where 
the ruler of the Prayjyotisas is. 


8. 1 will, this very day, send, as a dear 
guest to the slayer of Vala (Indra), this my 
adversary, who is proud of the prowess of 
his elephant and of his venerable age, in 
battle.” 


9. Nọ sooner had Arjuna uttered these 
words than Krishna drove to the spot where 
Bhagadatta had been crushing and shatter- 
ing the Pandava army. 


10. As Arjuna winded his way towards 
Bhagadatta, the fourteen thousand mighty 
car- warriors, viz., the Samsaptakas sum- 
moned him delightfully from behind. 


11. Of these fourteen thousand, ten 
thousand mighty car-warriors belonged to 
the Trigartta clan, and the (remaining) four 
sand were the followers of the sun of 
Vasudeva. 

12. Beholding then the ranks of his own 
army broken by Bhagadatta and O sire, 
being summoned on the other-hand by the 
Samsaptakas, Arjuna was seen devided in 
his heart (purpose). 

13. He began to reflect :—'Which of these 
two acts will now be beneficial fe“ me viz., to 
turn back to the Samsaptakas, or to repair 
to Yudhisthira.’ 

14. Then, O perpetuator of the race of 
the Kurus, deciding with the help ot his 
understanding, Arjuna set his heart steadily 
on the destruction of the Sumsaptakas. 


15, Then that son of Vasava bearing 
the device of the monkey-chief on his stan- 
dard, suddenly wheeled round with the intent 
of slaughtering, single handed, those thou- 
sands of car-warriors in battle. 


16. Even this was what both Karna and 
Duryodhana had decided to be the means for 
bringing about the death of Arjuna; and 


for thisthey had planned the double en- 
counter. 


17. Then the son of Pandu wavered 
between his two purposes (of slaying the 
Sumsaptakas, and of meeting Bhagadatia). 
But he baffled the purposes of his enemies 


by slaying then the foremost among the 
Sumsapatokas, 


18. Thereat, © monarch, the mighty 
car-warriors of the Samsaptaka host 
showered upon Arjuna hundreds and thou- 
sands of straight-jointed shafts, 
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19. Covered with those shafts, neither 
the son of Kunti, namely Partha, nor 
Krishna the assuager of the grief of men, 
nor horses nor chariots, © monarch, could 
be seen, 


20. Then when Janarddana was over- 
whelmed with a swoon, and was covered 
with drops of perspiration, the son of Pritha 
‘tell to slaughter them in large numbers 
with his Brahma weapon. 


21. Hundreds of arms with arrows, 
bow-strings and bows in their grasps, being 
severed, and also, standards, horses, chario- 
teers, and car-warriors, all felldown onthe 
earth, 


22. Elephants, resembling in stature 
huge hills covered with trees, or masses of 
rain clouds, and furnished with trappings, 
having their riders slain, fell down on the 
ground being struck with the arrows of 
Partha. 


23. Greatly afflicted with the shafts of 
Partha, steeds with riders on their backs, 
fell down dead on the ground, with their 
caparisons and reins severed and their 
Vandha rent. 


24. Severed dy Kiritin with his broad- 
headed arrows, the arms of men, having 
swords, lances and rapiers for their nail, 
and grasping biudgeons, mallets, and 
battle-axes, fell down. 


25. Heads, O sire, resembling the rising 
sun, or the lotus or the moon, being severed 
by the arrqws of Arjuna, fell down on the 
earth. 


26. When the enraged Phalguna had 
been thus slaying his foes, the forces seemed 
to be on fire, being struck with beautiful but 
deadly shafts of various appearances. 


27. Then ail beings honoured Dhananjaya, 
whohad been agitating the forces like an 
elephant crushing the lotus-stalks, by saying 
“Well done,’ ‘Well-done.’ 


28. Beholding that feat of the son of 
Pritha, which was equal to the one achieved 
by Vasava himself, Madhava, highly amazed 
thus spoke to the former, with his hands 
folded. 


29. ‘I think, O Partha, the feat you 
have to-day achieved in battle is difficult of 
being performed even by Indra, or Yama or 
Kuvera himself. 


30. I have seen you to-day slay simulta- 
neously in battle, hundreds and thousands 
of mighty car-warriors of the Samsaptaka 
host.’ 

31. Then completely slaying those Sam- 
saptakas who stayed in battle, Partha said 
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to Krishna, ‘Now haste Towards Bhaga- 
datta.’ 


Thus ends the twent 
the slaughter of the 
Samsaptaka 


-seventh chapter, 
amsaptakas, in the 
-badha of the Drona Parva. 


—_—— 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVAj— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Upon Partha’s desire for advancing 
against the divison of Drona, Krishna 
urged his steeds covered with golden 


caparisons, fleet as the mind and white in 
hue. 


2. Beholding that foremost of the Kurus 
make towards his brothers afflicted sore 
by Drona, king Susarman with his brothers 
followed him, desirous of battle. 


3- The invincible Arjuna owning white 
steeds then thus addressed Krishna say- 
ing :— O Achyuta, this Susarman assis- 
ted by his brothers challanges me_ (to 
fight). T 


4. O slayer of foes, on the other hand, 
the ranks of my troops are being shattered, 
(by Drona) ; to-day my mind is undecided 
in its purposes, which is caused by the 
Samsaptakas. 


5. Shalli slay the Samsaptakas or shall 

| I save iny own army afflicted by the foe. 

Know this to be what I am thinking of; tell 
me what would be beneficial for me ? 


6. Thus spoken to, the descendant of the 
Dasarhas (viz. Krishna), turned the car, and 
drove the son of Pandu to the spot whence 
the ruler of the Trigarttas was summon- 
ing Arjuna. 

7. Thereat Arjuna piercing Susarman 
with seven swift-coursing arrows, cut down 
his standard, bow and chariot with a couple 
of razor-sharp arrows, 


8. Then with six swift-flying arrows 
Partha speedily despatched to the mansion 
of Death the brother of the ruler of the 
‘Trigarttas, with his steeds and charioteers. 


9. Thereat Susarman, aiming at Arjuna, 
hurled an iron dart resembling a snake and’ 
he threw a lance at the son of Vasudeva. 


10. Having cut down the dart with three 
shafts and the lance also with another three, 
Arjuna compelled Susarman to turn back, 
depriving him of his senses by means of 
an aı rowy down-pour, 


11. None among your host ventured’ to 
oppose him, O monarch, as he came looking 
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fierce and showering arrows like Vasava 
pouring rain. 

12. Then Dhananjaya advanced slaying 
all the mighty car-warriors of the Kouravas, 
with his arrows, just as fire advances consum- 
ing heaps of straw and fuel &c. 


13. Like the touch of fire, people were 
unable to bear the unbearable inpetuousity 
of that intelligent son of Kunti. 


. 14. The son of Pandu overwhelming with 

his arrowy showers the hostile host, made, 

© monarch, towards the rulers of the Prag- 

jyotisas, like Suparana pouncing down (upon 
is prey). 

15—16. Then the ever-victorious Arjuna 
held in his grasp the bow, that was prolific 
of benefit for the sinless Pandavas, and that 
"was capable of enhancing the grief of the 
enemy in battle, for the destruction of the 
Kshastriyas, brought about, O king, by your 
son’s recourse to the deceitful game at 
dice. 

17. Then, O monarch, your troops 
being thus agitated by the son of Pritha, 
was broken like a frail bark grounded on 
-a rock, 


18. Thereupon, ten thousand bowmen, 
brave and inflamed with a fierce deter- 
‘mination for battle, and disregardful of 
.victory or defeat, turned upon (Arjuna). 


19. With their hearts shorn of fear, 
those mighty warriors completely encom- 
passed him, ‘Thereat Partha capable of 
bearing «all burdens how heavy sover, took 
mp that burden in tl.at battle. 


zo. Then Partha began to crush you” 
forces just as an infuriate elephant of six 
years of age, with rent temples crushes and 
tears an assemblage of lotus plants. 


21. When the troops were berg thus 
crushed, Bhagadatta, the ruler of men, 
riding on the seif-same elephant, rushed 
suddenly at Dhananjaya. 


22. Thereupon Dhananjaya that fore- 
most of men, received him. (Bhagadatta), 
opposing him with his car. ‘Then a ierce 
encounter raged between that car and that 
elephant. 

23. Riding on their car and elephant 
respectively which were equipped according 
to the rules of the military science, those 
two heroes Dhananjaya and Bhagadatta 
careered throngh the field of battle, 


24. Then staying on his elephant that 
resembled a mass of clouds. the mighty 
Bhagadatta showered upan Dhananjaya a 

: down-pour of arrows, like Indra showering 
rain. 

725, ‘Then the son of Vasava (Arjuna) 
endued with prowess, cut off with his arrowy 
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showers, the arrows of Bhagadatta, before 
they could even reach him. 


26. Then, O sire, the king of the Prag- 
jyotisas, baffling that shower of arrows, 
pierced the mighty-armed son of Pritha, 
as also Krishna, with his arrows. 


27. Thereafter covering Krishna and 
Partha with a thick net-work of arrows, 
Bhagadatta urged his elephant towards them 
in order 10 slay them. 


28. Tnereat beholding that infuriate 
elephant make towards themselves like 
Death himself, Janarddana with swiftness 
moved his car in a manner as to leave the 
elephant on the left. 


29. Thus Dhananjaya, though he got 
an opportunity of slaying that mighty eleph- 
ant and its rider from the right side, yet did 
Not avail himself of it, recollecting the laws 
of fair combat. 


zo. The elephant, O sire, trampling 
down upon other elephants, cars and steeds, 
sent them all tothe regions of Death. There- 
at Dhananjaya was inflamed with wrath. 


Thus ends the twenty-erghth chapter, the 
fight of Bhagadatta,in the Samsaptaka-badha 
of the Drona Parva, 





CHAPTER XXIX. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. Wrought up with rage, what did 
Arjuna the son of Pandu do to Bhagadatta ? 
What did also the ruler of the Prayjyotisas 
do towards Pritha’s son? ‘Tell me all as 
it happened. 

Sanjaya said :— 

2. When Krishna and Arjuna were both 
thus engaged with the ruler of the Pragjyoti- 
sas, all creatures regarded them as placed 
within the teeth of Death, 

3. Then, O mighty monarch, from the 
back of the elephant he rode, the ruler of 
the Pragjyotisas poured incessant showers 
of arrows on the two Irishnas (Arjuna 
and Krishna) stationed on the same chariot. 


4. ‘Thereafter Bhagadatta, with iron 
shafts furv ished with galden wings, whetted 
on stone and discharged from a full-drawn 
bow, picrced the illustrious son of Devaki. 


5. Those superbly ornamcnted arrows 
oi the touch of fire, shot with force by Bhaga- 
dätta, entered the earth, having pierced 
through the son of Devaki 
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6. The son of Pritha then cut off Bhaga- 
datta's bow, and slew that warrior who was 
supporting the latter from his flanks; he 
then engaged with the Pragjyotisa king as 
if in sport. 

7. Thereat Bhagadatta sped at Arjuna 
fourteen lances of great sharpness and of 
the solar effi.lgence ; but Arjuna cut each of 
them into three pieces. 


8. Thereafter Arjuna shattered into 
pieces the armour covering Bhagadatta’s 
elephant, with a mighty shower of arrows; 
the armour then dropped down on the earth. 


g. With its armour shattered, and man- 
gled with numerous atrow-wounds, that 
elephant appeared like a prince of moun- 
tain shorn of its cloudy envelope, and with 
its breast drenched with showers of rain. 


10. Thereupon the ruler of the Pragj- 
yotisas hurled at Vasudeva’s son a dart 
having a golden staff and an iron head; 
but Arjuna cut-that dart in two. 

11. Thereafter having severed with 


arrows the umbrella and the ‘standard of 
the king, Arjuna quickly pierced the 


ruler of the mountain-provinces with ten | 
| 


shafts, smiling the while. 


12—13. Then that ruler of the Prag- 
jyotisas was sorely wounded by Arjuna’s 


arrows furnished with beautiful wings form- | 


ed of the feathers of the Kanka birds. 


“Thereafter Bhagadatta, O ruler of men, 


waxing wroth, hurled lances at the head 
of Pandu’s son owning white steeds. And 
then he uttered a loud war-cry. 
those lances, the diadem of Arjuna was dis- 
placed. 


14. Then putting his displaced diadem 


Bhagadatta :—'‘ Take you a full view of 
this world.” 


15. Thus spoken to, king Bhagadatta, 
inflamed with rage, took up a lustrous bow 
and covered Pandu's son and Govinda 
with a shower of arrows. 


16. The son of Pritha then having cut-off 
Bhagadatta’s bow and quivers, quickly 
pierced the latter in all his vital limbs with 
two and seventy arrows. 


17. Thus pierced and pained to the 
extreme, Bhagadatta invoked the Vaishnava 
weapon and inspiring its hook with sacred 
aphorisms, he let it go, in rage, at the 
breast of Pandu’s son. 

18. Thereupon IXesava, covering Pri- 
tha’s son, recieved upon his own breast that 
weapon capable of slaying every being, hurl- 
ed by Bhagadatta. 

19. On the breast of Keshava that wea- 
pon became changed into a celestial garland, 


Then by | 








Thereafter with a sorrowful heart Arjuna 
thus addressed Keshava :— 


20. “ O sinless one, without fighting for 
you, I will drive your steeds, in batile. Even 
these, O lotus-eyed one, were the words you 
spoke before. Why then do you not keep 
your promise inviolate ? 

21. It is only then when | shad bein- 
volved in a calamity or shall be incapable 
of resisting (my foes and their weapons), 
it is then only that you shall take it upon 
yourself to protect me; but not when I am 
competent and standing thus. 


22. Equipped with my bows and arrows, 
I am competent enough to conquer the 
worlds with all the celestials, Asuras, and 
mortals dwelling in them; this fact indeed 
you also know.” 


23. Thereupon the son of Vasudeva 
addressing Arjuna spoke these words in 
reply :—'' Hear, O sinless one, O son of 
Pritha, this ancient and mysterious piece 
of history. 


24. Ever occupied as I am in achieving 
the welfare of the worlds I have four sem- 
blances. Dividing myself into parts I do 
try te bring about the world’s benefit. 


25. One of my semblances, remaining 
ov earth, is even now practising ascetic 
austerities. Another keeps an eye over the 
world engaged in good and evil deeds. 


26. My third semblance, staying in 
the world of men, is engaged in the per- 
formance of acts, and my fourth semblance 
sleeps a sleep extending over four thousand 
years. 


27. This last-mentioned semblance of 


in its proper place, Phalguna said to king | mine that awakes at the end of the every 


thousand years, accords excellent boons 
at that iime, to those who really deserve 
them. 

28. On one such occasion, the Earth 
knowing that the boon-giving hour has 
core, solicited a boon for her son Naraka ; 
hear, I shall tell it to you. 

29. ‘ Possessed of the Vaishnava weapon 
let my son be unslayable, both by the gods 
and the demons. It behoves you to grant 
me that weapon.” 


30. Listening then to that prayer for the 
boon that the earth wanted me accord to 
her son, I gave the excellent and irresistible . 
Vaishnava weapon to him. 


gr. I then said:—“O Earth, let this 
weapon be infallible in protecting Naraka. 
None, I say, will be able tc slay him. 


32. Protected by this weapon, your 
son, the crusher of hostile hosts, will, in all 
times and everywhere, be invincible.” 
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33- Then saying “Be it so”, that intelli- 
gent goddess went away, satisfied at the 
fruition of her desire. Her son Naraka, 
that fMicter of hostile heroes, also accord- 
ingly became invincible. 


34. Then, O son of Pritha, that weapon 
of mine was secured by the ruler of the 
Pragjyotisas from Naraka; and Q sire, 
there is none unslayable by it in all the 
worlds, not excluding Indra and Rudra 
themselves. 


35. For your sake therefore, O Arjuna, 
I did baffle the weapon. Now slay the 
mighty Asura deprived of his excellent 
weapon, 


36. Now slay in battle your invincible 
opponent Bhagadatta, that enemy of the 
gods, like myself slaying, in days of yore, 
Naraka, for the worlds’ benefit.” 


` 37: Thus spoken to by the high-souled 
Kesava, Pritha’s son, suddenly covered 
Bhagadatta with a shower of sharp arrows, 


38. Then the mightyzacmed and high- 
souled Arjuna dauntlessly wounded Bhaga- 
datta’s elephant between its frontal globes 
with a (long) lance. 


39. Then like the thunder-bolt rending 
a mountain open, that dart flying towards 
the elephant penetrated into its body to the 
very wings, like a snake entering into its 
hole in an ant-hil!, 


40. Then like the wife of a.poor man, 
refusing to carry out the orders of her 
husband, that elephant though often urged 
by Bhagadatta, refused to obey his orders. 


41. With its limbs paralysed it fell 
down striking the earth with its tusks. 
Then that huge elephant gave up its breath 
uttering a yell of distress. 


‘42. Thereafter the son of Pandu pierced 
the heart of king Bhagadatta with a crescent- 
shaped arrow of straight knots. 


‘43: His bosom being torn open by the 
diadem-decked Arjuna. king Bhagadatta 
lost the grasp of his bow and arrows, 
being deprived of vitality. 

44. The precious cloth that had consti- 
tuted his turban now fell off from his head 
like a petal falling off from a lotus when 
its stem 1s struck violently. 


45. He himself decorated with a garland 
of gold felldown from the back of his 
mountain-like elephant, decked also with 
trappings of gold, like a blossoming Kar- 
ED tree falling down from the crest of 
a hill, being uprooted by the violence of the 
wind. 

46. Then in that battle, the son of Indra 
having slain that monarch equal to Indra 
in prowess and who was a friend of Indra, 


began to crush, inspired with the hopes 
of victory, other warriors of your army, like 
a violent gust of wind crushing large number 
of trees. 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth chapter, the 
slaughter of Bhagadattu, in the Samsap- 
taka-badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XXX. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PAR VA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Having slain the ruler of the Prag- 
jyotisas who was the friend and favourite of 
Indra, and who was possessed of immeasu- 
rable prowess, the son of Pritha circumam- 
bulated him. i 


2. Thereafter, Vrisaka and Achala, the 
two sons of the king of the Gandharas, both 
competent to subjugate hostile sities, 
began to afflict the son of Pandu in 
battle. 


3. Those two heroic bowmen assailing 
Arjuna simultaneously from the rear and the 
van, began to pierce him with swift-flying 
arrows coursing with vehemence. 


4. Thereupon with whetted shafts 
Pritha’s son cut;off into fragments the steeds’ 
the charioteer, the bow, the standard, the 


umbrella and the chariot of Vrisaka the son 
of Suvala. 


5- Thereafter Arjuna with showers of 


‘arrows and various other Weapons, began to 


afflict the Gandharas headed by Suvala and 
others, 


6. Then wrought up with wrath, Dha- 
anjaya despatched, by means of his arrows, 
to the regions of Death, five hundred heroic 


Gandhara warriors with their weapons held 
over their heads. 


7. Meanwhile the mighty-armed Vri- 
saka alighting from his chariot of which 
the horses were slain, ascended the car of 


Mis brother with agility, and grasped ano- 


8. Then those two heroic brothers Vri- 
saka and Achala, both riding on the self- 
same car, began incessantly to pierce 
Pritha’s son with their arrowy downpour. 


. 9- Then those two kings, your brothers- 
in-law, viz., Vrisaka and ‘Achalaof illustri- 
ous souls, began, to wound Partha sorely, 


like Vala or Aritra wounding Indra him- 
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to. The two Gandhara kings of unerring 
aims, again and again pierced Pandu’s son 
like the summer and the rainy months of 
the year piercing the world with heat and 
rain respectively. 

11, Thereat, O monarch, Arjuna with a 
single shaft slew those two ;foremost of men, 
those two princes, viz, Vrisaka and Achala 
who had been riding on the same chariot 
side by side. 

12. Thereupon those two heroic brothers 
with red eyes, possessed of long arms, hav- 
ing similar features and looking like two 
lions, fell down from their car. 


13. Then their bodies, so much tended 
by their friends and favourites, falling from 
the car, lay prostrate on thejEarth, spreading 
-sacred fame in all the ten points of the com- 
pass. 


I4. Thereafter, O ruler of men, your sons 
beholding their two unretreating and heroic 
maternal uncles slain, began unceasingly to 
discharge weapons, 

15. Then, conversant with hundred kinds 
of illusion, Sakuni beholding his two bro- 
thers slain spread a mighty illusion for con- 
founding the two Krishnas. 

16. Then clubs, iron-balls, Sataghnis, 
rocks, darts, maces, bludgeons, swords, tri- 
dents, mallets, battle-axes, 

17. Kampanas scimitars, nails, Musha- 
las, axes, razors, horse-shue-headed arrows, 
Nalikas, Vatsadantas and shafts of bony- 
heads, 

18. Discuses, Vishikhas, lances, 
many other kinds of weapons began to 
fall upon Arjuna from all the cardinal and 
subsidiary points of the compass. 

19. Also asses, camels, buffalos, tigers, 
lions, deer, leopards, bears, wolves, vultures, 
monkeys, and various reptiles, 

20. And diverse kinds of Rakshasas, and 
flights of birds, all burning with hunger and 
rage, assailed Arjuna from all sides. 

21. Thereat that heroic son of Kunti, by 
name Dhananjaya, versed in the use of ce- 


lestial weapons, discharging a net-work 
of arrows, simultaneously attacked them 
all. 


22. Attacked by that hero with excellent 
and strong arrows, those beasts and reptiles 
and birds, emitting loud yells of agony, be- 
gan to give the ghost upon the field of 
battle. 

23. Thereupon Arjuna’s chariot was en- 
veloped in a pall of gloom and harsh voices 
were heard to reproach Arjuna from 
within that gloom. 

24. Then in that fierce battle, Arjuna, 
with a mighty and lustrous weapon of the 
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finest make-called Gotishka, dispelled that 
dreadful and palpable darkness capable of 
inspiring every one with terror. 


25—26. When that gloom had been dis- 
pelled, frightful waves of waters started 
into existence, ‘Thereupon for destroying 
these water-waves, Arjuna discharged the 
Aditya weapon; that weapon then dried up 
almost all the water-waves. Jhus various 
kinds of illusions created by Suvala’s son, 


27. Arjuna smilingly nullified by means 
of the virtue of his weapons. When all his 
illusions had been nullitied, struck with the 
arrowə of Arjuua and seized with terror, 


28. Sakuni fled like a mean deserter? 
being borne away by fleet coursers. ‘hen 
Arjuna conversant with the use of all wea- 
pons, displaying to his foes his great light- 
handedness, 

29. Poured showers of arrows on the host 
of the Kouravas. Then that army of your 
son, thus smashed by Pritha’s son, 


30. Became split up in twain, like a cur- 
rentof Ganges water dividing into two 
streams when it is; obstructed bya hillock, 
Some among those foremost of men, then 
sought shelter from Drona ; 


31. And others, O king, being afflicted 
sore by the diadem-decked Arjuna, flew to- 
wards Duryodhana’s division. Then we 
could not see Arjuna, as the army was 
enveloped ina cloud of dust. 


32. I could then only hear the twang of 
the Gandiva-bow on my right side, as 
also the sound and blare of conch-shells, 
and drums, and the din of many other 
musical instruments. 

. But rising above all those noise 
and din, the twang of the Gandiva reached 
the very heavens. Then on the Southern 
part of the field, again raged a fight between 
humerous warriors on the one side, 


34. And Arjuna on the other. 1, how- 
ever, followed Drona’s division. Then the 
diverse divisions of Yudhisthira’s army 
began to strike down the enemy’s host on the 
field. 


35. Then, O Bharata, like wind scatter- 
ing masses of clouds in the heavens, Arjuna 
began to scatter the various divisions com- 
posing the army of your son. 


36. None could then ressist that fierce 
bowmen, that excellent of all male beings, 
as he advanced, like Indra, pouring incess- 
antly showers of arrows. 


37. Then allthose troops of yours, thus 
slaughtered by Partha, and overwhelmed 
with intense pain, began to fly, and in flying . 
crushed many of their own number. 
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38.. The arrows, sped by Arjuna, fur- 
nished with wings ai Kanka feather and 
capable of piercing into every body, began 
to fall even like flights of locusts covering 
all the ten points of the compass. 


39. Those arrows, O sire, penetrating 
through horses, car-warriors, elephants and 
foot-soldiers, entered the earth, like snakes 
entering their holes in ant-hilis. i 


40. Arjuna did not shoot more than one 
arrow at any elephant, man, or horse. 
Each of these, afflicted by one shaft only, 
began to fall down and give up the ghost 
on the field, 


41. Over-strewn with slain men, and 
elephants, and horses mangled with arrows, 
and filled with the yells of dogs and jackals, 
the field of battle assumed an awful ap- 
pearance. 


42. Afflicted with arrows, then father 
deserted his sun, friend forsook his friend, 
and son aband ned his father. Then with 
their hearts intent on saving themselves, 
men even forsook their very vehicles, being 
pained by the arrows of Partha. 


Thus ends the thirtieth chapter, the re- 
treat of Sakuni, in the Samsaptaka-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


Cu 


CHAPTER XXXI. 


(SAMSAPTAKA-BADHA PARVA).— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. What, O Sanjaya. was the state of 
your mind when my army was routed and 
crushed by Pandu's son and when you 
speedily fled away from the field ? 


2. The re-assembling of broken and 
routed troops is ever very difficult; tell me 
all about it, O Sanjaya. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. In spite of all these, O ruler of men, 
many excellent heroes, desirous of doing 
good to your son and of keeping their repu- 
tation unsullied, followed Drona’s track. 


4. Dacing that fierce encounter, they 
dauntles-ly followed their commander, 
achieving numerous feats of valour, with wea- 
poas upraised and with Yudhisthira within 
accessible distance, 

5. Availing themselves of an error of 
the heroic Bhimasena, of Satyaki of immea- 
surable prowess and of the mighty Dhrista- 
dyumna, the Kuru leaders fell upon the Pan- 
dava divisions, 


` 
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6. The fierce Panchalas urged on their 
troops saying “ There is Drona, there is Dro- 
na,” whilst your sons urged on the Kurus, 
saying, ‘Let not Drona be slain’. 


7. Then onesidesaying "Fall upon Drona: 
fall upon Drona,” and the other side saying, 
“Let not Drona be stain,” a game of dice: 
seemed to be played between the Kurus and 
the Pandavas, in which Drona was the 
stake, i 


8, Dhristadyumna, the Panchala prince, 
proceeded to those spots wheresoever Drona 
sought to assail the car divisions of the 
Panchalas. 


9. Thus during that sanguinary engage- 
ment in which no rule for selection of anta- 
gonists was followed, heroes encountered 
heroes, uttering aloud their respective war- 
cries. 


10. The Pandavas then became incap- 
able of being shaken by their enemies, 
whilst they themselves, keeping alive the 
memory of all the wrongs they had to suffer, 
made the ranks of their foes tremble with 
fear before them. 


11. Then in that fierce fight, the natural- 


| ly modest Pandava warriors, under the influ- 


ence of animosity and urged on by their 
energy, rushed to battle reckless of their lives 
and desirous of slaying Drona. 


12. When those heroes of immeasurable 
energy played in that battle, as if ina game 
of dice, staking their very lives, there 
seemed to be a collision of iron against ada- 
mant, 


13. Even the oldest men could not re- 
collect, O monarch, of having seen or heard 
of such a battle before. 


14. In that battle distinguished by the 
slaughter of heroes, the earth seemed to 
tremble, being oppressed with the burden of 


the living oceans that rushed against one 
anoanother. 


15. The fierce yells uttered by your 
troops, tossed and agitated as they had 
been, filling the very heavens, seemed to 
penetrate even to the heart of the army of 
the Ajatasatru Yudhisthira, 


16. Meanwhile the Pandava hosts’ 
having reached by thousands Drona who! 
had been coursing through the field of battle 


became shattered and broken with the sharp 
shafts of the latter, 


17. When those troops were thus being 
crushed by Drona of marvellous achieve- 
ments, the generalissimo of the Pandava 
hosts himself. encountered Diona. 


18. Then we beheld the marvellous 


„fight between Drona and the Panchala | 
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panes and my firm conviction is that that 
attle has no parallel, 


19. Then like fire burning down houses, 
Nila resembling a veritable fire, of which the 
arrows were the scintillations, the bow the 
flames, began to consume the Kuru army. 


20. Thereat seeing Nila comsume the 
troops, the highly puissant son of Drona, 
who had long been desirous of fighting with 
the former, smilingly addressed these smooth 
words to him (Nila). 


21. “What do you gain, O Nila, by 
consuming with your arrowy flame so many 
of my common soldiers? Fight with me 
single-handed as I am; and waxing wroth, 
de you sirike meas you can.” 

22. Then Nila, possessed of a counten- 
ance beautiful like a full-blown lotus, began 
to pierce with his arrows him whose body 
resembled a cluster of lotuses and whose 
eyes resembled lotus- petals. 

23. Thus pierced deeply by him, Drona’s 
son, with ten whetted and broad-headed 
arrows, cut off the bow, the standard, and 
the umbrella of his adversary. 


24. Then jumping down from his car, 
Nila, armed with an excellent sword and 
buckler, desired to sever from Aswathaman’s 
trunk his head, like a bird (bearing away its 
prey in its clutches). 

25. Thereat, O sinless one, Drona’s son 
with a broad-headed shaft smilingly severed 
from Nila’s trunk his head graced witha 
fine nose and decked with ear-tings, and 
resting on elevated shoulders. 

26. Then Niia, whose countenance re- 
sembled in splendour the full moon, whose 
eyes were like petals of lotuses, whose stature 
was tail, whose complexion was like that of 
the lotus, thus slain, fell down on the 
earth. 

27. After Nila of furious energy had been 
thus slain by the preceptor’s son, | the host of 
the Pandavas, was greatly agitated with 
grief. 

28. Then, O sire, all the mighty car- 
warriors of the Pandava host began to 
think, “How indeed, would the son of Va- 
sava (Arjuna) be able tv save us from our 
foes, 


29. When that heroic and mighty war- 


rior is engaged in the southern part of the 
feld in crushing the enemies’ troops, ana iA 
slaughtering the remnant of the Samsaptata 
and the Narayana troops. 

Thus endas the thirty-first chapter, the 
slaughter of Nila, in the Samsaptaka-Gadna 
of the Drona Parva. 


—— 
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continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Vrikodara could not tolerate that 
slaughter of hisown troops. He therefore, 
wounded Valhika with sixty, and Karna 
with ten shafts. 


2e, Thereupon Drona, desirous of taking 
his life out of him, pierced him in all his 
vital parts, with whetted shafts of exceeding 
sharpness, all coursing in straight lines. 


3- Once more, desirous of giving Bhima 
no respite, Drona stuck twenty-six arrows, 
ail resembling fire in touch and venomous 
serpents in fierceness, on the former. Then 
again Karna pierced him with twelve and 
Aswathaman with seven arrows ; 


4. King Duryodhana also covered him 
with six arrows. The highly puissant 
Bhimasena also pierced them in return ; 


s. He pierced Drona with fifty shafts 
and Karna with ten arrows, and Duryo- 
dhana with twelve and Drona’s son with 
eight swift-coursing arrows. 


6. ‘Then uttering a loud war-cry, he en- 
gaged himself in battle. In that fight in 
which the warriors fought heedless of their 
lives and in which death seemed to be the 
common lot of all, 


7- Ajatasatru (Yudhisthira) urged on 
his troops to the rescue of Bhima. Those 
troops then approached Bhimsena of in- 
finite prowess. 

8—g. Then, Yuyudhana and others, 
the twin sons of Madri by Pandu, and 
other car-warriors headed by Bhima, 
assembled and united together and wrought 
up with rage, all foremost of men, fell upon 
Drona’s division protected by many fore- 
most archers, desirous of breaking and 
shattering it. 

10. Then that foremost of car-warriors 
namely Drona, received unflinchingly those 
highly puissant heroic car-warriors, all 
masters in the art of fighting. 

11. Then your troops, disregarding 
their kingdoms and the fear of deat!, 
encountered those of the Pandavas. Horse 
soldiers slew horse-soidiers, and Car-warrivss 
slew car-warriors. 

12. There were then veritable showers of 
lances and swords; and the battle was fought 
with battle-axes. Dreadful sword-fights pro- 
ducing great carnage were also fought. 


13. The battle was all the more dread- 
ful in consequence of tha tremendous rush 





56 


of elephants against elephants. Some fell 
down from the backs of the elephants, some 
from the backs of the horses, topsy 
turvy. 


14° Others fell down, O sire, from their 
chariots, with hearts torn open with arrows. 


In that terrible crush as men fell down 
deprived of their armours, 

15. Elephants crushed their heads 
having attacked them on the breast. Else- 


where niight be seen elephants crushing 
other excellent prostrate warriors. 


16. Many elephants (as they fell down) 
striking the earth with their tusks, were 
seen to mangle therewith large bodies of 
Car-warriors. With darts sticking to their 
trunks, many other 


17—18. Elephants careered through the 
field crushing men by hundreds. Some 
elephants again pressed and squeezed many 
fallen men, steeds, car-warriors and ele- 
phants, a'l furnished with iron armours, as 
if they we > merely thick stalk of reeds. On 
beds of arrows furnished with vulterine 
feathers, many rulers of men, 


19. Endued with modesty, laid them- 
selves down with pain, their hour having 
come. In that battle father rushing on his 
car, slew his own son; 


_ 20. Son also, out of confusion and dis- 
regardful of anything; fell upon his own 
father. Axels of cars were shattered, stand- 
ards were torn to pieces, umbrellas were 
-felled to the earth; : 


21. Dragging halves of broken yokes, 
horses began to ran away. Arms with 
swords in their grasps fell, as also heads 
graced with ear-rings. 


22. Chariots, dashed against the earth 
by powerful elephants, became splintered 
into pieces. Wounded severely by elephants, 
steeds fell down with their riders, 


23. Then there raged a fierce and dread- 
ful fight in which nobody payed any 
regard to others. ‘‘ Alas! Oh father! Oh 
son! Where are you, O friend! stay! 
Whiere do you run to! 


24. Smite! Catch! Slay!” These and 
many other exclamations, mingled with loud 
laughters, roars, and war-cries, were utter- 
ed and heard there. 


25. The blood of men and steeds and 
p elephants mingled together, flowed in one 
current, and caused the Earth’s dust to 
disappear, and inspired terror into the 
hearts of the cowards. 

26. In that fight one hero having his 
car-wheel entangled with that of another 
Be d being too near to use any other wea- 
pon, smashed the other's head with a mace, 
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27. In that battle where there was no 
chance of safety, heroes, desirous of each 
other’s safety, dragged one another by the 
head and fought with one another with 
blows, teeth and nails. 


28. Upraised arms, with swords in 
grasp, of some heroes, were severed ; the 
arms of others with bows or hook or arrows 
in grasp, were also lopped off. 


29. Here one warrior loudly challenged 
another ; there, another turned away his face 
from the field. Another lopped off from 
the trunk the head of another who happened 
to encounter him. 


go. Some rushed to fight uttering fierce 
yells. Some became inspired with terror at 
the sound. Some slew with his sharp arrows 
a friend or a foe. 


31. Here an elephant huge like the 
summit of a hill, slain by a lance, lay on the 
field, like a flat island in a river duiing the 
summer season. 


32. There like a mountain with rellets 
flowing down its breasts, stood an elephant 
exuding the temporal juice, having crush- 
ed with its huge legs a car-warrior together 
with his steeds and charioteer. 


33- Many weak-hearted cowards were 
overwhelmed with swoons at the sight of 
heroes accomplished in the use of weapons 
fighting with one another, literally bathed 
in blood. 


34. Everything rolled in confusion and 
nothing could be distinguished. Soldiers 
enveloped in dust fought on regardless of 
one another. 


35. Then the generalissimo of the Pan- 
dava troops saying ‘Ihis is the oppor- 
tune moment” quickly led the Pandavas 
ever endowed with activity, to the battle. 


36. At his command the mighty- 
armed Pandavas, like a flock of swans 
descending on the breast of a lake, came 
down upon Drona’s car, spreading slaught- 
er as they proceeded. 


_ 37- Then near the chariot of the 
invincible Drora, loud ories of “Seize,” “Do 
not fiy,” “Be not afraid” “Cut to pieces” 
were heard. 


38. „Thereupon Drona, Kripa, Karna, 
Drona’s son, king Jayadratha, the two 
Princes from Avanti, vis., Vindaand Anu- 


vinda, and Salya, checked that assault (of 
the Pandava troops). 


39. Those irresistible and invincible 
warriors, the Panchalas and the Pandavas, 
all inflamed with righteous indignaticn, 


did not avoid Drona, though afflicted with 
showers of arrows, 


| 
| 
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do. Thereat Drona, excited to the 
highest pitch of fury, spread a great carnage 
Among the ranks of the Chedis, the Pancha- 
las, and the Pandavas, by means of NCEE 
which he discharged by hundreds, : 


4t. Then, O sire, the twang of his bow 
and the slap of his palms were heard in all 
the points of compass,resembling the rumble 
of thunder, and inspiring terror into the 
hearts of many a man. 


42, At this juncture, the ever-vittorious 


Arjuna, having vanquished the numerous | 


host of the Samsaptakas, came to the spot 
where Drona had been crushing the Panda- 
va ranks. 


43. Then Phalguna showed himself in 


that part of the field, after having vanquish- | 


ed and slain the Sumsaptakas and crossed 





many a lake whose waters were constituted | 


by yore and whose mighty eddies were con- 
stituted by the numerous shatts. 

44. Then we beheld the standard, bear- 
ing the emblem of the ape, of that one of il- 
lustrious renown and equal to the sun 
in effulgence, shine on that part of the 
field. ; 
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saying at the same time, “Be not afraid, © 
warriors." 


52. Then that foremost of the Bharata 
combatants, that delighter of all the Bharaty 
heroes, viz., Karna, that foremost of all con- 
versant with the use of weapons, invoked 
into existence the Aguzeya weapon. 


53: Dhananjaya however with the net- 
work of arrows woven by himself, repulsed 
the arrowy downpour of that hefo (Karnaj 
of bright shafts and effulgent bow. ý 


54. Similarly the son of Adhiratha re: 
pulsed the arrows of Arjuna of blazing en- 
ergy. Thereafter the former repulsing the 
weapons of the latter with his own weapons 
and discharging myriads of shaits, uttered 
loud roars. 


3. Meanwhile Dhristadyumna, Bhima; 


uw 


| and Satyaki, these mighty car-warriots,hav~ 


45. Having dried up the Samsaptdka | 


ocean with his weapons that constituted his 


rays, that son of Pandu then looking like the | 


sun during the Dissolution period at the end 
of a Yuga, began to scorch the Kourava 
ranks. 


46. Like the comet risen at the end of « 
Yuga burning every creature, Arjuna then 
began to blast with the power ot his wea- 
pons the Kuru hosts. 


47. ‘Pierced by him with thousands of 
shafts, elephant-riders, horse-soldiers and 
car-warriors, fell down on the earth, with 
hair dishevelled and bodies mangled with 
arrow-wounds. 


48. Some uttered distressful cries, some 
emitted loud roars ; others again struck by 
the shafts of Pritha’s son, fell down deprived 
of life. 


49. Remembering the duties of a war- 
rior, Arjuna then desisted trom slaying 
those among the hostile warriors 
falling or fallen or those who turned away 
from the field of battle. 


50. The Kuru warriors then, deprived of 
their cars, and filled with wonder, and with 
their faces turned away from the field of 
battle, began to utter crics of “Oh”! and 
“Alas” and called upon Karna saying "O 
Karna, © Karna.” 

51. The son of Adhiratha then learing 


those distressful cries of those who de- 
served his „help, proceeded to face Arjuna, 


| Satrunjaya 


who were | 


ing approached Karna, pierced him each 
with three straight-flying arrows. 


56. Thereupon Radha’s son, having at 
first resisted Arjuna’s weapons by his ar- 
rowy showers, cut off the bow of those three 
warriors with three darts. 

57. Then with their bows severed, those 
warriors appeared like serpents without’ 
venom. Then from their respective cars, 
hurling lances at the foe, they uttered loud 
war-cries. 

3. ‘Then those mighty and blazing lan- 
ces hurled with fury by the arms of those 
heroes, coursed swiftly towards Adhira- 
tha's son, looking like so many (flying) 
snakes. 

59. Severing each of those lances with 
three swift-coursing arrows and speeding at 
the same time myriads ot shafts at Arjuna 
the highly puissant Karna uttered a loud 
roar. f 

60. Then Arjuna also piercing Radha's 
son with seven swilt-flying arrows, slew the’ 
younger brothers of Karna with three shafts 
of great sharpness. 

6t. ‘Thereafter Pritha’s sen having slain 
also with six straight-going ar- 
rows, specaily Seprived Vitapa of his head 
with lances, as the latter stood on his cha- 
riot. 

62. Thus those three uterine brothers of 
Suta’s son were slain by the single-handed 
diadem-decked Arjuna even before the very 
eyes of all the Dhartarastras. 

63. Then like a second son of Vinata, 
Bhima jumping down from his chariot, slew, 
with his sword of excellent make five and 
ten warriors of Karna’s party, 

64. Then once more ascending his cat 





‘and taking up a bow he pierced Karna 
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fwe shafts. 


65. Dhrishtadyumna also grasping an 
excellent sword and an effulgent buckler, | 
slew Chandravaroran and Vribatkshatra the | 
rulor of the Nishadhas. 


65. ‘Thereafter mounting on his chariot 
and taking up a bow, the prince of the Pan- | 
catas pierced Karna with seventy-tliree | 
shafts uttering loud shouts aH the while. 


67. ‘Fhe grandson of Sini, of splendour | 
equal to that of Indra himself, also grasping 
afresh bow pierced the son of Suta with 
sixty-four arrows and-uttereda roar lize that | 
af. a Kom.. 


68. ‘Fher with two well-directed broad- 
waded shafts he burst open [aria’s bow ; j 
and once more he pierced Karna on the 
arms and breast with three’ shafts. 


69. Fhereupon king Duryodhana, Drona, 
and Jayadradri, with a combined effort, 
rescued Radha's son wno had been sinking 
jn the ocean of Satyaki: 

7o. Therlumdveds of foot-soldiers, horse- 
men, elephant-riders and car-warriors, all 
accompiished in smiting, ruslred to the res- 


cue of Karna, inspiring: terror into the hearts 
of the enemy. 


71. Daristadyumna, Bhima, Subhadra’s 
soam Arjuna and Nakula and-Sahadeva, 
all then protected Satyaki in that conflict. 

72. Thus for the destruction of all the’ 


bowmen, raged the awful battle between 
your warriors and those of the enemy, in : 


witht tem and: his: horses and charioteer with | 











wirich- everybody fought recaless. of his-| 
life. 
73. Foot-soldiers, car-warriors, elephant- 


riders and horse-men- were engaged with 
elephant-riders horse-men, car-warriors and: 
foot-suldiers ; car-warriors fought with ele- 
phants, infantry and cavalry; and cars and 
and infantry were engaged: with cars and 
ejepiants, 


74. Horses were seen engaged! with: 
horses, elephants with elephants, car- 
warriors with car-warriors and.foot-soldievs 
with foot-soldiers: 


75- Thus raged between those hizh- 
souled and fearless warriors, the fierce fight 
marked by carnage, enhancing the delight 
of th: fl:sh«eating animals and adding to 
tre population of Death’s domain. 


75. In that battle many were the car-- 
wiriors, elephant-rilers and foot-soldiers 
and horse-men that were slain. Elephants 
‘were crushed by their rivals. Car-warriars 
wits weapons held over head, were slain b 
cat-wirriors and horse-men by horse-min 
anJ large bodies of infantry by infantry, 
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77. Elephants were slain by car-Warriors, 
steeds were crushed by excellent elephants; 
men were killed by horses, and horses 
again by excellent car-wartiors. With their 
eyes, tongues, and teeth protruding out, 
and with their armours and ornaments 
shattered, many a creature lay on the earth 
deprived of the vital spark. 


78. thers, again, of dreadful aspect” 
being slain by others armed with various 
and excellent weapons, fell down on the 
earth; they then were pressed inside the 
earth being trod upon by elephants and 
steeds, and being crushed and mangled: by 
sharp edges of car-wheels. 

79- When that dreadful destruction of 
beings went on enhancing the joys of beasts 
and birds of prey and cannibals, mighty 
heroes, inflamed with wrath, coursed over 
the Fuld: of batile’smiting one another with 
impctuosity. 

80. When the ranks of both the armies 
were greatly thinned, the combatants, 
with bodies bespattered with blood, looxed' 
at one another. Atthat moment, O Bha- 
rata, the orb of the day disappearing below 
the horizon, the two armies slowly returned 
to their respective encampments. 


Thus ends the thirty-second chapter, the 
terrible carnage, in the Samsaptaka-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


se 


CHAPTER XXXIII 


(ABHIMANYU-BADH.A PARVA.}! 


Sanjaya said :— 

t, Ourselves being at first broken and 
routed by Arjuna of immeasurable prowess, 
and also the vow of Drona being unfulfilled: 
in consequence of Yudhisthira being well 
guarded, 

2: All yout warriors, with their armours 
shattered, were then regarded as vangnish- 
ed. Sviled with dust and sorely pierced” 
with anxiety, they beyan to loog askance 
avall the ten quarters of heaven. 


3- Withdrawing from the field with the 
consent of Bharadwaja’s son, alter being. 
vanquished by their adversaries of uneriing 
aim, and humiliated by them in the conflict, 

4. They heard, as they retired, the in- 
fmite virtues of Phalsuna. extolled by all: 
beings, as aiso of the friendship of Keshava 
for Arjuna spuken of by all. 

5--6. Then they “passed the night like 
doomed men, in silence and in anxious 
contemplation. At tle break oi day, king 
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Duryodhana depressed at the aggrandise- 
ment of the enemy, inflamed with rage 
addressed these words, before all those 
warriors to Drona, out of affection and 
affectionate angers, “O you learned in the 
art of speaking, 

7. Indubitably, O foremost of the 
twice-born ones, you have taken us to be 
men doomed to be slaughtered for your 
sake, in as much as, to-day getting Yudhis- 
thira near you, you did not seize him. 


8. The enemy whom you would seize | 


in battle could not escape you if once you 
get him within sight, even if he be protect- 
ed by the immortals themselves. 


a boon; but now you seem unwilling to 
werify your words. Noble men do never 
falsify the hopes of those who are devoted 
to them,” 


to. Thus spoken te, Bharadwaja’s son 
felt greatly ashamed ; then he thus addressed 
the king in reply :— It behoves you not to 
entertain such an uncharitable opinion re- 
garding myself, who am ever striving to 
‘bring about your good. 








tt. All this universe, with ali the celes- 
tials, Asuras, the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, 
the reptiles and the Rakshasas, is not com- 
petent enough to conquer that army (of the 
Pandavas) when it is protected by the 
diadem-decked Arjuna. 


12. Except that of the three-eyed Maha- 
deva, whose might can avail anything 
against that army which number among 
it Govinda the world’s creator, and have 
Arjuna for its generalissimo ? 


13. But this, O sire, I tell you truly, and 
this will never be false, that to-day I shall 
slay a mighty hero, the foremost among the 
many car-warriors of the enemy. 


t4- I will also form an array that will be 
invulnerable even to the celestials them- 
selves. Do you, by some means or other, 
take Arjuna away from the field. 

t5. There is nothing unknown to him, 
sathing incapable of being achieved by him 

attle,—he who have acquired all know- 
“4 ” 
ledge of warfare from different quarters. 

16. After Drona had spoken in the 
above manner, the host of the Samsapfakas, 
once more challenging Arjuna led him to 
the Southern part of the field. 

17- Then there took place a battle be- 
tween Arjuna and his opponents, the like of 
which had never been seen or heard of 
before. 

18. Then the array formed by Drona 


ishoneresplendent, O king, and it appeared 
neapable of being locked at, like the mid- 


| 





day sun shining in the meridian and 
scorching the world underneath. 


19. Then, O Bharata, at the command 
of his father's eldest brother, Abhimanyu 
penetrated, in that battle, into that impeni- 


trable array (of the Kurus) figuring the 
discus, 


20. Having achieved many difficult feats 
and having slain thousands of warriors, 
Subhadra’s son encountered six warriors 
simultaneously, At iast succumbing te 
Dusasana’s son, 


21. O ruler of earth, O aMicter of your 
foes, he gave his life up in battle. At Ure 


à | death of Abhimanyu we were enraptured 
9. Pleased with me, you accorded me, | 


and the Pandavas were depressed’ with 
grief. After Subhadra’s son had been slain, 
the troops wére withdrawn by us. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


22. Hearing of the death of the youthfu 
son of that foremost of men (Arjuna), my 
heart, O Sanjaya, seems to be split up into 
pieces. 


23. Heartless, indeed, are the duties of 


, the Kshatriyas as specified by the law-givers, 


in as much as these duties even enjoin a 
hero, desirous of sovereignty, to shoot wea- 
pons at a mere child. 


24. Describe unto me, O Gavalgaña's 
son, how did so many warriors accomplish- 


"ed in the use of weapons, slay that veritable 


child, brought up in luxury, and careering 
(then) dauntlessly in the feld ? 

25. Tell me, O Sanjaya, how in battle 
did the dauntless son of Subhadra, endued 
with immeasurable might sport, having 
penetrated into our car-division. 


| Sanjaya said :— 


26. That which you ask me to describe, 
O foremost of kings, vig., the slaughter of 
Subhadra’s son, I shall describe in detail, 
Hear, O king, attentively. 


27. Ishall tell you, how that hero played 


‘amidst us, having penetrated into our 


ranks; as also how, many irresistible heroes 
inspired with hopes of victory were afflicted 
by him. 


28. Like the denizens of a wood abound - 
ing in numerous copses, creepers and trees, 
when encompassed by a terrible forest- 
conflagration, the combatants of your host 
were then all seized with panic. 

Thus ends the thirty-third chapter, the 
consultation for forming the circular array, 
in the Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona 


Parva- 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 


(ABHIMANY U-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. The five Pandava brothers, all of 
fierce deeds in battle, and all incapable of 
being overcome by fatigue as is apparent 
fromm their achievements, when aided by 
Krishna, could not be vanquished even by 
the celestials. 


2. In righteousness, in deeds, in lineage, 
in intelligence, in renown, in fame and in 
prosperity—in all these virtues, there neither 
was nor is, nor will be, a person equal to 
Yudhisthira. 


n 


King Yudhisthira is constantly in the 
enjoyment of heavenly bliss, in conse- 
quence of his devotion to truth, righteous- 
ness, control of passions, worship of the 


Vipras and such other qualities. 


4. The Destroyer at the end of a Yuga, 
the highly puissant son of Jamadagni, and 


Bhimasena on his car, O king, these three | 


are held to be equal (in prowess). 
5. Of the wielder of Gandiva ever com- 


petent to fulfl his vows in battle, of that } 


son of Pritha, I da see no equal on the 
face of the earth. 


6. Devotion to the elders, secrecy of 
counsels, modesty, self-control, beauty of 
person and heroism, these six virtues are 
ever present in Nakula. 


7. In knowledge of the Srvtis, in gravity, 
in humility, in righteousness, in personal 
beauty and in prowess, the heroic Sahadeva 


equals the two immortals vis, the twin | 


Aswinis. 


8. All those illustrious qualities that are 
present mostly in Krishna and in the 


Pandavas, all those qualities were to be | 


seen combined in Abhimanyu, 


9g. Abhimanyu was equal to Yudhisthira 
in patience, to Krishna in conduct, to Bhima 
of terrible deeds in’his achievements. 

10. He was equal to Dhananjaya in 
beauty of person, prowess, and scriptural 


knowledge; and to Nakula and Sahadeva 
in humility. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


a1. O Suta, I desire to hear in detail 
how the invincible son of Subhadra, vis., 
Abhimanyu: was slain in battle- 


Sanjaya said :— 
12. Be patient, O mighty monarch. 
Bear your unbearable burden of grief. I 


x. 
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shall speak of the dreadful carnage of your 
relations. Now hear me attentively. 


13. The circular . array, O monarch, 
was then formed by the preceptor, in which 
were duly stationed kings, each equal to 
Indra himself. 


14. At the head of the array (entrance) 
were stationed all the princes of 
effulgence of the sun, Then there 
a veritable assembly of princes. 


1s. All of them swore to help one 
another, all owned standards decked with 
gold ; all wore red raiments and all were 
decorated with crimson ornaments. 


16. All of them possessed crimson flags» 
all had golden garlands; all were smeared 
with sandal-paste and other perfumed 
unguents, and all of them wore floral 
garlands and fine attires. 


17. Ina serried file, they rushed against 
Krishna’s nephew, desirous of fighting with 
him. All of them, firm bowmen, tlen 
numbered no less than ten thousan] strong 
in all. 


the 
was 





| 18. Placing at their head your hand- 
some grandson Lakshmana, they proceeded 

| to battle, resolved to share one another's 

| grief, emulating oné another in deeds of 

| valor, z 

| 

i 


19. Striving to outvie one anothers 
| and intent on one another’s good. O fore- 
| most of kings, Duryodhana was stationed in 
| the very centre of your troops. 


Í 

| 20. The king then was surrounded by 
| such mighty warriors as Karna, Dussasana, 
| and Kripa. With a white umbrella held 
į over his head, he appeared beautiful like 
į the king of the celestials. 


21. Fanned by the moving yak-tails, he 
| appeared like the sun himself. In the very 
| van of those troops was stationed Drona 
| the generalissimo of the Kuru hosts. 


22. There also was stationed the hand; 
some ruler of the Sindhus, immovable like 


the mount Meru itself. By the side of 
the ruler of the Sindhus, headed 
Aswathaman, 


23. Stood, O mighty monarch, your 
thirty sons, all resembling the celestial» 
themselves. That gamester, the ruler of 
the Gandharas, Salya and Bhurisravas, 


24. These mighty car-warriors shone 
in the flank of the king of the Sindhus. 
-Then raged a combat between your troops 
and those of the enemy,—combat, that was 
‘ fierce in the extreme and horripilating and 


in which the warriors regarded Death to be 
their goal, 
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Thus ends the thirty-fourth chapter, 
the construction of the circular array, 
in the Abhimanyu-bacha of the Drona 
Parva, 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. The Parthas then led by Bhimasena 
marched against that invincible 
of your soldiers protected by the son of 
Bharadwaja. 


a Then Satyaki, Chekitana, Prishata’s 
son Din istadyunina,the powerful Kuntivoja, 
the mighty car-warrior Drupada, 


3- The son of Arjuna, Kshatradharman, 


array ; 


the puissant Vrihat-kshattra, the ruler of ! 


the Chedis, Dhristaketu, the two sons of 
Madri, Gototkacha, 


4. Yudhamanyu of great prowess, the 
unvangujshed Sikhandin, the irrepressible 
Uttamonjas, the mighty car-warrior Virata, 


5. The wrathful sons of Droupadi, the 
valiant son of Sisupala, the highly power- 


ful Kekayas, and the Srinjayas by thou- 


sands, 


6. These and many others followed by | 


their respective clansmen, all accomplished 
in the use of weapons, and invincible in 
battle, rushed with impetuosity at the son 
of Bharadwaja, out of a desire for battling 
with him. 

7. The highly puissant son of Bhara- 
dwaja getting the warriors within reach 
dauntlessly checked them with a mighty 
downpour of arrows. 


8. Like a mighty wave of waters check- | 


ed by an immovable hill or like the swelling 
ocean checked by the banks, those warriors 
of the Pandava army were dashed back 


-hy Drona. 


Afflicted, Q king, with the “shafts shot 
1 Drona’s bow, the Pandavas could not 
stand in front of Bharadwaja’s son. 


ro. Then we beheld the wonderful 


strength of Dtona’s arms, in as much as, į 


the Panchalas aided by the Srinjayas was 
not able to assail him. 

11. Beholding then the infuriate Drona 
rush towards himself, king Yudhisthira 
reflected upon the diverse measures for 
resisting the former. 


12. At last regarding Drona to be in- 
capable of being checked by any one else, 
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Yudhisthira placed that unbearable 
heavy barden on the son of Subhadra. 


13. Then addressing that slayer of 
hostile heroes, na nely, Abhimanyu, who was 
in no way inferior to the son of Vasudeva 
and was supperor to Arjuna himself in 
infiniteness of prowess, king Yudhisthira 
said these words :— 


14. “O son, do you so act, that coming 
back, Arjuna may not have reason to re- 
proach us. The means for breaking the 
circular array, is not known to any one of 
us. 


15. O mighty-armed one, either you 
or Arjuna, or Krishna, or Pradyumna, can 
penetrate into the circular array. l do not 
find a fifth inan to do it. 


16. It behoves you, so, O son, O 
Abhimanyu, to accord the boon that vour 
sires, your uncles, and all these soldiers 
beg of yeu. 

17. Quickly taking up your arms, smite 
down this array of Drona so that returning 
from the fight with the Sampaptakas 
Dhananaya may not blame us.” 


Abhimanyu said :— 

18. Desiting victory to my sires, I will, 
without delay, penetrate into the middle of 
Drona’s firm and fierce and excellent array 
of troops in this battle. 


19. My father has taught me the way to 
penetrate this kind of array. But I do not 
know how to come out of the array, if per 
chance some danger overtake me there. 


Yudhisthira said :— 


20. Pierce, O foremost of warriars, this 
array, and create an opening for us to 
penetrate into it. Pursuing the very track 
you shall create, we will follow you. 


21. Seeing you penetrate the hostil 
ranks, we will follow you, O sire, who are 
equal to Dhananjaya himself in batte, 
protecting you from all sides. 


Bhima said :— 

2. l will follow you, so also will Dhris- 
tadyumna and Satyaki and the Panchalas, 
the Kekayas, the Matsyas, and the Prabha- 
drakas. z 


23. When the array will once be pene- 
trated into by you, we will again and again 
destroy it, slaying foremost of the enemie’s 
warriors. 


Abhimanyu said :— 

24. Iwill break through this invinçible` 
array of Drona, like an insect under tha 
influence of anger entering into the fames. 
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os. l will this day achieve that feat that 
wili redound to the good of both the fami- 
fies (of may father and mother). I will do 
what will please my sire and my maternal 
uncle. 


26. All creatures will see the enemies’ 
host crushed in large bodies by myself, an 
unaided child. 


27. I will not consider myself to be 
begotten by Partha, or born of Subhadra, if 
to-day, encounterring me, anybody escapes 
with his life. 

28. 
cut the whole race of the Kshatriyas into 
eight pieces in battle, { will not regard my- 
self as the begotten son of Arjuna. 


Yudhisthira said :— 


29. May your might, O son of Subhadra, | 


increase even as you speak, in asmuch as you 
venture to break through this impenetrabie 
array of Drona, 


30. Bring protected by these foremost 
strength, all resembling the Sadhyas, or the 
Rudras or the Marutas, all who equal the 
Vasus, the fires, and the Adityas in prowess. 


Sanjaya said :— 

31. Hearing those words of Yudhisthira, 
Abhimanyu commanded his charioteer say- 
ing :—Quickly urge, O Sumitra, the steeds 
towards Drona’s divisions.” 

Thus ends the thirty-fifth chapter, the 
determination of Abhimanyu, in the Abhi- 
manyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)-- 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Theson of Subnadra, having heard 
the words of the intelligent king Yudhisthira 
commanded his charioteer to drive his 
chariot against the army of Drona. 


2. Thus commanded by him with the 
words—Proceed, Proceed—the charioteer, (0) 
king, then replied to Abhimanyu saying ;— 


3. “Heavy is the burden, O long-lived 
one, that has to-day been placed on you by 
the Pandavas. Ascertaining by your judg- 
ment as to whether you have the strength to 
bear it or not, you should engage in the 
fight. 


labours, has acquired the °xcel 





If to-day, on a single car I cannot ! 


4. The preceptor Drona, by continued | horse-men,car-warriors and foot-soldiers, al 
ileut weapons, | delighted, surrounded that mighty hero who 
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and he is an adeptin the art of warfare, 
You, on the other hand, have been brought 
up in all luxury and are unaccustomed to the 
toils and severities of fight.” 

5. Vhereupon Abhimanyu, with a smile, 
replied to his charioteer saying :—' O 
charioteer, who is indeed this Drona? What 
avails all this vast host of the Kshatriyas ? 


6. I would engage even with Indra on 
the back of his elephant Airavata, and 
attended by the complete host of the immor- 
tals. I do not care anything for all this 
KXshatriyas to-day. 


= 


7. This host of the enemy is not com- 
petent to fight even with the sixteenth part 
of myself. Getting, O son of a driver, my 
uncle, the world-conquering Vishnu, 


8. Or my father, for my antagonist in 
battle, I will not this day be overcome with 
terror., Thereafter Abhimanyu setting at 
naught those words of his charioteer, 


9—10. Commanded him saying :—“Quick- 


| ly drive towards the division of Drona." 
of men, all fierce bowmen possessed of great 


Then the charioteer with a heart scarcely 
cheerful, urged on his steeds, three years 
of age and decked with caparisons of gold.’ 
‘Then urged on towards the army of Drona 
by Sumitra, those steeds, 


11. Endued with great ftleetness and. 
prowess, rushed, O king, against Drona 
himself. Beholding Abhimanyu thus ad- 
vance, all the warriors, headed by Drona, 
of the Kourava host, advanced to meet him 
who was onthe other hand followed by the 
Pandavas. 


12. Then like a young lion falling upon 
a herd of elephants, the son of Arjuna equal 
to Arjuna in prowess, owning an excellent 
standard bearing the device of a Karanrkara 
tree, clad in fine coats of mail, fearlessly 
rushed against Drona, out of a desire for 
battle. 


13. Filled with delight, the warriors of 
Drona’s division began to strike Abhimanyu 
as he strove to break through their ranks. 
Then for a moment only there reigned a 
confusion, that resembled the eddy that ` 
produced there where the Ganges stre. 
flows into the waters of the ocean. 


14. Then as the heroes fought on and 
slew one another, O king, there com- 
menced a pell-mell and awtul fight. 


15. When that awful conflict raged 
fiercely, the son of Arjuna breaking through 
the enemies’ array entered it even before 
the very eyes of Drona himself. 


16. Then large bodies of elephant-riders, 
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penetrating into the enemies’ ranks, had 
already began to suite them down, 


_ 17. With the sound of various musical 
Instrun 





roars, with cries of Sluy, Slay, 

r$. Wih a dreadful and confused din, with 
èxclamativn of Do not go, Stop, Come to me, 
with repeated voices saying, Mere am L, 
Come Xe, 

1g, With rears of elephants, with the 
tmkling of ornaments, with roars of lnughe 
ter, with the clatter of car-wheels and hoise- 
hoofs, filling the carth with all these 
sounds, the Kourava warriors assailed the 
soa of Arjuna, 

20. That hero endowed with great light- 
ness in discharging weapons, and possessed 
of the knowledge of the vital parts of the 
body, swiftly and firmly shooting arrrows 
capable of penetrating into the very 
began to slaughter those advancing war 
ot the enemy. 





21. Though thus slaughtered by diverse’ 


shafts of exceeding sharpness, and rendered’ 
quite helpless, yet they, in that battle, fell 
upon Abhimanyu like flights of insects fall- 
ing upon fire. 

22. Then with their bodies and their 
severed linybs, Abhimanyu covered the earth 
like a priest covertirg the altar with Kusa- 
grass during a sacrifice. 


23—26. ‘hen Arjuna's son quickly lop- 
ped off by thousands the arms ot your war- 
riors; some of these arms were protected 
with gloves made of iguana skin, some held 
bows and shafts; some grasped swords, or 
lrucklers or iron hooks and reins, some held 


Nts, with shouts and slappings of | 
arm-pits and war-crics, with yells, feonine | 
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which the nether lips were bit in anger >; 
heads that appeared Hike lotuses severed 


‘from their stems owing to ther being decked 








lances and axes; some clutched maces or | 


iron ball or spears. Some had in their grasps 
scimitars or crows or battle-axes ; some held 


i fixed, amd treir hve 


short darts, ur shafts or Xamparas ; some | 


held goads and huge conch-shells, some 
wielded piked lances and KWachgrahas, 


‘some had mallets or other kinds of missiles ; | armours and other leathern fences were cut 


some bad nooses, some heavy clubs, and | 


briex-bats. Il of these arms 





gnir were | 


ornamented with bracelecs and bangles and , 
smeared with fragrant perfumes and un- | 


guen ts. 


27. Then covered with those effulvent j 
armsall ba:hed in the crimson flaki, the field, + 


O sire, O mighty monarch, appeared as if 
strewn over with five-headed serpents torn 
to pieces by Garuda. 

28--30. ‘Phen Phalguna’s son spread the 
earth with the severed heads of the enemy— 
lieads graced with beautiful noses and count- 
enances and tresses ef hair, and without 


bloches, and adorned with ear-rings; heads | 


from which blood flowed copivusly and in 


with beautiful garlands, and tiaras, and 
turbans, and pearls ard gems, and owing’ 
to their being possessed of the splendour of 
the sun or the moon; heads that laved with 
fragrant perfumes could speak sweet and’ 
salutary words, when the vital spark was 
in them, 


31—33} Then, Ọ Bharata, A'rjuna’s sow 
careered in all directions over the field, 
having shattered with his avrows, cars, 
equipt with all the necessaries of war, and 
looking like the vapoury edifices in the air 
having shafts in front and excellent bamboo 
poles, and looking beautiful with standards 
mounted on thent. “Fhey were all deprived?! 
of their Fanghas, axels, perriferries, and 
Dascnas, wheels, standards, and terraces ; 








į the implements of war in them were aft 


splintered into pieces; the precious clothes 
that covered them w. re all blown away and: 
warriors on those cars, were stain’ by thous 
sands. 


34—35; ‘Then again with arrows of keen 
points and edges he cut down’ the enemy's 
elephants, with their riders, standards 
hooks, banners, quivers, armours, girths, 
neck-rupes, caparisuns, blankets, bells, 
trunks; and «also the foot-soldiers that 


| guarded those elephants from the back. 


36—39. Numerous steeds of the Vanayu” 
the Lilly, the Kamvoja, and the Valhika 
breed with tails, ears, and eyes fixed and 
motionless, endued with great fleetness, 
well-brosen, ridden by accomplished wat 
riors armel with swords and spears, were 
see tu be deprived of the fine ornanrents: 
of their neads as also of their fine tails; they 
were deeply pierced, and lay covering the 
field. Their tongues and their eyes were 
s and entrails were 
diasn eut; their viders had been slain; 
their bells torn, and they enhanced the 
delight of flesh-eating animals, “Their 














open and they lay weliering to the urine 
and excreta they themselves had discharged. 
Thus sliughtering your steeds and eleph+ 
ants, Abhinnnyu appeared lughiy beauti- 
tul. 


40. Achieving, single-handed, these 
most difficult of feats, Hke the incomprehen- 
sible Vishnu in the days of old, ALhinianye 
crushed yvur army cunsisuing of thiee hinds’ 
uf turces, 


41. Even like the three-eyed Deity of 
infinite prowess crushing the Asura host, 
In that battle, tie son of Arjuna having 
achieved feats incapable of being achieveo 
by the enemy, 
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42—43. Began to break through your j 
infantry divisions on all sides. ‘Thus then | 
beholding the army mangled with sharp ar- | 
rows of the single-handed son of Subhadra | 
like the army of the Asuras mangled by 
Skanda, your sons looked vacantly at all the 
ten points of the compass. 


44. Their mouths became parched up; 
their eyes rolled; their persons were covered 
with drops of perspiration. Desp mding to 
conquer their antagonist, they exerted them- 
selves in flying away from the field. 


45. Desirous of saving their lives, they 
called out one another by their appellation 
and family-names. Forsaking on the field 
their wounded fathers, sons, brothers, friends 
and relations, they strove to fly away from 
the field urging the horses and elephants 
that carried them to the top 
speed, 


of their į 
Thus end the thirty-sixth chapter, the | 

display of Abhimanyu's prowess, in the 

Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XXXVII. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARWVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then beholding his army routed by 
Subhadra’s son of immeasurable energy, 
king Duryodhana worked up to the highest 


pitch of fury, himself proceeded against the 
tormer. 


2. ‘Then seeing the king turn back upon 
Subhadra’s son in battle, Drona addressed 
the warriors saying “Save the king. 

3. The highly puissant Abhimanyu is 
slaying even belore our very eyes, every one 
he is aiming at. Assail him, and be 





| indeed 





not afraid; and rescue the king ot the 
Kurus.” 


4. Thereupon grateful, mighty and 
friendly warriors, ever attended with victory 
though inspired with fears, yet surround- 
ed your heroic son in order to rescue 
him. 


5. Drona and Drona's son, Kripa, Kar- į 
na, Kritavarman, and Suvala’sson, Vrihad- 
vala, the ruler of the Madras, Bhuri, Bnuri- 
sravas, and Sala, 


6. Pourava and Vrishasena, all shooting 


sharp arrows, covered Subhadra’s son with 
thick downpour of arrows. 


7. Then thus confounding the latter, 
they rescued Duryodhana. But Arjuna’s 
son did not tolerate this snatching away of 
the monarch from his very mouth. 
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8. Compelling those mighty car-warriors 
with their horses and charioteer to turn their 
faces away from the field of battle, by means 
of his arrowy downpour, the son of Subha- 


| dra sent up a loud war-cry. 


ọ. Hearing that war-cry of his, re- 
sembling the roar of a lion desirous of prey, 


the warriors of your army headed by 
Drona and inflamed .with rage, did not 
brook it. 

10. Completely surrounding Abhi- 


manyu with their host of cars, your warriors 
O sire, began to shoot at him myriads of ar- 
rows of diverse description all failing in 
thick showers, 

rt. Dut your grandson, with his own 
sharp arrows severed all these shafts even 
when the latter were coursing through the 
sky; in return also he pierced your warriors į 
that feat then appeared won- 
derful. 


12. Thereupon your warriors, excited 
with wrath in consequence of being wounded 
with shalts of the touch of fire and desirous 
of slaying the unretreating son of Subhadra, 
surrounded him on all sides. 

13. hen, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
with his arrows that served the purpose of 


banks, Arjuna’s son held in check the 
agitated ocean that was then identi- 
fed with the vast number of your 
troops. 


t4. None among those heroes, viz., Abhi- 
manyu on one side and all your war iors on 
the other, who were then fighting with and 
slaying one another, turned away from the 
field of battle. 


15. Thus when that awful and terrible 
combat raged fiercely, Dussaha pierced 
Abhimanyu with nine arrows. 


16. Dussasana pierced him with twelve, 
Kripa the son of Saradwata with three, Dro- 
na with seventeen arrows, all resembling s9 
many snakes of virulent poisor. 


17. Vivinsati pierced him with seventy’ 
Kritavarman with seven, Vrihadvala with 
eight and Ashwathaman with seven ar- 
rows. 


18. Bhurisravas wounded him with three 
arrows, and the king of the Madras with 
six swilt-coursing shafts. Sakuni pierced 
him with a couple of shafts and king Duryo- 
dhana with three. 


19. Abhimanyu, on the other hand, O 
mighty monarch, pierced each of them with 
three Straight-flying arrows, displaying his 
prowess and appearing to dance all the 
while with his bow in hand. 


20. Then Abhimanyu, enraged in con- 
sequence of your sons seeking to terrify him 
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displayed his marvellous might that he had 
acquired through his culture and prac- 
tices. 


21. Then borne by his well-trained steeds 
possessed of the fleetness of Garuda or of the 
wind, and perfectly obedient to the behests 
of him who held their reins, Abhimanyu 
quickly repulsed the heir of Asmaka. 


22. Standing before him, the prosperous 
and mighty son of Asmaka, pierced him 
with ten arrows, saying all the while, stay 
stay. 

23. Then with ten arrows Abhimanyu 
smilingly cut dawn to the earth, his chariot- 
eer, horses, standards, arms, bow, and 
head. 

24. When the heroic ruler of the Asma- 
kas had thus been slain by the son of Subha 
dra, the whole of his army being 
completely agitated, took to flight. 


25. Thereupon Karna, Kripa, Drona, 
Drona’s son, the ruler of the Gandharas, 
Cala, Salya Bhurisravas, Kratha, Soma- 
datta, Vivingsati, 


26. Vrishasena, Susena, Khundadin, 
Pratardonna, Vrindara, Lalitha, Pravahu, 
Dirghalochana, 


27. And king Duryodhana, all excited 
with rage, covered him with a shower of 
arrows. ‘Thus deeply pierced with 
straight-flying arrows by those mighty bow- 
men, Abhimanyu 


28. Sped at Karna an arrow capable of | 


enetrating through his armour and body. 
That swift-flying dart piercing through 
Karna’s armour and body, 


29. Entered, O king, the earth, like a 
snake entering its hole inan ant-hill. Pain 
ed to. the extreme in consequence of that 
deep wound, and over-whelmed with a 
swoon, 

30—31. Karna trembled in battle like a 
hil dating an earth-quake. Then with 
otħer sharp arrows thè valiant Abhimanyu 
inflamed with rage, slew Sushena, Dirgha- 
lochana, and Kundavedhin. Thereafter 
Karna pierced him in return, with twenty- 
five long shafts. 


32. Aswathaman pierced him with twenty, 
and Kritavarman with seven arrows. Then’ 
that enraged grandson of Sakra, with his 
body stuck all over with arrows, 


3. Looked, as he careered through the 
forces, like the Destroyer himself with noose 
in hand. Then he covered Salya who was 
standing near him with a thick shower of 
arrows j. 
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31. And then that mighty-armed ‘hära 
sent up a loud war-cry, that inspired terror 
into your troops. Pierced with straight 
arrows capable of penetrating to the vitals 
shot by Abhimanyu accomplished invall 
weapons, 4 


35- Salya squatted down on the terrace 
of his car, O king, and fainted away. Be- 


; holding him thus deeply pierced by the illus- 
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trious son of Subhadra, 


36. All the troops began to fly away, 
even before the very eyes of the son of 
Bharadwaja. Beholding that mighty-armed 
hero Salya, covered with gold-winged 
shafts, your troops iled like herds of deer 
frightened by the lion. 


37- Then Abhimanyu, extolled by the 
ancestral manes, the celestials, and Chara- 
nas and Siddhas, and also by various kinds 


| of beings inhabiting the earth, with culogies 


about his heroism and bravery in battle, 
appeared blazing like fire fed with clarified 
butter. 


Thus ends the thirty-seventh chapter the 


| display of Abhimanyu’s prowess, in the 


Abhinanyu-badha of the Drona Purva. 


CHAPTER XXNXVIII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PA RVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. What warriors of my army then tried 
to resist the son of Arjuna in battle when. 
he was thus crushing my troops with his 
straight-flying arrows ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Hear, O king, of the wonderful 
acheivements of the prince (Abhimanyu), 
when he was engaged in breaking through 
the car-division protected by Bharadwaja’s 
son himself. 

3. Secing Salya the ruler of the Madras 
worsted in battle by Subhadra’s sun with 
his arrows, his younger brother, inflamed’ 
with wrath proceeded to battle, showering 
shafts in all directions. 


4—6. Thereupon the light-handed son of 
Arjuna, with his arrows, cut off his anta- 
gonist’s head and neck, arms and legs, four 
steeds, umbrella, standard and charioteer; 
his triple bamboo pole fixed to the car, his‘ 
car-terrace, car-wheels, yokes, shafts, 
quivers, car-bottom, his banner, his imple- 
ments of war with which the car was 
furnished an:l also the two persons engaged 
in protecting his car-whecls. No one was 
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then able to discern him (in consequence 
of the swiftness of his movement). Salya’s 
brother then pierced through his ornaments 
and attires, fell down dead. on the ground, 


. 9. Likea mighty mountain-crest broken 
by the overwhelming vehemence of a temp- 
es}. His followers then seized with panic, fled 
in all directions. 


8. Beholding that feat achieved by 
Arjuna’s son, all creatures were filled with 
delight and they applauded him,O Bharata, 
saying, ‘*Well-done’’ ‘‘Well-done,’’ 


g—10. When Salya’s brother had thus 
bzen killed, many of his soldiers, loudly pro- 
claiming their names, places of residence, 
and families, rushed against Arjuna’s son, 
being excited with rage and wielding in 
their arms various kinds of weapons. All 
those warriors was possessed of great 
strength, ; some of them rushed on their 
car, others on steeds, others on elephants 
and some on foot. 


11. With the whizz of their arrows, with 
the loud clatter of their car-wheels, with 
war-cries, with roars, whoops and exclama- 
tions, with leonine roars and cries, 


12. With the twang of their bow-strings, 
and with many other kinds of sound—seek- 
ing to terrify Arjuna’s son, they rushed at 
him saying, “You shall not-escape us to- 
day with your life, even if it cost us our 
own lives.” 


13. Hearing them thus speak, the son of 
Subhadra smilingly pierced those with shafts 
who had smitten him first. 


14. Holding diverse kinds of weapons, 
all beautiful and swift-going, to the gaze of 
the peeple, Arjuna’s heroic son battled with 
them mildly. 


15. Then, in no way less than Krishna 
and Arjuna, Abhimanyu began to display 
all those weapons he had received from 
Vasudeva's son and Arjuna. 


16. Setting at naught the heavy burden 
he bad drawn upon himself, and dismissing 
all fears away, Abhimanyu then scattered 
his arrows (in all directions).. No interval 
could then be noticed between his taking up 
and shooting the shafts. 


17- Only his bow drawn to the fullest 
stretch could then be seen blazing like the 
burning disc of the sun in the autumnal sky. 


18. Then, O Bharata, there were heard 
the twangs of his bow and the slapping of his 

alms, resembling the rumble of rain-clouds 
surcharged with thunder during the rains. 


“49. Bashful, unenvious, handsome and 
devoted to the elders, the son of Subhadra, 
out of respect for lis heroic opponents 
fought on with arrows and other weapons, 
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20. Mildly ; but gradually he grew fierce, 
O king, like the blazing autumnal Sun 
at the end of the rainy seasons. 


21. Then like the lustrous orb shooting 
his rays, he, excited with wrath, shot hun- 


| dreds of diverse kinds of arrows, all whetted 


on stone and furnished with golden wings, 


22. Then with horse-shoe-headed arrows, 
calf-tooth-headed shafts, with Vipatas, with 
long shafts,with srescent-headed arrows and 
with Anjalikas, that illustrious warrior 


23. Began to mangle the car-division 
of your army, even before the eyes of 
Bharadwaja's son. Thereupon the army 
afflicted with his shafts thrned its face away 
from the field of battle. 


Thus ends the thirty-eighth chapter, the 
display of Abhtmanyu’s, prowess in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXIX, 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA )— 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. Upon hearing that Subhadra’s son, 
single-handed as he was, held in bay the 
entire army of my son, my heart,O Sanjaya, 
is simultareously filled with shame and 
delight. 


2. O son of Gavalgani, relate to me in 
detail the fight with prince Abhimanyu, 
that seems to be much like that between 
Skanda and the Asuras. 


Sanjaya said :— 


3. Yes; 1 will tell you all about the dread- 
ful carnage, the dreadful battle that was 
fought between the one and the many. 


4. Then mounted upon his car and 
exerting his best, Abhimanyu began to 
shower shafts -upon your warriors, all sub- 
duers of their foes, mounted on cars and 
exerting to the best of their n.ight. 


5—6. Roving like a circle of fire, he 
then struck his arrows on Drona, Karne, 
Kripa, Salya, Drona’s son, Bhoja, Vrihad 
vala, Duryodhana, Somadatta’s son, the 
valiant Sakuni, and various other kings 
and princes and diverse kind of troops. 


_7- With his excellent weapons slaying 
his foes, the highly puissant son of Subha- 
dra, endued with fierce energy, was then 
seen, O Bharata, on all directions. 


8. Beholding those feats of Subhadra’s 


son of immeasurable prowess, your trcops 
rembled repeatedly, 
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9. Thereupon the highly wise and valiant 
son of Bharadwaja, with his eyes blooming 
Ork in delight, addressing Kripa quickly 
said, 


10. Beholding then Abhimanyu pro- 
ficient in battle he said these words to Kripa, 
O Bharata, thereby seeming to pierce the 
very vitals of your sons. 

Drona said :— 

tt. ‘Yonder advances the youthful son 
of Subhadra at the head of the Parthas, 
imparting delight to all his friends, to 
king Yudhisthira, 


12. To Nakula, to Sahadeva, to Bhima- 
sena the son of Pandu, to his friends, rela- 
tives, kinsmen and te all who are Passive 
and neutral spectators. 

13. Ido not regard any other bowman 
equal to him in fight. If he wills, he can 
annihilate this vast host; but why does he 
not wish it?” 


14. Thereupon hearing the words of 





Drona that betrayed how delighted he was 
Cat Abhimanyu’s feat), your son enraged 
with Abhimanyu, smiled looking at Drona. 


15. Thereafter, king Duryodhana ad- 
dressing Karna, ‘king Valhika, Dussasana, 
the ruler of the’ Madras, and many other 
mighty car-warriors present, said ;— 


16. “The preceptor of all venerable 
Kshatriyas, this one foremost of all those 
conversant with Brahma, does not, out of 
affection, wish to slay the son of Arjuna. 


17. None can escape him in battle, no, not 
even the Destroyer himself, if he comes as 
an antagonist. What then, O friends, shall 
we say of a mortal! I say this forsooth. 


18. He spares the son of Arjuna for he 
is his pupil. Pupils, their sons and grand- 
sons, are ever dear to the righteous 
people. 

19. Thus protected by Drona Abhi- 
manyu is prizing his valor highly. In- 
deed he is a fool proud of himself. Crush 
him without delay.” 


20. Thus spoken to, O king, they rush- 
ed against the son of Subhadra the daugh- 





ter of the Satwata race, all inspired with 


wrath and a desire to slay the latter, 
before the very eyes of Bharadwaja’s 
son. 

21. Then that foremost of the Kurus 


vis. Dussasana, having heard the words of 
Duryodhana, addressed these words to him 
ii reply :— 

22. ‘I tell you, O mighty monarch, I 
will slay this one before the very eyes of 
the sons of Pandu, and at the sight of the 
Panchalas themselves. 
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23. To-day, like the Rahu devouring 
the maker of the day, I will devour the 
son of Subhadra.” Then raismg his voice, 
Dussasana once more spoke to the Kuru 
kings thus :— 


24. “Hearing that the son of Subhadra 
has been slain by me, the two Mrishnas, 
both braggards, will surely go to the regions 
of the departed, leaving this world of 
animate beings. 


25. Then itis evident also, that hearing 
of the death of these latter, the other sons 
of Pandu, with all their allies and friends, 
will give up their lives in the course of a 
single day, out of despair. 

zG. It scems therefore, that this one 
enemy of yours being stain, all the rest of 
them will be destroyed. Wish me well, O 
king, even I will slay this your enemy. 

27. Waving thus spoken, O king, your 
son Dussasana waxing wroth and sending 
up a loud war cry, rushed at Subhadra’s 
son, covering him at the same time witha 
shower of arrows. 


28. Then, O subduer of your foes, be- 
holding your wrathfal son advance furiously 
towards himself, Abhimanyu wounded him 
witht twenty-six arrows of exceeding sharp- 
hess. 

29. Then like ar elephant with its tent- 
ples rent, Dussasana infuriate with rage, 
fought on with Abhimanyu the illustrious 
son of Subhadra. 

30. Then those two heroes well-versed in 
the art of driving cars, fought on describing 
beautiful circles, right and left, with their 
cars. 

31. The combatants the set up a loud 
din, with the souuds of their Pandavas 
Mridangas Dundublits, Krackachas, mighty 
Anakas, Bheris and Fharjharas, mingled 
with their war-cries, such as is produced by 
the great reservoir of saline water. 


Thus ends the thirty-ninth chapter, the 
encounter between Dussasana and Abhi- 
manyu, in the Abhimanyu-badha cf the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XE. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA 


Continued. 


PARVA)— 


Sanjaya Said:— 


1. Then the highly intelligent Abhimanyu 
with his body mangled with arrow-wounds 
smilingly addressing his antagonist Dus- 
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sasana stationed before him, spoke these 
words, 


2. “It is by good luck that to-day I find 
before me that vain warrior of cruel deeds 
and lost righteousness who ever brays 
loudly in his own applause. 


3, In as much as in the midst of the 
assembly of courtiers and at the very 
‘hearing of king Dhritarastra, you pierced 


the very virtuous king Yudhisthira with 
harsh words, 
4. And in as much depending on the 


unfair game at dice and on the skill of 
Sakuni therein, you, intoxicated with joy, 
addressed many wild words to Bhima, 


5—7. In consequence of all these acts 
and in consequence of the wrath of all those 
illustrious heroes, the present fate has over- 
taken you. 
now reap the fatal fruits of your robbery 
of other peoples’ possessions, of your wrath- 
ful temperaments, of your hatred for peace, 
of your covetousness, of your ignorance, 
harmfulness and persccution of others, as 
also of depriving my sires, all fierce bow- 
men, of their kingdom, and of your own 
unrighteousness. ‘his day before the eyes 
of all these warriors I will chastise you with 
my arrows, i 


8 ‘This day I will free myself from the 


O wicked-minded one, do you, 





burden of anger I bear against you, as j 


also from the debt I owe to my sires and 
to the angry Krishna, who ever desire 
your death. 


9. To-day, O descendant of the Kuru 
rac», I willin battle pay off the debt I owe 
to Bhima ; you shall not this day escape me 


with lif; provided you do not abandon the 
fight.” 


10. Having thus speken, that mighty- 
armed hero, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
fixed on his bow-string an arrow, endued 
with the effulgence of Yama, Fire, or the 
Windgod, and calculated to bring about 
Dussasana's death. 


un, Flying towards Dussasana’s breast, 
that =r ow pierced his shoulder-joint up 
to the very bones, like a snake piercing into 
an ant hill. 

12. Then again he struck Dussasana 
with twenty-five arrows that resembled fire 
in their touch, and were shot from his bow 


drawn back even to his very ears (z.e. 
fully). 


13. Thus deeply pierced and pained to 
the extreme, Dussasana squatted down on 
the terrace of bis chariot and, O mighty 
monarch, he became uncouscious in a 
swoon. 


14. Thereupon his charisteer quickly 
carried away from the field the unconscious 
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Dussasana who had keen sorely aMicted by 
Abhimanyu’s arrows. 


15. The Pandavas, the sons of Drou- 
padi, and Visaka and the Kekayas and the 
Panchalas, beholding that act of Subhadra’s 
son sent up a loud roar like that of 


a 
lion. 


16. Then filled with joy, the troops of the 
Pandavss struck up numerous musical ins- 
unments of various description and shape, 
from all sides. 


17. Beholding that feat achieved by 
Subhadra’s son, they were amazed. Then 
seeing their most implacable and arrogant 
adversary thus worsted, 


18. The five mighty car-warriors, vis., 
the five sons of Droupadi bearing on their 
standards as device the images of Yama, 
Maruta, Indra and the Asuras. 


19. Asalso Satyaki, Chekitana, Dhris- 
tadyumna Sikhandin, the Kekaya brothers, 
Dhristaketu, and the Matsyas, the Pan- 
chalas, and the Srinjayas, : 


20. And the Pandavas, were all enrap- 
tured and then headed by Yudhisthira, 
they rushed to battle desirous of breaking 
through Drona’s division. 


21. Then there commenced a fierce 
batile between the foe and your troops, all 
unretreating heroes, bent on achieving vic- 
tory. 

22. Thus, O king, when the awful battle 
raged furiously, Duryodhana addressing 
Radha's son said these words. 


23, “Behold the heroic Dussasana 
worsted by Abhimanyu—he who had beem 
cre nowslaying and scorching the foe like 
the sun himself. 


24. Yonder rushes the infuriate Pan- 
davas, looking like so many mighty lions, 
with weapons uplifted, to the rescue of Su- 
bhadra’s son.” 


25. Thereupon inflamed with wrath 
Karna ever bent on doing good to your son, 
covered theinvincible Abhimanyu with many 
sharparrows. 


26. Then as if in contempt, the valiant 
Karna pierced the followers of Subhadra’s 


son in battle with sharp shafts of excellent 
make, 


27. Thereupon the high-souled Abhi- 
manyu, who was longing to meet Drona 
himself, quickly pierced, O king, Radha’s 
son with seventy-three shafts all whetted on 
stone. 


28. Then there was no car-warrior save 
and except Drona himself who could have 
checked that grandson of the wielder of 
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the, thunderbolt, who had then been 
afflicting the mighty car-watriors sorely. 

29. Thereafter displaying many exccll- 
ent weapons, Karna,that most honoured of all 
bowmen, desirous of victory pierced Subha- 
dra’s son with hundreds of shafts. 

30. ‘Then that puissant pupil of Rama, 
that foremost of all inen learned in the use 
of weapons, began to afflict Abhimanyu who 
we incapable of being vanquished by the 
oe. 


at. Though thus afflicted with showers 
of weapons hurled by Radha’s son, yet the 
son of Subhadra equal to an immortal, did 
not flinch. 


32. Thereafter having cut off the bows 
of warriors, with broad-headed shafts of 
depressed knots all whetted on stone, 
Arjupa’s son began to afflict Karna in 
return. 


33. Then with arrows, shot from his bow 
drawn to a circle, and resembling snakes of 
virulent poison in touch, Abhimanyu quickly 
cut off Karna’s umbrella, ‘standard, horses 
and charioteer, smiling all the while. 


4. Then Karna sped at him five shafts 
of straight-knots ; but the son of Phal- 
guna dauntlessly received all those ar- 
TOWS. 

35. Then that valiant hero ina 
cutting off with a single shaft 
bow and standard, felled them 
ground. 

36. Seeing Karna in such a plight his 
younger brother, stretching his bow with 
great force impetuously rushed at Subha- 
dra’s son. 

37. At this, the Parthas sent up a loud 
uproar; their followers beat and blew many 
musical instruments ; and they all applaud- 
ed the sons of Subhadra. à 

Thus ends the fortieth chapter, the defeat 
ef Karna and Dussasang, in the Abhiman- 
yu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


moment 
Karna’s 
to the 


—- 


CHAPTER XLI. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 2 

1. Then that brother of Karna armed 
with a bow and stretching its string repeat- 
edly, soon placed himself between those two 
high-souled car-warriors. 

2. Then as if smiling he pierced the 
ipyincible Abhimanyu together with his 
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umbrella, standard, charioteer and steeds 
with ten sharp arrows. 


3. Then beholding Abhimanyu, who had 
been achieving superhuman feats after 
the manner of his father and grandfather, 
alHicted with those shafts, your warriors bs- 
came enraptured, 


4. Thereunon Abhimanyu smiled and 
bending his bow shot a winged skaft that 
lopped off his antogonist’s head, and them 
the latter fell down from his ghariot. 


5. Then, O monarch, Karna was extreme~ 
ly pained on seeing his brother slain and 
overthrown like a blossoming Karnikara 
tree thrown down by the wind from the 
mountain top. 


6. Thereafter having compelled Karns 
to turn back from the field with arrowa 
furnished with Kanka feathers, Subhadra's 
son quickly assailed other mighty bowmen, 

7. Then Abhimanyu possessed of fierce 
energy and great renown, wrought up with 
rage, began to break through the various 


division of cars, elephants, steeds, and 
infantry. 
8. Meanwhile Karna who had been 


afflicted by Abhimanyu with his myriads of 
shafts, fled away from the field of battle, 
being borne by fleet steeds. Your army then 
began to give way. 

g. Then when the sky was cavered with 
the arrows of Abhimanyu, like the flights 
of locusts or thick showers of rain, O king, 
nothing could be distinguished. 


1o. Amongst all your warriors then thus 
slaughtered by Abhimanyu with his sharp 
shafts, none stayed on the field, except 
the ruler of the Sind] us. 


11. Thereupon, that foremost of princes 
vís., Subhadra’s son, blowin: his conch fell, 
O foremost of the Bharatas, upon the army 
of the Bharatas. 


12. Then like fire set to work on a 
heap of dried grass, consuming the hostile 
ranks, Arjuna’s son moved jn circles amidst 
the Kourava host. 

13. Breaking through the hostile array, 
he began to afflict car-watriors, eleph- 
ant-riders, horse-men and infantry with his 

reat arrows; and thus made the earth 
impassable with headless trunks. 


14. Mangled with the shafts of excellent 
make, shot from the bow of Subhadra’s son, 
the Kouravas fled in fear of their lives, 
slaying, as they ran, their own partisans 
that happened to meet them. 

1s, Those dreadful shafts of terrible 
effects and touch, penetrating through car- 
warriors, elephants and horses, struck on 
the earth’s surface. 
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16. With weapons in grasp, with finger- 
Preservers, with maces in clutch, and with 
Angadas and decked with golden ornaments, 
arms were seen to be strewn on the ground, 


17. Arrows and bows and swords and 
corpses and heads with ear-rings and gar- 
lands were seen on the ground by hundreds. 


18. Strewn over with Upashkaras, Adi- 
shthanas, long poles, and with shattered 
Akshasas and broken wheels and yokes, 
thousands in number, 


19. With arrows, bows, swords, fallen 
standards ; with backless bows and shafts 
scattered about, 


20. With the bodies ef slain Kshatriyas, 
horses and elephants, the field of battle look- 
ing fierce soon became impassable. 


21. Then as the princes were being 
slaughtered by Abhimanyu, they created a 
loud noise enhancing the apprehension of 
the cowards, by calling one another by 
their names. 


22. That din, O foremost of the Bha- 
ratas, filled all the points of the compass 
with its echo; the son of Subhadra then 
assailed the Ķourava host killing excellent 
Car-warriors, steeds and elephants. 


23. Then like fire set to a heap of straw, 
Arjuna’s son began to consume his foes; 
and he was then seen to stand in the very 
centre of the Bharata troops. 


24. Then surrounded as he was by our 
troops and covered with dust, we could 
not obtain sight of him, when he, O Bharata, 


careered through the cardinal and subsidiary | 


directions. 


25. The next moment,O Bharata, we he- 
held him shining like the mid-day sun, and 
wrenching the lives out of elephants, steeds 
and men. 


26. We then beheld, O mighty monarch, 
Abhimanyu «afflict his foes. In that battle 
that grandson of Vasava viz., Abhimanyu 
equal to Vasava himself in prowess, shone, 
O mighty monarch, in the very centre of 
your troops. 

Thus ends the forty-first chapter, the dis- 
play ph Abhimanyu prowess, tn the Abhi- 
m inyu-badha of the Drona Purva. 





CHAPTER XLII. 


(ABITIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 
1, When that heroic Abhimanyu, that 
veritable child brought up in great luxury, 


proud of the strength of his arms, expert in 
the art of fighting, of noble blood, ready 
to sacrifice his life in battle, 


2. Penetrated into our ranks, borne by 
his excellent steeds, three years old, was 
there any one else of the army of Yudhis- 
thira, who then followed him ? 


Sanjaya said: 
3. Yudhisthira, Bhimasena Sikhandin, 
Satyaki, the twins Nakula and Sahadeva 


Dhristadyumna, Virata, Drupada with the 
Kekayas, 


4—5. Dhristaketu, and the Matsyas, alt 
inflamed with rage, rushed to battle. Then 
Abhimanyu’s sires accompanied by his ma- 
ternal uncles, all accomplished in slaying 
their opponents, formed in battle-array,rush - 
ed, desirous of rescuing him, through the 
breach he himself had created in the enemies’ 
ranks. Seeing those heroes rush to battle, 
all your warriors turned their faces away 
from the field of battle. 


6. Thereupon beholding the mighty army 
of your son give way, your son-in-law endu- 


ed with fierce energy, proceeded to rally 
them. 


7. Then, O monarch, Jayadratha the 
royal son of the Sindhu king, checked the 
Parthas backed by their troops, when 
they“ tried to rescue their son (Abhi- 
manyu). 


8. That mighty bowmen of great skill in 
archery, vis., the son of Vridhakshatra then 
checked, displaying his celestial weapons, 


the Pandavas, like an elephant playing on 
the low-lands. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


9. Iconsider, O Sanjaya, that a heavy 
burthen was then placed upon the king of 
the Sindhus, in as much as he had to with- 


stand the enraged Pandavas desirous of res- 
cuing their son. 


1o. It appears to me that the Sindhu 
ruler was endowed with wonderful might 
and heroism. Tell me of the feats and hero 
ism of that illustrious warrior. 


11. What gifts did he make, or what sa- 
crifice did he accomplish, or what austerities 
did he undergo by virtue of which he was 


able to resist, single-handed, the enraged 
sons of Pritha ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

12. On the occasion of the abduction of 
Droupadi, Jayadratha was humiliated by 
Bhimasena. Out cf a feeling of this humilia- 


tion, the king performed rigid austerities for 
securing desirable boons. : 


DRONA 


13. Withholding his senses from the ob- 
jects pleasurable to them, and suffering (pa- 
tiently) the pangs of hunger and thirst, he 
tortured his body till his swollen veins ap- 
peared to view. 

t4. Chaunting the eternal hymns of the 
Vedas, he worshipped the God Sarva (Ma- 
hadeva). Thereupon that illustrious God, 
ever compassionate towards his devotees, 
became gracious on him. 


15. he god Hara revealing himself in 
a dream to the son of the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus, addressed him thus :—“Ask the boon 
you like; I am pleased with you, O Jaya- 
dratha, what do you desire ?” 


16. Thus spoken to by Sarva (Maha- 
deva), king Jayadratha bowing down to 
him with folded palms and subdued soul, 
said :— 

17. ‘I desire that I may check in battle 
on a single car and single-handed, the Pan- 
davas, possessed though they are of extra- 
ordinary prowess and energy.” ‘This was 
the boon which he asked from the god. 


18. Thus addressed, that God of gods, 
spoke unto Jayadratha, in the following 
manner :—‘‘ O gentle one, I accord you the 
boon; save and except Dhananjaya, the son 
of Pritha, 


19. You shall vanquish in battle the other 
four sons of Pandu.” “So be it” said Jaya- 
dratha in answer to what the God of gods 
had said and then awoke from his sleep. 


20. In consequence of having received 
this boon and through the virtue of the 
celestial weapon he possessed, he was com- 
petent to check the Pandava hosts, single- 
handed. 

21. The twang of his bow-string inspired 
the hostile warriors with fear, filling at the 
same time, the hearts of your troops with 
Joys 

22. The Kshatriyas then beholding the 
king of the Sindhus take upon himself the 
whole burden of the onset, rushed with 
deafening war-cries at the divisions of 
Yudhisthira. < 


Thus ends the forty-second chapter the 
fight between Fayadratha and the Pandu- 
vas,in the Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


(ABHIMANYU -BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Youask me, O mighty 
describe the prowess of the ruler 


monarch, to 
of Sin- 





ee an 
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dhus. I shall describe all that in de- 


tail. Hear how he fought with the sons of 
Pandu. 


2. Excellent steeds of the Sindhu breed 
obedient tø the behests of tlre charioteer, and 
fleet asthe wind itself, carried him to the 
field of battle. 


3., He rode a chariot duly furnished with 
the implements of war, and looking like an’ 
aerial castle. His mighty standard decked 
with the device of an argentine boar, 
appeared highly resplendent. 


4. With white umbrellas, with penons, 
and with the yak-tails that were used to 
fan him, with all these emblems of royalty, 
he appeared beautiful like the moon in the 
midst of myriad of stars. 


5. His iron-made car-fence embossed 
with pearls, diamonds and gold, appeared 
effulgent like the welkin bespangled with the 
luminaries. 


6. Stretching his mighty bow and shoot- 
ing numerous shafts, he filled up the Kou- 
rava array there where Arjuna’s son had 
created breaches. 


7. He wounded Satyaki with three 
arrows, Vrikodara with eight, Dhrista- 
dyumna with sixty and Virata with ten 
and 


8. Drupada with five sharp arrows and. 
Sikhandin with ten. He pierced the 
Kekayas with twenty-five, the Droupadeyas 
with three shafts each. 

g. Then piercing Yudhisthira with 
seventy arrows, he mangled the rest of his 
army witha mighty downpour of arrows j 
and that feat appeared indeed wonderful: fà 
Thereupon, O king, the highly. 
puissant son of Dharma (Yudhistiura)},, 
laughing the while, cut off, with a sharp and 
well-tempered arrow the bow the raleg of 
the Sindhus. 


11. But the latter, taking up within the 
twinkle of an eye another bow, pirc 
Pritha’s son with ten shafts, and the others 
following him, with three shafts each. 


10. 


12. Beholding that light-handedness dis- 
played by Jayadratha, Bhima, with three 
broad-ieaded shafts, once more cut off and 
felled to the ground the bow, the: standard 
and the umbrella of the former. 


13. Taking up and stringing anc ther 
bow, that puissant hero (Jayadratha) cut 
down, O sire, the standard, the bow, and 
the steeds of Bhima. 

14. Thereupon Bhima with his bow 
burst open, jumped down from his excellent 
chariot of which the steeds were slain, and 
leapt upon the car of Satyaki like a lion 
leaping upon the top ofa hill. 
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t5. At Uiis, your troops filled with de: 
light, cried out saying ‘Well done, Well 
done,’ and they applauded-that feat achieved 
by the Sindhu king again and again. 


16. Then all creatures praised that feat 
of his which was nothing less than checking 
the enraged Pandava hosts by means ot 
the force of his weapons. 


_.17. The track that the son of Subhadra 
had marked out for the Pandavas by 
the numerous slain warriors and elephants, 
was then blockaded by the king of the 
Sindhus. 


18. Then the Matsyas, the Panchalas, 
the Kekayas and the. Pandavas, all these 
keroic warriors exerting their best, tried to 
follow Abhimanyu, but they could not with- 
stand the ruler of the Sindhus. 


19, Every one of your enemies who tried 
to pen+trate through Drona’s array was 
checked by the ruler of the Sindhus in con- 
sequence of the boon the latter had obtained 
from Mahadeva. 


> Thus ends the forty-third Chapter, athe 
Sight between Fayadratha and the Pandavas, 
in the Abhimanyu-budha. of the Drona 
Parva. : á ees 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Thus when’ the Pandavas intent on 
“Securing victory were resisted by the 
Sindhu ruler, there commenced an awful 
fight between your warriors and those of 
the enemy. 


2. Penetrating into your ranks, Arjuna’s 
son fhyincible and of unerring aim, and 
endued with great energy, began to agitate 
$our troops, like a mighty whale agitating 
the seas 

Then according to: their ranks, the 
foremost warriors of the Kouravas rushed 
against Subhadra’s son, that subduer of 
foes, who had been agitating, his enemies 
with his arrowy downpour. 

4. The clash between these warriors, 
“endued with' infinite energy and scattering 
a shower of arrows on one side and 
Abhimanyu on the other, became awful. 


5: Then impaled by the enemies with 
crowds of cars, the son of Arjuna slew the 
driver of. Vrisasena and also cut off the 
latter’s bow. 
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6. Then again that highly powerful hero 


pierced Vrisasena’s horses with straight- 
flying arrows ; the latter then was carried 
away from the field of battle by 
steeds of the fleetness of the wind. 


those 


At this opportnnity, the charioteer 


of Abhimanyu drove his vehicle ont of the 
press of hostile charioteers, and 
troops filled with delight exclaimed aloud 
saying ‘Well done, Well done.’ 


then the 


8. Thereupon approaching Abhimanyu 


who, excited with rage, had been crushing 
the foe with his arrows like a lion crushing 
other animals, Vasatiya fell upon him with 
great impetuousity. 


He then covered Abhimanyu with 


sixty shafts all furnished with golden wings, 
and also thus addressed him—‘You shall not 
escape me alive in battle, solong as I am 
alive.’ 


10. Him cased in iron male, the son of 


Subhadra pierced on the breast with an 
arrow capable of flying to a great distance ; 
and he fell down on the earth deprived of 
life. 


11. Beholding Vasiatya slain, the fore- 
most of the Kshatriyas all excited with 


tage, surrounded, O king, your grandson, 


desirous of taking his life out of him. 


12. They stretched their bows of different 
shapes, in many different ways. There- 
upon commenccd a terrible conflict between’ 
Subhadra’s son and his adversaries. 


13. Then theson of Phalguna inflamed 
with wrath, cut off their bows and arrows, 
and the various limbs of their body and 
their heads adorned with ear-rings and 
garlands of flowers. 


14. Then severed arms were seen on the 
field with fingers-protectors and grasping 
swords, lances, axes and bludgeons and’ 
adorned with golden ornaments. 


15. With garlands of flowers, and’ orna 
ments and cloths, with tall standards lop- 
ped off, with armours, and bucklers and’ 
golden chains, and diadems and umbrellas’ 
and chamaras, 


16. With yokes, and braces, and shifts. 
and axels of cars, with shattered wheels’ 
Akshas, and yokes by thousands, 


17. With Arnukarshas, penons, and 
fallen charioteers and steeds, with. broken 
cars, with elephants steeds, the earth then 
became literally covered over, 


18. Then the field of battle assumed a 
dreadful aspect being strewn over with 
many slain heroic Kshatriya rulers of many 
countries, who had fought for . securing 
victory. 5 
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19. The very form of Abhimanyu could 
not then be discerned, as he careered 
through the field of battle moving in all 
the directions, subsidiary and cardinal. 

20. His golden coat of mail and his 
buckler and his ornaments and his arrows 
and bow only were seen by us then. 


21. Then noone was able to cast his 
eyeson him Abhimanyu), when he was 
slaying hostile warriors with his arrows, 
staying in their midst like the very sun in 
the heavens. 


Thus ends the forty-fourth chapter, the 
display of Abhimanyu’s prowess, in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XLV. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then engaged in depriving the heroes 
of their lives,the son of Arjuna resembled the 
Destroyer of all creatures snatching their 
lives out of them, at the time of the universal 
annihilation, 


2. Endued with prowess equal to that of 
Sakra, that grandson of Sakra, namely 
Abhimanyu of infinite might, agitating your 
forces, appeared highly beautiful. 


3. Then, O foremost of kings, entering 
into the very heart of the hostile army, that 
slayer of those best among the Kshatrivas, 
fell upon Satyasravas like a fierce tiger fall 
ing upon a deer. 


4. When Satyasravas had thus been 
pounced upon, the other mighty car-war- 
riors, with haste taking up various kinds of 
weapons, rushed against Abhimanyu. 

‘I shall meet him first, I shall meet 
him first'——boasting in this way, those fore- 
most Kshatriyas then encountered Arjuna’s 
son, out of a desire for slaying him. 


6. Then beholding the divisions of those 
rushing Kshatriyas „advance towards him, 
Abhimanyu met them, even like a whale 
meeting a shoal of small fishes in the sea. 

Just as rivers never course back from 
the ocean they fall in, sọ no one among 
them who did not fly, returned back with 
his life, after having encountered Abhi- 
manyu. 

8. Then the army began to reel like a 
boat on the ocean, overtaken by a mighty 
tempest and having its crew afflicted with 
fonr through the violence of the wind, 


to 
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9. Thereafter the mighty Rukshmaratha, 
a son of the ruler of the Madras, dauntless- 
ly spoke these words, with a view to inspire 
confidence into the hearts of the panic-struck 
troops. 

10. “O heroes, you need not fear ; Abhi- 
manyu is nothing so long as I am here. 
For certain, | will capture him alive (to- 
day). ” 


11. Having thus spoken that highly 
puissant hero rushed upon Abhimanyu, 


borne on a resplendent chariot duly furni- 
shed with the implements of war. 


12. Piercing Abhimunyu on the breast 
with three shafts, he uttered his war-cry ; 
and then again, he pierced him on the 
right and the left arms with three sharp 
shafts each, 


_13. But the son of Phalguna cutting off 
his bow, his right and left arms, and his 
head graced with beautiful eyes and eye- 
brows, soon felled them on the earth. 


14. Beholding Rukshmaratha the illus~ 
trious son of Salya, who had promised to 
capture alive or consume Abhinanyu, 
slain by this latter, 

15. Many princely warriors, O king, 
accomplished in smiting down, and formid- 
able in battie, all friends of Salya’s son 
(Rukshmaratha), came upon Abhimanyu, 
with their standards decked with gold,raised 
high. 

16. Then those mighty 
stretching their bows huge 
trees, covered the son of Arjuna on 
with showers of arrrows. 

17. Beholding Subhadra’s heroic and 
invincible son encountered, single-handed 
as he was, by many brave, youthful, irate 
princes endued with skill acquired through 
practice and teaching, 


car-warriors 
like palmyra 
ali sides 


18. And also beholding bim covered 
with a shower of arrows (shot by his ad- 
yersaries), Duryodhana became highly 
gratified ; and thought Abhimanyu already 
4 visitor of the mansion ol Vivaswata's son 


(Death). 


19. Within a wink’s time, all those 
youthful princes, each shooting sharp shafts 
of various shapes and furnished with golden 
wings, intercepted the son of Arjuna from 
the view. 


20. Then, O sire, we beheld Abhimanyu's 
car and driver and his standard, covered 
with arrows, as if by flights of locusts. 


Thereupon like an elephant pierced 
deeply, the son of Arjuna, deeply pierced 
with those arrows, became inflamed with 
rage; and he then invoked into existence 


21. 
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the Gandharva weapon and its consequent 
ilusions, O Bharata. 


22. This weapon was secured by Arjuna 
frora the Gandharvas Tamvuru and others, 
through his ascetic austerities. Now Abhi- 
manyu confounded his. foes with that 
weapon. 


23. He was then seen, O king, A 
times as a single individual, sometimes as | 
a hundred and sometimes as a thousand. He j 
then moved over the feld, displaying his 
weapons, like a circle of fire. 


24. Then, O king, confounding the 
kings hostile to him with the illusions caused 
by his car, his coat of mail, and his weapons, 
he mangled, O king, their bodies in hundred 
pieces. 


25. The vital breaths of living creatures 
were then snatched out of them by his ar- 
rows; and, O king, they reached the other 
world when their bodies fell down on earth 


26. The son of Phalguna with sharp | 
broad-headed shafts, cut off their bows, 
their steeds, their charioteers, their stan- 
dards and arms with bracelets, and also 
their graceful heads. 





27. Like a grove of mango trees, five 
years old and on the poiirt of bearing fruit, 
laid low by the tempest,those hundred princes 
were slain and felled by the son of Subha- 

Ta. 


28. Boholding those young and delicate 
heroes reared up with all possible care and 
resembling furious snakes of virulent poison, 
slain by the single-handed son of Subhadra, 
Duryodhana became filled with fear. 


29. Then beholding his car-warriors, 
his elephants, his steeds and foot-soldiers, 
smashed, the enraged Duryodhana quickly 
rushed at Abhimanyu. 


go. For a moment only a fierce battle 
saged between them, which virtually re- 
mained unfinished when your son, afflicted 


with arrows turned away from the ficld of | 
battle. 


Thus ends the forty-fifih chapter, the 
defeat of Duryodhana, in ihe Abhimanyu- 
udia of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XLVI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritirastra said :— 
1. What you are saying to me, O Sunta, 
about the fierce and awful battle between 


‘one and the many, and the victory of that 
high-souled one, 





2. This story of the prowess of Subha- 
dra’s son is wonderful and none the less 
incredible. But I do not regard it alto- 
gether impossible with respect to them whose 
sole refuge is virtue. 


3. After Duryodhana had been repulsed 
and the hundred pinces slain, what measure 
was adopted by my warriors against Subhas 
dra’s son. 


Sanjaya said :— 

4. Their mouths were parched up and 
their eyes began to roll. They perspiret 
and their hair stood erect. Desponding of 
conquering the enemy, they exerted their 
best to fiy away. 


5. Abandoning their slain brothers, fa- 
thers, sons, friends, relatives and kinsmen, 
they fled urging their elephants and steeds 
on. 


6. Beholding then the troops thus 
broken, Drona and his son, and Vrihadvala, 
Kripa, Duryodhana, Karna, Kritavarman, 
and Suvala’s son, 


7. All tbese warriors excited with rage 
rushed against the invincible son of Subha- 
dra. Then those warriors also, O king, 
were almost beat back by your grandsoiy 
(Abhimanyu}. 


8. A single warrior only,viz., Lakshmana, 
brought up in luxury, versed in the use of 
arrows and weapons, endued with great 
energy, and dauntless through pride and 
youth, rushed against Arjuna’s son. 


_g. Preyed upon by anxiety on accoun 
of his son, his father (Duryodhana) turned 
back; and other mighty car-warriors also: 
followed Duryodhana’s example. 


to. ‘hese warriors all showered arrows: 
on him (Abhimanyu), like clouds. showering 
imtorrents rains on mountains; he,in return, 
though single-handed, routed them like 
Ure dry and confused wind scattering masses 
of clouds. 


11—12. Then like one infiuriate ele- 
phant meeting another in the same state, 
Krishna's nephew encountered your grand- 
son Lakshmana, invincible, ol great per- 
sonal beauty, standing near his father witlr 
his bow ready for use, endued with heroism, 
brought up in all luxury and resembling the 
son of the God of wealth. 


13- Encountering Lakshmana, that slayer 
of hostile heroes, that son of Subhadra, 
was pierced on the breast and the arms 
with exceedingly sharp shafts. 


14. Then that mizhty-armed grandson 
of yours (Abhimanyu), O mighty monarch, 
excited with rage like a snake struck with 
a rod, addressing your other grandson 
(Lakshmana), thus spoke: — 


E 
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15. “Look well on this earth, for you shall 
be required soon to go to another world. 1 
will despatch you to the abode of Death even 
before the very eyes of your on-looking 
friends". 

16. Having thus spoken, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, that mighty-armed hero, viz., 
Subhadra’s son, took out a broad-headed 
shaft that resembled a snake that had 
recently cast its slough off. 


17. That shaft sped by the force of his 
arms, cut off the beautiful head of Laksh- 
mana, graced with ear-rings and a beautiful 
nose and charming locks and eye-brows. 


18. Beholding Lakshmana slain, people 
began to wail aloud saying ‘Oh’ and ‘Alas.’ 


Thereupon at the death of his dear-loved | 





son, Duryodhana became inflamed with | 
| 


rage. 


19. Andthen that foremost of the Ksha- 


tiors saying ‘Slay him.’ Thereupon Drona, 


with the Srutis and endued with wealth of 
weapons and fame was thus slain, almost 
all the remaining heroic warriors turned 
away from the field of battle. 


Thus ends the forty-sixth chapter, the 
sluughter of Kratha’s son, in the Ab- 
himanyu-badha of the Drona Parva 


COHVAGP Tab RS AEV 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)-— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— , 
1. When that youthfufand invincible son 


| of Subhadra, ever unretreating in battle, 


his son, Kripa, Karna, and Vrihadvala, | 


and 
20. Kritavarman the son of Ffridika, 


these six warriors surrounded Subhaelra’s | 


son. But the son of Arjuna piercing them 
with whetted shafts, and beating them 
back, 

21—23. Angrily and with vehemence, fell 
upon the mighty division of the ruler of the 


Sindhus. 
Nishadhas, and the puissant son of Kratha, 


clad in mail, covered his path with their į 


mighty elephant division. The battle then 
that commenced between Abhimanyu and 
the other warriors was dreadful and fierce to 
the extreme. 


Thereupon the Kalingas, the | 


| penetrating into the ranks of my troops 


triyas commanded his otl shatriya war- | Krsa l; 
y a is other Kshatriya war- | was achieving feats worthy of his own 


family, 


2. And when borne by his three-year- 
old steeds of great strength and excellent 
breed, he appeared to sail through the skies, 
what heroes of my army then strove to re- 
sist him ? 


Sanjaya said :— 
3. Penetrating into the heart of your 
troops, Abhimanyu, the delighter of the 


Pandavas, with his sharp arrows compelled 


| all the kings to turn their faces away from 


23. Then the son of Arjuna began to | 


crush that division of elephants, like the 
wind that Llows in all directions destroy ing 
masses of clouds in the heaven. 


24. Thereafter Kratha covered Arjuna's : 


son with showers of arrows; meanwhile 


many other car-warriors headed by Drona, | 


turning back to the field of battle, 


ubhadra’s son, dis- 






25. Rushed at 
charging numerous \ 
make. Beating back all of them with 
arrows, Arjuna’s son atliicted Kratha's son, 


26. With innumerable groups of arrows, 


in all haste and inflamed with a dersive for ; ul i 
| arrows and Vrihadavala with twenty; aod 


staying his antagonist. Then the bow, the 
arrows, the bracelets, the arms, and the 
head decked with a diadem, of Kratha's 
son, 

27. His umbrella, standard, charioteer 
and horses, were all felled by Abhimanyu. 
When that one (Kratha’s son) possessed of 
a high lineage anc character, acquainted 


apans of celestial | 


the field of battle. 

4. Thereupon Drona, Kripa, Karna, the 
son of Drona, Vrihadvala and MKritavarman 
the son of Hridika, these six car-warriors 
surrounded him. 

5. Beholding a very heavy burden ‘(of 
keeping the rest of the Pandavas at bay) 
placed on the shoulder of the Sindhu king, 
your troops, O mighty monarch, assailed 
Yudhisthira. 

6. Other mighty warriors stretching their 
bows full six cubits long, covered the 
heroic son of Subhadra witha shower of 
arrows. 

7. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, 
namely Subhadra's son, assailed by means 
of his arrews, all these mighty car-warriors 
all well accomplished in all kinds of learning. 


8. And he then pierced Drona with fifty 


Kritavarman with eighty and Kripa with 
sixty. 

9. The son of Arjuna then pierced 
Ashwathaman with ten shafts furnished with 
wings of gold, charged with great force and 
shot from the bow drawn back tothe very 
ear. 
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10. Then inthe very midst of the hos- 
tile troops, the son of Phagulna pierced 
Karna in one of his ears with an excellent 


barbed arrow, carefully tempered and 
whetted. 
11. Then having felled Kripa’s steeds 


and the two supporters of his flanks, Abhi- 
manyu pierced him on his breast with ten 
shafts. 


12. Thereafter the valiant Abhimanyu 
slew the warlike Vrindaraka the enhancer 
of the glory of the Kurus, even before the 
very eyes of your heroic son, 

13. Then Drona’s son dauntlessly struca 
Abhimanyu with twenty-five short arrows, 
when the latter was occupied ii slaying 
the best among his enemies. 


14. Thereupon, O Sire, Arjuna’s son 
pierced Aswathaman in return with whetted 
shafts, before the presence of all the war- 
riors of your army. 


15. Then Drona’s son having pierced 
Abhimanyu with sixty flerce and resplendent 
shafts of exceeding sharpness, could not 
make the latter tremble; and then the latter 
remained unmoved like the Mainaka hills. 


16. Then that hero of puissant might 
and fierce energy, pierced the son of Drona 
who had been afflicting him, with thirty 
seven arrows, all straight-going and furni- 
shed with wings of gold. 


17. Thereupon Drona desirous of saving 
his son, stuck hundred shafts on Abhi- 
manyu ; and Aswathaman also desirous of 
rescuing his father, pierced him with sixty 
shafts. 


18. Karna then pierced Abhimanyu 
with twenty-two broad-headed shafts, Kri- 
tavarman with fourteen, Vrihadvala with 
fifty and Kripa the son of Saradwata with 
ten. 


1g. In return, Abhimanyu pierced each 
of them with ten shafts. Then the ruler 
of the Kosalas pierced him on the breast 
with a barbed dart. 


20. Abhimanyu then felled on the ground 
his horses, his standards, his bow and his 
charioteer. Thereupon deprived of the use 
of his car, the king of the Kosalas grasping 
his sword and shield, 


21. Strove to take off the head, graced 
with ear-rings, of Phalguna’s son, from his 
trunk. ‘hen the latter, pierced the ruler 
of the Kosalas, by name piince Vrihadvala 
on the breast, with arrows į and the latter fell 
down with his breast cleft open. Then ten 
thousand high-souled kings broke away, 


22. Uttering abusive language (against 
Duryodhana), armed though they were with 
swords and bows, ‘hereafter having slain 


ae 
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Vrihadvala in battle, Subhadra’s son career- 
ed through the field, and paralysea the 
mighty car-warriors of your army witha 
downpour of arrowy showers. 


Thus ends the forty-seventh chapter, the 
defeat and death of Vrihadvala, in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER XLVIII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Once more did the son of Arjuna 
pierce Karna on his car,with barbed arrows ; 
and then for angering the latter, again 
pierced him with fifty shafts more. 


2. Thereupon Radha’s son pierced him 
in return with as many arrows. Covered all 
over with arrows,O Bharata, he then looked 
exceedingly beautiful. 


3- Excited with wrath, Abhimanyu also 
caused Karna to be covered over with 
streams of blood; the heroic Karna also 
appeared beautiful being mangled with 
shaft-wounds and bathed in blood. 


4. Then both those high-souted warriors, 
mangled with arrow-wounds and steeped 


in blood, appeared Ilke two Kinsukas 
covered with blossoms, 


5. Then Subhadra’s son slew six of 
Karna’s ministers all versed in various 


modes of warfare, together with their horses, 
charioteer, car and standards. 


6. Then Abhimanyu fearlessly pierced 
the rest of the mighty car-warriors in return, 
with ten shafts each ; that feat of his seemed 
exceedingly wonderful, 


7. hereafter having slain the son of 
the ruler of the Magadhas with six swift- 
coursing arrows, Abhimanyu felled the 


youthful Aswaketu together with his horses 
and charioteer. 


8. Next slaying with a sharp, horse-shoe- 
headed arrow, the Bhoja prince of Marti- 
kavata having the device of an elephant 
on his banner, the son of Arjuna sent up a 


tremendous war-cry and began to scatter 
his arrows on all sides. 


9- Thereupon the son of Drona pierced 
his four horses with four arrows, and 
charioteer with one shaft and then he 
pierced Arjuna’s son with ten arrows. 


„10. hereafter Krishna’s nephew having 
Pierced Dussasana’s son with ten swilt- 
coursing arrows, spoke these words at the 
lop of his voice, with eyes red in rage. 


DRONA 


1t. “Your father has fled from the battle 
like a veritable coward. It is fortunate that 
you know how to fight. But to-day you 
shall not escape me alive.” 


12. Having spoken only these words, 
he hurled at hima Waracha burnished by 
the forger himself. 


13. Then leaving alone the son of 
Drona, Arjuna's son struck Salya with three 
arrows. Him Salya pierced in return with 
nine shafts furnished with vulterine feathers, 


14. On the breast, like one not at all 
afraid. That feat appeared to be highly 
wonderful. The son of Arjuna then cutting 
off his bow and slaying his two flank-sup- 
porters, 


15—16. Pierced him with six iron-made 
shafts ; and then Salya ascended another 
chariot. Then having slain Satrunjaya, 
Chandraketu, Mahamegha, Suvarchasam, 
and Suryyavasa, he pierced the son of 
Suvala. Šouvala then piercing him with 
three arrows, thus addressed Duryodhana :— 


17. ‘Let allof us united together, crush 
this one; fer, fighting singly, he will slay 
us all. O king, with the assistance of Drona 





and pa and others, do you think out the 
means oi slaying this one. 
18. Thereafter Vikartana’s son Karna, 


addvessing Drona said these words :—‘'Tell 
us the means of his death, before he slays 
us all.” 


1g. Thereupon the fierce bow-man 
Drona replied to them all saying :—“With 
all your watchfulness, have you been able 
to detect any weakness in this youthful 
prince? 


20. He is carreeing in all directions; yet 
has any of you been able to find out any 
laches ia the prince? Behold the lightness 
of hands of this son of Arjuna, this foremost 
of alt men ! 


21. in the course of his car-motion, only 
his bow drawn to a complete circle can be 
seen and not his arrows,so swiftly does he let 
them off ! 


22. Indeed this slayer of hostile heroes, 
this son of Subhadra is affording me great 
delight, though with his shafts he is afflict- 
ing my vital limbs, and confounding my 
senses. 


23. This son of Subhadra careering 
through the field of battle, delights me 
greatly, in as much as many mighty car- 
wariors inflamed with rage cannot detect any 
the slightest weakness in him. 

24. I do not find any very great differ- 

` énce between the wielder of the Gandiva 
bow and this one ef great lightness of 
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25. Then once more Karna, afflicted wi 
A th 
the arrowsof Arjuna’s sen said to Drona l 
Afflicted sore by Abhimanyu, Í am staying 


here, only because, as a warrior, I should 
Stay here. 


26. The fierce and exceedingly dreadful 
darts, corroding like fire, of this very furious 


| prince, are this day sucking my heart’s 


strength in batue.” 


27. Then sony and witha smile, the 
preceptor replied unto Karna saying :— 
‘This Abhimanyu is faithful, his saute is 


great and his armour is incapable of being 
penetrated into. 


28. I have taught the father of this hero, 
the diverse methods of wearing coats of mail ; 
assuredly this subjugator of hostile fortresses, 
knows all those methods of wearing 
armours. 


29. But exerting yourself carefully, you 
can, with arrows, cut off his bow, his bow- 
string, the reins of his steeds and his two 


| supporters of the flanks. 


30. O mighty bow-man, Oson of Radha, 
if you are competent, then do all’ these. 
Then compelling him to turn his face away 
from the field, do yeu strike him from 
behind. . 


31. As long as he wields the bow, he is 
incapable of being defeated even by all the 
Gods and the Asuras united together. So 
if ycu can, deprive him of the use of his car 
and his bow.” 


32. Then, Vikartana’s son, Karna, 
hearing those words of the preceptor 
quickly cut off Abhimanyu’s bow with his 
arrows, when the latter was light-handedly 
scattering his shafts. 


33. Then Kritavarman of the Bhoja 
race, slew his steeds, and Kripa the son of 
Gotama despatched his two flank-supporters. 
The rest covered him with arrowy showers, 
when he was deprived of the use of his bow. 


34. Then these six mighty car-warriors 
with great activity, when activity was so 
necessary, ruthlessly covered that young 
careless hero who was fighting with them 
single-handedly, with showers of arrows. 


35. Then that handsome hero whose 
car had been rendered useless and whose 
bow had been cut off, grasping his sword 
and buckler and remembering his duty, 


| jumped up into the sky. 


36 Exhibiting great prowess and great 
lightness, Arjuna’s son tovedin the ait 
like the king of the birds, in various: 
motions, known as Koriska and others. 





18 


37- ‘With the sword in his hand he may 
fall upon me,’ —thinking thus those mighty 
bowmen with their eyes up-turned and very 
watchful for finding Abhimanyu’s weakness, 
began to pierce him. 

- 38. Then that conqueror of enemies, viz., 
Drona of mighty energy- quickly cnt off the 
jewel-decked hilt of Abhimanyu'’s sword 
with a single shaft furnished with a horse- 
shoe-head. 


39. Then Radha’s son also cut off his 
excellent buckler with many sharp arrows. 
Then deprived of his sword and his shield 
he came down from the sky upon the ground, 
with all his limbs intact. Then raising a car- 
wheel, he furiously rushed against Drona. 


40. His person shining with the dust from 
the car-wheel and himself wielding the car- 
wheelin his upraised arm, Abhimanyu ap- 

eared highly beautiful, and for a while 
imitating the son of Vasudeva, he became 
terribly fierce in that battle. 


41. With his robes dyed with the blood 
flowing in profusion (from bis wounds), with 
his brow formidable in consequence of the 
wrinkles thereon, himself sending up loud 
war-cries, that highly powerful Abhi- 
manyu appeared superbly beautiful staying 
in the midst of those foremost of kings. 


Thus ends the forty-erghth chapter, the 
fight of Abhimanyu, in the Abhtimanyu— 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





s 


CHAPTER XLIX. 


“(ABHIMANYT I-BADHA PARVA)— 
Cortinued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. That delighter of Vishnu’s sister (Su- 
bhadraS, that Ad/rathe Abhimanyu, then 
furnished with the weapon of Vishnu him- 
self, looked highly beautiful like a second 
Janarddana on the field of battle. 


3. With theends of his locks blazing’ in 
the air, with that best of weapons raised in 
his hands, his person became difficult of 
being looked at even by the very gods. The 
rulers of the earth beholding it, 


3. And the wheel in his hands, became 
seized “ith anxiety. They then cut it off 
into miny fragments. ‘Thereupon that 
mighty ear-warrior, the nephew of Krishna 
took up a heavy mace. 


4. When the mighty-armed Abhimanyu 
deprived of his car, his bow, his sword and 
his car-wheel by the enemy, rushed (with 
. that mace in his hand) upon Ashwa- 
thaman. 
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Then, O foremost of kings, Aswa- 
thaman, beholding that upraised mace re- 
semble the blazing bolt of heaven, leapt 
off three steps from the terrace of his 
car. 


6. Slaying with his mace the horses and 
the two flank-supporters of Aswathaman 
the son of Subhadra, with his body covered 
all over with arrows looked like a por- 
cupine, 


7. Then Abhimanyu crushed down on 
the ground Suvala’s son Kalikeya and slew 
seventy-seven of the latter’s followers of the 
Gandhara race. 


8. Next he slew ten car-warriors of the 
clan of Brahma-vasatiya; and then seven 
warriors of the Kekayas and then ten huge 
elephants. 


g. Then he pressed down upon thé 
ground the car and horses of Dussasana’s 
son. ‘Thereupon, O sire, Dussasana’s invin™ 
cible son excited with rage and upraising 
his mace, ; 


10. Rushed against Abhimanyu. crying 
at same time, “Wait”? “Wait.” Then those 
two heroes with maces upraised, both desi- 
rous of compassing one another’s death, 


11. Those two cousins, began to strike 
one another, like the three-eyed (Mahadeva) 
and the Asura Andhaka fighting in the days 
of yore. Then striking one another by the 
ends of their clubs, they both fell down on 
the ground, 


12. Like two uprooted standards raised 
i@@honour of Indra. Then that enhancer of 
the glory of the Kurus namcly Dussasana’s 
son rising first, 


13. Smote Subhadra’s son on the crown 
of his head as the latter was rising up. Con- 
founded with the great force of that mace- 
stroke and overpowered by the fatigue of 
the fight, 


14. That slayer of hostile heroes namely 
Subhadra’s son fell down senseless on the 
ground. Thus,O king, was the one slain by 
many in battle, 


15- One who grinded the whole army of 
the Kurus, like an elephant crushing lotus- 
stems. Then that heroic warrior slain by 
the Kurus, appeared beautiful like a wild 
elephant slain by the hunter. 


16. Then your troops surrounded the 
fallen hero, who then looked like an extin- 
guished fire that had consumed a whole 
forest during the summer season; ` 


17. Or like a tempest with its fury 
subsided after it has broken down numerous 
tree-tops; or like the setting sun that had 
scorched the Bharata army with its rays j 


a 
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18—19. Or like the moon devoured up by 
the Rahu; or like the ocean with its waters | 
dried up. Then the mighty car-warriors 
of your army beholding Abhimanyu whose 
countenance wore the splendour of the full 
moon, and whose cyes were black like the | 
wings of the raven, lie, prostrate on the 
naked earth, uttered repeated lion-like roars | 
being filled with great delight. 


30. Indeed, O king, your warriors were 
transported with delight, while tears rolled 
down from the eyes of the wariiors of the 
other host. 

21. Then beholding that hero lying 
prostrate on the ground like the moon drop- | 
ped from the skies, many creatures and | 
rulers of men, on the skies, uttered woeful i 





cries saying :— 

22. “Slain by the six mighty car-warriors 
of Dhritarastra’s host headed by Drena, this 
single hero is lying on the field of batile. 
We hold this to be very unfair.” 

13. When that hero had been slaughtred, | 
the earth appeared highly beautiful like the | 
starry firmament decxed with the full-moon ; 
herself. | 

ag. Lhe earth was then covered areca 
with arrows furnished with golden wings, | 
and inundated with waves of blood. And | 
averspreaded with the beautiful heads of | 
the herves, adorned with ear-rings, | 

25. And precious and variegated head- į 
gears, and streamers and chumaras, and | 
splendid blankets, and gem-embossed wea- | 
pons of good make, j 

26. And the bright ornaments of cars| 
and harses and men and elephants, and į 
sharp and well-tempered swords looking like | 
snakes freed from their slough, | 

27. And bows, and shattered arrows. į 
and darts and scimitars and spears and | 
kampanas, and various other kinds of | 
weapons, (offensive and defensive), she H 
looked exceedingly beautiful. | 

28. In many places the field of battle | 
became impassable being choked with dead 
and dying steeds bespattered with blood ! 
all felled by the son of Subhadia, and į 
lying with their riders slain. i 

29. With iron goads, and elephants į 
prodigious as hills, furnished with shield- ; 
and weapons, and with standards lying | 
about, crushed with shafts ; 


With excellent chariots deprived į 
charioteers and their | 
red on the field, crush- 
d looking like agitated 


30. 
of steeds and 
warriors, lying scatte 
ed by elephants an 
takes ; 

at. With large hodies 
armed with various wea 


of foot-soldiers, 
pons and lying 


slain on the field, the earth assuming an 
awful aspect struck terror into the hearts 
of the cowards. 


32. Beholding Abhimanyu equal to the 
sun or the moon in splendour lie dead on 
the field, your troops obtained great joy 
whilst the Pandavas were highly distressed. 
_ 33: When the young Abhimanyu still 
in his minority was slain, all the troops 


| of the Pandavas fled even before the very 


eyes of the very virtuous king Yudhisthira. 
34. Then upon the death of Abhimanyu, 

secing his troops routed, Ajatasatru 

Yudhisthira addressed these words to the 

heroic warriors of his army :— 

as. “This heroic son of Subhadra who 
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without turning back trom the battle has 


| been slain by the enemy, has ascended to 


heaven. Stay you all, and do not fear. We 


! shall yet conquer the foe.” 


36. Possessed of great energy and great 


| effulgence, the virtuous king Yudhisthira 


that best of all warriors, himself overwhelm- 
ed with grief, tried to console tkem with 
those words. 

37. (He went on) :—Having at first slain 
many hostile princes resembling snakes of 
virulent poison, the son of Arjuna has 


| followed in their wake. 


38. Having slain ten thousand car- 
warriors, and that mighty car-warrior 
namely the ruler of the Kosalas, Abhi- 
manyu, equal to krishna and Arjuna, has 


| indubitably gone to the manson of Sakra 
; (Indra). 


39. Having slain car-warriors, steeds} 
foor-soldiers and clephants by thousand, he 
was not satiated with what he achieved in 
battle. We should not bewail this per- 


! former of pious deeds ; he surely has attain- 


ed the regions of righteousness, that men 
acquire by deeds of picty. 

Thus ends the forty-ninth chapter, the 
slaughter of Abhimanyu in the Abhimanyu- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER L. 


(ABHIM ANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


| Sanjaya said :— 


1. Thus having slain one of their hest 
warriors and having been afflicted with 
their shafts and Vatican with bload, we 
returned to our quarters in the evening. . 

2. Gazed at by the foe and nearly*sense- 
less and overpowered with fatigue,” we.then, 
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O mighty monarch, slowly left the field of 
battle. 


3. Then approached that wonderful 
hour, that joining between the day and the 
night, harbingered by the inauspicious 
yells ‘of the jackals; and the sun “then 
assuming the pale-red tint of the” lotus- 
filaments, went down below the horizon, 
having neared the Western hills. 


4. ‘Then the sun robbed the radiance of 
of our excellent swords, lances, scimitars, 
car-lences, shields and ornaments; and 
causing the sky and the earth to assume the 
self-same hue, he then betook to his 
favourite shape of fire. 


The earth was then covered over 
with motionless carcasses of myriads of 
elephants, all lifeless, resembling the peaks 
of cloud-clapt hills cleft open by the bolt 
of Heaven, and with their banners and 
goads scattered about and their guides dis- 
lodged from their backs. 


6. The field of battle appeared beauti- 
ful with huge chariots splintered into pieces 
and with their warriors, drivers, ornaments, 
steeds, standards, streamers crushed, shat- 
tered and torn to pieces. Those cars then, 
O monarch, resembled animate beings de- 
prived of their vital breaths by the enemy 
with his arrows. 


7- Then the earth assumed a dreadful 
and repulsive aspect, being strewn over 
with numerous horses and their riders all 
lying dead, with precious housings and 
blankets of various kind scattered about, 
and in consequence of the tongues, teeth, 
entrails and eyes of those creatures being 
drawn out of their places. 


8. Men adorned with precious armours, 
ornaments and garments and weapons, 
deprived of life, lay prostrate on the field 
with slain horses and elephants and shatter- 
ed chariots, on the naked earth, totally 
helpless, although quite deserving of preci- 
ous blankets and beds. 


g. Greatly delighted dogs, jackals, and 
crows, and numerous other flesh-eating 
birds, and wolves and hyenas, and ravens 
and other blood-drinking animals, and 
various clans of Rakhasas, and large bodies 
of Pisachas, repairing to the field of battle, 


10o. Tore ‘open the corpses and 
drank their fat marrow and blood and 
then fell upon eating their flesh. They 
began also to drink the secretions of rotten 
corpses, while some of the Rakshasas laugh- 
ed terribly and dragged out dead bodies 
by thousands. 


Sx1—12. An awful river like the Vaita- 
yani itself difficult of being tided over, was 
created there by many best of car-warriors, 


| Its waters were formed by the bluod of slain 

creatures. Chariots formed the rafts on 
which to cross it; elephants constituted its 
rocks, and the heads of men formed its peb- 
bles. It was muddy with the flesh of slain 
elephants, men, and horses. Various kinds 
of weapons constituted the garlands floating 
onit. That dreadful current of blood flowed 


l through the middle of the field of battle 


carrying with it living being to the doleful 
abodes of Death. 

13. Drinking and eating in that stream 
numerous Pisachas of terrible and repulsive 
aspect rejoiced. Dogs and jackals and 
flesh eating birds, all partaking of the same 
food, and striking terror into the hearts of 
the living creatures held a great feast (on 





its banks). 


14. Then at the advent of night, looking 
upon that fierce field of battle that had in- 
-creased largely the population of Deaths 
regions, and that was infested with dancing 
headless trunks of soldiers, they slowly went 
away from it. 


15. Then as they left if, they saw the 
mighty car-warrior Abhimanyu,who resemb- 
led Indra himself, lying on the field of battle, 
with precious ornaments displaced and fall- 
ing off, and appearing like a sacrificial fire 
on the alter no longer fed by oblations of 
clarified butter. 


Thus ends the fiftieth chapter, the des- 
cription of the field of battle, in the Abhi- 
manyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
When th@t hero that leader of a car- 
division vis., Subhadra's son had been slain 
in battle, leaving their cars and doffing 


their coats of mail and throwing aside 
their bows, all the Pandavas, 


| 2s Sat surrounding king Yudhisthira. 

| They were then brooding upon their grief 
with their hearts occupied with the thought 
of the deceased son of Subhadra. 


3- Then upon the death of his brother’s 
son, the heroic and mighty car-warrior 
Abhimanyu, King Yudhisthira began to 
lament totally unmanned by grief. 


Yudhisthira said :— 


4. Desirous of doing an act agreeable 
to me, he (Abhimanyu) penetrated the 
array of Droma with the least difficulty, 
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like a lion penetrating into the midst of a 
herd of kine. 


5. Meeting with him in battle, fierce 
bowmen, endowed with heroism, accom- 
plished in the use of weapons, and in- 
capable of being easily defeated in battle, 
were compelled to turn back. 


“4.6. Our implacable enemy Dussasana 
“having encountered him in battle, was quick- 
ly compelled by his shafts to retreat, being 
nearly deprived of his senses. 


7. Having crossed the ocean-like host 
of Drona's troops difficult of being defeated, 
that nephew of Krishna was despatched to 
Death's mansion, upon encountering the 
son of Dussasana. 


8. Oh, now that Abhimanyu is slain, 
how shall I look upon Kunti’s son Arjuna 
or upon the auspicious Subhadra bereft 
of her that dear-loved son ! 


g. What meaningless, disjointed and in- 
coherent words shall we have to say to-day 
to both Hrishikesha and Dhananjaya ! - 


to. It is myself, desirous of my own 
good and intent on victory, that have done 


this injury to Subhadra, Arjuna and 
Keshava ! 
11. A covetous man never finds his own 


short-comings; and it is from folly, that 
covetousness proceeds. Desirous of collect- 
ing the honey, I could not see that such a 
fall threatened me. 


12. He who was a mere boy, and who 
should have been indulged with good food, 
conveyance, beds and ornaments, alas, even 
such a boy was placed by us in the thicx of 
battle ! 


13. Like a steed of spirited mettle that 
sacrifites, itself rather than obey the reins, 
how could that boy of tender yearsyunskilled 
in the modes of warfare reap gudd in such 
ã perilous situation ? 

14. Alas, after him, to-day we also shall 
lay ourselves down on the field of battle: 


being consumed by the glances of grief cast 
by Vibhatsu inflamed with, 


15. Arjuna is free from covetousness, 
intelligent, bashful, forbearing, handsome, 
powerful, endowed with well-developed 
limbs, respectful to the elders, heroic, 
arniable, and devoted to truth; 


16. The feats of that one of fierce deeds 
even the gods applaud ; that one of puissant 
energy slew the Nivatakavachas and also 
the Kalakeyas ; 


17. By him were the opponents of the 
great Indra, the dwellers of the golden 
Cities, vis. the Poulamas slain with their 
followers, within the twinkling of an eye ; 


I! 


ar 
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18. That lord gives assurance of safety 
to those who seek to be protected from their 
enemies. Alas, to-day, we have not been 
Competent through fear, to save the son 
even of that one! 


19. Surely a great fear has overtaken 
the mighty host of the son of Dhritarastra. 
Filled with rage at the slaughter of his 
son,the son of Pritha (Arjuna) without doubt 
extirpate the Kouravas. 


20. It is also evident that the mean- 
minded Duryodhana, having mean counsel- 
lors, that destroyer of his own partisans, 
seeing the destruction of his troops and 
overtaken by grief, shall give up his life. 


21. Beholding this son of Indra’s son 
endowed with unequalled energy and prow- 
ess fallen on the field of battle, neither 
victory, nor kingdom, nor immortality, nor 
equality of rank with the celestials, does 
afford me the least joy.” 


Thus ends the fifty-first chapter, 
lamentations of Yudhisthira, in 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


the 
the 


— 


CHAPTER LII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thus when the son of Kunti, king 
Yudhisthira, was indulging in lamentations, 
there came to him the mighty sage Krishna 
Dwaipayana. 

2. Then having duly worshipped him, 
Yudhisthira resumed his seat; and afflict- 
ed with grief at the death of his, brother's 
son, he then thus addressed the Rishi. 


Yudhisthira said :— : 

3. The son of Subhadra has been slain 
in battle when fighting with many, iby 
several fierce bowmen of vicious tendencies, 
who, mighty car-warriors as they were, sur- 
rounded him on all sides. 

4. That slayer of hostile heroes that son 
of Subhadra, was 2 mere child in years 
and in understanding. And he fought in 
battle against overwhelming numbers. ? 

5. During the course of the fight T said 
tolim “Open a passige, for us. Trenk 
penetrated into the hostile array, aoa then 
we could not follow him, prevented by the 
ruler of the Sindhus. Ay T: 
% 3 live by fghting shoul 
as Ter a E E But this battle 


eae enemy fought with Abhimanyu was 


an extremely unfair one. _ 


‘fa 


J. Itis this that burns me with the fire 
of grief, and draws tears of sorrow from 
my eyes. Brooding over, this thought I 
can not regain the tranquility of my mind. 


Sanjaya said :- 

~ $. Then the almighty Vyasa address- 
ing Yudhisthira who was thus bewailing 
and was unmanned by the force of his 
grief, spoke the following words. 


Vyasa said :— - 

9. O Yudhisthira, O son of superior 
wisdom, O son who are well-learnt in all 
the branches of knowledge, O foremost 
of the Bharatas, people of your stamp are 
never olandes ig seasons of calamity. 


` 1o.. This hero (Abhimanyu), this fore- 
maost of all male beings, has attained para- 
dise after having slain numerous enemies 
‘in battle and having achieved many feats 
not at all boy-like. 


--11. © Yudhisthira, this law (that created 
being shall die) can not be violated. O 
Bharata, Death takes away all,—Gods, 
anavas; and Gandharvas, (without excep- 
tien). 


Yudhisthira said :— 
12, These rulers of earth, all endued 
with great might, are now lying on the 


bare ground of the battle-field being slain 
and deprived of their senses. 


«ig. .Some. of them possessed strength | 


equal to..that of ten thousand elephants ; 
some, on the other hand, possessed the 
impetus and force of the very tempest. 
They have all been slain in battle by beings 
bf ‘their species and are all equal now. 


14. I do not see the slayer of these 
éreated beings in battle, (save one of their 
own class). They were possessed of prowess 


and endued with might and energy. 


15.. Alas even those who ‘entertained 
in their heart the hope of conquering one 
another in battle, are now lying slain 
deprived of their senses, in spite of all 
their wisdom. 


16. The significance of the word ‘Death’ 
has to-day been clearly brought home (to 
“our minds), as almost all these rulers of 
earth . possessed of fierce prowess, lie 
dead:on the field of battle. 


= 29. These herces having succumbed to 
their foes, are now lying motionless and 
shorn of their pride. Many princes in- 
flamed with wrath have fallen upon the fire 
of their antagonist’s anger. 


-.¥8. On this point a great doubt has taken 
sesion of me, namely,” whence has the 
word ‘‘dead'’ been derived.? Whose offspring 
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is Death? whence does it come; and wh 
does it take away creatures? .O you equal 
to a celestial, O grandsire; speak to me 
about all this.— 


Sanjaya said :— 
19. Then that illustrious sage spoke 
these comforting words to Yudhisthira, the 


son of Kunti, who had been questioning 
him in the above manner. 


Vyasa said :— 


20. On this subject, O monarch, an 
ancient story is cited as an example,—story 
that was related to Akampana by Narada, 


21. So far as I know, O king, Akam- 
pana, while in this world, was also afflicted 
with the overwhelming and unbearable 
grief caused by his son’s death. 


22. I shall now recount to you the ex» 
cellent story of the origin of Death. 
Hearing that story you shall be freed from 
grief and from the bondage of affection. 


23. Listen to me, O Sire, as I goon 
repeating that ancient story. This story 
is excellent, and enhances the period of life, 
and kills sorrow and bestows health. 


24. It is holy, capable of destroying 
large numbers of foes, and the most aus- 
picious of all auspicious things. Verily 
this story is like the study or recital of the 
Vedas themselves. 


25. Itshould, O king, be every morning 
listened to by those foremost of the twice- 
borns, who desire to obtain long-lived sons, 
sovereignty and their own welfare. 


26. In the Jays of yore during the Krita- 
Yuga, O Sire, there fived acertain king by 
name Akampana. Once ona time, on the 
field of battle, amongst his foes, he was on 
the point of succumbing to his enemies. 


27. Hehadason by name Hari, who 
was equal to Narayana himself in might ; 
he was exceedingly handsome, accomplished 
in the use of weapons, intelligent, powerful 
and equal to Sakra in battle. 


28. Surrounded by countless foes on the 
field of battle, he shot thousands of shafts 
at the warriors and elephants that encom- 
passed him. 


29. Having achieved many feats diffi- 
cult of being achieved, that aficter of foes, 
O Yudhisthira, was slain amidst his troops 
by his adversaries. 


30. Performing the funeral ceremonies 
of his son, king Akampana became puri- 
fied. But bewailing his son, day and night, 
he could not regain his peace of mind. 

gi. Then cognisant of his grief caused 
by the; death of his son, there came near 
him the celestial sage Narada himself. | 
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32. That monarch of illustrious qualities, 
beholding the sage come, worshipped him 
duly and then spoke to him these words. 


. And then that ruler of men spoke to 
the Rishi all that had happened, his defeat 
by his foes and the slaughter of his son by 
them. 


Akampana said:— 

34. My son of great energy and might 
équal to Indra or Vishnu himself m efful- 
gence, has been killed in battle by his nu- 
merous enemies, when engaged in fighting 
vigorously with them. 


35. But, O illustrious sage, who is this 
Death, what is his prowess, might and 
manliness? O foremost of intelligent beings, 
I desire to know the real 
all these questions. 


Vyasa said :— 

36. Having heard those words of his, 
the lord Narada, that bestower of boons, 
related this story that is capable of destroy- 
ing the great sorrow caused by the death 
of one’s son. 

37. Hear, O mighty-armed monarch, 
this fong story, exactly, O ruler of earth, as 
I myself have leard it. 

38. In the beginning of the creation, 
the Grandsire Brahma created all beings. 
Then that highly powerful one, seeing that 
the beings of his creation suffered no decay, 

39. Fell to thinking, O king, as to- how 
he should cause their destruction. Medi- 
tating long over the subject, he then failed 
fo find out any means of destruction, O 
ruler of earth. 

go. (Then he waxed wroth) ;gand incon- 
sequence of that wrath then, a "fire sprang 
out from the skies. That fire spread m all 
the quarters of heaven, and it began to con- 
sume all the regions of the universe. 

41. Thereat heaven, earth and the wel- 
kin, all became overspread with tongues of 
flame. And that Almighty lord then burat 
down the universe with its mobile and 
immobile creatures and objects. 

42. Then mobile and immobile, all 
creatures were annihilated. Verily the 
puissant Brahma did all this, frightening the 
worlds with the fierceness of his angers. 

43- Thereupon Hara, otherwise called 
Sthanu, wearing matted locks on his head, 
that Lord of all the night-rangers, sought 
shelter from the divine Brahma that fore- 
most of all gods. 

. Thus when Sthanu h 


Brahma’s feet) desirous of doin 
creatures, that highest divinity, 


ad fallen (at 
€ good to the 
the foremost 


truth about” 


&3 


f s ; z 
aalt asceties, burning with effulgerice 


45. What desire of yours shall we ful | 
O you that deserve to have all E 
gratified! O.son, you are born out-of oir 
will We shal nega ah all that is dear 

o` you. eak, S 
desire (to kS hanu, Shee 


Thus ends the fifty-second chapter, the 
consolation of Yudhisthira's grief, in the 
Abhimanyu-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LIII. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sthanu said :— 

1. O Lord, you did take great pains for 
creating various creatures. All these differ- 
ent sorts of beings have been created. and 
reared by you. 

2. Those very creatures are now being 
burnt down by the fire of your anger. See- 
ing their condition, I am filled with compas- 
sion; O Lord, O illustrious One, be merciful 
on them. 


Brahma said :— 

3. I had no desire for destroying the 
worlds. I wanted to leave them in peace; 
[ always desired the earth's welfare. But 
then anger took possession of me. 

4. ‘The goddess of earth, over-burdened 
with the heavy weight of creatures, always 
solicited me for destroying the beings cn her 
surface, O mighty God. 

Then though thinking in many ways; 
I could not find out the means for destroy- 
ing the infinite creation, At this, anger 


entered into me. 


Rudra said :— 
6. Be propitiated, O ruler of the universe, 
and do not cherish wrath: for the destruc- 
lion of creatures. Mo you not any longer. 
destroy the mobile and immobile creatures.. 

7. Through your grace, O almighty 
Lord, the universe is divided in three divi- 
sions, vis., the Past, the Present and the 
Future. Let it remain as it is; 

8. You have, O lord, blazed up in anger t 
from anger this fire has proceeded, and tha 
fire now consumes rocks, trees and rivers ; 

g. And all kinds of shrubs and grass. ` 
Verily that fire is blasting the mobile and 
immobile universe. : 


see 
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10. Behold the mobile and immobile 
universe reduced to ashes. Be propitiated, 
O almighty God! give not way to wrath. 
Even this boon do I beg. 


11. All created things, O Divine Being’ 
that belong to you, are being consumed ; 
therefore withdraw your energy, let it be 
quenched in your Swnself. 


12. Look at the creatures of your own 
‘reation, filled with a desire for doing 
ood to them all. Do that by which all these 
eings endued with life, may continue to 


iIve. 


13. Let not these beings with their 
prowess of propagation’ weakened, be ex- 
terminated. O Creator of the world, you 
have employed me to be their protector. 


14. O Lord of the universe, let not this 
mobile and immobile universe be destroyed. 
‘You are inclined to show mercy and it is 
for this reason that I now speak thus. 


Narada said :— 


15. Hearing these words (of Mahadeva) 
the Divine Brahma, desirous of accomplish- 
ing the good of the created beings, with- 
drew in his own inner self his anger that 
had been excited. 


16. Quenching that fire, the illustrious 
benefactor of the universe, the Supreme 
Lord, declared the duties of Production and 
Emancipation. 


17. When that high-souled god had thus 
extinguished that fire of his wrath, there 
came out from the various outlets of his 
sense-organs, a female figure. 


18. She was dark and red and tawny 
and her tongue, countenance and eyes were 
red, and she was adorned with two shining 
ear-rings and various other brilliant orna- 
ments. 


19. Coming out of his body, she be- 
took to the southern quarter, and she 
smilingly cast glances at those two lords of 
the universe. 


20. Then Brahma, that controller of the 
creation and destruction of the world, called 
her by the name of Death. And, O ruler 
of men, he said to her :—‘‘ Slay these beings 
of my creation. 


21. You are the offspring of the wrath 
I harboured forthe destruction of the uni- 
verse. Tterefore kill you all these creations 
including the learned and the idiot, 


22. At my own behest. Thus you shall 
attain your own good.’ Thus spoken to 
by him, that lady of lotus-like eyes, called 
oo Death,” x 


a3. Meditated for a long time, and then 
began to -wail aloud helplessly in plaintive 
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voice. Then the grandsire with two hands 
caught the tears that flowed from 
for the welfare of all creatures, and en- 
treated her in the following words. 


her eyas, 


Thus ends the fifty-third chapter, the story 


of the origin of Death in the Abhimanyu- 
budha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTERLIV. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA.) 
Continued. 


Narada said — 


1. ‘Then that helpless lady restraining 


her grief within herself, thus addressed the 
Jord of the people, with folded palms and 
bending like a creeper with humility, 


Death said :— 


2. O most eloquent of all speakers, how 


| shall I, created a female by you, do such 
heartless and mischievous deeds, knowing 
them at the same time to be so? 


3. I fearsin greatly; O illustrious lord, 


be propitious on me. Sons, friends, brothers, 
fathers and husbands are always dear to 
creatures. 


If they are destroyed by my hands, 


they that will incur the loss, shall endeavour 


to avenge themselves on me. It is thera 
that I fear. ‘Ihe drops of tears that will 
fall from the eyes of grief-stricken and 
bewailing persons, 


Fill me with terror. Thus affrighted, 
© illustrious Lord, 1 seek thy protection. 


O foremost of the celestials, O Divine 


Being, I will not go to Yama’s abode. 
6. O you that bestow boons, | do pro- 


pitiate you, by bending my head low, and 


by folding my hands, O Grandsire of the 
worlds, I desire the fulfilment of even this 


wish of mine at your hands. 


7. O Lord of the creation, I desire to 
carry on ascetic austerities through your 
grace. O great Lord, O divine being, 
accord me this boon, 


8. Permitted by you, I shall go to the 
excellent hermitage of Dhenuka, and the 
shall Į] practice ascetic austerities of the 
most severe sort, being engaged in wor- 
shipping yourself. 

O Lord of the celestials, I shall not 
be able to destroy the dear lives of living 
creatures, when they will weep in grief. 
Save me from unrighteousness. 


Brahma said :— 


to, You have been created, O Death, for 


Causing the destruction of creatures; g0: 
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‘destroy all the creatures; entertain no 
scruples whatsoevér, x 


tt. This must have happened and 
nothing could have prevented it. Carry 
out my command ; none in the world will 
find any fault with you. 


Narada said :— 


12, Thus spoken to, the lady became 
pleased, and she stood with her face turned 
towards the illustrious god. And out of 
desire for doing good to the creatures, she 
did not set her heart upon the destruction 
of creature. 


13. Then that Divinity, the Lord of the 
lords of creatures also remained silent 
for a while; and the grandsire soon became 
satisfied with his ownself. 


14. Then turning his eyes upon the 
creatures he smiled. ‘Phen the creatures 
lived cheerfully as before, undisturbed by 
premature death. 


15. When that invincible and illustrious 
divinity had cast his wrath off, that lady 
also went away from the presence of that 
intelligent being. 


16. Then without-having’ promised the 
westruction of creaturés, she went away, O 
king; and then Death hastily came -to 
Dhenuka. 

17. There she practised a vow excellent 
and greatly severe. There Site stood on one 
leg for sixteen times t billions ef years, 

18. And five times ten billions also, 
shtough éompassion for living-creatures and 
“through desire for doing them good, all 
the time withholding her senses from 
their dear objects. 


19. Once more, O monarch, she steod 
there on one leg for twenty one times ten 
billions of years. 


20. Then she roved for ten times ten 
thousand billions of years with the animals. 
Then once again repairing to the holy river 
Nanda that was full of cool and translucent 
water, 

She passed in those waters eight 


Practising austere penances 
she purged 


21. 
thousand years. 
on the banks of the Nanda, 
herself of all her sins. 


22. Then observant of her vows, she 
first visited the sacred Kousiki ; living 
upon air and water only, she practised 
penances there. 


then to Panchaganga and 
afterwards to Vetasa, that already-puri- 
fied lady, pulled her own body down by 
performing various kinds of asceticism, 


23. Going 


85 
(~ 
Mat To 

i 24. Repairing next to the Ganga and 
thence to the great Maru, she remained 
inert like a block of stone, devoting herself 


in the practice of Pranayama (suspension of 
breaths). {i 


25. From that place repairing to the 
crest of the Himavat Maucraineve erst in 
the days of yore, the gods had rmed 
their sacred sacrifices, that exte wt and 
auspicious damsel ciitip toe 
for a billion of years. Ws 


26. Thence .going to Puskara’ and 
Gokarna and Naimisha and Malaya, she 
pulled her health down by the practice of 
penances after her own choice. - 


27. Without worshipping any other god 
and with firm devotion to the Grandsire, 
she lived and propitiated him in every way 
and everywhere. 


28. Thereafter the undeteriorating Crea- 
tor of the universe, thus propitiated, spoke 
to her with a softened and joyful heart 
thus :— 


29. ‘O Death, what fer ase you under- 
going all these severe asce\ic penances ?” 
Thereat Death once more addressed the 
illustrious divinity, the Grandsire, saying :— 


30. “O God, 1 shall not ke able to de- 
stroy the living creatures. ‘They are all in 
the enjoyment of health and do not envy. 
one another. © Lord, even this is the 
boon that,I want at your hands, O master 
ofall, ~- Sues 


31. lam afraid of sin; and it is for this 
reason that | am engaged in the practice 
of ascetic _ austerities. O blessed Lord! 
vouchsafe assurances of eternal safety to 
me overwhelmed with terror. 


32. A woman by birth, helpless and 
sinless, I implore your mercy, be you my 
refuge.” Thereupon that Divinity possessed 
of the knowledge of the past, the present, 
ant the future thus spoke to her again. 

33. “In de&roying all these creatures, 
O` Death, yo shall reap no sin. My 
words, O handsome damsel, can never be 
false. 

34. Therefore, 
these four kinds of creatures. 
tue shall always be yours. 


Yama, the Regent of the worlds and 
the various maladies, shall help you in your 
work of destruction. Myself and the 
celestials also will bestow boons on you}; 


36—37. So that purged of all sins and 
perfectly purified, you shall attain glory.” 
Having been thus spoken to, O mighty 
monarch, she, with her palms folded, thus 
addressed the Lord, saluting him by bend- 
nig her head low.—"‘If, O lord, such be. 


stood en he 


Ò` blessed lady, destroy 
Eternal vir- 


86 


the state of things, and if it cannot do 


withor} ine, 


38. Then I place your behest upon my 
own head, However hear what l have to 
say. Let covetousness, anger, aniinosity 
malice, dissensions and folly and shameless- 
ness and other stern passions tear to pieces 
the frames of corporeal beings.” 


Brahma said :— 


39. Itshall be as you desire, O Death, 
Do you begin to destroy the creatures. 
No sin will hang on you; I shall not seek 
to injure you, O blessed damsel. 


4o. These tears of yours which I hold 
in my hands, even they will become mala- 
dies, starting into existence from the crea- 
tures themselves. They will destroy men 
whose life-time has been exhausted. No 
sin will hang on you. Do not be fright- 
ened. 


41—42. Verily sin shall not be yours. 
You shail be the righteousness of living 
creatures ; and the presiding deity of that 
tighteousnoss. Devoted to virtue and ob- 
servant of your duties, you shall control all 
creatures, ‘Therefore destroy always the 
lives of these corporeal creatures, Renounc- 
ing both desire and anger, snatch out the 
lives of all living creatures. In this way 
you shall secure eternal merit. Sin will 
destroy those who are vicious in their con- 
duct of life. 


43. Carrying out my command, purify 
yourself. The task of plunging those who 


are wicked, in their own sins, will be left to- 


you. ‘Therefore renounce desire and anger 
and begin destroying those creatures pouss- 
essed of life,” 


Narada said :— 


44. Thereafter that lady, seeing that 
she was persistently called by the name of 
Death, became aireid of acting otherwise. 
And in fear of Brohina'’s malediction, she 
said :—'Yea.’ Unable to set at nangnt the 
behests of Brahma, she began, renouncing 
wrath and desire, to deprive living creatures 
of their lives, when their last days came. 


45. Death is the lot of all living crea- 
tures. Maladies originate out of living 
creatures. Maladies are the abonormal 


conditions of living beings, and they are 
pained by them. Disease and death fall to 
the share of all creatures. Wherefore do 
you not indulge in fruitless grief. 


46. Upon the death of living creatures, 
their senses go with them; and achieving 
their respective functions (in the other world, 
they come back with their possessors, (when 
wey are born anew). Thus all creatures 





| of living creatures. 
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including the gods going thither, have to 
act like mortals, O best of all kings. 


47. The wind that is tremendous, of 
dreadful roars and great strength, omni- 
present and endowed with energy infinite, 
even that wind will tear open the bodies 
It will, in this action, 
put forth no active energy, nor will it sus- 
pend its workings. 


48. Even all the gods are qualified with 
the adjective mortal. Therefore, O fore- 
most of kings, do not bewail your son, 
Your son having ascended to heaven, is en- 
joying perpetual happiness, in those de- 
hyhttul regions allotted to the heroes. 


49, Renouncing all grief, he has obtained 
the fellowship of the virtuous. Death has 
been ordained for all corporeal beings by 
the Creator himself. So when their days are 
numbered, they suffer destruction. ‘The 
death of creatures is brought about by their 
ownselves. 


50. Creatures destroy themselves. Death 
does not destroy any one, armed though she 
is with the mortal dart. Therefore the 
wise, knowing death to be unavoidable 
being ordained by Brahma, never lament 
for those that are dead. Now knowing that 
death is ordained by the highest divinity, 
renounce, without delay, your sorrow for 
your son.” 


Vyasa said :— 


51. Having heard these words of grave 
signification uttered by Narada, king 
Akampana, addressing his friend Narada 
said. 


52. “O illustrious one, O foremost of the 
Rishis, lam gratified and my sorrow has 
left me. Hearing this story from you, I 
am contented and I salute you.” 


53- Thus spoken to by that monarch, 
Narada, that excellent of all the foremost 
sages, that celestial sage of immeasurable 


soul, speedily went back to the Nandana 
forest. 


54- Lhe frequent audition as well as the 
recital of this piece of history is held to be 
purifying, fame-giving, leading to para- 


dise, life-giving and fraught with all 
blessings. 
55- Having heard this instructive story, 


renounce your sorrow, O king Yudhisthira, 
you know the duties of a Kshatriya and 
the region they attain to after death. 


56. The mighty car-warrior Abhimanyu 
endued with great energy has ascended 
to heaven, having slain his enemies in 


battle, before the presence of all bow- 
men, 
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57. That mighty car-warrior, that fierce 
bowman, has been slain, when fighting, 
with swords, lances, maces and bows, 


58. Heisthe sinless son of the mioon 
and is now dissolved in the lunar essence. 
Therefore, O son of Pandu, mustering 
all your courage, yourself accompanied by 
your brothers, speedily march out for battle 
nflamed with wrath and without allowing 
your senses to become stupefied. 

Thus ends the fifty-fourth chapter, the 
colloquy between Death and the Lord of 
Creation, in the Abhimanyu-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


e—a 


CHAPTER LV. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Having heard of the origin of Death 
and her strange deeds, the very virtuous king 
Yudhisthira, once more humbly addressing 
Vyasa said these words :— 


Yudhisthira said :— 

2. In many blessed countries there wete 
many many monarchs, of virtuous deeds 
and of prowess equal to that of Sakra 
(indra) himself. O Brahman, they were 
royal sages, sinless, and lovers of truthful 
speech, ~ 

.4. Once again, do you address me in 
words of grave signification, and com- 
fort me with the story of the feats of those 
royal sages of ancient days. 

4. What was the amount of the sacrifi- 
cial gifts made by them? Who were those 
royal sages of high soul and virtuous prac- 
tices that made them? ‘Tell me. all this, 
O almighty Rishi! 


Vyasa said :— 
There lived in’ days gone by, a king 
known by the name of Srinjaya. He hada 
son who was named Swaitya 5 the sages 
Parvata and Narada were his friends. 

6. Once ona time desirous of an inter- 
view with him, the Rishis entered his palace. 
Being duly adored by him, they continued 
to live there happily. ; 

One day when Srinjaya was seate 
with the sages at his ease, his very beautiful 
daughter of pure smiles came to him. ,; 

8. Then saluted by that daughte 
he greeted her with benedictions, after hee 
own desire, when she was standing beside 


him. 


rof his, 4 
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9. Beholding that girl, Parvata smiling! 

said these words to Srinjaya :—" Wess 
daughter is this girl of restless glances and 
auspicious marks ? 


to: Is she the effulgerice of the solar 
orb or the blazing flame of Fire? Or is she 
Sri, or Hari, or Kirti or Dhriti, or Pushti; 
or Siddhi or the splendcur of -the moan ?” 

11. ‘Thereupon king Srinjaya reped to 
the celestial sage who spoke those words, 
thus:—"O Almighty Rishis, this damsel is 
my daughter and she solicits my blessings.’* 


Iz. Thereafter Narada addressed the 
king saying :—“ O monarch, if you desire to 
secure great good, give me this your 
daughter in marriage.” 


13 Filled with delight (at ‘the Rishi's 
proposal) Srinjaya said to arada :— I 
shall give her in matriage to you.” ‘There 
at the other sage Parvata excited with 
wrath, said these words to Natada. 


14. ‘You have accepted this girl for 
your wife, whom before you l had chosen in 
my heart to be my wife ; and because you 
have done this, you shall not, O Brahmana, 
goto heaven at your will.” 


1g. Thus spoken to, Narada said to him 
these words in reply :—‘‘ The husband's 
heart, his speech, the giver’s consent, the 
speeches of both of them, the actual gift 
made with the sprinkling of water, 


16. The mantras specified for holding 
the bride's hands,—these have been said 
to be the indications by which one becomes 
known as the husband of a damsel. But 
these ceremonials are not sufficient, the 
essential one being the walk for seven paces 
after the marriage. 


17- Without any provocation whatever, 
you have pronounced a curse on me. There- 
fore you also shall not go to heaven save in 
my company.” 

18—20. Thus having cursed each other 
those two sages continued to live there. 
Meanwhile Srinjaya, desirous of obtaining a 
son, and purifying himself, began to gratify 
the Vipras to the best of his resources, with , 
drinks, garments and foods. After a while, 
those Brahmanas devoted to the study of 
the Vedas, and acquainted with the contents 
of the scriptures and their various auxu- 
liaries, being gratified with the king, who 
desired to have a son, came in a body to 
Narada, and said to him;—* Give this 
king a son of the sort he desires.” 


21.. Thus spoken to by the regencrate 
sages, Narada said ‘Let it be so’; and then 
he addressed Srinjaya saying :—‘O royal 
sage, the Brahmanas have been gratified 
with you and they desire to bestow a son 
on you. 





22. Good betide you. Ask for the boon 
about the kind of the son you wish to 
have.’ Thus addressed, the king with 
folded palms, solicited the boon of getting 
a sonendued with all qualities, 


23. Famous, possessed of glory, highly 
energetic and subduer of all foes, whose 
urine, excreta, secretions and perspiration 
would be gold.” 


24. The king then obtained a son in due 
time who came.to be called Suvarnasthivi 
on earth, and through the virtue of that 
boon the child began to increase the wealth 
of his father beyond all limit. 


25. King Srinjaya then caused all ob- 
jects of his desire to be made of gold; and 
is houses and walls and fortresses and the 
residencies of the Brahmanas, 


26. His beds, conveyances, plates and 
all kinds of cups, saucers, &c., and the man- 
sior: he possessed, and all implements and 
utensils, domestic and otherwise, 


27. Were caused to be made of gold. 
In the course of time his treasure went on 
increasing. Then certain robbers hearing 
of the prince and seeing him to be such, 


28. Banded together and endeavoured 
to do mischief to the king. Some of them 
said, “ We shall seize the son of the king. 


29. He is the mine of gold of his father. 
Let us therefore try to seize him.” There- 
after those robbers, led by covetousness, 
entered the king’s palace ; 


30. And forcibly took away the young 
prince Suvarnasthivi; seizing him, and 
carrying him to the woods, those idiots 
not knowing what to do with him, 


31. Out of avarice slew him and cut 
him to pieces. But they found not any 
gold inside his frame. When that child 
was deprived of his life, all the gold conse- 
quent on the sages’ boon, disappeared. 


32. The robbers then, ignorant and 
‘idiotic as they were, slew one another ; for 
having slain that wonderful prince, they 
also met with their destruction. 


33. These robbers of wicked deed were 
lunged to an awful and unimaginable hell. 
Then beholding bis son obtained through 


a boon slain, that one of great asceticism, 
Dis., 


34- King Srinjaya began to lament 
Pee being afflicted with terrible grief. 

earing the king afflicted with grief caused 
by his son’s death thus lament, 


35- The celestial Rishi Narada revealed 
himself before the king. And he 
these words to the bewailing and woe- 
Stricken and senseless 3 


sacred Veda 


Srinjaya, we had to hear of the death of 
even Avikshita’s son Marutta. 


come to him. 


nitures of his sacrificial compound were 
made of gold. 


of that royal sage 
him were propitiated the dwellers of heaven 
with oblations of clarified butter ; grati@ed 
therewith, the gods, in their turn, increased 


that sovereign’s wealth of corn by profuse 
showers of rain. 





spoke 
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36. King Srinjaya. O Yudhisthira listen 


now to those words. 
Narada said :— 


You shall have to die, O Srinjaya, with 


many of your desires unfulfilled, 


37- Although we the 


reciters of 
live under 


your 


the 
roof. O 


38—40. Piqued with Vrihaspati, he had 


compelled even Samvarta himself to be a 
office-bearer in one of his great sacrifices, 
To that royal sage, the illustrious divinity 
(Mahadeva) had given wealth in the shape 
of a golden plateau of Himavat. 
with Marutta had accomplished numerous 
sacrifices. 
his sacrifices, various tribes of celestials, 
the creators of the world, accompanied by 


Theres 


After the accomplishment of 


Indra and headed by Vrihaspati, used to 
All the carpets and fur- 


41—43. At his sacrifices the twice-bora 


sects desirous of food all ateas it pleased 
them—food that was purified and suited 
to their tastes. Atall his sacrifices, milk and 
curds and clarified butter and honey and 
other kinds of drinks and edibles, all of the 
finest sort, and garments and ornaments 
precious and desirable, used to be given to 


Brahmanas thoroughly acquainted with the 


scriptures. The very gods became the dis- 
tributors of food in Marutta’s’pdlace. 


44—47. The Viswadevas werethe courtiers 
e son of Avikshita.. By 


He always contribut@l to 
the pleasure of the Rishis, the ancestral 
manes, and the celeStials, and thereby 
made them propitious, as also by practising 
Brahmacharyya, by the study of the Vedas, 
by observance of obsequial rites and by 
offering all kinds of gifts. His beds 
and carpets and conveyances and his vast 
treasures of gold difficult to be given away, 
in reality, all that yast amount of wealth of 
his, were voluntari! ly distributed among the 
Brahmanas. Indra himself wished him 
veil. His subjects were inade happy by 

im. 

48. Performing all acts through piety, 
he finally attained to the eternal regions 
of bliss acquired by his religious merit. With 


his children, counsellors wives, descendants, 
relatives, 


49—5Se. King Marutta, in the days oJ 
his youth, ruled his dominions for a thou- 
sand years, Wheneven such a monarch, 


unlimited quantity v 
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© Srinjaya, süperior to you in respect of the 
four cardinal virtues,and who,superior to you, 
was much more superior to your son, had to 
suffer death, do not lament for your son, 
saying ‘O Swaitya,’ who performed no sacri- 
fice and made no sacrificial presents. 

Thus ends the fifty-fifth chapter, the 


story of Swaitya, in the Abhimanyu-badha 
of the Drona Parva. A 





CHAPTER LVI. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)—~ 


Continued. 


Narada said :— 


1. O Srinjaya, we heard also of the 
death of king Suhotra, who was the ‘fore- 
most of all heroes, invincible and interview- 
ted by the gods themselves. 

2. Having obtained his kingdom by vir- 
tue, he used to question his Rittijwas, fami- 
ly priests, and Brahmanas about iis welfare 
and then used to live up to their instruc- 
‘tions. 





3: Knowinevintue to be identifed with 
the protection Öf his subjects, acts of charity 
and performance of sacrifices and the sub- 
jugatioa of foes, Suhotra desired the in- 
-crease of his wealth. 


4. Heworshipped the gods according to 
the ordinances of the holy texts, and con- 
quered his foes by means of his arrows. 
„He pleased all creatures with his own ex- 
celkent acquirenrents. 


5. During his time of rule, the Earth was 
freed from the depridation of Mlechchas 
and the forest-thieves, and the Parjannya 
showered gold throughout the whole year. 


6—7. In those days of his the rivers 
ran liquid gold, and were open to the use of 
everybody. Parjannya then poured on 
his kingdom large numbers of golden alli- 
gators, crabs and shes of various classes, 
and many other objects of desire ; the artifi- 
cial lakes of his dominions were full two 
miles long. 

8. Then king Suhotra beholding thou- 
sands of dwarfs,hunch-backs, alligators and 
sharks and tortoises, all made of gold, was 
greatly amazed. 

. That: royal sage, having performed 
a sacrifice in Kurujangala, gave away that 
f gold tothe Brahma- 
nas, even before the accomplishment of that 


' sacrifice. 


1o. Having celebrated a thousand horse- 
sacrifices, a hundred ayasuya sacrifices, 
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and, numerous other Kshatriya sacrifices, 
in all of which he gave away vast wealth as 
sacrificial presents, 


tt. And also having accomplished nu- 
merous daily rites from specific wishes, that 
king ultimately attained to a very desirable 
end. O Srinjaya, when even such a king 
suffered death, who was superior to you in 
all the.four virtues, : 

12. And so was superior to your son,— 
you should not lament for your son saying 
ʻO Swaitya’ who performed no sacrifice and 
gave away no sacrificial presents. 


Thus ends the fifty-sixth chapter, the story 


of Suhotra,in the Abhimanyu-badha of the 
Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER LVII, 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Narada said: — 

1. O Srinjaya, we also heard of the 
death of the hervic king Pourava, who gave 
away a thousand times thousand tiurses 
that were all white in colour. 

2. At the celebration of the horse-sacri- 
fice by him, the number of Brahinanas 
learned in the Sixsha and Aksharas that then 
presented themselves from different coun- 
tries, was indecd countless. 


These Bralmanas, purified. by. the 


Vedas, by learning, by the observance of 


vows, all of benevolent dispositions and of 
amiable features, received from the monarch 
gifts of such things as garments, horses, 
precious beeds, carpets and conveyances. 

4. They were always entertained by 
actors, dancers, ministrels perfectly accom- 
plished and well-acquainted with their 
respective arts, and engaged in sports and 
always striving for pleasing the former. 

5, At each of his sacrifices, in duc time, 
he used to give away as Dakshina, ven 
thousand elephants of golden effulyence, 
with their temporal juice tricaling down, 

%. And also golden chariots decked with 
standards and flags. He also used to give 
away as Dakshina a thousand times thou- 
sand damsels, all adroned with golden 
ornanients, 

7- And chariots, elephants and horses 
for mounting, and mansions and fields and 
hundreds of cows, and thousands of high- 
souled cattle-tenders all decked with chains 


of gold. People conversant with the hisiery 


of the past ayes sing this song, vis., 
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go 


sacrifice king Pourava 
as gifts kine with calves, having 
hoofs of silver and udders 
merous male and female 
and sheep. 


g. That in that 
gave away 
horns of gold, 
ef brass, as also nt 


slaves, *53€S, camels, 


10. Me also gave away as presents, 
diverse kinds of gems, and numerous piles 
of food and edibles, even before the accom- 
plishment of his sacrifices. 


11. That monarch of the Angas, ever 
devoted to the performance of sacrifice, 
celebrated many auspicious sacrifices suited 
to his order, one after another, according 
to their respective efficacy ; and these sacri- 
fices yielded all his objects of desire. 


12. O Srinjaya, 
suffered destruction, 
you in all his four ca 
So who was far superior to your Son, you 
should not lament for your son saying, Oh 
_Swaitya and should not grieve for his 
having performed no sacrifices and made 
no sacrificial presents. 

Thus ends the fift -seventh chapter, the 
story of king Pourava, in the Abhimanyu- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 


when even such a king 
who was superior to 
rdinal virtues and 





CHAPTERLVI?DE. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Narada Said:— 

1. We heard, O Srinja 
Sini, the son of Usinara, 
death, who had put, as it were, 
band round the entire earth. 


2. - Hemade the earth with her moun- 
tain and the islands and seas and forests 
yesound with the clatter of his car-wheels. 
‘That subduer of foes, v13., Sini himself, 
every day used to slay the foremost of his 
epponents. 


3. He celebrated various sacrifices atten- 
ded with profuse sacrificial presents ; that 
highly puissant and intelligent monarch 
acquired enormous quantity of wealth. 


In battle he came to be recognised 
as the head of all the Kshatriyas. Having 
brought the entire earth under his control, 
he performed many Horse-sacrifices, 


. Productive of great merit without any 
‘the least obstruction, giving away as sacri- 
ficial presents thousands and millions ot 
golden wikshas, numerous elephants, steeds, 
and other kinds of animals, large quantities 
of grain and countless deer, cows and 
sheep. : 


ya, that even 
had to suffer 
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a leathern - 
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6—9. And Sini also offered as a gift to the 
Brahmanas this earth consisting of various 
different kinds of soil. Indeed Usinara’s sow 
Sini gave away as presents as many kine as 
is the. number of rain drops showered any 
the earth, or the number ot stars in the fir- 
mament or the number of sand’ grains on 
the bed of the river Ganga, or the number 
of stones that compose the mount Meru, or 
the number of gems or aquatic animals in 
the ocean. ‘The Lord of creation has not 
come across or will not come across, in the 
past, the present or the future, another king 
competent to bear the burden that king 
Sini bore on his shoulders. Fhe saci ifices. 
celebrated by king Sini were numerous and 
attended with all sorts of rites. 


1o. In his sacrifices, the stakes, the car- 
pets, the horses, the walls and the arches 
were all made of gold. Edibles and drink 
suited to the taste and perfectly pure, were 
used to be supplied in abundance ; and the 
Brahmanas that came there were count- 
less., 

11. Viands and edibles of every discrip- 
tion were used to be distributed with agree- 
able words,(such as ‘take, accept’ &c.). There 
milk and curds used to be collected in lakes- 
of large dimensions. In his sacrificial com- 

ound, flowed rivers of di ink and stood hills 
of white edibles. y 


12. “Drink” “bathe” ‘eat’ and ‘do as 
you like”, these were the words that used 
to be heard there. Pleased with his deeds 
of piety, Rudra bestowed a boop on him, 
saying :— 

13. “As vou give away numerous presents, 
let your wealth, your c evotion, your renown, 
your meritorious deeds, the love that people 
cherish for you and the paradise that you 
shall attain to, let alk these of yours, be 
inexhaustible.” 


14. Having obtained even such a desira- 
ble boon, in due time, Sini had to go to 
heaven. O Srinjaya, even when such a 
king had to suffer death who was superior to 
you in respect of the four virtues, 


15., And consequently who was far more 
superior to your son, you should not lament 
for your son saying—O Swaitya—who per- 
formed no sacrifice and made no gifts. 

Thus ends the fifty-eighth chapter, the 


story of king Sint, tn the Abhimanytt- 
budha of the Drona Parva. 3 


| 
| 
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CHAPTER LIX. 
(ABHIMANYU BADHA PARVA)-— 


Continued. 


Narada said:— 


u QO Srinjaya, we heard that even Rama 
that son of Dasaratha, had to suffer death. 
His subjects were as much delighted with 
bim as a father is pleased with the sons of 
his own loins, 


2. In that one endowed with immea- 
surable energy, innumerable virtues resided. 
At the command of his father that undete- 
riorating one, for fourteen long years, 


_3- Lived in the woods with his wife and 
his younger, brother Lakshmana. While 
in the forest of Janasthana, that foremost of 
men slew Rakshasas, 


4. Fourteen thousand in number, for the 
protection of the ascetics. When he was 
living there, the Rakshasa, by name 
Ravana, 


. Stole away his wife, the princess of 
Videha, having deceived both himself and 
his follower Lakshmana. ‘hat soa of 
Poulasta invincible by his‘enemies who had 
injured him, Rama 

6. Slew in battle, being excited with 
‘rage, like the three-eyed Mahadeva slay- 
ing the demon Andhaka; that one (Ravana) 
incapable of being slain. by the celestials 
and the Asuras, that thorn in the sides of 
the Gods and Brahmanas, 

7. ‘Namely that descendant of Poulasta, 
the mighty-armed Rama slew in battle, 
with all his followers. In consequence of 
his showing mercy towards his subjects he 
used to be honoured by the celestials them- 
selves.. 

8. That one (Rama), served even by the 
Gods and the sages, filled the earth with 
his fame. Having acquired immeasurable 
kingdoms, he used to treat his subjects 
with kindness. 

g. Cherishing his subjects virtuously, 
that lord without any hindrance, accom- 
plished one hundred of that mighty sacrifice 
Aswamedha together with the sacrifice call- 
ed Faruthya. 

1o. He created great joy in Indra by 
pouring libations of clarified butter on the 
fire. And, O king, he celebrated many 
other kinds of sacrifice, all productive. of 
great religious merit. 


11. Rama conquered hunger and thirst. 


and he was beyond the influence of mala- 
dies that trouble the corporeal creation. 
He'was always attended with all kinds of 


Virtues, and burnt itghis. own energy: 





12. Indeed Rama, the son of Dasaratha 
surpassed in beauty all other created beings, 
The Rishis, the celestials, and the mortals 
all together 


13. Lived òn the face of the earth, when 
Rama ruled over the kingdoni. Then the 


lives of animate beings never terminated 
untimely, 


14. _ When Rama ruled his dominions, 
the vital breaths known as Prana, and 
Apana, and Sumana and others, all duly 
performed their functions, All splendour 
appeared to increase and evil portents were 
never seen. 


15. All his subjects then enjoyed length 
of days; men then were not taken away 
in the prime of their life. Whe denizens of 
heaven, highly satisfied, used to obtain, 
according to the (ordinances of the) four 
Vedas, 


16. Libations of clarified butter and 
other offerings of edibles presented by men. 
His dominions were not infested with gnats 
and flies, and they were fcee from snakes 
and other reptiles, 


17. Living creatures died not being 
drowned and prematurely ; fire did not con- 
sume anything then. ‘Uhen there were 
none, of vicious propensities, and covetous 
and ignorant. 


18. His subjects, belonging to all the four 
castes, were engaged inthe performance of 
righteous and desirable deeds. The Rakshas- 
as then, used to hinder the adoration of the 
Pitris in Janasthana. 


19. The Lord. Rama slaying them, 
caused the offerings and the adoration. to, 
be once more made to the ancestral mangs; 
and the gods. Men then became fathers of 
thousand sons and their duration of life- 
covered a thousand years. 


20. Then seniors in age had never tlre. 
misfortunes of performing the obsequies. o! 
their juniors. Youthful, of a dark blue 
complexion, of red eyeS, possessing the tread 
of an infuriate elephant, 

21—22. Having arms hanging down to 
the knees and of well-shape, of shoulders 
resembling those of the lion, and of great 
might, that delighter of the hearts of beings, 
namely Rama, ruled his kingdom for eleven’ 
thousand years. His subjects were then 
always occupied in talking about him, 


23. While Rama ruled his kingdom, the 
world became most charming and captiva- 
ting. At last, taking his subjects belong- 
ing to all the four orders with hin, Rama 
ascended to heaven, 


24. Having perpetuated. his. own. lina 
in eight separate dynasties of kings, When; 
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© Srinjaya, even such a king died who 
was superior to you in respect of the four 
cardinal virtues, 


25. Conseg¥ently, who was far more 
„Superior to STEN you should not lament 
for your son saying "O Swaitya’’ who per- 
formed no sacrifce and made no sacrificial 
presents. 


Thus ends the fifty-ninth chapter, 


_ story of Rama, in the Abhimanyu-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LX, 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA 
Continurd. 


PARYV A)— 


Narada srid :— 


1. O Srinjaya, we also heard that king 
Bhagiratha, fella prey to death, Bhagiratha 
who caused the banks of Ganga—called 
Bhagirathi after him—to be covered with 
flights of golden steps. 


z. We gave away to Brahmanas, kings 
and princes, a thousand times thousand 
damsels, all adorned with ornaments of 
gold. 


3 All those damsels were mounted on 
chariots; and to al] the chariots were har- 
nessed four steeds ; and again every chariot 
was atiended with a hundred elephants all 
decked with chains of gold. 


4. A thousand horses followed each king 
and after each horse, came a hundred cows 
and:after the cows came sheep and deer, 

-countless in number. 


5. Bhagratha gave away enormous gilts 
at his sacrifices in consequence of which, 
large used to be the concourse of people at 
them. Afflicted with the heavy burden of 
men, Ganga saying ‘protect me’, sat down 
upon his lap. 


6. ` And’because in the days of yore Gan- 
-ga sat on his łap, she,like Urvasi,came to be 
regarded as his daughter and was named 
after him. Then having become the kings 
daughter, she became his son (i.e. she 
rocured, like a son, -the salvation of his 
ancestors). ` 


`J. Gandharvas of melodious voice and 
solar effulgence, greatly pleased, sang this 
song in the hearing of the anscertral manes, 
the celestials and the hnman beings. 


-8.. Yhus,O Srinjaya, that Goddess name- 
ly the ocean-going Ganga, chose the Lord 
Bhagiratha that descendant of Ikshaku, that 
performer of sactefices with profuse gifts, to 


be her father. - 
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9. His sacrifices were always honoured by 
the presence of the celestials with Indra at 
their head. Removing all obstructions, the 

| Gods used to appropriate their respective 
| shares, and to facilitate those sacrifices in 
| every waye 


Jo. ‘That self-controlled king Bhagiratha 
| highly pleased used to give to the Brah- 


the | Manas all their objects of desire,vand all 


Urings that any one of the Brahmanas used 
toset his heart upon. 


11. He had nothing that he would have 
hesitated to give to the Brahmanas. Every 
one obtained from him everything he want- 
ed; that king also, through the grace of 


the Brahmanas, ascended to regions of 
Brahma. 
12, For the self-same object for which 


the sages living on the rays of the sun, 
used to dance attendance upon the Sun, for 
that very object they used to wait upon the 


Lord Bhagiratha, that ornament of the three 
worlds. 


13. When, O Srinjaya, even such aking 





had to suffer death, who was superior to 
you in respect of the four cardinal virtues and: 
consequently far superior to your son 
you should not Jament lor your son saying, 
—'Oh Swaitya’—who did not perform any 
sacrifice or make any sacrificial gift. 


Thus ends the sixtieth chapter, the story 


of Bhagtratha, in the Abhimanyu-badha of 
the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTERLXE. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA}—. 
Continued, : 


Narada Said :— 


1—3. We also heard, © Srinjaya, tha 
Dilipa the son of Hvala lad to suffer deaths 
In the celebration of his hundred sacrifices 
were present countless number of the twice- 
born ones acquainted with the knowledge of 
the reality about things, devoted to the 
performance of sacrifices and blessed with 
sons and grandsons. That king of the 
earth, celebrating various Sacrifices, offered 
this earth replete with treasures, to the 
Brahmanas as a gift. At all the sacrifices of 


king Diipa, the roads used to be constructed 
of gold. 


4 „Regarding him equal to Dharma 
himsel, the very Gods with Indra at their 
head, used to come to him. The upper and 


Pen ean his sacrificial stakes were ` 
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5, Partaking of his Raga-hnandavas, 
many people at his sacrifices used to lie 
down on the high-ways, The following 
thing seemed exceedingly wonderful and 
never occurred to any other king, viz., 


„6—7. That when Dilipa fought on waters, 
his car-wheels never sank below the surface. 


Those who saw king Dilipa, that steady | 


bovmen, always truthful and giving away 
profuse gifts at his sacrifices, succeeded in 
attaining paradise. In the mansion of Di- 
lipa otherwise called Khatuwanga, the fol- 
lowing five sortsof sounds were always te 
be heard, namely, i 


8. The sound of the recital of the Vedas, 
the twang of the bow, and the sound pro- 
duced by utterance of the words, Drink, 
Enjoy, and But. When even such a king, 
O Srinjaya, died, who was superior to you 
in respect of the four cardinal virtues, 





9. And consequently far superior to 
your son, you should not lament tor your 
son saying—'O Swaitya’—who did per- 
form no sacrifice and make no sacrificial 
presents. 

Thus ends the sixty-first chapter, the 
story of king Dilipa, in the Abhimanyu- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LXII 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Narada said :— 

1. O Srinjaya, we also heard that 
Wuvanaswa’'s son, king Mandhata, who van- 
quished the celestials, the Asuras, and the 
gods and the worlds, had to undergo death. 

2. The twin Aswins, (the celestial physi- 
cians) drew himn out of his fathers womb. 
Once on a time when out hunting, king 
Yuvanaswa became thirsty and his steed 
became exhausted. 

3. Seeing at adistance,a curl of smoke, 
the monarch (guided by it) reached a 
sacrificial compound, and he drank the 
sacrificial butter that lay scattered there. 
(Thereupon the monarch conceived). Then 
seeing the king quick with child, 

4. The two foremost of celestial physi- 
cians, the twin Aswins drew out the child 
from the kings womb. Then beholding the 
new-born babe of divine radiance lie on the 
lap of his father, 

ods spoke to one another say- 
oar won shall this child suck.’ Then 
Vasava said—‘Let this child suck, my fin- 


ger first.’ 
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6. Thereupon from the fingers of Indra 
nectareous milk flowed out. Because Indra 
had, out of compassion for the child, said 
‘Let him suck me,’ 


7—8. Therefore the celestials designa- 
ted him as Mandhatri. ‘Then streams of 
milk and clarified butter flowed into the 
mouth of Yuvanaswa's son from the finger 
of the high-souled Indra. fle then drank 
the nectar flowing from Indra's hand amt 
thus went on growing, 


g. In twelve days he became twelve cubits 
in Stature and was also endued with great 
prowess. And he conquered this extensive 
Earth in the course of a single day. 

10, Of rightous soul, endued with great 
intelligence and heroic and devoted to truth 
and of controlled passions, Mandhatri con- 
quered, through the force of his bow, Jana- 
menjaya, Sudhanwa, Jaya, Suna, Viiha- 
dratha, Asita and king Nigra. The hilt 
where the sun rises, and the hill where it 
scls, 








12. Allithe land lying between these two 
hills, is called the dominion of the king Man- 
dhatri, the son of Yuvanaswa. laving ac-. 
complished a hundred horse-sacrifices and 
a hundred Rajasuya sacrifices also, 


13 He gave away to the Brahmanas, O 
ruler of men, some Kviiita fish made of gold 
that were ten Yojanas in length and one 
Yojana in breadth. 


14. Piles of delicate and tasteful foods 
and edibles, after the Brahmanas had been 
entertained, were partaken of by other 
people, and greatly enhanced their joy. 


15. Enormous quantities of food, viands 
edibles and drinks and potion and piles of 
cooked rice were there and shone beautiful. 
Many rivers, having lakes of clarified 
butter, with various kinds of soup for their 
mud, curds for their froth, and honey for 
their water, looking charming and flowing 
in currents of milk and honey, wended 
round the mountains af solid edibles. Gods, 


| Asuras, men, Jakshas, Gandharvas, snakes, 


birds, 


17. And many Vipras, learned in the 
Vedas and their auxuliaries, came at his 
sacrifices. Among the Bralimanas and the 
sages who came there, there was none who 
was not learned. 


18. King Mandhatri having given away 
as gift the earth bounded by the ocean and 
replete with all sorts of wealth, to the 
Brahmanas, at last set like the sun it- 
self. « 

19: Then having filled the quarters with 
his tame,he repaired to the regions of righte- 
ous. Even when such aking, © Srinjaya, 
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died, who was superior to you in all the four 
cardinal qualities, 

20. And consequently much more supe- 
rior to your son—you should not lament for 
your son saying—'Oh Swaitya’—who per- 
formed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial 
gilts. 

Thus ends the sixty-second chapter, the 
story of Mandhatri, in the Abhimanyu- 
badhu of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXIII 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Narada said :— 


1. O Srinjaya, we heard also that Ya- 
yati, thẹ son of Nahusa, was carried away 
by Death. Having celebrated a hundred 
Rajasuya sacrifices, a hundred Horse-sacri- 
fices, 


-2. A thousand Pundarikas, a hundred 
Vajapeya sacrifices, a thousand Atiratra 
HR numerous Chaturymasya sacri- 
fices, 


3—4. Many Agnistomas and diverse other 
kind of sacrifices, all attended with the giving 
away of profuse Dukshinas, he gave unto 
the Brahmanas all the wealth on the face of 
Earth, belonging to the non-Brahmana sect, 
having at first taken an account of them all. 
He assisted the celestials when they and the 
Asuras stood ready for fight arraying 
themselves in battle order. 


5. He divided the Earth in four parts 
and gave her away to four persons. Ha- 
ving celebrated diverse sacrifices, and vir- 
tuously begotten excellent progeny on his 
wives, viz., 

6. Devayani, the daughter of Usanas, 
and Sarmistha, that god-like Yayati roamed 
in the woods of the celestials, 


7- At his own unrestrained pleasure, like 
a second Vasava (or Indra). .Versed in 
all the Vedas, when he found that he was 
not satiated with the indulgence of his 
desires, 

8. He repaired to the forest with his 
wives, having uttered this saying, ‘‘What- 
ever of paddy, wheat, gold, animals and 
women there are on the face of the Earth 

9. Are not sufficient for even one single 
man. Knowing such to be the fact, one 
should betake to contentment.” “Thus having 

_ venvunced all his desires, and cultivating 
cuntentment, 
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to. The Lord Yayati retired into the 
woods, having installed his son 
throne. O Srinjaya, when even 
had to suffer death, who was superior to you 
in respect of the four cardinal Virtues, 


Puru on the. 
sucha king 


11- And was consequently much more 
superior to your son, you should not lament 
for your son—crying—'O Swaitya’—who did 
not perform any sacrifice or offer any sacri- 
ficial presents. 


Thus ends the sixty-third chapter, the 


story of Yayati, in the Abhimanyu-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LXIV. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Narada said :— 


1. O Srinjaya, we heard that Nabhaga’s 
son Amvarisha, who, single-handed, fought 
a thousand times against thousand kings, 
was also carried away by Death. 


2. He simultaneously attacked his enemies 
who desired to obtain victory over him, who 
were accomplished in fighting with weapons 
and who had Assaulled him with fierce 
yells. 


3. Subduing them with his prowess and 
by the strength of his weapons, he cut off 
their umbrellas, weapons, standards and 
chariots, and deprived them of their lives. 
Thus he relieved himself of all his anxie- 
ties. 


4. Then desirous of saving their lives, 
those defeated, kings, putting off theircoats 
of mail implored the mercy of that com- 
passionate monarch and sought his protec- 
tion saying, ‘‘We surrender ourselves.” 


5. Thus having brought them under his 
control, and having conquered this world,he 
celebrated a hundred desirable sacrifices, 
in accordance with the ordinances of the 
Shastras, O sinless one. 


6. Atthose sacrifices of his, people par- 
took of edibles possessed of all delicate 
qualities. Therefore most of the Brahmanas 


were greatly gratified and were most excel- 
lently worshipped. 


7- Sweetmeats, Purikas, Pupas, Saskulis 
of excellent taste and large size, Karam- 
bhas, Prithumridikos, and various kinds of 
well-prepared edibles, 


8. Various sorts of Supas, Maireyas, 
Pupas, Ragakhandavas, and diverse king of 
confectionery, well-dressed, delicate, and 
Savoury, 
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9. And clarihed butter, and honey 
and milk and water and tasteful curds, ml 
fruits and esculent roots—these things were 
there eaten by the regenerate castes. 


lo. And men who were addicted to drink 
wines, drank, in proper time, various kinds 
of intoxicating drinks, for the sake of the 
pleasures they produced and then sang 
and played upon their musical instru- 
ments. 


11. Some perfectly toxicated sang songs, 
and were greatly delighted ; and some reeled 
on the ground ; some applauded the son of 
Nabhaga in panegyrics, and some danced 
in thousands. 


12. 


thousands of kings to the ten million priests 
engaged in his sacrifice. 

13—15. Having celebrated diverse sacrifi- 
ces the king gave unto the Brahmanas as sa- 


crificial presents numerous princes andkings į 
whose coronal locks had been purified by | 


the sacred bath, all furnished with golden 
armours, all having white umbrellas held 
over their heads, all mounted on golden 
chariots, vested in superb garments and 


having large retinues and all bearing their | 
1 


sceptres and possessing their treasuries. 
‘None amongst the men of olden times did, 
nor those to come will do, 


16. What king Amvarisha, profuse in 
his sacrificial presents, has done.’ Even thus 
did the mighty sages, gratified with him, 
applauded him. 

17. O Srinjaya, when even such a king 
who was superior in respect of the four cor- 
dinal virtues to you and consequently to 
your son, had to undergo death, you should 
not fament for your son who performed no 
sacrifices and made no sacrificial gifts, say- 
ing, ‘O Swaitya.’ i 

Thus ends the sixty-fourth chapter, the 
story of Amuarisha, in the Abhimanyu- 
badha cf the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LX V. 


(ABH IMANYU-BADHA PARV A)— 
Continued. 


Narada Said :— ; 
We also heard, O Srinjaya, that king 


1. 
Sasavindu, who was of great personal 
beauty and of prowess incapable of being 


repulsed, and whe performed numerous and 
diverse sacrifit es, had to undergo death. 

2. That one of illustrious soul had a 
hundred thousand wives; and each of these 
wives was blessed with a thousand sons. 


_ in those sacrifices, Amvarisha gave | 
as gifts the kingdoms of hundreds and | 
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| 3, All those princes were endowed with 
prowess; all of them performed ten millions 
of sacrifices each. Learned in the sacred 
scriptures, those royal heroes accomplished 
many excellent sacrifices. 


4  Allof them, (on occasions of battle) 
used to don golden coats of mail; and all 
| Were excellent bowmen. All tho e sons ef 


passunidy accomplished the Horse-sacri- 
ce. 


| 5. That foremost of kings, iheir father 
| gave them away to the Brahmanas as sac- 
| rificial pesents, at his own sacrifice. Each 
| of those princes was followed by hundreds 
[ee hundreds of car-warriors and ele- 
| 
| 
| 
Í 
l 
| 
l 


phants, 


6. And beautiful damsels adorned with 
ornaments of gold. With each damsel were 
| a hundred elephants and with each elephant 
a hundred charipts. 


7: With each car were a hundred horses 
adorned with chains of gold. And with each 
horse a thousand cows. With each cow 


were fifty goats. 


| 8. In that great Horse-sacrifice of his, he 
| gave away unlimited wealth. Aud in 
| other sacrifices also he gave away equal 
amount of gold &c. 


g. ‘There were piles of edibles, foods and 
confectionery of the height of two full miles. 
And when the Horse-sacrifice of the king 
was over, thirteen such piles remained (un- 
used). 


10. Having ruled for many years overt 
his kingdom, where the people were well- 
fed, satisfied, and free from diseases, aud 
Where all kinds of evils were rooted out, 
king Sasavindu ascended to Heaven. 


11. O Srinjaya, when even such a sove- 
reign, who was superior in respect of the 
four cardinal virtues to you and conse- 
| quently to your son, had to suffer death 
| you should not lament tor your son who 
| performed no sacrifices aud made no sacri- 
ficial gifts, saying ‘O Swaitya’. 

Thus ends the sixty-fifth chapter, the 
story of Sasavindu, in the Abhimanyu- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 











CHAPTER LXNVI. 


(ABHIMANYU-BADIIA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Narada said :— 
1. O Srinjaya, 
death of king Gaya, 
who for hundred years 


we also heard of the 
the son of Amurtarajas, 
lived only upon 


| remnants of the libations odered on fre. 
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2—3. Vhereat Agni offeted to bestow 
a boon on him; and thereupon Gaya asked 
for this boon saying,—''I desire to acquaint 
myself with the contents of the Vedas, 
through ascetic penances, observance of 
Brahmacharyya rites, vows and rules, and 
also through the grace of my preceptors. I 
also desire to acquire inexhaustible wealth 
without trangressing the duties of the order 
which I belong to, and without any injury to 
any one else. 


4. I desire also the boon, that every day 
1 may give away devoutly my wealth to the 
Brahhmanas. I wish also to beget sons upon 


females of my own order and not upon 
others. 


5. Let devotion be the ruling feeling of 
my heart when [ shall give away edibles ; 
let alsu my mind delight in the fountain 
of righteousness. Let, O Agni, no difficulty 
overtake me when I engage myself in the 
performance of pious deeds.” 


“It shall be so’’—saying this, the 
God of Fire, disappeared even there. ‘Then 
Gaya realising all those boons sought, 
began to obtain righteous victories over all 
his enemies. 


7. Then king Gaya celebrated for a full 
hundred years, various kinds of sacrilices 
with profuse Dukshinas, as also many other 
vows as Chaturmasya Xc. 


8. Every year, in a century, the king 
gave unto the Brahmanas, with due devo- 
tion, hundred thousand kine, ten thousand 
horses, 


9. And for several successive centuries 
he gave to the Brahmanas hundred thous- 
and Nrkshas and sixty-thousand kine, at the 
time of his rising. 


10. Under every (auspicious) conjunc- 
tion of the constellations, he gave away 
presents specified for those occasions. Verily 
the monarch performed various sacrifices 
like another Soma or another Angirash. 

11. Making the earth covered with gold 
„and with pebbles constituted by gems, he 
gave her away asa present to the Brahima- 
nas during the celebration of his great 
Horse-sacrifice. . 

12. In the sacrifices of Gaya, the stakes 
were miade of gold; and embossed with 
jewels, and precious, they delighted the 
hearts of all. ; 


13. Then Gaya gave to the delighted 
Vrahmanas and other creatures, those stakes 
and many other precious objects of desire. 


14. The various species of creatures in- 
habiting the oceans, the islands; the rivers 
male and female, the woods, forests, towns, 
kingdoms, the paradise and the sky, 
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15. And diverse other beings were gratia 
fied with the wealth and riches distributed 
at Gaya's sacrifice. They then said :;—= 
“There was no sacrifice like that celebrated 
by Gaya.” 


16—17. The sacrificial altar of Gaya 
was thirty yojanas long, twenty-six yojanas 
high; and it was covered with gold and 
strewn over with pearls and gems. He 
gave away this altar and many garments 
and ornaments to the Brahmanas. 


18. That liberal-handed monarch gave 
unto the Brahmanas other presents specified 
in the scriptures. When the sacrifice was 


completed, their remained twenty-five 
mountains of edibles and fvods, (un- 
touched.) 


19. And there also remained many lakes 
of potions and several streams of juicy 
drinks flowing charmingly, and many 
garments and ornaments, perfumes and 
and many princes (who were intended to be 
given away as presents) 

20. Through that great sacrifice of 
his, Gaya became well-known in the three 
worlds; and the eternal Banian tree and 
the holy Brahma-lake, owe their origin to 
hit sacrifice. : 

21. O Srinjaya, when even such a king, 
who was far superior in respect of the four 
cardinal virtues to you and consequently to 
your son, had to undergo death, you should 
notlament for your son who performed no 
sacrifice and made no sacrificial gilts—say - 
ing ‘O Swaitya.’ H 

Thus ends the sixly-sixth chapter, the 


story of Guya, tn the Abhimanyu-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


GIST AN IE APIO IR TE WATT T. 


(ABHIMAN YU-BADHA PAR VA)— 


Continued. 


Narada said :— 


r 1. O Srinjaya,‘ we heard also that Sau- 
ntis son Ratindeya, who had two hundred- 


thousand couks of high-soul, had to under- 
go death. 


2. These cooks of his, used to distribute 
ie a cooked food and vast amount of 
wealth, day and hight, to the Brahmanas 


that repaired to Ratindeva’s mansion ag 
guests. 


ns He gave away unto the Brahmanas 
Is wealth acquired through fair means. 


Having studied thé Vedas he subdued his 
foes in fair combats, : 
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4. Many were the animals that out of 
their own accard came, desirous of ascend- 
ing to Heaven, ta that one of regulated vows, 
who perfarmed sacrifices in accordance with 
the ardinances af the Shastras. 

5: A veritable river of secretions flowed 
from the piles of skins deposited in his kit- 
chen,—skjns that were taken off the bodies 
ef the animals sagrificed at his Agnihotra 
sacrifices, And the river thus caused came 
to be called Charmanwati. 


6. Ile always gave away golden Nikshas 
fo the Brahmanas saying “I give you Nik- 
ghas, | give you Nikshas.” 


7. “To you, to you’’, saying these words 
he gave thousands of Nikshas away to the 
Brahmanas. ‘Then again, comforting them, 
he gave them Nikshas. 


8. Having given away in the course of 
a single day, a Kotiof Nikshas, he used to 
say, “I have this day given away a very 
small number af coins”, thus thinking, he 
would again give away Nikshas. What 
ether person can giye away such enormous 
quantity of wealth? 

9. That king used ta give away wealth, 
thinking—''If | do not give wealth into the 
hands of the Brahmanas, great and ever- 
lasting serrow will surely fall in my 
share.” 

10. For a hundred years, twice a month, 
he gav2 away unto thousands of Brahmanas 


a golden bull each followed by a herd of ; 
hundred cows and eight hundred pieces of | 


Ntkshas. All the articles necessary for his 
Agnthotra sacrifice and for his other sacri- 
fices, 

12. He gave away tothe sages,—in¢lu- 
ding Karakas, and jars for water, and 
plates and dishes, and beds, carpets, con- 
veyances, palaces and dwelling houses, 

13. And various sorts of trees, and di- 
verse kinds of edibles and viands. All the 
utensils and articles of the intelligent Ratin- 
deva were made of gald, 

14. Seeing then the super-human pros- 


conversant with the history of past ages 
sang this song ;— 

15. ‘We have not-seen such vast trea- 
syres even in the mansion of Kuvera (the 
Plutus of Hindu mythology), what ta speak 
af the treasuries of men? 

16. Peaple then wonderingly used ta 
say:—"It is evident that the kingdom of 
Ratindeva, the son of Sankrita, is made of 
gold. On such nights when guests used to 
assemble in the mansion of Ratindeva, 

17. Twenty-one thousand cows used 
to fe sacrificed (for feeding them). And 


I 


| 


j 
| 
| 
Í 
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the cooks‘of the king, adorned with jewelled 
car-rings used to cry out (to the guests) 


| saying: — 


1a. “Drink as much soup as you can, 


| for there is not so much meat to-day as 


; there was the other day.” 








| in the course of one of his sacrifices. 


aes Whatever of 
gold Katindeva possessed, then, 


19. Was giyen away to the Brahmanas 
c The 
gods in person used to accept the libations 
of butter poured on the fire far them, 


20. And the ancestral manes used simi- 
larly to accept faod that was offered to them 
in proper time. The Brahmanas, the best 
of their sects, used to obtain from him all 
the objects of their desire. When, O Srin- 
jaya, even such a king had to underga 
Death, who was superior ta you in respect 
of the four cardinal virtues, 

21. And consequently was superior ta 
your son, you should not Jament for your 
son who performed no sacrifice and made 
no sacrificial gifts, saying—‘O Swaitya, Q 
Swaitya' : 

Thus ends the sixty-seuenth chapter, the 


| story of Ratindeva, tn the Abhimanyi-ba= 


dha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXVIII, 


(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Narada said :— 


1. O Srinjaya, we heard that Dushman- 
ta’s son Bharata, wha, when a child, per- 
formed in the woods many feats difficult of 
being performed by others, had alsq ta 


| suffer death. 


2. Possessed of great prowess, he used 
quickly to deprive the very lions armed with 
teeth and claws, of all their ferocity, and 
dragged them and baynd them at his awn 


erity of king Ratindeva, those that were | pleasure. 


3—4. Heusedto tame down the very 
tigers, more ferociays and mare ruthless than 
the lions. Seizing variaus beasts of prey 
and eyen prodigious elephants dyed with 
red chalk-solution, and hespattered with 
other liquid minerals, by their teeth and 
tusks, that highly powerful one ysed ta 
bring them to his subjection causing their 
throats to become parched up and campells 
ing them to fly away. 

5. Endued with great strength he ysed 
to drag down the mightiest of buffaloes, 
‘Through his prowess, he tamed lhundredgs of 
ferocious lions, 
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6. And power‘ul tigers, and horned 
rhinoceroses and otler animals, Binding 
them by their necks and twisting the ropes 
(around their necks) to an inch of their lives. 
he used to release them. 


7. For those feats of his, the regenerate 
sages residing there used to call lini Sarva- 
damana (or the subduer of all). But at 
last his mother forbade him do so, saying—- 
‘Do not torture animals thus,’ 


8. Possessed of great energy, he cele- 
brated a hundred Horse-sacrifices on the 
banks of the river Yamuna, three hundred 
such sacrifices on the banks of the Saraswati 
and faur hundred such on the bangs of the 
Ganges. 


9. Having accomplished all those sacri- 
fices he once more performed a thousand 
great Horse-sacrifices and a hundred such 
Kajasuya, in which he made profuse gifts 
to the Brahmanas. 


to. He performed also such other sacri- 
fices, as the Agnisthoma, the Atiratra, 
the Vektha, the Viswajit and thousands of 
Vajapeyas. 


11.—16. Then the royal son of Sakun- 
tala gratified the Brahmanas with the 
present of riches; then Bharata of illustri- 
ous fame gave ten thousand billions of coins 
made of the purest gold to Kanwa (who 
had reared his mother). The gods with 
Indra at their head, accompannied by the 
twice-born ones, coming to this sacrifices, 
set up his sacrificial stake made wholly of 
gold, and measuring hundred Vyamas in 
width. ‘The royal Bharata of magnani- 
mous soul, that conqueror of his foes, that 
sovereign. ever unsubdued by his enemies 
gave away unto the Bralimanas, charming 
steeds, elephants, and chariots, adorned 
with gold, and embessed with gems of the 
first water of all sorts, and camels and 
goats and sheep and male and female 
servants, wealth, grain, milch-cows with 
calves, and villages, houses: and fields, and 
garments of various kinds, countless in 
number. When, O Srinjaya, even such 
a king had to suffer death who was superior 
to you in respect to the four cardinal virtues, 


17- And consequently to your son, you 
should not lament for your son who perforny- 
ed no sacrifice and made no sacrificial 


gifts saying, —'O Svaitya’. 


Thus ends the sixty-eighth chapter, the 
story of Bharata in the Abhimanyu-badha 


of the Drona Parvo. 


— 


| 
| 
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CHEN PA IER EENI X, 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARV \— 
Coatinusd, 


Narada said :— 


1. We heard also, O Srinjaya, that 
Vena's son Prishu, who was installed 
as the emperor of the world by the mighty: 
sages on the celebration of his Rajasuya- 
sacrifice, had also to suffer death. 


2. Having vanquished all his foes with 
great efforts, he consolidated his empire, for 
which he came to be called Prithu (or the 
celebrated). He became a true Kshatriya, 
owing to his protecting his subjects from 
wounds and injuries. 


3. Beholding Vena’s son Prithu, his 
subjects said—We are delighted’ and in 
consequence of the affection of his subjects 
which he enjoyed, he came to be called Raja. 


4. The Earth yielded corn without being 
cultivated, and for Vena's son Prithu she 
fulfilled all his desires. The cows also 
yielded milk whenever desired, and every 
lotus-bud was filled with honey. 


5. The sacred Kusa grass were all 
made of gold and were delicate to the touch 
and otherwise delightful. The people uscd 
to wear cloths made of this grass and they 
used to lie down on beds composed of 
then 


6. Fruits, nectareous, tasteful and de- 
licate, then became their chief edible; and 
none went without food, 


7. In his kingdom men lived free from 
all diseases, their desires were all crowned 
with fruition, they entertained no fear. 
They lived on trees and in caves, as it 
pleased thum, 


g. His dominions and his cities were 
not divided into smaller sections and 
countries. “There his subjects lived delight- 
edly, as it suited their desire or convenience. 


g.. When king Prithu repaired to the 
sea, its waves become solidified. The very 
mountains opened a way for him, and his 
standard never broke (being obstructed 
by any thing). 

to. Him seated at his ease, the mighty 
trees of the forest, the gods of the moun- 
tains, the celestials, the Asuras, the men 
and the reptiles, the seven sages, the holy 
ascetics, the Gandharvas, the Apsaras, and 


it. The ancestral manes, approaching 
said these words :—“ You are our Emperor, 
you protect us from injuries, you are ever 
our delighter, saviour and father. 


12, Give us, O mighty monarch, O 
Master, the boons we desire to have—boops 
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through whose virtue we may live in h 
ness and plenty, for eternal years. 

13. Then 
prayers, 


appi- 


saying 


(teat 
Aus yea 
Vena's son 


Prithu 


Ajugava bow and several dreadful 


d arrows, | 
whose equals existed not; then thinking 
for a while, he addressed the Earth say- 
ing :— 

th, ‘Come, come, O Earth, quickly 


give these my subjects the milk they 
Good betide you; from the milk you shall 


shed, I desire to give my subjects the ! 


edibles they wish to have. 


The Earth said :— 


15. “O Hero, it behoves you to look 
upon.me as your own daughter.” 


Narada said :— 
Saying, “So be it,” 


Prithu, then arranged for (milking the 
E rth). 
16. Then the whole assemblage of crea- 


tures began to milk the Earth (successively). 
The mighty trees of the forest then first ap- 
proached her, desirous of milking her. 


17. There then stood the highly afféc- 
tionate Earth (as a cow), looking for a calf, 


to all their ' 
took up his ! 


desire. ! 


the self-controlled | d 
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24. The Rakshasas milking her, ina jar 
of unbaked Earth, obtained the power of 
disappearing at will. Their milker was 


asaya and Vrisadhwaja was their 
calf, 


. 

25. The Apsaras and the Gandharvas 
milked her of holy fragrance and received 
it in lotus-petals. Chaitraratha became 
their calf and the lord Viswaruchi became 
their milker, 


26. Tue ancestral manes milked her of 
' Swadhas in pots of silver. Vaivaswata 
became their calf and the Destroyer (Yama) 
himself became their milker, 


27. Thus was the Earth milked by that 
entire host of creatures, who obtained for 
milk all objects of their respective desire. 
; lhe very calves and the pots, with whose 
help they milked could be seen even to- 
ay. 

28. Then Vena's son, Prithu, possessed 
af prowess, celebrated various sacrifices, 
and he gratifted the hearts of creatures 


j with objects desired by them. 


29. The king caused all objects obtain- 
ing of the face of the Earth to be made of 
gold and on the occasion of his great Horse- 
sacrifice, he gave them away to the Brah- 





a milker and a pot wherein to keep the 
milk. Then the flowering Sala “tree be- 
came the calf, and the Plaksha became the | 
milker, 


18. Torn buds become the milk and the 
auspicious fig tree became the mill-pot. 
(Next the mountains appeared to milk her). 
The Eastern hill then became the calf, and 
the mighty Meru-mountain became the 
milkman. 

19. Jewels and precious stones and the | 
Osadhies became the milk 
became the milk-jar. Next the celestials 
became the milkers, and everything capable 
of imparting energy became the milk. 


Next the Asuras milked urine from 


| 


20. 
the Earth, in unbaked earthen jars. Dee- 
murdha (the two-headed) then became 


the milker and Virochana became the calf. 


21. Next the men milked her when pro- 
ducts of cultivation and crops became the 
milk ; the self-create Muni became the calf 
and Prithu the milker, on this occasion. 


22. Next the snakes milked her, and 
they received poison for milk in gourds. 
Dhritarastra became the milker and Tak- 
shaka became the calf. 

23. The’seven sages untiring in work, 
next milked her and obtained the know- 
ledge of the Supreme Brahma for the milk. 
Then Vrihaspati became the milker the 
Vedas became the milk-pot, and the Soma- 
rat became the calf. 


and the stones | 
| 


manas. 


30. The king caused sixty-six thou~ 
sands images of elephants to be made of 
gold, and he gave them away tothe Brah 
manas. 


31.. The entire Earth adorned with 
jewels and gems, the king caused to be 
covered over with gold and he then gave her 
away to the Brahmanas. 


32. When, O Srinjaya, even such a 
king, who was superior to you in respect of 
the four virtues and consequently much 
more superior to your son, you should not la- 
ment for your son who performed no sacri- 
fice and made no sacrificial gifts—saying, 
ʻO Swaitya’. 

Thus ends the sixty-ninth chapter, the 
story of Prithu, in the Abhimanyu-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LXX. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Narada said :— 


I. Even the heroic Rama that illustrious, 
ascetic adored by the heroes of the world, 
that son of Jamadagni,of great renown, died: 
with his desires unsatiated. 
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2. Making tis Earth abound in all ; penors, as also this eatth abounding in 
kinds of happiness, he caused the primaeval 


Yuga to set in. He was not perverted, 
having obtained excellent affluence. 


_ 3 Whe a calf belonging to him 
was stolen and when his father was 
slain by the Kshatriyas, he took a vow 


Saying that he would relieve the Earth 
of her burdeii of Kshatriyas: There- 


after he slew Kartaviryya who was never | 


before defeated in battle by his foes. 


4. Single-handed and with a single bow, | 


he vanquished and despatched to the abode 


of Death, four and sixty times ten thousand 
Kshatriyas. 


5. In that slaughter were inclided four- 
teen thousand iX<shatriyas all contemners 
of the Brahmanas. ‘hen again he slew 
many Kshatriyas of the Dantakrula coun- 
try. 

6. He slew athoisand Kshatriyas with 
his bludgeon, a thousand with his sword and 


a thousand of the Haihayas also by hanging 
them. 


7. Heroes with their chariots steeds 
and elépiialits, lay alain oi the field of bat- 
tle, by the intelligent son of Jamadagni, 
who had been exasperated by thè déath of 
his. father. 


_ 8. Then Rama slew with his axe ten 
thousand fslyatriyas. He then could not 
bear the hot words uttered by his enraged 
‘adversaries. 


g—11. When the twice-born sects ex- 
claimed saying ‘O Rama, the dedcetdant of 
Bhrigu’s race,’ then the puissant son of 
Jamadgni proceeding against the Kash- 
miras, the Daradas, the Kuntis, the Kshu- 
grakas, the Malavas, the Angas, the 

angas, the Kalingas, the Videha$, the 
Tamraliptakas, the Rakshovashas, the Vita- 
hotras, the Trigaritasand the Martikavartas 
the Sivis and other kingly races, thousands 
in number, inhabiting various countries, slew 
them all with his arrows of exceeding 
sharpness. 


12—13. Going fròm country to country, 
he slew thousands and crores of Kshatriyas 
creating a deluge of blood and filling many 
lakes with it, which was as red as Indra 
‘Gopakas or the wild frait knoWh as Vandhu- 
jiva,—and_ also. bringing ‘under his sway 
all the eighteen division òf ‘the earth, that 
‘descendant of ‘Bhrigu’s race, 

14. Celebrated a hundred holy sacred 
sacrifices in which he gave away profuse 
‘sacrificial presents. ‘l'he sacrificial altar, 
full eighteen Nalas high and made entirely 
‘of gold and erected duly, 


15. And filled with diverse kinds of gems 
and jewels, and adoined with hundreds of 









domestic and Wild aniitial3, 


16.. Weté Atcepted by Kasyapa ay 
sacrificial resents offered to him by Raia 
the son of Jaitadagni. Rama also gave 
him mary howtsarids of > huge elephants 
adorned With) golden ornaments, 


iJ. Fréelng the earth from the robbers 
that infested her and making her full if 
innoceitt ard amiable people, Rama gave 
her aWay td Kasyapa at his great 


Horse- 
sacrifice. 


18. That lord, that hero having relieved 
the eatth, for twenty-one times, of her bur- 
deùs df the Ksliatriya population and have 
ing vélebrated a hundred sacrifices, gave 
Wer Away to the Brahmanas. 


ig. The earth with her seven grand 
divisións were bestowed by hint upon the 
twice-bédrn son of Maricha (Kasyapa). 
‘Then the latter addressed Rama saying :— 
“Go you outof this Earth, at my com- 
mand” 

20. Atthe words of Kasyapa, that best 
of warriors obedient to the Bralinanas’ 
command, caused, by the fall of his arrows, 
the very ocean to roll back ; 


21. Then going to the foremost of 
mountains, namely, the Mahendra moun- 
tain, he continued to live there. Even 
that enhancer of theglory of the Bhrigut 
race that one endowed With desirable quali- 
ties, 

22. Thatsonof Jamadagni, of illustri- 
ous renown, and great effulgence, had to 
die. Superior to you in respect to thé four 
virtues and also to your 30, even that one 
did die. 

23. Therefore you should not weep for 
your son, who performed ne sacrifice and 
made no sacrificial gifts. ‘These foremost 
and best of men, all superior to you in res- 
pect of the four virtues and in respect of 
many other meritorious qualities, had to 
suffer death, O Srinjaya. 

Thus ends the seventieth chapter, the 
story of Famadagni's son, in the Abhi- 
manyt-badha of the Drona Purva. 


CHAPTER LXXI. 
(ABHIMANYU-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Vyasa said :— 


1. Having heard these holy stories of 
the sixteen kings, capable of enhancing the 
duration of the listener's life, king Srinjay4 


said nothing and remained silent for a 
while. 
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2. Then ‘to him thus sitting silent, the 
‘almighty sage Narada said:—"O you of 
reat eftulyence, you have heard the stories 
Wust now related by me, and have compre- 
‘tended their signification, 


_ 3-. Or are all these lost on you, like a 
Sradha ‘performed by a twice-born dhe 
having a female otf the Sudra caste for his 
wife.” Thus spoken to, Srinjaya replied to 
him with folded palms, saying :— 


4. O you rich in the wealth of asceticism, 
‘having heard these best and laudable stories 
‘of ancient royal sages, all of whom ceélebrated 
‘great sitcrifices with profuse presents unto 
the Brahmanas, 


5. All my sorrow have been driven away 
by wonder, like darkness being dispelled by 
‘the radiance of the sun. I have now been 
purged of all my sins; and I do not feel 
any pain now. ‘Tell me what shall 1 do. 


Narada said :— 


6. It is through good lack that your 
sorrow has been dispelled. Ask you the 
boon that your heart craves for; you will 
get whatever you may seek to have. We 
‘never speak falsehood, 

Srinjaya said:— 

We I am contented even withthis, vis., 
‘that you, O holy sage, are pleased with me. 
‘That person with whom you are pleased, 
© you holy one, has nothing inaccessible 
‘to hith. 

Narada said :— 

8. I will once again give you back your 
son, who was to no purpose slain by the rob- 
"bers, ‘like ah animal immolated in a sacri- 
fice, I shall take him out of the terrible hell. 


Vyasa said :— 

g. ‘then the son ‘of Srinjaya of wonder- 
ful splendour, ‘resembling the son of 
Kuvera, appeared there, bestowed ‘on his 
‘bereaved father, by the qualified sage. 

10. Then king Srinjaya once more 
obtaining the sight of his son became highly 
delighted. He then gave away numerous 
merit-giving sacrificial gifts upon their 
accomplishment of his yaynas. 

‘tı. The life-mission of 
son was not fulfilled. e 
‘no sacrifices and had begets ‘no rogehy. 
Destitute ‘Uf bravery, he perished miSer- 
‘ably, ‘and ndt'in battle. For this reason he 
could be brought 'badk into life. 

12. As regiis Abhimanyu, he was coura- 
geous and brave. ‘He has fulfilled the 
mission of his life; for, the brave son of 
Subhadra having scorched ‘His enemies by 
thousands, had passed away, falling on the 
field of battle. 


Stinjaya’s 


He had performed . 


qot 


13. Those eternal regions that are at 
tained through the performance of Brahma» 
| charyya Vows, through knowledge, añ 
acqtaintartce with the scriptures, through 
foremost ot sadrifices,—even those regions 
have been obtained by your son. 


14. Men possessed of knowledge always 
| desire to attain to heaven by their perfor- 
manée'df deeds of piety. ‘hey who live in 
tteaven do 'not like this world. 

t5. ‘Therefore it is not easy 'to find out 
l-any desirable'thing that might have been 
anattained by him, that might bring back 
|'into this world Arjuna’s son slain in battle, 
; and ‘now ‘dwelling in heaven, 


16. Your son has ascended to those 
'regions, the eternal goal of Yogins who con- 
template with their eyes shut, or by perfor- 
mers of illustrious sacrifices or by people 
possessed of great ascetic merit. 


17. Having attained anew figure after 
death, that hero is shining like a monarch 
ia his own immortal radiance. , Verily 
Abhimanyu has once more assumed his own 
body composed of the essence of the moon 
that is desired by all ‘twice-born ones. 
Therefore you should not weep for him. 


18. Acquainted with these facts, com- 
pose yourself and slay your enemies. Muster 
| courage, O you sinless ‘one, it is the 
living beings who want ùs to grieve for 
‘them and not they who have ascended to 
heaven. 


19. O king, his sins go on increasing, 
for whom the living mourn, For this 
reason, the wise, renouncing grief, exert 
‘themselves for'the benefit of the dead {i.e:, 
their souls) 


20. ‘The living man should think of the 
joy, the glory and the happiness of the 
dead. Acquainted with truth, the wise 
never harbour grief, for grief is nothing 
mare or less than grief. 


21. Know this as truth; rise up, gird ‘ti 
your loins; do not lament, you ‘have hear 
of the origin of the Death, and of her un- 
equalled penances, 





22. As also of her equality of conduct 
towards all creatures. You have heard 
that prosperity & unsteady ; you have also 
‘heard as how the dead son of Srinjaya 
was brought back to'life. 


23. O foremost of learned monarchs, da 
not lament. May you enjoy peace,| depart,” 
Sanjaya said :— 

Having thus spoken, the sacked Rishi 
Vyasa disappeared even there. 


24. ‘Upon the disappearance of tha 
‘eloquent speaker, that foremost of all in_ 
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tellizent heings, vig., the holy Vyasa whose 
colour was like that of the sky overspread 
with clouds, Yudhisthira having obtained 
consolation, 

25. In consequence of what he had 
heard about the sacrificial merit and pros- 
petity, of those great monarchs of ancient 
times endued witli energy equal to that of 
the great Indra himself, and all of whom 
had acquired wealth by virtuous means, 

26. Applauded them in his mind, and 
then became relieved of his sorrows. But 
once more, with a sorrowful heart he ask- 
ed himself saying—' What shall | say to 
Dhananjaya ?’ 

Thus ends the seventy-first chapter, the 
conclusion of the story of the sixteen 
Sovereigns, in the Abhimanyu-badha of 
the Drona Parva, 





CHAIFTER LXXII. 
PRATJINA PARVA. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When that dreadful day so fraught 
with the slaughter of creatures had passed 
away, and when the sun set, the auspicious 
shade of twilight began to spread itself. 


2—3. Then,O foremost of the Bharatas, 
when the troops of both the hosts had 
retired to their respective quarters, the ape- 
bannered Jishnu having slain the Samsap- 
taka hosts with his celestial weapons, pro- 
ceeded towards his pavilion mounted on 
that victorious chariot of his. As he went 
on, he asked Govinda, in a voice choked 
with tears. 5 


4. "Why, O Kesava, does my mind mjs- 
give and why does my speech falter? Evil 
pansa reveal themselves to me and my 
imbs are becoming weak, 


5. Thoughts, such as a calamity has be- 
fallen me, occupying my heart, does not 
leave it; on earth, in ail the directions, 
various dreadful portents affright nie. 


6. Various kinds of omens are being seen 
by me and they harbinger the happening 
of a calamity, May all things fare well 
with the king, my venerable Superior, and 
with his followers.” ` 


The son of Vasudeva said :— 


“4, It is evident that everything fares well 
with your brothers and his ministers. Do 
not give way to evil thoughts ; it is proba- 
ble, that some trivial calamity has taken 
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Sanjaya said :— 

8. Then those two heroes, having adored 
the evening twilight, proceeded on their car 
talking of the incidents of that day's battle 
so destructive of heroes, 


9. Thereafter having achieved feats 
difficult of being achieved, Arjuna and 
Vasudeva reached the Pandava encamp- 
ments, joyless and melancholy. 


to. Then that slayer of foes, Vibhatsu, 
beholding the camp in confusion, said to 
Krishna with a sorrowful keart :— 


Arjuna said :— 

11. O Jararddana, the auspicious drums 
are not beat to-day and their sound does 
not add to the din created by the trumpet- 
blasts and conch-blares. 


12—13. The melodious Venu is not 
played upon accompanied by claps ; aus- 
Picious songs, fraught with  praisés 
and delightful, are not sung in my 


troops to-day, by the ministrels and the 
bards, All warriors also, beholding me, 
are turning away with their faces cast 
down. 


14. Duly performing the ceremonies 
one after another, they do not come for- 
ward to salute me. Ó Madhava, is every 
thing well with all my brothers ? 


15. Seeing my own people distressed 
with sorrow, my mind does not obtain 
peace. Does everything fare well, O be- 
stower of honour, with the Panchala king or 
the ruler of the Viratas, 


19. Or with all of our warriors, O you 
of undeteriorating glory? Alas, to-day 
Subhadra’s son accompanied by his bro~ 
thers, does not come out, smiling and joyful 
to receive me returning from battle. 


Sanjaya said:— 
17. Thus talking to one another, they 
both entered into their encampments, and 


they beheld the Pandavas sit cheerless and 
with hearts distracted (with grief ). 


18. Then that hero. hearing the ape as 
a device on his banner, seeing his brother 
and sons (thus depressed), himself became 
melancholy, ‘Then not finding Subhadra’s 
son he spoke these words :— 


Arjuna said:— 


19. I see that th 
ances has truned 
Abhimanyu here, 


e colour of your counten- 
pale. I donot also see 
nor do you welcome me. 

20 I have also heard that Drona to-day 
arrayed his troops in the circular order. 
There is also none among you capable of 


penetrating into th, 7 : , 
Abhimanyu. o that array, save my boy 
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21. But 1 did iol teach hini the means 
of coming out of that array. Is it that you | 
made the boy enter the array of the 
enemy? . 


22. „Has tliat fierce bowman, that slayer 
of hostile heroes,namely,the son cf Subhadra, 
having penetrated into those numberless 
divisions of the enemy, been slain in 
battle ? 


23. ‘Vell me, Oh, how that hero poss- 
essed of mighty arms and is l eyes, who was 
born in our race, like a hon on the mountain 
breast, and who resembled Upendra him- 
self, has been slain in bauls? 


24. What warriors, urged on by their 
evil Destiny, ventured to slay that dear- 
loved son of Subhadra, that favourite of 
Droupadi and IXesava, who was always | 
fondly loved by my own moter (Kunti) ? 





25. How has that hero resembling the 
hiyh-souled Vrishni hero Kesava himself 
in prowess, genorosity and acquaintance 
with the Shastras, been slain in battle ? 


26. If to-day 1 do not see that hero | 
dearly loved by that daughter of Vrishni 
tace (Subhadra), and foridly brought up by 
myself, I shall be a guest of Death's abode. 


ends, of tender years, of eyes like thuse of a 
young gazelle graced with the tread of an 
infuriate elephant, resembling an uffshoot | 
of a Sala tree, 


28. Of sweet speeches attended with 
smiles, modest, ever ready tocarry out the 
behests of his venerables, achieving in tender 
years, feats wo! thy of mature age; sweet- 
spoken, free from animosity, 

29, Of mighty energy and prowess, of 
eyes resembling large lotus-petals, ever 
merciful towards his followers, self-possess- 
ed, never pursuing mean objects and men, 

o. Ever grateful, endued with the know- 
ledge of all things, unretreating and accon- 
plished in the use of all kinds of weapons, 
ever delighting in battle, and ever enian- 
cing the terror of his adversaries, 

31. Always intent on bringing about the 
welfare of his own party, ever desirous of 
seeing victory secured by his own sires, never 
striking first in battle, never daunted in 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

fight, | 
Oh! if, I do not see such a son of 


1 
| 
| 
27 Possessed of soft and curling hair- | 
| 
i 
| 
| 


2. 
me I shall carry me to the abode of Death. 
always counted 


In the tale of car-wacriors, 
with the mighty cac-warrlors, 
33: Possessed of mighty arms, of tender 
ears, one and a half times superior to me 
ia battle, always 2 favcrite of myself, 


Pradyumna and Kesava, 
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34- Oh, if f do not see that son of 
mine, I shall go to the tegion’ of Death, 
Graced with a beautiful nose and fore-head 
and eyés aiid eyebrows, and teeth and lips, 


35: Oh, without seeing that countenance 
of his, l shall enjoy no peace of mind: 
Delightful like the warlJing of a lyre; 
charwwitig and melodious like the voice of a 
cuckoo, 


36. Oh, without hearing that voice of | is 
what peace can my heart enjoy? His 
beauty thit was unequalled and scarce event 
among he heaven-dwelling gods, 

37. Oh, without beholding that beauty of 
his, what peace čan my heart enjoy? 
Skiliul in congratulating and welcoming 
others, obedient to the commands of his 
sires, 

38. İf Í do notsee that son of mine, what 
peace can my heart enjoy? Brought up iñ 
all luxtiry, always hervic and accustomed të 
lie on precious beds, 


He lies to-day on the bare earth 
like one helpless, though he is foremost of 
all who have others to look after them. He 
upon whom, when on his bed, the most 
beautiful women used to attend, 

fo. Oh! even he, his bodies muti- 


lated with shafts, has inauspicious 
jackals prowling over the field to attend 


i upon him to-day! He who formerly used 


to be awakened from his sleep by songsters, 
minisurels aud panegyrists, 

41. Oli! even he shall to-day be roused 
by the fierce yells of the beasts of preys 
‘hat auspicious and charming countenance 


| of his, worthy of being shaded by ub. e- 


llas, 

42. Shall to-day be soiled with the dust 
rising from the field of battle. Oh! my 
dear child, I, who was never satiated with 


į loosing at you, 


43. Alas | unfortunate that I am l have 


i been forcibly bereft of you by Death: 


Surely the mansion of Death, that goal of 
persons of pious deeds, 

44—45; ‘That delightful palace, has toż 
day been illumined by your splendour and 
so has been made highly charming by yot: 
Surely Yama, Varuna, Indra of huidred 


! sacrifices, and Kuvera, receiving your- 


selfas a welcome guest, are making pre= 
parations for worshipping you.” 
Sanjaya said :— 

‘Thus copiously lamenting like a trader 
whose ship has been broken, 

46. And being possessed by great grief 
Arjuna thus questioned Yudhisthira :-—O 
delighter of the Kurus, spreading a terrible, 
slaughter among the enemy's host, 
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47. Did my son ascend to heaven 
having fought with many foremost of men 
in battle? Surely fighting with many fore- 
most of men exerting carefully in battle, 
he, 


48. Simgle-handed and needing assis- 
tance, repeatedly thought of me! Afflicted 
by Karna and Drona and Kripa and others, 
with exceedingly sharp shafts, 


49. Of various shape and well-polished 
tips, my son of small strength must have 
repeatedly thought—'My father will surely 
rescue me from this difficulty.’’ 


go, I think, when thus thinking of me 
he was felled to ground by those ruthless 
warriors ; or it may be, that being begotten 
by myself and being the nephew of Madha- 
va, 


51. Being born out of Subhadra’s womb, 
He did not utter such exclamations. Surely 
my heart is made of the hardest adamant, 


52 In as mucl as, it does not burst 
open for my not seeing that one of mighty 
arms and red eyes. How could the 
fierce bowmen (of the lXourava) hosts, 
suthless and cruel, have sped their arrows 
capable of penetrating to the very vitals, 
at that boy of tender years, that son of 
mine and the nephew of Madhava? He of 
generous soul who everyday used to come 
out to receive me when | 


54. Returned after having slain my 
foes, will he not see me to-day ? Alas, he lies 
fowday prostrate on the field of battle 
weltering in his blood, 


_ 55—56. And enhancing the beauty of 
the earth with the splendour of his limbs 
and looking like the sun dropped from the 
firmament. | am indeed also destined to 
rieve for Subhadra who hearing that 
ee unretreating son has. been slain in 
battle, shall be struck with sorrow and shall 
give up her life? Oh! what will Subhadra 
say to me when she will not behold Abhi- 
manyu (her son)! 


57- Alas, what also shall I teli to Drou- 

di overwhelmed with great grief? Surely 

my heart is made of the hardest adamant, 
inas much as it will not be splintered into 


58. Thousand fragments when I shall 
behold my daughter-in-law (Abhimanyu’s 
wife), bewail, afflicted with the burden of her 
grief, I heard indeed the war-cries of the 
Dhartarastras, elated with pride. 


59 Krishna also heard Yuyutsu ad- 
monishing the heroes in the following 
- terms "O mighty car-warriors, not being 
able to defeat Vibhatsu, and slaying this 
boy of tender years, 
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_60. What, do you rejoice ?, O most un. 
righteous ones, now shall you feel the might 
of the son of Pandu, Having done an injury 
to Kesava and Arjuna in, battle, 


61. Why do you roar like lions in delights 
Verily your hour for grief bas come. ‘The 
fruits of your sinful acts, will sogn, overtake 
you all. a 


62. You have committed a heinous crime, 
not long will it delay in bearing the ripe. 
fruit for you!’ Having spoken to them 
(the enemy) thus, the highly intelligent son, 
of a Vaisya, 

63. Went away, leaving aside his weapons, 
and leaving the Mouravas with wrath and 
sorrow. Why, O Krishna, did you not tell 
me all this in the course of fight? I would 
then have burnt down all those cruel car- 
warriors of the enemy's, host.” 


64. Thereafter the son of Vasudeya,con- 
soling Pritha’s son (Arjuna) who over- 
whelmed with sorrow on account of his son, 
was exceedingly thoughtful, whose eyes 
were overflowing with tears, and who, in- 
deed, was afflicted by the grief generated 
by the slaughter of his son, 


65, Said to him :—‘‘Do you not give 
way to grief. This indeed is the inevitable 
fate of all those heroes who never think of 
retreating, 


66. Specially of the Kshatriyas who live 
by war. Of unretreating heroes fighting in 
battle, this, 


67. O foremost of intelligeat beings, has 
been specified to be the finale by those who, 
are conversant with the meanings of our 
sacred scriptures. Death in battle is the 
inevitable fate of heroes who do not fly 
away from the field. j 


68. Undoubtedly Abhimanyu has gone 
to the regions of those who perform pious 
deeds; and, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
eyen this is coveted by all heroes, vis., 


69. ‘Phat they may fall in battle facing 
their enemies. As regards Abhimanyu, hẹ, 
having slain in battle many heroic and 
mighty princes, 


72—71. Hath reaped that death in battle 
which is so much desired by the heroes, O 
foremost of men, do not lament. The 
ancient sages have specified this to be the 
enduring merit of the Kshatriyas, vis., their 
fall in battle. O foremost of the Bharatas, 
these your brothers are highly distressed, 

72. As also these monarchs and these 
your relatives, beholding you plunged in 
sorrow; O bestower of honour, do you 
console them with comforting speech. 


_ 13. Everything worthy of being known 
is known {o you. It behoves vou nat to 
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indulge in grief.” Thus consoled by Krish- 
na of wonderful deeds, the son of Pritha 


(Arjuna), 


_ 74. Said to all his brothers these.words 
in a voice choked with grief :— O lord of 
Barth, that mighty-armed one, that one 
possessed of eyes large lixe lotus petals, 


75-, Namely Abhimanyu, —how he fought, 
I desire to know ? You will see that, I will 
consume the enemy with their elephnats, 
chariots and steeds. 


76. I will consume in battle all those 
opponents of my son together with all their 
blood relations. You all are accomplished in 
the use of weapons and are even now armed 
with weapons ; 


77—78. How then could Subhadra’s son 
be slain in battle, even if it were the wielder 
of the thunder bolt whom he might have 
encountered? Alas, if I had known that the 
Pandavas and the Panchalas would be 
incompetent to protect my son in battle, 
myself would then have protected him. You 
were all then on your chariots and were 
shooting your arrows ; 


79. How could then Abhimanyu be slain 
by the enemy spreading havoc in your 
troops? Alas, you possess no manliness ! 
you have no prowess, 


80--81. Inasmuch as even before your 
very sight Abhimanju was felled in battle. 
It is better I should blame myself, since 
knowing you all to be cowards, sneaking 
and irresolute, I went away. Alas! are 
your armours, weapons, offensive and 
defensive, mere decorations of your 
persons? 3 

82. Are your eloquence mere empty 
words suited to an asscmbly anly? For, you 
all failed to protect my son.” Having 
spoken these words, Arjuna sat down, armed 
as he was with his bow and excellent 
sword. 


83. Then none was able to look at Vi- 
bhatsu who then resembled the enraged 
Destroyer, repeatedly drawing long and 
heavy sighs. 

84. Then his friends could not speak to 
Arjuna or look at him who was burning 
with the grief on account of his son's death 
and whose countenance was then over- 
flooded with tears. 

85. Except the son of Vasudeva or the 
eldest son of Pandu, none then ventured to 
speak to Arjuna. ‘These two (Yudhisthira 
and Krishna) were always agreeuble to 
Arjuna. 

86. These two were only competent to 
address him on all occasions, ! as 
muchas they were held in great veneration 
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and dear love. Then the king addressed 
the following words to that one possessed 
of eyes like| lotus petals, whose heart was 
then aching with the sorrow caused by the 
(untimely) demise of his son, and who was 
excited to the highest pitch of fury. 


; Thus ends the seventy-second chapter, 
the wrath of Arjuna, in the Pratijna of 
the Drona Parva. 


C HEAP PE Re EXO XSI le 


(PRATIJN.A PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Yudhisthira said :— 


1. When, O mighty-armed one, you 
had gone against the Samsaptaka hosts, 
the preceptor Drona exerted himself vigour- 
ously for capturing me. 


2. We then began to resist Drona and 
his troops arrayed in order on all sides, by 
dispensing off our troops and car divisions 
in counter array, and striving hard. 


3. Though he was thus resisted by many 
and though I was well protected, yet he 
began to smite us with agility, afflicting us 
with his sharp shafts. 

4. My troops then, thus afflicted b 
Drona, were not even able, in battle, to loo. 
at his divisions what to speak of the thought 
of breaking through them! 


5. Then we all, O sire, spoke to Subha- 
dhra’s son, who was unequalled in his 
prowess, saying;—‘O lerd, do you break 
through these divisions of the enemy,’ 

6. That highly puissant hero then thus 
urged on by ourselves, like a good horse, 
prepared himself to take that burden upon 
himself, however unbearable it might have 
been for him. 


7. Then that boy of tender years, endued 


| with energy and possessed of the knowledge 
| of weapons received from you, broke through 


that array, like Suparna entering into the 
ocean. 

8. Then we followed that hero in battle, 
that son of a daughter of the Satwata race, 
desirous of entering the hostile ranks even 
through the path hs then opened for us. 


. Then alas, O sire, the puny ruler of 
the Sindhus, king Jayadratha resisted us all, 
through the virtue of a boon received from 
the god Rudra (Mahadeva). 


10. Thereupon Drona, Kripa, Karna, 
Prona’s son, the king of the Kosalas, and 
{Xritavarman—these six Cat-warriors sur- 
rounded the son of Subhadra. 
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11. Thus surrounded by all those mighty | 
car-warriors in battle, that boy though , 
striking to the best of his abilities, was 
deprived of the use of his car, by the tre- 
mendous odds he was fighting against. 


12. Thus when Abhimanyu was deprived 
of the use of his car by those warriors, 
Dussasana's son, who himself was involved 
in great calastrophe,§ succeeded, as fate 


would have it, in making Abhimanyu see 
his end. 


13. Having slain thousands of men, 
steeds, car-warriors and tusked elephants 
and eight thousands car-warriors and nine 
hundred elephants, 


| 

| 

| 

14. Two thousands princes, and many. | 

other unknown heroes, and also having į 
despatched king’ Vrihadvala to Heaven, 


15. That one? of highly illust: 
through Destiny, altained his own end. 
Thus everything that now burns us with 
grief, has taken place. 


rious soul’ 


16. That foremost of men has also in 
this[way, ascended to paradise.” 


Sanjaya said:— 
Thus Arjuna hearing the word spoken 
by the virtuous king Yudhisthira, 


17. And saying, O my son | and sighing 
like a furnace, fell down on the earth in 
great distress. Then every one present, 
with melancholy countenances sat sur- 
rounding Dhananjaya ; 

18. And highly distre 
to gaze vacantly at one another with wink- 
less eyes. Then regaining his conscious- 
ness and burning with rage, the son of 
Vasava, 


19. Shivering a 
peatedly sighing, 


ssed they began 


s if with fever and re- 
and- squeezing his hands 
and drawing deep breaths, and with eyes 
flooded with tears, and rolling his eyes like 
one mad, said these words :— 


Arjuna said :— 

20. I tell you this for sooth that, to- 
morrow I will slay Jayadrath, provided that, 
atraid of being slain, he does not forsake 
the sons of Dhritarashtra, 


21: Or seek our refuge or that of 
Krishna the foremost of all male being or 
that of yourself, O monarch. I will surely 
slay Jayadratha to-morrow. 


‘Tomorrow will I slay Jayadratha who 
forgetting his friendship for me, has been 
doing good to the sons of Dhritarastra and 
who has become instrumental in bringing 
about the slaughter of my boy- 


22. 


23. Desirous of in 


protecting kim 
battle whosoever shal 


l fight with me, 





or for them that slay 
| them that slaughter the kine, 


1 will | gives them to one undeserving 
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cover him, O king, with my arrows, be he 
Drona himself or Kripa. 


24. © foremost of men, O best of heroes 
if I do not do to-morrow in baule what I 
promise to do, then let me not ever attain 
to the regions which the righteous attain 


' after death. 


25. ‘Those regions which are allotted to 
those who ravish their own mothers, to those 
who slay their fathers, who violate their 
preceptor’s beds and whe are malicious ; 


26. Those regions which are reserved for 
those who harbour hatred against the righ- 
teous, who speak maliciously of others, who 
appropriate the wealth entrusted with them, 
and who betray their trusts ; 


27. ‘Those regions that are for them who 
abuse others’ wives enjoyed by them before, 


Brahmanas or for 


28. Or for them that drink Payasas 
or eat food prepared from barley or 
herbs, or articles prepared from milk, 
sessamum and riceand Pupas and other 
kinds of cakes, or meat, without having 
first offered them to the gods,— 


29—31. Even those regions shall I attain 
to, if I do not slay Jayadratha, Those 
regions to which they go who contemn the 
Brahmanas devoted to the study of the 
Vedas, or otherwise deserving of venera- 
tion, or those that are senior in years, or 
these that are pious or those that are pre- 


| ceptors,—(even those region shall mine if | 


do not slay Jayadratha). That end which 
becomes theirs who touch the Brahmanas 
and the fire with their feet, that end which 
becomes theirs, who throw phlegm or ex- 
cretions on, and discharge urine in water, 
even that most miserable end shall be 


mine, if indeed 1 do not slay Jayadratha 
tomorrow. 


32. That end that overtakes him who 
bathes naked in water, or him who does 
not hospitably entertain a guest; that end 
that overtakes trem who accept bribes,speale 
falsehoods and deceive and cheat men ; 


33—34. That end that overtakes them 
who offend against their own souls, or who 
| falsely utter praises, that end that overtakes 
low wretches who eat sweetmeats before 
servants, sons and wives and dependents 
without giving them a share of them,—may 
that end also overtake me if I do not slay 
Jayadratha. 


35—37.. lhat end which overtakes the 
cruel-hearted wretch who without main- 
taining a pious and obedient protege casts 
him off, or him who without piving a deserv- 
ing neighbour the offerings in a Sraddha, | 
of them; that 
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end that overtakes them who accept in 
matriage Vrishalis ; that end which becomes 
his who ia lulges- in wine, his who contemus 
those that are worthy of veneration, or his 
who is ungrateful, or his who speaks evil of 
his brethren,—that end shall also soon over- 
take me if I do not shiy Jayadratha, 


38. The ends of all those wretched persons 
whom ] have not enumerated, as also of 
tøse whom I have here mentioned, shall 
soon overtake me, 

39. If, after this night passing away, 
I donot slay Jayadratha tomorrow. Now 
listen to another oath of mine. 


40. If to-morrow's sun 
succecd in slaving this sinful wretch, then 
even here shall I enter into a blazing fire. 


41. Asuras, and the celestials, mortals, 
winged creatures, 
manes, rangers of the night, Brahtmanical 
or celestials sages, the mobile and immo- 
bile things and beings, and what other 
things there may be on the face of the 
earth,—even all these will not be able to 
Erotect that foe of mine. 


42. If he enters the nether regions, or 
ascends to the skies, or repairs to the 
celestial regions or to the dominion of the 
Daityas, I will still, with a group of hundred, 
shafts, cut off the head of Abhimsnyu’s 
enemy, when this night passed away.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

43. Having spoken these words, Arjuna 
began to twang his bow with both his right 
and left arms. Rising above the voice of 
Arjuna, the sound of the twanging bow 
touched even the very heavens. 


44. When Arjuna had thus taken that j 


oath Janarddana blew the conch Pancha- 


jannya, and Phalguna also excited with 
rage blew his conch Devadatta. 
45. Then that conch Panchajannya 


being filled with the breath of the undete- 
riorating Krishna, emitted a loud sound and 
that sound then caused the universe, the 
nether regions, the heavens and the quarters 
O lord, to tremble, as if the end of-a Yuga 
had come. : 

46. ‘Then when the high-souled Arjuna 
had taken that oath, sounds of thousands 
of musical instruments an fierce war- 
cries, arose from the encampment of the 
Pandavas. 

Thus ends the seventy-third chapter, the 
oath of Arjuna, in the Pratijna of the 
Drona Parva. 





sets before I Í 


reptiles, or anscentral | 





CHAPTERLXXIYV. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continned. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Having heard the loud uprear crea- 
ted by the Pandavas desirous of victory, 
and ħaving ascertained through spies the 
Cause thereof, Jayadcatha then rose up. 


2. Witha heart confounded with grief, 
and overwhelmed with affliction, and like 
one sinking in an extensive and deep sea 
of sor:ow, 


3. Then that ruler of the Sindhus, having 
reflected for along while, Proceeded to the 
assembly of the. kings; there, before that 
assemblage of monarchs, expressing his 
gricf, 

4. And afraid of the father of Abhi- 
manyu, and overwhelmed with shame, hé 
spoke these words:—“He, who was be- 
gotten upon the wife of Pandu by the 
lustful Indra, 


5- That one of perverse intellect is desir- 
ous of despatching me to the abode of 
Death. Good be tide you all: I shall now go 
back tomy home out of a desire for saving 
my life. 

6. Or, O foremost of the Kshatriyas, 
do you all protect me with the power of 
your weapons; O heroes, the son of Pritha 
(Arjuna) seeks to slay me; do you give me 


«assurances of safety. 


7- Drona, Duryodhana, Kripa, Karna, 
the rulers of the Madras and the Valhikas 
and Dussasana and others,—these are com- 
petent to save even one who is seized by 
Death himself. 


8. Why then should not al! these rulers 
of earth, united tozather, be able to protect 
me, when [ am threatened by Phalguna 
who seeks to slay me? 


9. Having heard the rejoicings of the 
sons of Pandu, | am struck with fear, and 
O ruler of men, my limbs are loosing 
strength, like those of one on the verge 
of death. 


10. Without doubt, the wielder of the 
bow gandiva has promised te slay me; 
therefore it is that, the Pandavas are shout- 
ing with delight at a time when they should 
grieve. 


11. Even the Gandharvas, the Asuras 
the reptiles and the Rakshasas, can net 
dare baffle a vow of Arjuna, what to Speak 
of tke rulers of men? 


12. Therefore O foremost of men,do you 
all accord me year permission (to go home) ; 
may good betide you; I shall go concealed 
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and the Pandavas wiil not be able to detect 
me.” 


13. Him thus lamenting with a heart 
confounded with the burden of fear, king 
Duryodhana ever devoted to his own 
personal interests, said these words :— 


14. “O foremost among men, you 
should entertain no fear. What person, O 
best of men, can seek to slay you, when 


u stand in the midst of the Kshatriya 
eroes. 


15. Myself, Vikartana’s son 
Chitrasena, Vivinsati, Vurisravas, 
Salya, the invincible Vrishasena, 


16. Purumitra, Jaya, Voja, Sudakshina 
the ruler of the Kamvojas,the mighty armed 
Satyavrata, Vikarna and Durmukha, 


17. Dussasana, Suvahu, the ruler of the 
Kalingas with arms uplipted, Vindu and 
Anuvinda of Avanti, Drona and the son of 
Drona, Suvala’'s son, 


Karna, 
Sala, 


18. These and many other rulers of 
various countries, attended with all their 
troops, shall exert themselves in protecting 
you. Let the fever of fear be driven away 
from yonr mind. 


. 19. You also, O you of unrivalled efful- 
gence, are the foremost of all heroes; why 
then, O ruler of the Sindhus, do you enter- 
tain fear from the Pandavas. 


20. These ten and one Akshouhini of my 
troops shall strive their best for protecting 
yon Be not afraid, O ruler of the Sindhus. 

et fear be driven away from your heart,” 


‘Sanjaya said :— 


21. Thus comforted by your son Duryo- 
dhana, the ruler of the Sindhus, O king 
accompanied by the former, went that very 
night, to the camp of Drona. 


22. Then saluting Drona by touching 
his feet, and having bowed down to him, 
Jayadratha, O ruler of men, sat down with 


humility and then asked the following 
question. 


23. "Tell me, O illustrious one, the differ- 
ence between myself and Phalguna, as 
regards hitting the aim, hitting it froma 
distance, lightness of hands and the force 
of strokes. 


24. O preceptor, I want to know exactly 
the difference, as regards proficiency in 
arms, between myself and Arjuna. Say 
it to me truly.” 


Drona said :-- 


25. As regards teaching you and 
Arjuna, O sire, have both received an equal 
share. But through Joga, and hrough 
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the effects of hardship he had undergone 
he has become superior to yourself, i 


26. In battle, you sbould never enter 
tain any fear from Pritha'’s son Arjuna 


] am surely your protector, O sire, from all 
dangers. 


27. Even the very gods cannot obtain 
victory over him who is protected with the 
strength of my arms. I will (to-morrow) 
form such an array which Partha will never 
be able to reach the end of. : 


28. Therefore do you fight, and be not 
affraid in the least and observe (scrupu- 
lously) the duties of your order. O fore- 
most of car-warriors, do you follow the path 


chalked out by your fathers and grand- 
fathers. 


29. Having studied the various branches 
of knowledge, you have burnt due offerings 
on the fire, you have also celebrated various 
sacrifices ; death therefore should not be an 
object of apprehension to you. 


30. (On the other hand), if you die you 
shall attain to that good fortune so difficult 
of being attained by the vile men, vis., 
you shall ascend to those excellent regions 


that are acquired by the strength of our 
arms, 


31. The Kurus, the Pandavas, the 
Vrishnis and other men, and 1 and my 


son ;—think all these to be mortal and un- 
certain. 


32. One after another, destroyed by the 
powerful God of Death, we shall go to the 
regions of the departed, carrying with us 
the fruits of our respective actions. 


33- Those regions to which the ascetics 
repair through their observance of ascetic 
austerities, even those regions the heroic 


Kshatriyas attain,by the observance of their 
own duties.” 


34. Thus then was the ruler of the 
Sindhus comforted by the son of Bhara- 
dwaja. He then dismissed (from his heart) 
allfears of Partha (Arjuna), and set his 
heart upon battle. 


35- Thereupon, © ruler of men, your 
warriors were filled with delight,and the war- 
cries they then shouted out,became mingled 


with the terrible din of the musical instru- 
ments, 


Thus euds the seventy-fourth chapter 
the consolation given to Fayadratha, in the 
Pratijna of the Drona Parva. 


DRONA PARVA. 


CHAPTER LXXV. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. After the son of Pritha (Arjuna) had 
promised to slay the ruler of the Sindhus, 
the mighty-armed son of Vasudeva ad- 
dressed him saying :— 

2. “Only with the consent of your 
brothers (and without taking my advice), 
you have promised to slay the Sindhu k Ww, 
saying—'l will slav Jayadratha to-morrow.’ 
This has been an act of rashness. 


i} 


3. Without taking my advice previously, | 


you bave drawn down a heavy burden 
on your shoulders. Alas! how now shall we 
escape from being the butt of redicule of 
all men. 


4. I had deputed spies in the encamp- 
ment of the sons of Dhristarastra. Those 
spies, returning soon, furnished me with this 
information, viz. :— 


5- ʻO Lord, when you had vowed the | 


slaughter of the king of the Sindhus, they 
(the Kouravas) heard the war-cries mingled 
with din of musical instruments that then 
arose from our camp. 


6. ‘Terrified at that up-roar, the sons of 
Dhritarastra together with all their rela- 
tives and kinsmen, thought—‘ these shouts 
are not without due causes’ and they then 
waited (for what would ensue next). 


7. Then, O mighty-armed one, a great 
confused noise was created by the Kouravas 
and their elephants, steeds, infantry and the 
rattle of their car-wheels. 


8. ‘Having been apprised of the 
slaughter of Abhimanyu, Dhananjaya sorely 
distressed will surely, in wrath, come out in 
the night desirous of battle.’ Thinking even 


for battle. 


9. Thus when those vow-observing 
heroes were preparing for the battle, O you 
of eyes like lotus petals, they heard of the 
true vow you had taken for the slaughter 
of the Sindhu king. 


10, fThercat the counsellors of Suyo- 
dhana all became depressed at heart, and 
they then resembled weak animals struck 
with panic. Then king Jayadratha, 


11. The ruler of the Shindhus and the 
Souviras, sorely afflicted with grief, and 
melancholy, rose up, and with his ministers 
retired to his tent. 

12, Then in that time suitable for con- 


sultations, he consulted with them about 
the best remedial measure (against Arjuna 's 
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a And then repairing to the assembly 
ol kings he said these words to Suyodhana. 


vow). 


_ 13. " He is the slayer of my son, think- 
ing thus, to-morrow will Dhananjaya assault 


me. Inthe very midst of his troops, he has 
vowed to slay me. 


14. Neither the Gods, nor the Gan- 
dharvas, nor the Asuras, nor the reptiles 
hor the Rakshasas would venture to baffle 
that vow of Savyasachin (Arjuna), 


15. Do you all therefore protect me in 
battle. Let’ not Dhananjaya, placing his 
feet on your heads, succeeded in hitting 


his target. Let suitable arrangements be 
made, 


16. On the other hand, O delighter of 
the Kurus, if you do not uudertake to pro- 
tect me in battle, permit me, O king, to go 
back to my home.” 


17. Thus spoken to, Suyodhana hang 
down his head and became depressed at 
heart. And ascertaining Jayadratha to be 
greatly terrified, he began to meditate 
(silently). 

18. Then the ruler of the Shindhus see- 
ing Duryodhana sorely afflicted, softly 
spoke these words, intended to conduce to 
his own welfare and good. 


19. “l do not find any bowman among 
you who is equal to Arjuna in prowess, and 
who is capable of baffling the weapons of 
Arjuna in battle, with those of his own. 


20. What person would dare stand be~ 
fore Arjuna who is supported by the son 
of Vasudeva and who wields the Gandiva 
bow? Even Indra of hundred sacrifices will 
not venture to do so! 


21. It is said that the son of Pritha 
(Arjuna), on foot, fought with Almighty 


i h b they stood prepared | Maheswara himself in days gone by, on 
in the above manner, they stood prepa | 


the Himavat mountains. 


22. Being commissioned by the lord of 
the celestials, he slew on a single chariot 
thousands of Danavas inhabiting the golden 
city. 

23. That son of Kunti is now united 
with the intelligent son of Vasudeva. And 
l think that he is now competent to destroy 
the triune world, with even the immor- 
tals therein ! 

24. So, may it please you, l desire to 
have either your permission to go home, or 
to be protected by the high-souled Drona 
and his son, both endued with heroism.” 


25. O Arjuna, thus addressed the king 
himself entreated the preceptor to under- 
take to protect Jayadratha. All remedial 
measures have been adopted ; and chariots 
and steeds have been duly arranged, 
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26. Karna, Bhurisravas, the 
Drona, the invincible Vrishasena, Kripa. 
and the ruler of the Madras these six warriors 
will station themselves in 
array, | 

27. Drona has formed an array, hall | 
of which figures a car and halt a lotus; 
inside that array there has been formed a | 
minor array of the shape of an wedge, | 
yeecratha wili stand in the middle of the 
otus-like array and by the side of the other 
array. 

28. There will the invincible king of the 
Sindhus stand, being protected by those 
herocs. In handling the bow and other 
weapons, in prowess, in might and in their 
high extiaction, 


29. These six warriors, O Partha, are 
surely exceedingly difficult of being borne 
down, Without first vanquishing these six 


the van of their | 


car-wariiois, you cannot hope to reach 
Jayadratha. 
go. ‘Think of the respective prowess 


of these six warriors. © foremost of men, 
when united together, they cannot be easily 


defeated. 


31. Let us once again hold consultation 
with those versed in the use of weapons and 
with our own ministers and friends, to 
settle the course of action that should be 
adopted for our well-being and for the 
fruition of our aims. 


Thus ends the seventy-fifth chapter, the 
counsel of Krishna, in the Pratijna cf the 
Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER LXXVI. 
(PRATIJNA PARY A)—Continued. 


Arjuna said :— 

1. Those six car-warriors of the Dharta- 
rastra host whom you>consider to be 
superior to me in strength, I think their 
prowess is not even equil to half that of 
mine. 


2. You will see, Oslayer of Madhu, the 
weapons ofall these heroes cut cif by those 
ot mine, when, desirous of slaying Jaya- 
dratha, I shall encounter them. 


3. Before the eyes of Drona and before 
his bewailing followers, I will fell down on 
earth the head of the ruler of the Sindhus, 


4. Even if the Saddhyas, the Rudras, 
tie Vasus together with the twin Aswins, 
the Marutas with Indra, the Viswadevas, 
and the mighty gods, 


5. The ancestral manes, and the Gan- 
dhaivas and Suparna and the Oceans, the 


son of} mountains, the firmament, Heaven 
, 


; Madhu, 


| slain by my arrows in battle. 
| l swear by 


i] 
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; Kai 
the quarters and their regents, auth 


6. The domestic and the wild animals 
and all the mobile and imobile beings unger 
together—even if all these become the pro- 
tector of the Sindu king, O slayer of 


7. Still you shall behold him to-morrow 
O Krishna, 


troth touching my 


and 


my 


weapons, 
8. That, O Kesava, at the very first ins- 
tance, | shall proceed against that Drona 


that fierce bowman who had undertaken to 
protect the sinful Jayadratha. 


9. King Suyodhana considers this battle 
asa game depending on 


the dice identi- 
fied with Drona himself. 


Therefore, 


5 nul pene- 
trating through the divisions of Drona 
himself, I shall reach the king of the 
Sindhus. 

10. Tomorrow you shall behold the 


mighty bowmen (of the enemy’s host), rent 
open by me with Narachas of fieree energy, 
like the crests of the mountains cleft open 
by the bolt of Heaven. 


11. Blood shall flow out copiously from 
the bodies of men, elephants and steeds, 
rent open and fallen on the ground, being 
struch with my whetted shafts. 


12. Arrows shot from the bow Gandiva 
and resembling in speed the speed of mind 
or the wind itself, shall, by thousands, de- 
prive men, horses, and elephants of their 
lives and limbs. 


13. In to-morrow’s battle, men will see 
those terrible weapons displayed by me 
which I have secured from Yama, Kuvera, 
Varuna, Indra, and Rudra. 


14. In to-morrow’s fight you will see the 
weapons of those that will come to protect 


the king of the Sindhus, repulsed by my 
one Brahma weapon. 


15. To-morrow you shall see the earth 


-covered by me with the head of princes 


cut off their trunks by the force of my 
arrows, O Kesava. 


16. To-morrow will I afford gratification 
to the flesh-eaters and will scatter my 
enemies, and delight my friends and com- 
pletely destroy the ruler of the Sindhus. 


17, A greatly sinful wretch, one who 
had acted not like a kinsman, born ina 
sinful country, the king of Sindhus slain 


by me, will, to-morrow, impart sorrow to his 
followers. 


18. To-morrow you shall see the mean 
ruler of the Sindus, that one brouglit up in 
all luxury and of sinful behaviour, pierced by 
me in battle with my shafts. 
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19. O Krishna, at day-break, 1 will 
achieve such feats, that Suyodhana will 
never think that there is any other bowman 


equal to me. 


20, This Gandiva bow is of celestial | 
. make; 1, O foremost of men, am also 


c mer a 
warrior; you also, O Hrishikesha, are my 


driver ; what then can not be conquered by 
me ? 


21. Through your grace, O almighty 
one, what is there unacquirable by me in 
battle? O Hrishikesha, knowing my prowess 
to be incapable of being baffled, why do you 
admonish me ? 


22. As Lakshmi is ever constant in the 
moon, as water ever remains in the ocean, 
so, O Janarddana, know my vowto be ever 
incapable of being frustrated. 


23. Do not hate my weapons. Do not 
hate my firm and tough bow. Do not despise 
the prowess of my arms and do not also, 
O Krishna, despise Dhananjaya. 


24. I will proceed to battle in such a 
manner that I will surely win and not lose. 
When I have taken the oath,count Jayadra- 
dratha already among those slain in battle. 


25. Truth is ever constant in the Brahma- 
na; humility is ever constant in the pious ; 


prosperity ever attends sacrifice and victory | 


ever attends Narayana. 


Sanjaya said :— 

26. Having spoken these words to 
Hrishikesha and having said so to his own 
self also, Vasava's son (Arjuna) once more 
addressed the lord Kesava in a sonorous 
voice, saying :— 

27. “O Krishna, you should so arrange 
that as soon as the night passes away, my 
chariot may be ready, well-furnished with the 
impliments of war, inasmuch as the task at 
hand is very serious,” 

Thus ends the seventy-sixth chapter, the 
words of Arjuna, in the Pratijna of the 
Dyona Parva, 


CHAPTER LXNXVIL. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA.—Continued.) 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. hen throughout the whole of that 
night, Vasudeva and Dhananjaya, both 
afflicted with sorrow and grief, and brea- 
thing like two serpents, did not enjoy an 
wink of sheep. 

2. The gods together with Indra himself, 
understanding Partha and Narayana to be 
excited with rage, became anxious andi they 
began to think—what will come of it? 


i 
| 
| 
| 


| dreadful portents 
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ae Dey and dreadful winds, portending 
calimities, began to blow. A headless trunk 


and ; ‘ i i 
la bludgeon became manifest in the 
solar disc. 


ee Although the sky was cloudless, 
thiunderbolts fell on the earth, accompanied 
by dreadful rumbling and flashes of light- 
ning; and the Earth with her mountains 
hills and forests, began to quake. i 





5: O mighty monarch, the oceans, the 
abode of the numerous acquatic creatures, 
became agitated; and the ocean-going 
rivers began to flow in directions opposite 
to their natural courses. 


6. The lower and upper lips of car- 
warriors, horses, men and elephants began 
to tremble, indicating, as if, a great 
festivity for the flesh-eaters and an increase 
of the population of Death's domain. 


7. The animals on the field began 
to discharge excreta and urine and they 
began to wail aloud.  Behelding all those 
: capable of making the 
hair stand on end, 


8. And having heard of the fierce vow 
of the mighty Savyasachin, all your troops 
O foremost of the Bharatas, became preyed- 
upon by anxious thought. 


9. Then the mighty-armed Pakasasaut 
(Arjuna) addressing Krishna said :— Do 
you offer consolation to your sister Subhadra 
and her daughter-in-law. 


10o. O Madhava, go, assuage the grief 
of my daughter -in-law and her companions ; 
© lord, console them with your soft words 
fraught with truth.” 


11. Thereat the son of Vasudeva witha 
depressed heart, gving to the pavilion of 
Arjuna, began to comfort his sorrowful 
sister afflicted with the grief caused by the 
death of her son. 


The son of Vasudeva said :— 


12. O daughter of the Vrishni race, do 
not grieve, with your daughter-in-law, for 
youson. O timid lady, the self-same end is 
ordained by the Destroyer for all created 
beings. 

13. This sort of death is worthy of your 
son, born in an illustrious family, modest, 
and especially belonging to the Kshatriya 
order. Do not grieve for him. 

14. Indeed it is through good fortune that 
that mighty car-warrior, modest and equal 
to his father in prowess, has obtained the 
goal coveted by the heroes, in consequence 
of his observance of Kshatriya duties. 


15. WVanquishing innumerable foes and 
despatching them to the abode of Death, 
he as attained to the posthumous state of the 





102 


pions, that is enduring and in which all 
desires become fruitful. 


16. Your son of tender years has attain- 
ed to that end which the pious desire to 
have through the performance ascetic aus- 
terities, and Brahmacharyya, and through 
knowledge of the Shastras and wisdom. 


17. You are the mother of a hero, the wife 
of a hero, the daughter of a hero, and a 
kins-woman of the heroes ; O amiable one 
do not bewail your son who has altained an 
excellent mode of existence. 


18. That wretched and sinfnl ruler of the 
Sindhus, that murderer of an infant, shall 
soon reap the frnit of this arrogance, with 
his relations and kinsmen. 


19, © beautiful lady, when the day 
dawns, that perpitrator of sinful acts, shali 
not escape the son of Pritha, even if he 
seeks shelter in Heaven itself. 


20. _ Tomorrow you shall hear that the 
bead of the Sindhu ruler has been severed 
from his trunk in battle, to roll on the pre- 


cincts of the Samantapanchaka. Dismiss 
your grief and do not weep. 
21. Keeping in the view duties of 


the Kshatriya order, that hero has obtained 
the end of the pious,—end, which we also 
will meet with, as also many other men who 
live by their weapons. 


22. Of expansive chest and mighty arms, 
unretreating and slayer of car-warriors, your 
son, O you of dainty waist, has gone to 
heaven. Renounce yours fever of grief. 


23, Obedient to the behests of his sire 
and his relations through mother’s side, 
that valiant hero and mighty car-warrior 
of great prowess, has been slain, after he 
himself had slain may of his foes. 


24. O queen, comfort your daughter-in- 
law; O daughter of a Kshatriya, do not 
lament. Dismiss your sorrow, © my 
beloved sister, asin the morrow you will 
hear such agreeable news. 


25. What the son of Pritha has vowed 
shall be accomplished, and can not be other- 
wise. What your husband has set his 
heart upon, cannot remain undone. 


26. Even if the descendants of Manu, and 
the Pannagas, and Pisachas, and night- 
rangers, and winged creatures, and Asuras 
and the celestials come forward to protect 
in battle the ruler of the Sindhus, yet he, 
with these, shall cease to exist to-morrow. 


Thus ends the seuenty-seventh chapter, 
the consolation of Subhadra,in the Pratijna 
of the Drona Parva. 


—_ 
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(PRATIJNA PARVA)—continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Having heard these words of Kesava 
of high-soul, Subhadra afflicted with grief 
en account of her son, and sorely distressed 
began to lament petiously. z 


2. “Alas ! son of my unfortunate self, why 
did you go to the battle? Oh son equal 
in prowess to your father, how could you 


| perish. ? 


3. Oh my dear child, how shall I see your 
face dark like the blue lotus and graced 
with beautiful teeth and charming eyes, 
soiled with the dust of battle-field ! 


4. Surely, heroic and unretreating as 
you were, you are now being seen by every 


body. Of graceful head, well-formed neck 
and arms, of expensive chest, of low 
belly, 


5. Oflimbs decked with ornaments, of 
charming eyes, and covered with wounds 
of weapons, surely creatures are now look- 
ing at you as if at the rising moon! 


6. Alas! you who used to lie down on 
beds covered {with precious coverlets, alas, 
how could you, ever used ta luxuries, now 
lie down on the bare earth, being pierced 
with arrows ! 


7. “hat hero of mighty arms who used 
formerly to be atteneded upon by most be- 
autiful damsels, Oh, how can he, prostrate 
on the field of battle, pass his time to-day 
in the company of the jackals ! 


8. Hewho formerly used to be eulogised 
by the joyful bards, ministrels, and singers 
alas, he, to-day, is greeted by the dreadfu 
flesh-eaters with their flerce yells ! 


9- O son! having the Pandavas, the 
Vrishni heroes, and the Panchalas for your 


protector, by whom have yon been slain like 
one helpless ? 


1o. O my sinless son! my desire for 
looking at you is not yet satiated. Unfor- 
tunate that I am, I shall surely to-day go to 
the regions of Death. 


11. When again, O my son, shall I see 
that face of yours, graced with expansive 
eyes, covered with beautiful looks, an 
from which sweet words and fragrant 
perfume used always to come out ? 


12. Fieon the strength of Bhima, fie 
-on the bowmanship of Arjuna, fie on the 
prowess of the Vrishni heroes, and fie on 
the might of the Panchalas ! 


13, Fie on the Kaikayas and on the 
Chedis and the Matsyas and the Srinjayass 


| 
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wlio all, united togetlier, could not Protect | 


that hero when he went to battle. 


14. To-day do I see the earth vacant 
ped denrea its beauty. inasmuch as 
o not see himanyu, and m 
blinded with grief. va a hae 


_ 45. How shall we see you slain,—you who 
are thé son of the wielder of the Gandiva, 
thé son of Vas::deva's sister, you who area 
hero and an Afiratha too ! 


16. Alas, O hero, you were like a hoard 
of treasure to me, seen and Jost in a dream. 


Alas! everything human is as transitory | 


as even a bubble of water ! 


17. How shall I corafort your young wife 
overwhelmed by the grief caused by your 
aee and resembling a cow bereft of its 
calf ! 


18. Alas, Oh my son, you have passed 
away prematurely at a time when you were 
on the point of bearing fruit, although I 
yearn to have a sight of you ! 


19. Surely the ways of the Destroyer are 
mysterious éven to the wise, inasmuch as; 
you, having [esava himself for your pro- 
tector, have been slain in battle like one 
perfectly helpless. 

20o—21. May you, O son, attain that end 
which is theirs that perform sacrifices, theirs 
that are Brahmanas of purified soul, theirs 


that observe the vow BHamacharyya, theirs į 
yya, 


that have bathed in the sacred waters, 
theirs that Are grateful,theirs that are devot- 
éd to the perforniance of benevolent deeds, 
theirs that serve their preceptors, and theirs 
that make profuse sacrificial presents ! 

22. May that end be yours whicli they 
attain who fight and never retreat, or who 
fallin battle after slaying their numerous 
foes ! z 

23 That blessed end which they attain 
who give awaya thousand cows, ot who 
perform charitable deeds at a sacrifice, or 
who give away houses and palaces to the 
liking of the recepients, 


24. Or who give away gems arid jewels 
to worthy Brahmanas, or who mete out just 
punishments, O son, may that blessed end 
be yours ! 

25. O son, may you attain to that end 
which sages of rigid vows {attain to, by the 

erformance of Brahmacharyya, or that end 
which is attained by the women who marry 
but once their husbands.. 

26. That eternal end which is obtained 
by monarchs through their good conduct, 


or by those persons who, leading one after. 


another all the four modes of life and 
through the observance of duties, have puri- 


fied themselves; 


Ye 





27. That end which they attain who aré 
kind to the poor and the woe-stricken, or 
who equally divide objects of enjoyments 
amongst themselves and their dependents, 
or who are free from the influence of malice, 
O son, may that end be yours! 


28. That end which is theirs, who ob- 
serve their vows, theirs that are devoted to 
righteous practices, theirs that serve their 
elders and preceptors, theirs that never 
drive away guests from their doors, O son, 
may that end be yours! 

29. O son, may you attain to that end 
which they attain who preserve the cool- 
ness of their temper even in the most 
difficult circumstances, however much they 
may be consumed by the fire of sorrow! 


30. May you attain to the end of those 


| who always take care of their father and 


mother, and who never enjoy the company 
of women other than their own wives ! 


31. May you attain, O son, to the end 
of those who hold sexual intercourse with 
their own wives during their seasons,- of 
those who restrain themselves from enjoy 
ing others’ wives! 


32. May you attain to the end of those, 
who, free from malice, look upon every one 
with an eye of peace or who are forgiving; 
and never enflict distress on others ! 


33. O son, may you attain to the end of 
those who ever hold themselves aloof from 
moriey, meat, intoxicating drinks, pride arid 
falseliood, or who never cause pain to any 
body else ! 

34. O son, may you attain that end which 
they attain who are modest, learned in all 
the Shastras, content in knowledge, and 
hold their passions under check.’’ 


35. While the distressed Subhadra, over- 
whelmed with grief, had been thus lament- 
ing, Panchali accompanied by Virata’s 
daughter, came to her: 

36. Then copiously lamenting and be: 
wailing under the weight of their gricf, they 
fell down, O king, on the earth, senseless; 
and like so many mad creatures. 


37. Then the highly-afflicted Krishna 
who was there ready with water &c., 
sprinkled water on the fate of them and for 
comforting them said such salutary words 
that should be said of such occasions« 


38. Then he of eyes resembling lotus: 
petals said these words to his sister, weep- 
ing, insensible, trembling and pierced in 
her very heart. 


3g. “ O Subhadra, bewail not yout son į 
O Panchali, console the sister of. Uttara. 
Abhimanyu, that foremost of, Kshatriyas, 
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thas attained to the most excellent (posthu- 
mous) state. 


4o. O you of charming countenance, 
may all the other people of our race that 
are yet alive attain to that ‘state which the 
illustrious Abhimanyu has attained ! 


41. We, supported by our allies, desire 
to accomplish that feat in this battle, the 
like of which, O lady, your son, that mighty 
car-warrior, achieved single-handed.” 


42. Thus having consoled his sister and 
Droupadi and Uttara, that subduer of foes, 
that mighty-armed one, (viz, Krishna) 
came back to Partha’s side. 


43. Then with the permission of Nis 
relatives and of the kings and of Arjuna, 
O monarch, Krishna retired to the inner 
apartments of the latter’s pavilion; the rest 
of the kings then retired to their respective 
quarters. 


Thus ends the seventy-etghth chapter, the 
lamentations of Subhadra, in the Pratijna 
of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXIX. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then that Lord of eyes like lotus- 
petals, having entered into the matchless 
mansion of Arjuna, touched water, and on 
the smooth and’ auspicious floor, 


2. Spread an auspicious bed made of 
Kusa-grass of the hue of lapises. There- 
after, with garlands of flowers, fried paddy 
and perfumes and other auspicious articles, 


3. He decorated that bed and then kept 
around it many excellent weapons. Then 
when Partha also had touched water, 
obedient and humble servants, 


4. Performed the usual 
mony of offering victims to the three-eyed 
Mahadeva. ‘hereafter with a delighted 
heart, Pritha’s son, with perfumes and gar- 
lands, 

Adorned Madhava, and then offered 
him the nightly offering. Then Govinda 
with a smile thus spoke to Phalguna. 


6.: “O son of Pritha, lay yourself down 
for sleep; good betide you. Í go in search 
of your welfare.” Then placing at the door 
well-armed sentinels and door-keepers, 


7. ‘The auspicious Krishna followed by 
Daruka, entered his own tent. ‘hen he 
taid himself down on his milk-white bed 
and brooded over the diverse measures (to 
be adopted on the morrow.) i 


nightly cere- ; 
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8. Then that Ufustrious one of eyés pres 
sembling lotus-petals, for Partha’s pall 
began to reflect on various measures that 
would drive away the latter's grief and 


sorrow, and increase his energy and efful« 
gence. 


9, Then that one of soul engaged in 
meditation, that foremost lord of all, vis 
Vishnu of wide-spread renown, who always 
performed what was agreeable to Jishnu, 
had recourse to Yoga-meditation, for bene. 
fitting Arjuna. 


to. During that night none enjoyed sleep 
inthe camp of the Pandavas. During that 
night, O ruler of men, wakefulness possessed 
every body. 


ir. ‘The wielder of the Gandiva bow, 
the high-souled Arjuna, being afflicted sore 
with grief on acconnt of the death of his 
son, has rashly vowed the slaughter of the 
king of the Sindhus. 


12. How indeed shall the mighty-armed 
son of Vasava, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
fulfil his vow?” Even thus did they then 
think. 


13. “The vow which the high-souled son 
of Pandu has made, is a very difficult one, 
King Jayadratha is endued with great 
energy. May Arjuna successfully observe 
his vow ! 


14. Indeed Arjuna has made a tremen- 
dous resolve, being highly afflicted with the 
grief on account of his son's death. The 
brothers (of Durvodhana) are very powerful, 
and his army is nnmerous, 


15. The son of Dhritarastra (Duryo- 
dhana) has also employed them all in the 
protection of him (Jayadratha). May 
Dhananjaya return safe, having slain the 
ruler of the Sindhus ! 


16. Let Arjuna fulfil his vow and van- 
quish his enemies. If to-morrow he fails 
to slay the Sindhu king, he will enter the 
blazing fire. 


17. Pritha’s son Dhananjaya will never 
venture to falsify his vow. Oh, what will 
be the condition of king Yudhisthira, the 
son of Dharma, if Dhananjaya dies ! 


18. Indeed Pandu’s son (Yudhisthira} 
has grafted all his hopes of victory on 
Arjuna. If we have acquired any reli- 
gious merit, if we have ever given away 


things in charity, if we have burnt offerings 
on the fire, 


19- Then through the fruits of all those 
acts of ours, let Savyasachin (Arjuna) obtain 
victory.” Thus, when they were talking to 


one another of the victory of Arj n the 
morrow, O lord, 4 a 


aa 
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20, O monarch, that live-long night 
at last passed away. During that night 
Janarddana, having awaked, 


21, And remembering the vow Pritha’s 
son had made, thus adéressed Daruka :— 
“ Afflicted with sorrow for the death of his 
dear-loved son, Arjuna has vowed, 


22. O Daruka, saying Before tomorrow's 
sun sets, I will slay Fayadratha.— Having 
heard of this vow, Duryodhana will surely 
hold counsel with his counsellors, 


23. As to how Partha might be prevent- 
ed trom slaying Javadratha in battle. His 
several Akshothines will also protect the 
latter ; 

24. Asalso Drona and his son, both |} 
accomplished in the use of all sorts of | 
weapons, will protect him, That matchless | 
Nero, the thousand-eyed Indra himself, that 
hhumiliator of the pride of Daityas and 
Danavas, 


25. Even he will not venture to slay 
Jayadratha, if he is protected by Drona in 
battle. I, therefore, will do that in the morrow 
by which Kunti’s son Arjuna, 


26. May slay Jayadratha before the sun 
goes down below the horizon. My wives, 
my friends, my kinsmen, my relatives, 


27. None among these isso dear to me 
as is Kunti’s son Arjuna. O Daruka, bereft 
of Arjuna, for even a moment, this world 

28. Iwill not be able to look at. And 
therefore, it shall not be so. Vanquishing 
them all, with their horses and elephants, 

29. I will slay them all with Karna and | 
Duryodhana, for the sake of Arjuna. f 
"To-morrow the three worlds will behold my 
prowess in the dreadful battle, 


| 

30. When, O Daruka, I shall put forth | 
my prowess for Arjuna’s sake. To-morrow | 
| 





thousands of kings and hundreds of 
princes, 

31. With their steeds, cars and elephants, j 
will, O Daruka, turn hastily away from | 
the battle. ‘To-morrow, O Daruka, you | 
shall see the army of kings crushed with my | 
discus, 

32. And overthrown by my enraged | 
self, for the sake of Arjuna. To-morrow the 
celestials, the Gandharvas, the Pisachas, 
the reptiles and the Rakshasas, 


. Will all know me tor be the 
ind of Savyasachin. He that injures him | 
M injaces me; and he that follows 
him follows me also. nae 
a—3s. With the help of your inte igence, 
e a Ee Arjuna to be the half of my 
ownself. When the day dawns, O Dami a, 
equipping my best of chariots accor e 
to the rules of military science, you must 


bring it and follow me carefully. My 
mace Koumodaki of celestial make, my 
discus and my bow and arrows, 


36—41. And many other implements of 
war—placing all these, O Suta, on. my 
chariot and leaving room thereon for my 
standard.and for the heroic Garuda that 
adorns my car, and yoking thereto my 
excellent steeds named Valahaka, Megha- 
puspa, Saivya, Sugriva, having tncased 
them in caparisons of gold of the efful- 
gence of the solar orb and the fire, and 
yourself donning your coat of mail, stay 
on it carefully. Having heard the shrille 
blast resembling the Rishava note, of my 
conch Panchajannya, you will quickly come 


| tome. In the course of a single day, O 


Daruka, I shall drive away the rage and 
the various woes of my cousin, the son of 
my paternal aunt. By every means, ÍI shalt. 
so exert in battle, so that Vibhatsu in 
battle, 


42. May slay Jayadratha even before 
the very eyes of the Dhritarastras. All 
those for whose death Vibhatsu will strive, I 
tell you truly, will be slain and O charioteer, 
he will succeed in obtaining victory. 


Daruka said :— 


43. Victory is sure to him, and whence 
can defeat come to him, whose charioteer 
ship you, O foremost men, have accepted. 

44. Ishalldo what you will bid me do. 
This night will end ushering in a morning, 
that will bring victory for Vijaya. 

Thus ends the seveuty-ninth chapter the 
colloguy between, Krishna and Daruka, in 
the Pratijna of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXX. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continued. 


i Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, 
possessed of inconceivable prowess think- 
ing of how to redeem his vow, recollected 
the Mantras (obtained from Vyasa); and 
soon was he lost in sleep. 


2. Then the highly puissant god having 
the Garuda as an_emblem on his banner, 
appeared before the ape-bannered Arjuna 
merged in thought and burning with grief, 
in his dream. 


3. The pious-souled Dhananjaya through 
the love and venevation he bore for Krishna, 
never failed under any circumstance, to 
rise up and advance a few steps for wel- 
coming him. 
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4. Standing up therefore (in his dream), 
he welcomed Govinda and offered him a 
seat. He himself however then did not 
think of resuming his own seat. 


5. Thus seated, Krishna of mighty energy, 
knowing what resolution Partha bad 
formed, said these words to the son of Kunti, 
while the latter was standing before him. 


6. “O Son of Pritha, let not your heart 
ive way to sorrow. Time is invincible. 
tis time that compels all creatures to take 

to the inevitable course. 


7. Tell me, O foremost of men, the cause 
of this your sorrow? O foremost of the 


learned, sorrow should not be indulged in, | 


inasmuch as it 


life. 


8. What should be done should be done 
(without hesitation). Do your duty with all | 
endeavours, O Dhananjaya, the gricf that 
deprives one of the power of acting, is indeed 
his greatest enemy. 


9. A man giving way to grief delights 
his enemies and saddens his friends, and 
himself becomes reduced in (strength). 
Therefore you should not grieve,” 


10. Having been thus spoken to by the 
son of Vasudeva, the invincible and learned 
Vhibhatsu said these words of (grave) signi- 
fication to the former :— 


11. “I have taken a terrible oath in 
vawing to slaughter Jayadratha. ‘To-morrow 
shall I slay, O Kesava that wicked-souled 
slayer of my son. 


overthrows the ends of 


12. Surely, O undeteriorating one, in 
order to frustrate that resolution of mine, 
the partisans of Dhritarastra will place the 
ruler of the Sindhus in their furthest rear 
and have him protected by all their mighty 
car-warriors. 


13. Alas! O Madhava, their invincible 
army of one and ten Aoukshahi strong, 
consists of the remanants of their soldiers 
(slain during the last compaign). 


14. Surrounded by all these troops, as 
also by all their mighty car-warriors, how 
could that wicked-souled ruler of the 
Sindhus, O Krishna, be seen (by us) 7 


15. Meseems, O Kesava, I siall not be 
able to fulfil my vow. And why should one 
like myself who could not redeem his pro- 
mises, bear the burden of his life ? 


16. O hero, despondency stares meat the 
face,—me whose only consalotian now is in 
grief. I also tell you this that (curing this 
period of the year) the sun runs his heavenly 
course swiltly.”” 


17- Then Krishna that foremost of the 
twice-born ones, having 


source of Partha’s sorrow, touched. water, 


heard of the | 


HARATA, 


and sat there with his fac 


S e turned toy 
the East. vards 


18. Thereafter that hig 
of eyes likes lotus-petals, said these words 
for the welfare of Pandu’s son who had 


resolved upon the slaughter of the Sindhu 
king, 


hly puissant one 


19. "ʻO Son of Pritha, there is a w 


eapon 
excellent and eternal, known by the BR 
| of Pasupata. By means of this weapon the 


god Maheswara (in days 


gone by) slew - 
the Daityas in battle. VAa 


20. “If to-day it be within your re- 
collection, then to-morrow you will be able 
to slay Jayadratha, Ift is unknown to you 
now, then do you worship in your mind the 
god having the bull for his emblem, 

21. Meditating on that god in your mind, 
do you hold communion with him. You 
are his devotee, and in this way, through 
his grace only, can you expect to obtain 
that valuable treasure (Pasupata woapon),’’ 

22. ‘Thereupon, having heard Krishna's 
words and having rinced his month with 
water, Dhananjaya sat down on the ground ; 
and with a singleness of heart, began to 
adore Siva (in his mind). 

23. Thus rapt up in meditation, Arjuna 
saw himself and Kesava roving in the skies, 


just when the hour Brahma of auspicious 
Indication set in, 


| 


| 





24—25. Then it seemed that Parth held by 
his right arm by the lord Kesava, and en- 
dued with the fleetness of the wind, reached 
the root of the sacred Himavat mountain 
teeming with gems, abounding in luminous 
objects and inhabitted by Siddhas and Cha- 
ranas. He was then accompanied by 

Kesava. 

26. It seemed that he saw, as he went, 
many wonderful sights and objects ; that 
one of righteous soul then saw on the 
Northern direction the white mountain. 


i „27. He beheld in the pleasure-garden of 
| Kuvera, the ‘delightful lake adorned with 
lotuses. 


He also beheld that most excellent 
namely Ganga of copious waters. 


28-29. Then he s 


1 of rivers 


aw the regions about 
te Mandara mountains, regions that 


abounded in trees bearing blossoms and 
fruits; that were covered with pebles and 
tuansparent Crystals, that were infested with 
lions and tigers; that abounded in many 
other animals, that contained many sacred 
hermitages; that were charming ; that there 
frequented by beautifullbirds and that ever 
rang with the melodious songs of the 
i Kinnaras. 

E05 

i gold a 





The mountain itself w 


i as graced with 
nd silver peaks blazi F 


ng with various 
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herbs and Oshadhis; and it was beautiful 


with numerous Mandara trees decked with 
blossoms. 


31. He then arrived at the black moun- 
tains that looked like a heap of collyrium, 
and after that, at the Brahmatunga, at 
many rivers and at many countries. 


32. He then reached the Sutunga and 
the Satasringa hills and the woods known 
by the name of Suryyati. Then he went 
go the holy place called the Aswasiras, and 
also to the one known by the name of 
Artharvana. 


<3. Then he arrived at that foremost of 
hills known as Vrisha-Dansa and also the 
hill called the great Mandara, both of which 
were thickly peopled by the Apsaras and 
beautified by the Kinnaras, 


34—35. Then roaming on that hill in the 
company of Krishna, Pritha’s son bebeld a 
plot of earth abounding in soothing springs, 
teeming with gold and other minerals, 
burning with the effulgence of the sun or 
the moon, and possessing .a large number 
towns and cities. He also beheld various 
seas and numerous rich mines of wealth. 


36. Then wandering through the sky the 
firmament and the earth, he arrived at 
Vishnupada; there struck with admira- 
tion, and like an arrow shot from the bow, 
he came down with Krishna. 


37. Partha then beheld a mountain blaz- 
ing as if with the eflulgence of the planets, 
the stars, the moon, the sun and the fire. 


38. Having reached that hill he beheld 
that high-souled Divinity having the bull 
for his emblem on his banner, seated on its 
peak and lost in contemplation. 


39. He saw the god burning in his own 
energy like a thousand suns; holding the 
trident ; with matted locks on his head; o 
milk-white complexion ; and wearing barks 
and tiger skins. 


40o. He saw the highly puissant god 
having his body rendered beautiful with a 
thousand eyes; audin company with Parvati 
and numerous other beings of great efful- 


gence. 


41. The dependents of | the god were 
din singing, in playing upon musi- 
E penis in "dancing, in laughing, in 
frolicking about and stricking and clap- 
ping their palms &c. The place was also 
made fragrant with perfumes. 


4a. Arjuna then beheld that protector of 


t undeteriorating wielder of 
all creatures, tha nenie aral 


inaka), eulogised wi ; 
mee A aD sages and the reciters of 


the Vedas. 
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43. Beholding the god, the pious-souled 
son of Vasudeva, together with the son -of 
Pritha, saluted him by touching the earth 
with his head; and he uttered then the 
eternal verses from the Vedas. 


44—47. Then Krishna adored with his 
speech, his mind, his intellect and his acts 
that origin of the worlds; that creator of 
the universe; that unborn divinity; that 
lord paramount ; that undeteriorating one; 
that primary source from which the mind 
has sprung; that receptacle of the space, 
the wind and the luminary bodies; that 
creator of the rain ; that primordial essence 
of the earth; that one worthy of the revera 
ence of the celestials, the Danavas, the 
Yakshas, and the human beings; that 
one who is the Highest Brahma realised 
by the Yogins; that protector of those 
| versed in tke Vedas ; that creator and des- 

troyer of the mobile and immobile crea- 
tures ; that God whose anger is destructioi ; 
that supreme soul; that one who is equal to 
Sakra or the sun. 


43. Then Krishna and Arjuna sought 
the protection of that Bhava who is uncreate 
the unmanifest cause, and whom sages 
learned in the Vedas worship when they 
desire to obtain the subtle and spiritual 
| existence. 





49. Arjuna also worshipped that Diety 
over and over again, knowing him to be the 
origin of all creatures and the cause of the 
Past, the Present and the Future. 


50. Then beholding them two, vis Nara 
and Narayana come to him, Sarva with 
a delightful heart said these words, as if 
smiling the while :— 

st. “All hail, O you two foremost of 
men! Arise and let the fatigue of your 

| journey be shaken off. Tell me soon what 
| things your minds earn after, O you heroes ! 


52. What business of yours has 
brought you here? I will perform it. Ask 
for the boon that will benefit you? 1 will 
grant all your desires.” 


53. Hearing these words of the god, 
Vasudeva and Arjuna rose up with their 
palms folded; and they beth endued with 
great intelligence, and o unblameable cha- 
racter, out of reverence, began to eulogise 
the high-souled Sarva with beautiful pene- 


gyrics. 


Krishna and Arjuna sald :— 

54. Salutation unto Bhava, unto Sarva, 
and unto Rudra the giver of all boons; 
unto the lord of all animate beings ;. unto 
him who is known as Kaparddin ; unto the 


great Divinity, unto Bhima; unto the three- 


| eyed god who is identical with peace; 
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55. Unto Isha, and unto him who anni- 
hilates all pride engendered by the posses- 
sion of prosperity. Salutation unto the slayer 
of Apdhaka; unto the father of the Kumara 
(Kartikeya) ; unto him of blue neck and of 
great intelligence ; 


56. Unto the wielder of the Pinaka bow ; 
unto the Havisya; unto him who is ever 
attended with truth and prosperity ; 
unto him who isred, who is tawny, who is 
the hunter in disguise; and who is un- 
vanquished ; 


57. Unto him who possesses blue locks, 
who wields the trident, who is omniscient ; 
unto him who is the Hotri and the Pitrs; 
unto him of three-eyes, who is disease and 
whose vital seed is fire itself ; 


58. Unto him who is inconceivable, who 
is the lord of the goddess Ambika; who 
receives homage from all creatures ; whose 
-emblem is the bull ; whose head is ‘shaved 
and who wears mat'ed locks and who is 
again a Brahmacharin 


59. Unto him who performs ascetic 
austerities in the waters, who is devote- 


, , ; i oH à 
to the study of the Vedas, and who is un- ! 1 ave known the desire of your hearts ; I 


vanquished. Unto him who is the soul of 
the universe, its creator, and remains per- 
vading it. 


6o. Salutation salutation unto him worthy 


of the homage of all creatures, and the | 


origin of all creatures; unto the Brahma- 
chakra, the Sarva, the Sankara, and Siva. 


61. Salutations be unto him who is the 
lord of speech and the master of the created 
beings ; salutation unto the lord of the uni- 
verse and of the great people. 


62. Salutations unto him of thousand 


heads who possesses a thousand arms and | 


who is Death himself, Salutations unto him 
of thousand eyes and legs, whose deeds are 
countless. 


63. Salutations unto him of the com- 
plexion of geid, who is cladin a armour of 
gold; and unto him who is ever gracious 
upon his devotees. O lord let our de- 
sires be fulfilled. 


Sanjaya said :— 

64. Thus having eulogised the great god, 
Arjuna and the son of Vasudeva began to 
propitiate the former for obtaining the 
weapon (Pastpata) from him. 


Thus ends the eightieth chapter, Arjuna’s 
dream, in the Pratijna of the Drona 
Parva. 





(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continued, 


| CHAPTERLXXXI. 
| Sanjaya said :— 

| 1. Then the son of Pritha with a 
| delightful soul, and joined palms and «yes 
expanded in amazement, gazed at the god 
having the bull for his banner-mark, and the 
receptacle of all energies. 


2. He then beheld by the side of the 
three-eyed god, the offerings he used to 
make, every night, to the son of Vasudeva. 


3. Thereafter that son of Pandu 
having worshipped in his mind both Sarva 
and Krishna, said unto the god Sankara—' I 
desire to have the celestial weapon 
(Pasupata) !’ 


4. Then having heard the words of 


| Pritha’s son, that disclosed what boon he 
| wanted, the god (Mahadeva) with a smile, 


thus replied to Vasudeva’s son and 


| Arjuna :— 


5. "All hail, O you two foremost of men, 


shall grant even that desire of yours which 
has brought you both here. 


6. You slayers of foes, there is a heaven- 
ly lake of nectar not far from this place ; 
‘in days gone by, I laid down my celestial 
į bow and arrows there. 





7. With that bow and arrow, I slew in 

battle all the enemies of the gods. From 
| that lake bring, O Krishnas, that excellent 
bow and arrow of mine. 





8. Thereupon saying ‘yea’ to the words 
of Siva, the two heroes with all their 
| followers, went to that celestial lake posses- 

sed ot hundreds of celestial wonders. 


9. Then those two sages Nara and 
Narayana fearlessly went to that holy lake 
capable of fulfilling all desires, that had 


been indicated by the god having the bull 
for his emblem. 


to. Thereafter Arjuna and the unde- 
teriorating Krishna having repaired to that 
lake of the effulgence of the solar disc, saw 
in its waters a terrible serpent. 


11. They also saw there another fore- 
Most of snakes possessing a thousand 
hoods, of the effulgence of fire ; it was then 
vomitting terrible flames. 


12. Then Krishna and Partha, having 
touched water and having folded their 
palms and saluted the god having the bull 
of his emblem, approached those snakes. 


13. As they approached the snakes, learned 
as they were in the Vedas, they recited the 
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hundred slokas in the Veda to the praise of 
Rudra, saluting all the time with all thelr 
heart, Bhava of infinite might. 


t4. Then through the charm of tliose 
adurations offered to Rudra, those two 
snakes forsook their snake forms and as- 
sumed the forms of a bow and arrow capable 
of slaying the enemy. 


15. Then highly delighted, they both 
took up those effulgent weapons, the bow 
and the arrow. Then those two high-souled 
ones, gave that bow and arrow to the illus- 
trious Mahadeva, 


16. Thereafter from one of the sides of 
Siva’s body, a Biahmacharin issued forth; 
his eyes were tawny and he seemed to be the 
refuge of all asceticisin. Having blue throat 
and red hair, he was possessed of great 
energy. ` 

17. Then that Brahmacharin taking 
up that most excelleut bow stood in the 
proper posture. And placing the arrow on 
the string, he began to stretch the latter duly. 


18. Thereupon, seeing the mode of his 
grasping the bow, drawing the string, 
placing his legs, and hearing also the 
Mantras uttered by Bhava, Pandu’s son of 
infnite prowess duly learnt them all, 

19. When the mighty and powerful 
Brahmacharin, shot that arrow even to the 
lake whence it had beeu brought; he also 
threw that bow into the self-same lake. 


20. Thereupon Arjuna gifted with an 
accurate memory knowing that Bhavas was 
pleased with him, and recollecting the boon 
the latter had accorded to him in the forest, 


safed to reveal to him, 

21. Desired in his mind that all this 
might be true, thinking—' May all this be 
productive of fruit’. Knowing this to be his 
desire, Bhava pleased with him, gave him 
the boon. 

22. He also granted him the terrible 
Pasupata weapon ‘and the fulfilment of his 
vow. Then having obtained the Pasupata 
weapon of celestial make, once morë, trom 
the Lord, 


23. The invincible Arjuna, with the 
down of his body erect, Consic- his vow 
already fulfilled. Then with delight: d 
hearts, they (Krishna and Arjuna) saluted 
the god Maheswara, by bending their heads 
low! ; 

24. Even at that moment obtaining the 


hission of Bhava, the two heroes Arjuna 


G x 
pes with delight 


and Krishua, transported 
came back to their own encampment, 

as. Indeed their joy was as great as that 
which filled Indra and Vishnu w 


| 





two deities, desirous of slaying Jambha, h 

; as , had 
secured the permission of ay (to do'so), 
the slayer of mighty Asuras. 


jes énds the etghty-first chapter, the 
IES of the Pasupdta weapon, tn the 
ratijna of the Drona Parva, 





CHAPTER LXXXII. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)— Continued, 


Sanjaya said:— 

1. When Krishna and Daruka were 
thus talking to one another, O king, the 
night drew to its close. At day-break, 
king (Yudhisthira) rose from his bed. 


2. The Panisbanikas, the Magadhas, 
the Madhuparkikas began to read verses in 
his praise; and Vaitalikas and ministrels 
began to eulogise that foremost of men 
(Yudhisthira). 


3. The dancers commenced dancing, 


| songsters gifted with melodious voices, began 
| to sing charming songs frought with praises 
! of the Kuru dynasty, 





4. Mridangas, Fhargharwas, Verses, 
Panavas, Anakas' Gomukhas, Adhambhras, 
conchs, and Dundhuvis of fierce sounds, 

5. These and many other such musica 
instruments, were, O Bharata, played upon 
by well-trained and expert performers, all 
of them being transported with joy. 


6. The loud din (ths produced) resem- 


and the sight of his person he had vouch- | bling the cumbling of clouds, reached the 


very heavens themselves; and it awakened 
that foremost of all rulers of earth vis. king 
Yudhisthira, from his sleep, 

7. Having enjoyed an undisturbed sleep 
on his precious and excellent bed, king 
Yudhisthira awoke (in the morning). Then 
rising up, the king retired to the bath-room, 
for performing acts that must be performed 
(Sandhyas &c.) 

g. There, a hundred and eight orderlies 
robed in white garments, all washed and 
of yothful age. approached the king with 
many a golden jar filled (with water) to 
the very brim. 

Seated at his ease on an auspicious 
seat and vested in a garment of fne texture, 
the king bathed in “waters fragrant with 


| sandal-wood and sanctified with religious 


aphorisms. 

10. His limbs were shampooed by strong 
and well-trained servants, with water that 
had been rendered bitter, with medicinal 
drugs. He was then washed with holy 


hen those \ Adivasa-water fragrant with perfumes. 
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it. Then being furnished with a piece 
of cloth that was as white as the plumage 
of the swan and that had been lyiig loose 
there, the king encircled his head with it in 
order to rub off the water therefrom. 


12. Thereaffer that mighty-armed one, 
having smeared his body with the paste of 
Hari-sandal, and decorated his person with 
garlands and flowers arid dressed in Stainless 
garments, sat with his palms folded, facing 
the east. 


33. Then, ever following in the wake of 
the righteous, the son of [Cunti reiterated 
the prayers that should be done so ; and 
then with becoming meekness, he entered 
the chamber where the blazing flre was 
kept (for adoration). 


14. Then having worshipped the- fire 
with holy ənd purified faggots and religious 
aphorisms, ‘he monarch came out of the 
fire-chamber 


15. Then entering into a second cham- 
ber, that foremost of men king Yudhisthira 
saw a number of venerable old Brahmanas 
well-versed in the Vedas and all foremost of 
their order. 


16. They were all self-restrained, and had 
performed ablutions aftet the accomplish- 
ment of sacrifices, vows, and recital of the 
Vedes. Worshippers of the sun, they 
counted a thousand in number with eight 
thousand followers. 


17—18. The mighty armed son of Pandu 
having caused these Brahmianas to pro- 
nounce, in clear voices, benedictions on him, 
by making presents of honey,clarified butter 
and delicious fruits of the best sort, gave 
away to every one them a Wikslia of gold, 
a hundred steeds adorned with golden ca- 
parisons and precious garments and other 
presents tliat were liked by them. 


19. Then the son of Pandu, giving unto 
them milch cow, that yielded milk whenever 
touched, with calves, and with their horns 
and hoofs decked with gold and silver res- 
pectively, circumambulated them. 


20. Auspicious objects capable of incfeas- 
ing good fortune, golden Mzndyavartas, 
garlands of flowers, jars of water, blazing 
fire, 


21. Vessels filled to the brim and con- 
taining Askhotas(sun-dried tice) &c, and the 
yellow pigment ptepared from the urine of 
the cow and also well-decked and beautiful 
toajdens, and curds, and clarified butter and 
honey and water, 


- 22. And auspicious birds and other 
things considered to be holy—seeing and 
touching these.things, the sor of Kunti pro- 
ceeded’ to the outer apartments. 


23—24, There, O mighty armed oie; 
the attendants that were in waiting, brouglit 
the monarch an excellent throne (to sit 
upon)—throne that was wholly made of gold 
and of auspicious marks and adorned with 
pearls and lapises ; this throne was made by 
the celestial artificer:Viswakarman and was 
over-spread with a precious carpet which 
again was covered by a stuff of very fine 
texture, 


25. Then when that high-souled one had 
seated himsalf on that throne, his orderlies 
brought him all his precious and glittering 
ornaments. 


26. Then, O mighty “monarch, the ap- 
pearance of the illustrious son of Kunti who 
was adorned with pearls and various orna- 
ments was such as toexcite the jealousy of 
his fces. 


27. Then fanned with yak-tails furnish- 
ed with handles of gold, and of white efful= 
gence out-vying the charming beams of the 
moon, the monarch shone like a- mass of 
cloud emitting flashes of lightning. 


28. That delighter of the Kurus then; 

was praised by all creatures ; the ministrels 
Hratifed him with panegyrics; and the 
Gandharvas then began to sing at his hear- 
ing. 
. 29. Thereafter within a moment the voi- 
ees of the bards swelled to a tremendous 
sound ; and instantly were there heard the 
clatter of the car-wheels of car-warriors, 
and the hoof-sounds of the cavalry. 


go. With the tinkling of bells tied round 
the necks of the elephants; with the blasts of 
conchs and with the sound of the (measured) 
foot-fall of the infantry, the Earth began to 
quake, 


31—33. Then one of the attendants 
guarding the doors, cased in armour, youth- 
ful, adorned with ear-rings, and having his 
sword tied to his waist-band, entered the 
private chamber of the very virtuous king 
Yudhisthira; then kneeling down before 
him and doing obeisance to the worshipful 
and illustrious monarch with his head, he 
represented that Hrishikesha was waiting to 


be ushered in. Thereupon that foremost of. 


men (Yudhisthira) welcomed Madhava with 
enquiries after his health and welfare ;- 


34. Healso ordered his attendants say- 
ing :—Give to this one an excellent seat 
and offer him a Argha.’* Then when he 
of the Vrishni race was ushered in, the very 
virtuous king Yudhisthira caused him to be 
seated on an excallent seat and worshipped 
him with proper ceremonies. 


Thus ends the etghty-second chapter, the 


decoration of Yudhisthira, in the Pratéjna . 
-of the Drona Parva. , 
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CHAPTER LXXXIIL 


(PRATIJNA PARVA)—Continucd 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. King Yudhisthira the son of Kunti 
then welcoming the son of Devaki, that as- 
suager of the grief of men, cheerfully ad- 
‘dressed the following words to him :— 


2. “Have you, 6 slayer of Madhu, pass- 
‘ed the night in happiness? Are all your 
sense-organs, O undeteriorating one, as 
‘keen as ever ?” 


3. , The son of Vasudeva also put similar 
‘questions to Yudhisthira. Then an orderly 
‘came there and said that other Kshatriya 
warriors were waiting to be usheredjin. 


4. Permitted by the king, the orderly in- 
troduced that influx of men, numbering in 
it, Virata, Bhimasena, Dhristadyumna and 
Satyaki, 

5. And the ruler of the Chedis, Dhrista- 
ketu, the mighty car-warrior Drupada, Si- 
khandin, the twins Nakula and Sahadeva, 
Chekitana with the prince of the Kekayas, 


_ 6. Asalso Yuyutsu of Kuru race, and 
Uttamaujas of the Panchala tribe, and 
‘Yudhamanyu and Suvahu and the five sons 
‘of Droupadi. 

gq. These and many other Kshatriyas 
approachod that best of Kshatriyas of illus- 
trious fame ; and they sat down on auspici- 
‘ous seats. 

3. The two mighty heroes, Krishna and 
Vuyudhana, of illustrious souls and great 
‘effulgence, both sat on a single seat. 

Thereafter king Yudhisthira, at the 
hearing of those assembled Kshatriyas, said 
these sweet words addressing that slayer of 
Madhu, who was graced with eyes resem- 
bling lotus petals :— 

to. ‘Like celestials depending on the 
strength of the thousand-eyed (Indra), we 
relying on you alone, seek victory in battle, 
and eternal happiness. 

11. You, O Krishna, know all about the 
despoliation of our kingdom, our exile by 
the enemy, and also all the miseries we had 
to suffer. 

12. O Lord of everything, O you who 
are merciful to all devoted to you, upon you 
rest all our happiness, and even our exist- 
ence, O slayer of Madhu. 

13. O descendant of the Vrishni race, so 
do you manage that, my heart may always 
rely on you, and Arjuna’s oath may remain 
inviolate. 


14. Help us to 
of grief and wrath. 


16 


cross this veritable ocean 
O Madhava, be you 





our raft to-day, as we desire to cross this 
ocean (of troubles). 


15. A car-warrior desirous of slaying 
his adversary can not, in battle, do that (te 
achieve his purpose) which, O Krishna, his 
driver can do, if this latter striues with due 
caution, 


16. O mighty-armed Janardana, as you 
save the Vrishnis from all calamities, so also, 
it behoves you to save us from this impend- 
ing ruin. 

17. O you the bearer of the conch, the 
discus and the mace, do you save the sons 
of Pandu sunk in the deep and boatless 
Kurn ocean, by becoming even a boat to 
them. 

18. Salutations unto you, the Lord of the 
foremost of celestials, the eternal one, the 
supreme destroyer, O Vishnu, O Jishnu, O 
Hari, O Krishna, O Vaikantha, and O 
foremost of all male beings, i 

19. Narada had pronounced you to be 
that best and most ancient of sages, V8., 
(Narayana), who accord boons, who wields 
the Sarnga bow and who are the foremost of 
all. Make, O Madhava, all these words 
true.” 

20. Thus spoken to in the midst of the 
assembly by the very virtuous king Yudhis- 
thira, that most fluent speaker Kesava 
replied to the former, in a voice sonorous 
like the rumbling of clouds charged with 


rain., 


Krishna said :— 

21. Inall the worlds, including the tes 
gions of celestials, there is no such, wieldet 
of bow who can equal Dhananjaya the 


son of Pritha. 


22. Endowed with energy, accomplished 
in the use of weapons, possessed of great 
rowess and might, ever brave in battle, 
and wrathful and agile, he is the foremost 


of all men. 


23. Moreover he is youthful, of shoulders 
strong like those of the bull, of long-arms 
and mighty prowess; his gait resembles 
that of the lion itself. That handsome hero 


will slay all your enemies. 


24. On my part, I shall so act as Kunti’s 
son Arjuna may be able to consume the 
troops of Dhritarastras son, even like a 
raging conflagration. 


as. Even this very day, with the help 
of is arrows, Arjuna will compel that one 
of sinful acts, that mean-minded slayer of 
ig., Jayadratha, to travel 


Subhadra’s son Ute. 
on a road from which no traveller ever 


returns, 
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26. The vultures, the hawks, the fierce 
jackals, and other carnivorous animals, will 
to-day hold a feast on the flesh of that 
one. 


27. O Yudhisthira, even if the Gods 
with Indra at their head to-day become the 
protectors of Jayadratha, yet, slain in the 
thick of the fight, he shall undoubtedly be 
borne to the capital of Death's domain. 


28. he victorious Arjuna shall this day 
come to you, having slain in battle the ruler 
of the Stndhus. Dismiss the grief-of your 
heart and free yourself of the fever of an- 
xiety, andO king, be you attended with 
prosperity ! 

This ends the eighty-third chapter, the 
words of Krishna,in the Pratijna of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXXIV. 
(PRATIJNA PARVA)— Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


i. When they were thus conversing, 
Dhananjaya appeared there, desirous of 
seeing that foremost of the Bharatas, vis., 
“king Yudhisthira, and his relatives. 


2. When he had entered that auspicious 
chamber and was standing before the king, 
having saluted him duly, that foremost of 
the Pandavas (king Yudhisthira) rose from 
his» seat and out of affection, embraced 
Arjuna. 


3. Having locked Arjunain his affec- 
tionate embrace, and having smelled the 
crown of his head and pronouncing best 
benedictions on him, the king smilingly 
addressed him saying :— 


4. “It is evident, O Arjuna, that in 
today’s fight a great victory is sure to 
court you, inasmuch as your very appear- 
ance indicates it, as also the fact that 
Janardana is gratified with you.” ; 


. Then Jishnu spoke to him of the 
wonderful incident (he had seen in his 
dream) in the following terms :—'t May 
good betide you, O monarch! through the 
mercy of Kesava, I have seen a marvel.” 


6. Then, for giving very assurance to his 
artisans, Dhananjaya related everything 
e had seen in his dream—his meeting 
with the three-eyed god. 


q. Thereupon all the hearers filled with 
wonder, touched the earth with their heads ; 
‘and thus having bowed down to the god 
having the bull for his emblem, they said 
Excellent, Excellent. 








8. Thenpermitted by the son of Dnarnta, 
all the friends and partisans of the Pan- 
davas, cheerfully set out for the battle with 
haste and with hearts swelling with rage. 

g. Then having saluted the king, Yuyu- 
dhana, Arjuna atid Krishna of unfading 
glory, with cheerful hearts, issued out of the 
chamber of Yudhisthira. 


10. Those two indomitable warriors, the 
heroes Yuyudhana and” Janardana, riding 
on the same car, proceeded towards the 
abode of Arjuna. 


11, Repairing there, Hrishikesha dressed 
and equipped the car of that foremost of 
warriors, like a professional charioteer—car 
that bore the device of the monkey prince 
on its standard. 


12. Thereupon that best of chariots of 
rattle resembling the rumble of clouds and 
of effulgence like that of heated gold, thus 
equipped (by Kesava), shone like the maker 
of day in the morning. 


13. Thereafter that foremost of men, 
namely the son of Vasudeva, eased in an 
armour, told Pritha’s son who had com- 
pleted his morning prayers that his chariot 
had been made ready. 


14. Then that foremost of aH men of 
this world, namely, the diadem-decked 
Arjuna, clad in a golden coat of mail, and 
holding his bow and arrows iu his grasp, 
circumbulated his vehicle. 


15. Then praised, and blessed with be- 
nedictions believed to bestow victory im 
battle, by Brahmanas old in the perform- 
ance of austerities, in knowledge and in 
years, ever engaged in the performance of 
religious rites and sacrifices, and holding 
all their passions in subjugation, Arjuna 
mounted upon his mighty chariot,— 


16. That excellent vehicle of his which 
had been previously purified with victory~ 
giving mantras,—like the sun of burning. 
radiance ascending the Eastern mountains. 


17. Then that best of car-warriors adorn- 
ed with golden ornaments, shone, in con- 
sequence of those golden ornaments of. his, 
on his chariot, like the sun of burning 
radiance on the breast of the Meru moun- 
tain. 


18. Afte: Partha, Yuyudhana and Janar- 
dana mounted on that car, like the twin 
Aswins riding on the best celestial car when 
theyjhad come to the sacrifice of Swarjyuati. 


19. Then Govinda that best of charioteers 
took up the reins (of Arjuna’s steeds), like 
Matali taking up the reins of Indra’s horses, 
when the latter went to fight in order to 
slay Vritra. 








DRONA PARVA. 


20, Mounting on that his best of cars 
with those two heroes Vuyudhana and 
Janardana, Pritha’s son appeared like the 
moon dispelling darkness when rising in con- 
juction with Budha and Sukra, 


21. ‘Then that slayer of large bodies of 
foes (Arjuna), desirous of bringing about 
the slaughter of the Sindhu ruler, proceed- 
ed to battle, like Indra accompanied by 
Varuna and the sun, proceeding to fight 
with the Asuras, in the battle caused by ‘the 
abduction of Turaka. 


22. ‘The ministreals and musicians then | 


greeted the heroic Arjuna as he proceeded, 
with the sounds of musical instruments 
and eulogies, auspicious and well-worded. 


23. The voices of the bards and the | 


ministrels pronounced benedictions of vic- 
tory; and good-day greetings became 
pleasing to the heroes, being mingled with 
the din of musical instruments. 

24. An auspicious breeze bearing hely 
fragrance, began to blow trom behind 
Partha and it gladdened him, but sucked 
up the energies of his adversaries. 

25. In that moment, O king, various 
auspicious signs appeared to view, indi- 
cative of the victory of the Pandavas, 


26—27. And, O sire, of the reverses 
of their enemies. Seeing those signs in- 


dicative of victory Arjuna, addressing the | 


mighty bow-man Yuyndhana who was sit- 
ting at his right, said these words :—“ O 
Yuyoudhana, in to-day’s battle, my victory 
is undoubted, 


28. Inasmuch as, O foremost, of Sini’s 
race, these auspicious signs are appear- 
ing to us. Y shall now penetrate to the 
spot where the king of the Sindhus re- 
mains, 

29. Desirous of seeing a display of my 
prowess and of going to the domain of 
Yama. Indeed, as the slaughter of the 
Sindhu ruler is one of my foremost duties, 

30. So also the protection of the very 
virtuous king Yudhisthira is another im- 
parative duty of mine. “Therefore, O 
mighty-armed one, do you protect the king 
this day, 

31. So that, protected by you he will ke 
as safe as if he were protected by my own 
self, Moreover, I du not see any one who 
can vanquish you in battle. 

32. In battle you are equal to Vasudeva 
himself; even the lord of the celestials can 
not vanquish you. Placing the burden of 
the king’s protection on you or on the mighty 
car-warrior Pradyumna, 


. L can, O foremost of men, without 
Eni, exert myself in slaying the Sindhu 


133 


| king. O descendant of the” Stwata race, 


you need not entertain any misgiving about 
myself, J 


34. It shall be your first duty to protect 
the king, with all your heart and soul. 
here where the mighty-armed son of 
Vasudeva stayeth, 


35. Or where I myself stay, certainly 
no calamity can befall there.” ‘Thus spoken 
to by Pritha’s son, Satyaki the slayer of 
hostile heroes, saying ‘yea’ to the words of 
the former, returned to that part of the 
| field where Yudhisthira was. 


Thus ends the etghty-fourth chapter, 


the words of Arjuno, in the Pratijna of 
| the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXXY. 





JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When the day after the one in which 
Abhimanyu had been slain, came, what 
did the Pandavas, afflicted with grief and 
sorrow, do? What warriors of my host 
fought with them ? 


2. Aware, as they were, of the feats 
achieved by Savyasachin (Arjuna), tell 
me, how could the Kauravas and my 
warriors, having perpetrated that sinful 
act, (Abhimanyu’s slaughter) remain un- 
daunted ? 


3. How could they in battle dare look 
| at that foremost of men as he proceeded 
| like the all-destroying Death, burning 
| with fury, and distressed with the grief 
| occasioned by the slaughter of his son. 

4. What did my warriors do, beholding 
that warrior having the king of the monkeys 
for the emblem on his standard, that hero 

afflicted with the grief caused by the death 





of his son, and shaking his huge bow in 
battle ? 

5. What, O Sanjaya, has befallen, unto 
Duryodhana in this day's battle? A great 
grief stares us in the face. l do not hear 
any longer, sounds of joy (from our camp). 


6. Those mind-captivating sounds, 
highly pleasing to the sense of hearing 
that were before heard from the pavilion 
of the Sindhu king, those sounds are no 
longer perceived to-day. 

z. In the encampment of my sons, the 
sounds of numerous ministrels and pane- 
gytists singing eulogies, and of dancers, 
are no longer heard. 


124 MAHABHARATA, 


8. Formerly all these sounds used to 
strike my ears incessantly. Alas, merged 
as they are in grief, I do not any longer 
here those sounds from their pavilions. 


9. Formerly, O Sanjaya, while sitting 
in the camp of the truth-loving Somadatta, 
I used to hear all those charming sounds. 


1o. How poor in religious merit I am | 


to-day, inasmuch as I perceive the pavilion 
of my sons to-day to be resounding with 
sounds of sorrow and lamentations, and 
to be destitute of all sounds of life and 
energy. 


11. I donot now hear those sounds I 
used to hear formerly in the camps of 
Vivingsati, Durmukha, Chitrasena, Vi- 
karna, and other sons of mine, 


12. That fierce bowman namely the son 
of Drona, who is the protector of my sons, 
upon whom Brahmanas, Kshatriyas and 
Vaisyas and a large number of pupils used: 
to wait, 


13. Who delighted in disputations and 
conversation and in the stirring music 
of various instruments and in diverse kinds 
of songs, 


14. Who was worshipped by many 
persons among the Kurus, the Pandavas, 
and the Stwatas—O you son of Suta, even 
in the camp of that son of Drona no sound 
could be heard as before. 


15. Numerous songsters and dancers 
used to dance attendance npon that mighty 
bowman vis the son of Drona! Now their 


sounds could no longer be heard in their 
camp. 


16.° The loud sound that used to be sent 
up from the pavilion of Vindu and Anu- 
vindu every evening, alas, that sound could 
no longer be heard there, In the camp of 
the Kekayas also, : 


17. Could no longer be heard the sound 
that used to be made by thesongs and 
slappings of palms of soldiers engaged in 
dance and merry-making. 


18. Those Yajaka Brahmanas accom- 
plished in conducting Saptatantu sacrifices, 
who used to wait upon the son of Soma- 
datta versed in the Vedas, the sound made 
‘by those Brahmanas could no longer be 
heard. 


19. The twang of bows, the sound of 
Vedic recitations, the whistle of shafts, the 
whizz of swords and the rattle of cars,— 
these sounds were to be heard incessantly 
in the pavilion of Drona. ButI do not 
hezr them now. 


o The melody of songs that used to 
be sang in the various parts of the field 
and that used to be mingled with the sound 





of musical instruments, alas, that soundi 
could not be heard this day,. 


21. When Janardana of unfading glory 
out of the compassion he cherished for every: 
creature, came here with a desire for con- 
cluding peace, 


22, Then, O Suta, I said unto the wickedi 
Duryodhana :—“With the son of Vasudeva 
as the mediator, O son, do you conclude 
peace with the Pandavas. 


23. Meseems the time for concluding 
peace has arrived. O Duryodhana, do- not 
violate my command. If you now dis~ 
regard the son of Vasudeva who. now ea- 
treats you for peace 


24. And advises you for your welfare,. 
victory will never fall in your ‘lot im 
battle.” Duryodhana however neglected: 
him of the Dasarha race, that foremost of 
all bowmen, 


25—26. Who then addressed him for his. 
welfare, and thus he brought danger 
on his own head. Then that son of mine, 
whose intellect was perverted, arid who was: 
being drawn inta the jaws of death, accept- 
ed the counsel of Dussasana and Karna 
and rejected that which I offered -him. [I 
was not in favor of the game at dice, nor 
was Vidura so. 


27. Neither also did the ruler of the 
Sindhus approve of the game. at dice, nor 
did Bhisma approve of it. So also, Salya 
Bhurisravas, Purumitra and Jayadid not 
like it. 


28. O Sanjaya, Aswathaman, Kripa and 
Drona, none of these approved of that 
game. If my unfortunate son had con- 
ducted himself according to the counsel of 
these persons, 


29. He with his friends and relatives 
would then have passed his days in peace 
and happiness. Of sweet and charming 
speech, always speaking what is agreeable 
to their relatives, 


30. Of noble extraction, esteemed by 
all, gifted with knowledge, the sons of 
Pandu are sure to reap happiness. The man 
who depends on rightiousness, is sure to 
reap happiness always and everywhere. 


31. After death, he obtains bliss and 
grace (of god). Relying on their own 
prowess for the achievement of their 


parposesithe Pandavas deserve to enjoy one 
alf of the Earth itself. 


32. The sea-girt earth is as much an 


inheritance to them as it is to the Kurus. , 


Obtaining sovereignty they will ever remain 
in the path of virtue. 


33: I have kinsmen, O son, to whose 
words the Pandavas will ever pay attention, 
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as for instance, Salya, Somadatta, Profi 
souled Bhisma, the high 


34. Drona, Vikarna, Valhika, Kripa 
and numerous other high-solued and vene- 
rable (in years) members of the Bharta 
dynasty. 

35. O Sire, if these persons speak for 
pols the Pandavas will act up to their 
eneficial words. Who among these do you 
think would speak otherwise ? 


36—37. Krishna will never abandon righti- 
ousness; the Pandavas are ever submissive 
to him. Those heroes will not also 
disregard the rigteous words that I shall 
speak to them, for the Pandavas are all of 
righteous soul.” Thus plaintively lamenting, 
I said these and many other words to my 
son, O Suta. 


38. But that fool did not listen to me? 
Meseems all this is owing to the evil in- 
fluence of time. There where remain 
Vrikodara, and Arjuna and the Vrishni 
hero Satyaki, 


39. And Uttamoujas of the Panchala 
race, and the indomitable Yudhamanyu, 
and the invincible Dhristadyumna, and 
the ever-victorious Sikhandin, 


40. And the Asmakas, Kekayas, and 
Kshatradarman of the Somaka clan, the 
ruler of the chedis and Chekitana, and 
Vibhu the son of the Kasi king, 


41. The sons of Droupadi and Virata 
and the mighty car-warrior Drupada, and 
those foremost of men the twins Nakula 
and Sahadeva, and the slayer of Madhu 
as the counsellor, 


42. What man in this world desirous of 
living would venture to fight with these ? 
Who else again will face my enemies when 
they will display their celestial weapons, 


43. Save and except Duryodhana, Karna 
Sakuni the son of Suvala and Dussana as 
their fourth; I do not indeed see a fifth 
man. 

44. They who have Visaksena (Vishnu), 
clad in armour and reins in hand, on their 
chariot, they who have Arjuna for their 
warrior, they can never suffer defeat. 

45. Does Duryodhana now remember 
all those lamentations of mine? You say 
that Bhisma and Drona, those two foremost 
of men, have been killed. 


46. J think my foolish sons are now over- 
whelmed with grief, seeing now the words of 
the far-sighted Vidura to be true an 


fruitful. 
47. 1 think my foolish sons are now 


indulging in lamentations seeing the army 
Rore distressed by Arjuna and the grand 
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son of Sini, and seeing also the terraces. of 
their cars empty. 


48. Surcly Dhananjaya is consuming my 
sroops like fire assisted by the wind, burning 
down a heap of straw dried by the heat of 
the sun that rises at the expiration of the 
winter season, 


49. O Sanjaya, expert as you are im 
story-telling, relate to me everything that 
happened, after that wrong had been in- 
flicted on Arjuna in the evening. 

50. What was the state of your mind, O 
son, when Abhimanyu was slain ? Surely 
the feats of valour of the weilder of the 
Gaudiva bow, 


51. My warriors were unable to bear, 
guilty, as they were, of injuring Arjuna (by 
slaying his son). What measures Duryo- 
dhana or Karna direct to be adopted ? 


52—53. What also Dussasana or the son of 
Suvala thought fit to do, when they were in. 
volved in this predicament. O sire, every> 
thing that befell my assembled sons was, O 
Sanjaya, certainly owing to the misdeeds of 
my wicked son Duryodhana, who follows in 
the path of covetousness, whose understan= 
ding has been perverted by wrath, whose 
soul is vitiated, 

54. Who longs to have sovereignty wha 
is stupid and whose reason is clouded by 
anger. O Sanjaya, tell me whether the 
measure adopted by him was agreeable ta 
policy or against it ? 

Thus ends the eighty-fifth chapter, the 
repentance rf Dhritarastra, and the Jaya- 
dratha-badha of the Droua Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXXVI. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. Alas, as I have seen everything with 
my own eyes, | shall tell you all. Hear 
me patiently. Great indeed is your 


fault. 

a. O king, these lamentations of yours 
are as useless as the construction of em- 
bankments when the waters have receeded 
from a flooded field. O foremost of the 
Bharatas, do not indulge in grief. 

3. The decrees of Destiny are wonderful 
and enevitable. O foremost of the Bhara- 
tas, do not give way to grief, for these things 
are not unique. s 

If in days gone by, you had-prevented 
Kunti's son Yudhisthira or your own sons, 
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from the tournament at dice, then this cala- 
mity would not have overtaken you. 


Soi; again, on the eve of the battle, you 
had prevented the enraged parties from 
joining in..the battle, then this calamity 
would not have overtaken you. 


6.. If, again, formerly you had incited 
the other Knrus to put an end to the exis- 
tence of the refractory Duryodhana, then 
this calamity would never have overtaken 
you. 


7. If, indeed, you had done one of 
these alternatives, then the Pandavas, 
the Panchalas, the Vrishnis, and the other 
rulers of Earth have never had the reason 
for’ blaming you for your pervert under- 
standing. 


8. If, again, doing the duty of a father, 
you had (by directing Duryodhana on the 
path of virtue) compelled him to follow in 
the same path, then this calamity would 
never have befallen you. 


You are the wisest man on the face 
of the Earth. But inspite of your teing so, 
you accepted the counsel of Karna, Duryo- 
dhana and Sakuni, abondoning the ways of 
eternal virtue. 


to. Therefore, O king, all these lamen- 
tations of yours that I have heard,—you who 
are absorbed in the enjoyment of worldly 
objects—appear to me to be like honey- 
mixed with poison. 


, 11. In days gone. by, Krishna did not 
hold king Yudhisthira the son of Pandu, or 
Bhisma, or Drona, in so high an estimation 
as he did hold you, Oking. 


_ 12. But when le came to know you 
fallen from the duties of royalty, that 
time forward, he did not respect you as be- 
fore. 


13. When your sons applied harsh epi- 
thets to the sons of Pritha, you assumed an 
indifferent attitude. The result of that in- 
difference of yours has now overtaken you— 
you who long to sce your sons installed on 
the throne. 


14, O sinless one, the royalty ‘you inhe- 
riled from your fore-fathers, is now going to 
slip off your hands; or on the other hand 
you will have it, obtaining it from the sons 
of Pritha (who would certainly snatch 
it away from your sons after slaying 
them). 


15. The dominions of the Kurus and 
their fame, had been acquired by Pandu, 
and the right-behaving sons of Pandu have 
again added to that fame and those dorni- 
nions. 


16. All those endeavours of theirs became 
fruitless when indeed tlreir interests clashed 


with yours, in’ as much as they wore 
despoiled of their ancestral sovereignty by 
your very avaricious self. 


17. So, O king, the fact of your attribus 
ting blame to your sons at the time of the 
actual warfare, and the fact of your expatia-« 
ting on their faults, indeed, seem very un- 
becoming. 


18. The monarchs, when engaged in 
battle, do not pay the least regard to their 
lives. hose foremost of .the Kshatriyas 
fight (tothe best of their abilities, having 
penetrated into the heart of the array of 
troops belonging to the sons of Pritha, 


1g. The army which Krishna and Ar- 
juna and Satyaki and Vri‘odara protect, 
what persons except the Kouravas would 
hazard a battle with that army ? 


20. They whose warrior is Gudakesha 
(Arjuna), they whose counsellor is Krishna, 
they whose protectors are Vrikodara and 
Satyaki, 

21. What human wiclder of bow would 
venture to fight them, save and except the 
Kouravas and those who follow their lead. 


22. Everything that can possibly be 
done by devoted (tributary) kings endued 
with heroism and observant of the duties of 
the Kshatriyas, all that is being done for 
the Kouravas by their partisans. 


23. Hear now from me everything that 
transpired in that dreadful battle between 
those foremost of men, viz, the Iouravas 
and the Prndavas. 


Thus ends the eighty-sixth chapter the 
words of Sanjaya, in the Fayadratha-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXXVII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. After the night had passed away, that 
foremost of all weilders of weapons, viz 
Drona began to dispose of his divisions in 
battle array. 


2. Then there were heard the diverse 
words of challenge uttered by shouting 
heroes, inflamed with rage and desirous O 
slaying one another. 


+ 3. Stretching their bows and drawing 
back the strings of their bow with their 
hands and breathing (hot), they began to 
exclaim, ‘where now is that Dhananjaya.’ 
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4. Some began to toss their sw 
air —əwords that were naked, no 
well-tempered, of the hue of the 
sessed of great sharpness and 
with ornamental hiits, 


non-plant, 
dezorated 


5. Thousands of heroic Werriors longings 
for battle, were seen to perform various 
evolations!ap swordsmen and bowmen, with 
Cexterity acquired through discipline, 

6. Others again whirling in the 
maces tied with belts, decorated with sandal 
paste, and adorned with gold and diamond, 
began to. enquire after the) son ot Pandu 
(Arjona), 


7. Other warriors, maddened with the 
pride of their prowess and endued with 


strong arms, obstructed the sky with their ' 


spiked bludgeons that looked like bannered 
pəles raised in honor of Indra. 


S. Other brave warriors again decorated 
with charming floral garlands, and armed 


with various kinds of weapons, stationed | 


thenselves on different parts of the field, 
burning with a desire for battle. 


9. ‘Where is Arjuna? Where is Govinda ? 
Where is the proud Vrikodora? Where 
are all their followers and friends? Even 
thus did they then challenge the Pandavas 
to battle. 


to, Then blowing his conch and urging 
his steeds to full speed, Drona began to 
move hither and thither with great celecity, 
arranging his troops in order. 

tr. When those divisions that ever de- 
lighted in fight, were disposed of in order 
O mighty monarch, the son of Bhara- 
dwaja addressing Jayadratha said these 
words, 

12. *“ Yourself, the son of Somadatta, 
the mighty car-warrior Karna, Aswatha- 
man, Salya, Vrishsena, and Kripa, 

13. Supported with a hundred thousand 
horses, sixty thousand chariots, fourteen 
thousand elephants with rent tempies, x 

14. Twenty-one thonsand foot-soldiers 
cased in armour, take up your stand behind 
me at a distance of twelve miles. 


15. There even the very gods led by 
Vasava himself will not be able to assault 
you what to speak of the sons of Pan u? 
Take heart, O ruler of the Sindhus. 


he 

16. Thus spoken to, Jayadratha t 
rales of the Sindhus became comforted 
He then set out for the spot inday 
Drona, followed by many Gandhara heros 
and surrounded by those great car-wa ` 
by many foot 
rmed witk nooses 
he best of their 


17. And accompanied 
soldiers cased in armours, a 
and prepared to fight to t 


ords in : 


sky, pos- į 


air their | 
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abilities, Decked with Chamaras and 
adorned with golden caparisons, 


te 18. The horses of Jayadratha, O mighty 
Sing, were all very good carriers ; sever 
'ousand such steeds and three thousands 


other steeds of the Shindhu breed, were also 
with him. 


19—20. Your son Durmarsana,!desirous 
of duing battle, was stationed in the van of 
the rest of the troops being supported by 
| one thousand and tive hundred maddened 
eiephants of prodigious size, covered with 
mail and of dreadful deeds, all mounted by 
skiltul elephant-riders, ‘ 





, 21. Your other two sons, Dussasana and 
| Vikarna, stationed themselves amidst the 
| advance divisions of the army, for securing 
success to the king of the Sindhus. 


22. The array that the son of Bharad- 
waja then formed, partly fisuring a sakata 
and partly a circle, was full forty-eight 
| miles in length, and its back portion, in 
| width, measured full twenty miles. 


23. Drona himself formed this array 
in which were stationed numerous brave 
| kings and innumerable cars, elephants, 
| horses and foot soldiers. 


24. In the back portion of that array 
wis formed another impenetrable array 
figuring a lotus. Within this latter again 
was constructed another closely formed ar- 
ray, that was designated the needle. 


25. Thus having formed this mighty ar- 
ray Drona waited for the encounter. In 
the rear of the needle array was placed 
| Kritavarman the fierce bowman. 


26. After hint were stationed the 
| Kamvoja Princes and also Jalasandha, O 
| sire. Behind them stood Duryodhana and 
Karna, in that Sakata. 


| 27. Next to them were placed hundreds 
and thousands of unretreating warriors, for 
| protecting the head of that array. 


28. Behind their back, was stationed king 
Jayadratha by the side of the needle array, 
and surrounded by a ‘mighty division of 
troops. 

29. The son of Bharadwaja, himself 
stood at the mouth of the Sakata. Next 
to him stood the ruler of the Bhojas, wha 
protected the former. 

go. Cased in a white coat of mail, 
graced with a beautiful turban, of broad 
chest, and cf mighty arms, Drona there 
stood stretching his bow, like the enraged 
God of Death. 

1. The Kurus then were filled with de- 
light by beholding the chariot of Drona, 
graced with a banner, having crimson 
steeds yoked to it, and standard that bore 
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Ye device of the sacrificial altar and a 


‘black deer. 

32. Beholding that array formed by 
Drona.that resembled the ocean agitated 
(by the tempest), the Sidhas and the chara- 
nas Were filled with great wonder. 

33. The creatures then thought that that 
array would devour the whole Earth with 
her mountains, oceans, forests and the vari- 
‘ous rivers flowin g on its surface. 

34. King Duryddhana then beholding 
that great array figuring a Sakata, teeming 
with chariots, men; steeds, and elephants 
‘and roaring fearfully, of wonderful appear- 
ance and capable of afflicting the 
hearts of the enemy, became filled with de- 
light. 

Thus euds the eighty-seventh chapter, 
the arraying 0 the Kourava troops, in 
the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII 
(JAYADRYTHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Contiuueds 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Thus when the troops had been ex- 
tellently disposed of in that array, O sire, 
nnd when the Bheris were sounded and 
Mridangas struck up, 

2. When the soldiers uttered loud war- 
tries, and musical instruments emitted tre- 
yrendous din, when conchs were blown, and 
horripilating roars were heard, 


~ 3, When the field slowly became over- 
spread with Bharata. hetoes desirous of 
battle, and when the hour known as Rou- 
dia arrived, Savyasachin (Arjuna) made 
his appearance on the field of battle. 


4. Then, O Bharata, many thousands of 
ravens and crows flew sportively in front 
of Arjuna’s car. 

5. Various animals of fearful yells, and 
Ckals of dreadful appearance, began to 
ow in our right as we proceeded to battle. 


6; Thousands of meteors, with harsh 
sounds and blazing tails, began to drop 
down ; on that dreadful occasion, the whole 
Eearth began to quake and tremble. 

-.q. Dry winds accompanied by decp 
sounds and driving poples and gravel, be- 
an to blow when Kunti’s son made his ap- 


rance before the commencement of the 


attle. 


B. Then Satarika the son of Nakula and 
Dhristadyumna the son of Prishata, these 
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two warriors enducd with great wisdom bèa 
gan to array in order the numerous divisions 
of the Pandavas. 


Supported by a thousand cars, a hun- 
dred elephants, three thousand horses, and 
ten thousand foot-soldiers, 


to. And covering a part of the field 
measuring fifteen hundred bows, your 
son Durmarshana stationed himself in 
the very van of the troops, and thus 
spoke :— 

11. “Like the banks resisting the waves 
of the swelling main, even I myself will this 
this day hold in check the wielder of the 
Gandiva bow, that slayer of foes, that hero 
who is irrepressible in battle. 


12. To-day let people see the irate and 
indomitable Dhananjaya collide with me, 
even like a mass of stone against another 
stony mass. 


13. Stay, O you car-warriors that long 
to join in the fray! Single-handed, will I 
fight with the assembled Pandavas, for 
enhancing my glory and my fame.” 


14. Having thus spoken, O mighty 
monarch, that illustrious one of generous 
intellect, that fierc> bowmen stood, O king, 
being surrounded by many excellent car 
warriors. 


15. Then like the enraged Destroyer or 
like Vasava atmed with the thunderbolt, or 
like the unbearable god of Death wielding 
his bludgeon and let loose by Time, 


16. Orlike Siva with trident, and un- 
ruffled, or like Varuna armed with the 
noose, or like the blazing fire appearing at 
the end of a Yuga for consuming the crea 
tion, 


17. That slayer of the Nivata Kavachas; 
inflamed with rage and swelling with his 
energies,the ever victorious Jaya attached to 
truth and intent on accomplishing his great 
vow, 


18. Casedin mail, and armed with a 
sword, graced with a golden diadem, deco- 
rated with garlands of white flowers and at- 
tired in white garments, his arms decked 
with charming Amgadas and ears with res- 
plendent ear-rings, 


19. Riding on his own best of chariots, 
the embodied Nara accompanied by Nara- 
yana, shaking his Gandiva bow in battle 
appeared shining and dazzling like the 
risen sun. 


20. Then Dhananjaya endued with 
great might, O king, stopping his chariot 
efore the van of his troops where the 
thickest downpour of arrows was expected, 
blew his conch, 
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21. Thereupon the undaunted Krishna 
also, O sire, with Pritha’s son, blew with 
force that most excellent conch of his, known 
as the Panchajannya, 


22. Then at that blare of the conchs, 
O ruler of men, the soldiers of your army 
had the haiv of their body erect, and they 
trembled and were confounded. 


23. Atthe blare of their conchs, your 
troops took fright even as creatures be- 
come frightened at the rumbling of the 
thunder. 


24. All the beasts discharged urine and 
excreta. Your whole army with its animals 
became seized with anxiety. 





25. O sire, O monarch, in consequence 
of the blare of those two conchs, all men 
were deprived of their strength. And some 
of our array then were filled with fear, and 
some lost their consciousness. 


26. ‘Then frightening your soldiers, the 
ape on Arjuna’s banner with other crea- | 
tures thereon, opening its mouth, uttered a | 
terrible roar. 


27. Then conchs, horns, cymbals, and 
Anakas, were sounded and blown for in- 
spiring energy into your troops. 


28. The din thus produced, became 
mixed up with the din produced by various 
musical instrumeuts, by the shouts of warri- 
ors, and by the slappings of their armpits, | 
by the war-cries ot the great car-warriors, 
as they challenged one another. 


29. Thus when that tremendous din 
arose there—din that enhanced the fear of 
the cowards—the son of Pakasasani became | 
filled with joy ; and addressing the descen- | 
dant of the Dasarla race, he then thus | 
spoke. 

Thus euds the eighty-eightieth chapter, 
the appearance of Arjuna on the field of | 
battle, in the Fayadratha-badha of the | 
Drana Parva. | 








CHAPTER LXXXIX. | 
| 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) | 
| 


—Continued. 


Arjuna said :— | 
a. Drive, O Hrishikesha, the horses to 


Pene- 
ot where Durmarsana stands. 
eR on of elephants. I 


k his divisi : 
trating through this t of the hostile 


shall enter into the hear 
army. 


Sanjaya said :— , 
2. Thus spoken to by Savyasachin, the 
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mighty-armed Kesava drove the steeds to 
the spot where Durmarsana was standing. 


3. Thereupon, there ensued a fearful and 
terrible encounter between the many and 
the one,—encounter that was destructive, of 
many cars, elephants, and men. 


4. Then, like masses of clouds surch- 
arged with rain drenching the mountain- 
breast with their contents, Pritha’s son 
covered his enemies ‘with his arrowy down- 
pour. 


5 The warriors. of "your army then 
with great lightness of hands, hastily co- 
vered Arjuna and Krishna with a net-work 
of arrows. 


6. Then excited to the highest pitch 
of anger by his enemies, the mighty-armed 
Partha endued with great prowess, began to 
rob, with his arrows, the heads of car-war- 
riors, from their trunks. 


7. The Earth became overspread with 
handsome heads graced with ear-rings and 
head-gears, the lower lips bit by the upper 
ones, and the faces adorned with eyes in- 
flamed with rage. 


8. The countenance of the warriors scat- 
tered here and there, looked charming like 
an assemblage of plucked off lotuses lying 
crushed and strewn about the field. 


9. Armours of gold bespattered with 
blood and lying thick over the field, appear- 


| ed like masses of clouds fringed with flashes 


of lightning. 


to. The sound then created by the fall- 
ing of heads on the earth, resembled 
that produced by the falling of ripe palm 
fruit. 


11. Some headless trunks were seen 
standing there, with their bows in grasp. 
Some again stood, with their drawn svords 
raised on air (for striking). 


12. The (surviving) foremost of warriors, 
all resenting those feats of Arjuna, the son 
of Kunti, and desirous of conquering him in 
battle, did not pay any Fegan to the fallen 
heads (of their brother warriors.) 


13. The Earth became strewn over with 
the heads of horses, the trunks of elephants 
andizthe heads and arms of hereic war- 
tiors. 

14. “fhis is Arjuna’ ‘Where is Partha’ 
‘Here is Pritha's son’—O master, even 
thus were the troops of your army then 
filled with atoia of Partha. 


15. They then began to strike cne ano- 
ther and some of them again struck their 
ownselves. Confounded by ‘Time, they 
then Leheld the world te Le Iul ot Jada 
only. 
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16. Uttering cries of agony, steeped in 
blood, deprived of consciousness, suffering 
excruciating pain, many heroes prostrate on 
the field of battle, began to summon their 
friends and relatives, for succour. 


17. Holding Windipalas or lances or 
darts or swords, or battle-axes, or piked 
stakes, or scimitars, or bows or Tomaras, 


18—19. Or shafts or maces, and covered 
with mail and adorned with Angadas and 
other ornaments, and looking like huge 
snakes and resembling large bludgeons,— 
hands cut off with mighty weapons from the 
trunks, were seen to leap, jump and jerk 
about with great force, as if in rage. 


20. Whoever then ventured to advance 
in rage against Partha, had a fatal shaft 
discharged by that hero, stuck deep on his 
body. 


-21. Not the slightest flaw was then de- 
tected in Pritha’s son, as he danced in the 
terrace of his chariot and stretched his 
mighty bow. 

22. The troops belonging tothe party 
hostile to him, were then amazed by behold- 
ing the lightness of hands with which he 
took out his shafts, placed them on the bow- 
string and discharged them. 


23, Then Phalguna with his arrows pe- 
netrated elephants and their drivers, horses 
aud their riders, and car-warriors with their 
car-crivers, 


.24. There was none among the hostile 
troop, whether standing in front of him, or 
exerting in battle, or moving about or urged 
on, whom the arrows discharged by Arjuna 
did not pierce through. 


25. Just as the sun rising in the heavens 
destroys deep darkness (of night), so did 
Arjuna destroy elephants with his ar- 
ows furnished with wings of Kanka-fea- 
thers. 


;25. That part of the field occupied by 
your troops looked like the Earth at the 
hour of dessolution, covered with hillocks, in 
consequence of its being strewn over with 
fallen and mangled elephants. 


27. Just as the sun shining in the mere- 
dian is incapable of beings looked at by 
beings, so then in that battle, Dhananjaya 
inflamed with rage, was incapable of being 
looked at by his enemies. 

28. Then O scorcher of foes, the troops 
of your son afflidted with the arrows of Ar- 
juna, deserted their ranks and fled from the 
field. 


29. Like the tempest scattering and tear- 


ing a mass of cloud, Arjuna then routed 
your army; when he was thus afflicting 





the army, none could turn his eyes towards 
him. 


30—31. Afflicted by Arjuna, your troops 
viz., the cavalry, the infantry and the cars 
warriors, fled in all haste from the field 
of battle, urging their horses to the top of 
their speed by goad-strokes, by stroke of 
the horns of their bows, by growls, by en- 
couragIng commands, by wh's, by (dagger) 
cuts on their flanks and also by threatening 
speeches. 


32. Others (riding on elephants) fled 
urging their huge carriers by pressing their 
sides with toes or with the stroke of the 
hooks ; others again confounded by Parthas 
arrows, even fled to the direction of Partha 
himself, Thus then all your warriors were 
deprived of sense and their minds afso be- 
came distracted. 


Thus ends the eighty-ninth chapter, the 
fight of Arjunain the Fayadratha-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XC. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)Y 


—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. When the vanguard of my troops 
were thus slaughtered and routed by the 
diadem-decked Arjuna, what heroes of my 
army then proceeded to fight with Dhanan- 
jaya? 

2. Ordidall of them, forgetting their 
determination, enter into the Sakata array 
and stood behind the fearless Drona resem= 
bling a solid wall ? 


Sanjaya said :— 


3—4: When, O sinless one, Arjuna the 
son cf Pakasasani (Indra) had broken and 
slain with his excellent arrows our own 
troops, many were the heroes that were 
slain, or fled with depressed hearts, None 
indeed was able to look upon him. 


5. Then O king your son Dussasana, 
Seeing your troops in that wretched plight 
became inflamed with rage and advanced 


towards Arjuna for fighting with the 
latter. 


_ 6. That hero of fierce energy was cased 
in a coat of mail worked exquisitely with 


gold, and he wore also a helmet of pure 
gold. 


7. O mighty monarch, Dussasana then 
surrounded Savyasachin with a mighty di- 
vision of elephants that seemed to devour 
the whole earth. 
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8. With the booming of the bells tied to 
the necks of elephants, with the blasts of 
the conchs, with the twang of bows, with 
war cries with the roars of tuskèd ele- 
phants, 


9. The Earth, the points of the compass 
and the welkin, becaine completely filled. 


The hour appeared to be awful and 
solemn. 


to. Beholding those infuriate and huge 
elephants with extended trunks and urged 
with hooks make towards himself like so 
many winged mountains, 


11, That foremost of men, Dhananjaya 
sending up a fierce war-cry, fell to agitate 
that elephant division of his enemy, with 
his shafts. 


12, Then like a Makara entering into 
the waters of the mighty main lashed into 
fury by the tempest the diadem-decked 
Arjuna penetrated into that elephant divi- 
sion. 


13. Indeed then Partha that conqueror 
of hostile fortresses, was seen by every body 
on every side to resemble the burning sun 
that rises on the day of dissolution, in con- 
travention of all rules about direction and 
hour. 


14. In consequence of the clatter of horse 
hoofs, the rattle of car-wheels, the cries of 
combatants, the twang of bowstrings, 


15. The sounds of various musical ins- 
truments, the blasts of Panchajannya and 
Devadatta (the conchs of Arjuna and 
Krishna), and the crakling of the bow Gazt- 
diva, 

16. The troops of your army and the 
elephants therein, lest all activity and be- 
came cheerless. They were pierced by 
Savyasachin with his arrows whose touch 
resembled that of snakes of virulent 
venom. 


17. The elephants were pierced on every 
part of their bodies with the arrows of keen 
points shot by hundreds and thousands 
from the bow Gandiva. 


18. 
being slaughtered by 
Arjuna, they began f; 
the ground like mountains 
wings cut off. 


i ith long 
19. Other elephants pierced with 
Mae in the jaw or frontal globes, or tem- 
ples, began to utter yelling cries resembling 
the screach of the cranes. 
20. The diadem-decked Arjuna then 


i £ heads 
cut off with vallas of close _knots, the 
ef hostile warriors that rode on the neck of 


Uttering fierce roars when they were 
er the diadem-decked 
to fall incessantly on 
having their 


these elephants. 
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21. Those heads graced with ear-rings 
falling incessantly on the Earth, looked 
like so many letuses that Pritha’s son was 


culling, for an offering to the Gods. 


22. Entangled with the trappings, di- 
vested of their armours, lacerared with 
wounds and smeared with blood, men were 
then seen hanging from the necks of ele- 


putes as these latter careered over the 
eld. 


23. Sometimes two or three warriors 
penetrated by a single arrow decked with 


beautiful feathers and heedfully shot 
from the Gandiva, fell down on the 
Earth. 

24. Deeply pierced with Narachas and 


vomitting blood through the mouth, ele- 
phants with their riders, began to fall down 


on the ground like so many mountains co- 
vered with trees, 


25. With his vallas of straight knots 
Arjuna then began to sever the bowstrings, 
the standards, the bows, the yokes and 
the shafts of many car-warriors. 


26. Nobody was able then to detect 
when Arjuna took out his arrows or fix 
them on the string of his bows or drew the 
string back or discharged them. Bat 
Partha was then seen only to dance on thie 
terrace of his chariot with his bow drawn to 
a circle. 


27. Other elephants again pierced deep 
with Narachas and vomitting blood-in con- 
sequence, fell down on the ground as soon 
as they were struck. 


28. In that dreadtul carnage, O mighty 
monarch, innumerable headless trunks were 
seen to stand up on all sides. 


29. Numerous arms, holding bows, with 
fingers cased in leathern gloves, with swords 
in grasp, adorned with Angadas and golden 
ornaments, were seen scattered about, seve- 
red fram the trunks. 


30. With innumerable Upasakas, Adis- 
thanas, shafts, crowns, broken car-wheels 
shattered Akshas and yokes, 


gt. With warriors armed with shields 
and bows, with garlands of flowers, with 
ornaments, garments, and fallen standards 
scattered here and there, 


32. With slain elephants and horses and 
fallen Kshatriyas, the field of battle appear- 
ed exceedingly awful. 


33. Thus, O mighty monarch, the army 
of Dussasana with its leader, deeply affliet- 
ed and extensively slaughtered by the 
diadem-decked Arjuna, began to fiy 
away. — X 
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| Then Dussasana afraid and afflicted 
wink shafts, with his whole division, fell back 
upon the Sakata array and looked upon 
Drona as his only protector. 
Thus ends the ninetieth chapter, the de- 
feat of Dussasana’s division, in the Jaya- 
dratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XCI. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Having slaughtered the division of 
Dussasana, the mighty-armed Savysachin 
desirous of getting at the king of the 
Sindhus, fell upon Drona’s division. 


2. Approaching Drona who was stand- 
ing in the mouth of his array, Arjuna, with 
Krishna’s permission, folding his palms 
thus spoke to Drona. 


Arjuna said :— 

3. Wish me well, O Brahmana, and bless 
me saying Swastt. Through your grace 
I desire to penetrate through this impene- 
trable array. 


4. You are to me even as my own father» 
or the very virtuous king Yudhisthira or as 
Krishna himself. ;, This I tell you in sooth. 


5. O sire, O sinless one, even as Aswa- 
thaman deserves to be protected by you, so 
also, O foremost of the regenerate ones, I 
deserve to be protected by you. 


6. Through your grace, I desire to slay 
the ruler of the Sindhus in battle, O you 
foremost of men. OQ lord, see that my vow 
may be fulfilled.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

7. Thus spoken to, the preceptors then 
similingly replied unto Arjuna thus :—“ O 
Vibhatsu you shall not conquer Jayadratha 
without in the fisst instance conquering my 
own self.” 


8. Speaking these words only, Drona: 
with myriads of sharp arrows, covered 
Arjuna, his chariot, steeds, standard and 
charioteer, simiting all the while. 


g- Thereat Arjuna repulsing the arrowy 
showers of Drona with those of his own, 
proceeded against Drona, discharging migh- 
tier and more dreadful shafts. 

10o. Then, O ruler of men, showing due 
respect to Drona and observing the duties 
ef the Kshatriya order, Arjuna sped at him 
pine shafts. 








11. Then cutting those arrows of Arjuna 
with those of his own, Drona pierced both 
Krishna andthe son of Pandu with shafts 
that resembled poison or the blazing tougues 
of fire. 

12. The son of Pandu desired to sever 
the bow string of Drona with his arrows, 
Even when the illustrious Phalguna as thus 
thinking of cutting his bow string, 


13. The undaunted Drona endued with 
prowess, cut off with his arrows the formerg 
string ; he also pierced his horses, standards 
and charioteer. 


14, And smilingly did then Drona cover 
Arjuna himself with many arrows. Mean- 
while having strung his mighty,;bow, Pritha’s 
son, 


15. That foremost of all men versed in 
the use of weapons getting the better of his 
preceptor, quickly discharged six hundred 
arrows ; that looked as if he had taken out 
and shot only a single arrow. 


16. Once more he shot seven hundred 
other arrows and again a thousand irre- 
sistible arrows and ten thousand other 
arrows. All thesedespatched many warriors 
of Drona’s division. 


17. Pierced deep by those shafts shol 
by the mighty and accomplished Parthat 
versed in all modes of warfare, many men 
and horses and elephants began to fall 
down dead. 


18, Afflicted with those arrows, car- 
warriors dropped drown from their excellent 
chariots, deprived of horses and standards 
and weapons and life ; 


19. Like mountain-peaks or masses of 
clouds, or mansions crushed, driven or dis- 
mantled by the thunder, the tempest or the 
fire, elephants began to fall down (being 
pierced with the shafts of Arjuna). 


20. ‘Thousands of horses began to fall 
down being struck by the arrows of Arjuna, 
like so mi ny swans falling upon the Himas 
vat mountain, being driven down by shower- 
of rain. 


21. Like the sun that rises at the end of 
a Yuga, sucking up with its rays large ex- 
panses of water, the son of Pandu, by his 
showers of weapons and shafts, slew large 
bodies of car-warriors, horses elephants 
and foot soldiers. 


22. Then like the clouds covering the 
sun, the Drona-cloud with its down-pour o 
arrows, covered the Arjuna-sun whose 
-rays in the form of thick shower of arrows, 
were burning down the foremost ones among 
the Kurus, in battle. 


23. ‘Then the preceptor pierced Dhanan- 
jayaon the breast with a Naarcha dis- 
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charged with great force and capable of 
sucking out the life of every foe. 

24. Thereupon the latter trembled in all 
his limbs like a mountain during an earth 
quake. But(in a while) regaining his com- 
posure, he began to pierce Drona with 
winged arrows. 

25. Then Drona with five arrows afflict- 
ed the son of Vasudeva, and he struck 
Vibhatsu with seventy-three shafts, and his 
standard with three. 


26. Thus, O monarch, the puissant 
Drona, worsting his disciple within a mo- 
ment, caused Arjuna to disapper from the 
view, with his arrowy showers. 

27. Wethen beheld the arrows shot by 
Bharadwaja’s son fall in unbroken lines, 
and his bow present the wonderful appear- 
ance of always being drawn to a circle. 

28. Those numerous arrows furnished 
with wings of Kanka feather and discharged 
by Drona in that battle, incessantly fell, 
O monarch, on Dhananjaya and the son of 
Vasudeva. 

2g. Then beholding that battle..between 
Drona and the son of Pandu, the highly 
intelligent son of Vasudeva began to think 
about the accomplishment of the (more im- 
portant) task (v#s-, the slaughter of Jaya- 
dratha). 

30. Thereafter WVasudeva’s son thus: 
spoke addressing Dhananjaya :—“O Partha 
O Partha, O mighty-armed one, WE should 
not waste time. : 

31. Let us proceed leaving Drona alone : 
the more important task must | be accom- 
plished.” ‘Then the son of, Pritha replied 
to Krishna saying :—"‘As it lists you, 
Kesava.” 


32. Thereupon leaving the mighty-armed 
Drona to their right they proceeded on- 
wards; turning his face away, Vibhatsu 
advanced shooting his shafts. 


Thereupon Drona addressing Arjuna 
said :—‘! Where are you going, O son of 
Pandu? Is it not the fact that you never turn 
back without defeating your adversary ? 


Arjuna said :— 
You are my preceptor and not my 


; our pupil and like your son. Also 
fori EE man in the worlds who 


can vanquish you in battle. 
Sanjaya said :— 

. Having thus spoken, the mighty- 
anned vibhatsu, intent on slayin, Jayadra- 
tha, quickly rushed against the hostile 
troops. 
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36. And when he penetrated into your 
army, the two illustrious Panchala princes, 
Yudhamanyu and Uttamoujas, followed 
him, protecting his car-wheel. 


37. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, 
Jaya, Kritavarman of tne Sige race, and 
the Kamvoja king and Srutayusha—these 
put themselves on the way of Dhananjaya. 


<8. Ten thousand car-warriors followed 
these warriors. The Avisakas, the Sura- 
senas, the Sivis, the Vasatis, 


39. The Mavellakas, the Lalithyuas, the 
the Kaikayas, the Madras, the Narayanas, 
the Gopalas, and the Kamvoja clans, 


40. Who had before been defeated by 
Karna and who were regarded as heroes,— 
all these warriors placing the son of Bhara- 
dwaja at their head, and disregardful af 
their lives, rushed against Arjuna, 


41. For opposing that wrathful hero 
burning with sorrow an account of the 
death of his son’,that warrior resembling the 
all-destroying Death himself, cased ‘in 
armour, versed in all modes of warfare, 
prepared to sacrifice his life in the very 
thick of the fight, 


42. That foremost of men, fierce bow- 
man, endued with prowess, who resembled 
the infurrite leader of an elephant and who 
seemed to plunge into the ranks of your 
troops. 


43. Then the battle that raged between 
all those warriors on one side and Arjuna on 
the other, became exceeding fierce and hair- 
stirring, inasmuch as each desired to meet 
the other. 


44. Then like medicines checking a rag- 
ing malady, the Kourava warriors firmly 
united together began to check that fore- 
most of men proceeding onwards for the 
slaughter of Jayadratha. ; 


Thus ends the ninety-first chapter, 
Arjuna’s passing through Drona’s division, 
n the ‘fayadvatha-badha of the Drona 
tParva. 


CHAPTER XCII. 
GAYADRATHA BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said:— 


1. Then that mighty car-warrior vis 
Pritha’s son, endued with great might and 
prowess, was opposed in the front by those 


warriors and quickly pursued from behind —— 


by Drona himself. 
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2. Then scattering his sharp shafts like 
the lustrous orb of the day scattering his 
rays, he afflicted that host of the Kurus 
like maladies afflicting the body. 


3. On that occasion, horses were ierced, 
cars broken, elephants felled with their 
riders, umbrellas torn, ard chariots de- 
prived of their wheels. 


4. Afflicted with arrows, troops began 
to fly in all directions. ‘Thus raged that 
terrible encounter between Arjuna on the 
one hand and the Kurus on the other. 
Nothing could then be distinguished. 


5. Thus when they fought on, piercing 
one another in battle with straight coursing 
arrows, Arjuna, O king, made the hostile 
army tremble before him. 


6. Ever firmly devoted to truth, Arjuna 
of white steeds, desirous of accomplishing 
his vow rushed futiously against that best 
of car-warriors sis Drona owning crimson 
steeds, 


7. ‘Yhe preceptor Drona then pierced his 
disciple, that great bowman Arjuna, with 
twenty-five straight-flying arrows that 
penetrated to the very vitals of the latter. 


8. Thereat that foremost of all wielders 
of weapons vis Vibhatsu quickly rushed 
against Drona shooting at the sametime 
arrows capable of checking the career 
of those shot by the latter. 


9. Then Arjuna ef generous soul dis- 
charging the Brahma weapon and with his 
Vallas of close knots, repulsed the Va.las 
0 quickly shot at him by Drona. 


10. ‘Then we beheld the wonderful skill 
of the “preceptor Drona in the art of fight- 
ing, inas much as Arjuna, though youthful 
in years and exerting his best, could not 
pierce him in retutn. 


11, Then like a mighty mass of clouds 
pouring down incessant showers of rain, 
the Drona-cloud covered the Arjuna- 
mountain with his shower of arrows. 


12. Invoking into existence the Brahma 
weapon, the puissant Arjuna, O Sire, re- 
ceived that shower of arrows, cutting of the 
arrows shot by his adversary with those of 
his own. 


13. Then Drona afflicted him of the 
white steeds with five and twenty shafts ; and 
with seventy swift-coursing shafts he pierced 
Vasudeva’s son on the arms and on the 
ehest. 


14. The highly intelligent son of Pritha 
then smiling the while, checked the preceptor 
in battle who incessantly shooting sharp 
arrows, was luoking like a sea having shafts 
or its waves. 





15. Thus afflicted by Drona, those two 
foremost of car-warriors (Krishna and 
Arjuna) shunned him who then resembled 
the irresistibly raging conflagration that 
appears at the end of every Yuga. 


16. Then avoiding the aim of the 
whetted shafts shot frorn Drona’s bow, the 
diadem-decked son of Kunti fell to slaughter 
the division of the Vojas. 


17. Shunning Drona who stood immov- 
able like the Mainaka mountain, Arjuna 
then took his stand between lKritavarman 


| and Sudakshina, the ruler of the Kamvojas. 


18. Then that foremost of men, the un- 
daunted ruler of the Bhojas quickly pierced 
the invincible hero, the formost of the des- 
cendants of Kuru (Arjuna), with ten arrows 
winged with Kanka feathers. 


19. Oking, Arjuna pierced him in battle 
with sharp shafts again with another three 
arrows he confounded the descendant of the 
Satwata race (IXritavarman). 


20. Thereupon the king of the Bhojas 
smilingly pierced Pritha’s son and Vasu- 
deva of Madhus race, each with a group 
of twenty-five arrows. 


21. Bursting open his bow, Arjuna 
pierced him with twenty-one arrows resem- 
bling tongues of blazing fire, or infuriate 
snakes of virulent poison. 


22, Thereat, O Bharata, the mighty car- 
warrior Kritavarman taking up another 
bow quickly pierced Arjuna on the chest 
with five arrows. 


23. Then again with another five whetted 
arrows the pierced Pritha’s son deeply. 
Then Partha also with nine arrows struck 
him between the breasts. 


24. Beholding the son of Kunti engag- 
ed with the mighty-warrior Kritavarman, 
the descendant of the Vrishni race (Krishna) 
thought that there was no time to waste. 


25. Thereafter Krishna addressing 
Prithas's son said :—'' Do not show any 
mercy to your kinsmen ; setting at naught 


you relationship with him, do you slay and 
crush him down,” 


26. Thereat Arjuna stupefying Krita- 
varman with his arrows, plunged into the 
ranks of the Khamvoja division, being 
borne by fleet steeds, 


27. Beholding Arjuna owning white 
steeds enter into the Kamvoja division, the 
son of Hridika was inflamed with rage. 
Then stretching his bow with arrows fixed 
on the string, he came up on the two 
Panahala princes, 

28. Then with his arrows, Kritayvarman 
opposed the two Panchala princes who were 
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following in the wake of Arjuna, for pro- | and that migt i 
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tecting the wheels of his car. : latter's Howes S T seang 
vr A ? 
29. The ruler of the Bhojas Kritavar 43. 
man then pierced them both with sharp 
arrows, striking Yudhamanyu with three 
and Uttamoujas with four, 


32. They both in return pierced him 
each with ten shafts. Then again Yudha- 
manyu with three and Uttamoujas with 
another three arrows, 


: And that highly puissant hero also 
| Pierced him with seventy Narachas. There 
, upon leaving his chariot of which the steeds 
| were slain, king Srutayusha, 


44. Endued with great energy rushed 
| against Prithas’s son, heaving his huge 
| Mace over his head. ‘The heroic king 
Srutayusha was the son of Varuna, 
gt. Cut off Kritavarman'’s bow and 45. Having for his mother the mighty 
standard.“ Thereat furious with rage and | river of cool waters called Parnasa. O king, 
taking up onother bow, the son of Hridika, her mother, for the benefit of her son, had 
32. Deprived both those warriors af the | thus spoken to Varuna saying :— 
use of their bow and shrouded them ina 46. 
net-work of arrows. They both in a 
moment having ‘strung another pair of | Then Varuna gratified with her, had said— 
bows, began to strike the king of the Bhojas. | “ I accord him the boon that will be highly 
33. Meanwhile Arjuna had gone into the | beneficial to him, 


. ‘Let this son of mine be unslay- 
able in battle by his enemies on earth.” 


array of the hostile troops. But his two; 47. I give to your son a celestial weapon 

wheel-protectors held in check by Krita- | by virtueof which he will be unslayable. 

varman, obtained no admission Men could never obtain immortality on 
34. Into the divisions of the Dhartaras+ earth, 

tra army though those two foremost of men 48. O foremost of rivers, every one wha 


exerted to the best of their abilities. Mean- | has taken his birth on the face of the earth 
while that one of white steeds began to | must inevitably fall a prey to death. This 
afflict in that battle the army opposed to | son of yours, however, will ever be invin- 
him, with great agility. cible by his foes in battle, 


35. That slayer of foes then did not 49. By virtue of this weapon; so let 
slay Kritavarman though he had an oppor- | the fever corroding your heart be dismissed.” 
tunity for doing so. Then beholding him | Having thus spoken, Varuna gave him 
thus advance, the valourous King Sruta- | a mace with all necessary aphorisms, 


yusha, - 50. Obtaining which Srutayusha be 
36. Burning with rage and twanging | came invincible in all the worlds. The 

his great bow, rushed furiously on him. | illustrious iord of waters however again 

He then pierced Partha with three, and | addresed him saying :— 

Janarddana with seventy shafts, 


. And again with a sharp razor- 
fee arrow, he struck the standard of 
Pritha’s son. Then with a group of ninety 
shafts of depressed knots Arjuna, 


o amed with rage, pierced him like ; athe 
a Same ete a huge diea with the 52. But when the time for using it came, 
hook. But, O king, he (Srutayudha), did Srutayusha did not pay any heed to that 
n t tolerate that display of prowers by the | !njuction of Varuna, and with that mace 
aes of Pandu capable of crushing heroes, he began to 


a strike Janarddana. 
ith a group of seven an f 2 r 2 : 
Ha pna aia he ae his adversary. 53- Thehighly puissant Krishna receiv- 
Fi genes of Sutrayusha’s bow and ed those strokes on his broad and well-deve 
ereat cuttiugs loped shoulders ; and that mace could not 
shafts Arjuna, cause Souri to tremble even as a tempest 
40. Inflamed with rage, struck him ae can not shake a mountain. 
3 ji ows of depresse z z = 
the BN a a a Aana 54. Like some ill-accomplished feat of 
knots: d Pki up another bow, conjuration injuring the conjurer the mace 
with rage and taking up turning to Srutayusha, smote that heroic 
41—42 Pierced the son of Vasava on the | and enraged monarch stationed in bis car. 
Sas ri ine long arows. 
arms and the breast with nine ‘ons : And slaying that brave warrior it 
f foes vis. 5 nd slaying tha rav arrior i 
maea O Cees Ma with many | fell down on the ground. Struyusha being 
rju 


thousand, of arrows, smiling all the while; | slain, 
, 


sı. This mace, O son, should not be 
directed against one who is not fighting, in 
which case it will fall back upon yourself ; 
| on such occasion, coursing in an opposite 
direction it will kill him who has hurled it.’. 
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§6. The troops began to utter loud 
wails of woe, for indeed they had seen that 
subduer of foes Srutayusha slain by his own 
weapon. 

g7. As Srutayusha O ruler of men had 
hurled the mace at Krishna who was not 
engaged in the battle, it slew him who had 
hurled it. 


58. So Srutayusha fell on the field 
even in the manner indicated by the words 
of Varuna, and: he fell down deprived of 
life before the eyes of all the bowmen 
present., 

59. When falling, that dear-loved son of 
Parnasa appeared beautiful like a mighty 
tree of many branches uprooted by the 
tempest, 

6o., Then beholding that subduer of foes 
slain all the troops and their leading warriors 
hegan to fly away in all directions. 


. 61. Thereafter the heroic Sudakshina the 
son of the Kaiavoja king rushed against 
that slayer of ives viz., Phalguna, being 
harne by fleet steeds. 


6a. At him, O Bharata, Pritha’s son 
shot seven arrows, which penetrating 
thcough that hero, entred the surface of the 
earth, 


63. Pierced deep by those sharp arrows 
skot from the Gandiva bow, he in return 
pierced Arjuna in battle with ten shafts fur- 
nished with the feathers of the Kanka bird. 


- 64. He once more pierced Vesudeva’s 
gon, with three and Partha with five arrows, 
then O Sire, Pritha’s son bursting open his 
bow, cut down his stancard ; 


65,, And the son of Pandu pierced him 
with a,conple of vallas of exceeding sharp- 
mess. He also having pressed Pritha’s son 
with three such arrows uttered a fierce yell. 


66, Thereafter the brave Sudakshina 
inflamed with rage hurled at the wielder of 
the. Gandiva bow, a lance, dreadful, tied 
witlr bells and made wholly of iron. 


67. Having reached that mighty car- 
warrior Arjuna, that lance blazing like a 
mighty meteor and emitting scintillations 
of, fre; panetrated through him and then 
fell ,down,on. the ground, 


68.. Pierced deep with that lance, Arjuna 
was overwhelmed with a swoon. Then in an 
instant, that highly puissant hero recovering 
soon enought began to lick the corners of his 
mouth, 


69. Then Partha of incancievable prowess 
ierced Sudkshina and his steeds standards, 
w and charioteer with ten mnarachas 


furnished. with the feathers of; the Kanka. 


bird. 





qgo—71. And with innumerable other ara 
rows he rendered the latter’s chariot useless 
and cut it to peices. The son of Pandu then 
with an arrow of exceeding sharpness pierc- 
ed on the chest Sudakshina the Kamvoja 
ruler whose purpose and prowess had both 
even baffled. Then with his armour shatter 
ed, trembling in all his limbs, with his crown 
and Angadas falling off, 


72—73. That hero fell with head down 
wards like a flagstaff loosened from the 
socket. Like acharming Karnikara tree in 
the spring growing gracefully on the top 
of a hill, with beautiful branches, lying on 
the groved when uprooted by the tempest, 
the prince of the Kamvojas lay on the bare 
ground deprived of life, though accustomed 
to sleep on the most precious bed. 


74—75. Adorned with precious orna- 
ments, graceful, possessing eyes of coppery 
hue, wearing round the head a tiara of gold 
radiant like the flames of fire, the mighty 
armed Sudakshina, the prince of the Kam- 
vojas, felled by Partha with his arrows, and 
lying dead on the ground, appeared beauti- 
ful like a charming hill with a flat summit. 
Then beholding Srutayusha and the prince 
of the Kamvojas stain in battle, all the 
soldiers of your son’s army began to fly in 
all directions. — 


Thus ends the ninety-second chapter, the 
slaughter of Srutayusha and Sudakshina 
in the Fayadhatha-budhu of the Drona 
Parva. 





CHAPTER XCIII. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued: 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. When king Sudakshina and the 
heroic Srutayusha had been slain, your 
warriors inflamed with wrath, furiously 
rushed against the son of Pritha. 


2. The Abhisahas, the Surasenas, the 
Sinis, and the Vasatis, O king, then began 
to pour upon Dhananjaya a_ veritable 
shower of arrows. 


The son of Pandu consumed sixty. 
thousands of these and other warriors, with 
his arrows; and then the rest greatly 
frightened, began to fly away like smaller 
animals flying away from the tiger. 

4. But soon turning back, they. surround- 
ed Partha on.all sides, who-was slaying his 
foes in battle, aad trying to obtain victany. 
over. them. 
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e. Then as they made quickly towards 
himself, Doananjaya, with arrows shot from 
his Gandiva bow, began to cut down their 
heads and arms. 


6. ‘The field of battle was thickly strewn 
over with felled heads; and flights of vultures 
and crows and ravens formed its cloudy 
canopy. 

7. Beholding their troops thus extirpat- 
ed by Arjuna, Srutayush and Achyutayush, 
excited with rage and fury, began to 
fight vigorously with the former. 


8. Those two heroes endued with prow- 
ess, pride and strength of arms, and both 
born in noble families, began to scatter 
their arrows right and left, 

g. With great agility, O mighty mo- 
narch, desirous of wininng great tame and 
slaying Arjuna and doing good to your 
son. 


1o. Inflamed with rage, they covered 
Arjuna with a thousand winged — shalts 
ot depressed knots, like clouds filling a 
lake with torrents of rain. 


11. Thereafter that foremost of car- 
warriors Srutayush excited with wrath, 
struck Dhananjaya with a well-tempered 
and well-sharpened lance. 


12. Thus sorely wounded by his power- 
ful adversary, that subduer of his foes viz., 
Arjuna was overwhelmed witha swoon, con- 
founding thereby Kesava himself. 


13. At this crisis that mighty car-war- 
rior Achyutayush struck the son of Pandu 
with a trident of exceeding sharpness. 


rq. Thus he seemed to pour acid upon 
the wounds of the illustrious sen of Pandu; 
thus deeply pierced, Pritha’s son caught 
hold of bis flag-staff for supporting himseit. 


15. Thereupon, O ruler of men, a loud 
and deafening roar was uttered by all your 
troops, tor they considered Dhananjaya to 
be slain. 

16. Vhenseeing,Partha losing conscious- 
ness, Krishna was very mnch distressed ; 
and then he began to comfort Ditananjaya 
with words southing and agreeable, 


17--18. Then those foremost of car- 
warriors, Srutayush and Achyutayush of 
true aim, scattering their showers of arrows 
on allsides in that battle, made Dhananjaya 
and the sou Vasudeva of the Vrishni race 
and their car, car-wheels, Kuvaras, steeds, 
flag-staff and banner, disappear from the 
view. All this indeed seemed wonderful. 


19. Then, O Bharata, recovering slowly, 
like one coming back. from a visit w the 


regions of Death, Vibhatsu, 
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20. Saw his chariot and Kesava shroud- - 
ed witha net-work of arrows; then behold 
ing lus two opponents standing before 
him like two blazing fires, 


21. The mighty car-warrior Partha in- 
voked into existence the terrible Sakra- 
weapon. From that weapon issued out 
thousands of arrows. 


22 


Those arrows then struck those two 
fierce bowmen Srutayush and Achyutayush ; 
and the arrows shot by these latter, being: 
cut off by those of Partha, began to drop 
down through the sky. 


23. Then Pandu’s son checking the force 
of all arrows directed towards him with 


began to run hither: 
field encountering: 


that of his own shafts, 
and thither over the 
mighty car-warriors. 


24. Then those two heroes deprived’ of 
their arms and heads, by the arrows of 
Arjuna, fell down on the earth like mighty 
trees broken down by the wind. 

The slaughter of Srutayush and 
caused a surprise like to what 
Lif the ocean be dried up. 


25. 
Achyutayush 
men would fee 

26. 
the followers of those tw 
son plunged into the army 
crushing down numerous 
warriors (at each step )- 


Then, having slain fifty car-warriors, 
o princes, Pritha’s’ 
of the Bharatas, 
dephants and 


27. Beholding Srutayush slain, Ọ Bha- 
rata, the enrage Niyutayush and Dirgha- 
yush, 

28. The sons of the former two heroes 


both foremost of men, assaulted the son 
of Kunti, afflicted with calamity that had 
befallen their sires. they proceeded, scatter 
ing arrows of diverse description. 


29. But Arjuna now excited to the 
highest pitch of fury, with his arrows of 
depressed knots, sent them instantly to the 
abode of Death. 


go. Then the foremost Kshatriyas of 
your army were not able to oppose Pritha’s 
von who had been agitating the troops like 
an elephant agitating a lake over-grown 
with lotuses. 


31. Then thousands of well-trained 
elephant riders belonging to the divisons 
of the Angas, excited with rage, O king, 
surrounded the son of Pandu, with their 
elephant forces. 


Commanded by Duryodhana, the’ 
the Southerners and other kings 
uler of the Kalingas, sur- 
h their elephants huge 


32- 
Easterners, 
hearded by ther 
rounded Arjuna wit 
as hills. 

23. But with the arrows shot fram. his 
Gandiva bow, Arjuna quickly cut’ off theig, 
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heads and arms decked with ornaments, 
ws they were rushing against him. 


34. Strewn over with their heads, and 
arms decked with Angadas, the Barth 
appeard as if covered with golden stones 
and numerous snakes, 


35. Arms severed by means of arrows 
and heads lying crushed, appeared like 
birds shot down from the top trees. 


36. Pierced with thousands of shafts 
and covered with profuse blood, elephants 
looked like mountains during the rainy 
season, with red-chalk solution streaming 
down their sides. 


37. Others slain by the whetted arrows 
of Vibhatsu, lay prostrate on the field of 
battle. Numerous Mlechas, riding on the 
backs of elephants, of ugly appearnces, 


38. Attired in various kinds of garments 
and, O king, armed with numerous wea- 
pons and weltering in blood, appeared 
beautiful, as they Jay on the ground deprived 
of life by means of various kinds of shans, 


39. Thousands of elephants with their 
bodies mangled, and their riders and 
those who followed them, having been 
struck with the arrows of Pritha’s son, 
vomitted blood, 


40. Or uttered yells of agony. or fell 
down, or careered wildly in all directions. 
Nnmerous other elephants greatly fi ighten= 
ed, crushed their own raiks. 


41—43. Many other elephants armed with 
weapons and fierce like snakes of virulent 
poison, also did the same. Numerous 
furious Yavanas, Paradas, Sakas Valhikas 
aid Miechas born of the cow (of Vasisth;), 

ossessed of fearful eyes, accomplished 
In smittiny, looking like emissaries of Death, 
all versed in the use of ilusive powers of 
tle Asuras, and many other Dravatisaras, 
Daradas, Pundras, thousands in number, 
in bands of hundreds and thousands and 
together forming a force that was innumer- 
able, 


44. Began to pour on the son of Pandu 
their sharp arrows. Those Mlechas also 
versed in all modes of war, began to shower 
on Arjuna their countless shafts. 


45. Dhananjava also poured his arrows 
on them in quick succession; and the 
arrows discharged from the Gandiva bow 
appeared like flights of locusts, as they 
flew through the air. 


46—47. Having with his arrows created 
shade of over the troops like to that of 
the clouds, Dhananjaya slew, by the dint of 
his weapons, all the Mlechas having: heads 
completely shaved or partially shaved or 
eevered’ with matted hair, filthy in their 
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mode of living, and of malicious counte- 
nances. Pierced with hundreds of shafts, 
these rangers of the mountains, 


48—50. Those dwellers of caves, began 
to fly away from the field of battle out 
of sheer fear. Ravens Kankus, birds 
and wolves, with great delight, then began 
to drink the blood of the elephants, horses 
and their Mlecha riders, as they lay postrate 
on the feld being cut down by the sharp 
arrows of Pritha’sson. Arjuna then caused 
a river to flow un the field of battle, of 
which (slain) foot-soldiers, car-warriors, 
horses and elephants formed the embank- 
ments; shower of shafts formed the rafts 
(wherewith to cross it) ; hair of slain) com- 
batants formed the moss and the weed float- 
ing om the surface ; and blood formed its 
surging billows ; and that river was dread- 
ful and fierce to look at. 


51. The fingers cut off from the arms 
of warriors constituted its smaller fishes ; 
it was as dreadful as the Destroyer himself 
at the end of a Yuga; the bodies of (slain) 
elephants chocked its flow, and that river 
of blood proceeded towards the kingdom 
of Yama. 


52. The Earth was deluged with the 
blood flowing from the bodies of slain 
princes, elephants, horses, car-warriors 


and horsemen, and its uplands and low- 
lands could not be distingnished, as if 
Vasava had ponred a torrent of rain over 
it. Six thousand brave warriors, 

53—54. And many other Kshatriyasr 
were despatched by that foremast of Kshat 
triyas to the abode of Death. ‘Ihousands o 
elephants equipped according to rule, being ` 
pierced with numerous arrows, 


55. Lay prostrate on the field like so 
many mountains struck down by the thun- 


der boh. Then Arjuna careered over the 
p Rold slaying horses, car-warriors and- 
elephants, 

50—58. Like an elephant in rut crush- 


ing a lorest of reeds. fustas fire helped 
forwarded by the wind, burns down a forest 
abounding in trees, creepers, brush-woods, 
dry fuels; and grass, so, that fire viz, the 
enraged Dhananjaya, the son of Pandu, 
having arrows tor his flames, and helped 
forward by the vishna-wind, consumed the 
forest constituted by vour troops. Emptying 
the terraces of the cars, Arjuna over-spread 
the Earth with the corpses of men, 


59. Jn that confused encounter Dhanan- 
java seemed to dance weilding his bow in 
his hand. Deluging the ground with blood 
drawn by means of shafts resembling the 
thunder bolt itself, 


60. Dhananjaya, inflamed with wrath, 
plunged deep into the ranks of the Bharata 
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troops. When he was thus advancing, 
Srutayudha the ruler of the Aivastha’s 
then opposed him. i 


61. Thereupon, O sire, when he was thus 
exerting himself against Arjuna, the latter 
with sharp arrows furnished with wings 
made of kanba feathers, speedily cut down 
his horses. 


62. Then with other arrows cutting off 
his bow, Arjuna began tocareer over the 
field. Thereat the ruler of the Amvasthas 
with eyes rolling in rage, ; 
mace, 


63. And assaulted in that battle Pritha’s 
son and also the mighty car-warrior 
Kesava. Then O Bharata that hero, up- 
lifting and striking with his mace. 


64. Checked the progress of Arjuna’s 
car, and with it began to-strike Kesava ; be- 
holding Kesava struck with the mace, that 
slayer of hostile herees, 


65—67. Arjuna, O Bharata, excited to 
the highest pitch of anger, showeied over 
that foremost of car-wacriors viz the ruler of 
the Amvasthas wielding the mace, numerous 
shafts furnished with golden wings, like 
the mass of clouds enshrouding the risen 
sun. ‘Thereafter with other arrows, 
Pritha’s son splintered inte pieces the 
mace of that illustrious warrior ; indeed this 
feat appeared to be marvellous. Then 
beholding that mace of his cut down, and 
taking up another heavy one, 

63—69. The ruler of the Amvasthas 
begap to strike Vasudeva’s son and Arjuna, 
incessantly. Thereat Arjuna with a couple 
of razor-headed arrows cut off his upraised 
arms wielding the mace, that resembled the 
pole of Indra; and then with another 
winged shaft he cut oft bis head. Then 

. that king,t O monarch, fell down on the 
Earth creating a loud noise, 

o. Like a standard raised in honor of 
Indra falling down, when the ropes tying 
it to the engine (on which it is posted) are 
cut off. Then plunging deep into the 
division of cars, and surrounded by hundreds 
upon hundreds of elephants and steeds, the 
son of Pritha looked like the sun cover- 
ed with thick masses of clouds. 


Thus ends the ninety-third Chapter, the 


slaughter of the Amvastha king and others, 
in the CE SARC of the Drona 
Parva. 


took up his | 
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CHAPTER XCIV. 
JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Continued. _ 


Sanjaya said :—- 


_t. When the son of Kunti, out of a de- 
sire for slaying the king of the Sindhus, had 
penetrated into the Bharata army, after 
having pierced through the invincible 
division of Drona and the Bhoja king, 


2. When also, O king, the heir of the 
king of the Kambhojas, namely prince Su- 
dakshina, also the powerful Srutayudha,had 
been slain by Savyasachin, 


3. When the divisions of your army had 
been broken and routed in all directions, 
your son seeing his troops shattered, speedi= 
ly proceeded towards Drona. 


4. Hastily riding on a single car, he re- 
paired to Drona and addressing him said: 
—'That foremost of men Arjena has al- 
ready passed through this mighty army, 
having crushed it completely ; 


5. Now decide with the help of your un- 
derstanding, what should be done next, for 
bringing about the slaughter of Arjuna, 
taking into consideration this fearful car- 
aage. 

6. De you so arrange that, that foremost 
of men may not slay Javadratha. May 
good betide you. You are our sole protec- 
tor. 


7. Like a raging fire consuming a heap 
of dry grass and fuel, this Dhananjaya-fire 
urged on by the wind of his anger, is con- 
suming the grass and fuel formed by my 
troops. 

$. © aMicter of your foes, being inform- 
ed that the son of Kunti had passed through 
this division Having pierced through it, the 
warriors entrusted with the protection of 
Jayadratha, are being preyed upon by 
anxiety. 

O vou foremost of those conversant 
with the Brahma, it was a firm conviction 
with the kings that Dhananjaya would 
never be able to secape Drona alive. 


to. O you of burning splendour, when 
Pritha’s son has succeeded in penetrating 
through your division before your very eyes, 
L consider, all my troops to be involved in a 
great catastrophy. Andeed, I think 1 have 
no troops. y 

11. I know you, O illustrious one, to be 
attached to the interests of the Pandavas; 
therefore, O Brahmana. I am losing my 
sense in the thought what should be doue 
by me next. 
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12. To the best of my prowess, O Brah- 
mana, I try to behave well with you, I 
also, exert to the best of my capabilities 
for satisfying you; still you do nut scem to 
attach any value to all these. 


13. O you of prowess infinite, although ; 


we are ever devoted to you, you do not wish 
us well; but you are ever satisfied with 
the Pandavas who are intent on injuring 
ourselves, 


14. Though you live upon our bread, 

et you are instrumental in injuring us. l 

on not before that, you are but a razor 
Soaked in honey. 


15. If you had not given me assurances 
of vanquishing the Pandavas, l would 
never have prevented the ruler of the 
Sindhus from returning to his own domi- 
nions, 


16, Fool that I am, hoping to obtain 
protection from you, I gavc assurances of 
safety tothe king of the Sindhus; now I 
see that I have virtually offered him as a 
victim to Death. 


17. It is possible for a man to escape 
even when he goes inside the jaws of Death, 
but there is not the slightest chance of es- 
cape for Jayadratha, when he once comes 
within the reach of Partha in battle. 


18., O you owning crimson steeds, do 
you so manage that the ruler of the 
Sindhus may yet be saved. Be 
angry with me for all these raving of mine 
afflicted as | am with grief. Oh! save, save 
the ruler of the Sindhus ! 


Drona said :— 


19. 1 do not take vour words in ill-part ; 
ou are to me like Ashwathaman himself, 
tell you this for sooth. „O ruler of men, 

do'you now act up to my advices. 

20. 


the best of the species. Creating a small 
breach only, Dhananjaya can pass very 
quickly through it. 

21. Can you not see the innumerable ar- 
rows shot by the diadem-decked Arj: 





with his Gandiva bow, are failing full 
two miles behind his car as he is advan- 
cing ? 


22. Grown up in years, I can not indeed 
proceed so hastily. Moreover, there! do you 
see the whole army of the Parthas assailing 
our van. 


23. Yudhisthira also should he captured 
by myself, b. fore the eyes of all bowmen. 
Even this, O mighty armed one, iris been 
the vow undertaken by me amidst all Ksha- 
triya warriors. 


not ; 


e Krishna is the best of all drivers of į 
chariots, and his horses_are the flectest and | 


| 
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24. Abandoned by Dhananjaya, O king 
he now stands at the head of tus divisions. 
For these reasons | shai not fight with 
Pialguna, leaving the van of our array 
uncared ior, 

25. Duly supported, do you go yourself 
and fight with your unsupported foe who 
is equal to you in nobility of birth and in the 
achievement of feats. De not afraid! You 
are the lord of this world. 

26. You area sovereign, a hero, poss- 
essed of fam, and skilful in defeating tyour 
opponents). O valorous subjugator of hos- 
ule fortresses, hie yoursell, theretore to that 
part of the field where Dhananjaya is. 





Duryodhana said :— 


27. O preceptor, how is it possible for me 
to hold in check that Dhananjaya who has 
passed even yourself, the foremust of all 
wielders of weapons ? 


28. It may be possible for me to conquer 
in battle Purandara armed with his thun- 
der-boit, but it is not possible for me to con- 
quer Arjuna that subjugater of hostile 
towns, 


29. He by whom the son of Hridika, the 
ruler of the Bhojas and yourseli equal to a 
god, have all Leen vanquisiied with the 
showers of his weapons, he by whom 
Srutayush has been slain, 


go. He by whom Sudakshina and king 
Srutayudha have been slain, as also Sruta- 
yush and Achyutayush and myriads of 
Miechas also have been slain, 


31. llow can I encounter that invincible 


į sen of Pandu, accomplished in the use of all 


kinds of weapons and resembling the all- 
destroying Hire itelf ; 

32. How it ts that you to-day think me 
competent tv fight with him? I am entirely 
dependent on you and am your slave; Oh ! 
save my honor! 


Drona said :— 


33- O foremost descendant of the Kuru 
race, you speak all that is true. Really 
Dhanarjaya is incapable of suflering defeat. 


; Be T myself will so act by which you will 


be able to bear him. 


a4. Let all wiclders of bow inhabiting 
this world, behold to-day the marvellous 
fact, of the son of Kunti being held in check 
by you, even before Vasudeva himself. 





35- This golden coat of mail of yours, O 
king, I shall so tie on you that all weapons 
discharged by human hands will not be 
able to pierce you in battle. 


36. Even if the three worlds, with the 
Asuras, the celestials,the Yakshas, the Rep- 
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` 
tiles ind, the Rakshasas, together with all 
bunan beings, fight with you to-day, still 
you need entertain no fear, 
37. Neither Krishna, nor 


; the son of 
Kunti, nor any other 


wielder of weapons, 


will be able to pierce your armour in battle | 


with his arrows. 


38. So, cased in this golden armour, 
do you bastily advance upon the wrathfui 


i 


Arjuna, yourself; he shall not be able to: 


bea you in battle to-day. 


Sanjaya said :— 


39. Having thus spoken, Drona quickly 


rinced his mouth with water and then bound | 
that lustrous armour on Duryodhana, hav- | 


ing duly reiterated most marvellous incan- 
tations. 


40. In that dreadful battle, that foremost 
of persons conversant with the knowledge of 
the Vedas, was desirous of bestowing victory 
on your son and of exciting the wonder of 
«he worlds with his excellent learning. 


Drona said :— 

41. Mayall the Vedas, the Brahmanas 
avd Brahman himself, and the Reptiles and 
other beings of superior order bless you, 
O Bharata! 

42. May Yayati, Nahusa, Dhundhumara 
and Bhagiratha and other royal sages bless 
you in all acts ! 

43. May you obtain blessings from crea- 
tures having one leg only and creatures 
having many also! May you also get bles- 
sings from those whe have no legs at all! 

44. May Swaha, and Swadha and Sachi 
all bless you always! O sinless one, may 
Lakshmi and Arundhati also pronounce 
benedictions on you ! 

45. May Asita, Devala, Vishwamitra, 
Angiras, Vasistha, and Kasyapa, O mo- 
march, bless you ! 

46. May Dhatri, and Vidhatri, the 
quarters of heaven and their regents and 
the six-headed Kartikeya do all that is 
beneficial to you! 


47. May the illustrious Vivaswat bless 
you to-day ! May the four elephants. guard- 
ing the cardinal points, the earth, the fir- 
manent, the planets, 


48. ‘And he who is underneath this earth, 
and O king, who ever upholds her, viz., 
Sesha, that foremost of snal'es—may 
these do what is beneficial to you - 


49. © Son of Gandhari, in days gone 
by, the Asura named Vritra, exerting his 
might in battle, had defeated the foremost 


of celestials in battle. 


ail} 


| 
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50. All those dwellers of heaven then with 
Indra at their head, destitute of their energy 
and prowess, sought refuze with Brahman 
pein highly afraid of the mighty Asura 

titra. 


The celastials said :-— 


51. “O foremost of the celestials, O best 
of the gods, be you the prot ctor of the 
gods now, crushed as they are by tne Asura 
Vritva. Save us trom this our great tear,” 


Drona continued :— 

5% Thereupon Brahman addressing 
Vishnu stinding by his side, as also tlre 
oiher foremost of celestial headed by Indra, 
spoke to them that were are depressed, these 
words, all pertectly true. 

53. ‘The celestials with Indra at their 
head, as also the regenerate order are ever 
deserving of my protection. But the energy 
of Vashtri from which Vritra has been 
created is indeed irrepressible. 

54. In days gon by, observing ascetic 
austerities for millions of years, Tashtri 
created, O Gods, Vritra, having obtained 
permission tie:to from Mahadeva. 


55- Hence that mighty energy of ours 
has succeeded in vanquishing you through 
the grace of that god. Without repairing 
to the place where Sankara Stays, you can 
not expect to obtain a sight of him. 


56. After you have seen that god, you 
will be able to conquer Vritra. Therefore, 
his yoursleves to the Mandara mountain; 
there dwells that origin of ascetic austerities, 
that destroyer of Datsha’s sacrifice, 

57- That wielder of the Pinaka, that 
lord of all creatures, that slayer of the Asura 
that Bhaganetra. Thereugon all those celes- 
tials accompanied by Bratma, proceeded to 
the Mandera mountain, 


58. And toere, beheld that heap of 
energy, who resembled in radiance a million 
of suns. (Seeing the gals com ) Mahadeva 
said :—‘All hail O god ! Speak what am L 
to do for you ! 

59. A sight of my self cannot be barren, 

So let the fruition of vour desires proceed 
from this!” Thus spoken to, all those de- 
nizensof heaven replied to him saying .— 

60. “Aii our energy has been robbed by 
Viitra. Be you the protector of us thé 
dwellers of heaven. O God, look upon ouc 





budis mangled and mutilated with the 
| wounds inflicted by the Asura. We seek 


protection from you; O God of gods, be 
yon our refuge.” 
Sarva said :— 

61. “O Gods, it is well-kadwn to ll of 
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"you, how this Asura, surcharged with 
strength, dreadful, and incapable of being 
held in check by persons devoid of ascetic 


merit, came into being, created by the 
energy of Tashtrt. 
62. Surely it is my duty to protect 


O Sakra, take this 
O 


the denizens of heaven. 
radiant coat of mail off my body; and 


lord of the gods, don it, reiterating these | 


Mantras. 


Drona continued :— 


63. Having thus spoken,that giver of 
boons, gave that armour and the necessary 
Mantras to Indra. Clad in that coat of 
mail Indra then assaulted the army of 
Vritra. 


64. Although then in that dreadful battle 
myriads of weapons of diverse description 
were hurled at him, yet they could not 
slacken or pierce through the joints, of that 
armour. 


65. Then the Lord of the celestials slew 
Vritra in battle and gave afterwards that 
armour of which the joints were composed 
of Mantras, unto Angiras. 


66. Angiras again gave those Mantras 
to Vrihaspati his son conversant with all 
Mantras, Vrihaspati next imparted them to 
the intelligent Agnivesya. 


67. Agnivesya gave them to me; and 
now with the help of those Mantras 1 have 
bound up this armour on you, O foremost 
of the kings, in order to guard your body 
from all weapon-wounds. 


Sanjaya said :— 

68. Having thus spoken, Drona that 
foremost of all preceptors, once more ad- 
dressed your son endued with great cfful- 
gence, thus :— 


69. “O ruler of men, I don this armour 
on your body joining its parts by means 
of Brahina-threads. Even thus did Brah- 
man springing from the golden lotus, put 
it on Vishnu. 


70. Idoniton you, even in the same 
manner in which Brahman himself had put 
this armour of celestial make on Indra, 
during the battle caused by the abduction 
of Taraka.” 


71. Thus having tied that armour on 
Duryodhana with due Mantras, the re- 
generate Drona despatched the king to the 
mighty encounter. 


72. Then the mighty-armed king, ac- 
contered by the illustrious preceptor, sup- 
orted by a thousand car-warriors of the 
Trigartta country, all accomplished in 
sunting, down, 


MAHABHARATA. 


73. As also by a thousand infuriate 
elephants endued with great might and a 
hundred thousand horses and numerous 
other mighty--carwarrior, 

74. Advanced against the chariot of 
Arjuna. > He then proceeded accompanied 
by the sounds of various kinds of musica 
| >Y 3 
| instruments, even like the son of Virochana 
| (in the days of yore). 
| 


75. Thereupon O Bharata, a loud up- 
| roar was created by your troops as they 
| beheld the illustrious Kuru king advance 
| like the fathomless deep itself. 

Thus ends the ninety-fourth Chapter, 
the donning of the armour on Duryodhana 
by Drona, in the Fayadratha-bodha of the 
Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER XCV. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARYVA)-— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said: 

1. When that foremost of men vis king 
Duryodhana had started from behind, fol- 
lowing Pritha’s son and him of the Vrishni- 
race, both of whom, O monarch, had pene- 
trated into the Kourava ranks, 


The Pandavas supported by the 
Somakas furiousty assaulted Drona, creat- 
ing aloud din. Thereupon a fearful battle 
commenced between them and Drona’s 
{roups. 


3. The battle then that commenced 
between the Kurus and the Pandavas at 
the van of their array was terrible, awful, 
and capable of making the hair to stand 
erect; and it was wonderful to the extreme. 


4. O king, that battle that raged when 
the sun shone on the meridian, was such 
that we had neither seen nor heard of its 
like, ever before. 


5. The troops of the sons of Pritha 
commanded by Dhristadyumna, all accom- 
plished in smiting and arranged in proper 
order, covered the division of Drona with 
arrowy showers. 


2 


6. We also placing that foremost of all 
wielders of bow namely Drona, at our head» 
began to pour our showers of arrows on 
the Parthas headed by the son of Prisata. 


7. The vanguards of the two hosts, 
teeming with cars and appearing charm- 
ing, then looked like two masses of clounds 
in the summer sky, rushing towards each 


other, being driven by apposite winds, 
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8. Clashing against each other, the two 
armies put ferth their exertions, like the 
rivers Ganga and Yamuna swelling with 
water during the rainy season, =i 

9. Having various kinds of weapons for 
the wind that preceeded them, abounding 
in elephants, horses and chariots, sur 
charged with the lightning formed by the 
flashing of maces wielded by warriors, the 
fierce and thick mass of cloud constituted 
by the army of the Kurus, 


to. Driven forward by the tempest cons- 
tituted by Drona, and incessantly pour- 
ing its arrowy showers, tried to extinguish 
the raging fire cons.ituted by the Pan- 
davas. 


11. Then that foremost of regenerate 
heraes, namely Drona,agitated the Pandava 
hosts like a raging tempest in the summer, 
agitating the mighty main, 

12. They also, putting forth all their 
endeavours, awaited Drona himself, like a 
strong current of water striking against 


an embankment with a view of carry it 
away. 
13. Then like unto a mountain check- 


ing the prozress of torrents of water, in that 
batde, Drona held in check the enraged 
Pandavas, Panchalas and Kekayas. 


14. Other kings also endued with great 
might and heroism began to oppose the 
Panchalas, having surrounded them on all 
sides. 

15. Thereafter in that battle, that fore- 
most of men, viz., Prisata’s son, supported 
by the Pandavas, repeatedly assailed Drona 
desirous of breaking through his divi- 
sion. 


16. Indeed, as Drona poured his arrowy 


! 
| 
| 
| 








showers on the son of Prisata, so also, did | 


this latter pour his own on the son of Bhara- 
dwaja. 

T7 Then the Dhristadyumna-cloud 
having rapiers and swords for the winds that 
preceeded it, well-furnisied with darts, lan- 
ces and scimitar,having the bowstring for its 
flushes of lightning, and the twang of the 
bow for its rumbling, 





18. Poured, on all directions, torrents of į 


weapons, for its showers of stones, slaying 
large bodies of car-warriors, best steeds &e.; 
he seemed to deluge the earth with cnr- 
rents of blood, created by means of his 
weapon. 


19. Then with his arrows Prisata’s son 
turned Drona away from all those breaches 
in the ranks of the car-warriors of the Pan- 
davas, through which the latter tried to 
pass, striking the men there with his ar- 


rows. 
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20. Then O Bharata, the division of 
Drona, although he exerted to the best of 
his might, became divided in three parts, 
having encountered Dhrishtadyumna in 
battle. 


21. One of these divisions retraced their 
steps towards Kritayarman the ruler of the 
Bhojas, the other towards Jalasandha, 
and the other slaughtered by the Pan- 
davas fell back upon Drona himself. 


22. ‘Then, as many times did that fore- 
most of car-warriors, Drona rally his troops, 
so many times did that mighty car-war« 
rior Dhrishtadyamna breaz and route 
them. 


23. Then like herds of cattle distitute of 
herdsmen slain by the beasts of prey, 
the troops of the Kurus divided in three divi 
sions, began to be slaughtered by the Pan- 


| davas and the Srinjayas. 


24. People then thought that in that 
terrible battle Death himself devoured 
up warriors stapefied by the mighty 


Dhrishtadyumna. 


25. Justasthe dominions of a wicked 
monarch are devasted by famine, pestilence 
and marauders, so were your own troops 
slaughtered and destroyed by the Pan- 
davas. 


26. Our eyes were then dazzled and 
blinded by the weapons and armours on 
which the sun’s rays were reflected, as also 
by the dust raised by the troops. 


27. Then when his troops had been de- 
vided in three bodies and when they: were 
being slaughtered by ihe Pandavas, Drona 
inflamed with fury, began to consume the 
Panchalas with hts arrows, 


28. Thenas Drona, crushed and slew 
the hostile host with his arrows, his appear- 
ance looked like that of the blazing fire 
that appears at the time of the universal 
Dissolution. 

29. That mighty car-warrior, O king, 
then in that bate, began to picce 
car-warriors, elephants, and steeds and 


foot-soldiers each with a single arrow 
only. 
30. There was none, O Bharata, in the 


host of the Pandavas who could bear the 
arrows in that battle, shot, O lord, from the 
bow of Drona. 


31. Scorched by the rays of the sun and 
felled by the arrows of Drona, the army of 
the Pandavas, O Bharata, began to reel 
about on the field. 


32. So also yeur troops afflicted by the- 
arrows, of Parsata, appeared to blaze 
up at every place, like a dry forest. an 
fire. F 
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aA. When the troops were thus being 
slanghtered by the arrows of Drona and 
Prisati's son, all warriors, heedless of their 
lives, fought on putting forth ail their best 
energies. 

34. O foremost of the Bharatas, then 


there was none among your vr the enemy's | 


bost, who, O mighty monarch, forsook the 
fight out of fear. 


35. His brothers, Vivinsati Chitrasena 
ard the mighty car-warrior Vixsarna, 
opposed KĶunti's son Bhimasena in the 
battle. 


36.. The two princes from Avanti, viz., 
Vinda and Anuvinda and the highly puis- 
sant Kshemadburti were the followers of 
your three sons. 


37. That mighty car-warrior, the king 
ef the Valhikas, endued with strength and 
nobility of birth, assisted by his troops and 
ministers, began to hold in check the sons 
of Droupadi. 


38. Saivya, the king of the Govasanas 
supported by a thousand excellent warriors, 
faced the son of the iasi king and began 
to oppose that valourous prince). 


39. King Salya the ruler of the Madras 
began to resist king Aja‘satri Yudhisthira 
that son of Kunti, who resembled a blazing 
fire. 


40. The vindictive Dussasana inflamed 
with: rage and inspired with courage 
and heading his own troops, advanced 
upon that foremost of car-warriors viz 
Satyaki. 

41. Myself cased in mail, furnished with 
arms and supported by my uoops, number- 
ing four hundred picked bowmen strong, 
resisted Chekitana himself. 





42. Sakuni accompanied by seven hun- 
dred Gandhara warriors armed with lances 


darts and bows, began to oppose the son of 
Madri. 


43. The two princes Vinda and Anuyinda, 
born fierce bowmen, for the sake of their 
friend Duryodhana, rushed upon Virata the 
rulers of the Matsyas, heedless of their 
lives and holding their weapons over head: 


44. Exerting his best, Valhika resisted 
the invincible and puissant Sikhandin the 
sez of Yajnasena, capable resisting all 
foes, i 


45. The. prince of Abanti supported 
by the Souviras and the ruthless Prava- 
drakas opposed Dhristadyumna the pan- 
chala prince whose very appearance reflect~ 
ed'wrath. 


6. Alayudha quickly rushed upon that 
Sisto Rakshasa Ghototkacha of fierce 





deeds who was proceeding to battle with 
tury. 

47. The mighty ¢ar-warrior Kuntibhoja, 
supported by large division of troops 
resisted that wrathful Alamvusha that best 
of the Rakshasas. 


48. Thus in that battle thousands of 
single combats were fought, O Bharata; 
and then the ruler of the Sinduis was staa 
tioned behind all the troops, and he was 
there protected by Kripa and other such 
car-warriors and bowmen, 


49. O King, then the son of Drona on 
the right and the son of Sunta on the left, 


these, two great warriors were engaged in. 


protecting the car-wheels of the ruler of 
the Sindhus, 


50. A number of other warriors headed 
by Somadattas' son, viz., Kripa, Vrishasena, 
Sala and the invincible Salya were engag- 
ed in protecting his rear. 

st. Thus many warriors accomplished 
in the art of fiyhting and conversant with 
the rules of policy, having arranged for 


| the saety of the Sindhu king, went on fight- 


ing with the Pandavas. 


Thus ends the ninety-fifth chapter, the 
fierce fight, in the Fayadratha badha of the 
Drona Purva. 


CHAPFEER XEVI1. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Hear from me, O king, as I relate to 
you, the description of the wonderful fight 
that then took place between the Kurus and 
the Pandavas, 


2. Then the Parthas desirous of break- 
ing through the Kuru array fought vigorous- 
ly with Bharadwaja’s son Drona, having 
encountered him at the head of his array. 


3: Drona also, desirous of wrining great 
fame, fought on with the Parthas, protect- 
ing his array and helped, in the encounter, 
by his own troops. 


4. Then the two Avanti princes Vinda 
and Anuvinda, those well-wishers of your 
son, inflamed with rage, pierced Virata 
with ten sharp arrows, 


5. Virata also, O mighty monarch, en- 
countering in battle these two puissant 
heroes together with their followers, fought 


‘on cheerfully. 
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6. A cruel and sanguinary combat 
raged between them, like that between a 
lion and a pair of elephants in rut ina 
forest. bees 


7, The highly powerful son of Yajna- 
sena pierced with force, Vathika, with 
dreadful and sharp arrows capable of 


penetrating to the very vitels and the 
bones. 
8. Thereupon Valbika also inflamed 


with rage, deeply struck Yajnasena’s son | 
with nine shafts of depressed knot, whetted | 


on stone and furnished with golden wings. 


g. Then that battle raged furiously in 
which arrows, lances and darts were freely 
used and that inspired terror into the hearts 
of the cowards and delight into those of the 
heroes. 


to. Then with the arrows discharged by 
them, the welkin and the quarters became 
completely shrouded, and nothing could 
be distinguished. 

11, Saivya the ruler of the Govasanas, 
with his troops, fought with that mighty car- 
warrior the son of Kasyapa, even as an 
elephant fights with its rival. 

12. Then the king of the Valhikas ex- 
cited with wrath, fought with the mighty 
car-warriors, the sons of Wroupadi; and 
then he shone like the soul fighting with 
five senses. 

13. Those five princes, O foremost of 
embodied beings, fought with him discharg - 
ing their numerous arrows, like the sense- 
objects ever fighting with the body. 
Dussasana struck in 


14. Your son 





that | 


battle Satyaki of the Vrishni race with nine | 


sharp shatts of depressed knots ; 


15. Thereupon Satyaki of invincible 
prowess, being thus deeply pierced by that 
mighty and fierce bowman, Was soon par- 
tially deprived of his senses, 


16. Then regaining his composure, he 
of the Vrishni race, pierced that mighty 
car-warrior viz your son, with ten shatts 
furnished with wings of the Xanta feather. 


17. Then those heroes piercing each other 
deeply, and each afflicted with the shatts of 
the other, shone, O king, like two blossom- 
ing Arnsuka trees. 


18. Afflicted with the arrows of Kuntivoja, 
Alamvusha inflamed with wrath, appeared 
beautiful like a Avnswka tree rich with the 
wealth of its flowers. 


19. Then that Rakshasa. having pierced 
Kuntivoja with numerous swift, coursing 
arrows, uttered a terrible war-cry, stand- 
ing in the yan of your troops. 


19 
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; 20. Then all the troops beheld these 
mes each fighting with the other, appear 
te Sakra and Jamva fighting i 
overs J ghting in the days 
& 21. The twin sons of Madri, Nakula and 
ahadeva, inflamed with rage, O Bhrata 
mangled Sakuni with their shafts,in as much 

as the latter was their implacable enemy. 


22. O mighty monarch, the carnage that 
then spread there was dreadful. Kindled by 
you, fanned into flames by Karna, 


23. And kept up_ by your sons, the fire 
of wrath of the Pandavas, O king, was then 
in alt blaze in order to consume the whole 
worid. 


_,24- Sakuni was then compelled to turn 
his face away from the field, by the arrows 
shot by the sons of Pandu ; and unable to 
fight any longer, he knew not what to do. 


25. Seeing him turn away from the 
field, those two mighty car-warriors, the 
sons of Madri, again poured on him their 
arrowy showers, like two clouds drenching 
a mighty hill with showers of rain. 

26. The son of Suvala, struck with 
numerous arrows of close knots, flew towards 
the division of Drona, being borne away by 
fleetest steeds. 

27, ‘Then with medium impetuousily that 
hero, Ghatotkacha rushed upon the Rak- 
shasa Alayudha, in that battle. 

28. The battle between them was very 
wonderful, like that which took place be- 
tween Rama and Ravana in the days of 
yore. 

29. King Yudhisthira having at first 
pierccd the king of the Madras with five 
hundred arrows, again pierced him with 
seven. 

30. O king, the battle that was then 
fought betwee? them, was indeed marvel- 
lous, and it resembled that fought between 
Samvara and ihe chief of the immertals in 
the days of yore. 

at. Your son Vikarna, Vivinsati and 
Chitrasena, surrounded by their divisions, 
fought on with Bhimasena. 

Thus ends the ninely-sixth chapter, the 
fight in the Fayadratha-badha of thé 


ji 


teree 


“Drona Parva. 


GHAPTER XCWIE 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 

Sanjaya said :— 


1. Thus when that horripilating battle 
was progressing on, the Pandavas rushed 
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against the Kauravas divided into three 
bodies. 

2. Bhimasena rushed against the mighty 
armed Jalasandha, and king Yudhisthira 
supported by his divisions assailed Krita- 
varman in battle. 


3. Appearing beautiful like the sun and 
scattering showers of arrows, Dhrishta- 
dyumna, O mighty monarch, rushed upon 
Drona in that battle. 


4. Then raged the encounter between 
all the enraged bowmen of the Kurus and 
the Pandavas, all eager for encountering 
each other in fight. 


5. During the progress of that dreadful 
carnage when the warriors were undaunted- 
ly fighting with one another in single com- 
bats, 


6. The mighty Drona fought on with the 
powerful prince of the Panchalas, and the 
myriads of shafts that he then discharged 
filled everybody with great wonder. 


-q. Like a forest of lotuses lying torn hither 
and hither, the heads of princes were being 
scattered all over the field by Drona and the 
prince of the Panchalas. 


8. In every division of heroic warriors, 
garments, ornaments standards, armours 
and weapons were seen scattered in all di- 
rections. 


9. Golden armours bespattered with 
blood,looked like masses of clouds illumined 
with flashes of lightning. 


1o. Other mighty car-warriors stretch- 
ing their bows full six cubits long,felled with 
their winged shafts numerous elephants, 
steeds, and men. 


11. In that battle between illustrious 
combatants, many swords, bucklers, bows, 
heads and armours of heroes, were seen ly- 
ing scattered all over the field. 


PEEN In that extremely terrible encounter, 
O mighty monarch, thousands of headless 


trunks were seen to rise up from the ; 


‘ground. 


13. Vultures and Kankas and crows 
and jackals and numerous other flesh-eating 
‘animals, were seen there, O sire, 


14. Eating flesh, drinking blood, drag- 
ging the hair, and pecking the marrow, 


15. And dragging out the bodies and 
limbs and heads, O king, of slain men, 
steeds, elephants &c. 


16. Accomplished in the use of weapons, 
skilled in fighting, and firmly resolved to 
fight, warriors exerted themselves vigour- 
‘ously in the battle, desirous of winning 
dame only. 








17. The soldiers then roamed over the 
field, performing various evolutionary moves 
ments performed by swords-men. With 
darts, lances, javelins, tridents, Tomaras 
and battle axes, 


18. With maces, bludgeons and man 
other kinds of weapons as also with their 
bare arms, men who careered in that 
arena, inflamed with rage, fell to slay one 
another. 


19. Car-warriors became engaged with 
car-warriors, cavalry soldiers with cavalry- 
soldiers, elephants with other excellent ele- 
phants and infantry with infantry. 


20. Many infuriate elephants as if per- 
fectly mad, uttered loud shrieks, and killed 
one another, alter the manner they do so in 
arenas of sport. 


21. Oruler of men, as that battle, in 
which none paid any regard to any one, 
raged, Dhrishtadyumna caused his own 


horses to be entangled with those of 
| Drona. 

22. Those pegion-white and crimson 
steeds, endued with the fleetness of the 


wind, appeared extremely beautiful, being 
mingled together in that battle. 


23. The horses. O king, then shone like 
clouds surcharged with Jightning. Then 
Dhrishtadyumna beholding Drona approach 
him, 


24. Grasped his sword and mace, and 
that hero, O Bharata, left aside his bow. 
Then that slayer of hostile heroes vis., Pri- 
satas son, desirous of achieving a difficult 
feat, 


25. Leapt over the shafts of Drona’s car, 
and entered into it. He then stood same- 
times on the yoke and sometimes on its 
joints, 

26. And sometimes beside the horses. 
His troops then applauded him highly. 
When he, armed with the sword, was thus 
moving quickly on the backs of those crim- 
son steeds, 


27. Drona could find no opportunity for 
striking him; that indeed seemed extremely 
marvellous. Indeed like the swoop of a 
hawk on a piece of meat in a forest, 


28—29. Looked that sally of Dhrista- 
dumnya from his own chariot, upon Drona, 
for his slaughter. Thereafter with a 
hundred shafts Drona cut off the shield of 
Drupada’s son, decked with hundred 
moons, and then with another ten he cut off 
his sword. Thereafter that mighty warrior 
slew the latter’s steeds with sixty-four 
shafts. 


30—31. Then with a couple of broad- 
head shafts, he cut off hisenemy’s standard 
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arid umbrella and his two Parshni 
charioteers. Then again with great 


lightiess of hands, he sped at Dhrishta- 
dyunina an arrow capable of destroy- 
ing his life, having at first drawn the 
bow-string back to the very ears, like Indra 
hurling the thunder-bolt. Butsoon Satyaki, 
with fourteen arrows of great sharpness, cut 
off that fatal shaft shot by Drona. 


32. Thus, O sire, Satyaki rescued Dhri- 
shtadyumna, who had been seized by that 
foremost of the preceptor, that best of men, 
like a deer seized by a lion. 

33. That foremost descendant of Sini 
then rescued the prince of the Panchaias 
from Drona. Beholding Satyaki save the 
Panchala prince in that battle, 

34—35- Drona quickly sped at him 
twenty-six arrows. Thereupon the’ grand- 
son of Sini, pierced, with twenty-six arrows 
of great sharpness, Drona who seemed to 
swallow up the Srinjayas, on the centre of 
his breast. Then, upon the Satwata hero 
Satyaki advancing upon Drona, all the 
Panchala car-warriors, desirous of victory, 
extricated Dhrishtadyumna from that en- 
counter. 

Thus ends the ninety-seventh ‘chapter, 
the fierce fight, in the Fayadratha-badha 
of the Drana Parva. 





CHAPTER XCVIII. 


(JAY ADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Conlinued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


t. After that arrow shot by Drona had 
been severed and Dhristadyumna rescucd 
by Yuyudhana that foremost of the Vrishuis, 
O Sanjaya, 

2. What did the fierce bowman Drona, 
that foremost of all wielders of weapons, 1n- 
flamed with wrath, do to the grandson of 
Sini that foremost of men ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

3—5: Then Drona, like a huge snake hav- 
ing wrath for his poison, the stretched bow 
for his wide open mouth, sharp Narachas for 

s teeth, whetted arrows l 4 
. ves coppery in rage, and breathing like a 
furnace—that undaunted warrior,—borne 
by his fleet steeds of crimson hue that ap- 
peared to soar high into the heavens or get 
at the summit of the highest of mountains, 
advanced agajnst Yuyudhana, | scattering 
right and left his arrows furnished with 


golden wings. 


for his fangs, with | clashing of the showers of arrows shot by 
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6—7. Beholding the irresistible Dronas 
cloud having showers of arrows for its 
watery downpour, the rattle of chariot- 
wheels for its rumbling noise, the stretched 
bow for its volume, numerous Navachas for 
its flashes of lightning, darts and scimitars 
for its thunder, wrath for the violent wind 
going before it and steeds for the hurricane: 
driving it forward, 


8. Make towards himself, that sdbjuga= 
tor of hostile towns, the invincible and 
heroic grandson of Sini, smilingly address- ' 
ing his charioteer said :— 

9. ‘Against this heroic Brahmana fallen 
off from all his duties, who is the refuge of 
the Dhritarashtras and the despeller of the 
sorrow and anxiety of their king, 


19. Who is also the preceptor of all the 
princes, and is ever boastful of his prowess, 
do rush cheerfully and quickly, being borne 
by steeds urged to the top of their speed ?” 


11. Thereupon those best of steeds of 
argentine hue and of the fleetness of the 
wind, belonging to that descendant of Ma- 
dhus race, flew in all haste, towards Drona 
in that battle. 


12. Then those two afflicters of foes 
Drona and Yuyudhana began to fight with 
each other, striking each other wilh many 
a thousand shafts. 


13. Those two foremost of men en- 
shrouded the welkin in a net-work of arrows, 
and those two heroes filled the ten 
points of the compass with their arrowy 
discharges. 


14. Like two clouds at the expiration of 
summer pouring their contents on the Earth, 
they poured their showers of arrows on each - 
other; the sun did not shine then, nor did 
the wind blow. 

15. In consequence of these showers of 
arrows filling the firmament, an impene- 
trable and deep gloom was created there 
that became unbearable to the other war- 
riors. 

16. When the arrowsof those two fore- 
most of those accomplished in the use of 
weapons, viz.. Drona and Sini’s grandson, 
had covered the world with that gloom, 


17- None could find any interval in the 
shooting of arrows by those two best of 
warriors. The sound produced by the 


them, 

18. Was heard there to resemble the 
rumble of the thunderbolt hurled by Indra 
himself. The appearances of heroic war- 
riors pierced with Narachas, 

19. Looked, O Bharata, like those of 
snakes of virulent poison, bit by ather snakes. 


148. MAHABHARATA. 


The sound produced by the palm-strokes 
and twanging bows of those two accom- 
plished warriors, was heard there 


au: Toresemble the sound that is pro- 
duced by the incessant striking of the bolt of 
heaven on mountain summits. The chariots 
of both those -heroes, O king, and their 
horses and charioteers, 


21. Being pierced with shafts of golden 
wings, became beautiful to look at. O ruler 
of men, of effulgent and straight-going 
Narachas, 


22. The down-pour was terrible, and it 
resembled a shower of snakes of virulent 
poison, that have just cast off their slough. 
The umbrellas of both those warriors were 
felled and their standards were also cut 
down. 


23. Both of them were bespattered with | 
blood and both were desirous of obtaining 
victory: With bodies steeped in blood and 
looking like two elephants in rut, 


24. They began to pierce each other į 
with arrows capable of destroying life. The į 
din of battle caused by war-cries, shouts, 
roars and the sound of drums and, the 
blare of conchs 


25. Ceased, O mighty monarch, for none 
then uttered anything; the troops became 
silent and warriors withdrew from the fight. 


26. Filled with curiosity, men began to 
behold that single combat between those 
two heroes; car-warriors, elephant-drivers, 
horsemen and foot-soldiers, 


27. Surrounding those two foremost of 
of men, began to witness that combat with | 
fixed oyes. The elephant-division as also the 
horse division stood still ; 


28. So also the car-divisions stood still, 
atranging themselves in battle array. 
Adorned with diverse kinds of pearls, and 
corals, decked with jewels and gold, 


29. Adorned with standards and orna- 
ments, with armour made of gold, with 
flags and pennons, with the precious capa- 
risons of elephants, with fine blankets, 


30. With effulgent and whetted weapons, 
with Chamaras decked with gold and silver, 
with warriors on the backs and necks of 
horses and elephants, 





31—32. With garlands round the frontal 
globes of elephants, and with circlets round 
their tusks, O Bharata, the Kuru and the 
Fandaya troops then looked like masses of 
clouds at the close of the summer season, 
decked with rows of cranes and numerous 
fireflies underneath them and beautified 
with rainbows and flashes of lightning. 
Oir troops, as also those belonging to 
Yudhisthira, beheld | 


33. That combat between Yuyudhana 
and the illustrious Drona. Coming there 
on their sky-ranging cars, the gods headed 
by Brahma and Soma, 


34. And hosts of Sidhas and Charanas, 
and Vidyadharas and mighty Reptiles, al} 
saw that combat. The backward and fore 
ward movements and the modes of fighting, 
O king, 

35. Of those two foremost of heroes, filled 
all of them with wonder; displaying great 
lightness of hands, those two mighty heroes, 


36. Namely Drona and Satyaki, pierced 
each other with each other's arrows. 
Thereafter in that battle he of the Darsarha 
race cut off the arrows shot by Drona, 


37—38. With his strong and winged 
shafts ; as also the bow of that highly efful- 
gent warrior. But in awink’s time, the 
son of Bharadwaja fixed the string on an- 
other bow; but that also Sayaki cut off 
quickly. But again Drona stood ready 
with a bow in hand. 


39. As often however Drona strung 
his bow so often did Satyaki cut it off, and 
this he did for full sixty-three times. ‘[here- 
upon in that battle, Drona beholding that 
superhuman feat 


4o—41. Achieved by Yuyudhana, thought 
in his mind thus, O king :—‘This force of 
weapon that I see in this foremost of the 
Satwata race is possible only in Rama, 
in Kartwaviryya, in Dhananjaya and in 
Bhisma’, So, Drona praised the prowess 
of that hero in his mind. 


42. Then that foremost of the regenerate 
ones, that best of all wielders of weapons, 
namely Drona,as also the celestials with 
Indra himself at their head, were highly 
gratified at seeing the lightness of hands 
displayed by Satyaki, which resembled that 
of Vasava himself. 


43. O ruler of men neither the gods nor 
the Gandharvas ever before beheld the like 
of that lightness of hands now displayed by 
the swiftly-moving Yuyudhana, 


44. Although they, the Siddhas and the 
Charanas, were cognisant of the feats 
of which Drona was capable. ‘Then taking 
up another bow, Drona that crusher of 
Kshatriyas, 


45. That foremost of those acquainied 
with the use of weapons, O Bharata, placed 
some weapons on its string. But repulsing 
Drona’s weapons with the illusion of his 
own weapons, Satyaki, 


46. Pierce? Drona with exceedingly 
sharp arrows; that indeed appeared mar- 
vellous. Beholding that superhuman feat 
achieved by him in battle—feat which was 
incapable of beihg achieved by others, 
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47. And which displayed. great tact 
those amongst your warriors Eio were 
judges of iN highly praised it. Whatso- 
ever weapn Drona discharged, Satya i 
discharged the same. BES eae ae 


48. Beholding this, that scorcher of foes: 
namely the preceptor fought with Satyaki 
diffidently. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, 
that one who ‘had reached the end of all 
military sciences, being inflamed with wrath, 


49. {Invoked into existence a celestial 
weapon for slaughtering Yuyudhana. Be- 
holding that dreadful and fiery dart cap- 
able of slaying the foc, 


so. And of celestial make, that fierce 
bowman Satyaki invoked into existence the 

aruna weapon. Beholding them both 
using celestial weapons, the troops uttered 
loud cries of Alas and Oh ; 


gt. Then the denizens of the air ceased 
to range through the sky. When the 
Varuna and Agneya weapons were placed 
on their bow strings, 


52. Just at that moment, the lustrous orb 
of day went below the horizon. ‘Thereupon, 
king Yudhiathira and Vasudeva and the 
gon of Pandu, (Arjana) 

53. And Nakula and Sahadeva, rushed to 
the rescue of Satyaki. Other warriors head- 
ed by Dhristadyumna and accompanied by 
Virata and his divisions, 

54. Soalso the Matsyas and Salwayas 

quickly advanced upon Drona. Thousands | 
of princes, on the other hand, headed by 
Dussasana, 
Proceeded to help Drona who had 
been thoroughly encompassed by the foe. 
Thereat, O king, the fight between your 
warriors and those of the Pandava, com- į 
menced anew. 

56. Then the earth became enveloped in 
a cloud of dust and in a net-work of arrows. 
Everything being covered, nothing could 
any longer be distinguished. ‘Thus when | 
the troops were overwhelmed with dust, the | 
battle raged in utter disregard of all rules 
of combat. 





Thus ends the ninety-eighth chapter, the} 
battle between Drona and Satyaki, in the | 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


—_—_—— 


CHAPTER XCIX. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When the sun 
ward course towards 


had turned in its down- 
the summit of the 


149 


Western hills, when the earth was scatter- 
ed over the dust, and when the effulgente of 
the solar disc had become lessened, 


2. And when some of the soldiers were 
standing aloof, some fighting on, some 
returning to the charge, and some winning 
victory, the day gradually began to wane, 


3. Thus when the troops inflamed with 
the hopes of victory were fighting together, 
Arjuna and Vasudeva proceeded towards 
the spot where the ruler of the Sindhus 
were. 


4. Vibhatsu the son of Kunti, with his 
sharp shafts went on creating breaches 
wide enough for his chariot to pass through ; 
and through these breaches, the son of 
Vasudeva guided the chariot. 


5. Werever the car of the illustrious son 
of Pandu proceeded, thither O ruler of men 
your troops began to give way. 

6. Then he of the Dasaraha race endued 
with great might, displayed his superior 
skill in driving the car, inas much as he per- 


formed, with the car, numerous kinds of 
circular motions. 
7. Then, arrows having their names 


engraved on them, well-tempered, of the 
effulgence of the fire of dessolution, tied 
round with cat-guts, of polished joints, thick, 
far-reaching, 

8. Made either of stiff bamboom or 
of iron, capable of taking the life out of 
the enemies, drank in that battle the life- 
blood of numerous warriors, together with 
the birds of prey assembled on the field. 


The arrows which Arjuna discharg- 


ed standing on his car, fell two miles ahead, 
and pierced and mangled the foe, just when 


| that car came up to the spot. 


10. Borne by those yoke-bearing steeds 
endued with the fleetness of Garuda or the 
wind, Hrishikeshas, advanced with such 
quickness that caused the whole universe 
to be filled with amazement. 


11. O ruler of men, even the chariot of 
the sun himself er of Indra or of Rudra, or 
of Vaisravana, can never proceed so quickly. 


12. Indeed, no one else's chariot had 
before moved with such quickness in battle 


as Arjuna’s charriot then moving with the‘ 
fleetness of a glance of the mind. 


Then having taken the charriot to 
that salyer of hostile 
quickly dtove 
of the 


IA: 
the thick of the fight, 
heroes, Kesava, O Bharata, 
the steeds of it into the ranks 
soldiers. : 

14. Having penetrated into to the rear 
of the car-division, these excellent steeds 
drew the car of Arjuna with great difficulty, ~ 
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suffering as they did from hunger, thirst and 
fatigue. 


15. ‘They were also mangled with nume- 
rous weapons by many foremost of com- 
batants. ‘hen they began to move in 
various wonderful circular motions, 


16, Passing over many slain steeds 
elephants, and many men and also over 
broken cars, like a group of locusts. 

17- During this opportunity, O king, 
the two heroic brothers, the princes of Avanti 
supported by their troops, rushed upon the 
son ef Pandu whose steeds were fatigued 
and tired. 

18.. Filled with delight they pierced 
Arjuna with sixty-four, Janardana with 
seventy and the horses with a hundred 
shafts. 

19. Then the enraged Arjuna knowing 
the vital pars of the body, pierced them 
both, O king, with nine arrows of depress- 
ei knots, all capable of penetrating to the 
very vitals. 

20. Thereat inflamed with rage, those 
two warriors covered Vibhatsu and Kesava 
with their arrowy downpour, and uttered 
loud war-cries. 


21. Then that hero of white steeds with 
a pair of broad-headed shafts, quickly 
cut off in that battle the two wonderful bows 
of those princes, as also their standards of 
golden effulgence. 


22. Thereupon, O king, taking another 
two bows and excited to the highest pitch 


of fury, they began to afflict sorely the son | 


of Pandu, with their arrows. 


23. Then again, that son of Pandu 
Dhananjaya, inflamed with sage, quickly cut 
off their bows with another pair of arrows. 


24. Then with other shafts, furnished 
with golden wings and whetted on stone, 
hé quickly slew their steeds, charioteers, 
Parshni-drivers, and followers. 


25. Thereafter with a razor-headed 
arrow, he cut the head of the elder of the 
two brothers, off his trunk; thus slain, the 
latter fell down on the Earth like a tree 
broken down by the wind. 


26. The highly puissant Anuvinda, be- 
holding Vinda thus slain, left the car of 
which the steeds were slain; and that mighty 

- hero, taking up a mace, 


.27. Rushed towards Arjuna's car for 
avenging the death of his brother. Then 
that mighty car-warrior, that foremost of 
all. car-warriors armed with his mace, 
appeared to dance on the field. 


28. Intlamed with rage then Anuvinda 
struck with that mace of his, the slayer 





of Madhu on tne forehead. But he conid 
not make him tremble who remained ime 
movable like the Mainaka mountain, 


29. Of him, with six shafts, Arjuna cut 
off the neck, the two legs, his arms and 
his head; and thus cut to pieces, he fell 
down like fragments of rocks. 


go. Then, O king, beholding those two 
heroes slain, their followers inflamed with 
rage, rushed against “Arjuna, discharging 
arrows by thousands. 


31. Quickly despatching them with his 
arrows,O foremost of the Bharatas, Arjuna, 
then appeared beautiful like the fire consum- 
ing the forest at the expiration of winter. 


32. Then Dhananjaya, having passed 
with difficulty, through their ( Vinda and 
Anuvinda’s) divisions, appeared beautiful 
like the lustrous orb of the day emerging 
out of a cluster of clouds. 


33. At first beholding him the Kurus 
were struck with panic! Butin the next 
moment they were filled with delight; 
and then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
they rushed upon Pritha’s son from all 
sides. 


34. Beholding him fatigued, and know- 
ing the ruler of the Sindhus to be station- 
ed afar, they surrounded Arjuna with a 
loud roar. 


35. Beholding them highly excited, that 
foremost of men Arjuna smilingly addressed 
these words to that descendant of the Da- 
sarha race viz., Kesava :— 


36. “Our steeds are afflicted with arrow- 
wounds ; they are exhausted; the ruler of 
the Sindhus is still far off. What in your 
opinion is the best course to be adopted 
now? 


37. Speak, O Krishna, truly on this 
point? You are ever the foremost of the 
wise. Thesons of Pandu, having yourself 
only for their eyes, can hope to vanquish 
their enemies in battle. 

38. Hear what seems to me to be our 
duty next. Unyoking the steeds, teave them 
to their ease, and O Madhava, draw out the 
arrows from their body.” 

39. Thus spoken to by Pritha’s son, Ke- 
sava replied to him saying ;—‘‘O Partha, 
Iam also of the same opinion that you 
have expressed,” 


Arjuna said :— 

40. O Kesava, I shall hold the whole 
army in check, Do you duly perform what- 
ever should be done now. 

Sanjaya said :— 
4l. Thereupon descending from the 
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terrace of his car, Dhananjaya, wi 
Gandiva bow in his eee ee He 
ne field of battle like an immovable 
ill. 


42. _ Beholding Dhananjaya on the 
ground, and taking this to be a meet cppor- 
tunity, the Kshatriyas, desirous of obtaining 
victory and uttering load roars, rnshed upon 
the former. 


43. Then with a mighty host of cars, 
they surrounded that single-handed hero, 
stretching their bows and discharging their 
arrows right and left. 


44. Inflamed with rage, they then dis- 
layed numerous wonderful weapons ; and 


55. “O Arjuna, there is no water here 

amane sn of battle for the horsesto drink 
: ey want w inki 

pees ons nt water for drinking, and 


_ 56. Thereupon saying “Here isit” Ar- 
juna fearlessly struck the Earth with a 
| weapon and thus created a beautiful lake 
there from which the steeds could quench 
their thirsts. 


Ok That watery expanse abounded 
in swans and ducks and was beautified with 
hosts of Chakravakas. Its water was trans- 
lucent and abounded with full-blown lotuses 
of the best order. 


58. It swarmed with tortoises and 


like the clouds covering the solar | disc, | fishes, and was fathomless, and frequented 
they covered Pritha’s son with their ar- | by numerous sages. Then, there came the 


rows. 
45. Then those Kshatriyas, illustrious 


car-warriors all, rushed with impetuousily } 


sage Narada to have a look at that lake 
created there in a moment's time. 


Then Partha that performer of won- 


5 
upon that foremost of Kshatriyas aud that | derful works like Krishna himself, created 


best of men, Arjuna, like infuriate elephant 
rushing upon a lion. 

46. Then we beheld the wonderful 
might of Partha’s arms jnasmuch as in- 
flamed with wrath, he held in check, the 
numerous army of the Kouravas. 

47. Resisting with his own weapons those 
hurled by the foe, that highly puissant hero 
quickly covered all his adversaries with his 
myriad shafts. 


48, Then, O ruler of men, generated by | 


the clash of those thick showers of arrows, 
a mighty fire of blazing flames, burnt on 
that part of the welkin. 


there an arrowy hall having arrows for its 
beams and rafts, arrows for its pillars, and 
arrows for its roof. 

Go. Thereupon Govinda, seeing the il- 
Í lustrious son of Pritha construct that hal 
there, langhing applauded him saying— 
“Well-done, well-done.” 

Thus ends the ninety-ninth chapter, the 
slaughter of Vinda and Anuvinda, in the 
Fayadratha-batha of the Drona Parva 


— 


CHAPTER C. 





9—50. There, in consequence of count 
less heroes, all inflamed with wrath, and į 
united together for a common cause, seek- | 
ing to obtain victory in battle, supported by j 
steeds bespattered with blood and breathing | 
heavily, and by maddened and foe-crushing 
elephants emitting fierce yells, the weather 
became excessively hot. 


1—53. Then with his arrows Pritha’s 
son held in check that uncrossable, wide, 
fathomless ocean of cars—incapable of being 
agitated, having arrows for its waves, flags 
for its whirl-pools, | elephants for its sharks 


foot-soldiers for its countless fishes, the 


blare of conchs, and the soundof drums for 
its roar, chariots or its S 
turbans of warriors : 
brellas and banners or its i ‘ 
carcasses of elep ant g 
rocks—which then was appearing like a vast 
continent. 

d, the 

. Then as the battle progressed, 

afte armed and dauntless anardané 
addressing his dear friend, that ‘foremost O! 
men (Arjuna), thus spoke =~ 


(JAYADRATH A-BADHA PARV A)— 
Continued. — 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. When the illustrious son of Kunti had 
created that water there, and had held in 
check the troops of the enemies, and when 
he had constructed that arrowy hall, 

2. The highly effulgent son of Vasudeva 
descending down quickly from the charict 
unharnessed the horses lacerated with ar- 
rows furnished with wings of the Kanka 
feathers. 

The Siddhas, the Charanas, and the 
troops present there, beholding that sight 
unseen before, uttered loud cxclamations in 
praise of Arjuna. 

4. That all the mighty car-warriors of 
your army were unable to resist that son of 
Kunti who then was fighting standing on his 
legs, was indeed wonderful. 

Though myriads of chariots and 
thousands upon thousands of elelephants - 
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and steeds assailed him, yet Partha experi- 
enced no fear ; butevery tnoment obtained 
advantages over his enemies. 


6. Showers of arrows were poured upen 
that son of Pandu by the hostile kings; but 
that slayer of foes, the illustrious son of 
Vasava felt no pain. 


7. Then the highly puissant son of Pritha 
received those showers of arrows, lances, 
and maces, like the ocean receiving the nu- 
merous rivers flowing into it. 


8. With the tremendous force of his 
arms, Pritha’s son began to swallow up, as 
it were, all the excellent arrows shot at him 
by hostile kings, 


9. Then like the one fault covetousness 
destroying numerous accomplishments, 
Pritha’s son, single-handed, and on foot, 
began to resist all the hostile kings riding on 
their respective cars. 


To. During ‘hat fight, O mighty king, 
even the Kurus themselves applauded the 
prowess displaye. by Arjuna and the son 
of Vasudeva, saying :— 


11. “What incident, more wonderful 
has ever taken place or will ever take place 
in this world, than this, viz., that Pritha’s 
son and Govinda in course of the fight, 
have unharnessed their steeds ? 


12. Those two foremost of men, dis- 
playing fierce energy in battle, and confi- 
dent of their prowess, have filled our hearts 
with terror.” 


13—14. Thereafter Hrishikesa of eyes 
resembling lotus petals, smiling with the 
greatest assurance, as if he were in the 
midst of women, led the steeds in the 
arrowy hall ceated on the field of battle by 
Arjuna, before the very eyes of all your 
troops, O king. 


15. Then Krishna well-skilled in the 
art of grooming, removed their fatigue, 
pain, trembling and lacerations. 


16. Drawing the arrows out or their 
hodies, and shampooing them with his two 
hands, and walking them duly, he made 
them drink water. 


17. Having then washed them, and made 
them drink and removing their fatigue 
and pain, he once more harnessed them to 
that foremost of chariots, with a joyful 
heart. 


18. Thereafter that foremost of all wield- 
ers of weapons, that one endued with 
fierce energy viz., Souri (Krishna), accom- 
panied by Arjuna, mounted on the car, and 
once more drove on quickly. 


19. Beholding then that car belonging to 
that foremost of car-warrior, to which were 








yoked steeds whose thirst had been quench- 
ed, the foremost of the Kuru warriors once 
more became depressed at heart. 


20. O king, beathing like snakes whose 
fangs have. been broken,they exclaimed, ‘Fie 
fie on us; Oh, Parth and Krishna, have 
gone, 


21. Riding on a single car and clad in 
mail, slaughtering our troops with as much 
as ease as boys playing with a toy, even 
before the very eyes of all the Kshatriyas. 


22. In spite of all our efforts and en- 
deavours, those two scorchers of foes, have 
gone away, disregarding all other kings and 
displaying their superior prowess,” 

23. Beholding them gone away, othes 
soldiers said :—"O Kurus, prepare yourselver 
in all haste for slaughtering Krishna and 
the diadem-decked Arjuna. 


24. Yoking the steeds to the car, he os 
the Dasarha race is proceeding towarde 
Jayadratha, crushing us in battle before tht 
very eyes of all our bow-men.” 


25. Other rulers of earth, seeing tha 
highly wonderful incident, never seen be- 
fore, O king, said amongst themselves :— 


26, “These troops, the king Dhritarastra 
himself, the Kshatriyas and the earth her- 
self, are all now involved in a great calamity, 
through the fault of king Duryodhana. 


27. All these are being destroyed; but 
the king (Duryodhana) heeds it not.” Even 


thus did the Kshatriyas speak there. Others 
O Bharata, said: — 


28. “Let the son of Dhritarastra, of 
erring sight, and meagre knowledge of 
measures, now perform those rites that are 
done for the departed, for, the ruler of the 
Sindhus may already be taken to be 
despatched to the abode of Yama.” 


29. Then as the sun parambulated 
through the concavity of heaven, that son 
of Pandu proceeded with increased speed 
towards the ruler of the Sindhus, being 
borne by refreshed steeds whose thirst had 
been quenched. 


30. Then your warriors were unable to 
check that mighty-armed hero, that fore- 
most of all wielders of Weapons, vis., 
Arjuna, who had been proceeding like the 
enraged Destroyer himself. 


.3t. Then for getting at the ruler of the 
Sindhus, that son of Pandu, that afflicter 
of foes, routing your army, began to agitate 
it like a lion agitating a herd of deer. 


32. Plunging into the ranks of your 
soldiers, he of the Dasarha racë, urged the 
steeds of tothe top their speed and blew 


his conch Panchjanya of the hue of 
clouds. 
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34. The arrows discharged by the son | 


of Kunti began to fall behind him, so 
quickly did those steeds, endowed Sa 
a fleetness of the wind, bear that chariot 
of his. 


34. Thereafter, inflamed with rage, nu- | 
m'rous hostile kings and various other 
Kshatriyas, surrounded Dhananjaya who 
was cager for bringing about the slaughter | 
of Jayadratha. | 


353. When the Kuru-combatants thus 
rushed upon that foremost of men who had 
stopped fora moment only, Duryodhona, 
advancing quickly, followed Partha from be- 
bind, in that fierce encounter. 


36. Many warriors became greatly | 
depressed, beholding that chariot, of which | 
the banner: fluttered in the air, the ratile of | 
which resembled the rumble of clouds, and | 
which was mounted with that fearful stan- 
dard having the ape for its device. 





37. Thus when the orb of the day had i 
been enshrouded in a cloud of dust, and | 
when the warriors had been afflicted -ore 
with arrows, they could not look at the two 
Krishnas engaged in that battle. 


Thus ends the one-hundredth chapter, the 
surprise of the trocns, in the Fayadratha- | 
badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER CI. 


(JAYA DRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. | 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Beholding, O king, Vasudeva and 
Dhananjaya penetrate into their ranks, 
having already pierced through many divi- 
sions, the kings of your army fled in fear. 

2. After a while, however, those illus- | 
trious warriors, overwhelmed with wrath | 
and shame, and urged on by their prowess, 
gathered courage, and rushed upon Dha- | 
nanjaya. 

3. Bur, O king, those who proceeded to j 
fight against the son of Pandu, being filled 
with wrath and vindictiveness, returned not, 
even as rivers falling into the sea, never ! 
return. 

4. Like atheists turning away from the 
Vedas, many iynoble warriors turned away 
from the fight, and thus incurred sin and 
hell. : 

5. Then those two foremost of men, 
pussing beyond that cluster of cars, ap- 
pe#red like the lwo effulgent orbs (the sun 
and the moon) freed from the jaws of Rahu. į 





20 


PARVA. 153 


6. They then with their fatigue complete- 
ly dispelled, and passing beyond that net- 
work of soldiers, looked like two fishes that 
had torn away from a strong net. 


7- Having passed through that impene- 
trable array of Drona impassable in 
consequence of showers of weapons, those 


| twa illustrious heroes looked like two suns 


risen at the period of Dissolution, 


8. Penetrating through those showers 
of weapons and freed from the imminent 
danger to their lives, those illustrious 
warriors, themselves obstructing the sky% 
with their weapons, 


g. Appeared like two persons escaped 
froma raging fire, or like two fish from 
the jaws of a Makara, They then agitated 
the Kuru ocean like two Makaras agitating 
the mighty deep. : 

10, While Arjuna and Krishna were 
within Drona's division, your warriors and 
your sons, had thought that the two heroes 


| would never be able to pass through it. 


11. But beholding those two highly efful- 
gent warriors now beyond the division of 
Drona, they became doubtful about the 


: life of the ruler of the Sindhus. 


12. Up till then, they cherished strong 
hopes of Jayadratha’s life, for they had 
thought, O monarch, that the two Krishnas 
would never be able to escape from Drona 
and Hridika's son. 

13. Falsifying that hope of theirs, 
those two scorchers of foes, succecded in 
crossing over the uncrossable division of 
Drona and the Bhojas, O king. 

14. Beholding them bevond those divi- 
sions and look like two blazing fires, your 
troops became despondent, and they gave 
up all hopes for the life of the ruler of the 
Sindhus. 

15. Then those two dauntless heroes, 
those enhancers of the fears of their foes, 
namely Krishna and Dhananjaya, thas 
began to talk among themselves, regarding 


| the slaughter of Jayadratha. 


16. “This ruler of the Sindhus has been 
placedin their midst by six of the foremost 
car-warriors of Dhritarashtra’s army. Siill 
he shall not escape, if we can only have a 
look of him. 

17. Even if Indra himself with all the 
celestials, were to become his protector in 
battle, yet we shall slay him.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

Thus did the two Krishna's talk to them- 
selves. 

18. Even so, O migty-armed one. did the 
two Krishna's speak amongst themsclyes 





while looking fot the ruler of the Sin- 
dbus. (Hearing what they said) your sons 
set up a loud wail. 

19. Those two snbduers of foes then ap- 
peared like a pair of elephants of great 
qnickness, whose thirst had been slaked and 
who had been refreshed with drinking 
water, after they had passed through a de- 
Suit. 

20. Beyond death and above the reach 
of decay, they then appeared like two 
tradesmen that have passed over a hilly 
istrict infested with tigers, lions and ele- 
phants, . 


‘21. Indeed then your troops considered 
the hue of their countenances to be in capa- 
ble of of being faded; and beholding them 
freed, they began to wail aloud. 


22. Escaping from [Drona who resem- 
bled a snake of virulent poison or a 
blazing fire, as also from the other rulers of 
Earth, Partha and Krishna looked like two 
burning suns, 


23. Those two subduers of foes, escaping 
from Drona’s division which resembled the 
‘very ocean. seemed to be filled with delight, 
like persons that have salely crossed the 
mighty main, 


24. Escaping from those thick down- 
pours of arrows, from those divisions protect- 
ed by Drona and Hridika’s son, Kesliava 
and Arjuna appeared like Indra and Agni 
of burning radiance. 


25. Pierced with the whetred shafts of 
Bharadwaja’s son, and profusely shedding 
blood, the two [Xrishnas appeared beautiful, 
like two mountains adorned with flowering 
Karnikara trees. 


26. Having passed through that expan- 
sive lake, of which Drona formed the shark, 
darts the fierce snakes. shafts the Makaras, 
alid Kshatriyas the fathomless waters, 


27. Having emeryed out of that cloud 
formed by IDrona’s weapons, of which the 
thunders -were the twang of bows and the 
sound of palm-strokes, and the lightning 
the flashing maces and swords—Partha and 
Krishna appeared like the sun and the 
uwun emerging out of darkness. 


28. In consequence of their crossing the re- 
gions obstructed with the weapons of Drona, 
all creatures regarded those fierce and re- 
nowned howmen viz Kesava and Dhanan- 
aya to he like two persons who have for- 
ded, with the strength of their arms, the five 
rivers having the ocean for their sixth when 
full.of waters during the rainy season and 
abounding in numerous sharks and alliga- 
ors. 


MAHABHARATA. 


3n. From a desire for slaughtering Jaya- 
dratha stationed very near to them, looking 
at him, the two warriors appeared like 
two tigers waiting to fall upon a Ruru 
deer. 


31. The color of their faces was such 
that your warriors, O mighty monarch, 
considered Jayadratha already to be one 
among the slain, 

32. O mighty-armed ene, with red eyes 
and staying together, the son of Pandu and 
Krishna then beholding the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus, became filled with delight, and inces- 
santly uttered loud war-cries. 


33: The radiance of Souri holding the 
reins and Partha wiclding the bow, O king, 
was like that of the fire and the sun, 


34. Espacing from the division of Drona 
and beholding the ruler of the Sindhus with- 
in reach, they were filled with delight, even 
asa hawk is filled with delight at the sight of 
a piece of meat, 


35; Beholding the ruler of the Sindhus 
stay near them, and burning with rage, they 
pounced down upon him, like a pair of hawks 
pouncing Gown upon a piece of meat. 

36. Then beholding Hrishixesha and 
Dhanapjaya penetrate through the division 
of Drona, your highly powerful son, king 
Duryodhana, having his armour donned by 
Drona, and knowing how to guide and 
groom horses, proceeded on a single car 
against those two wrrriors, in order to 
rescue the ruler of the Sindhus. 


38. Leaving behind him the two mighty 
car-warriors Krishna and Partha, your son 
proceecied ahead and then turned back, 
O king, facing Resava of lotus-like eyes. 


39. Then when your son had outrun 
Dbananjayva, numerous musical instru- 
ments were joyfully sounded by all your 
troops. 

qo. Then heholding Duryodhana stay, 
facing the two Krishna's, your troops 
uttered war-cries resembling leonine roars 
that became mingled with the blare of 
conchs, 


41. Behaldidg your son rush to fight, 
they also of blazing effuleenee who were 
engaged in proteciing Jayadratha, became 
ħñllcd with joy. 





42. Then seeing Duryodhana and his 
fallowers outrun Dhananjava, Krishna, O 
king, addressiug Arjuna, said these wordst 
suited to the occasion. 

Thus ends the one hundred and firs 
chapter, the arrival of Duryodhana, in 


the Fayadratha-budha of the Drona 
Purva. y 
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CHAPTER CII, 


{JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Vasuleva said :— 


1. O Dhananjaya, behold, Suvodhana | 


has outrun us. Meseems this to be highly 
wonderful. There is indeed no car-warriot 
equal to him. 


2. He is capable of shooting his arrows 
to a grezt distance; heis a fierce bowman, 
accomplished in the use of all weapon, and 
formidable in battle. This son of Dhri- 
tarastra is endned with great prowess, and 
strikes hard, and is versed in all modes of 
warfare. 


3. Reared in all luxury, he is highly 
esteemed by all the mighty car-warriors. 
O Partha, he is accomplished and the cons- 
tant hater of the Pandavas. 

EO) sinless one, for these reasons I 
think that the time has how arrived, when 
you shall fight with him. Upon him rests, 


as upon a stake at dice, victory or thej 


reverse. 


5. On him vomit the venom of your 
wrath that you have cherished so long, 0 
Partha. This mighty car-warrior is the 
root of all wrongs inflicted on the Pandavas. 

6. He is vow within your arrow-shot. 
Be mindful of your suecess. Why has king 
Durvedhona, desirous as he is of enjoying 
the kingdom come to fight with you? 

7. By good fortune it is that he has now 
come within the reach of your arrows. oO 
Dhananjaya, do you s^ strive — now, 
that this one may lose his very life in 
battle. 

8. [lated with the pride engendered by 


his prosperity, he has never experienced | 


pain. O foremost of men, he knows your 
prowess in battle. 

g. © Partha, the three worlds and the 
celestials, the Asuras and the men, cannot 
bear you ia battle, what to speak of this 
single-handed Suyodhana? 

to. By good luck, has he now come 
near your chariot j O Partha, slay him, oO 
mighty-armed hero, even as Purandara 
(Indra) slew Vritra (in days gone by). 

1t. © sinless one, this Duryodhana ever 
tried to bring down distress on you. 
Through deceitful measures, he defeated the 
very virtuous king Yudhisthira at the game 
of dice. 

12. O bestawer of honcr, sinless though 
ou all are, this one of sinful understanding 
iad always injured you with many cruel 

Wrongs. 


| 


13, Nobly resolving to fight, O you 


| son of Pritha, slav without any ‘hesitation, 


| this perverse wretch who is ever vindictive 


and cruel, and who is avarice incarnate. 


14. O son of Pandu, put forth all vour 
prowess, recollecting the despoliation of. 
your kingdom through d :ceit, your exile in 
the woods, and the woes of Krishna. 


15. Throngh good fortune it is, that he 
now moves within the range of your arrows. 
By good luck it is that, staying before vou, 
he is striving to thwart you in the fulfilment 
of your purposes. 

16. Bv good luck itis that he has come 
to know that he will have to fight with you ! 
By good luck it is that all your desires, 
though not at present eagerly cherished, 
will meet with their fruition, O Pritha's 
son, 


17. For these reasons, O Partha, shy 
you this disgrace to the race of Dhritarastra, 
even as Indra slew the Asura Jambha in 
days gone by, in the battle between the 
celestials andthe Asuras. 


18. Ifthisone be slain by vou, vau can 
penetrate through tbis array that will 
be then masterless. Let the Avabhritha 
of these hostilities be performed now; 
cut the root of these wretches of wicked 
souls. 


Sanjaya said :— 

19. Thus spoken to, Pritha’s son answer- 
ed him saving :—‘Let ithe so. Even this 
will I do. Unamindful of anything else, 
drive where Duryodhana stands. 


2a. Putting; forth all my prowess ‘in 
battle, I will, in this day’s battle, cut off 
the head of this wretch, who had enjoyed 
our dominions for a long period, without a 
single thorn in his side. 


21. O Kesava, shall I not be successful in 
avenging “the wrongs inflicted on Draupadi 
by her being dragged by the hair, undeserv- 
ing as she was of such treatment ?” 


22. Thus speaking to each other and 
flied with delight, the two Krishnas urged 
on their steeds of white hue and best breed, 
with a view to get at the ruler of the Kurus 
vis king Duryodhana. 


23. Yourson, O foremost of the Bhara- 
tas, approaching them entertained no fear, 
although, O sire, there were reasons enough 
to All iim with terror. 


24. Then all the Kshatriyas present there 
applauded him, inasmuch as he ventured to 
rush against Arjuna and Hrishikesa with a 
view to oppose them. 


25. Then benolding the king proceed to 
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the battle,- all your troops, O ruler of men, 
raised a loud uproar. 


26. When that loud and dreadful uproar 
was set up by your people, your son press- 
ing his foe hard, began to impede his pro- 
gress. 


27. Opposed by that illustrious bowmen 
vis., your son, the son of Kunti became 
excited tothe highest pitch of fury ; also that 
afflicter of foes, your son, became highly 
angry upon Dhananjaya. 


28. Then beholding Duryodhana and 
Dhananjaya, both enraged “against each 
Other, all the royal warriors of fierce ap- 
pearance, began to look at them from all 
sides, 


29. Beholding Partha and Vasudeva 
both filled with wrath, your son desirous of 
fighting with them, smiling, challenged 
them to the combat. 


go. Therenpon he of the Dasarha race 
and Dhananjaya the son of Pandu filled 
with delight, uttered loud shouts, and blew 
their best of conchs. 


gt. The Kourava warriors then behold- 
ing their appearance reflect joy, became 
hopeless of the life of your son. 


32. Then many among the enemies and 
the Kurus were filled with grief, as they 
then considered your son to be like a liba- 
tion poured into the mouth of fire. 

33. Phen vour warriors beholding Kris- 
hna and Pandu’s son filled with joy, out of 
fear, began to exclaim saying “the king is 
slain, the king is slain.” 


34. Bul Duryodhana, hearing that con- 
fusion created hy his own men, said -—'Let 
all your apprehensicas be dispelled ; 1 will 
send the two Krishnas to the abode of 
Death.” 


35. Having thus spoken to the soldiers, 
the king desirous of yictory, addressing: 
Pritha's son, out uf anger, said these 
words :-— 


36. ʻO son of Pritha, if you are begotten 
by Pandu, then quickly display ayrainst me 
all weapons the use of which you learned 
from the celestials, or on this Earth e 

37. Exert all your might and prowess 
and let also Resava do so, against me. | 
want to see your manliness. 


28. Men epeak of many feats achieved 
by you out of our view. Show all those 
feats tome ihat have rendered you worthy 
of the applause and reverence of others,’ 


Thus ends the one hundred and second 
chapter, the buastful words af Duryodhana, 
in the Juyudraiha-budha of the Drona 


Purra, 





CHAPTER Cill 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


Continued, 


Sanjaya said:— 


1. Having thus spoken, the king pierced 
Arjuna with three shafts capable of penetra- 
ting to the very vitals; and then with 
another four arrows of great velocity, he 
pierced the latter’s four steeds. 


2. He also pierced the son of Vasudeva 
with len arrows between his breasts. ‘Then 
cutting cff the whip of the latter, he felled it 
on the ground. 


3. Thereupon with perfect coolness, Pri- 
tha’s son quickly sped at hin four shafts of 
variegated wings and whetted on stone ; but 
all these shafts were baffled by Duryo- 
dhana's armour. 


4. Beholding those shafts repelled, Par- 
tha once more struck Duryodhana with 
another nine and! seven arrows of exceeding 
sharpness; but these also became baffled 
by Duryodhana’s armour. 





§: Then seeing those twenty shafts of 
Arjuna repelled, that slayer of hostile war- 
riors Krishna, addressing Arjuna, said these 
words ;— 

6. '“J Partha, now I see a sight never 
before seen by me, which is as wonderful as 
the moving about of hills. ‘Vinged shafts 
shut by yourself, are becoming abortive ! 


7- Is everything right with the tough- 
ness of the Gandiva, O foremost of the 
Bharatas? Are your Grasp and the 


prowess of aims, as firm and strong as 
before? 


S. Isnot this to be the last time that 


you shall meet with Duryodhana your foe ? 


Yell me all his; O son of Pritha, for I ask 
you, 


9. Seeing all these shafts of yours falling 
upon Duryodhana’s chariots without produ- 
cing the least effect, O Partha, I have been 
filled with great surprise, 

to. O son of Pritha what misfortune is 
this that your arrows, dreadful like the bolt 
of Heaven and capable of Piercing through 


ile body of the enemy, produce no effect to- 
ay 7? 


Arjuna said :— 


1r. T think, O Krishna, that Drona has 
douned this armour on Duryodhana. ‘This 
armour, tied as it has been, is invulnerable 
by my weapons. 


_ 12. O Kuishna, this -armour contains 
Init the might of the tliree worlds, Drona 
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only knows the mode of donning it, 
and from that foremost of men, I also have 
learnt it, 


13. This armour can not be penetrated 
by arrows. Even, O Govinda, Maghavat 
himself can not penetrate it in battle with 
his thunderbolt. 


14. Knowing all this, O Krishna, why 
do you confound me. ‘That which happened 
in the three world, that which now bap- 
pens, 


15. And that which will happen in the 
future, are all known to yourself. Indeed 


O slayer of Madhu, no one knows this better | 


than yourself. 


16. This Duryodhana, O Krishna, ac- 
contered in this armour by Drona, is stand- 


ing dauntlessly in battle, cased in this coat | 


of mail. 


17. But he knows not what is to be done 
with this armour, O Madhava, but wears 
this coat of mail even likea woman. 


18. Behold, O Janarddana, the prowess 
of my arms and the strength of my bow, ia 
as much as | will vanquish the Kuru king, 
protected though he is with this coat ot 
mail, ; 

19. The lordof the celestials gave this 
efulgent armour to Angiras; from him 
Vrihaspati obtained it; and from him again 
Purandara got it. 


20. The lord of the celestials once more | 


presented it to me with Munz tras to be utter- 
ed in donning it. Even if this armour were 
of celestial make or were forged by Brahma 
himself, yet it will not protect this wicked- 
minded wretch from the stroke of my ar- 
rows.” 


Sanjaya said:— 


21. Having thus spoken, Arjuna inspired 
some shafts with Mantras and then began 
to draw them on the bow-string. But while 


he was thus drawing those arrows placed on | 


the centre of his bow string, 


22. The son of Drona cut them off 
with a weapon capable of baffling all other 
weapons. Beholding those shafts severed 
from a distance by that reciter of the Vedas 
(Aswathaman), 


23. The owner of the cream-coloured 
steeds (Arjuna), filled with surprise,address- 
ing Kesava thus spoke:—‘O Janarddana 
these arrows I can not use twice. 


24. Then they will slay me and my own 


troops.” Thereafter king Duryo hana, 
pierced the two Krishnas, each with nine 
shafts, 


25. Resembling suakes of virulent poison. 
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O king, once more he poured upon Krishna 
and the son of Pandu in that battle, 


26. A mighty shower of arrows; upon - 
this all your troops became filled with joy 
and they struck up musical instruments and 
uttered their war-cries, 


27. Thereat filled with fury, Pritha's son 
began to lick the corners of his mouth. He 
could then find no part of Duryodha- 


na's body that was not covered by that 
armour. 


28. Then with sharp arrows, resembling’ 
Death and duly discharged, Arjuna cut to 
pieces Duryadhona’s horses and his two 
Parshni-cvivers. 

29. Then that highly powerful hero cut 
off the latter's bow and the icathern gloves 
quickly. Savyasachin then began to cut his 


| car into fragments. 


30. Thereafter Arjuna pierced with two 
sharp arrows, the two palms of Duryodhana 
who had been deprived of the use of his 
car, 


31. Then your warriors, beholding Dur- 
yodkana that foremost of bowmen, involved 
in great danger and afflicted with the arrows 
of Dhananjaya, rushed to his rescue. 


32. Then they surrounded Dhananjaya 
with thousands of duly equipped chariots and 
elephants.and horses and numerous divi- 


; sions of infantry, all inspired with wrath. 


33- Thereupon, neither Govinda nor 
Arjuna nor their car could be seen ; for 
they were then covered with thick showers 
of weapons and surrounded with large 
bodies of troops. 


34. Then with the force of his weapons, 
Arjuna began to slaughter that host of your 
car-warriors and elephants, by hundreds. 
With their limbs cut off, they began to fall 
fast on the field of battle. 


35. Slain or in the act of being stain, 
they succeeded not in reaching that excel- 
lent car of Arjuna, which stood immovable 
full two miles away from th beseiging 
troops on all sides. 


36. Thereafter, the Vrishni hero quickly 
addressed Arjuna saying :—‘‘Do you tre- 
mendously stretch your bow for | will blow 
this conch of mine.” 


37. Then stretching his toughest bow 
Gandiva, Arjuna went on slaughtering his 
foes, shooting arrowy showers and producing 
loud din with his palm-strokes? 


38. Then the mighty Kesava loudly blew 
his conch Panchajanya, with his eye lashes 
covered with dust, and countenance shed- 
ding drops of perspiration, 
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39. In consequence of that twang of the 
Gandiva and the blast of that conch, all the 
Kuru-people, strong or weak, fell down on 
the Earth. 


-go. ‘The chaviot of Arjuna, thus freed 
from that prees, looked like a cloud driven 
ahad by the wind. Then the protectors 
of Jayadratha and their followers, behold- 
ing Arjuna became filled with rage. 


41. Then suddenly seeing Partha before 
them, those guards of Jayvadrathba the 
Sindhu-king, all mighty bowmen, uttered 
a fierce shout, causing the earth to tremble 
therewith 


42. ‘The fierce whizz of arrows became 
mingled with the blast of conchs and other 
Joud noises; the illustrious soldiers your 
army then also uttered their war-cries re- 
sembling leonine roars. 

43. Hearing that dreadful din raised by 
your troops, Dhananjya and the son of 
Vasudeva blew their two best of conchs. 

44. Then, O ruler of men, with that 
loud sound, the carth seemed to be filled, 
with its mountanis seas, islands, and the 
subteranean resiuns. 











45. ludred, O foremost of the Bharatas, | 


that sound filing the ten points of the 
compass, reverberated through the armies 
of the Kurus and the Pandavas. 

46. Warriors of vour host then, behald- 
ing Krishna and Dhananjaya, were very 
mach terified. Soon however those mighty- 
Car-wartiors recovered, and put forth Uieir 
activiiry and prowess. 








47. Then your warriors behelding the 
two Krshnas cased in mair became excited 
with rage ; and they rushed upsa them both. 
Ali this looked wonderful. 

thus ends the one hundred and third 
chapicy, the écfeat of Duryodhona, in the 
Fayadratha-budha, of the Drona Purva. 








CHAPTER CIV. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Centinued. 


‘Sanjaya said :— 


1. Your warriors, as soon as they saw 
those two foremost heroes cf the Vrishni- 
Andhaka and the Kuru races, quickly 
advanced against them, each striving to be 
the first. S: also, Vijaya rushed against 
those foes of his. 


2. Mounted on their huge chariots 
adorned with gold, covered with tiger- 
skins, producing dep rattle with their 


car-wheels, and looking like blazing fires; 
they advanced, illumining the all points 
of the compass. 


3. Armed, O monarch, with bows whose 
stave’s were decked with gold, and which, 
in consequénce of their splendour were 
incapable of being looked at, and setling up 
loud war-ciies’ and being borne by mettied 
horses, 


4. Bhurisravas, Sala, Karna Vrishasena 
Jayadratha, Kripa, the ruler of the Madras, 
and that foremost of car-warriors 
Drona’s son, 

5. These eight great car-werriors, as 
if devouring «up the skies, Ulumined the 
ten quarters, with their excellent chariots 
covered with tiger-skins and decked with 
golden moons. 


viS., 


6. Accoutered in coats of mail, inflamed 
with rage, riding upon those chariots the 
rattle of whose wheels resembled the rumble 
of the clouds, they covered Arjuna on every 
side, with showers of sharp shatts. 


7. Steeds of best breed and variegated 
hue, and endued with great fivetness, bear- 
ing those mighty car-warriors, appear- 
ed beautiful as they iliumincd the ten 
quarters of heaven. 

8. Their chariots “drawn by excellent 
borses of great fleetness born in various 
countries and of diverse species—some bred 
in hilly tracts, some in river-lands, and 
some in the Sindhu country,— 


9. Many foremost of car-warriors among 
the Kurus, swiftly rushed towards Dhanan- 
jaya’s car, desirous, O king, of saving 


" your son, 


a oe 





10. Those foremost of men taking up 
their huge conchs blew them, and with the 
blasts they filled the welkin and the earth 
with her all oceans. 


11, Thereupon those two foremost of all 
the gods, mis., Vasudeva and Dhananjaya 
also blew their conchs that were regarde 
as the best of all the conchs on the face of 
the earth. 4 


12. Kunti's son blew his conch Deva- 
datta and Kesava blew Panchajannya. The 
tremendous blare of the conch Devedatta, 
produced by Dhananjaya, 


13. Filled the earth, the skies, and the 
ten points of the compass. So also the blast 
of the Panchajanna, blown by the son of 
Vasudeva, 


14. Surpassing all other sounds, filled 
the welkin and the earth. And when the 
fierce and dreadful sound was still con- 
tinuing — 


15. Sound that struck the hearts of the 
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cowards with terror and enhanced the 
delight of the brave,—and while drums 
Jharjhwaras, and cymbals, 

16, And Mridangas, O mighty monarch 
were sounded by thousands, great Gate 
warriors, befriending the Kurus and desirous 
of Duryodhana’s good, k 

17. All great bow-men, inflamed with 
anger and unable to bear the loud blasts 
of Arjuna’s and Krishna's conchs, —those 
kings come from diverse countries and ac- 
companied by their troops-—, 

18. 
answering with the blasts thus produced 
tbe blasts produced by Kesava and Arjuna. 

19. Then your army filled with 
blasts of the conchs, had its car-warriors, 
elephants, and horses filled with anxiety. 
and O master, all who composed it, seemed 
to be ill. 


20. Then that host filled 
blasts of conchs blown by heroi 


with the 





the | 


Blew their huge conche, desirous of | 


> warriors, | 


seemed to be like the welkin echoing with | 


sounds of thunder and tallen down (through 
some natural cause), 


21. That loud sound, O king, filied all 
the quarters with its echoes. It frightened 


the troops as ifthe end of the Fuge had | 


come. 
22. Thereafter Duryodhana and the | 
other eight sovereigns, all mighty car- 


warriors, surrounded Pandu’s son for effect- 
ing the safety of Jayadratha. 

23. Then the son of Drona pierced 
Vasudeva’s son with seventy-three arrows, 
and he also pierced Arjuna with three 
broad-headed shafts, and the latter's steeds 
and standard with five arrows. 


24. Then beholding Janarddana pierced, 
and excited to the highest pitch of 
fury, Arjuna struck his foe with six hundred 
arrows. 

25. Piercing then Karna with ten and 
Vrishasena with three arrows, that highly 
puissant hero, cut off Srlya's bow with 
arrows fixed on the string, near the grasp. 

26. Thereupon 
Salya began to pierce | 
Bnurisrava with three 
with goeden wings and whetted on st 
two, Veishasena 
h seventy-three, 


ir 
K 


taking another bow 
andus son. ‘Phen 
arrows furnished 
une, 





27. Iarna with thirty- 
with seven, Jayadratha wit 
and Kripa with ten shails, 

28. And the king of the Madras with 
ten other shafts, pierced Phalguna in that 
battle. ‘hereafter with a group of sixty 
arrows, Drona's son covered Partha. 

He then pierced, Vasudeva with 
ith five arrows. 


290. ; 
gd Partha again wi 


twenty-an 





a ee 
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l'hereupon that foremost of men, that 
owner of white steed, who had Krishna for 
his charioteer, 
an, . . . 
30. Pierced them all in return displaying 
great lightness of hand, Piercing Karna 


art A 7, ee i 
with twelve and Viishasena with three 
shalts, 


31. Hecut off Salya's bow, once more 
near the handle. Piercing Somadatta's 
son with three, and Salya with ten arrows, 

32. He pierced Drona's son with eight 
shatis, weli-shiipend and resembling ton- 
gues of fire. He struck the son of Gotama 
with twenty five and the ruler of the Siddhus 
with a burdred arrows. 

33. Once he pierced Drona's 
son with seventy shalts. Bbarisrava then 
inflamed with rage, cut olf the whip that 
Hai beld. 


34- 


More 





And he then pierced Arjuna with 
a group of seventy-three arrows. ‘Thereat 
Dhananiaa  ewning white sceds, and 
bnrning with rage, mangled these enemies 
of his with hundreds of shits, lice a raging 
tempest tearmg away masses of clouds. 

Thus Istheone hundred and fourth 
chupter, the flerce fie! 4, in the Fayadratha- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





e 











CHAPTER CV. 
JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 

Dhritarashtra said :— 
1. O Sanjaya, describe to me the 
numerous standards, decked beautifully, 


belonging both to the warriors ol the Par- 
thas, and to our warriors ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Hear from me of the diverse kinds of 
standards belonging to those illustrious war- 
riors. Listen toine, as | goon describing 
their name, their appearance, and their 
hue. 

3. O king on the chariots of those fore- 
most of car-wartiors were seen various 
kinds of standards shining lise blazing 
fire. 

4. Made of gol, or adorned with gold 
or decked with garlands of gold, looking like 
the golden peak of the mighty dleru moun- 
tain, 





The standards of those warriors were 
of variegated hue, and of great beaut. 
Those standards also were adorned with 
fluttering flags on all sides. 
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6. Having streamers of varigated hue tied 
to them all round, those standards appeared 
highly charming. Those streamers also 
moved by the wind, 


7. Looked like beautiful damsels dancing 
in the midst of arenas erected for sport. Re- 
Sembling the rainbow in hue, those stream- 
ers, Ù best of the Bharata race, 


8. Belonging to those car-warriors, flut- 
tering in the air, beautified their cars. ‘The 


standard, having for its device the ape of | 


fierce face and lion-lise tail, 


9. Of Dhananjaya, seemed to strike 
terror into the hearts of his foes. That fore- 


most of apes, O king, adorned as he was | 


with banners, 


to—11, That device on the standard of 
the wielder of Gandiva, frightened all your 
troops, O king. We beheld the standard- 
top of Drona’s son, resembling the tail of 
the lion and effulgent like the newly-risen 
sun, O Bharata. Made of gold, fluttering in 
air, and of the effulgence of the standard of 
Sakra, 


12. The device on the standard of 
Drona’s son floated on high inspiring the 
foremost of the Kurus with delight. ‘Lhe 
standard of Adhiratha's son bore the 
device of an  elephants-girth made of 
gold. 


13. In that -batule, it appeared O 
mighty king, to fire the whole firma- 
ment. The banners attached to it decked 
with garlands of flowers and adorned with 
gold, 


14. And moved by the wind, seemed to 
dance on the top of his chariot. ‘Lhe pre- 
ceptor of the Pandavas, that Brahman de- 
voted to ascetic ovservances, vis Kripa the 
son ol Gotama, had for his device an excel- 
lent bovine bull. O king, the illustrious 
Kripa with that bovine bull on his standard 
looked as effulyent, 


16. As the Destroyer of the three-fortress- 
es (Mahadeva) lovas with his bull, Vrisha- 
sena had for his device a peacock made 


of gold and decked with gems and 
and jewels. 


17. Beautifying the van of the army it 
stood on his standard as if on the point of 
emitting its notes. With that peacock, the 


car of that illustrious hero appeared as 
beautiful, 


t8—19. As the car of Skanda, O king, 
appears, being decked by his peacock. ‘The 
ruci ot the Madras, we beheld, had on his 
stumdard-top, the unequalled and charming 
device ol a plough-share, made of gold and 
Juukmy like a flame of fire. O sire, that 
pivugh-shave mounted on his chatiot looked 
beauiiiul, ; 


29—21. Like the Goddess of corn incar- 
nate, endued with all beauty and producing 
every seed. The device of a silver boar 
shone on the standard of the Sindhu king ; 
it was decked with garlands of gold and was 
of the splendour of the rising sun. With 
that device on his standard, Jayadratha ap- 
peared as beautiful, : 

22—23. As Pusa in the days of yore, in 
the battle between the celestials and the 
| Asuras. The standard of Somadatta’s son, 
ever devoted to the performance of sacrifices, 
was decked with the device of a sacrilicial 
stake. It shone like the sun or the moon, 
O king, that golden sacrificial stake decora- 
ting the banner of Somadatta’s son, looked 
effulgent, 


24—25. Like the huge stake erected in 
that foremost of sacrifiees, called the Raj- 
suya. Salya’s standard be: ing the device 
of a silver-elephant, O kin, , as adorned on 
all sides with peacocks made of gold. O 
foremost of the Bharatas, that standard eu- 
hanced the beauty of your troops, 


26. Like the prodigious white elephant 
adorning the host of the ruler of the celes- 
tials. On the gold-decked standard of king 
Duryodhana, was the device of an elephant 
embossed with gems. 


27—29. O king, that standard stood on 
the chariot of that hero,’ tinkling with the 
sound of-a hundred bells. ‘Then O monarch, 
in that battle with that huge standard, that 
foremost of the Kurus wz your son appeared 
highly beautiful. ‘hese nine excellent stan- 
dards rose high amidst your troops and they 
lighted up your army, even like the suns 
| that rise at the end of a Yuga. The tenth 
| standard there, was the mighty ape belong- 





ing to Arjuna ; 


3o—32. With that standard Arjuna look- 
ed like a mountain lighted up by fire. Then 
many mighty car-warriors all afflicters of 
their foes, quickly took up, for opposing 
Arjuna, their huge, white, and variegated 
bows. So also Pritha’s son of godly achieve- 
ments took up his bow capable of slaughter- 
ing the foe, namely the Gandiva ; and all 
this was owing to your crooked policy. 
Through your fault, in that battle, were 
slain numerous kings, 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 33. Invited from various countries, with 
their steeds and elephants and chariots. 
k roaring at one another they fall 
upon one another, 


34. Headed as they were by Duryodhana 
on one side and by that foremost of the 
Pandavas on the other. ‘hen that son of 
Kunti having Krishna for his charioteer, 
inspired his foes with wonder, 


35. Inasmuch as he, though single hand- 


| ed, dauntlussly encountered ‘the numefe, 
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ous odds against him; then that mighty 
armed one appeared beautiful, stretching his 
bow Gandiva ; 

36—37. And desirous of defeating those 
best of men ranged against him, and of 
slaughtering Jayadratha the ruler of the 
Siudhus, that 


his arrows by thousands, made all the | 


soldiers of your army invisible. Thereupon 
those mighty car-warriors, those best of 
men, also rendered Pritha’s son 


38. Invisible in that battle, with the 
shower of their shafts poured from all sides. 
Thus when that foremost of the Kurus Ars 
juna had been surrounded by those fore- 
most of men, the uproar that was raised in 
vour army was indeed very great and dea- 
fening. 

Thus ends the one hnndred and fifth 
chapter, the description of the standards, 
tn the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


GHVASPMSESREG aire 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When Arjuna had got the Sindhu 
king within reach, what, O Sanjaya, did 
the Panchalas, assailed by Bharadawijas’s 
son, do, encountering the Kurus? 


Sanjaya said :— 


2. On that afternoon, O mighty 
monarch, in that hair-stirring battle that 
then raged between the Panchalas and 
the Kurus, Drona became, as it were, the 
Stake for which they fought. 

3. Filled with delight and a desire for 
slaying Drona, the Panchalas, O sire, 
poured showers of arrows and uttered loud 
War-cries. 


4. That battle between the Kurus and 
the Panchalas, dreadful, confused, and 
wonderful, was like that which was fought 
between the Gods and the Asuras in days 
gone by. 


_ 5. Then all the Panchalas accompanied 
by the Pandavas, reaching Drona’s chariot, 
displayed many mighty weapons, with a 
view to break through Drona’s array. 

6. Car-warriors mounted on their cars, 
causing’ the earth to shake under them, and 
pouring their arrowy showers, proceeded 
towards Drona’s car ina medium speed. 


g 2I 


a foremost of men, that | 
scorcher of his foes, viz Arjuna discharging | 





7- Then Vrihatkshatra, that mighty- 
Car-warrior among the MKekayas, rushed 
upon Drona discharging whetted arrows, 
eae the thunderbolt of the great 
nara. 


8. Thereupon Kshemadhurti of illustri- 
ous renown quickly rushed against Vrihad~ 
kshatra, shooting sharp shafts by, hundreds 
and thousands. 


9. Then again Dhristaketu that fore- 
most among the Chedis, urged on by his 
great strength, quickly rushed against 
Kshemadhurti like the great Indra advan- 
cing upon the Asura Samvara. 


10. Beholding this latter rush with 
great impetuousity like the Destroyer with 
mouth wide open, the mighty bowman, 
advan proceeded inall haste against 
him, 


11. Then the valarous Drona began to 
resist king Yudhisthira and his troops, 
when they were exerting themselves for’ ob- 
taining victory. 

12. O master, your son Vikarna en- 
dued with great might, assailed Nakula,— 
endued with strength and versed in the 
art of fighting,—who had been proceeding 
to fight. J 


13. That crusher of foes namely Dur- 
mukha, with many thousand swift-coursing 
arrows, covered Saliadeva who had been 
making towards himself. 


14. Vyaghradanta held in check 
Satyaki that foremost of men, and. he 
caused the latter to tremble incessantly 
with his sharp shafts properly whetted. 


15. The son of Somadatta resisted those 
best of men and foremost of car warriors 
viz the sons of Draupadi, who filled with 
rage, had been shooting excellents shafts. 


16. That mighty car-warrior the son of 
Rishyasringa, of dreadful appearance and 
fierce temper, opposed the enraged Bhima- 
sena rushing upon Drona. 


17. Then between that man and that 
Rakshasa, raged a fight that resembled, O 
king, the one that took place between 
Rama and Ravana in days gone by. 


18. Then, O Bharata, that best of the 
Bharatas, viz king Yudhisthira pierced 
Dronaon all his vital limbs with ninety 
shafts of depressed knots. 


19. Thus exasperated by the illustrious 
son of Kunti, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
Drona struck him on the chest with twenty- 
five arrows. 

20. Then once more, with twenty shafts, 
Drona peirced him and his steeds, chariot- 
eer and standard, befote the very eyes|of 
all the bowmen present, 
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a1. Then that son of Pandu, of virtuous 
soul, with his own showers of arrows check- 
ed those discharged by Drona, displaying 
great lightness of hands. 


22, Then that best of bowman viz 
Drona excited to the highest pitch of fury, 
in that fight with the very virtuous king 
Yudhisthira, cut off the bow of that illustri- 
“ous warrior. 


23. Thus depriving Yudhisthira of the 
use of his bow, that mighty warrior Drona 

uickly filled the pores of the latter's body 
with many thousand shafts. 


24, Then beholding the king rendered 
invinsible by the arrows of Bharadwaja’s 
son, all creatures took him to be slain in 
battle. 


25. Some thought that he had been 
compelled to turn his face away from the 
field. Some exclaimed saying :—“That 
foremost of the king has been slain by the 
illustrious Brahmana.” 

26. Thus the very virtuous king Yudhis- 
thira was put in a very dangerous position. 
Then leaving aside his bow cut off by 
Bharadwaja’s son in that battle, he 


a7. Took up another effulgent bow of 
celestial make and endued with greater 
‘toughness. ‘hen all those arrows shot by 
thousands by Drona, 


28. ‘That hero cut off in battle. Indeed 
this looked wonderful. O king, having cut 
off all those arrows, and with his eycs ren- 
dered coppery in rage, 

29. He took up a lance capable of pene- 
trating even though the very mountains— 
Jance, of which the stave was of gold, which 
was terror-inspiring, dreadful and furnished 
with eight bells. 


go. Wielding that lance that mighty 
warrior became filled with rage and uttered 
a loud war-cry. And O Bharata, with 
that war-cry of his, he seemed to frighten 
all creatures. 


gt. Beholding that lance raised by the 
very virtuous king in that battle, all crea- 
tures present, pronounced benedictions on 
Drona. 


32. Then that lance hurled by the arms 
of the king, resembling a snake that has 
cast off its slough, and illumining the car- 
dinal and subsidiary quaters, 


33. Coursed towards Drona’s division 
like; a she-snake of fiery mouth. Then O 
ruler off men, beholding that lance coursing 
towards himself with great force, \ 


-34- Drona that: foremost of all warrior 
versed in the use of weapons, invoked into 
existence the Brahma weapon.. That wea- 





pon, having burnt into ashes that terrible- 
looking lance 

35—36. Flew quickly towards the chariot 
of the illustrious son of Pandu. Thereupon 
king Yudhisthira endued with great pru- 
dence, O sire, baffled that weapon of Drona 
flying at himself, by invoking the Brahma 
weapon. ‘Then also piercing Drona with 
five depressed- knotted, 


37- Razor-headed shafts of great sharp- 
ness, he cut off his mighty bow. There- 
upon Drona, that crusher of foes, leaving 
aside the severed bow, 


38. Hurled, O sire, quickly a mace 
upon the son of Dharma (Yudhisthira). 
Then beholding that mace fall quickly upon 
himself, king Yudhisthira, 


39. Took up another mace, and O 
afflicter of your foes, he also hurled it. 
Those two maces hurled with force, clash- 
ing against one another, 


4o-41. Emitted fire in consequence of the 
dash and then fell on ,the ground. Then 
highly enraged, O sire, Drona slew the 
horses of the very virtuous king Yudhisthi- 
ra, with four excellent sharp shafts of keen- 
points. \Vith another broad-headed shaft 
he cut off the latter's bow that resembled 
the rain-bow. 


42. Ile cut down his standard. with a 
single arrow and afhicted Pandu’s son with 
another three. ‘Then quickly jumping 
down from the chariet whose horses had 
been slain, Yudhisthira 


43. Stood cn the field, weaponless and 
with his arms upraised. O foremost of the 
Bharatas, beholding him carless, and spe- 
cially, weaponless, 

44. Drona of firm vow and great light- 
ness of hands held in bay all the enemy's 
soldiers, O lord, by discharging numerous 
sharp arrows. 


45. And like a fierce lion assailing a 


‘deer. he then assailed the king. *Beholding 


the king assailed by Drona that slayer of 
foes, 


46. The Pandavas began to exclaim 
saying, ‘Alas On’, the king 1s captured, 
the kihg is seised by tke son of Bhara- 
dwaja. ; 
Even these were the cries that were 
then uttered by the Pandava troops, 
Bharata. Then ascending with quickaess 
on the chariot of Sahadeva, king Yudhis- 
thira the son of Kunti, fled away from the 
field of battle, being borne away by flectest 
steeds. 

Thus ends the one hundred and sixth 
chapter, the escape of Yudhisthira, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Purva. 
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CHAPTERCVII. 


(J AYADRATHA-BA DHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then, O mighty monarch, Kshema- 
dhurti, with numerous shafts pierced the 
advancing Vrihatkshatra, that valorous 
p7'~ce of the [Kekayas, on the breast. 


2. Thereupon king Vrihadkshatra, O 
monarch, desirous of breaking Drona's ar- 
ray, quickly pierced {shemadhurti with 
ninety shafts of depressed knots, 


3. Thereat shemadhurti excited to the 
highest pitch of fury, cut off the bow 
of the illustrious ruler of the Kekayas with 
a well-tempered and well-sharpened ar- 
row. 


4. Then having cut off his bow, he 
pieréed that foremost wielder of the bow 
quickly in that battle with shafts of de- 
pressed knots. 


5. After this Vrihadkshatra smilingly 
taking up another bow deprived the mighty 
car-warrior Kshemadhurti of the use of his 
car, steed, and charioteer. 

6. Thereafter with a well-sharpened and 
well-tempered arrow he severed fron the 
trunk of that king his head graced with res 
plendent ear-rings. : 

7. That head graced with curling locks 
and a beautiful diadem, suddenly cut off, 
fell on the earth and shone like a meteor 
dropped down from the heavens. 

3. Thus having slain his adversary, the 
mighty car-watrior Vrihadkshatra became 
filled with delight; and he rushed quickly 
upon your troops, desirous of doing good to 
the Parthas. 

9. The fierce bowman, Viradhwanan 
endued with great prowess, began, O Bha- 
rata, to oppose Dhristaketu proceeding 
against Drona. 

10. Those two warriors, having arrows 
for their teeth and endued with activity, 
meeting each other began to strike each- 
other with many thousand shafts. 

11. Then those two foremost of men 
fought on with each other like two elephant 
leaders in rut, in a deep wood. 

12. Then those two heroes endued with 
great prowess fought with each other out 
ef desire for slaying each other, like two 
ferocious tigers hghting inside a mountain 
cave. - 

13. That awful fight, . O ruler of men, 
indeed became a sight to look at; and Sid- 
idhas gnd Charanas, by thousands witnessed 
it Raters: expanded in wonder. 
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_14. Then, O Bharata, Viradhwanan ex- 
cited with rage, smilingly cut off the bow of 


Dhristaketu in twain with a broad-headed 
shaft. j 


15. Thereupon that mighty car-warrioe 
the ful the sheds: leaving aside thr 
evered bow took up a huge lance of golden 
staff and iron head £ s 


16. Then, O Bharata, balancing the 
lance of fierce energy with both his hands, 
he hurled it quickly at the car of. Vira- 
dhanwan. 


17. Wounded sore with that lance capa- 
ble of killing all creatures, the latter with 
his heart rent open, quickly fell down on the 
Earth from his car. 


18. When that heroic and mighty car- 
warrior of the Trigarttas had been slain, 
O master, your army was completely 
broken and routed by the Pandavas. 


19. Durmukha then hurled sixty shafts 
at Sahadeva, and he uttered a loud war- 
cry defying in that battle that son of 
Pandu. 


20. Thereupon the son of Madri excited 
with rage, smilingly pierced the advancing 
Durmukha, with many sharp arrows, the 
brother striking the brother. 


21. Then beholding the mighty Dur- 
mukha fight with fury, Sahadeva struck 
him, O Bharata, with nine arrows. 


22. Then that mighty hero, cutting off 
with a broad-headed shaft the standard of 
Durmukha, slew his four steeds with four 
arrows of great sharpness. 


23. Then with another well-tempered 
and sharpened shaft, he severed the head 
of his charioteer from his trunk,—head that 
was graced with effulgent ear-rings. - 


24. Cutting off with a sharp razor- 
headed arrow the mighty bow of the Kuru- 
descendant, Sahadeva pierced him with 
five arrows. 


25. Thereupon the cheerless Durmukha 
leaving that chariot of which the horses 
had been slain, ascended, O king, upon the 
car of Niramitra. . 


26. Thereat the enraged Sahadeva, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, in that fierce battle, 
slew Niramitra with a broad-headed shaft, 
O prince. f 

27. Then Niramitra that son of the Tri- 
gartta king, fell down from the terrace of 
his car, afflicting your troops with woe. 

28. Slaying him, the mighty-armed 
Sahadeva shone like Dasaratha’s son 
Rama after he had killed the mighty 
Rakshasa Khara. 

29. O rulerof men, beholding the son 
of their king, the mighty car- warrigr Nira- 
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mitra slain, the Trigarltas uttered loud 
cries of Oh and Alas. 


30. O king, Nakula then vanquished in 
a moment your son Vikarna of expanded 
eyes; that indeed seemed marvellous, O 
king. 

3t. Then in the midst of the troops 
Vyarghradutta rendered Satyaki, his horses, 
charioteer and standard, invisible, with 
numerous shafts of depressed knots. 


32. Then the heroic grandson of Sini 
baffling those arrows like one accomplished 
in the art of fighting, felled with his arrows 
Vyaghradatta together with his horses, 
charioteer and standard, 


33. Upon the fall of their prince the 
Magadhas, striving their best assailed 
Yuyudhana, O king. 


34. Discharging arrows and Tomaras 
by thousands, as also Vizdipalas, lancesi 
and mallets and bludgeons, ' 


35—36, Those heroes foughton with the 
invincible Satwata hero, in battle. Then 
the indomitable Satyaki, that foremost of 
men endued with great strength without 
the slightest difficulty, smiling the while 
vanquished the Magadhas, and the few that 
survived, fled in all directions. 


37- Beholding this, O master, your 
troops already afflicted with the shafts of 
Yuyudhana, broke and fled. Then that 
best of the descendants of Madhu’s race, 
slaughtering in battle your warriors, 


38, And stretching his mighty bow 
shone beautiful, endued as he was with 
great renown. Then, O king, the army 
routed by the illustrious Satwata hero, 


39. Refused to return to the fight, 
frightened as they were by that mighty- 
armed hero. Thereat Drena, highly en- 
raged, quickly casting his glance on 
Satyaki, hirhself rushed upon that hero of 
wonderful feat, incapable of being defeated. 

Thus ends the one hundred and seventh 
chapter, the fight of Satyaki, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


| 


CHAPTER CVIII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


x. The illustrious son of Somadatta 
piercing each of those mighty bow men, the 
sons of Drupadi with five shafts, again 
pierced them with seven. x 








ee MŘŘĖō— 
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2. Thus deeply afflicted by that fierce 
warrior, the sons of Draupadi, O, king, be- 
came confounded and knew not what to do 
in that fight. 


3. Thereafter that crusher of foes 
namely Nakula’s son Satanika piercing 
that best of men viz Somadatta's son with 
two arrows, became filled with joy, and 
uttered a loud roar. 


4. The rest of the brothers, then exerting 


| their best in battle, pierced the irate son of 


Somadatta, each with ten straight- fly ing 


|! arrows. 


5. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, the 
illnstrious son of Somadatta sped at them 
five arrows, and with each of those struck 
each of the brothers on the chest. 


6. Thereupon those five brothers piera d 
by the arrows of that high-souled one, 
surrounding the hero, wounded him soon 
with their arrows. 


7. Then the son of Arjuna filled with 
rage despatched the four horses of him to 
the region of Death with four whetted 
shafts. 


8. Theson of Bhimasena cutting of the 
bow of the illustrious son of Somadatta, 
uttered a fierce roar and pierced the latter 
with numerous sharp arrows. 


9. The son of Yudhisthira felled his 
standard having at first cut it off ; so also 
Nakula’s son felled his charioteer from its 
place on the chariot. 


10. Sahadeva's, son, then knowing him 
to be already vanquished by his brothers, 
cut off, O king, his head with a razor- 
headed arrow. 

11. Then that head fell down on ground 
beautifying the ficld of battle—head that 
was adorned with gold and that equalled 
in effulgence the newly-risen sun. 


12. Beholding the illustrious son of 
Somadatta slain, and his head roll on the 
ground, your troops, O king, greatly fright- 
ened, began to fly in all directions. 


13. Alamvusha filled with rage, fought 
on with the highly powerful Bhimasena, like 


the son of Ravana fighting with Lak- 
shamana. 


14. Beholding then that man and that 
Rakshasa engaged in fight with each other, 
all creatures were filled with delight and 
wonder simultaneously. 


15. Then, O king, with nine shafts of 
depressed knots, Bhima smilingly pierced, 
O king, that wrathful son of Rishysringa, 
that foremrst of Rakshasas. 


16. Thereat the Rakshasa, thus pierced, 
uttering „aloud fierce roars in that battle, 
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rushed, supported by all his followers, upon 30. As also darts, Kunapas lances, pikes 


Bhima. j axes, spears, rockets, spiked maces, short 
17. That Rakshasa then piercing Bhima } javelins, battle-axes, 


with five arrows of depressed knots, quickly | 31. Rocks, scimitars treacle and swords 
slew thiry car-warriors engaged in sup- | and thunnerbolts. That dreadful shower of 
porting Bhima. | weapons created by that Rakshasa, 


18, Once more slaying four hundred 32. Slaughtered the soldiers of Pandu’s 
warriors, he pierced Bhima with winged | son on the field of battle. In consequence 
shafts. Then thus deeply pierced by that | of showers of weapons, many elephants of 
Rakshasa, the highly puissant Bhima, the Pandava host were killed, 


19. Squatted down on the terrace of his 33. As also numerons steeds and foot- 

soldiers, O king. Slain by the shafts of 
the Rakshasa, many car-warriors were dis- 
lodged from their seats in the car. 


34—35. The Rakshasa then caused a river 
| to flow on the field of battle, the waters of 
' which were constituted by blood and eddies 
| by cars; which abounded in alligators 
| constituted by the elephants, which’ had 

21. Thus pierced with many shafts that | the umbrellas of car-warriors for its swans 
Rakshasa resembling a heap of antimony and the flesh and marrow of animals for its 
looked beautiful, O king like a Kinsuka tree | MUTE} which was infested with snakes 
decorated with flowers. found by ite ssh ane of human 
i 3 : eings; which was frequented by man 

22. ‘Thus struck in that battle with ar- | Rakshasas and other aaae oad ò 
rows shot from Bhima’s bow, and recollect- | king, which carried with its currents numer- 


ing the slaughter of his brother by that illus | Gus Chedis, Panchalas, and Srinjayas. 
trious son of Pandu, the Rakshasa | 2 


car, being overwhelmed with a swoon, Re- ; 
aining his senses, the son of Maruta, over- 
whelmed with rage, f 


20. Stretched his dreadfu! and excellent 
bow capable of bearing a great strain and 
then he wounded Alamvusha on all parts of 
his body with sharp shafts. 


36. O monarch, seeing him careering 
23. Caused his appearance to be dread- | dauntlessly on the field of battle, and be- 
ful, and addressing Bhimasena spoke these | holding his prowess, the Pandava. became 


words :—‘‘Stay, O so» of eee on the | filled with anxious thought. 
3 attle, and behold to-day the pro- | $ 7 
ae i aie wil 7 37- The soldiers of your army were then 
| filled with delight ; the musical instruments 


24. O you of perverted understanding, were then struck up emitting fierce and 
I had a brother by name Vaka who was | deep sound, making the hair to stand 
the foremost of the Rakshasas, and “ci- | erect. 





A rea -owess. He was slain 5 = . 
cued 4 R A mont of my | , 35: Then hearing thats mighty uproayot 
y You; aus + | delight caused by your troops, the son of 
sight. | Pandu (Bhima) did hot tolerate it, even 


3 | h 
25. Having thus spoken to Bhima, he | jjkea snake not tolerating the sound of the 
became invisible then and there ; aud then | paim-stroke. 
a. - " ale wer at A 7 < 
he covered the former with a thick showe ee or toc Grn ee 
of arrows. te | and consuming: the foe like fire itself, the 
26. Bhima also O king filled che welkin | Son of Maruta invoked the Tshtra weapon 
ae arrows of depressed knots, when that | fike the god ‘Lashtri himself. 
Rakshasa became invinsible in battle. | $ see 
4o. Thereupon a thousand shafts start- 
27. Thus wounded by Bhima, the Rak- | ed into existence faemilallicidesael Gres aS 
hA soon got inside his chariot ; and soon | the carnage that was then Eaei ONIE 
A ain he entered into the bowels of the earth | troops by those arrows of Bhima, 
aie soon again becoming little, flew into the 
sky. 
ount 
28. He assumed forms ¢ : 
large and small. Sometimes assuming 
a subtle, sometimes a gross and sone 
a huge form, he began to roar like t 
clouds. 


| 41. That weapon discharged by Bhima- 
| sena in battle, nullifying the mighty illusion 
less, and | of the Rakshasa, began to afflict the Rak- 
i | shasa himself. 
| 42. Thus that Rakshasa wounded by. 
| Bhimasena in all parts of his body, fled 
towards Drona’s division, abandoning his 


- i vords | gonist. 
oke diverse kinds of wor antag 
seated T eie everywhere. From the 3. Then, O king, when that foremost 
welkin then fell thousands of atrowy ; of the Rakshasas had been worsted by thé 


showers, 
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illustrious Bhimasena, the Pandavas filled 
the quarters with the echoes of their war- 
Cries. 


44. Then filled with delight, they applaud- 
ed the mighty son of Maruta as the 
Marutas themselves applauded Sakra after 
he had vanquished Pralhada in battle. 


Thus ends the one hundred aud eighth 
chapter, the defeat of Alamvusha, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPT AR CIX. 
QAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 

Sanjaya said :— 


1. Alamvush then began tò career 
dauntlessly on another part of the field. 
And when he was thus carreering, Hidimva’s 
son rushed against and quickly pierced him 
with whetted shafts. 


2. Then like the battle between Sakra 
and Samvara in the days of yore, the battle 
between those two foremost of Rakshasas 
became terrible, as they invoked into exis- 
tence many illusions. 


3. Highly excited, Alamvusha began to 
strike Ghototkacha. The battle between 
those two best and foremest of the Rak- 
shasas that then raged, 


4—6. O master, resembled that between 
Rama and Ravana, that took place in days 
gone. Thereupon Ghotatkacha piercing 
Alamvusha on the breast .with a score of 
Narachas utterred incessantly lion-like roars; 
so also, O king, piercing the invincible son 
of Hidimva repeatedly, Alamvusha became 
filled with delight, and he roared filling the 
welkin with his roars. Then those two fore- 
most of the Rakshasas, both endued with 


might and both excited to the hightest pitch 
of fury, 


_ 7. Fought on with each other, desplay- 
ing numerous illusions, and none getting 
any advantage over the other. Creating 
hundreds of illusions and therewith con- 
founding each other, 


_8. Those two Rakshasas, versed in illu- 
sive combats, fought on displaying illusions 
O king; and in that battle whatsoever illu- 
sions Ghatotkacha created, 


9—11) Alamvusha nullified them with 
those of his own, O ruler of men. Then 
beholding that foremost of the Rakshasas 
ihat one versed in the illusive mode ai 
warfare, viz Alamvyusha fight in that 


manner, the Pandavas became greatly ena 
raged, Preyed upon by anxiety and’excited 
with rage, Bhimasena and others, support- 
ed by many best car-warriors, assailed him 
with force. O sire, then they having com- 
pletely surrounded him with the host of their 
cars, 

12. Covered him from all sides, with 
their arrows, like men covering an elephant 
with blazing brands. Checking the force of 
their weapons wth the illusive weapons of 
his own, 


13. Alamvusha freed himself from the 
press of those cars, like an elephant freeing 
himself from a forest-conflagration. Then 
stretching his bow the twang of which re- 
sembled the roar of Indra'’s thunder, he 


14. Pierced Maruta’s son (Bhima) with 
twenty-five, Bhimasena’s son with five, 
Yudhisthira with three and Sahadeva with 
five arrows. 


15. Then again, O sire, piercing Nakula 
with seventy-three, and the sons of Drau- 
padi, each with five arrows, he uttered a 
loud and dreadful war-cry. 


16. Thereupon Bhimasena pierced the 
Rakshasa with nine arrows; Sahadeva 
pierced him with fiveand Yudhisthira with 
a hundred shafts. 


17. Nakula pierced him with four and 
sixty and the sons of Draupadi each with 
three shafts seperately. The son of Hidim- 
va then piercing the Rakshasa (Alamvusha), 
with five hundred arrows, 


18. Once more pierced him with seventy 
arrows; and that highly powerful one sent 
up a loud roar. In consequence of that 
roar of his, the earth trembled, 


19. With her mountains, forests trees 
and watery expanses. O king, peirced 
deeply by those mighty car-warriors, those 
fierce bowmen from all sides, Aalamvusha, 

20. Pierced all of them in return with 
five shafts each. Then the Rakshasa 
Ghatotkacha became thoroughly enraged 
upon the angry Alamvusha. 


21. And the former (the son of Hidim- 
va) then pierced the latter with seven shafts. 
O king that foremost of the Rakshasas, en- 
dued with might viz Alamyusha, being 
pierced deeply by his powerful antagonist, 


22. Quickly created numerous arrows, 
furnished with golden wings and whetted 
on stone. Those shafts of depressed knots 
then penetrated into the body of the 
Rakshasa Ghatotkacha, 


` 23—24. Like angry snakes of great 
Strength entering into a mountain summit. 
Thereupon, O king, the Pandavas and 
Ghatotkacha the‘son of Hidimva, filled with 
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anxiety, began to sped sharp shafts at 
Alamvusha from all sides. Wounded sore in 
battle by the Pandavas desirous of securing 
victory, Alamvusha, 


25. Mortal as he was, knew not what 
to do. Thereat that foremost combatant, 
the highly powerful son of Bhimasena, 


26. Beholding him in that state, resolved 
to slay him. Then he rushed with great 
vehemence upon the car of that foremost 
of the Rakshasas (Alamvusha), 


27. _ Car that resembled in effulgence the 
summit of a burning hill, or a broken heap 
of antimony. Burning with rage, Hidimva's 
son flew for his own chariot to that of his 
adversary, and seized the latter. 


28. He'then took the latter up from his 
chariot like Garuda taking up a snake. 
Then dragging him up with his arrows, 
and whirling him again and again, 

29. Ghatotkacha dashad him against the 
earth like a man dashing a earthen jar 
full of water agninst a stone. Endued with 
might and agility, and possessed of prow- 
ess, 

30. The son of Bhimasena inflamed 
with rage, began to frighten all your troops. 
With all his limbs crushed, his bones 
broken and appearing dreadful, 

31. And slain by the heroic Ghatotkacha» 
the Rakshasa Alamvsha_lo-ked like a Sala 
tree broken and uprooted by the wind. Upon 


the slaughter of that ranger of tke night | 


(Alamvusha), the Parthas, filled with de- 
light, i 

32. Uttered loud roars and waived their 
garments in the air. Beholding that 
mightly foremost the Rakshasas slain, 


And crushed like a mountain, your 
heroic warriors, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
uttered exclamations of Alasand Oh. 

34, Filled withcuriosity, people thencame 
to see that Rakshasa who was lying on the 
field like a piece of charcoal (no longer 
capable of burning). 

35. That best of all beings possessed of 
might viz the Rakshasa vhatotkacha, 
slayin ‘Alamvusha like Vasava laying 
Vala, uttered vey loud roars. 

6. For having achieved that most diffi- 
cult feat Ghototkacha was greatly praise 
by his sires and his other relatives. In- 
deed having felled his foe Alamvusha even 
like an Alamvusha fruit, he became filled 
with joy. ‘ 

Then there arose among the 
pandavas a mighty din produced by the 
blare of conchs and the whizz of various 
kinds. of weapons- Hearing that din the 
Kouravas uttered equally loud shouts in 


reply, filling completely the earth with their 
resonance. 


Thus ends the one hundred and nineth 
chapter, the slaughter of Alamvusha in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona parva. 


—— 


CHAPTER CX. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA BARVA)—. 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Tell me in detail, O Sanjaya, how 
did Yuyudhana oppose in battle the son of 
Bharadwaja? I feel a great curiosity for 
knowing what happened then. 


Sanjaya said :— 


2. Hear, O highly intelligent king, the 
description of that hair-stirring battle that 


| then took place between Drona on the one 


| hand, and the Pandavas headed by Yuyu- 





dhana on the other. 

3. Then, O sire, beholding the troops 
slaugtered by Vuyudhana, Drona himself 
assailed Satyaki of prowess incapable of 
being baffled. 
+. Thereupou Satyaki pierced with five 


4 
and twenty short arrows that mighty ċar- 
warrior the son of Bharadwaja, who had 
been advancing furiously against him. 

Drona also, fighting heedíully, and 
putting forth his prowess, quickly pierced 
Vuyudhana, with five sharp arrows furnished 
with wings of gold. 

6. These arrows piercing through the 
tough armour of Satyaki, drank the blood 
of Drona's enemy; and, jO king, they then 
penetrated into the earth like snakes breath- 
ing furiously. 

Then the long-armed Satyaki, like 
an elephant struck with the hook, became 
filled with fury ; and he then pierced Drona 
with fifty Narachas, all resembling fire 
itself. 

8. Pierced quickly by Yuyudhana in 
battle,the son of Bhardwaja, pierced Satyaki 
who had been fighting vigorously, with 
countless shafts. 

Then again excited to the highest 
pitch of fury, that fierce bowman endue 
with great might, once more began to 
afflict him of the Satwata race, with arrows 
of depressed knots. 

10. Thus repeatedly wounded by Bharad- 
waja’s son in battle, O ruler of men, 
Satyaki could not’ decide as to what he 
should then do. 
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tr. Then, O king, Yuyudhana’s face 
became cheerless, as he saw Drona dis- 
charge numerous sharp arrows in battle. 


12. Beholding Satyaki then in that ; 
plight, your sons and your troops, O ruler 
of men, became greatly delighted at heart 
and they began incessantly to roar like lions. 


13. Hearing that dreadful din and seeing 
that descendant of Madhu’s race sorely 
afflicted, O Bharata, king Yudhisthira ad- 
dressing his troops spoke to them thus :— 


14. ‘This foremost of the Vrishnis 
this hero Satyaki of indomitable prowess, | 
is about to be destroyed in battle by the 
heroic Drona, like the sun by Rahu. 


. I5. Charge and rush to the spot where 
Satyaki is fighting.” Then that ruler of ! 
men, addressing the Panchala prince Dhris- 
tadyumina said :— 


16. “Why do you tarry O son, of Pri- 
sata? Assail Drona quickly? Can you not 
See the great danger to ourselves that has 
arisen from Drona ? 


17. This fierce bowman Drona is play- 
ing with Yuyudhana in battle, like a boy 
playing with a bird bound with a string. 


18. Let every one of my troops headed 
by Bhimasena and others and accom- 
panied by yourself, rush tothe spot where ! 

uyudhana’s chariot is stationed. 








19. Supported by my divisions, I will | 
follow behind you. Do you all rescue | 
Satyaki to-day who is now within the very | 
teeth of death.” | 


20. Having thus spoken, the king, O 
Bharata, supported by all his troops, 
charged Drona in that battle, for the sake | 
of rescuing Yuyudhana. 


21. May good betide you ; the din that | 
then arose there, when the Pandavas and | 
the Srinjayas rushed against the single- 
handed Drona, was indeed very tre- 
mendous, | 

22. Then, O foremost of men, encoun- t 
tering Drona that son of Bharadwaja, that ' 
mighty car-warrior, they began to pour | 
upon him showers of sharp arrows furnished | 


with wings of Kanka-feathers, and the 
feathers of peacocks. 





23. Then Drona received all those 
heroes similingly, even as a host receives 
his welcome guests with water, and the offer 
of seats, 


24. Then like the guests becoming 
gratified with hospitality of their hosts, 
those heroes were gratified with the shafts 


apes at them by that bowman ais., the son 
of Bharadwaja. 


25. They could not then behold the son 
of Bharadwaja, eyen as nen cannot look 
at the midday sun of thousand rays, O lord 


26. Then that foremost of all wielders 


| of weapons, vis., Drona afflicted all of them 
| with his myriad shafts, even as the sun 


afflicts the objects of this earth with his my- 
riad rays. 

27. Slaughtered (ruthlessly), the Pan- 
davasand the Srinjayas, O mighty monarch, 


| could not find a protector, like elephants 


sunk in mire. 

28. Like the burning rays of the sun 
scattering in all sides, the mighty arrows 
of Drona were then seen to scatter on all 
directions. 


29. In that battle were slain twenty-five 


| best Panchala heroes, all reckoned among 


Maharathas and all enjoying the favor of 
Dhristadyumna. 


30. People then beheld the heroic Drona 
slay in succession the best warriors among 
the Pandavas and the Panchalas, 


31. Slaying a hundred warriors from the 
Kekaya hosts and routing them conpletely, 
Drona stood on the field, O king, like the 
Destroyer with his mouth wide open. 


32. Then, O ruler of men, the mighty~ 
armed Drona vanquished hundreds and 
thousands of the Panchalas, the Srinjayas, 
the Matsyas, and the Kekayas. 


33- Pierced by the arrows of Drona, the 
roar they then uttered, . resembled that sent 
up by the denizen of the woods when the 
forest is burnt down by a conflagration. 


34. Then, O king, all the celestials, the 
Gandharvas and the ancestral manes said :— 
‘Behold the Panchalas and the Pandavas, 
with their troops, fly away from the field of 
battle !” 


35. Thus when Drona was slaying the 
Somakas in battle, none ventured to assail 
him and none was able to pierce him. 


36. When that fight destructive of best 
and foremost heroes was thus raging with 
fury, Pritha’s son Yudhisthira, suddenly 
heard the blast of the conch Pancha- 
jannya. 

37- That prince of conchs vis, the 
Panchajannya, filed with the breath of 
Vasudeva's son, yielded loud blasts. Wher 
those heroes engaged in protecting the 
Sindhu ruler were thus fighting, 


38. And when the Dhartarastra warriors 
were roaring before Vijaya’s chariot, the 
din was so great that the twang of the 
Gandiva could not be heard, 


£9. Then the royal son of Pandu 
(Audhisthira) ; overwhelmed with great 
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anxiety, began to reflect thus :—‘ Surely 
everything is not well with Arjuna, as this 
conch-blast indicates, 


4o. And as the Kurus are roaring out 
rapturously every moment.” Thus thinking 
and with a heart filled with anxiety, 

41. Ajatasatru, the son of Kunti, addres- 
sing him of the Satwata race said these 
words, Though his voice was choked with 
the vapour of grief and though he was 
constantly overwhelmed with s 
the king (Yudhisthira) then did not lose 
sight of what should be done next; and 
addressing that foremost of the Sinis he then 
spoke thus :— 





Yudhisthira said :— 


42. O grandson of Sini, the hour for 
that duty which sages of the past have 
enjoined to be done towards a friend by a 
friend in times of need, has now arrived. 


43. O foremost of the Sinis, thinking 
within myself, i cannot find out any one, 
among all my troops, who is a greater well- 
wisher of ours than yourself, O Satyaki. 


42. He that is always well-affected, he 
that is always obedient, in my opinion, only 
he should be entrusted with the commission 
of a serious duty. 

45. Just as Kesavas is ever devoted 
to the interests of the Pandavas, so also are 
you, O you of the Vrishni race, who are 
equal to Kesava himself in prowess. 

46. Iam now going to place a heavy 
burden on you; and it betits you to bear 
that burden; it behoves you not to dis- 
appoint my hopes. 

47. O foremost of men, do you now 
assist Arjuna involved in great distress, 
who is your friend, brother, and your 
preceptor. 

48. You are ever true to your vows 
and are endued with heroism, and, the giver 
of assurances to your friends. Th conse- 
quence of your feats, your are renowned in 
the worlds as one devoted to truthful 
speech, = 

. O grandson of Sini, he that casts 
off this mortal frame 1u fighting for the 
cause of friends, becomes equal to him thes 
gives away the earth asa gilt tothe twice 
born ones. 

We have heard of numerous mo- 


o. m 
AEE who attained to heaven having 
duly given away this earth as a gift to the 
Brahmanas. 


51. O virtuous-souled caei with forsa 
: this, VIS., 
alms, I do beg of you even bills „tl 
PAA O master, the merit of giving 
away the earth as a gift, or of something 


22 


yoons, yet | 
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better than that (by incurring the risk of 
beeing killed for the sake of Arjuna your 
friend), ý 

52. Phere is only one person, namely 
hna, that giver of assurances of safety 
to his friends, who is ever prepared to lay 
down his life for the sake of his friends. 
You, O Satyaki, are the ¢ -ond, 





53: None but a hero volunteers to render 
help to another hero fighting couragously 
from a desire of winning fame. An ordi- 
nary man cannot do so. 


54. O descendant of Madhu’s race, when 
this is the course to be followed, I do not 
find any one else save yourself, who can 


| become a help to Arjuna. 


55- On one occasion, Arjuna applauding 
your achievements and repeatedly reciting 
them afforded me great pleasure. 


56. He said—‘Satyaki is endued with 
great lightness of hands; he is versed in 
all modes of warfare ; he is very agile, pru- 
dent, acquainted with the use of all wea- 
pons and endowed with bravery. He is 
never confounded in ihe course of a fight. 

57. That higi-souled and mighty car- 
warrior possesses broad shoulders, broad 
chest, long arms, large jaws, great strength 
and unrivalled prowess. 


58. He is both my pupil and friend, 
Iam dear to him and he is Jear to me. 
And if Yududhana renders me help, I can 
then crush the whole Kuru host complstcly. 


59. O foremost of kings, even if Ke- 
shave dons the armour for rendering us 
aid, or if Rama, Anirudna or the mighty 
car-warrior Pradyumna, 


6o. Oi: Gada, or Sarana or Samya with 
the Vrishnis does so, O migiity monarch, to 
assist us in battle, 

61. Vet I shall select that foremost of 
men, that grandson of Sini of unbaffled 
prowess to assist me, in exclusion of the. 
others, for, there is none equal to him,” 

62. This is what Dhananjaya said to 
me in your absence in the Dawita forest 
while applauding your virtue’s truly in an 
assembly of the righteous, 


68. O descendant of the Vrishni race, 
it behoves you not to disappoint Dhanan- 
jaya and niyself and Bhima. 


64. When, returning from a sojovrn to 
all the sacred places, I went to Dwaraka, E 
saw your reverence for Arjuna. 


65. When at Upaplava, O grandson of 
Sini, 1 did not mark any one else who 
showed us greater Jove and affection, than 
yourself, 
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66—67. For showing kindness, therefore, | life. And if he be slain in battle, how 


to one who is your friend and preceptor, O 
mighty-armed hero, it behoves you, who 


are of noble lineage and who cherish ; 


reverence for us, to actin a way, O great 
bowman, worthy of your fiiendship, prowess, 


descendant of Madhu’s race. 


68. Accoutered in armour by Drona 
himself, Suyodhana has sudnenly gone be- 
hind Arjuna, Ere this, the other mighty 
car-warriors of the Kouravas have pursued 
Arjuna, 


= i 
69. We can also hear the defiant roars 


that the enemy is uttering against Arjuna. | know whether he lives or not. The hose 


Therefore, O honoured hero, O grandson of 
Sini, it behoves you to hie yourself to 
Arjuna without delay. 

go. Ourselves and Bhimasena supported 
by our troops, shall hold Drona in check 
if he tries to pursue you. 


71. Behold, O grandson of Sini, the 
Bharata troops are broken and flying 


they utter. 


4 . ji * . < Py 
72. Like the very ocean ina Parva day , hero, kow this twice-barn one is careening. 


agitated by a migitty tempest, the army ol 
Dhirtarastra, O sire, is being agitated by 
Savysachin. 


73. The dust raised by the swiftty moving 


can I live? 

81. Is this great catostrophe, in the 
shape of Arjuna's death, to overtake me 
when yveuare alive? Of bine complexion, 


3 | youthful in years, of curly locks and excceds 
nobility of birth and devotion to truth, O ; 


ingly beauulal, is that son of Pandu. 


$2. Light-handed in using the weapons, 
acquainted with various Modes of warfare, 
that mighty armed hers, O sire, sas en- 
tered jntothe ranks of the Bharata troops 
atthe hour of sun-rise; and the hour of 
sun-set is approacning fast. 





83. O you ef Vrishni’s race, Ido not 


of the Wurus is lke the mighty ocean 


itself, 


chariots, horses, and fout soldiers, is gra- ! 


dually enveloping the cntire army. 

74. Behold the mighty Phaiguna that 
destroyer of hostile heros surrounded by 
the Sindhu-Souviras armed with lzne.s and 
javelins and numbering countless heroes 
among their ranks. 


75- Without defeating this army it will 
not be possibie (for Arjuna) to vanquish 
the ruler of the Sindhus. Ali these warriors 
again are preptred to lay down their lives 
for the sake of the Sindhu king, 

76. Behold the invincible army of the 
Dhritarastras, teeming with lances, arrows, 
excellent standards, hcrocs and elephants ! 


77- Hear the roar of their drums and 
the full blasts of their conchs, the uproar 
-of war-cries and the rattle of their car- 
wheels ! 

78. Hear also the roars of elephants 
the yells of infantry and the cries of horse- 
men, as they proceed causing the earth to 
tremble underneath their tread. 


9. Inthe front of Arjuna is the divi- 
sion of the Sindhus and in his rear is the 
division of Drona, The foes are so strong 
in number, O foremost of men, that they 
ean even afflict the lord of the celestials, 


` $o. Sunk in this fathomless ocean of 
troops, Arjuna may be deprived of his 


NS + gives me. 
away; andas they fly, hear the loud wails | 


81. O sire, single-handed has the 
mighty-armed Vibhatsu entered into the 
Bharata army which can not be encountered 
even by the celestials themselves in baule. 

85. In this day's í 
Yonder also is 
atlicung my troops in Latiie. 





my heart mis- 
Drona sorely 
8&5. You can sce, © mizhty-armed 


in battle. When 





tasus present 





themselves, you ki which of 
them should be first 
87. O Lestower af honor, it behoves 


yeu to accomplish first that taste which is 
tke most serious, with great activi. OF 








ail these tasks therefore, I think 
ithe task of aiding Arjuna vuld be 
“accomplished first. 

83. ‘The rescue of Arju a therefore 


| should be at 





fist effected, L do not grieve 
for him of the Dasarha race, who is the 
Protector and ihe Lord uf the 4 fse. 


8g. I teil yeu truly that that forentost of 
men, is capable of vanquishing in battle all 
the three worlds united against iim, 


90. \What to speak of this weak host of 
the sons? Dhritarastra ? But, © you of 
Viishai's race, Arjuna is surely pressed by 
numerous odds in battle. 

gt. He may lose his life. For this 
reason it is that | am so cheerless. ‘lhere- 
fore do you follow in his track, even as 
men like you shold do 

92, or men like Arjuna, being urged 
on by nien like myself. Of all the Vrishni 


heroes, two are reckuned as Atirathas in 
battle, 


93: One among them is the might 
armed Pradyumna and the other is yourself, 
O Satwata hero, who both are well-known 
in the world. Equal to Narayana himself in 


the use of weapons, to Samkarsana in 
physical strength, 
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94. You are equal, O foremost of men, 
to Dhananjaya in bravery. You surpass 
Bhima and Drona and others versed in all 
modes of warfare. 


95. The wise speak of you, O foremost 
of all male beings, saying— There is nothing 
unachievable by Satyaki.—O descendant of 
Madhu's race, 


96. Therefore, O mighty hero, do you 
perform what I say to you, viz carry out the 
wishes of myself and of Arjuna and of all | 
present here. 


97- O mighty-armed one, it behoves 
you not to falsify our expectations. Dis- 
regardful of your dear lite, do you begin 
to career like a hero in battle. 


98. O grandson of Sini, the descendants 
of the Dasarha race never care for their 
lives in the course of fight. Avoidance of 
fight, indecision or hesitation to fight, and 
flying away from fight, 

99. These practices of the caward and 
the mean, are never resorted to by the scions | 
of the Duasarha race. O foremost of the 
Sinis, the illustrious Arjuna is your precep- | 
tor, O sire. 


100. Vasudeva again is superior both to 
yourself and to Arjuna of great intelligence. | 


Knowing this, I speak to you these 
words. 
tor. Do not disregard my words, for I | 


am superior to all your superiors. What- | 
ever I say to you, know that to be approved | 
of by Vasudeva and by Arjuna. 


102. All this I have spoken to you 
in right earnestness, Proceed where | 
Dhananjaya is, O you of prowess incapable | 
of being baffled, following these words of | 
command uttered by me. H 

103. Do you, O sire, penetrate into this | 
army of the wicked-minded sons of Dhrita. | 
rastra. Entering into it and meeting duly ; 
with mighty car-warriors in battle, display | 
O you ofthe Satwata race, the feats that 
you are capable of achieving and that are | 

| 





worthy of yourself. 

Thus ends the one hundred and tenth | 
chapter, the words of Yudhisthira, UE the ! 
Fuyadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. | 


SHAPTER CXI 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA—) 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 5 
—2. Then that foremost of the Sinis 
ais Satyaki, hearing those words of the very 


lin battle, O king. 
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virtuous king Yudhisthira,—words that 
were agreeable, salutary, fraught with 
sweet sounds, opportune, delightful and 
equitable,—replied, O foremost of the Bha- 
ratas, to him, saying :— 


“O you of unfading glory, I have 
heard all the words you have spoken for 
Arjuna’s saise—words that are delightful, 
equitable and conducive to fame. 


4. Atatime like the present, beholding 
one devoted to you like me, it behoves you," 
O mighty monarch, to command me as 
pinch as you can command Partha him- 
self. 


5. For the sake of Dhananjaya, I am 
ever prepared to sacrifice my very life. 
Commanded by you, what is there that I 
would not do in this great battle. 


6. O ruler of men, commanded by you, 
I am ready to fight even with the three 
worlds with the Gods, Asuras and mortals’ 
therein, what to speak of this weak host of 
the Kurus ? 

T 


army 


I will, this dav, fight with the entire 
of Suyodhana and vanquish it 


This I tell you for 
sooth. 


8. Safely shall I reach Dhananjaya who 
is also safe, and after the slaughter of Jaya- 


| dratha, we both shali come back to you, (0) 


king. 

g- But, O foremost of men, I think it a 
duty to remind ycu of the words which were 
spoken to me by Vasudeva and the highly 
intelligent Phalguna. 





to. I was repeatedly and strongly soli- 
cited by Arjuna in the very midst of all our 
troops, and ac the hearing af VWasudeva's 


| son, in these words. 


11. “O you of Madhus race, to-day, with 
a cool unJerstanding and resolving to 
fight nobly and resolutely, do you protect 
the king, till I succeed in slaying Jaya- 
dratha. 


12. O mighty-armed hero, making over 
the monarch to you or to the mighty car- 
warrior Pradyumna only, can l go to 
slaughter Jayadratha, with an easy heart. 


13. You know how formidable Drona is 
in battle,—Drona who is regarded as the 
foremost of the Kuru warriors. You also 
know the vow he made before the eyes of 
all, O master. 


14. The son of Bharadwaja, eagerly 
fongs to capture the very virtuous king Yu- 
dhisthira. Drona also is competent enough 
to afflict Yudhisthira in battle. 


15. Now, making over the charge of the 
very virtuous king Yudhisthira, that best of 
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ren to you, | am to-day going to slaughter 
the ruler of the Sindhus. i 

16. Slaying Jayadratha in battle, T will 
return as soon as possible; O descendant of 
Madhv’s race, meanwhile see that Drona 
may notcaptare Yudhisthira, by force. 

17, O scion of Madhu's race, if that 
foremost of men Yudhisthira be captured 


by the sen of Bharadwaja, ĮI shall not be | 
able to accomplish the slaughter of the | 


king of the Sindhus, and my grief will ke 
great. 


18. Ifthe truthful son of Pandu, that 
foremost of the Pandavas (Yudhisthira) be 
captured by Drona, it is evident that we 
shall have to go the forest in exile once 
more. 


19. If Drona inflamed with rage suc- , 


ceeds in capturing Yudhisthira, it is evident 
my victory over fayadratha will be pro- 
ductive of no good. 

20, Vhereupon, O scion of Madhu's race, 


O mighty-armed one, do you undertake to 
protect the king in battle, for my sake, 


and for the sake of winning victory and | 


fame.” 


21. Thus do yousee, O king, that you 
have been made over to me as a sacred 
trust by Savyasachin, afraid as he ever 
is of the son of Bharadwaja, on your ac- 
count. 


22. Isee every day, O mighty-armed 
one that except Rukmini’s son there is no 
one who can bea match for Drona in battle, 
O master. 


23—24. I also am regarded to be a match 
for the intelligent son of Bharadwaja. So 
it is evident, | cannot falsify that reputation 
which I enjoy, or disregard the behests of 
my preceptor Arjuna, or leave you, O 
king, alone. The preceptor Drona, cover- 
ed with impenctrable armour ashe is, and 
endued with great lightness of hands, 


25. Obtaining you in battle, will sport 
with you as buy with an innocent bird. If 
that son of Krishna bearing the Makara 
as a device on his banner, were here with 
his bow, 


26. I could have made you over to his 
protection and he could have protected, 
you like Arjuna himself. You should 
Jook after your own protection. Who shall 
protect you when I am gone ? 


27. Who will advance against Drona 
for protecting! you, when I shall proceed 
towards Arjuna? Let no fear, O king, 
assail your heart to-day on Arjana's ac- 
count. 

28. That mighty-armed one will never 
succumb under the heaviest of burdens. 


Those warriors that are ranged againat 
him, viz. the Souvirakas, the Sindhus, the 
Pouravas, 


29. The Northerners, the Southerners and 
ali other mighty car-wariors, and O king, 
they that are headed by Karna, and are 
regarded to be most exceilent warriors, 


30. All these warriors, taken together, 
cai not equal the sixteenth part of Arjuna, 
when he becomes angry. ‘The whole earth 
rising against him, with her gods, Asuras, 
and men, 

gt. And the Rakshasas, the Kinnaras 
and the reptiles, O king, in fact, with all the 
mobile and immobile creatures, can not 
withstand Pritha’s son Arjuna in battle. 

32. Knowing this, O king, let your appre- 
hension on Dhananjaya's account be dis- 
carded, O mighty-monarch. Where the 
two heroic Krishnas, both fierce bowmen and 
both of prowess incapable of being baffled 
are present, 

33. There can not happen the slightest 
impedement to their purpose. Think of 
the celestial prowess, the accomplishment 
in the use of weapons, the vast resources, 
the fierceness, the gratefulness and the 
kind-lheartedness of your brother in battle. 
When I shall leave this place for pro- 
ceeding towards Arjuna, 


35- Think also of Drona, of the worderful 
know- ledge of weapons he will display in 
battle; O king, the preceptor earnestly 
longs to capture you in battle. 


“36. And, O Bharata, he endeavours to 
keep his vow inviolate and true. Would 
you be able to protect yourself ? Who shall 
protect you when | am gone? 


37- Who is he, whom I may entrust 
with your protection and then go towrads 
Arjuna, O king? © mighty monarch, 
without making over the charje of protec- 
ting you in this battle, to sombody else, 


38. I cannot go away, O you of IXuru’s 
race. This I tell you truly; O foremost of 
persons gifted with intelligence, considering 
the matter thoroughly from every point of 
view with the help of your understanding 
and ascertaining your highest good, do you 
commaud me, O king. 


Yndhisthira said :— 

39. © descendant of Madhu's race, O 
mighty-armed one, it is even so as you say. 
But inspite of all this, my mind is not very 
sanguine regarding Arjuna that owner of 
white horses, O sire. 


4o. I shall try my best to protect my- 
self. Do you go, commanded by me, to 
the spot where Dhananjaya has gone. 
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41. The protection of myself in battle 
and the necessity of rendering aid to Dhan- 
anjaya, weighing these two Propositions in 
the balance of my understanding, I prefer 
that you should do the latter, 


42.. Therefore prepare yourself for pro- 
ceeding to the spot where Dhananjaya has 
gone. 
after my protection. 


43. The son of Prisata with his uterine 


of Draupadi, O sire, will certainiy, protect 
me, 


44. The five Kekaya brothers, 
Rakshasa Ghatotkacha, and Virata, Dru- 
pada, and the mighty car-warrior Sikhan- 
din, 

45. Dhristaketu, the puissant Kuntivoja 
and O sire, Nakula, Sahadeva, and the 
Srinjayas, 

46. These warriors all, with great care, 
will surely exert themselves for protecting 
me. Neither Drona at the head of his 
troops, nor Kritavarman, 


47—48. Will be able to defeat 
us, ‘Dhristadyunina also that 
of foes, putting forth all his prowess in battle 


or afflict 


The highly powerful Bhima will look | 


the | 
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were to disobey the words of Yudhisthira), 
he thus thought within himself. ‘Let not 
men say that I am afraid of proceeding to 
the rescuc of Arjana,” 


3- Thus thinking over the matter in 
various ways, that foremost of men, the 
Invincibte Satyaki, spoke these words to the 


very virtuous king Yudhisthira. 





fe “May good betide you, O king. Ii 


f | you think that these arrangements will be 
brothers, these mighty kings, and the sons | 


sufficient to ensure your safety, O ruler of 
men, then | shall go towards Vibhatsu and 
carry out your command. 


5. There is nothing dearer to my sout 


| in the three worlds, than that son of Pandu 


scorcher | 


will hold the enraged Drona in check like i 


the banks resisting the mighty main. 
battle, where that slayer of foes vrs the son 
of Prisata will present him, 


In; 


(Arjuna). 


6. O bestower of honor, with your per- 
mission, I will follow his track, There 
is nothing that I shall not do for your sake, 


This I tell you in all earnestness. 


7. O best of men, the commands of my 
preceptor are ever worthy of my attention. 
But your words are ail the more so. 


8. The brothers Krishna and Arjuna 
are ever engaged in achieving your good ; 
O best of all kir know me also to be 
devoted to your welfare. 

9. Holding your behest on my head, I 
will, O lord, proceed piercing this impene- 
table army, for rendering help, O best of 





men, to that son of Pandu. 


49. There Drona will not be able to pierce i 


with force, our troops. For the destruction 
of Drona, Diristadyumna has come out of 
fire, 

50. Cased in mail, armed with shafts, 
swords, bow and decked with many orna- 
ments. Therefore, O grandson of Sini, go 
with an easy heart, and entertain no anxiety 
on my account. Dhristadyumna himself 
will resist the enraged Drona in battle. 

Thus ends the one-hundred and eleventli 
chapter, the words of Yudhisthira, tn the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona parva. 





CHAPTER CXIL 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— i 
1. Hearing those words of the very vir- 
tuous king Yudhisthira, that foremost of the 
Sinis, became afraid of the reproach ne 
would incur at Arjuna’s hands, it he woul 
leave the king. 3 
f c z 
2. ‘But seeing the certainty of an In 
‘putation of cowardice by the people (if he 


10. Here shall, I plunge into the divisions 
of Drona, excited as I aim with rage. I shall 
then dart through it like a fish through the 
ocean, © king, to the spot where king 
Jayadratha 


11. Stays, protected by his troops and 
trembling in fear of the son of Pandu, and 
depending upon those foremost of car- 
warriors viz Drona’s con, Karna, Kripa and 
others. 


12, This distance, O king, between this 
place and the spot where Arjuna is exerting 
himself for the slaughter of Jayadratha, 


measures full three Yusanas. 


3. But though Partha is three Vojanas 
away from this place, yet I shall pursue 
his track with a firm heart, and support him 
till the slaughter of Jayadratha is accom- 
plished. 

14. Unless commanded by his precep- 
tors, what man goes to battle with his ene- 
mies? When again commanded, O king, 
like myself, by his preceptors, what man is 
there that would not fight ? 


15. I know ihe spot, O king, whither I 
have to go. ‘leeming as it does with 
plough-shares, lances, maces darts, blud- 
geons, 


16. Arrows, and other weapons, 1 shall 
still : gitate this ocean-like host. This eles 
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phant division, numbering a thousand ele- 
phants strong, that you see, 


17. All belonging to the breed known as 
Anjana, and all possessed of great prowess, 
and ridden by numerous Mlechchas de- 
lighting in battle and skilled in smiting 
down, 


18. These elephants shedding the tem- 
poral juice like clouds pouring rain,—they 
never turn back when goaded on by those 
on their backs. 


19. They can not be defeated unless 
they are slaughtered, O king. Then again 
yon car-warriors thousands strong in num- 
ber, whom you can see, 


z 20. Are of royal extraction and are all 
recongnised as Maharathas. Atl of them 
are owners of golden chariots. They are 
accomplished in the use of weapons, in 
fighting upon cars and on the backs of ele- 
phants, O king ! 


zi. Masters in the art of bowmanship, 
they are well-skilled in figitting with their 
fist also. They are skilled in fighting 
with maces and also in close quarters. 


22. They are eqnally active in fighting 


sword and buckler. They are courageous, 
Jearned and insprired with a desire for out- 
vieing one another. 


23. O king, they every day corquer 
countless warriors. They are under Karua’s 
commmand and devotedly follow Dussa- 
sana. 


24. Even Vasudeva’s son praises these 
men as mighty car-warriors. Always so- 
licitious of duing good to the Kurus, they are 
obedient to Karna. 


25. Returning, at MKarna’s command, 
from their pursuit of Arjima of white 
steeds, and so unfatigued and in-exhausted, 
those brave warriors, accoutered in im- 


enetrable mail, and arined with tough 
ows, 


26. Are made to wait for me at Duryo- 
dhana’s command. Vor your good, O 
foremost descendant of the Kuru race, 
crushing these warriors in battle, 


27. I will follow from behind the track 
laid open by Savyasachin. “‘lhuse other cle- 
phants, O monarch, full seven hundred in 
nunber, 


28—29. That you can see, all covered 
with armours, ridden by Kiratas, and 
adorned with ornaments, were formerly 
presented by the king of the Kiratas, to- 
gether with many servants, to Savyasachin; 
(©) King these were at first engaged in 
duing your good. : 





i 1 | armours, and all excellent fighters. 
with the sword and falling upon the foe with | 


30. Behold the changes brought about 
by time, in as much as, theyjare now ranged 
to fight against you. The Kiratas indo- 
mitable, in battle are their guides. 


gt. Skilful in guiding elephants and 


all sprung from fire, they were all united-: 


ly defeated in battle by Savyasachin, 

32. Obedient to thecommands of -Duryo- 
dhana, they are now waiting unitedly to 
receive me. Slaying, O king, these Kiratas 
indomitable in batue, by means of these 
shafts, 


33. I will follow in the track of Pundu's 
son intent on the slaughter of the Sindhu 
king. ‘Those other elephants sprung from the 
race of the Anjanas, 


34- Of tough hide, well-trained, and 
shedding secretions from their temples and 
mouth, and covered with armours made 
entircly of gold, 

35. Those elephants are all very useful 
in batte and equal to Airavat himself. 
These have come from the northern hills 
and are mounted by fierce robbers, 


39. Possessed of strong limbs, cased in 
There 
are, amongst them persons born of the 
cow, of the ape, 


37—38. Or of diverse other creatures, 
including those born of men; that division 


of the sinful Mlechchas assembled together, 


pand come from the strongholds of the 


Himavat hill, appear to be like volumes of 
smoke from this distance. O'taining these 
and numerous other Kshatriyas, 


39. As also Kripa, and Somadatta’s 
son and that foremost of car-warriors vis. 
Drona, and the ruler of the Sindhus and 
Karna, as partisans, Duryodhana disregards 

j , ) g 
the Pandavas. 








40. He also thinks himself to be already 
crowned with success, being impelled by 
Fate. But to-day, all these warriors, 
coming within the reach of my Narachas, 


41. Will not escape alive, O son of 


Kunti, even if they be gifted with the fleet- 
ness of the mind. Always held in honour by 


| king Duryodhana ever-depending on the 


prowess of others, 


42. They shall to-day mect with their 
destruction, being sorely afflicted by my 
arrowy showers. © king, those other war- 


rior owning golden standards, whom you 
can see, 


43: They are known as the irresistible 
Kamvojas. They are brave, learned, and 
practised in the use of the bow ; 


44. Theyare arranged in serried file 
and are resolved to stand firmly by one 
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another. These Aksbauhini of troops be- 
longing to the sons of Dhritarastra, all ins- 
pired with raye, 

45. And expectantly looking for me, 
are awaiting my arrival, being sup; 
numerous Kuru heroes. They are all cool- 
headed, O monarch, and lung to receive 
me, 


46—47. Them shall I consume, like fire 
cousuming a heap of grass. Let, therefore, 
O king, those who are versedin equipping 
charivts, equip my chariot with man-rous 
quivers and all other implements of war, 
and let these weapons be placed in porper 
places. Weapons of diverse kinds will 














have to be used in the terrible fight that | 


will commence, ere long. 

48. Let the chariot be stuffed with 
necessaries, five times more than what the 
professors of military science direct, in as 
much as, I shall have to encounter the united 
Kamvojas resembling fierce snakes of 
virulent poison. 

49. I shall also have to engage with the 
Kiratas armed with various implements of 
war, who resemble virulent poison, who are 
accomplished in striking down, 





50. Who have b-en favoured by the king 
and who in consequence, ever desire to | 


achieve the good of Duryodhana. Í shal! 
also encounter the Sakas who resemble 
Indra himself in prowess, 

51. Who are fierce as fire and difficult of 
being repressed like a raging conflagration. 
I shall have also to meet numerous other 
warriors, all irresistible and resembling 
Death himself. 





2. Ishall have to encounter, O king, 


countless indomitable warriors. For these 


reasons, let excellent steeds of the best breed 


and graced with auspicious marks be har- | 


nessed to my chariot, alter they had drank 
their fill and been groomed properly. 


Sanjaya said :— 


53. Then king Yudhisthira directed ; 







quivers full of shafis, and s other iinds 
of weapons, and all ot. r necessaries, tO be 
placed in the chariot of Satyasi. 





54. Then people caused the four excell- 
ant steeds yoked to his carto drink juicy 
and intoxicating liquors. 

. Having caused those four steeds to 
ane their thirsts, and walk and bathe and 
eat, and having decked them with garlands 
of kold, men plucked the arrows out 
of their bodies; 

6. Those animals that had been un- 


i hat were of 
harnessed for these operations, thal 
golden hue, well-trained, endued with great 


rted by | 





neetness, cheerful and extremely docile, 
were gain properly yoked to his chariot. 

57-58. On the top of that chariot was 
mounted a tall standard bearing the device 
ota lion of golden manes, ‘The standard 
was decked with bannerets of the hue of 
i white clouds and it was graced with golden 
circles and pearls and corals. An une 
brella with a huge golden staf was also 
placed upon that car that was groaning 
under the burden of weapons. 


§9. When those horses decked with gold- 
en capavisons had been yoked to the car, 
the younger brother of Daruka; who was 
satyaki's friend and charioteer, 








| 69, Came and represented to him that 
i the car was ready, even as Matali informs 
Indra about the equipment of his car. 
| Then Satyaki, having taken a bath and 
| having purified himself and having under 
gone every auspicious ceremony, 
| Gr. Gave away unto the Snataka 
Brahmanas thousands of golden NVikshasas. 
Then blessed with the benedictions the 
latter pronounced upon him, that foremost 
of handsome-looking men, 





That hero worthy of adoration, 
drunk Katlataka honey, appeared 
exceediigly beautiful with reddened eyes 
rolling in intoxication. 





63. Having touched a brazen mirror, 
and being highly delighted, he became 
lied with double his ordimary energy and 
lvoked like the klazing fire. 





64. Faking upon his shoulder his bow 
and arrows that best of car-warriors, Cover- 
edin mail and adorned with ornaments, 
made the wvice-born ones perform the rites 
of propitation on his behalf. 


| 65. Handsome damsels then adored him 
| by covering him with a shower of fried 
| paddy, perfumes and garlands of flowers. 
| Vhereatter that brave warrior with folded 
| palms worshipped Yudkisthira's feet ; 

| 


66, \Vherenpon the latter smelt his head. 
ving undergone all these ceremonies he 
mounted his chariot. Thereafter those 
horses, cheerful, plump, of the fleetness of 
the wind, 


67. Invincible in battle, and of the Sindhi 
breed, were on the point of dragging that 
excellent chariot of Satyaki. Bhimasert 
also, similarly, honored by the very virtuous 
king Yudhisthira, 

68. Setout with Satyaki, after having 
duly saluted the king (Yudhisthira). Be- 
holding these two scorchers of foes cast thiir 
glances on your army, 


69. All your warriors ranged against 
them with Drona at their head, stood still, 





Se eee 
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and motionless. Then beholding Bhima 
accoutered in mail follow him from behind, 
70. The heroic Satyaki saluting him 
said these deiightful words. Then Satya- 
ki with his person filled with delight, spoke 
these very words addressing Bhima :— 


even this is your duty. 1 wil! proceed alone 


| 
| 


penetrating through this host whose hour | 


has come ; 


72. At present and in all future periods, 
it should be your first duty to protect the 
king. You know my prowess and I all know 
yours, O Subduer of foes, 


73: ‘Vherefore, O Bhima, turn back, if | 
you, desire to do my good.” Thus spoken to | 


Bhima replied to Satyaki saying : “Go you 
then and be victorious and successful ! 


74- O foremost of men, I will protect the | 


king {to the best of my prowes.” Being 


thus adddressed he of Madhu's race, re- | 


plied to Bhimasena saying : 


75- “Turn back, turn back, O son of 
Pritha; my victory to-day is certain in as 
much as you, won over by my merits, are 
now intent to carry out my wishes. 


76. These auspicious cmens also indi- 
cate my victory. When the sinful ruler of 
the Sindhus will be slain by the high-souled 
son of Pandu (Arjuna) 


77. Ishall embrace the illustricus king 
vis Yudhisthira.” Having thus spoken to 
Bhima, the high-famed Satyaki left him. 


78. He then cast his eyes on your troops 
like a tiger lookiny at herds of deer. O ruler 
of men, beholding him look at yonr army, 


79. Your soldiers became once more 
confounded and they began to tremble. 
Thereafter Satyaki suddenly assailed your 
troops, desirous of meeting Arjuna, com- 


manded by the virtuous king Yudhisthira ; 


to do so. 


Thus ends the one-hundred and twelth 
chapter, the penetration of Satynki into the 


Kourava troops, in the Fayadratha-badha, 
of thé Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXIII 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 


I. O monarch, when desirous of battle, 
Yuyudhana had proceeded against your 
army, king Yudhisthira the virtuous, Sup- 
ported by his troops, 


I 





: of our army. 


2. Followed Yuyudhana from behind, 
with a view to reach the chariot of Drona, 
Thereatier, the son of the king of the 
Panchalas, that invincible warrior, 

3. And king Vasudeva began ta shout 
loudly amidst the Pandava troops. ‘Come, 


E į strike, rush upon the foe quickly, 
71. “O Bhima, do yen protect the king, | 


4. So that the invincible Satyaki may 
proceed easily. Many mighty car-warric:3 
will strive hard for vanquishing him,’ 


5. Thus speaking, the mighty car- 
warriors of the Pandavas impctuously 
dashed against us. Indeed they then fell 
upon us exlaiming 'we will conquer those 
who will, rush against ourscives.’ 


6. Then a mighty uproar was heard 
near the car of Yuyudhana. Your son’s 
troops, then covered with the shafts of 
Satyaki, began to run away from the field 
of battle. 


7. O mighty monarch, your troops were 
then broken to hundred straggling bodies 
by that hero ofthe Satwata race. While 
that army was thus confused, that mighty 
car-warrior, the grandson of Sini, 


8—9. Crushed down seven fierce bowmen 
all endued with heroism in the vanguard 
) He also, O monarch, des- 
patched, with his arrows resembling the 
tongues of fire, to the abode of death, many 
heroic rulers of diverse realms. Some times 
he pierced hundred warriors with a single 


shait and sometimes a single warrior with 
a hundred shafts, 


10. Elephant-riders and elephants, horse- 
men and horses, and car-warriors and their 
steeds and charioteers, Satyaki slew like 
Rudra slaying the beasts. 

11. None of your troops then ventured 
to encounter Satyaki who was achieving 
many feats with extreme lightness and 
showering torrents of arrows. 


12. They were then seized with panic 
being crushed and mangled by that long- 
armed hero; and beholding that proud 


hero, they then began to run quickly away 
from the ficld of battle. i 


13. Although Satyaki was alone yet, your 
troop thought him to be mult piied into manya 
icy were then confounded by his energy. 
Then with shattered chariots and crushed 
car-niches, 

14. With Anzkarshas, bannerets, gold- 


en helmets, broken wheels, torn umbrellas, . 
and fallen standards, 


1s—16. And O ruler of men, with arms 
decked with sandal-paste, adorned with 
Angadas, with human thighs, resembling: 
rtunks of elephants or the plump bodies’ 





DRONA 


of snakes, the eatth became literally covered 
over. With faces resembling the moon and 
with heads graced with beautiful ear-rings 


17. Of warriors possessed of expansive 
eyes, the earth appeared exceedingly charm- 
ing. With the mountain-like bodies of 
huge elephants cut to pieces and fallen on 


‘the field, 


18—19. The earth appeared beautiful 
as if strewn over with hillocks. Crushed by 
that hero of long arms, horses, deprived of 
life and prostrate on the field of battle, ap- 
peared charming with their traces of bur- 
nished gold decked with strings of pearls 
and with their breastplates of excellent 
make. 

20. Ther he of the Satwata race pene- 
trated into the ranks of your army slaying 
troops of diverse kinds and crushing your 
army completely. 

21. Then Satyaki desired to go by the 
very track by which Dhananjaya had gone 
But he was there opposed by Drona. 

22. Then the war-like Satyaki, inflam- 
ed ashe was with rage, did not recede 
getting Drona as an opponent, even as the 
waters of the ocean does not recede en- 
countering an embankment. 

23. Resisting that mighty car-warrior 
Yuyudhana in battle, Drona pierced him 
with five sharp arrows all capabic of pene- 
trating to the very vitals. 

24. Thereupon, O king, Satyaki in that 
battle, pierced Drona with seven arrows 
whetted on stone and furnished with golden 
wings as wellas with wings made of the 
feathers of the Kanka and the peacock. 

25. Drona in return, with six arrows, 
afflicted him and his steeds and_charioteer. 
Then that mighty car-warrior Yuyudhana 
could not brook that act of Drona. 


26. Uttering his war-cry aloud, Satyaki 
then pierced Drona at first with ten, then 
with six and again with eight arrrows. 


27. Once more Yuyndhana pierced 
Drona with ten shafts, his charioteer with 
one, his four steeds with four other arrows. 


28—29. © sire in that batte, he pierced 
Drona’s standard with another arrow. 
Thereupon Drona quickly discharging his 
swift-flying arrows that resembled flights 
of locusts, covered Satyaki together with 
his steeds, charioteer, chariot and standard. 
So also Yuyudhana with countless swift- 
coursing shafts, 

_ Covered Drona fearlessly ; then 
Dina addressing him said : “Your pre- 
ceptor has gone before, shunning me in 
battle asa veritable coward. 


23 





PARVA. ay 


_ 31. He avoided me though I was fight- 
ing, and proceeded keeping me in his right. 
You shall not, escape me to-day with life, 
provided you also do not shun me fighting, 
like your cowardly preceptor. 


Satyaki said :— 

32. Atthe command of the very virtu- 

ous king Yudhisthira, I am proceeding in 
the track of Dhananjaya. Good betide 
you, O Brahman. Let me lose no time. 
_ 33. The path which the preceptor follows 
is that which the pupil should follow. There- 
fore, I shall quickly follow that which my 
preceptor has followed. 


Sanjaya said :— 

34. Having thus spoken, that grandson 
of Sini, dashed forward avdiding the pre~ 
ceptor ; and O king, then addressing his 
charioteer he said i— 

35. “Drona will put forth every effort to 
check me in battle. So proceed very care~ 
fully. Hear also these words of mine of 
grave import. 

36. Yonder is seen the highly resplen- 
dent division of the Avantis. Next to 
them is the mighty host composed of the 
warriors from the south. 

37. Beyond this latter array is the divi- 
sion of the Valhikas, beyond which again 
stands the division of Karna, firmly resolved 
to fight. 

38. Ovcharioteer, though these divisions 
are distinct from one another, yet depend- 
ing on one another, they are supporting 
one another. 

g. Penetrating into these divisions, de 
vou cheerfully urge the steeds. on. 
charioteer, carry mein a medium speed to 
the spot 

40. Where the Valhikas are seen sta- 
tioned with weapons uplifted, where stand 
the numerous Southerners headed by Suta’s 
son Karna; 

41. And where stands that division 
teeming with elephants horses and cars and 
foot-soldiers recruited from various realms.”’ 

42. Having thus spoken, and avoiding 
the Brahmana, he advanced addressing his 
charioteer thus, ‘Pass through the breach 
between those two divisions towards the 
mighty and fierce host of Karna,’ 

43. Thereupon, inflamed with rage, 
Drona began to pursue the illustrious Yu- 
yudkana who was proceeding steadily, dis- 
charging numerous arrows. 

44. Then Satyaki afflicting Karna’s 
mighty host with his sharp arrows, plunged 
into the infinite host of the Bharatas. 
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45. When Yuyudhana had thus entered 
into the ranks of your soldiers and when 
your soldiers were breaking away, Krita- 
varman inspired with rage opposed Sa- 
tyaki.. 

46. The highly-puissant Satyaki struck 
him as he was advancing with six arrows; 
and then with four other shafts, he slew the 
latter’s four steeds. 


47. Then again Satyaki pierced Krita- 
varman on the breast, with sixteen swift- 
flying arrows of depressed knots. 


48. O mighty monarch, thus pierced 
with numerous arrows of great fierceness 
by that Satwata hero, Kritavarman did not 
brook it. 


49. Placing a Vatsadantha, capable of 
flying straight and resembling-fire, O king, 
on the string ofris bow, Kritavarman drew 
it back to his very ears, and with that arrow 
then pierced Satyaki on the breast. 


50. That arrow furnished with beautiful 
feathery wings, penetrating through the 
armour and body of Satyaki, entered the 
earth, being steeped in blood. 


51. O monarch, then Kritavarman ac- 
quainted with many excellent weapons, cut 
off by means of his arrows, the bow of 
Satyaki having arrows fixed or its string. 


52. Thenagain inflamed with rage, he : 


pierced, O king, Satyaki of indomitable 
prowess on the chest, with ten shafts of great 
sharpness. 


53- Thereat that foremost of all crea- 
tures endued with prowess, vis. Satyaki, 
seeing his bow cut asunder, wounded the 


right arm of Kritavarman with an exeellent 
lance. 


54. Then taking up and stretching a 
bow of toughter make, Yuyudhana swiftly 


discharged at his enemy hundreds and ! 


thousands of shafts; 


And with that arrowy skower, he 
then completely covered Kritavarman and 
his chariot. ‘hus covering the son of Hri- 
dika, O monarch, Satyaki in that battle 


56. Cut off with a Valla the head of the 
charioteer of his opponent, from his trunk. 
Thus slain, the driver of Kritavarman fell 
down from his niche on the chariot. 


57. At this, the steeds of Kritavarman 
no longer guided by the driver's reins, ficw 
away with great speed, from the field of 
battle. Thereat, greatly annoyed, the ruler 
of the Bhojas, himseif checked his horses, 

58. Then that heroic warrior stood bow 
in hand, ready once more for fight, seeing 
which your warriors applauded him highly. 

Taking respite for a moment only, Krita- 
varman urged his steeds on, 





s9- Himself quite undainted, he struck 
terror into the hearts of his enemies, R 
this time however, Satyaki had proceeded 
leaving him behind; whereupon Kritavar. 
man fell upon Bhimasena. 


60. O mighty monarch, Yuyudhana also 
emerging out of the divisions. of the Bhojas, 
quickly proceeded against the strong host of 
the Kamvojas. 


61, There he was opposed by many heroic 
car-warriors ; in consequence whereof, Sa- 
tyaki of unbaffled prowess could not move 
even one step forward. 


62, Thereafter uniting his troops, and 
vesting the ruler of the Bhoja’s with their 
command, Drona with a firm resolve for 
fighting with Yuyudhana, rushed against 
him. 


63. Then beholding Drona follow. Yuyu- 
dhana from behind, the foremost warriors 
among the Kurus filled with delight began 
to impede his progress. 

64. Meanwhile the Panchalas command- 
ed by Bhimasena, encountering that fore- 
most of car-warriors vis. Hridika’s son, be- 
came greatly depressed at heart. 


65. O king, then putting forth his energy, 
the heroic Kritavarman resisted all his foes 
who though depressed at first were then 
exerting vigorously. 


66. With the shower of his arrows Kri- 
tavarman then checked the vehicles of his 
foes standing before him. The Pandava 
warriors though thus afflicted by the Bhoja 
king, yet stood like noble heroes, desir- 
ous of encountering the divisions of the 


Bhojas and of winning great renown in 
battle. 


Thus ends the one hundred and thirteenth 
chaptér, the penetration of the Kourava 


host by Satyaki, iz the Fayadratha-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 7 


CHAPTER CXIV, 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. Our army is possessed of many excel- 
lencics; and it is composed of various kinds 
of trovps; its efllciency is great. © San- 
jaya, it is disposed of in order in perfect ac- 
cordance to the rules of military science and 
it is strong in numbers. 


2. The warriors therein are ever well- 


treaced by us and they are attached to us 
veiy much. ‘Lhe army is not newly recruit- 
ed and its aspect is wonderful. Its efficiency 
has been tested previously. i 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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3. The warriors belonging to it are nei- 
ther very old, nor very young; they are 
neither lean nor very corpulent., They are 
of active habits, well-built, strong-bodied 


and free from any disease. 


| 
[i 
| 
| 
| 
4. They are clad in cuirasses, and well- | 
epuipped with offensive weapons. They are | 
accomplished in the use of various weapons, | 
and are well practised in the exercise of all | 
kinds of weapons. | 
j 


5. They are experts in mounting upon | 
and descending from vehicles, in mov- | 
ing forward and in falling back, in striking | 
down effectually and in advancing and re- 
treating. 

6. They have before been examined in 
the management of steeds, elephantis and | 
cars; and after due examination, they have 
been employed on pay, 


7. And not for the sake of family reia- 
tionship, nor from favour, nor from kinship. 
‘They have not come uncatled for, nor are 
they unpaid soldiers. 

8. They are high-born, respectable, 
ever-contented, well-fed, and submissive. 
They have been duly honoured and re- 
warded by ourselves. They are all endued 
with fame and intelligence. 


g. They again, O sire, are defended by 
our best worriors, and others of pious | 
practices, all of whom are foremost men 
and resemble the Lokapalas themscives. | 





10. Numercus kings solicitious of our 
welfare, who have, out of their own accord, : 
jeined us with all their forces and followers, 
also defend them. 


as. Truly our army is like the vast 
ocean swelling with the waters of various 
streams flowing into it from all sides. 
It teems with chariots and steeds, which | 
though devoid of wings are still capable 
of moving through the air like the winged 
rangers of the sky. 


32. My army abounds in elephants with | 
the temporal juice flowing down their 
checks. Then to what else, but Destiny, 
can the slaughter of such an army be attri- 
buted ? 


13. (Ocean-like as our army is), numer- | 
ous warriors constitute its waters ; and the | 
various vchicles constitute its dreadiul and 

surging waves. Innumerable maces, swor iS 
darts, shafts and javelins constitute the 


oars plied on it. 





i i ds and orna- 
14. Teeming with standar a 
rae the cambatants form the lotuses on b 
The swift-moving steeds and elephants a 
chargers constitute the tempest that lashes 


it into fury. 


oe eS 


i combatants have been admitted 
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1§. Drona forms its fathomless cave, Kri- 


i tavarman its minghty lake, and Jalasandha 


its dreadful alligator and Karna, the rising 
of the moon that makes it swell with pride 


; and energy. 


16. O Sanjaya, on a single car “that 
foremost of the Pandavas vis. Arjuna 
has gone piercing through my ocean-like 


host, and Yuyudhana also has followed 


him ; 


17. And O Sanjaya, when Savyasachin 
has thus penetrated into my host and also 
that excellent car-warrior Satyaki of the . 
Satwata race has done so, I do not think 
that any one of my troops will be able 
to escape with his life. 


18. Beholding those two heroes dash 
with speed through the vanguards of my 
troops and seeing the ruler of the Sindhus , 
come within range of arrows shot from the 
Gandiva bow, 


19. What course of action did the 
Kurus, goaded on to destruction by Fate. 


then adopt? What became of them at that 


hour when the battle raged with fury? 


zo. O son, I consider the assembled 
Kourava host already within the jaws of 
Death. heir prowess in battle is no. 
longer seen to be what it once was. 


21. Krishna and the son of Pandu have 
both entered into our troops, receiving not 
even the slightest wound. O Sanjaya, there 
is none also who can resist them. 


22. and 
into our 
army after due examination. They all 
have been gratified by us with due remua 


nerations and agreeable speeches. 


23. There is none among my troops wha 
has been mal-treated. Every one receives 
his pay and ration, accordIng to his abilities. 


24. 


Many mighty  car-warriors 


O Sanjaya, there is none who is not 


| a good warrior, none who receives renu- 
| meration less than what he deserves, or none 


who receives no pay. 

25. The soldiers are honoured by me 
to the best of my resources, with gifs, 
honors, and seats. My sons, relatives, 
and my kinsmen, O son, all treat them in 
the same respectful manner as I do. 


26. Even such troops, encountering 
Savayasachin in battle, are being; van- 
quished by him; they are also being 
crushed by the grand son of Sini; what 
can it be but Destiny ? 


27. Those who are protecting and those 
who are protected, are following the same 
road, the defender and the defended ! 


28, Beholding Arjuna stand before the 
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ruler of the Sindhus in hostile attiude, what 
measure did my highly foolish son adopt? 


29. Beholding also Satyaki dash thorugh 
his troops like one fearless, what measures 
also did Duryodhana consider to be suitable 
to the situation ? 


30. Beholding those two foremost of 
car-warriors, both beyond the reach of all 
weapons, thus penetrate into my host, what 
resolution did my troops then form? 


41. Meseems, beholding Krishna of the 
Dasarha race and that foremost of the 
Sinis, both exerting for the sake of Arjuna, 
my sons are giving way to grief, 

42. Beholding him of the Satwata race 
and Arjuna pass through my divisions, and 
Beholding the Kurus fly in all directions, 
meseems, my sons are giving way to grief. 


33- Meseems, my sons are giving way 
to grief, beholding the car-warriors routed 
and hopeless, of conquering their foes, and 
exert themselves in flying away. 


34. Meseems my sons are giving way 
to grief, keholding the terraces of cars made 
empty by Satwata and Arjuna, and also 
beholding the warriors slain (by thousands). 


_ 35. Meseems my sons are lamenting be- 
holding the steeds, the chariots, the ele- 
phants, and thousands of heroic soldiers 
flying away in haste from the field of battle. 


36. Meseems my sons are lamenting, be- 
holding the huge elephants of my army fly 
away smitten by the arrows of Arjuna, and 
also beholding them fallen and falling. 


37. Meseems my sons are lamenting 
seeing steeds deprived of riders and war» 
riors deprived of chariots, by Arjnna and 
Satyaki. 


' 38. Mescems my sons are lamenting 
seeing large bodies of steeds slain and 
routed in all directions in battle, by the son 
of Pritha and the descendant of Madhu's 
race. 

39. Meseems my sons are lamenting, 
hopeless of their victory, by seeing the 
divisions of infantry fly with haste in all 
direction. 


40. Meseems my sons are lamenting 
Beholding those two invincible heroes pass 
in a moment through the division of Drona. 


- 41. G son,1 am indeed overwhelmed 
with a stupor upon hearing that Krishna 
and Arjuna of unfading glory together 
with Satyaki of the Satwata race, have en- 
tered into my divisions. 

_ 42. When that foremost of car-warriors 
among the Sinis had plunged into my host 
and when he had passed through the Bhoja 
divi sion, what, O Sanjaya, did the Kurus 
do? 


43. O Sanjaya, relate to me also, how 
the battle raged there where Drona began 
to crush the Pandava host in battle 


44. Drona was a warrior of superior skill ; 
he was endued with strength, accomplished 
in the use of weapons and indomitable in 
battle. How was it then possible for the 
Panchalas to pierce that hero in battle ? 


45. Solicitious of Dhananjaya’s victory, 
the Panchalas were Drona’s implacable foes, 
so also that mighty car-warrior the son 
of Bharadwaja was an inveterate enemy of 
theirs, 


46. O Sanjaya, skilful as you are in 
narration, tell me all that tn detail which 
Arjuna did for bringing about the slaughter 
of the Sindhu king. 


Sanjaya said :— 

47. O foremost of the Bharatas, it be- 
hoves you not to lament like an ordinary 
person, when you are overtaken, O hero, by 
a calamity which owes its origin to your own 
misconduct. 


48. Formerly, many of your well-wishers 
including the wise Vidura, advised you 
saying, ‘O king do not forsake the sons 
of Pandu’; but to those advices you paid 
no heed. 


49. Hethat sets at nought the advices 
of well-wishing friends, weeps like yourself 
when acalamity overtakes him. 


50. O king, the descendant of the Da- 
sarha nace entreated you for the conclusion 


of peace. But the highly-renowned Krishna 


then did not obtain that boon at your 
hands. 


51. Knowing your worthlessness, your 
partiality for your sons, your duplicity in 
in virtue, your animosity against the sons of 
Pandu, and 5 


52. Ascertaining your crooked intention 
against them, and listening to many of your 


incoherent and delerious bewailings, O° 


foremost of kings, 


§3. That puissant lord of all the worlds, 
that one conversant with the truth of every 
thing in the worlds, namely, the son ol 
Vasudeva, caused the drums of war to be 
sounded among the Kurus, 


54. This awful destruction has overtaken 
you through your own faults; O giver o 

onor, it behoves you not to {lay all blames 
on the shoulders of Duryodhana. 


55: As these incidents developed them- 
selves, no good action was performed by 
you either in the beginning, in the middle, 
or in the end, O Bharata. The defeat that 


can be anticipated now, is entirely owing. 


to your fault, 
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86. Therefore, knowing as you do, the 
fate of this world, quietly and attentively 
hear how the battle that resembled that 
between the gods and the Asuras, took 
place. 


57- When Sini’s grandson of invincible 
prowers had entered into your troops, the 
troops of the Parthas headed by Bhimasena, 
fell upon your troops. 


58. Then the mighty car-warrior Kri- 
tavarman, single-handed, received in that 
battle, the enraged Pandava troops who 
had been rushing to.the battle with their 
followers. 


59. Just as the banks resist the surging 
waves of the sea, so did the son of Hridika 
resist the Pandava troops in battle. 


60. Then we beheld the wonderful pro- 
wess of Hridika’s son inasmuch as the 
united divisions of the Parthas were unable 
to bear him down in battle. 


61. Thereupon the mighty-armed Bhima 
piercing Kritavarman with three swift- 
coursing arrows, blew his conch-shelil, im- 
parting thereby delight unto the Pandava 
troops. 

62. Then Sahadeva pierced Hridika’s 
son with twenty, Yudhisthira the virtuous 
with five, and Nakula with a hundred 
shafts. 

63. Thesons of Draupadi pierced him 
“ith three and seventy, Ghatotkacha with 
seven, and Dhristadyumna pierced Krita- 
varman with three arrows. 

64. Virata, Drupada, and Yajnaseni į 
each pierced him with five shafts, Sikhandin 
also pierced Hridika’s son with five swift 
flying arrows. 

65—66. He 


pierced him wi 





then once more smilingly 
th twenty: shafts. There- 
upon, O king, Kritavarman piercing each 
ot these mighty car-warriors separately 
with five shafts, pierced Bhima with another 
seven shafts. Then he felled from the 
latter's car bis standard and cut off his 
bow. 

67. Then that mighty car-wardor mak- 
ing haste and burning with rage, pierced 
Bhima whose bow had been severed, on the 
breast, with seventy sharp arrows. 


68. That hero (Bhima) endued with prow- 
ess, thus deeply pierced by the excellent 
shafts of Hridika’s son, began to tremble in 
the terrace of his car, like a mountain 
shaking during an earthquake. 


‘69. Beholding Bh 
dangerous situation, ig, th 
warriors headed by Yudhisthira, began to i 


afflict Kritavarman by shooting ao 
‘arrows. 


ima thus involved in a 
O king, the Pandava 
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70. Then impaling Kritavarman within 
a circle of chariots, the Pandava warriors, 
O sire, filled with delight, began to wound 
him with their arrows, out of a desire for 
rescuing the son of Maruta. 


71. ‘Thereafter the highly puissant 
Bhimasena regaining his senses, grasped, 
in that battle, a dreadful lance of golden 
staff and iron head. 


72. Then he hurled from his own cat 
that lance at the car of Kritavarman, with 
great force. That lance hurled by the arm 
of Bhima and resembling a snake that had 
recently cast off its slough, 


73.. Began to buen dreadfully as it 
coursed towards Kritavarman. Then as 
that lance, effulgent like the fiire that ap- 
pears at the end ofa Yuga, was coursing 
swiftly towards, 


74. The son of Hridika, he cut it in twain 
with a couple of arrows. That dart decked 
with golden ornaments, thus severed, fell 
down on the earth, 


75. And, O king, it there began to 
illumine the points of the compass like a 
mighty meteor dropping from the heavens. 
Thereat Bhima beholding his lance baffled, 
became excited to the highest pitch of fury. 


76. Thereafter, taking up another bow 
of great .toughness and emitting loud 
twang, the enraged Bhimasena in that 
baitle began to resist the son of Hridika. 


77. Then, O king, Bhima of awful pro- 
wess, pierced Kritavarman, on the centre 
of his breast, with five arrows. All this is 
the result of your wicked policy. 


78. Then, O sire, the ruler of the Bhojas 
wounded on all parts of his body, ap- 
peared on the field of battle like a red 
Asoka tree covered with blossoms. 


79. Thereafter Kritavarman inflamed 
with rage, smilingly striking Bhimasena 
with three arrows, began, in return, to pierce 
the other warriors (with his arrows). 


80. That mighty bowman then pierced. 
those car-warriors exerting] their best in’ 
battle, each with three shafts. They then 
also pierced him in return, each with seven 
shafts. 


81. Then that mighty car-warrior of the 
Satwata race, inflamed with rage, smilingly . 
cut off the bow of Sikhandin with a razor- 
headed arrow. 


82. Thereupon on the severance of his 
bow, Sikhandin burning with rage and 
hastening as much as possible, took up a 
sword and a buckler decked with hundreds 
of moons. 
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$3. Whirling that mighty sword decked 
with gold, Sikhandin hurled it at the chariot 
of Kritavarman. 


84. O king, then that mighty sword, 
cutting off his bow with arrows placed on 
its string, dropped, O king, on the gronnd 
like a luminous body failing down from the 
skies. 


85. Meanwhile many mighty car-war- 
riors, making haste began to pierce Krita- 
varman deeply and quickly with their ar- 
rows. 


86. Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
taking up a fresh bow, and leaving the one 
‘cut off, that slayer of hostile heroes, namely 
Hridika’s son, 


87. Pierced the Pandavas in battle, 
each with three straight-flying arrows. He 
then pierced Sikhandin at first with three 
and then with five arrows. 


88. Then the highly renowned Sikhan- 
din also, taking up another bow, covered 
the son of Hridika with swift-flying arrows 
furnished with heads resembling the month 
of tortoises. 


89. Then, O king, theson of Hridika, 
excited with wrath, in that battle, quickly 
rushed upon that mighty car-warrior that 
son of Yajnasena, 


go. Who had been, O king, the cause of 
death of the illustrious Bhisma. Then the 
heroic Kritavarman displaying his pro- 
wess fell upon Sikhandin like a tiger falling 
upon an elephant. 


91. Then those to subduers of foes, 
resembling two elephants guarding the 
points of the compass and looking like two 
blazing fires, attacked each other with their 
Showers of arrows. 


92. They stretched their two excellent 
bows, and placed many arrows on their 
bow-strings. Like two suns shooting nu- 
merous rays, they also shot myriad arrows. 


93. . Those two mighty car-worriors afflic- 
ting one another with their sharp-arrows, 

: appeared beautiful like two suns that rise at 
the end of a Yuga. 


94. in that battle then, Kritavarman 
pierced that mighty car-warrior the son of 
Yajanasena at first with seventy three, and 
then again with seven arrows. 


95. Thus deeply pierced and extremely 
pained, the latter squatted down on the 
terrace of his car; aud he lost hold of his 
arrows and bow and was overwhelmed with 
a swoon. 


96. Then your troops, O foremost of men, 
beholding Sikhandin cheerless in battle, 
began to applaud Hridika’s son, and they 
waived their garments in the air, 
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97. Then knowing Sikhandin to be a Mics 
ted sore with the arrows of the son of Hridi- 
ka, his driver, in all haste, carried that 
mighty ¢ar-warrior away from the field of 
battle. 


98. Beholding Sikhandin overthrown on 
the terrace of his car, the Parthas in that 
battle quickly surrounded Kritavarman 
with their chariots. 


Then the mighty car-warrior Kr. 
tavarman filled his enemies with wonder, in 
asmuch as the alone succeeded in resisting 
the sons of Pritha and their followers in 
battle. 


too. Conquering the Parthas, the mighty 
car-warrior {Kritavarman vanquished the 
Chedis, the Panchalas, the Srinjayas and 
the valourous Kekayas. 


1o1. Thus slaughtered by Hridika’s son 
in battle, the Pandavas began to run hither 
and thither, and they could not then fight 
steadily, 


102. Conquering the son of Pandu 
viz. Bhimasena in battle, Hridika’s son 
then remained on the field, like a blazing 
fire free from even a single curl of smoke. 


(03. Those mighty car-warriors routed 
by tne son of Hridika, were compelled to 
turn their faces leack, afflicted as they were 
with incessant showers of arrows. 


Thus ends the one hundred and four- 
teenth chapter, the display of the prowess 
of Kritavarman, in the Fayadratha-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXV. 
GAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continned, 

Sanjaya said :— 


1. Hear, O king, with undivided atten- 
tion, the reply to the questions you have 
asked me, When the Pandava troops had 


been routed by the illustrious son of 
Hridika, - 
2. When the Parthas had been shame- 


fully humiliated, and when your troops were 
filled with delight, it was Satyaki that be- 
came the protector of the Pandavas solici- 
tous of protection, for their king was then, 
in the fathomless depth of distress. 


3. That hero wis. ‘the grandson of Sing, 
hearing that fierce uproar of your army 
in that dreadful battle, quickly, O mon- 
arch, turned back and advanced against 
Kritavaman, 
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4. Fhen Hridilea’s son Kritavarman in- 
flamed with wrath, covered the grandson of 
Sini with clouds of whetted arrows. There- 
upon Satyki also became excited with 
rage. 


5. Thereafter the grandson of Sini quick- 
ly sped at Kritavarman a whetted valla and 
four other shafts ia that battle. 


6. These arrows slew the-steeds of Kri- 
tavarman and his bow was eut off by the 
valla. Thereafter ‘Satyaki pierced his cha- 
rioteer and the supporter of his rear, with 
numerous sharp arrows. 


Thereafter depriving Kritavarman of 
the use of his chariot, Satyaki of prowess in- 


capble of being baflled, began to affiict his | 


divisions with arrows of depressed knots. 


8. Affficted with the arrows shot by the 
gandson of Sini, the army then began to 
break away. Then Satyaki of unbaffted 
prowess proceeded with great velocity. 


g. Hear, O king, what feats were ac- 
hieved by that hero endued with great pro- 
wess, at the cost of your troops. O mighty 


monarch, passing through the ocean-like | 


host of Drona, 
10o. And vanquishing Kritayarman in 


battle, that hero Satyaki filled with joy, | 


addressed his charioteer saying ‘Proceed 
slowly without fear.’” 


11. Then beholding that army of yours 
teeming with car-warriors, horses, ele- 
phants, and foot-soldiers, he again address- 
ed his charioteer saying :— 


12. ‘Yonder is the mighty division of ele- 
phants which you see on the left of Drona's 
host and which appears like a dark mass 
of clouds, and which is headed by Rukma- 
ratha ; 

13. O charioteer, they number many 
and are irrestible in battle. They have 
been deputed by Duryodhana to oppose me 
and are ready to cast off their lives any mo- 
ment, 

14. They are mounted by princely com- 
batants who are all great bowmen, and ca- 
pable of displaying great prowees in battle. 
Born in the Trigartta country, they are all 
illustrious car-warriors owning golden stan- 
dards. 

15, Those brave combatants with their 
faces turned towards me, are waiting for me 
desirous of battling with me. O charioteer 
drive the horses, quickly take me to that 
spot. 

16, Bofore the very eyes of the son of 
Bharadwaja, I shall fight with the Trigart- 

tas.” Then that charioteer obedient to the 
behests of that hero of the Satwata race, 
‘began to proceed as directed, 
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17. The exceHent steeds obedient to the 
reins of the charioteer, then bore Satyaki to 


į the battle, on an effulpent chariot decked 





vin standards and looking like the solar 
isc. 

18. Tie steeds yoked to Satyaki’s car 
resembled the wind in fleetness and were of 
the effulgence of silver, or the moon or the 
lotus. Then as Satyaki advanced in battle 
being borne by excellent steeds of the hue of 
conch-shells, 


19. The brave Kouvava warriors sur- 
rounded him with their elephant division, 
shooting sharp arrows of various kinds, 
all capable of penetrating through every 
thing. 

20. Satyaki of the Satwata race then 
fought on with that elephant division, dis- 
charging many whetted shafts; and he 
covered rt with his arrows like clouds at the 
end of summer covering the mountain-breast 
with torrents of rain. 


21. Wounded with arrows resembling in 
toucn the thunderbolt of Indra shot by 
the heroic grandson of Sini, those elephants 
began to fly away leaving the field of 
battle, 


22. With their tusks broken, bodies 
drenched with blood, heads and frontal 
globes rent open, and ears, faces and trunks 
cut off, and themselves deprived of their 
drivers and standards, z 

23. With their skin lacerated, their bells 
broken and their mighty standards cut off 
and blankets thrown off, those elephants, O 
king, having none to ride them, began to fly 
away in all directions. 


24. They uttered various yells and roars 
that resembled the rumble of rain clouds. 
With Narachas, with Vatsadants, with 
Vallas, with Anja-likas, 

25. With Kskurapras and cresscnt- 
shaped arrows, they were then ript open by 
that hero of the Satwata race. Discharging 
urine and excreta, and shedding blood copi- 
ously, they then began to fly away. 

26. Some then began to roll about, some 
limped, some fell down and some became 


| pale and cheerless. Thus that elephant 


division affiicted by Yuyudhana 


27. With his arrows that resembled the 
sun orthe fire, began to fly away inall 
directions. When that elephant division 
was being thus slaughtered, the highly 
powerful Jalasandha, 


28. With great force goaded the ele- 
phant he rode to words the car of Yuyudhana 
yoked with steeds of argentine hue. That 
nero then covered in a golden coat of mail, 
adorned with golden Angadas, and; pu~ 
rified, 
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ag. And graced with Kundalas and a dia- 
dem, and armed with a sword and anointed 
with red sandal paste, and wearing round 
his head an effulgent garland of gold; 


go, And bearing on his breast a Niska 
hanging by a lustrous chain round the neck, 
and stretching his golden bow sitting on the 
back the elephants, 


31. Appeared as beautiful, O mighty, 
mohatch, as a mass of clouds surcharged 
with lightning. Then that elephant of the 
Magadha king, that was advancing with 
fury, 

42. Satyaki checked like the continent 
resisting the surging waves of the sea. 
Then beholding the career of his elephant 
checked by the excellent arrows shot by 
Sini’s grandson, 

33—34. The highly puissant Jalasandha, 
O king, became greatly enraged. Then O 
mighty monarch excited with rage, Jala- 
son of pierced wi: tough arrows the grand- 
sandha Sini on his broad breast. Thereafter 
with a valla, well whetted and tempered, 


35—36. He cut off the bow of that Vrishni 
hero (Satyaki). _ Then O Bharata, the heroic 
ruler of the Magadhas pierced with five 
sharp arrows, Satyaki whose bow had been 
burst open. Then that highly powerful 
Satyaki being thus pierced with numerous 
arrows by Jalasandha, 


37. Did not tremble inthe least; that 
indeed appeared wonderful. Then that 
Powel hero thought fearlessly of the shafts 

e should use. 


38. Then takiug up another bow he said 
—wait wait. Having spoken these two 
words only, the grandson of Sini pierced 
Jalasandha on his broad chest, 


_ 39-40. Witha group of sixty arrows, smil- 
ing all the while. Then with a razor-headed 
arrow of great sharpness, he cut off the 
mignty bow of Jalasandha and then pierced 
him with ‘three shafts, thereat Jalasandha 
casting off that severed bow and the arrows 
fixed on its string, 


41. Quickly hurled a Tomara at Satyaki 
O sire. That Tomora piercing through the 
left arm of the illustrious Madhava in that 
battle, 


42. Entered the earth, like a mighty and 
dreadful snake breathing fiercely. When 
his left arm had been thus pierced Sa- 
tyaki of prowess incapable of being baffled, 


43. Wounded Jalasandha with thirty 
extreinel sharp arrows. Thereupon the 
mighty Jalasandha grasped a sword, 


44. Anda shield made of bull’s hide and 
decked with a hundred moons, ' Then 





whirling that sword in the air, he let it go 
towards the grandson of Sini. 


48. Cutting off the bow of Sini’s grande, 


son, that sword then fell on the ground j 
and lying on the surface of the earth, it 
then appeared beautiful like a circle of 
fire. ; 


46. Then taking up another bow capable 


of piercing all kinds of things, large as a, 


Sala offshoot, and emitting twang reseta 
bling the rumble of Indra’s thunder, 


‘47—48. Satyaki inflamed with rage, 
began to stretch it; and then he pierced Jala- 
sandha with the shafts shot from that bow. 
Then Satyaki that illustrious descendant of 
Madhu’s race smilingly cut off the two atms 
of Jalasandha, decked with various orna- 
ments, Then those arms resembling two 
bludgeons were seen to fall down from the 
back of the elephant, 


49—s0. Like a couple of five-hooded 
snakes dropping down from a mountain. 
Then with another razor-headed arrow 
Satyaki lopped off his adversary head graced 
with beautiful teeth and with a pair of 
charming ear-rings. The headless and arm- 
less trunk of dreadful aspect, 


51. Then drenched Jalasandha’s ele- 
phant with blood. Having slain Jala- 
sandha in battle, he of the Satwata race 
speedily 2 

52. Brought down the wooden structure 
from the back of that elephant. O king, 
steeped in blood, that elephant of Jala- 
sandha, 


53. Bore that precious seat hanging down 
from its back. Afflicted with the shafts of 
the Satwata hero, the huge animal crushed 
the ranks of its own party, 


54. As it careered wildly uttering fierce 
yells of agony. Then, O sire, loud 
lamentations arose in the ranks of your 
soldiers, 


55. At the sight of Jalasandha slain by 
that foremost of the Vrishnis. Your troops 
then turning away their faces began to fly 
away in all directions. 


56. But hopeless of obtaining victory 
over the foe they immediately after resolved 
to fight to the bitter end. Meanwhile, Drona 
that foremost of all wielders of bow, 


57- Approached the mighty car-warrior 
Yuyudhana, born by his flect steeds. Many 
best warriors of the Kuru host, then behold- 
ing the grandson of Sini inspired (with 
pride and fury), 


58. Rushed at him in rage, accompanied 
by Drona himself. Then, O king, there 
ensued a fight between the Kurus headed 
by Drona on one side and Yuyudhana ós 
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he other, hal resembled the dreadful battle 

that was fought in days gone by, bet 

the Gods and the Aou as, 5 i cade 
Thus ends the one hundred and fifteenth 

chapter, the slaughter of  Falasandha, 

in the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 

Parva. 


GHAR To Re Gexevate 


(JAYADRATHA-BADH PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then, O mighty monarch, all those 
warriors accomplished in smiting down the 
foe and united together, began to fight with 
Yuyudhana quickly discharging numerous 
arrows. 

2. Then Drona pierced Satyaki with 
seven and seventy shafts of great sharpness; 
Durmursana pierced him with twelve, and 
Dussaha with ten shafts. 

Vikarna pierced Satyaki with thirty 
whetted shafts furnished with wings of 
Kanka feather, on his left side and on the 
centre of his chest. 

4. O sire, Durmukha then pierced Sini’s 
grandson with ten shafts, Dussasana pierced 
him with eight and Chitrasena with a couple 
of arrows. 

5. Then with a mighty shower of arrows 
Duryodhana, O king, afflicted that mighty 
car-warrior the descendant of Madhu’s race. 
O king, other heroic warriors followed his 


“example. 


6. Thus opposed on all sides by your 
sons, all mighty car-warriors, he of the 
Vrishni race began to pierce them all in 
return with distinct groups of straight-going 
shafts. 


7. Satyaki pierced the son of Bharad-. 


waja with three arrows, Dussaha with nine, 
Vikatna with twenty-five, Chitrasena with 
seven, 

8. Durmarsena with twelve, 
with eight, Satyavrata with nine, 
jaya with ten shafts. 

g. Then that mighty car-watrior Sa- 
tyaki, having pierced Rukmangada, stretch- 
ing his bow puickly assailed your son Dur- 
yodhana who also was 2 mighty car-war- 
rior. . 

to. Then with his arrows Satyaki deep- 
ly pierced the king of all creatures who is 
regarded as the best car-warrior 1n al 
the worlds. Thereupon a battle commence 
between them. 


Vivinsati 
and Vi- 


24 








It, Then those two mighty car-warriora 
discharging sharp arrows and placit,, other 
arrows on the bow-string, rendered each 
other invisible in battle. 

12. Satyaki then pierced sore by the king 
of the Kurus, appeared highly beautiful. 
He shed blood copiously like a sandal tree 
discharging its sap. 

13. Pierced with myriads of shafts by 


| him of the Satwata race, your son ap- 
peared beautiful like a golden stake set up 


at a sacrifice. 
14. Thereafter, O king, that descendant 


| of Madhu’s race, with a razor-headed 


shaft, cut off in battle the bow of the Kuru 
king that best weilder of the bow, smiling 
all the while. 


15. Then he pierced the king whose bow 
had been severed, with numerous shafts. 
‘Thereat mangled with the arrows of his 
light-handed enemy, 


16. In that battle, he could not bear this 
sign of the success of his enemy. Then 
taking up another bow of great toughness 
and golden staff, 

17. He pierced Satyaki quickly with a 
group of hundred arrows. Pierced deeply 
by that great bowman endued with might, 
vis your son, Satyaki, 

18. Under the influence of wrain began 
to afflict your son severely. Beholding the 
king thus afflicted, your other sons all 
mighty car-warriors, 

19. Covered Satyaki with a shower of 
mighty arrows. Thus covered by your 
sons, all mighty car-warriors, 

20. Satyaki piercing each with five 
arrows, again pierced each with seven 
shafts. He then quickly pierced Duryo- 
dhana with eight swift-coursing arrows. 

21. Then smiling he cut off Duryodhana’s 
bow that used to inspire terror into the 
hearts of the enemy. Then with his arrows, 
he cut down the latter's standard and the 
elephant of pearls embossed thereon. 

22. Then slaying with four sharp arrows 
the four horses of Duryodhana, that _illus- 
trious warrior felled the charioteer of the 
latter with a razor-headed arrow. 

23. Alter this, filled with delight he 
began to cover the king of the Kurus, that 
mighty car-warrior, with numerous arrows, 
all capable of penetrating to the very vitals. 

24. Thus pierced by the excellent shafts 
of the grandson of Sint, O king, your son 
Duryodhana suddenly fled away from the 
field of battle. 


a5. He then ascended the car of Chitra- 
sena that great bowman, Then cries of 
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Alas and Oh were uttered by your troops 
as they beheld the king in that battle, 


26. Devoured by Satyaki, like Soma 
in the skies devoured by Ralu. ‘Then hear- 
ing that woeful exclamation, the mighty 
car-Warrior {Kritavarman, 


_ 27, Quickly proceeded to the spot where 
that mighty-descendant of Madhus’s race, 
was fighting. He came stretching his bow 
and urging his steeds, 

28. And encouraging his charioteer with 
the words ‘ Proceed in haste, Proceed in 


haste’. Beholding him come like the Des- | 


troyer himself with mouth wide open, 


29. O mighty monarch, Yuyudana ad- 
dressed his charioteer saying :—''Yonder 
is the heroic [tritavarman rushing at me 
on his chariot. 


30. Encounter this foremost of all wielder 
of bow and drive your car, before him.” 
‘Then urging to the top of their speed those 
horses duly equipped,- 


31. The charioteer drove the car towards 
the king of the Bhojas held in high honor 
by all bowmen. Then highly excited and 
looking like two blazing fires, 


32. Those two foremost of men encount- 
ered one another like two tigers endued 
with great agility. Then Kritavarman 
wounded the grandson of Sini with twenty- 
six 

33—34. Sharp arrows all well-whetted ; 
and his charioteer with five shafts. With four 
excellent shafts he pierced the four steeds of 
the Satwata hero,—steeds whose teeth were 
graceful and that were of the Sindhu 
breed. Then stretching his mighty-bow 


of golden back, that one of golden stand- 
ards, 


35—36. Decked with golden Andagas and 
clad in a golden mail, covered Satyaki with 
arrows of golden wings. ‘hereafter the 
grandson of Sini quickly sped numerous 
shafts at Kritavarman, as he was longing 
to have a sight of Dhananjaya. Pierced 


deeply by his powerful adversary, that 
scorcher of foes, 


37—38. Bagan to tremble like a moun- 
tain during an earth-quake. Then Satyaki 
of prowess incapable of being baffled 

uickly pierced his four steeds with sixty- 
three and his charioteer with seven sharp 
arrows. Then Satyaki placed on his bow 
string a shaft furnished with golden wings, 


39. That emitted great efflulgence and 
looked like an enraged snake; that arrow 
that resembled the dart of Death, wounded 
Xritavarman sorely. 


40. Then that fierce arrow, penetrating 
‘through the effulgent and gold-decked ar- 





mour of Kritavarman, fell down on 
ground, steeped completely in blood, 
41. Covered all over with blood, and 
afflicted with tlie arrows of the Satwata hero, 
Kritavarman, throwing aside his bow and 


the 


' arrow, fell upon his niche on the chariot. 


42. That one of infinite prowess, and 
of teeth resembling those of tke lion, 
that foremost of men, then fell on his knees 
on the terrace of his car, being afflicted 
by the arrows of Satyaki. 


43. Thereafter Satyaki having success- 
fully checked Kritavarman who resembled 
the thousand-armed Arjuna or the unagita- 
ble ocean itself, quickly advanced onwards. 

44—45. Then passing through the divi- 
sion of Kritavarman, bristling with swords, 
lances and javelins, and teeming with 
elephants, steeds and cars, and shedding 
blood copiously, before the very eyes of alq 
the troops that foremost of the descendants 
of Sini moved forwards like the slayer of 
Vritra passing through the Asura host. 

46. Meanwhile the son of Hridika re- 
gaining his composure and grasping an- 
other mighty bow, stood on the field of 
battle checking the mighty Pandava hosts. 

Thus ends the one hunded and sixteenth 
chapter, the defeat of Kritavarman, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXVII. 


QGAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA). 
— Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. When the troops on those parts of the 
field through which Sini’s grandson had 
passed werecompelled by him to tremble, 


the son of Bharadwaja covered him with a 
mighty shower of arrows. 


2. Then a fierce fight commenced be- 


‘tween Drona and him of the Satwata race, 


before the very eyes of all the troops—fight 
that resembled that between Vali and 
Vasava fought in the day’s of yore. 


3. Then Drona pierced Sini’s grandson 
on the forehead with three beautiful shafts 
wholly made of iron and looking like so 
many snakes of virulent poison. 


4. O mighty monarch, with those 
straight-going shafts struck on the fore- 


head, Yuyudhana appeared beautiful like a 
mountain with three peaks. 


5- Then Bharadwaja’s son, ever on the 
watch for an opportunity for defeating his 
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foes, once more sped at Satyaki shafts 
whose whizz resembled the rumble of 
lı dra’s thunder. 


6. Then he of the Dasarha race con- 
versant with many excelent weapons, cut 
off those shafts shot from Drona’s bow and 
coming towards him, each with a couple of 
arrows equipped with excellent wings. 


7. Then, O ruler of men, Drona behold- 
ing his light-handedness, smiled, and then 
pierced that foremost of Sini's descendant 
with thirty sharp arrows. 

8. Then once more he pierced him with 
fifty and hundred shafts successively, thus 
surpassing with his own lightness of hands 
the lightness displayed by Yuyadhanal 


g. Just as, O king, mighty snakes excited 
to tury, plunge off from the ant-hills,so from 
the car of Drona numerous shafts were 
seen to fly. 

to. Similagly hundreds and thousands of 
shafts all capable of drinking blood, covered 
the car of Drona being discharged by 
Yuyudhana, 

11. Ovsire, we were then not able to 
detect which of the two, that foremost of the 
Brahmanas, or he of the Satwata‘race, ex- 
celled the other in lightness of hands; but 
both of those best of men appeared to be 
equal. 

12, Then excited to the highest pitch of 
fury, Satyaki struck Drona in battle with 
mine shafts of depressed knots. He also 
struck with sharp shafts, the standard, 

13. And charioteer of Drona, before his 
very eyes, Then beholding the lightness 
of hands displayed by Yuyudhana, the 
mighty car-warrior Drona, 

14. Piercing the charioteer of him of 


Madhu's race with seventy arrows, and the ! 


horses with three arrows each, cut off his 
standard with a single arrow. 
Then with another broad-headed 


th golden wings, he cut off 
illustrious descendant of 


15. A 
shait equipped wi 
the bow of that 
Madhw's race. 


16. Vhereat that mighty ear-warrior 
Satyaki highly excited with rage, laid aside 
his bow, and taking up à mighty mace, 
hurled it at the son of Bhardwaja, 


17. Then Drona with numerous shafts 
of various appearance; baffled that mace 
made of iron and covered with silken cloth, 
as it coursed vehemently towards him. 


18. ‘Thereafter Satyaki of prowess ineap- 


ble, af bein baffled taking up another bow, 
Saeed the Reis son of Bharadwaja with 


numerous shafts whetted on stone. 


| 
| 


19. Thus wounding Drona in battle he 
sent up his war-cry. But Drona that fores 
most of all wielders of weapons did not brook 
that war-cry of his. 


20. Then taking upa lance of golden 
staff and iron-head, Drona hurled it vehe- 
mently at the car of that descendant of 
Madhu’s race (Satyaki). ` 

2. That lance resembling the Destroy- 
er himself, without reacting the grandson 


| of Sini, penetrated through his chariot and 
| then fell on the ground, looking fierce and 
emitling a loud noise. 





22. Thereafter, O king, Sini’s grand- 
son pierced Drona on his right arm with 
many winged shafts. ‘hus, O foremost of 
the Bharatas, Drona was greatly afflicted. 


23. In that battle Drona also, O king, 
with a crescent-shaped arrow cut off the 
mighty bow of that descendant of Madha- 
va; and he smote the latter’s driver witha 
lance. 


24. Satyaki's charioteer was then over- 
whelmed with a swoon in consequence 
of his being struck with that dart. Fora 
while, he lay senseless on his niche on the 
car. 

25. Then, O king, Satyaki achieved a 
super-human feat, in as much as he fought 
on with Drona and held the reins of his 
horses like his driver simultancously. 


26. Then, O ruler of men, with a cheer- 
ful appearance, the mighty car-warrior 
Vuyudhana, pierced in that battle that 
Brahmana with a set of hundred arrows. 


27. At him then Drona sped, O Bharata, 
five shafts and those dreadful shafts pene-. 
trating through his armour drank his life- 
blood. 


28. Pierced deeply with those fierce ar- 
rows Satayki became excited to the highest 
pitch of wrath; and then that hero began 
to shoot numerous arrows at him of the 
golden car. 

29. He then felled Drona's driver by 
striking him with a single arrow; then with 
other arrows, he compelled his horses to 
run away from the field. 


30. ‘Fhat resplendent chariot, O kmg, 
dragged over all parts of the field, began te 
describe various circles like the Sun in 
motion. 

31. ‘Rush,’ ‘seize the running steeds of 


Drona,’—these were the words that were 
then uttered loudly by the kings and princes 


; of the Kourava host. 


32. O king,:then all those mighty car- 


warriors, leaving Satyaki in batuke, 
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proceeded to the spot where Drona was 
carried away by his horses. 


33. Then once more seeing all those 
heroes routed and afflicted by the scion of 
Satwate race, your troops once more 
‘began to give way, being overwhelmed with 
fear. 


34. Drona, once more proceeding to the 
gate of the array of his troops, stationed 
himself there, borne away, as he was, by 
those steeds of the fleetness of the wind, 
that had been afflicted by the shafts of the 
Vrishni hero, 


35. Then that highly puissant Drona, 

seeing his array shattered by the Pandavas 

and the Panchalas, did not try to check the 

prondson of Sini, but began to re-arrange 
is broken array. 


36. Resisting the Pandavas and the 
Panchalas, the Drona-fire then, burning in 
fage, stationed himself there, consuming 
everything like the Sun that rises at the end 
of a Yuga. 


Thus ends the one-hundred and seven- 
teenth chapter, the display of Satyakt’s 
prowess, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXVIII. 


QAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
“a Having defeated in battle Drona and 
other warriors of your army headed b 
Hridika’s son, that foremost of men, ihe 
best scion of the Sini race, addressing 


smilingly his charioteer, said, O best of the 
urus; these words :— 


2. “O charioteer, our Opponents Fave 
already been consumed by Kesava and 
Phalguna. In defeating them again, we 
have only been (secondarily) instrumentral. 
Slaying them already slain by that fore- 
most of men, vis the son of the celestial 
chief, we have but slain the slain.” 


3. Saying these words to his driver, that 
best of the Sinis, that illustrious bowman, 
that slayer of hostile heroes, that highly 
puissant warrior, shooting vehemently his 
arrows in all directions pounced upon the 
KXourava host like a hawk swooping down 
upon a piece of meat. 


4. The warriors of the Kourava army, 
although they assailed him from all sides, 
were unable to resist that best of car- 
warriors resembling the thousand-rayed 
sun himself, that foremost of men, who 














between them was extremely awful. 
your warriors and the Somakas applauded 
it highly; and the immortals compared it 
to the one that took place in days gone by 
between Vritra and Indra. 
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having penetrated through the Konraya 
array, was advancing, borne by his excel- 
lent steeds that were white like the moon 
or the conch-shell. 


5. O Bharata, none amongst your war- 


riors was then able to resist Yuyudhana of 
prowess incapable of being withstood, of 
unmitigating energy, of heroism equal to 
that of the thousand-eyed deity, and look- 
ing like the autumnal sun in the firmament, 


6. Thereupon that foremost of kings, 


named Sudarsana, versed in all modes of 
warfare, 
with the bow and the arrows, and inspired 
with wrath, proceeded against the dashing 
Satyaki and strove to check his earreer. 


clad in golden armour, armed 


J: ' The encounter that then commenced 
Both 


8. Sudarsana striving hard sped at that 


foremost descendant of the Satwata race, 
hundreds of sharp arrows, but O king, that 
illustrious scion of the Sini race, cut down 
all those arrows, before they could even 


reach hith. 


9. So also did, Sudarsana, riding on 
his own chariot of excellent make, severed, 
by means of his own arrows, in two or three 
parts, all the arrows sped at him by Satyaki 
who resembled Indra himself. 


10o. Then beholding his own arrows re- 
pulsed by the force of those shot by 
Satyaki, Sudarsana of fierce energy in 
order to burn down his adversary, angrily 
shot some beautiful shafts equipped with 
wings of gold. 


11. Then he pierced his adversary with. 
three beatiful arrows resembling fire itself, 
and furnished with golden wings, discharged 
from the bowstring drawn back to the very 
ear. These arrows penetrating through 
Satyakis’s armour mangled his body. 


12. Once more that prince Sudarsana, 
fixing on his bowstring another four res- 
plendent shafts, struck therewith the four 


Reeds of Satyaki that were of argentine 
ue. 


13. Thus afflicted by him, Sini’s grand- 
son, possessed of great agility and endowed 
with might equal to that of Indra himself, 
quichly slew with his own arrows the 
steeds of Sudarsana and sent up (then) a 
a loud war-cry. 


14—15. Then lopping off with a Valla 
charged with the vehemence of Indra’s 
thunder-bolt, the head of Sudarsana’s 
charioteer, that best of the Sinis, with a. 
tazor-headed arrow resembling the fire that 
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appears at the end of a Fuga, cut off from 
Sudarsana’s trunk his head graced with 
ear-rings, resembling the fall moon and 
decked with an exceedingly charming face 
like the wielder of the thunder-bolt, O kine 
forcibly cutting off in day's gone by, the 
head of the Asura Vala in battle. 

16. Thus having slain that grandson of 
a prince, that illustrious Scion of the Yadu 


race became inspired with joy, and shone | 
resplendent, O king, like the chief of the | 


celestials himself. 
17. Then that best hero among men 


vis Yuyudhana proceeded along the track | 


by which Arjuna had gone before him, 
resisting, as he advanced, by means of his 


myriad shafts, all your warriors, and riding | 


on that excellent chariot of his, O king, to 
which were yoked those best steeds and 
filling every body with wonder. 


18. ‘Then all the excellent warriors as- 
sembled on the field of battle, applauded 
that wonderful feat achieved by Satyaki, 
inasmuch as he consumed all opponents 
that came within the range of his arrows, 


like a blazing conflagration burning every | 


thing that falls in its way. 


Thus ends the one hundred and eighteenth 
chapter, the slaughter of Sudarsana, in 
the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CXIX. 


JAYA DRATHA-BADHA PARVA,— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thereafter that illustrious scion of 
the Vrishni race, the high-souled and in- 
telligent Satyaki, having slain Sudarsana 
in battle, addressing his charioteer thus 
spoke. 


2—5. “Having crossed the almost un- 
crossable ocean of Drona’s division abound- 
ing with chariots and steeds and elephants— 
ocean of which the waves are constituted 
by arrows and darts, fishes by swords and 
scimitars, and alligators by the maces; 
which roars with the whizz of arrows, and 
the clash of diverse weapons; an ocean 
that is fierce and destructive of life, and re- 
sounds with the din created by diverse 
musical instruments ; of which the touch is 
disagreeable and unbearable to warriors 
longing to have victory, and of which the 
banks are infested by flesh-eaters repre- 
sented by the forces of Jalasandha,—l 
consider that the remaining of the array 
yet to be crossed, can be crossed wi 
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ease, like a stream-let of shallow water. 


| Therefore do you dauntlessly drive the 


| 
| 


steeds forwards; 


Fe [think I am now within a haad’s 
stance from Savyasachin. Having van- 


| quished in battle, the indomitable Drona 


| 
| 





ith great | foct-soldiers t 


together with his followers, 


7. As also that best of all warriors 
namely, the son of Heidika, I think I have 
already reached Dhananjaya., l hough I 
see these numerous divisions of troops 
before me, fear does not assail my heart, 


8. For, a raging forests conflagration 
shrinks not at the sight of numerous heaps 
of dried grass. Behold the ground through 
which the diadem-decied Arjuna, that 
best of the Pandavas has passed, 


9. Rendered uneven by the slain foot- 
soldiers, horses, car-warriors and elephants. 
Yonder the Kourava array is giving way 
being routed by that high-souled warrior. 

to. O charivteer, behold a thick tawny 
cloud of dust raised by the flying cars, 
elephants and steeds. 


11. I think myszlf to be very near to 
that one of white steeds whose charioteer 


| is Krishna, inasmuch as I hear the twang 


of the bow Gandiva wielded by that one of 
infinite prowess. 


12. From the omens that are revealing 
themselves to me, I can judge that Arjuna 


{will slay the ruler of the Sindhus before 


the sun to-day goes below the horizon. 


13. Without exhausting their strength, 
drive the steeds slowly to the spot where 
the hostile ranks are staying, that is, to the 
spot where yonder warriors headed by 
Duryodhana, their hands cased in leathern 
fences, 





14. And yonder Kamvojas of dreadful 
deeds, cased in mail and defficult of 
defeat in battle, and these Yavanas armed 
with bows and arrows and accomplished in 


smiting, 


15. And yonder Sakas and Kiratas, and 
Daradas, and Barbaras and Tamraliptakas, 
and numerous other Milechchas armed 
with diverse weapons are staying. 


6. To the spot (I repeat) where 
saotlar warriors headed by Duryodhana, 
their hands defended by leathern gloves, — 
are standing with their faces turned to- 
wards me and inspired with the resolution 


of encountering me. 


consider me, © charioteer as al- 
aay e through this dreadful strong- 
hold, having slain in battle all these 
warriors and cars, elephants, horses and 
hat are among them, 
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The Charioteer said :— 

18. O scion of the -Vrishni race, fear 
I have none, O you of prowess incapable 
of being withstood! If you had before 
you the enraged son of Yamadagni, 


19. Or Drona that foremost of car- 
warriors, or Kripa or’ the ruler of the 
Madras himself, even then fear would not 
enter my heart, O you of mighty arms, as 
long as I am under thẹ shadow of your 
protection, 


20. O slayer of hostile heroes, numer- 
ous Kamvojas covered in coats of mail, of 
dreadful deeds and difficult of defeat in 
battle, have already been worsted by you; 


21. Asalso numerous Yavanas armed 
with bow and arrows and accomplished in 
smiting, including Sakas, Kiratas, Daradas 
Barbaras, ‘!'amraliptakas, 


22. And many other Mlechchas, armed 
with various weapons. Never did I feel 
fear in any battle. 


' 23. O you of great courage, why shall 
I then experience any fear in this battle, 
which is like the vestige of a cow’s hoof. 
O long-lived one, by which track shall 
Į carry you to the spot where Dhanan- 
jaya is ? 

24. On whom have ycu been angry, 


O you of the Vrishni race? Who are they į 


for whom death is waiting? Who are they 
that are destined to repair to the mansion 
of death to-day ? 


25. Who are they that will fly away 
from the field of battle beholding you en- 
dowed with such prowess, resembling the 
Destroyer himself as he appears at the end 
of the yuga, and putting forth that prowess 
of yours? O you of mighty arms, who are 
they whom king Vaivaswat, has remem- 
bered to-day ? 


Satyaki said :— 


26. I will slay these warriors with 
sharpened shafts like Vasava slaying the 
Danavas. Slaying the Kamvojas, I will 
fulfil my vow. Carry me thither. 


27. To-day crushing the foe | shall re- 
pair to that son of Pandu who is dearly 
loved by me. To-day the Kurus with 
Suyodhana at their head, will behold my 
prowess in battle, 


28—33. When this division of the 
; Mlechchas of shaved heads will be exter- 
minated and the entire Kourava army put 
to great distress. Hearing the loud la- 
mentation of the Kourava host to-day 
lacerated and shattered by me in battle, 
Suyodhana_ will be filled with great fear. 
‘Foday I shall show to my preceptor, the 
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high-souled Pandava of white horses, the skill 
in the use of weapons acquired by me from 
him. Beholding to-day thousands of fore- 
most warriors slain with my arrows, kin 

Duryodhana will be overwhelmed with grief, 


| The Kouravas will this day behold the 


bow in my hand to resemble a circle of fire 
when, light-handed as I am, I will draw 
back my bow-string for discharging my 
numerous arrows. Beholding the continu- 
ous carnage of his troops bathed in blood 
and many filled all over with shafts, Suyo- 
dhana to-day will be filled with great grief, 
When I shall slay the best of the Kuru 
warriors wrathfully, 


34—36. Suyodhana will to-day behold the 
world to contain two Arjunas. Beholding 
thousands of kings slain by me in battle, 
king Duryodhana will be overwhelmed with 
grief in this day’s great fight. Slaying 
thousands of monarchs to-day, I will show 
love and devotion to those high-souted 
ones vis., the sons of Pandu. ‘To-day the 
Kouravas will know the extent of my prow- 
ess and energy and my gratefulness to the 
Pandavas. 


| Sanjaya continued :— 


37. Thus spoken to, the charioteer quick- 
ly drove those well-trained steeds resembt- 
ing the moon in hue and carrying the 
warrior Satyaki well. l 


38. Those excellent steeds, possessed of 
the fleetnes of the wind or the mind, dashed 
forward seeming to devour the very skies 
and bore Yuyudhana to the spot where 
those Yavanas were. 


39, ‘Then those Yavanas endued with 
great lightness of hands obtaining in their 
midst the unretreating Satyaki, began to 
cover him with mighty showers of arrows. 


40. Then Satyaki who was moving with 
great celerity, cut off their arrows and 
weapons with his shafts of deprassed knots. 
Indeed the arrows discharged by them 
could not then reach him. $ 


41. Fhe fierce Satyaki then began to 
lop off the heads and arms of the Yavanas, 
with sharp arrows equipt with golden wings, , 
or wings made of vulterine feathers, all- 
flying straight. 

42. Those arrows, penetrating through 
the iron or brass armours of the Yavanas as 
alsa their bodies, then fell down on the 
earth. 


43. Thus slaughterd by the heroic 
Satyaki in that battle, the Mlechchas began 
to fall by hundreds on the ground deprived 
of their lives. 


44. With his arrows discharged from his 
bow drawn to the fullest extent, and flying 4+ 
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a tohtinuots line, that brave warrior began 
to slay, five, six, seven or eight Yavanas at 
a time. 


45. With the dead bodies of liundreds - 


and thousands of Kamyojas, Sakas, Souvi- 
tas, ‘I'vigartas, and Barbaras, O ruler of 
men, 


46. The earth became impassable; and 
it was slippery with the flesh and blood 
that then constituted its mire. The grand- 
son of Sini then caused a great carnage 
among your troops. 


47. The ground was then strewn over 
with the head-gears of those robbers and 
the shaved heads that looked like unfledged 
birds in consequence of their long beards. 


48. The feld of battle overspread’ with | 


headless trunks bathed {1 blood, appeared 
charming like the firmament overspread 
with coppery clouds. 


49. Slain with the shafts of the horoic 
Satyaki,—-shafts whose touch resembled the 
thunder-bolt’s stroke and whose knots were 
well-pressed and which were flying in 
straight lines, the Yavanas covered the field 
of battle over, 


50. The handful remnant of those mail- 
covered soldiers, defeated, O king, by the 


Satwata hero, became cheerless; and find- | 


ing their lives on the point of being snat- 
ched away from them, they broke, 

st. And fled away, urging. their 
steeds to the top of their speed, with their 
whips, goads &c out of great fear that then 
overwhelmed them. 


52. Routing in battle the invicible Kam- 
voja troops, and O Bharata, the troops of 
the Yavanas and the mighty host of the 
Sakas, 

53. That foremost of men, vis., Satyaki 
of prowess incapable of being baffled, pene- 


trated into the heart of your troops, van- | 


quishing them and urging his charioteer 
saying, “Proceed.” 

S54. Beholding that feat achieved in 
battle by him—feat that nobody before ever 
performed,—the Charanas and the Gan- 
dharvas began to applaud him highly. 

55. Then, O ruler of men, beholding 
him proceeding as the rear-guard of Arjuna, 
the Charanas were filled with delight. Even 
your troops then began to applaud him. 

Thus ends the one-hundred and nine- 
teenth chapter, the defeat of the Favanas, 
in the Jayadrath-butha of the Drona 
Parva. 
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CHAPTER CXX. 
| (J(AYADRPTHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


‘ 


| Sanjaya said :— 


| . 1+ Having defeated the Yavanas and 
| the Kamvojas that foremost of car-warriors 
| Yuyudhana advanced after Arjuna right 
, through the centre of your troops. 


| 2. Then like a huntsman slaying deer, 
| that foremost of men, vis., Satyaki, graced 
; with beautiful teeth, cased in excellent 
armour, and owning a beatiful standard, 
slew the Kourava troops and struck terrot 
into their hearts. 


| 3. Advancing on his chariot, he began 
E shake his bow with force, —bow thè 
i 
i 
1 


back of which was decked with gold, . the 
toughness of which was great and which 
was beautified with may golden moons. 


4. Hisarms adorned with golden An- 
gadas, his turban decked with gold, his 
body covered with a golden armout, his 
standard ard bow variegated with gold, 
that hero appeared resplendent like the 
crest of the Meru-mountain. 


5. Himself emitting great effulgetice, 
and wielding that bow drawn to a circle in 
his hands, he appeared like another autum- 
nal sun. 


6. That foremost of men graced with 
shoulders, tread, and eyes, resembling those 
of the moon, appeared in the centre of 
your army, like a bull in the midst of a 
cowpen. 


7. Him looking like and possessing the 
graceful tread of, an infuriate elephant and 
appearing like an elephant leader with open 





| temples, standing in their midst, 


8. Your troops desirous of slaying as- 
sailed with fury. After Satyaki had passed 
through Drona’s division and the uncross- 
able ocean-like division of the Bhojas, 


After he had passed through the son 
of Jalasandha's troops, as also the host of 
the Kamvojos, after he had escaped the 
alligator constituted by Hridika’s son, alter 
he had forded through that ocean like host, 


to. Many car-warriors of your army 
inflamed with fury encompassed Satyaki 
on all sides. Duryodhana, Chitrasena, 
Dussasana, Vininsati, 


11. Sakuni, Dussaha, the youthful Dur- 
marsana, Kratha and many other brave 
warriors, all well-versed in the use of 
weapons and difficult of being defeated, 


12. Angrily followed Satyaki from be- 
hind as he proceeded onwards. Then, O 
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sire, tremendous was the din 
among your army, 


13. Resembling the roar of the ocean 
in a Parva-day when it is lashed into fury 
by the wind. Beholding them all rush 
towards himself, that foremost of the Sinis, 


14. Addressing his charioteer smilingly 
said :—'' Procecd slowly: this army of the 
sons of Diritarastra, swelling with fury, 


15. And 


chariots and infantry, is rushing at me 


with vehemence, O charioteer, filling all the | 


quarters with the clatter of its cars, 


16. And causing the earth, the conclave 
dome and oceans to tremble. O Suta, this 
ocean like host I shall resist in battle, 


17. Like the banks resisting the mighty | 
main when it swells in the day of the full 
moon. Behold O charioteer, my prowess 


in battle which resembles that of Indra 
himself. 


18. Behold me crush these hostile forces 
with my own sharp arrows. Behold these 
foot-soldiers, horses, car-warriors and ele- 

. phants of the hostile force slain, 


19. And mangled, by my sharp shafts 
whose touch resemble that of fire itself.” 
When Satyaki of immeasurable prowess 
was thus speaking, 


20. You warriors quickly approached 
him desirous of battling with him, saying, 
‘Slay’ ‘Rush,’ ‘ Wait” ‘Look look’ &c. 


21. Satyaki then fell to slaughter those 
heroes even when they were thus speaking, 
with his sharp arrows. He slew three hun- 
dred steeds and four hundred elephants. 


22. That battle between Satyaki on the 
one hand and your warriors on the others, 
became awful like that beween the Gods 
and tne Asuras fought in the days of yore. 
The carnage that attended it, was fierce in 
the extreme, 


23. O sire, the grandson of Sini received 
the assault of your son’s divisions resem- 
bling thick masses of clouds, with his shafts 
resembling snakes of virulent poison. 


24. That valorous hero then covered 
over with net-work of arrows, O king, be- 


gan to slay your troops by hundreds,nothing 
daunted, 


25. O king, I then beheld an extremely 
wonderful sight there, inasmuch as, O lord, 
J saw not one shaft of Satyaki fail in strik- 
ing its aim. 


26. That ocean constituted by the 
troops of Duryodhana, teeming with cars, 
elephants and steeds, and surging with 
waves constituted by cars, as soon as it 


abounding in elephants, horses, | 


that arose | 
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came in contact with the bank formed by 
Sinis grandson, y 


27. That host consisling of terrified 
warriors, elephants, and horses, carnaged 
g 


on all sides by the arrows of Satyaki 
began to turn round repeatedly, ; 
28, And wandered hither and thither 


like kine afflicted with the chill of winter, 
Among foot-soldiers, car-warriors, elephants 


and horse-men and horses, 
29. We then beheld none who was not 
ierced with the arrows of Yuyudhana. 


Even Phalguna himself, O king, spread not 
such carnage in your troops, 


30. As was done by Satyaki in your 
ranks. © foremost of men, Sini’s grandson 
then fought, surpassing even Arjuna him- 
self, 

„31 Completely fearless, and displaying 
his lightness of hands and skill in the use of 


weapons. Thereafter king Duryodhana, 
with three arrows, 
32. Pierced the charioteer of that 


Satwata horo; and then with another four 
sharp shafts, he pierced the latter’s four 
steeds. Next piercing Satyaki himself with 
three arrows, he pierced him with a set of 
another eight shafts. 


33. Then Dussasana pierced that fore- 
most scion of the Sini dynasty with sixteen 
shafts, Sakunı pierced him with twenty-five 
and Chitrasena with five arrows. 


34. Dussaha then pierced Satyaki on 
the centre of his chest with fifteen arrows. 
Then thus struck with those numerous 
shafts, that foremost hero among the 
Vrishnis, smiled, y 


35. And, O mighty monarch, pierced 
each of his assailers with three shafts. 
Thus piercing his foes with darts of fierce 
energy, 


36. That grandson of Sini endued with 
great celerity, began to move about the 
field of battle, even like a hawk. Cutting 
off the bow of Suvalas son and severing 
his gloves, 


37- He pierced Duryodhana on the 
centre of his chest with three arrows; he 
pierced Chitrasena with hundred and 
Dussaha with ten arrows. 


38. That illustrious grandson of Sint 
next pierced Dussasana with twenty al rows. 
Thereafter © ruler of men, your brother- 
in-law, taking up another bow, 


39. Pierced Satyaki first with eight and 
then with another five arrows. Then o 
king, Dussasana pierced Satyaki with ter 


Dussaha with three, and Durmukha with 
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welve shafts. O Bharata, then Duryo- 
dhana, pierced that scion of Madhu’s race 
with seventy-three arrows, 


41. Next he pierced the latter’s chariot- 
eer with three sharp arrrows. Then all 
those mighty car-warriors who were fighting 
unitedly and heedfully, 


42—43: Were pierced each with five 
arrows by Satyaki. Then that foremost of 
warriors struck the driver of your son with 
a broad-headed shaft. The latter then fell 
down on the ground slain, When his 
charioteer had been laid low, O master, 
that car-warrior, your son, 


44. Was borne away from the field of 
battle by his steeds of the fleetness of the 
wind, Thereupon, your other sons and the 
troops, O king, 

45. Looking at the chariot of the king, 
began to break away by hundreds. Then Y 
Bharata, beholding the divisions routed, 
Satyaki, 

46, Covered them with keen. pointed 
arrows furnished with golden wings and 
whetted on stone. Thus, O king, crushing 
all the warriors of your army by thousands, 

47. Satyaki flew towards the chariot of 
Arjuna owning cream-colored steeds. Even 
your troops then applauded him as they be- 
held him proceed shooting arrows and pro- 
tecting himself and his charioteer. 


Thus ends the one hundred and twentieth 
chapter the defeat of Duryodhana, tn the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CXXI. 
(JAVYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. What, O Sanjaya, did my shameless 
sons do, when they beheld the grandson 
of Sini proceed towards Arjuna, crushing 
as he advanced my troops ? 

2. How indeed did those dying wretches 
set their heart on fight, when Sini’s grand- 
son who is equal to Savyasachin himself 
appeared before them ? 

What indeed, did the Kshatriyas de- 
feated in battle do? How indeed did the 
illustrious Satyaki penetrate through their 


ranks? 
tell me also, how could 


. O Sanjaya, te x 
the grandson of Sini proceed to battle when 
d fighting? 


all my sons were alive an 
5. What I have heard from you, O son, 
appears to be exceedingly wonderful vs 


25 
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he baule between the one and the many, 
e latter counting many might - i 
TREE g y.mighty car-warrior 


6. O Suta, I think Destiny is adverse 
to the interests of my sons, in as much as 
they are now being slaughtered by that 
mighty car-warrior of the Satwata race. 


7. Evenall my troops united together 
were not competent enough to withstand 
the enraged Yuyudhana; not to speak of 
the sons of Pandu. : 


8. Like a lion slaying other inferior beasts 
Satyaki is slaughtering my sons, having 
first vanquished in battle Drona that 
warrior accomplished in weapons and ` 
versed in all modes of warfare. 


9. Countless heroes headed by Krita- 
varman himself, fighting heedfully, were not 
able to slay Satyaki in battle; so itis cer- 
tain that the latter will vanquish my sons 
single-handed. 


_ to. Even Phalguna himself did not fight 
in the manner in which the illustrious 
grandson of Sini has fought. 


Sanjaya said :— 

11. Allthis has been brought about by 
your wicked policy and by the vile deeds of 
Duryodhana O king. O Bharata, now 
hear attentively what I am going to say to 
you. 

12. Atthe command of your son, all 
those warriors then taking tremendous 
vows tofight to the last, rallied and resolved 
upon fighting fierce. 

13. Three thousand bowmen, comman~ 
ded by Duryodhana himself and supported 
by a numerous body of Sakas, Kamvojas 
Valhikas, Yavanas, Paradas, 

14. Kaligas, Tanganas, Amvartas, Pisa- 
chas, Barbaras, and mountaineers, O king, 
all inspired with rage, and armed with 
stones, 

15. Rushed against Sini’s grandson like 
flights of insects falling upon a blazing fire. 
Five hundred other warriors united to- 
gether, O king, then also assailed Satyaki. 

16—17. Another large division consists 
ing of a thousand chariots, a hundred 
mighty car-warriors, 2 thousand elephants, 
two thousand horse and innumerable foots 
soldiers, also assailed the grandson of Sini. 


18. Then, O Bharata, Dussasana, urged 
those troop saying, —‘slay him’ and encom- 
passed Satyaki there with. 

19. Then we beheld the marvellous cha- 
racter of the prowess of Sini’s grandson, in 
as much as single handed as he was he 
fearlessly fought on with the odds against 


him. 
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20. He then continually went on slaying 
the divisions of car-warriors elephants and 
horsemen and the robbers. 


21—23. Like the autumnal sky bespangled 
with stars, the field of battle then became 
covered with car wheels broken and smash- 
éd by means of his mighty weapons with 
innumerable Akshas and beautiful car- 
shafts crushed to pieces with mangled ele- 
phants and broken standards with coats of 
mail and bucklers scattered all about and O 
sire, with garlands and ornaments and at- 
tires and Anukarshas. 


24—28. Many best elephants prodigious 
or mountainous and of the Anjanors, of the 
Vamana breed, O Bharata or of the Supra- 
tika Mahapadmat or Airavata or other 
breeds, many excellent tuskers, O king, lay 

rostrate on the ground, deprived of life. 

atyaki then slew, O king, many foremost 
of steeds of the Vanaya, the mountain, the 
Kamvoja and the Valhika breeds. The 
grandson of Sini also slaughtered foot sol- 
diers there, in hundreds and thousands, born 
in various realms and belonging to various 
nationalities. Whilst those troops were 
being thus carnaged, Dussasana addressing 
the robbers said.— 


29. ‘Ye heroes, ignorant of the rules of 
fighting, fight on.” Why do you retreat? 
But seeing them break away in spite of all 
his commands your son Dussasana 


30. Urged on the heroic mountaineers 
skilled in fighting with stones saying :— 
"You are all skiltul in fighting with the 
stones. But Satyaki is ignorant of this 
mode of warfare. 


31. Do you slay then this hero who, 
desirous as he is of battle, is unacquainted 
with your manner of fighting. ‘Phe Koura- 
vas also are all ignorant of this mode of 
battle. 


32. Rush upon Satyaki, and fear not for 
he will not be able to reach you in battle.” 
Thereupon all those mountain kings, all ac- 
complished in fighting with stones, 


33. Rushed upon the grandson ol Sini 
like so many counsellors rushing in the train 
of aking, Then all those denizens of the 
mountains, armed with hollicks looking 
like the heads of the elephants, 


34. Stood before Yuyudhana in that 
battle ready to strike others desirous of 
compassing the slaughter of the Satwata 
hero with their missiles. 


35. Th2y obstructed all the points of the 
compass, urged as they were by your son, 
Then as they rushed desirous of fighting 
with their stones, 


36, Satyaki sped at them sharp arrows 
fixing them on his bow: string. That 


i 


| 


messini n Ee 
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aweful shower of stones then discharged b 
the Mountaineers, Yy 


37. The foremost scion of the Sini race 
bafHed with his Narachas resembling veno- 
mous reptiles. ‘Then with those lustrous 
fragments of stones looking like a flight of 
fire flies, 


38. Many of our soldiers were slaughter- 
ed; and O sire, cries of alas and Oh were 
heard in ali directions. Then with heavy 
stones uplifted, five hundred heroic war- 
riors, 


39. Fell down, O king with their arms 
severed, Again a thousand warriors and 
other hundred thousand warriors, 


40. Encountering Satyaki fell down with 
their arms bearing stones lopped off. Then 
many heroic warriors, accomplished in fight- 
ing with stones, began to fall down, with 
their purposes unsettled. 


41. Satyaki then slew them by thousands 
and that appeared indeed wondesful. 
Then again many of them, returninp to 
the charge, hurled at Satyaki showers of 
stones, 


42. With swords and lances in their 
grasp, many Daradar, Tanjanas, Thasus, 
Lampakas and Pulindas, hurled their wea- 
pons at Satyaki. 


43. But the latter well accomplished in 
the use of weapons cut all of them in pieces 
with his Narachrs. Then as the stones 


were being broken in the air by sharp 
arrows, 
44. The sound, that was created, caused 


many car-warriors, horses, elephants and 
foot-soldiers to fly away. Pelted in all 
directions by fragments of stones, men, ele- 
phants and horses, 


45. Were unable to stand in the field of 
battle, in as much as they felt as if bit by 
bees. The survivors, bathed in blood 
and with their heads and frontal globes 
shattered, 


46. Of the elephant hosts, then began to 
break away leaning the car of Yuyudhana. 
Then the noise that your troops created, O 
sire, 


47. Afflicted as they were with the shaits 
of that descendant of Madhu’s race, was tri- 
mendous like that of the Ocean in a 
Parvadayi. ‘Then hearing the cry and that 
tremendous din, Drona, addressing his cha- 
rioteer, said :— 


48. “O charioteer, this mighty car-war- 
rior, of the Satwata race inflamed with 
wrath, has shattered the host in many places 
and is now careering like the Destroyer in 
the field of battle. 2 
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49. O charioteer, drive my car to the 
spot whence this noise is coming. Surely 
Yuyudhna has now encountered these heroes 
that fight with the stones. 


50. Yonder the car-warriors are leaving 
Satyaki being borne away by their flying 
steeds. 
the spot with their bodies mangled. 


5t. Their drivers are not able to res- 
train their wild horses.” 
hearing these words of Bharadwaja’s son, 


Fup, 52. Replied unto Drona that foremost of 
“all wielders of weapons saying :—O lang- 


lived one, behold the army of the Kouravas 
routed in all directions. 

53. Behold the warriors rush in all 
directions deserting their ranks! But in fact 
you behold those heroic Panchalas and 
Pandavas, 

54. Advance desirous of encountering 
yourself. O subduer of foes, now behave 
yourself in the manner one should behave 
on such occasions. 

55. Shall we proceed or stay here? Sa- 
tyaki has gone far ahead of us.” While 
ihe charioteer was thus speaking to the son 
of Bharadwaja, O sire, 

_56. The grandson of Sini suddenly came 
to view, engaged in slaughtering a large 
number of car-warriors. Those soldiers of 
yours while being thus slaughtered by Yu- 
yudhana in battle, 

57, They fled away from Yuyudhana’s 
chariot towards the spot where Drona’s divi- 
sion was placed. Those other car-warriors 
accompanied by Dussasana. all struck with 
panic, also rushed to the place where 
Drona's chariot was seen. 

Thus ends the one h undred and twentys 
first chapter the defeat of the mountaineers 
in the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


——_ 


CHAPTER CXXII 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA—) 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Beholding then the chariot of Dus- 
sana Stationed near him, the son of Bhara- 
dwaja addressing him said these words :— 
2. O Dussana, why are all these car- 

ay? Is every thing right 


warriors, flying aw 
with the king? Does the king of the 


Sindhus still live? 
3. Youare the son of a king, the brot 
of a king and a mighty car-warrior; W 


her 


Behold some are falling down on | 


The charioteer | 
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then oe you fly Aayo Constitute yourself 
ce-regent À $ 
ther the king)? (by making your bro 


4. “You are our slave; you have been 
won by us as a stake in the game of dice; 
become you a courtezan; and engage 
yourself as a bearer of attires to the king 
my elder brother, $ 


5: Your husbands do not live; they are 
like sesamum seeds without the kernel.” 
O Dussasana, it was you who spoke those 
words to Draupadi. Why then do you now 
fly away. 

6. Having yourself provoked inveterate 
enmity with the Panchalas and the Pundavas, 
why do you now fly, out of fear, obtaining 
Satyaki alone in battle for ycur opponent? 


7. In days gone by, at the game of dice 
having taken up the dice, you did not divine 
that they would be changed into dreadful 
darts resembling snakes of virulent poison. 

8. It were you who formerly abused the 
Pandavas in filthy language; you were the 
cause of all the woes ot Draupadi. 

g. Where are now your pride, your 
haughtiness and brag? Having provoked 
the Parthas who are like so may snakes of 
virulent poison, where do you intend 
to fly? 

10. Both this army of the Bharatas, and 


| king Suyodhana are to be pitied, in asmuch 


as the latter own you who are now flying 
away as his brave brother. = 


11. Indeed, O hero, this army, shattered 


| and afflicted with fear as it is, ought to be 


protected by you, by your own strength of 
arms. 

12. But you now, leaving the fight, are 
afiording delight unto your foes. O slayer of 
foes, when you, the leader of the host, are 
flying away, 

13. Who, scized with panic as he is, will 
care to remain, in the field of battle? 
Encountering that single-handed warrior 
of the Satwata race, 

rj. Your heart is inclined to fly away 
from battle. What then, O Kourava, wil 
you do when you will see the wielder of th 
Gandiva in battle, or Bhimasena or the 
twins, Nakula and Sahadeva, The arrowe 
of Satyaki, afraid of which you are seek- 
ing to fly away, are scarcely equal to those 
of Arjuna, that resemble the sun or 
the fire in effulgence? If your heart is 
intent on flying away, 


17. ‘Then let the sovercixnty of the earth 
be given to king Yudhisthira the virtuous 
when peace will be concluded. Before the 
shafts of Phalguna looking like snakes 


hy j divested of their slough, 
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18. Penetrate into your body, let peace | of securing victory to the ver 
be concluded. Before the illustrlous son | Yudhisthira. 
of Pritha slaying your hundred brothers 34. They then began to pour upon 
snatch the earth away by force, conclude | Drona darts resembling fire, thick shone 
eace with the Pandavas. Before king | of Tomaras and numerous other weston 
Vadhisthira is excited with wrath, O king. , 

20. And Krishna also, that giver of. 3s. Then baffling those thick showers 
joy, conclude peace with the Pandavas. | of arrows by means of his own, like the wind 
Before the mighty-armed Bhima, piercing scattering away mighty rain-clouds on the 
through this vast array of yours, sky, Drona cppeared exceedingly beautiful.” 

21. Seizes (and slays) your brothers, 


C 36. Thereafter that slayer of hostile 
conclude peace with the Pandavas. For- | heroes vis Drona aimed at the ehariot of 
'merly Bhisma told your brother Suyodhana. | Viraketu a dreadful shaft, resembling the 
22. “The Pandavas are incapable of | sun or fire in splendaur, 

being vanquished in battle. O Gentle one, 37. O king, then that shaft penetrating 
make peace with them.” Your perverted through that scion of the Panchala dynasty 
brother Suyodhana however did not listen | entered the earth, steeped in blood and 
to him. burning like a flame of fire. . 


y virtuous king 


23. Therefore firmly resolved to fight, 38. Thereupon that delighter of the 
battle on heedfully with the Pandavas. | Panchala race, quickly fell down from his 
Proceed quickly on you car, where Satyaki | chariot like a Champaka falling down 
is? from the crest of a mountain, being up- 

24. Deprived of your help, this host will rooted by the force of the wind, 
fly away. For your own sake, fight with 39. When that highly puissant and fierce 
Satyakt of indomitable prowess. bowmen, that prince of the Panchalas, had 
25. Thus spoken to by Drona, your | beenslain, the Panchalas, in all haste, sur- 
son spoke nothing in reply. Feigning as | rounded Drona on all sides. 
ifhe has not heard the words of Drona, 40. Chitraketu, Sudhanwan, Chitra- 
Dussasana advanced to the spot where varman, and O Bharata, also Chitraratha,— 
Satyaki was. | all afficted with greif atthe calamity that 

26. Supported by a mighty divisicn of | had befallen their brother, 
unrgtreating Mlelachas, Dussasana fell 
upon Satyaki and fought on vigorously. 

| 
| 


27. Drona also, that best of car-warriors, 
inflamed with rage, proceeded against the 
Panchalas and the Pandavas in medium 
speed. $ 


41. Unitedly and with a desire for fight- 
ing, rushed against theson of Bharadwaja, 
discharging their showers of shafts like-so 
many clouds discharging their contents 
at the expiration of the summer season. 


42. Thus wounded by those princes, all 
mighty car-warriors, that foremost of the 
regenarate wrought himself up with anger, 
for pulting an end to their existence. 


43. Thereafter Drona hurled at them a 


net-work of arrows. ‘hose princes, then 
spread havoc among the ranks of the | pierced with those shafts of Drona shot 


andavas, Panchalas and the Matsyas. rom the bow string drawn back to the very 
go. Thereat the effulgent Viraketu, the | €4% 


Panchala prince, encountered Drona the 44. Became embarassed as to what 


son of Bharadawaja who had been van- | they should do, O foremost of kings. “Then 
quishing his troops. 


when they were thus confounded, Drona 
31. Piercing Drona with five shafts of | With perfect ease, 


depressed knots, he cut down his standard 45. Inflamed ashe was with rage, de- 


with one and wounded his charioteer with | prived those princes of their chariots, 
seven shafts. 


Gharioteers and steeds. hereafter that hero 
-wi ith hi ows 
32. Then O mighty monarch, we be- oh worki wide ame mathabis, sharp ar 
held a wonderful sight in that battle, in as ; : 
much Drona striving hard could not ap- 46. Felledtheir heads, like one culling 
proach the Panchala prince. flowers. O king, those radiant heroes then 
f i i i ars, 
437 Oe Neni beholdingmD ronaihetd ell down slain from their respective c 
in check, the Panchalas surrounded him 47. Even as the Daityas and Danavas 
O-king, on all sides, desirous as they were | fell, in the battle between the gods and th 


28. Then Drona, engaging himself in 
battle, began to crush the Pandava army 
slaying heroes by hundreds and thousands. j 


29. Thereafter, O mighty monarch, pro- 
claiming his name in battie, he began to 


ES 
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Asuras fought in the days of yore. Slaying 
them in battle, the valorous son of Bhara- 
dwaja, 


48. Began to shake his excellent bow 
whose staff was golden and which was in- 
capable of being approached. Then be- 
holding those Panchala princes all mighty 
car-warrior, and resembling the Pandavas 
themselves, slain, 


49. Dhristadyumna was filled with rage 
and tears trickled down from his eyes. Then 
burning with rage, he rushed at the car of 
Drona. 


50. Thereupon, O king, suddenly cries 
of Alas and Oh were heard there, for, then 
Drona was seen covered with the shafts of 
the Panchala prince Dhristadyumna. 


51. Though covered on all sides by the 


illustrious son of Prisata, yet Drona flinched | 


not, but fought on smilingly. 


52. Then, O mighty monarch, the Pan- 
chala prince, overwhelmed with rage, pierc- 
ed Drona onthe breast with ninety shafts 
of depressed knots. 


53. Pierced deeply by that powerful 
hero, the illustrious son of Bharadwaja, 
squatted down on the terrace of his chariot 
and fainted away in a swoon. 


54. Then beholding him in that plight, 
Dhristadyumna, of: fierce energy and great 
might, grasped his sword and left aside 
his bow. 

55. Then that mighty car-warrior, jump- 
ing down from his chariot with quickness, 
O sire, ascended with agility upon the car 
of the son of Bharadwaja, 

56. With his eyes rolling in rage and 
urged on by a desire for cutting off Drona s 
head from the trunk. Meanwhile the 
puissant Drona, recovering from the swoon, 
took np his bow. 

57—58. But beholding Dhristadyumna 
inflamed with a desire for slaughtering 
him so near, he began to pierce him with 
arrows measuring a span only and so fit to 
be used in close quarter. Those arrows 
known by the name of Vattastika and fit to 
be used in close quarters, 

59. Were known to Drona only, and by’ 
means of them, he succeeded in weakening 
Dhristadyumna’s powers. Then the puis- 
sant Dhristadyumna wounded with those 
arrows, A : 

6o. Swifty came down from Dronas 
chariot. ‘That hero of fierce energy was 
then greatly robbed of his strength. There- 
after ascending his cary and taking Up 2 
mighty bow, 
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61. The mighty car-warrior ‘Dhristady- 
umna began to pierce Drona in battle; 
Drona also, O mighty monarch, pierced 


the son of Prisata with numerous shafts in 
battle. 


62. Then a wonderful fight was fought 
between Drona and the Panchala prince, 
like what was fought between Sakra and 
and Pralhada, both longing to enjoy the 
sovereignty of the three worlds. 


63. Both versed in various modes of 
warfare, they careered over the field, des- 
playing various motions with their chariots 
and mangling one another with their 
shafts. 


64. Then corfounding the minds of the 
| other warriors, Drona and Prisata's son 
began to pour their arrowy showers like 
rain-clouds pouring their contents in the 
rainy season. 





65. Those two high-souled warriors thet: 
covered the conclave dome, the earth, and 
the quarters with their shafts. The crea- 
į tures assembled there, then began to ap- 
plaud that battle that was fought between 
them. 


66. So also, O mighty monarch, the 
Kshatriyas, and other soldiers praised that 
battle. ‘Meeting Dhristadyumna in battle 
Drona will surely. 


67—68. Succumb to him.” The Pan- 
chalas exclaimed, O king, speaking thus. 
| Then Drona fighting with great agility cut 
| off the head of Dhristadyumna’s charioteer, 
| like one felling ripe fruits from a tree. 
| ‘Thereupon O king, the steeds of the 
illustrious Dhrishtadyumna ran away 
wildly. ‘ 








| 69. When those steeds thus ran away 
| bearing Dhristadyumna away, Drona of 
great might began to crush the Panchalas 
and Srinjayas (mercilessly). 


Jo. Then the highly puissant son of 
Bharadwaja having vanquished the Pan- 
| davas and the Panchalas and having re- 
formed his array of troops, stood at its 
mouth. © master the Pandavas then ven- 
tured not to vanquish him in battle. 


Thus ends the one-hundred and twenty 
second chapter, the display of Drona's 
prowess, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 
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(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Meanwhile, O king, Dussasana ad- 
vanced upon the grandson of Sini, shooting 
thousands of arrows, like a mighty rain- 
cloud pouring its contents. 


2. Having pierced Satyaki first with 
sixty shafts and next with sixteen, he could 
not make him tremble who was fighting 
steadily like the immovable Mainaka moun- 
tain. 


3. Then that foremost of the Bharatas 
surrounded Satyaki with a mighty division 
of car-warriors born in varivus realms; he 
shot numerous arrows, 


4. And fired the ten quarters with the 
clatter of his car-wheels, that resembled 
the rumble ot rain clouds.  Beholding 
that Kourava hero advance upon him Sa- 
tyaki, 

5. Possessed of mighty arms, rushed 
against him, and covered him with his own 
shafts. Then those warriors headed by 
Dussasana being thus covered by those ar- 
rowy showers 


6. Became seized with panic and began 
to fly away even before the very eyes of 
your son. O monarch, when those war- 


riors were thus flying, your son Dussa- } 


sana, 


7- Stood fearlessly before Satyaki affiict- 
ing him with his arrows. He then pierced 
the latter’s charioteer with three and his 
steeds with four arrows ; 


8. Then piercing Satyaki himself with a 
set of hundred arrows, he uttered his war- 
ery. Thereupon O mighty monarch, that 
descendant of Aladhu’s race, being worked 
up with rage 

9. Rendered Dussasana’s car, charioteer, 
and standard invisible with his swift flying: 
arrows. He then entirely shrouded tie 
heroic Dussasana with his shafts. 


Io. That subduer of foes then quickly 
covered Dussasana with his arrows like a 
spider entangling a gnat in its web. 

tr. Beholding Dussasana thus covered 
by the shafts of Satyaki, king Duryodhana 
urged the Trigarttas towards the car of Yu- 
yudhana. 


12. Then three thousand warriors of the 
Trigartta clan versed in battling and of 
cruel deeds, reaching tke car of Yuyu- 
dhana, 


13. Surrounded the latter 
mighty division of their cars. 


with the 
They set 
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their hearts firmly on fighting and took ler- 
rible oaths. 


14. As they rushed to battle discharging 
showers of arrows, Yuyudhana crushed five 
hundred of their foremost warriors that 
marched in their front. 


15. They then began to fall down slain 
quickly by the arrows of that foremost of 
Sinis, like trees broken by the force of the 
wind falling down from the top of the 
mountain. 


16. ‘The field of battle, overspread with 
mangled elephants, O king, and broken 
standards, and fallen bodies of horses 
furnished with golden traces, and wounded 
and cut by the arrows of Sini's grandson and 
rolling in their blood, looked beautiful like a 
plain covered over with Kizsuka trees 
decked with blossoms. 


18. Then all those warriors of yours, 
slain in battle by Yuyudhana, were unable 
to find outa protector like elephants sunk 
in deep mire. 


19. hereafter terrified all of them pro- 
ceeded towards the car of Drona like 
mighty snakes entering their holes from 
fear of the king of birds (Garuda), 


20. Slaying five hundred warriors with 
his arrows resembling snakes of virulent 
poison, the heroic Satyaki proceeded slow- 
ly towards the car of Dhananjaya. 


21. Then as that foremost of men was 
proceeding your son Dussasana pierced him 
quickly with nine shafts of depressed knots. 


22. Him the fierce bowmen Satyaki 
pierced in return with five sharp shafts, all 
straight flying, and furnished with golden as 
well as vullerine wings. 


2 But O Bharata, Dussasana, smiling 
alittle, pierced Satyaki O king, first with 
three and then with five shafts. 


23) 


24. Thereupon the grandson of Sini 
wounding your son with five swift-coursing 
arrows cut off the latter’s bow and then 
smiling a little proceeded towards Arjuna. . 


25. Therat Dussasana, highly enraged 
and desirous of slaying the Vrishni hero as 
he was procecding, hurled at him a lance 
capable of penetrating through all things. 


26. But that dreadful lance hurled by 
your son, Satyaki cut off, O king, with 
whetted shafts furnished with wings of the 
Kanka bird. 


27. O ruler of men, then your son taking 
up another bow pierced Satyaki with his 
arrows and then uttered a loud war-cry. 


28. Thereat Satyaki waxing wroth, 
stupified your son, and struck himon the 
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centre of his chest with arrows resembling 
tongues of fire. 


29. He’ then once more pierced Dussa- 
sana with eight arrows made completely of 
iron and of sharp heads. Dussasana in 
return pierced Satyaki with twenty shafts 
of eminent parts. 


30. He, of the Satwata race of eminent 
parts O mighty monarch, again pierced 
him on the breast with three arrows of 
straight knots. 


31. Then that mighty car-warrior, 
highly inflamed with rage, slew Dussa- 
sana’s steeds with sharp arrows, and his 
charioteer with numerous shafts of de- 
pressed knots. 


32. Versed in the use of many excellent 
weapons Satyaki then cut off Dussasana’s 
bow with a single valla, his gloves with 
five and his chariot and chariot shaft, with 
a couple of broad-headed arrows. 


33. With sharp shafts he cut off his two 
Parshni drivers. Then Dnssasana, de- 
prived of his car, with his bow burst open, 
his charioteer and steeds slain, 

34. Was carried away by the com- 
mander of the Trigartta divisions on his 
own chariot. O Bharata, then the grand- 
gon of Sini once more assailed him. 

35.—36. But he refrained from slaying 
him remembering the words of Bhimasena. 
O Bharata, amidst the assembly Bhima- 
sena before swore to slay your sons. Then 
Satyaki, vanquishing Dussasana, quickly 

roceeded in the track in which Dhananjaya 
had proceeded, O king. 

Thus ends the one hundred twent-third 
chapter the defeat of Dussasana, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


—_—— 


CHAPTER CXXIV. 
(JAYADRATHA BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Was there then, O Sanjaya, no 
mighty car-warrior_ in my entire army W o 
eould resist or slay Satyaki as he proceeded 
forward ? 


Danavas. 
3. Perhaps the 
Satyaki passed was € 


track through which 








mpty. Possessed of à 
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prowess in the true sense of the term, he 
alone has crushed numerous hosts, of mine, 


4. Tell me O Sanjaya, how the single- 
panded grandson Sini passed through that 
ost of mine, which was fighti i 
ered eS ighting vigorously 


4 . 
Sanjaya said :— 

5. O monarch, the exertion and dir 
that were then made by your troops, O king, 
teeming with cars, elephants, foot-soldiers, 
resembled that which occurs at the end of 
a Yuga. 


6. O bestower of honor, when your 
assembled host daily increased in numerical 
strength before, I thought that another 
muster like that of your army kad never 
been on earth. 


7. The Gods and the Charanas that then 
came there said—“ this muster will be the 
last of ‘its kind on the earth.” 


8. O king, the array, which was formed 
by Drona in view of a slaughter of Jaya- 
dratha, was such that its equal had never 
been formed on the face of the earth. 


g. Then the din that was made by the 
armies as they rushed to battle with one an- 
other, was as tremendous as ane created by 
the ocean agitated with the vehemence of a 
mighty tempest. 

to. In those two assembled hosts of the 
Pandavas and the Kurus, O foremost of 
men, innumerable rulers of earth, numbering 
by hundred, and thousand, were enrolled. 


11. Horripilating, dreadful and defean- 
ing was the uproar set up by those enraged 
heroes of resolute decds, as they proceedcd 
to battle. 

12. Then Bhimasena, Dhristadyumna, 
Nakula, Sahadeva, the virtuous king 
Yudhisthira, O sire, exclaimed saying :— 

13. ‘Come, strike, rush quickly ; the two 
heroes, the scion of Madhu's race and the 
son of Pandu, have entered into the Kuru 
army. 

14. Do you so act, as they may proceed” 
easily towards the chariot of Jayadratha. 
Speaking thus, they urged their troops on. 

15—16. (They again said) —"'If those 
two heroes be slain, then the Kurns will 
have their objects fulfilled and we shall be 
defeated. ‘Therefore do you united exert 
yourselves for agitating this host, like the 
tempest of tremendous vehemence agitating 
the ocean. O king, urged on by the 
Panchala prince and by Bhimasena, 

17—18. They fell to slaughter the Kurus 
thoroughly disregarding their own dear 
lives. Possessed of great energy, all of 
them desiring death in battle, at the 
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edge of weapons, i 
heaven, showed not the least regard for their 
lives in fighting for the good of their friends, 
so also, O monarch, your warriors, desirous 
of great renown, 


19. And setting their hearts resolutely 
on battle, remained on the field, deter- 
mined to fight to the bitter end. In that 
dreadful and horible battle, 


20—22. Satyaki having vanquished all 
the warriors advanded towards Arjuna. 
The combatants were compelled to turn their 
eyes away from the coats of mails 
covering the warriors, as they reflected the 
rays of the sun directly. O monarch, Dur- 
yodhana then penetrated through the mighty 
host of the illustrious sons of Pandu striving 
hard in battle. Then the battle that was 
there fought between him and them was 
extremely terrible and the carnage horrible. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


23. When the Pandava host was thus 
advancing and when he was involved in 
great danger, | hupe, © son of a charioteer, 
Duryodhana did not turn his back on the 
field of battle. 


24. That battle between the one and the 
many, that one again being a king by birth, 
seems to me to be very unfair. 


25. Brought up in great luxury, attended 
with great prosperity and the ruler of the 
worlds, that single-handed son of mine, I 
hope, did not turn his face away from the 


field of battle, encountering odds in 
battle. 
Sanjaya said :— 

26. he battle, O king, that was then 


fought, between your son on the one 
side, and the numerous Pandavas on the 


other, was indeed wonderful. Hear meas 
I relate it. 


27. Then the Pandava troops were com- 
pletely crushed by Duryodhana like a forest 
of lotuses destroyed by an elephant. 


28. Then, O king, beholding the troops 
shattered by your son, the Panchalas 


headed by Biimasena, rushed upon Duryo- 
dhana, 


29. Thereupon your son pierced Bhima 
sena, the son of Pandu, with ten shafts and 
each of the twins Nakula and Sahadeva 
with three and the virtuous king Yudhis- 
thira with seven. 3 


30. He pierced Virata and Drupada 
with six, Sikhadin with a hundred, Dhrista- 


dyumna with twenty and the sons of Drau- 
padi with three arrows each. 


with a view to attain to | 
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31. He then cut off many other warriors 
hundreds in number, and elephants and 
cars in battle with his fierce shafts, like the 
wrathful god of Death slaying the created 
beings. 


32. Owing to his skill acquired through 
practies and to the powers of his weapons, 
he appeared, when striking down his foes, 
to weild his bow, continuously drawn toa 
circle. whether when aiming or discharging 
his shafts. 


33, Then men beheld his mighty bow of 
golden staff, as he slew his foes, to be al- 
ways drawn to a circle. 


34. Thereafter king Yudhisthira cut off 
with a Pair of Vallas the bow of your son, 
who had been exerting to the best of his 


ı prowess in battle, O foremost of the Kurus, 


, excellent shafts all well-directed. 


He then pierced the latter with ten 
But strik- 


35: 


i ing against Duryodhana’s armour they were 
i shattered into pieces and fell down on the 


earth. 


36. Then the Parthas filled with delight 
surrounded Yudhisthira, like the celestials 
and the sages surrounding Sakra on the 
occasion of the slaughter of Vritra. 


37- Thereafter your highly puissant son 
Duryodhana taking up another bow and 
addressing king Yudhisthira saying “wait 
wait” rushed against that son of Pandu. 


38. Then beholding your son rush to 
battle with fury, the Panchalas always 


intent on securing victory received him with 
delight. 


39. Drona then encountered that division 
of the Panchalas, from a desire for rescuring 
the king, like a mountain withstanding 
masses of rain-charged clouds driven by 
the tempest. 


40. Thereupon, O king, there commenced 
a awful cambat making the hair stand 
erect between the Pandavas and your 
troops, O mighty-armed one. 


41. The carnage was terrible like that 
when Rudra slays in sport all creatures at 
the end of a Fuga. Then arose a loud up- 
roar at the place where Dhananjaya was. 


42, That sound surpassed all other 
sounds and O lord, made the hairs stand 
erect. ‘Thus, O mighty-armed one, the 
battle between Arjuna and your warriors 
Went on (with unmitigated fury). 


43: ‘Thus progressed the battle between 
Satyaki and your men, in the centre of 
your army and there also raged the battle 


between Drona and his enemies at the head 
of his array. i 
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44. Thus continued that dreadful des- 
truction of creatures when, O ruler of men, 
Arjuna, Drona and the mighty car-warrior 
Satyaki were excited with wrath. 


Thus end, the one hundred and twenty- 


fourth chapter, the fierce fight, in the 


Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTERCXXV. 


J AYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. On the afternoon, O mighty monarch» 
a terrible battle was fought between Drona 
and the Somakas,—battle whose din resem- 
bled the rumble of the rain cloud Parjannya 
itself. 

2. That best of heroes among men, 
mounted on his chariot to which were 

oked red steeds, vis Drona then assailed 
the Pandavas, firmly resolved to fight with 
them. 

3—4 That ferce bowman, endued with 
great might and energy, that hero ever 
engaged in doing good to yourself, that 
one born in an excellent jar, that puissant 
son of Bharadwaja, slaying, O king, many 
best of heroes among the enemy, appeared 
O Bharata, to sport on the field of battle. 

5. Him encountered Vrihadkshatra that 
mighty car-warrior among the Kekayas, the 
eldest of his five brothers and difficult of 
being resisted in battle. 

6. Discharging sharp arrows incessantly, 
he afllicted the preceptor sorely, like a 
mighty cloud afflicting the mountain 
Gandhamadana by pouring its watery con- 
tents on it. 

At him, O mighty monarch, excited 
with wrath Drona sped ten and five shafts, 
all whetted on stone, and furnished with 
wings of gold. 

8. Then Vrihadkshatra cheerfully cut off 
each of those arrows shot by Drona and 
looking likej so many enraged snakes of 
virulent poison, with five shalts of his own. 

. Then secing his lightness of hands, 


that foremost of the regenerate ones smiga 
ped at him eight shafts o 


hot from 


10. Beholding those shafts $ 


Drona’s bow coursing SW! 
self, Vrihadkshatra baffled them 1n ttle 
r harp arro 


with.an. equal number ot $ 


by ' 
26 


11. Then your troops, O mighty monarch 
were filled with surprise, beholding Vrihade 
kshatra achieve that very difficut feat. 

12, ‘Thereupon, O king, applaudin: 
Vrihadkshatra, Drona invoked ie aoe 
tence the invincible Bramha-weapon of 
celestial make. 

13. Beholding that woapon discharged 
by Drona in battle, the Kekaya prince, Q 
foremost of kings, cut down that weapon 
with his own Brahma weapon. 

14. Then O Bharata, when the Brahma 
weapon had been baffled, Vrihadkshatra, 
pierced the Brahmana with sixty shafts, 
whetted on stone, and fnrnished with 
wings of gold. 

15. Then that foremost of men Drong 
directed several Nucharas at him; these 
Naracharas penetrating through his armour 
entered the carth. 

16. Like, O best of kings, black snakes 
freed from their sloughs, entering into 
their holes in anthills, those arrows penetra- 
ting through the Kekaya prince entered the 
earth. 

17. Then, O mighty monarch, deeply 
pierced with the arrows of Drona, the Kai- 
kaya prince excited to the highest pitch of: 
fury began to roll his charming eyes- 

18. He then pierced "Drona with sevent 
shafts whetted on stone and furnished wit! 
golden wings; he pierced the latter's 
fharioteer in his vital parts with (fierce) 
darts. 

19. O sire, Drona then pierced with 
numerous arrows by the Kekaya prince 
Vrihatkshatra, sped athis car many arrows 
of extreine sharpness. 

20. Then confounding that mighty cate 
warrior Vrihatkshatra, Drona slew his four 
steeds with four winged shafts. 

21. Hethen felled the former's charioteet 
from his niche on the car, with a single 
arrow. Cutting off his standard and ums 
brella with another two arrows, he felled 
them on the ground. 

22. Then that foremost among the re- 
generate ones, with a well directed Naracha 
pierced Vrihatishatra on his breast, where- 
upon the latter then fell down, with his 
heart torn opens 

23. When Vrihatkshatra that mighty 
car-watrior was thus slain, O king the son 
of Sisupala highly enraged addressing his 
charioteer said : 

24. uO charioteer, proceed to the spot 


where the cuirasse Drona _ stan 
slaughtering the Kekaya, 
divisions." i 


$02 


“48. Hearing those words ‘of that’ fore- 
most of car-warriors, the charioteer took him 
to the spot where Drona was, by means of 
his fleet steeds of IXamvoja breed. 


26. Then swelling with his might, that 
foremost of the Chedis, vis. Dhristaketu 
rushed upon Drona for slaughtering him, 
‘hike a fly falling upon fire. 


27. He then pierced Drona and 
steeds, chariot and standard, with sixty 
shafts. And once more he struck his ad- 
sversary. with sharp arrows, like a. man 
srousing a sleeping tiger. 

.28. “Then Drona, with a sharp razor- 
"faced:arrow winged with feathers of vultures, 
cut off in the middle, the bow of that mighty 
¢warrior striving in battle. « 


29. Thereupon that son of Sisupala, 
‘hat mighty car-warrior, taking up another 
bow pierced Drona with: numerous shafts 
equipped with wings of the feathér of the 
peacock and the Kanka bird. 


go. Then Drona slaying with four arrows 
‘his four steeds, smilingly severed the head 
of his charioteer from his trunk. : 


31. Hethen pierced Dhristaketu himself 
with twenty five arrows. ‘he prince of the 
Chtedis then leaping off from his chariot, 
grasped a mace, 


32—33. And hurled it at the son of Bha- 
radwaja like an enraged she-snake. Be- 
holding that heavy mace endued with the 

rengthr of adamant : and adorned with 
gold, course towards himself like the last 
might ‘of a man’s .existence, the son of 
Bharadwaja cut it: off with many thousands 
vf whetted .arrows. 


34. Cut off by numerous shafts by the 
6en-of Bharadwaja that mace, O sire, fell 
down, O. Kourava, filling the earth with the 
noise it created. 


35. Beholding the mace repulsed, the 
valiant Dhristaketu hurled at Drona first 
a.lance and then a javelin decked with gold, 

36; Drona then cutting off that lance 
with five shafts, cut off the dart with 
another. five. Then both those missiles 
gut off, dropped on the ground like’ two 
Snakes torn to pieces by Garuda. 


.37- Thereafter the highly puissant son- 
of Bharadwaja shot a ae Te the des- 
truction of Dhristaketn who was striving 
‘to slay him. 


38. Penetrating through the breast- 
late and the breast of Dhristaketu of 
infinite energy, that dart entered the earth 
-like a swan ‘diving into a lake Overgrown 
with lotuses. ; 


- -pgo Like'sa hungry jay- catching ‘and 


his 


devouring a little insect, Drona -of-'great - 
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heroism devoured Dhrisfaketu ír -hat 
battle. I 
40. When the Chedi ruler was thus 


slain, his son versed in the use of excellent! 
weapuns became excited with wrath end 
sought to achieve the task his father left 
undone. 


41. Him also Drona smilingly dsepatch- 
ed to the mansion of Death by means ol 
his shafts, like a large and ferocious tiger 
slaying a young deer in the deep forest. 


42. While the Pandava troops were being 
thus reduced jn number, O Bharata, -the 
brave son of Jarasandha rushed against 
Drona. 


43. Then with his arrowy showers he 
quickly rendered Drona in visible, like the 
clouds rendering the sun invisible. : 


44. Beholding- that lightness of hands 
displayed by kim, Drona, that crusher of 
Kshatriyas, began tò discharge arrows by 
hundreds and thousands, sy 


45. Then Drona completely covering 
that foremost of car-warriors nam $; Jarat 
sandha’s son iding on a golden chariot, 
quickly slew him, before the very'eyes of all 
the warriors. 


46. Whoever then was carried before 
Drona, he became his destroyer. And 
like Death at the time of the dissolution, 
he wrested the lives out of all creatures. ` 


47. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, 
proclaiming his name in the battle, Drona 
began to cover the Pandava troops with 
his thousands of shafts. 


48. . Shot by Drona, those arrows with 
his name engraved on them and whetted on 
stone, began to despatch men, elephants, 
and horses by hundreds in that battle. 


49. Then like mighty Asuras slain by 
Takra, they were being slaughtered by 
Drona. The Panchalas then began to 
tremble like kine afflicted with the chill of 
winter, 

50.: When, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
the Pandava troops were thus being 
slaughtered by Drona, a loud wail of agony 
was uttered by them. : 


5!. Scorched with the rays of the suri 
and wounded with the arrows of Drona, the 
Panchalas, panic struck as they were, be- 
came seized with anxiety, 


52. Confounded by the net-work of 
arrows shot by Bharadwaja’s son; the 
Panchala warriors then thought themselves 
to be seized by the thighs by alligators. ` 

53. But after a while, O mighty 
moharch;: the Ghedis, the- Srinjayas oy 
Kasis, and the Kosalas, cheerfully “tuhé 
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against the son of Bharadwaja from a 
desire for battle. 


i 

54. The Chedis, the Pandavas, and the 
Panchalas then addressed one another 
saying—Drona ts slain, Drona is slain. 
Thus speaking they assailed Drona. 


55. Then those foremost of men fell 
upon Drona of great effulgence in that 
battle, desirous of despatching the latter to 
the abodes of Death. 


56. As. those heroes were struggling 


against him, the son ot Bharadwaja with 
his arrows, despatched them to the regions 
of Death, specially those foremost among 
the Chedis. 


57. When the best warrior of the Chedis 
were becoming reduced in number, the 
Panchalas began to tremble, being afflicted 
by the shaftsof Drona. 


58. Beholding those terrible feats of 
Drona, O sire they began to exclaim aloud 
saying, ‘O Bharata,’ ‘Oh Bhimasena,’ ʻO 
Dhristadyumna,’ 

59. They said :—Surely this Brahmana 
bas practised mighty ascetic austerit-es, by 
virtue of which enraged in battle he is 
consuming these foremost of Kshatriyas. 


“60. The duty of a Kshatriya is to fight, 
and that of a Brahmana to practise severe 
austerities. He has practised austerities 
and is skilled in the use of weapons and so 
he burns down by his very glances. 


“61. The foremost of the Kshatriyas en- 
tering into the blazing fire of Drona, dread- 
{al and unquenchable, are being burnt 
down, O Bharat . 

62. The highly effulgent Drona putting 
forth his prowess and his strength, is con- 
founding all creatures and is slaying all our 
troops.’ 

Š 63—64. Hearing those words of the 
PB.achalas, Kshatradharma withstood 
Drona. Then the mighty Kshatradharma 
filled with rage, cut off with a morat 
shaped arrow Drona’s bow with shafts fixe 
on its string. ‘hereat excited t t s 
highest pitch of fury that crusher O 
Kshatriyas viz Drona, 

65. Took up another bow, resplendent 
and capable of bearing great Bie 
Placing on its string a sharp arrow ta 
the foe, `` ; 

66. The puissant _ Preceptor let it go 
nE the’ bow-string back to anena 
ears. That arrow then killing Ks na 
man: fell down on the Earth's surface. i 

Z7. Wih his heart cleft open, he, Tel 
down on the ground from his vehicle. po 

i dyumnas..son, ` 
the . death .of Dhrishtady n 
troops began to tremble (in tear}. 
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' 68. Thereafter the mighty CHekitana en- 
countered Drona, and piercing the latter 


with. ten -arrows once more wounded him 
’ 
on the breast, 


69. He wounded Drona’s charioteer with 
four and his four steeds with another four 
arrows. The preceptor then pierced’ the 


right arm of his adversary with sixteen ar- 
rows, 


70. He pierced his standard with sixteen! 
and his charioteer with seven shafts. 
When-Chekitana's charioteer was killed, the‘ 


horses ran wildly dragging the car along’ 
with them, ; 


71. Then, o sire, beholding the horseless 
and the driverless chariot of Chekitana 
covered with Drona's arrow in battle, 


72—73. The Pandavas and the Panchalas 
were seized with a great panic; then routing. 
completely those assembled host of heroes 
consisting of Chedis, Panchalas and the 
Srinjayas, Drona appeared highly beautiful, 
O sire. With his hoary locks flowing down 
to the ear, blue in complexion, full eighty- 
five years of age, 

74. The venerable Drona, though bur- 
dened with the weight of years then moved 
on the field like a youth of sixteen. ThenO 
mighty monarch, as Drona careered fear- 
lessly on the field of battle, 


75. His adversaries considere him to 
be none other than Indra himself armed 
| with the thunder. Then, O king, the 
intelligent, Drupada thus spoke :— 





76. ‘Like a hungry tiger slaying inferior 

animals, Drona is slaying these Kshatriyas. 

| Surely the wicked Duryodhana will obtain 
very miserable regions after Death. 


77. Itis through his cavetousness that 
these foremost of the Kshatryas are lying 
prostrate on the field of battle being slain 
by hundreds, like so many quartered bovine 
bulls, 

78. Weltering in blood and being the 
food of the jackals and the dogs.” O 
mighty monarch, thus speaking, that com- 
mander cf a Aukshauhini, Drupada, placing 
the Parthas before him, quickly rushed. 
against Drona. 

Thus ends the one jee ee twenty 

th chapter, the desplay of Drona’s pro- 
Ue A the G EATE of the 
Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTER CXXVI. 


(JAYADRATH A-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

x. When the armies of the Pandavas 
were thus being agitated on all sides, the 
Pandavas and thè Panchalas, together with 
the Somakas retreated to a great dis- 
tance. 

2, When, O Bharata, that fierce and 
horripilating battle was raging furiously, 
it appeared that the hour cf the world’s 
dreadful dissolution had arrived. 


3. When Drona was desplaying his 
prowess in battle, and constantly roaring, 
and when the Pandus, the Panchalas 
were being slaughtered and reduced in 
number, 

4. King Yudhisthira the virtuous could 
not find any protector for himself. And O 
foremost of kings, he thought —'how will it 
end’. 

5. Then longingly looking on all direc- 
tions with the desire of having a sight of 
Partha, Yudhisthira was disappointed, and 
saw neither Arjuna nor Madhava 


6. Hecould not then find that foremost 
of men having the monkey-chicf for the 
device on his banner ; and could not also 
hear the twang of the Gandiva bow. Fie 
therefore became greatly depressed. 


7. Without finding also that foremost of 
the Vrishnis namely Satyaki, that great car- 
warrior, king Yudhisthira the virtuous be- 
came overwhelmed with anxious thought 
and his limbs became weak. 


8. Then getting no information whatever 
of those two best of men, the very virtuous 
king Yudhisthira obtained no peace of mind. 
The high-souled king then afraid of the re- 
proaches of the world, 


9. Began to think of the car of Sini’s 
grandson:—"‘In the track of Phalguna, 
I have sent 


to. Sini’s grandson Satyaki, that one of 
true prowess, that giver of assurances to his 
friends. My. anxiety tha. was for one only, 
ig now for two, Satyaki and Arjuna. 

Jt. I should now get information both 
of Satyaki and of Dhananjaya. Having 
sent Satyaki in the track of andu’s son 
Arjuna, 

t2. Whom shall I now sent in the 
track of that satwata hero, If now 


‘T strive to get information of my brother 


only, 
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13. Not-taking any care for Yuyudhana, 
the world will blame me and say :—''King 
Yudhisthira the virtuous enquiring after his 
brother, 


14—15. Neglects Satyaki of the Vrishni 
race, that hero of infallible prowess. Afraid 
as l am of the reproaches of men, I shall 
send Pritha's son Vrikodara in the track of 
the illustrious scion of Madhu’s race. The 
affection I bear for that slayer of foes viz. 
Arjuna, 


16, Is inno way greater than that I bear 
for that invincible hero of the Satwata 
race. That delighter of Sini’s race, has 


been entrusted with a commission on my 
behalf. 


17. That mighty-warrior has cither for 
the sake of a friend’s words, or for the sake 
of his honor, has plunged into the Bharata 
host, like Makara entering into the ocean. 


18. Hark the loud noise of the battle 
that the unretreating heroes are fighting 
with that intelligent champion of the Vrishni 
race ! 


19—20. Surely the odds are too many 
for him. It is therefore high time that I 
should think of rescuing him. It appears 
proper to me that armed with the bow, the 
son of Pandu vis Bhimasena should 
procecd to the spot where those two mighty 
car-warriors are. There is scarcely any- 
thing on earth that Bhima can not bear. 


21. Exerting his best, he can alone with- 
stand all the bowmen of the world, De- 
pending on the prowess of his own arms, 
he can make head against all enemies. 


22. With the help of the strength of 
arms of that hero of illustrious soul, we have 
been able to come back from our exile, and 
have never been defeated in battle. 


23. If now Bhimasena goes to their 
rescue, Satwata and Phalguna will finda 
competent protector in his self. 


24. Surely I should not cherish any anxiety 
for those two heroes, as both of them are 
versed in the use of all weapons and are 
protected by theson of Vasudeva himself, 


25. However, itis my duty to make mye 
self altogether unaxious on_their account. 
Therefore should I cugage Bhima to follow 
in the track of the Satwata hero. 


26. Having done this, I should thaink 
my arrangements for the protection © 
Satyaki complete.” Thus resolving in 
mind, king Yudhisthira the virtuous, 


27. Thus spoke to his charioteer :—Take 
me to the spot where Bhima is.” Hearing 
the words of the virtuous king Yudhisthira, 
the charioteer versed in the art of horses 

riving, 





i mighty armed one, 
an 
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29. Drove that chariot adorned with 
old, near where Bhimas was. Reaching 
hima, the king remembering the cxe- 
gencies of the hour, | 


29. Became totally overwheimed with 
grief, and entreated Bhima with numerous | 
prayers. Then overwhelmed as he was with | 
grief, the king summoned Bhima, near him, | 


30—31. Then Yudhisthira the son of 
Kunti addressing him said:—“O Bhima, | 
1 do not see the banner-device of that 
younger brother of mine, who on a single 
car vanquished the eclestials, the Gan- 
dharvas and the Daityas in battle.” There- 
upon Bhima addressing the virtuous Yudhis- 
thira who was in that pitiable plight said :— 





32, “Never before did I see you 
afflicted with such great grief. In days 
gene by, you were our only comforter when | 
we were afflicted with extreme distress. 

33. Arise, arise, O foremost of kings! 
Command me what act of yours shall I co? | 
O giver of honors, there is nothing which I | 
can not accomplish. | 


34-35. O foremost of the Kurus, command 
me! Let not your heart give way to grief.” 
Then king Yudhisthira, with a cheerless 
countenance and tearful eyes, said these ! 
words to Bhimasena sighing likea svake. | 
“Inasmuch as I do hear tie blast of thẹ 
conch Panchajannya, 





36. Filled with the breath of the illus- 
trious and highly courageous son of 
Vasudeva, I infer that your brother Dhan- 
anjaya today is slain on the field of battle. 





37. Upon the slaughter of Arjuna, surely 
Janarddana is fighting. That hero’ on 
whose indomitable prowess the Pandavas 
rely, 

8. Hetowhom we turn for help, liite 
the celestials turning to the thousand-eyed 
deity at the times of our sorest calamities, 
surely that hero is now agitating the 
Bharata hosts in search of the ruler of 
the Sindhus. 


39. O Bhima, we havescen him (Arjuna) 
one, but we shall never see him return l 
‘Alas for Arjuna of dark-blue complexion 
who is youthfui in years), possessed of cur ing 
locks exceedingly charming, handsome and a 
mighty car-wartior, 
east, mighty arms, p9S- 
ee Eioey at an infariate elephant, 
e Chakara, that ins- 
of the foes? 


40. 
sessed of the 
of eyes like those of th 
pirer of terror into the heart 

41. Good betide you! 2 ee ay foes, 
is i i se of my f, 
chis naredi i for the sake of Arjuna 


for that of the Satwata hero, 


_ 42. My grief is ever increasing, like fire 
increasing when libation of clarified butter 
is poured on it. I do not see the device on 
his banner, and this adds to my griei and 
anxicty all the more. 


43. Upon the slaughter of your brother, 
surely Krishna conversant with all modes 
of warfare, is battling with the Kurus. Bring 
me the inteliigence of that foremost of men, 
and of that mighty car-warrior of the 
Vrishni race, 


44. Who has ere now followed in the 
track of your brother that mighty car- 
warrior. lam also overwhelmed with dis- 
tress on account of this last-mentioned 
mighty arm-hered. 


45- Oson of Kunti do you hie yourseli 
to the spot where Dhananjaya and) Satyaké 
of great energy, have gone! This indeed is 
your duty. š 

46. O my most dutiful brother, carry 
out my behests as I am your elder brother. 
Think that Satyaki is dearer to you than 
your brother Arjuna (so try to help Satyaki 
the more). 


47. O son of Pritha, desirous of doing 
me good, he has gone in search of Dhanan- 
jaya in an impassable track dreadful and ia 
capabie of ing followed upon by warriors 
of inferior skill. 

48. Beholding Krishnaand Arjuna and 
the Satwata hero Satyaki sound and alive, 
inform me of the fact, O son of Pandu, by 
uttering your war-cry alous. 

Thusends the one hundrcd and twenty 
sixth chapter, the anxiciy of Yudhisthira, 
tn thie Fayadratha-baiha of the Drone 
Parva. 





CHAPTER CXXVII. 


(JAYADRATHA- BADHA PARVA)— 
Con tinued. 


Bhima said :— 

1. Riding on the chariot formerly ridden 
by Brahma, Ishana, Indra and Varuna, 
Arjuna and Krishra have proceeded. to 
batile! They cin have no fear. : 

2. However, placing your command on 
my lead, benold, I procecd. Lo not 
give way to grief. Returning, | shall 
bring you intelligence of those foremost of 
men. 


Sanjaya said :— 


Having thus spoken, the highly 
powerful Bhimasena prepared to go having 
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given over the charge of protecting Yudhis- 
@iira to Dhristadyumna and other friends 
ófthe Pandavas. 


“4. The puissant Bhima then addressing 
Dhristadyumna said these words. “O 
nighty-armed one, itis all known to you, 
that Drona the mighty car-warrior.”’ 


g. Is ever watchful for capturing the 
very virtuous king Yudhisthira. O son of 
Prisata, when I am gone, there should be 
no other duty of yours, 


*6. Graver than that which enjoins you 
fo look after the king—a duty which -is 
italy important to ourselves. King 
udhisthira, the son of Pritha, has 
commanded me to go, I venture not to con- 
tradict him. 
..7. Now I am proceeding to the spot 
Where the doomed ruler of the Sindhus is. 
It is my duty to carry out the commands of 
Me very virtuous king Yudhisthira to the 
very letters. 
‘8. I am proceeding in the track of my 
Brother and’ that intelligent scion of the 
Satwata race, namely Satyaki, So to-day, 
do you protect king Yudhisthira the son of 
Pritha in battle, exerting to the best of your 
prowess. 


“9. This indeed should be your foremost 
duty in the course of this fight.” O mighty 
thonarch, Dhristadyumna then replied to 
Vrikodara saying :— 


» to. “I will do, O Pritha’s son, what you 
desire metodo. Go you with your heart 
at rest. Without slaying Dhrishtadyumna 
in battle, Drona 

“ry. Will never succeed in humiliating 


king Yudhisthira the virtuous,” ‘hereafter 
making the charge of protecting the royal 
son of Pandu over to Dhristadyumna, 


12. -And saluting his superiors and elder 
brother, Bhima proceeded in the track of 
Phalguna. ‘That son of Kunti was then, O 


arata, embraced by the virtuous kin 
Yudhisthira. 4 


13. The latter then smelt the crown of 
his head, and pronounced ‘blessings on him. 
Fhen’ cifcumambulating hosts of Brah- 
manas gratified and worshipped with pre- 
sents, 


14. And touching the eight kinds of aus- 
pidou articles, and drinking Kailataka 

oney, that hero with his eyes rolling and 
“red in intoxication, felt his strength to be 
doubled. 


15. The Vipras performed propitiatory 
rites for his benefit. Omens indicative of 
victory greeted his sight. Beholding these 
indications he experienced the pleasures- of 
viclery. if anticipation, sE 


mace) 
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16. Auspicious winds began fo blow in]. 
cating his success in the coming encounter,” 
Then the mighty-armed Bhimasena covered 
with armour, graced with beautiful 
rings, z 

17. Adorned with Angadas, and. his 
hands protected with leathern gloves, 
mounted on his car. His precious armour 
made of steel and adorned with gold, 


18. Looked beautiful like a mighty cloud 
fringed with streaks of lightning. Attired 
beautifully in yellow, red, white and sable 
garments, 


eara, 


19. And with his neck protected with a 
neck-protector, he looked beautiful like a 
mass of cloud bearing the bow of Indra 
(rainbow). When Bhima was on the point 
ol proceeding to battle against your troops, 


go. The fierce blare of the conch Pan- 
chajannya, O ruler of men, was once more 
heard. Hearing that dreadful blast 
capable of inspiring terror into the three 
worlds, 


21. The very virtuous king Yudhisthira 
once more addressing Bhima of mighty 
arms said :—'Hark the sound of the conch 
(water-born) blown by the foremost of the 
Vrishni race, 


22. Reverberating through the terres 
trial and the aerial regions! Surely Savya- 
sachin havirg been involved in great dan- 
ger, 


23—24, The wilder of the mace and the 
discus is battling with the Kurus! Surely 
numerous inauspicious omens are to-day 


being seen by the venerable Kunti, and 
Drupadi and Gieda and all their friends. 
Vherefore, O Bhima, at the top of your 
speed, proceed to the spot where Dhanan- 
jaya is. f 

25. O son of Pritha, the cardinal and 
subsidiary quarter appear to me to be void, 
in consiquence of my unsatisfied desire tc 


see Dhananjaya and that hero of the Satwa- 
ta race.” 


26. Then Vrikodara was repeatedly 
urged on by his elder brother, with the 
words “Proceed Proceed.” ‘Therefore O 
king, that highly puissant son of Pandu- 
namely Bhimasena, . 


27. Covering his fingers with protectors 
made of leather, took up his bow. Urged on 
by his elder brother, that brother Bhima-. 
sena devoted as he was to the interests of 
his brothers, 


28. Caused drums to be struck up. Then 
he blew his conch with great force, and 


uttering his W§T-cries, began to twang his: 


bow. 


se 
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+729. With that sound, causing the hearts 
of his énemies to be depressed, he rushed 
upon the foe, assuming a dreadful aspect. 


` go. Fleet steeds, obedient to the reins, 
and of the foremost breed, neighing furious- 
ly, bore him. ‘hose steeds of the fleetness 
of the wind or the mind, were driven by 
¥Visoka himself. 


a 31, Drawing and rubbing and stretching 


~ with his hands the string of his bow, that son 


of Pritha began to crush and kill the van- 
guard of the enemy. 


32. Then as that mighty-armed one pro- 
ceeded onwards, the Panchalas together with 
the Somakas, all endued with heroism, fol- 
lpwed:- him from behind, like the celestials 
following Maghayat. : 

33—35. Then, O mighty monarch, the 

brothers, Dussala, Chitrasena, Kundavedhi, 
Vivinsati, Durmukha, Dussaha, Vikarna, 
Sala, Vindu and Anuvindu, Sumukha, Dir- 
ghavahu, Sudarsana, Mandurakas,Suhasta, 
Susena, Dirghavahu, Abhaya, Raudraka- 
man, ‘Suvarman, and Durvimochana, ap- 
proaching Bhimasena, surrounded him from 
all sides. 
36. Those foremost of car-warriors: 
those heroes and their following troops 
fighting heedfully and falling upon Bhima- 
sena; appeared highly beautiful. 

37. ‘Then that mighty car-warrior en- 
dued-with heroism was surrounded by those 
warriors. Beholding them, the son of Kunti 
the highly powerful Bhimasena, 


. 38. -Furiously fell upon them likea lion 
attacking other inferior animals. Then 
those heroes displaying mighty weapons of 
celestial make, 

39. Covered Bhima with their arrows 
like the clouds covering the sun. Passing 
through all those divisions, Bhima then 
rushed against that of Drona. 

: 40. ‘Then he poured his arrowy shower 
gn the elephant division that was stationed 
in the front. 

--4t. The son of the wind-god, mangling in 
no time that division of elephants, with his 
shafts, caused.it to-give way in all directions. 
Like beasts terrified at thc roar of a Sarabha 
in the forest, 

+ 42. Those elephants began to fly away 
uttering distressful cries. Transgressing 
that division, he quickly assailed that of 
Prona. 

43. Him then the preceptor checked 
like the continent checking the surging 
waves’ of the acean; and then the latter 
smilingly. pierced the former on his forehead 
witha, Varacha . wd : 


44. Thereupon that son ‘of Pandu” 2 
peared beautiful like the sun shootin Aus 
rays only in an upward direction. ‘Uhea 
ae Preceptor considering that, like: Phal» 

a MY 


45. Bhima would also- worship hêm 
addressed the latter saying :—'O ‘Bhimad 
sena, you shall never succeed in penetrating 
into the host of your enemies, oo) 


_ 46. Without, in the first instance-defeat- 
ing myself, O mighty one, who is now you! 
foe. It was with my permission that fdur . 
younger brother, with Krishna, has penea 
trated into this array. ES 
47- But you shall "never be able (or 
allowed) to enter into this division of mine.’? 
Thereupon the dauntless Bhima, hearing 
those words of the preceptor, 


48-49. And waxing wroth, quickly replied 
to Drona with his eyes looking like burnishs 
ed copper :—'‘O vilest of Bralimanag, it cam 
not be that Arjuna has entered ‘this array 
with your permission. He is invincible and 
is competent evento penetrate through the 
army of Sakra himself. It was‘ only fot 
honoring you that he offered you worship. , 

50. But, O Drona, I am no linien 
Arjuna. I am Bhimasena. your- enemy. 
We used to regard you as our father, pre: 
ceptor and friend, and we were like your 
sons. 


51. Thinking thus we used to humble 
ourselves to you. But as you speak -suck 
words to-day, it seems that all that has. been 
changed. 

52. - If you take yourself to be our enemys 
let it be as you think. Myself am Bhima and 
shall do towards you what should be done 
towards a foe,” 

53- Then Bhima whirling his mace.that 
resembled the mace of the Destroyer,.let. i 
go, O king, at Drona; but Drona had 
quickly jumped down from his car. , ay 

The mace then crushed Drona’s cha- 
riot with his horses,charioteer and standak 
then Bhima grinded numerous warriors; 
like the tempest crushing mighty trees. °¢ 





s. But once more your sons surrounded 
that foremost of car warriors. Meanwhile 
that foremost of smiters, Drona mounting 
on another car, ; 


56. Stationed himself at the gate -of the 
array ready to fight with Bhima. O mighty 
monarch, thereupon the puissant Bhimasena, 
waxing wroth, 


57. Covered the car division that was 
then placed before him, with a downpour. 
of arrows... Then: those mighty car-warriorsy 


„your sons, thus wounded.in battle..." ~ ..: 
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58. Endued as they were with great 
srepgth, fought on with Bhima, inspired 
with the hope of victory. Then Dussasana 
excited with wrath, hurled a lance at 
Bhima. 


59: Desirous of slaying the son of Pandu, 
he then threw that lance at the former—lance 
that was made entirely of steel and that was 
exceedingly sharp. Then the mighty lance 
hurled by your son when it was coursing to- 
wards Bhima, 


_ 60—63. Was cut in twain by the fatter 
and that appeared indeed very wonderful. 
Then the son of Pandu endued with great 
prowess, with three sharp arrows, slew the 
three warriors, KKundavedhin, Susena and 
Dirghanetra. Then again he slew the 
heroic Manduraka the bravest of your sons 
and the enhancer of the glory of the Kurus ; 
then Bhima with another three arrows slew 
three other of your sons viz Abhaya, Ru- 
drakarman and Durvimochana. Thus 
slaughtered by the puissant Bhima, your 
sons ,O mighty monarch, 


_ 64. Once more surrounded Bhima that 
foremost of smiters. Then they poured 


their arrows on Pandu’s son of fearful 
Géeds, 


-65-69. Like clouds drenching the mountain 
reast with their contents at the end of sum- 
mer. Like a mountain receiving a shower 
of stones, the son of Pandu then received 
that arrowy shower, and that slayer of foes 
_ was none the less worse for it. Then the 
son of Kunti, as if smiling, despatched with 
his arrows, Vinda and Anuvinda together 
with Suvarman, to the abode of Death. 
Then, O foremost of the Bharatas,he pierced 
in battle, your heroic son Sudarsana, who 
fell down, and died onthe spot. Then inno 
time, the son of Pandu, casting his eyes 
on all’ directions, began to agitate that 
car-host with his (fierce) arrows. Then like 
a herd of deer, terrified at the loud clatter 
of ear-wheels, 





























74. The mighty Bhima then having 
caused that great slapping sound and there 
by striking terror into the host of the enemy 
and slaying many best warriors and passing 
through that division, hied towards the divie 
sion of Drona. 


Thus ends the one hundred and twenty 
seventh chapter, the entrance of Bhima 
in the Kourava host and the display of his 


prowess, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXVIII. 


(JAYADRATH A-BADHA PARVA-—) 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. The Preceptor then, desirous of checks 
ing the progress ‘of the son of Pandu, 
who had now crossed the car-host, began 
to cover him smilingly with his arrows. 


2, ‘Then seeming to dirnk in the arrowy 
showers shot from Drona’s bow and cone 
founding your troops by his illusive powers, 
he began to rush against your sons. 


3. Urged on by your sons, many hinge 
all foremost bowmen, rushing with fores 
began to surround Bhima from all sides. 


4. Then, O Bharata, surrounded by 
them, Bhima smiling and roaring like a 
lion, took up a dreadful mace. 


5. He then with force hurled at them 
that mace capable of destroying the fog; 
like Indra hurling his thunder against his 
enemies. Hurled with force and of great 
strength, 


6. ‘That mace began to crush, O kings 
your troops in battle; and O king, it seemed 
| to fill the earth with its loud noise. 


7. Burning greatly, that dreadful mace 
terrified your sons. Then beholding that 
mace of great momentum wrapt UP 
in blazing flames course towards them- 
selves, 


qo. Your sons, O ruler of men, began to 
désert their ranks; and afflicted with the fear 
of Bhima, they fled with all the speed at 
their command. 


qı- The son of Kunti pursued that 
mighty army of your sons from behind and, 
O king, he began to pierce the Kourava 
hosts right and left. 


72. O mighty monarch, your soldiers then 
thus slaughtered by Bhima, shunning him 


began to fly away, urging their excellent 
steeds to the top of their speed. 


_ 9s: Vanguishing them in battle, the high- 
ly puissant Bhimasena that son of. Pandu, 
‘sent. up. a loud war-cry and began to strike 
tis palms against his arms. : : 


8. Your troops began to fly away utter- 


ing cries. At the unbearable sound of that 
mace, O sirc, 


9. Men began to fall down on the spot 
they stood; and many car-warriors droppe 
down from their cars. Slaughtered by 
Bhima armed with a mace in his hands 
your troops, : 


10—11. Began to fly away terrified from 
the field of battle, like deer attacked by 2 
tiger. The son of Kunti then causing he 
brave adversaries tO fiy, away 


DRONA 


through that division with great Force, like 
Suparna, that king of birds. While Bhima 
that leader of leaders of car hosts was 
thus spreading carnage in your troops, 


12, O mighty monarch, the son of | 


Bharadwaja, | vig. Drona rushed upon 
Bhima, checking the latter with his showers 
of arrows. 


13—14. Then he uttered a loud war-cry, 
inspiring there with the Pandavas with 
terror. Then a dreadful combat commenced 
between the high-soùled Bhima and Drona, 
that resembled that between the Gods and 
the Asuras. Then with the sharp shafts 
shot from the bow of Drona, 


_ 15. Numerous heroes were slain by 
hundreds and by thousands. Then jump- 
ing down from his car, and rushing with 
fury, the son of Pandu, 


16. With his eyes closed, on foot, at- 
tacked Drona. ‘Then like a bovine bull re- 
ceiving a shower of rain without any pain 
whatsoever, 


17—18. Bhima that foremost of men ré- 
ceived that shower of arrows, proceeding 
from Drona’s car. O sire, although wounded 
by Drona in battle,that puissant hero, catch- 
ing hold of the shaft of Drona’s car with his 
hands, over-threw it. Thereupon Drona thus 
over-thrown with vehemence by Bhima, 


19. Mounted on another car, and flew 
towards the gate of the array, and at that 
time, his driver urged his steeds to the top 
of their speed. 


20. _O foremost of the Kurus that 
feat achieved by Bhimasena was indeed 
wonderful. Then the mighty Bhimsena, 
ascending once more his own chariot, 


21. Rushed furiously upon the division 
of your son ; like a tempest crushing rows 
of trees, he then began to crush that host 
of the Kshatriyas. 





22. He then proceeded resisting the hos- 
tile troops like mountains checking the 
surging sea; then coming upon the divi- 
sion of the Bhojas, protected by Hridika’s 
son, 

23. O king, Bhimasena crushes it horri- 
bly and then passed through it. Terrifying 
his enemies with the sound of his palm- 
strokes, O sire, 


24. Bhima defeated them all like a tiger 


defeating a herd of bulls. Then passing 
through the Bhoja and Kamvoja divisions, 


as. And through that of the countless 
Mlechchas, who were all accomplished in 
smiting, Bhima obtained sight of Satyaki, 
the mighty car-warrior engaged in fighting. 


26. He then advanced quickly and re- 
27 
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solutely, desirous of havin sight | 
Dhananjaya. ings AER r 


27. Passing through all your divisions 
then, the son of Pandu obtained a sight of. 
Dhananjaya engaged in battle. me 


28. Then the highly puissant Bhima, 
that foremost of men, seeing Arjuna exert« 
ing vigourously for bringing about the. 
slaughter of the king of the Sindhus, sent 
up a loud war-cry, 


29—30. Like, O king, the clouds roaring 
atthe rainy seasons. ‘Ihat dreadful roar of 
the roaring Bhimasena was then heard, O° 
foremost of the Kurus, by Partha and the son 
of Vasudeva engaged in battle. Those 
two heroes hearing at the sametime the 
war-cry of the mighty Bhima, - 

3t. Themselves began to shout their war- 
cries, desirous of having a sight of Bhima- 
sena. Then Pritha’s sọn Arjuna and he 
of Madhu’s race, both uttering their wat- 
cries, 


32. Rushed upon your army, O mighty 
monarch, like two bovine bulls. Hearing 
the shouts of Bhimasena and those of 
Phalguna the fierce bowman, 


33. The very virtuous king Yudhisthira; 
O` monarch, became greatl delighted. 
Hearing their shouts the king then was re- 
lieved of his burden of anxiety. 


34. That sovereign then become hope- 
ful of Dhananjaya’s success in the battle. 
While the furious Bhima was thus roaring): 


35. The mighty-armed Yudhisthira that 
foremost of all virtuous persons, that son of 
Dharma, reflected smilingly for a while 
and then thus worded the thought that then 
filled his heart. 

6. “O Bhima, you have indeed sent 
me information; you have truly carried out 
the commands of your superior. O. son 
of Pandu, they cannot have any hope of 
victory in battle, whose enemy you your- 
self are. 

37. It is indeed fortunate that Savya- 
sachin, that conqueror of Kuvera still lives. 
It is also fortunate that Satyaki of indomit- 
able prowess is sound and safe. i. 


38. Itis fortunate that I hear the roars 
of the roaring Vasudeva and Dhananjaya. 
He who having vanquished Sakra in battle, 
gratified the God of fire, 

39. It is fortunate, that that slayer of foes 
Phalguna still lives. He depending upon 
whose prowess of arms we live, : 


40—44. Through’ good fortune, that 
Arjuna still lives and is slaughtering his foes. 
He who vanquished with a single bow the 
Daityas Nivata Kavacha who were in 
capable of being defeated even by the 
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celestials themselves, it is indeed fortunate 
that that son of Pritha still lives. He, who in 
the city of the Matsyas defeated the united 
Kouravas come with the intent of seizing 
the cows of the Matasya king, it is indeed 
fortunate that that son of Pritha still lives. 
-~He who by the strength of his arms slew the 
fourteen thousand Kekayas in battle, it is 
‘fortunate that that son of Pritha still lives. 
He who for the sake of rescuing Duryo- 
dhana had vanquished with the force of his 
‘weapons the mighty king of the Gandhar- 
vas, it is fortunate that that son of Pritha 
still lives. Decked with the diadem, and 
garlands, endued with prawess, owning 
white steeds jand having Krishna for his 
‘charioteer, 


45. That Arjuna, ever dear to me, 
through good fortune still lives. Afflicted 
as he is sorely with the grief caused by the 
death of his son, and striving to achieve a 
most difficult feat} 


46. And even now endeavouring to 
‘compass the death of Jayadratha, he that 
hath made a terrible vow, vis., Dhananjaya, 
‘will he succeed in slaying the king of the 
Sindhus in battle ? 


47. Shall I behold Arjuna again before 
the sun set, when he will return having ful- 
filled his vow through the help of Vasu- 
deva’s son ? 


48. Willthe ruler of the Sindhus ever 
anxious for achieving the good of king 
Duryodhana, afford delight unto his foes, 
being slain.by Phalguna. > 


49. Will king Duryodhana, beholding 
theruler of the Sindhus slain by Arjuna, 
conclude peace with ourselves ? 


5o. Will the wicked Duryodhana be- 
holding his brothers slain in battle by 
Bhimasena, conclude peace with us ? 


51. Will the wicked Duryodhana be- 
holding many other mighty warriors slain 
‘and fallen on the field, repent for his own 
folly. 


52. Will our enimity end with the 
sacrifice of Bhisma’s self alone? Will 
Suyodhana conclude -peace for the safety 
of the rest of the Kshatriyas ?” 


< 53. When in his heart overflowing 
with compassion, king Yudhisthira was 
thus thinking, on the other part of the field 
a terrible combat raged.” 


Thus ends the one hundred and twenty- 
eighth chapter, the joy of Yudhisthira, in 
the Fayadrath-badha of the Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTER CXXIX. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADH 


Continued. 


PARVA)—= 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. What heroes of my army resisted the 
mighty Bhimasena when he was thus roar- 
ing like clouds surcharged with thunder 7 


_2 O Sanjaya, Í do not find that warrior 
in the three worlds, who can, stand before 
Bhimasena when he is excited with rage. 


I do not, O son, find that warrior 
who can stand before Bhima when in battle 
with his mace uplifted, he stands like Death 
incarnate. 


4. He that slays elephants with eles 
phants, destroys cars with cars, who wil? 
stand before that Bhima not excepting 
Indra of hundred-sacrifices ? 


5. Who amongst those devoted to the 
interests of Duyodhana, would withstang 
Bhimasena in battle, excited as he was with 
wrath and engaged in slaughtering my 
sons ? 


6. What ‘persons, stood before the 
Bhima-conflagration when it was engaged 
in consuming the heaps of straw and grass 
constituted by my sons ? 


7. Who were they that surrounded Bhima 
in battle, beholding him crush my sons one 
after another, like Death’s self-destroying 
all creatures ? 


8. I donot fear Arjuna, or Krishna of 
Satyaki or him born of the sacrificial fire 
(Dhristadyumna) so much as 1 do Bhima ` 
sena. 


g. O Sanjaya relate to me, what heroes 
advanced against the blazing Bhima-fire 
which so greatly consumed by sons ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

10o. When the mighty car-warrior 
Bhimasena was thus roaring, the mighty 
Karna rushed at him, himself uttering a 
loud shout (in response). 


11. Unable to bear the roar of Bhima, 
he began to twang his bow capable of with- 
standing a great strain. Then the mighty 
Karna, out of a desire for battle displaying 
his strength, 


12. Checked the career of Bhima; then 
beholding the son of Vikartana stand be- 
fore him with hostile intentions, Vrikodara, 


13. Became inflamed with wrath; and 
that mighty hero discharged at him 
numerous shafts whetted on stone. Karna 


received all those shafts, and sped many 
in return, : 
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. y4—15. In that battle between Bhima and 
Karna, hearing the sound of their palm- 
strokes, the limbs of on-looking @nd fight- 
ing warriors and horsemen and elephants, 
began to tremble. Hearing the defeaning 
roars uttered by Bhimasena on the field of 
battle, 

16. The foremost of the Kshatriyas re- 
ardéd the welkin and the earth. to be 

lled completely by its echo, ‘Then again 
at the dreadful cries uttered by the illustri- 
ous son of Pandu, 2 

17—18. The bows of all the warriors 
fell down on the earth. Then, O mighty 
monarch, seized with panic and dejected, 
the steeds and elephants, repeatedly dis- 
charged urine and excreta. Numerous 
dreadful omens of evil then appeared to 
view. 

19. During ‘hat fierce fight between 
Karna and Bhimasena, the sky became 
covered with flights of vultures, and Kankas. 

20. Karna then -pierced Bhima with 
twenty arrows, and next swifty pierced the 
latter’s charioteer with five arrows. 


21. Then the highly puissant Bhima- | 


sena endued with great activity smilingly 
sped at Karna in that battle a set of sixty- 
four arrows. 

22, Then at him, O !mighty monarch, 
Karna shot}four arrows. But before these 
arrows could reach- him, with nine arrows 
of depressed knots, Bhima, 

23. Cut them in numerous parts, dis- 
playing at the same time his great lightness 
of hands. Karna then shrouded him ina 
net-work of numerous arrows. 

24. Thus although shrouded by Karna 
on all sides, that mighty car-warrior that 
son of Pandu, cut off the bow of Karna 
near his grasp. 


25. He then pierced him with ten arrows 
of close knots. Then taking up another 
bow and stringing it, the son of the charioteer 


26. ‘That mighty car-warrior of dreadful 
deeds, pierced Bhima_ in battle (with many 
arrows). Thereat highly enraged, with 
three arrows of depressed knots, Bhima 
ck with’ force on the breast of the 


With those arrows 
Karna 


27. Stru ’ 
son of the charioteer. Vy 
stuck on the centre of his breast, 


appeared beautiful like 
28 A mighty mountain with its three 
alts REENE high. Pierced as he was 
with those excellent arrows, streams of 
blood began to flow down his person, 


of liquified red chalk 


i eams S 
ap ab Ree ides of a mountain. 


flowing down the s 
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Afflicted with that mighty wou d infii 
by Bhima, Karna TESA little i 


30. Then fixing an arrow on his b 
. . p ow, 
sire,he pierced Bhima therewith; and ae 
shot arrows by hundreds and thousands. 


31. Thus though then quickly cover 
with arrows by that resolute tewaen ee 
ly Karna, yet that son of Panda smilingly 
cut off the bow-string of the former. 


32. Then with a broad-headed shaft, 
Bhima despatched Karna’s charioteer to the’ 
abode of Death; then that mighty car- 
warrior deprived the latter’s steeds of their 
ives. 


33. Jumping down from the car of which 
the steeds were slain, O ruler of men, the 
mighty car-warrior Karna ascended the 
chariot of Vrisasena. 

34. Then the valiant Bhima, having 
defeated Karna uttered a loud war-cry, 
that resembled the roar of the rain-cloud 
Parjannya. 

35. Hearing that roar of his, Yudhisthira 
became filled with delight, as he thought 
that Karna had been defeated, O Bharata 
by Bhimasena. 

36. Then the Pandava troops simultane- 
ously blew their conchs. Hearing that 
sound of challenge emitted by the enemy, 
your own troops shouted aloud. 

37. Pritha’sson (Arjuna) then twanged 
his bow, and Krishna blew his water-born 
conch. But drowning all those sounds, the 
shout of Bhima rose and 

38. Washeard by all your troops, O 
sire. Then those two combatants, vis, 
Karna and Bhima each struck the other 
with straight-flying arrows. The son of 
Radha shot his shafts mildly, but the son of 
Pandu shot those of his with great vehe- 
mence. 

Thus ends the one hundred and twénty 
ninth chapter, the defeat of Karna, 
in the Fayadratha-badha af the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXX. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. When his army had been shattered 
and when Arjuna, Bhimasena and the 
Satwata hero Satyaki had all gone after the 
ruler of the Sindhus, your son Duryodhana 
proceeded towards Drona, 
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2. Ona single car and in all haste and 
reflecting on the various measures to be 
adopted. That chariot of your son driven 
with great celerity, 


3. And endued with the fleetness of the 
wind or thought, dashed towards Drona. 
Then your son with eyes red in rage ad- 
dressing Drona said :— 


4. Arjuna and Bhimasena and the in- 
vincible Satyaki and many other mighty 
car-watriors, having defeated all our 
troops, 


5—6. Have succeeded in reaching near 
the ruler of the Sindhus, O slayer of foes. 
There they are fighting—all these indomi- 
table and mighty car warriors vanquishing 
allourtroops. But O giver of honor, how 
is it, that you have to-day been trangressed 
by Bhima and Satyaki ? 


7. O foremost of the Brahmanas, your 
defeat by that scion of the Satwata race and 


by Arjuna is wonderful like the drying up 
ol the ocean itself ! 


8. People are saying—'How is it that 
Drona that master of archery has been de- 
feated by Bhimasena 


g. Indeed all warriors are thus speaking 
and it should be disgraceful to you. I see 


that the destruction of my unfortunate self is 
inevitable. 


to—II. But when, O foremost of men, 
all the three mighty car-warriors have 
transgressed you, tell us what you have to 
say on the business at hand. Let by 
gones be by-gones. O giver of honor, now 
think what is to be done at present. Speak 
quickly what should next be done for the 
ruler of the Sindhus on the present crisis, 
and let that also be quickly carried out into 
action, 


Drona said :— 


12. O mighty monarch, there are many 
things tobe thought of, but hear what 
should be done now. Three mighty car- 
warriors of the Pandava host have pene- 
trated into our army. 


13. We have as much cause of appre- 
hension behind those three as we have be- 
fore them.. Buttomy mind the cause of 
apprehension is greater there where both 

rishna and Dhananjaya are. 

. 


14. The Bharata army have simultane- 
ously been attacked both from the van and 
the rear. At this crisis, I consider our 


foremost duty isto protect the ruler of the 
Sindhus. 


15. Afraid as he is of the enraged Dha- 
nanjaya, he should be regarded as the pri- 
mary object of our protection, O sire. 









chalas united with the 
Srinjayas.” Then at the command of the 
preceptor, Duryodhana quickly proceeded 


The two neroes, Vrikodara and Yuyudhara 
have also proceeded towards the king of the 


Sindhus. 


16. The dire result of the game of dice, 
planned by the ingenuity of Sakuni, has 
now overtaken you. There were no actual 
victory or defeat in the assembly in that 


game. 


17. Now that we are engaged in this 
battle, we will reap victory or defeat. Those 
innocent things with which Sakuni played 
in the assembly of the Kurus, 


18. And which he knew to be dice, are 


in reality not dice, but mighty arrows inca- 
pable of being defeated. ‘Those dice have 
now been changed into shafts capable of 
mangling your bodies. 


19. Nowin this field where numerous 


Kurus have been assembled, know the 


troops to be the players, the and arrows the 
dice, O ruler of men. 


20. In this game of dice, know the ruler 


ofthe Sindhus to be the stake. Indeed 
Jayadratha is the precious stake for which 
we are fighting to-day. 


21. For these reasons, O mighty mon- 


arch, it behoves us all to effect the protec- 
tion of the Sindhu king at the very cost of 
our own lives. 


22. O sire, there indeed will our victory 


or defeat be known where those fierce bow- 
men are exerting themselves in protecting 
the king of the Sindhus. 


23. Therefore do you hie yourself to that 


spot and endeavour to protect those protec- 
tors of the Sindhuking. J shall stay here 
and despatch others (for helping the Sindhu 
king). 


24. I shall also engage with the Pan- 
andvas, and the 


to the spot indicated by the former, 


25. Attened by his followers, and bent 
on achieving a fierce feat. Mean-while the 
two protectors of Arjuna’s car-wheels, vis, 
the Panchala princes, Yudhamanyu and 
Uttamanjas, 


26. Were proceeding towards Savya- 
sachin, by the skirts of the Kourava troops. 
‘The two princes O monarch, were checked 
by Kritavarman, 


27. When they were trying to find 
Arjuna who had penetrated into your army 
desirous of battle, The king of the Kurus, 


saw them proceeding by the skirts of his 
army. 


28. Then the mighty Duryodhana of the 
Bharata race quickly began a terrible fight 
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with those two brothers endued with great 
activity. 

29. Then those two foremost of the 
Kshatriyas, both classed as Maharathas 
assailed Duryodhana with bows ready for 
use. 
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a 43. Those two foremost of Panchalas, 
A npeinea both mighty car-warriors, 
ascending two other cars, proceed = 
wards Vibhatsu. pees Le 


Thus ends the one hundred and thirtieth 
chapter, the battle between Duryodhana 


30. Then Yudhamanyu pierced him with | and the Panchala princes, in the Faya- 


thirty arrows furnished with wings of the | 


Kanka-feathers ; the former then pierced 
the latter’s charioteer with twenty and his 
four horses with four arrows. 


gt. Then with a single arrow Duryo- 
dhana cut off the standard of Yudhamnya ; 


and then with another arrow your son cut 
i} 


off the latter’s bow. 


32. With a Valla then he felled his 
adversary’s charioteer from his nichin the 
car, and with four arrows wounded the four 
steeds. 


33. Thereupon Vudhamanyu excited with 
wrath pierced your son on the breast with 
thirty arrows in all quickness. 


34 Similarly Uttamoujas waxing wroth 
pierced Duryodhana’s charioteer with arrows 
decked with gold, and despatched him to 
the abode of Death. 


35: Duryodhana also, O foremost of 
kings, slew the four steeds of the Panchala 
prince Uttamoujas, and also both this Par- 
shni-drivers. 


36. Having his horses and his charioteer H 


slain, Uttamoujas ascended the car of his 
brother Yudhamanyu with great celerity. 
Ascending the car of his brother, 
he wounded the horses of Duryodhana with 
numerous arrows, and the horses then slain 
fell down dead on the ground. 
38. When the steeds had fallen the 


| 


} 





puissant Yudhamanyu with a excellent shaft 
cut off Duryodhana’s bow and his leathern 
gloves. 

39. Then that foremost of „warriors 
Duryodhana, jumping down from his chariot 
of which the steeds were slain rushed at the 
Panchala princes with a mace in his grasp- 

o. Beholding that enraged subduer of 
hostile cities make towards themselves, 
Yudhamanya and Uttamoujas jumped down 
from the terrace of their cars. 


41. Then that one armed with the mace, 
with a stroke of his weapon pressed that 
exeellent car decked with gold to the ground 
together with its horses charioteer and 
standard. 


42. Thus having slain the steeds and 
and charioteer of his adversaries, your son 
that afflicter of his foes having his own 
horses and chariotecr slain, ascended the 
car of the ruler of Madras. 


dratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXXI. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

_1. When that hair-stirring battle con- 
tinued to be fought and when all the 
warriors were filled with anxiety, and were 
greatly afflicted, 

2. O foremost of the Bharatas, Radha’s 
son advanced against Bhima for battle, 
like one infuriate elephant rushing against 
a compeer in the same state. 


Dhritarastra said:— ~ 

3-, How raged the battle, near Arjuna’s 
chariot between those two mighty car- 
warriors, Bhima and Karna, both possessed 
of great strength ? 

4. Once before, Karna was vanquished 
hy Bhima in battle: how could he then 
again assail Bhimsena ? 

How could Bhima proceed against 
Suta’s son, that mighty car-warriors Te- 
garded as the foremost of all warriors on 
earth. 

6. Having worsted Bhisma and Drona, 
the very virtuous king Yudhisthira enter- 
tained not so much apprehension from any 
body else as he did from Karna. 


Thinking of the mighty car-warrior 
Karna, he passes many sleepless nights 
from fear. How then could Bhima proce 
against that son of Suta ? 

g. O Sanjaya, how could indeed Bhima 
fight with Karna, that best of all warriors, 
that hero devoted to the Brahmanas, en- 
dued with prowess and never flying away 
from fight. 

. -How did those two mighty car- 
warriors Karna and Vrikodara fight with 
each other, in that combat that raged in 
the neighbourhood of Partha’s chariot ? 

1o. Knowing his brotherhood towards 
the Pandavas and possessing a compas- 
sionate temparament and remembering the 
words of Kunti, how could the son of Suta 
fight with Bhimasena ? 
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tt. How did Bhima, that hero, fight 
with Suta’s son Karna, keeping alive the 
memory of the wrongs inflicted on him by 
the latter in days gone by ? 


12. O Suta, my son eae fondly 
cherishes the hope that Karna wif obtain 
victory in battle over the united Pandavas. 


13. How did that one, on whom my 
wicked son’s hope of victory rested, fight 
with Bhimasena of fierce deeds. 


14. How did Bhima also fight with that 
son of Suta, O sire, relying on whom my 
sons provoked hostilities with many mighty 
car-watriors ? 


15. How did Bhima fight with that son 
of acharioteer, remembering the numerous 
wrongs inflicted on them to have their cause 
in him ? 


16. How did Bhima fight with that 
highly puissant son of Suta, who on a single 
car had vanquished the three worlds ? 


x7. How did Bhima then fight with that 
son of Suta who was born witha pair. of 
(natural) ear-rings, and covered in a coat 
of mail. 


18. As yof are conversant with these 
topies, O Sanjaya, tell me truly in detail 
how the battle between these two heroes, 
was fought, and who obtained victory. 


Sanjaya said :— 

19. Abandoning then that foremost of 
Car-warriors namely, the son of Radha, 
Bhimsena strove to: reach the spot where 
the heroic Krishna and Dhananjaya were. 


20. ‘Then as he was proceeding, the son 
of Radha assailing hinybegan to shower 
shafts furnished with wings of Kanka- 
feather on him, like clouds showering rain 
on the mountain, 


21. Then the valorous son of Adhiratha, 
with his beautiful face like a blooming 
lotus lighted up with a smile, challenged 
Bhimasena as he was coursing onwards 
thus :— 


Karna said :— 


` 22. O Bhima! your foes never thought 
of your fighting even in their dreams. 
Why do youshow me your back from a 
desire for seeing Arjuna? 


23. O delighter of the Pandavas! this 
conduct is not worthy of the son of Knnti. 
Confronting me do you cover me witha 
shower of arrows.” 


Sanjaya said :— 


24. Bhimasena then did not put up with 
that challenge of Karna tamely. But 





wheeling his carina semicircle, he began to 
fight with the son of Suta. 


25. In that combat when that one conver- 
sant with all weapons and clad in mail viz 
Karna was Proceeding against him, the 
illustrious Bhima pierced him with straight- 
flying arrows. 


26. Desirous of reaching the end of all 
those hostilities, he kegan to rob Karna’s 
Strength, out of a desire for slaying him. 


| Having slain many other Kouravas, the 


mighty Bhima 


27. That vindictive son of Pandu, excited 
with wrath, that slayer of foes, O sire, 
began to discharge at Karna many showers 
of fearful arrows. 


28. Then the highly puissant son of 
Suta, by means of the illusion of his weapon 
devoured up all those showers of arrows 
poured by that one of the gait of an infu- 
riate elephant. 


29. O mighty monarch, duly favoured 
by knowledge, then that fierce bowman 
Karna began to career on the field of battle 
like a teacher of the military science. 


30. The wrathful son of Radha then 
seemed to insult with his smiles, Bhimasena 
who was fighting in great anger. 


31 But the son of Kunti did. not brook 
that derisive smile of Radha’s, son in the 
midst of many other brave warriors, who 
were looking atthat fight between them. 


32. Excited to the highest pitch of rage, 
the mighty Bhimasena, with several Vatsa- 
dantas, pierced Karna on the centre of his 
chest, like a guide goring a mighty elephant 
with the hook. 

33. Once more with twenty one whetted 
shafts furnished with ings, and duly dis 
charged, Bhimasena pierced Suta’s son of 
variegated armour. 


34. Then the herac Karna pierced each 
of the steeds of Bhima with five shafts,— 
steeds that were decked with golden capa- 
isons; and endued with the fleetness of the 
wind. 


35. O king, thereafter, a net-work of 
arrows was woven, within the twinkling 
of an eye, around the car of Bhima by the 
mighty Karna, 


36. © mighty monarch, the son of Pandu 
with his car, standard and charioteer, was 
covered all over with the arrows shot from 
Karna's bow. l 


37: Then with sixty-four arrows, Karna 
shattered the tough armour of Bhima to 
pieces; and waxing wroth he wounded 
Pritha’s son with Warachas capable of 
penetrating through the very vitals, 
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38. Then the mighty-armed Vrikodara 
unmindful of all those shafts shot from 
Karna's bow, began to strike dauntlessly 
the son of Suta. 


39. Bhima then with his body struck 
with the atrows discharged from Karna’s 
bow,that resembled snakes of virulent poison 
did indeed feel no pain, O mighty mon- 
arch, 

40. Then the highly puissant Bhimasena 
pierced Karna in that battle, with thirty- 
two vallas of great sharpness and energy. 

41. Then Karna, indifferently covered 
Bhima of mighty arms and desirous of the 
slaughter of the Sindhu king, with a tre- 
mendous shower of arrows. 


42. In that battle the son of Radha fought 


mildly with Bhima, but Bhima fought with | 


the former wrathfully remem-bering all 
thier former hostilities. 


43. Bhima excited with wrath, did not } 


bear that insult ; and that slayer of foes 
quiekly sped a shower of shafts at Karna. 

44. Those shafts then discharged by 
Bhimasena in that battle,fell upon the heroic 
Karna like so many humming birds. 

45. Furnished with golden wings, keen 

oints, and discharged from the bow of 

himasena, those arrows covered Radha’s 
son like flights of insects covering a blazing 
fire. 

46. Then that foremost of car-warriors 
viz Karna covered on all sides with those 
arrows, O king, O Bharata, shot numerous 
fierce arrows at Bhima. 

Vrikodara then cut off with many 
shafts all those arrows of Karna that orna- 
ment of battle,—arrows that resembled the 
Bolt of heaven, before they could reach 
him. 

48. But once more, O Bharata, that sub- 
duer of foes viz Vikartana’s son Karna, 
covered Bhimasena visti a shower of ar- 


rows. f 
Ny, O Bharata, we then beheld Bhima- 


sena thus pierced all over with arrows, 
resemble a procupine with its quills erect. 
50. Then that hero Vikodara held all 
those shafts, furnished with golden wings, 
whetted on stone and shot from the bow, g 
Karna, like the sun holding his own myna 
rays. > i 
. His bod steeped in blood, Bhima 
hên AEN beautiful likea Asoka tree 
in the spring covered all over with blos- 
soms. 3 > 
52. But the mighty armed Bhima git 
his eyes roiling in tages did net Sn B 
bear that conduct of Karna in battle p 


tently, 





PARVA. atg 


53- Thereafter he pierced Karna in 
battle with twenty five Marachas; pierced 
therewith Karna appeared beautiful like 
a white mountain with his sides covered 
over with snakes of virulent poison. 


54. Then once more that one of pro- 
wess resembling that of the immortals, 


| pierced that reckless son of a Suta in his 


vital limbs with two sets of arrows num- 


| bering six and eight respectively. 


55. Again the valiant Bhimasena with 
another arrow smilingly cut off the bow 
of Karna with great quickness. 

56. Quickly did he then slay with his 
arrows Karna's four steeds and charioteer. 
He then pierced Karna on the breast with 
Narachas of the effulgence of solar rays. 


‘Those winged shafts piercing Karna 


| through, fell down on the earth like the 


rays of the sun penetrating through masses 
of rain clouds. 

58. Wounded with those arrows and 
with his bow cut open, Karna was afflicted 
with great pain; although proud of his 
manliness,he then proceeded to another part 
of the field. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
first chapter, the defeat of Karna, tn the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drana Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXXII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. Beholding, O Sanjaya, him on whom 
the hope of victory of my sons rested, com- 
pelled to turn his face away from the field 
of battle, what did king Duryodhna say? 

2. How did the puissant Bhima ever 
proud of prowess, fight then? What did 
then Karna do, beholding Bhima blaze 
forth like a mighty fire in battle ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

Riding on another duly furnished car, 
Karna then rushed at Pandu’s son, like the 
ocean lashed into fury by the tempest. 

4. Then, O ruler of men, beholdirig 
Adhiratha’s son excited with rage, your 
sons considered Bhimasena to be a libation 
poured on fire. 

5. Then dreadfully slapping his palms 
and producing whizzes with his arrows, the 
son of Radha began to shower arrows on 
the car of Bhimasena, 
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6. Once more, O king, the encounter 
between the heroic son of Vikartana and 
the high-souled Bhima, raged furiously. 


7. Filled with wrath and desirous of 
slaying one another, O mighty-armed one, 
they began to look at each other as if to 
burn each other down with their glances. 


8. Their eyes became fierce and red in 
rage, and they breathed like two snakes. 
Those two slayers of enemies, those two 


heroes, then began to mangle each other 
with their arrows. 


9. They fought on with one another like 
two furious tigers or two swilt-flying hawks 
or two enraged Sarabhas. 


10. Then that subduer of foes, vig., 
Bhima remembering the hardhips under- 
Fore by him at the game of dice, during 
is exile in the voods, and residence in 
the city of Virata ; 


Iï. And recollectiig the despoliation of 
the kingdom swelling with prosperity and 
gems by yours sons, and various other 
injuries inflicted upon the Pandavas, by 
yourself and the son of Suta ; 


12. And bearing in *mind the fact that 
you had conspired to burn the innocent 
Kunti with her sons, and remembering the 
woes of Krishna in the midst of the as- 
sembly at the hands of those wretches ; 


Yussasana and the abusive speech uttered 
y Karna, O Bharata. : 


\usband, for, all your husbands are dead ; 


re like sesamum seed without kernel—” 


20. Then with a net-work woven with 
arrows whetled on stone, lustrous like the 
rays of the sun spread around the car of 
Karna, Bhima intercepted the rays of the 
sun. 


21. Thereupon Adhiratha’s son, smiling 
(in contempt) tore away Bhima’s net-work 
of arrows, by means of his own winged 
shafts whetted on stone. 


22. Then the mighty car-warrior of 
mighty arms and great strength, vig., that 
son of Adhiratha, pierced with nine whetted 


and mighty shafts that mighty warrior 
Bhima. 


23. Assailed with those winged shaft, 
like an elephant assailed with the hook, 
Vrikodara then dauntlessly rushed against 
Suta’s son. 


24. Then as that foremost of the Pan- 
davas was rushing with fury at him, Karna, 
excited with wrath, rushed at him like an 
infuriate elephant rushing at another. 


25. Then blowing his conch whose blast 


resembled the sound of a hundred Bheris, 
; he agitated the hostile array that resem- 


bled the surging sea. 

26. Beholding his army teeming with 
elephants, horses, cars and infantry then 
agitated, Bhima approaching Karna began 


| to cover him with arrows. 


13. As also the holding of her locks by | 


i 


- 45. Remembering also those words, O Í 


lescendant of the Kuru race, that were 
ittered by the Kouravas in your presence, 
ind the fact that your son had been desirous 
of enjoying Krishna as a slave. 


16. Recollecting also those words, harsh į 
and cruel, uttered by Karna, when the sons 


of Pandu were about to go to the forest, 
clad in dee-skins ; 


ag your vindictive and foolish son, 
heres ati indulged in holding the 
woe stricken sons of Pritha in the light of 
mere straws— 7 3 
18. Indeed the _virtuous-souled Bhima 
that slayer of opponer.ts recollecting all 
these hardships and those he had undergone 
since his childhood, became disregardful of 
bee f the Bharat 
Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
ADE his invincible and gold-decked 
bow, Bhima rushed at Karna, reckless. 
his very life. : 


ee 6 ne ERE e 
a wee 





27. Karna thereupon caused his own 
horses of the hue of swans to be mingled 


| with those of Bhimasena of the hue of 
14. To this effect—‘Take you another | 


bears, and covered in his turn the son of 


| Pandu, with his shafts. 
he sons of Pritha have merged into hell and 


28, Beholding those steeds of the hue 
of bears and fieet as the wind, mingled 
with those of Karna of the hue of swans, 


criesof Oh and Alas, rose among the army 
of your son. 


29. Those horses, fleet as the wind, thus 
mingled together looked exceedingly beauti- 
ful like white and black clouds, O king, 
mingled together in the firmament. 


30. Beholding Karna and Vrikodara 


` ! burning with rage with, their eyes coppery 
17. And keeping alive in his remmory : 


therewith, your mighty car-warriors be- 
gan tremble with fear. 


31. The field of battle where they fought, 
soon became dreadful like the abode of 


, Yama; and O foremost of the Bharatas, it 


became as repulsive to the sight as the 


: domain of the king of departed spirits. 


i 
1 


32. Your warriors, who were then look- 


_ing upon that battle as upon a sport in an 


arena could not find any of them get any 
advantage over the other. 

33. They only then saw the clash and 
the mingling of the mighty weapons shot 
by those warriors, as the consequence 


— 
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brought about by the wicked policy of you 
and your sons, O ruler of men. 


34. Those two heroes of wonderful pro- 
wess, those two slayers of their of foes, 
then-covering each other with their arrows 
covered next the welkin with the net-work 
of their arrows. 


45. Desirous of slaying each other, 
those two mighty car-warriors shooting 
sharp arrows at each other became worthy 
of being looked at like two clouds surchrged 
with rain. 


36. O Lord, those two subduers of foes 
shooting arrows decked with gold, illumined 
the welkin like meteors illumining the skies. 


37. O king, the arrows, furnished with 
vulterince wings and discharged by Bhima, 
appeared beautiful like tows of maddened 
swans ranging through the welkin. 


38. Then beholding Bhima that sub- 
duer of foes engaged with the son of Suta, 
Krishna and Dhananjaya considered a 
heavy burden to be placed on the former. 


39. As Karna and Bhima, desirous of 
baffling each other shot numerous arrows: 
many elephants, horses and men, wounded 
therewith, fell down dead ; 


40. And in consequence of those falling 
and fallen creatures, deprived of life and 
shoutting by thousands, great was the 
damage that then spread in the ranks of 
your army. 

41. O foremost of the Bharatas, the field 
became soon covered over with the corpses 
and carcarsses of slain men, horses, and 
elephants. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
second chapter, the battle between Bhima 
and Karna in the Fayadratha, badha of 
the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTEP xXXIIIL 


g AYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Indeed I consider Bhima’s prowess 
to be very wonderful, inasmuch as he 
fought with Karna of great agility. 

2. Indeed that Karna who is competent 
enough of resisting the celestials together 
with the Fakshas, Asuras and men all armed 
with numerous kinds of weapon, 

How is it that that Karna could not 
vanquish in battle that son of Pritha, of 
great effulgence ? O Sanjaya tell me all you 
know about it i, detail. 


28 
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4, Tell me how the battle between them 
raged—battle in which eacli staked his 
his very life. Meseems each of them was 
capable of cohquering, or each might have 
suffered defeat, (at the hand of the other). 


„5. Obtaining Suta’s son Karna to help 
him, my son Duryodhana is confindent o 
secuting victory over the Pandavas with 
Govinda and the Satwatas. 


6. However, heating of the tepeated 
defeats of Karna by Bhimasena of dreadful 
deeda, a swoon seems to overtake me. 


7. 1 regard the Kouravas as already 
slain, in consequence of the evil policy o' 
my son. O Sanjaya, Karna will never be 
able to vanquish the_sons of Pritha, those 
illustrious bowmen, 


8. In all the battles that Karna has 
fought with the sons of Pandu, the latter 
have worsted him on the field of battle. 


9. The Pandavas are incapable of being 
vanquished even by the celestials led by 
Vasava himself. But my pervert son 
Duryodhana will not take cognisance o! 
this fact. 


10o. Having robbed Yudhisthira the son 
of Priths who is like tte Lord of wealth, of 
his wealth, my foolish son sees not the im- 
pending fall, like a searcher of honey (on 
the mountains). 


11. Having robbed by means of his 
deceit, the kingdom of those high-souled 


_ones, my son conversant with deceit; thinks 


it to be irrecoverably his own; and so al- 
ways insults the Pandavas. 


12. Those high-souled sons of Pandy, 
who ever treaded the paths of rectitude, 
were also insulted by myself who am over- 
fondly attached to my sons, and am of 
selfish temperament. 


13. The foresighted Yudhisthira that 
son of Pritha was ever desirous of peace. 
But my sons turned him out, taking him to 
be incapable (of launching on war). 


14. Bearing in mind all those hardships 
and all other insults offered to the Pandavas, 
the mighty-armed Bhima fought with Suta’s 
son. 

15. © Sanjaya, relate to me, how Bhima 
and Karna, those two foremost of warriors 
fought with each other, desirous of taking 
each othet’s life. 


Sanjaya said :— 

16: Hear, O king, how the battle be- 
tween Karna and Bhima raged like that 
between two elephants desirous of slaugh- 
tering each other in the forest. 

17. „O king, the enraged son of Vikar- 
tana then pierced with thirty arrows that 
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chastiser of foes viz Bhimasena who excited 


With rage, had been putting forth his pro- 
wess. 


18. O foremost of the Bharatas, Vi- 
kartana’s son then wounded Bhima with 
many shafts of keen points, and great im- 
petuousity and decked with gold. 


19. But when Karna was engaged in 
wounding him, Bhima cut off his bow with 
three sharp shafts, and then witha Valla 
felled his charioteer from his niche on the 
car, 


20, Thereupon Vikartana’s son longing 
to compass the slaughter of Bhimasena, 
took a lance with a staff variegated with 
gold and lapises. ; 


21. ‘Taking up that fierce lance that re- 
sembled a second dart of Death, and tilting 
it and aiming it, the powerful son of Radha 


* 22. Hurled it at Bhimasena, charging it 
` with a force capable of taking out Bhima's 
life. Then like Indra hurling the bolt of 
heaven, hurling that lance, the son of 
Radha, 


23. Fhat puissant descendant of a 
charioteer’s race, uttered a loud roar ; and 
then your sons hearing that loud shout 
uttered by Karna, became filled with 
delight. 


24. But as that lance of the radiance of 
fire or the sun was coursing through the 
skies, Bhima cut it off with seven swilt- 
flying arrows. 


25. Cutting off that lance resembling a 
snake just freed from its slough, Bhima, O 
sire, as if looking out for the opportunity of 
wrenching the life-breaths out of Suta’s 
son, 


26. Wrathfully pierced the latter with 
many arrows furnished with wings of pea- 
cock's feathers or of gold, and whetted on 
stone, and resembling darts of Death. 


27. Karna also then taking up another 
terrible bow of golden staff, began to 
stretch it; and then that highly energetic 
one begin to discharge arrows at Bhima, 


a8. But the son of Pandu cut off those 
shafts, with nine shafts of depressed knots 
shot by himself. Having cut off, O fore- 
most of men, those arrows shot by Karna, 


29. O mighty monarch, Bhima uttered a 
loud war-cry- Roaring at each other like 
two bulls for the sake of consorting with the 
same cow, 


go. Or like two fierce tigers for the sake 
of the same peace of meit; they strove 
vigorously to strike each other and each 
«vas desirous of finding out the laches of the 
other. 


41. Like two mighty bulls in a herd of 
cows, at times they looked at each other 
with eyes flashing rage. At another time, 
like two prodigious elephants striking each 
other with the point of their tusks, 


32. They assailed each other with their 
arrows shot from their bow drawn to the 
fullest stretch. O king, burning each other 
with their arrowy shower, they put forth 
their prowess against each other, at the 
same time looking at each other in g..at 
wrath, 


33. Sometimes they laughed at each- 
other, sometimes reproached each other and 
sometimes blew their conchs ; and in this 
way they on went fighting. 


34. O king, then once more Bhima cut 
off the bow of Karna near the grasp, and 
with his arrows despatched the latter's 
steeds of the hue of conch to the regions 
of Death. 


35. ‘The former then feiled the latter's 
charioteer from his niche on the car. 
Thereupon -Vikartana’s son was preyed 
upon by anxious thoughts. 


36. His steeds and his charioteer slain, 
and himself covered and compunded wit 
a net-work of arrows, he knew what to do, 
37, Beholding Karna in that predict- 
ment, king Duryodhana trembling in 
rage addressing Durjaya thus commants on 

im :— 

38. “Durjaya, hie yourself to the spot 
yonder where Pandu’s son is on the point 
of devouring up as it were, the son of Radha. 
Slay that beardless eunuch soon and ins- 
pire strength into Karna”. 


39. Thus spoken to, your son Durjaya 
bowed assent to the words of your royal son 
saying 'so be it then ; and then he rushed 


at Bhimasena engaged with Karna, cover- 
ing the former with his arrows. 


40. Hewound: “shima with nine, his 
horses with eight, hus charioteer with six, 
his standard with three, then again him- 
self (Bhima) with seven shafts. 


41. Thereat excited with wrath, Bhima 
despatched Durjaya, his horses and steeds 


to the abode of Death, piercing them to the 
vitals with his arrows, 


42. Then Karna lamentiog petiously cir- 
cumambulated your son who PERS with 


ornaments was then writhing like a slain 
snake on the earth. 


43. Then having made that invetrate 
enmy of his (Karna) carless, Bhimasena 


| smilingly covered him with numerous ar- 


| 


rows, and made him looh like a Sataghni 
with numerous pikes on it. 
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44. Although thus mangied with those 
arrows, that slayer of foes, the Atiratha 
Karna, did not avoid the enraged Bhima in 
‘battle. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
third chapter, the fight between Karna ant 
Bhima, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CXXXIV. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Crotinued. 


Sanjaya said :-- 


1. Thus though deprived of his car and | 


completely vanquished by Bhima, Karna 
mounting on another car began speedily to 
pierce the son of Pandu. 


x. Then like two huge elephants goring 
each other with the ends of their tusks, 
those two heroes began to pierce each 
other with arrows shot from bows drawn 
to the'fullest stretch. 


3. Thereupon Karna covered Bhima 
with mriyads of shafts and then uttereda 
loud war-cry, and once more pierced the | 
latter on his breast. 

4. In return, Bhima pierced him with ten 
straight-flying arrows and next with twenty 
arrows of depressed knots, 


5. Karna again, O king, piercing Bhima 
on the centre of his chest with-nine arrows, 
struck his enemy’s standard with one sharp 
‘arrow. 

6. Then with a group of sixty-three 
arrows Pritha’s son, pierced Karna in 
return like a driver goring his elephant with 
so many hooks, or a horseman lacerating 
his animal with so many whips. : 

— 7. Thus deeply pierced, O king, by the 
high-souled sone ote Pandu, the heroic, 
Karna - to lick the corners of his 
mouth and eyes became red in rage. ; 

8. Therefore, O mighty monarch with’ 
a view to bring about the slaughter of 
Bhima, Karna sped at him an arrow capa- 
ble of penetrating through all bodies, like 
Indra hurling the thunder. 


g. That shaft or variegated wing shot 
-from the bow of Suta’s son, pierced through 
the son of Pritha, and then penetrating the 
earth went inside it. 

10.—12. Thereupon the mighty-armed 
Bhima with his eyes red in rage, hurled, 
without thinking fora moment, at the son of 
Suta, a heavy six-sided’ mace a ~mned_ with 
gold, measuring full four cubit in length, 
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and looking like the bolt of heaven. With 
that mace, that enraged descendant of the 
Bharata race slew the well-trained and 
excellent steeds of Adhiratha’s son, like 
Indra slaying the Asuras with his thunder- 
bolt. Then O mighty monarch, with a 
couple of razor-headed arrows, the mighty- 
armed Bhima 


13. Cut down the ‘standard of Adhira- 
tha’s son, and then with other shafts he 
slew the Jatter’s charioteer. Leaving that 
car of which the steeds and the charioteer 
had been slain, and of which the standard 
had been cut down, 


14. O Bharata, Karna with a cheerless 
heart stood before Bhimasena, stretching 
his bow. Then we beheld the wonderful 
prowess of Radha’s son, 


15. In as much as that foremost of car- 
warriors though deprived of his car, was 
successful in holding his enemy in check. 
Beholding then that foremost of men, that 
son of Adhiratha deprived of his car in that 
battle, 


16. King Duryonhana, O monarch, ad- 
dressing Durmukha said :—“O Durmukha 
yonder is the son of Radha rendered carless 
by Bhimasena! 


17. Do you supply that mighty car-war- 
rior, that foremost of men with a chariot.” 
Thereupon, O Bharata, hearing the words 
of Duryodhana, Durmukha 


18. Quickly. rushed to the rescue of 
Karna, covering at the same time Bhima 
with his arrows. Beholding Durmukha aĵ- 
proach to rescue the son of Suta in battle, 


19. The son of the wind god became 
filled with delight, and he began to lick the 
corners of his mouth. Then, O monarch, 
holding Karna at bay by means of his keen 
arrows, 


20. Theson of Pandu drove his chariot 
towards Durmukha. ‘Then in the encoun- 
ter that followed,with nine shafts of depress- 
ed knots, 


21—23. And keen points, Bhima des- 
patched Durmukha to the abode of Death. 
Then upon the slaughter of Durmukha, the 
son of Adiratha mounting in thé car of this 
slain hero, looked beautiful like the effulgent 
fire, O king. ‘Then beholding Durmukha 
postrate, with his vital limbs torn off, 
and weltering in his blood, Karna with 
his eyes overflowing with tears, refrained 
from the fight for a while. Circumambulat- 
ing that slain prince and passing over 
him, 

24—25. The heroic Karna breathed het 
and heavily, and was embarassed as to 
what he sheuld do. At this opportunity, 
O king, Bhimasena struck Suta’s son with 
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fourteen Narachas furnished with vulter- 
ine feathers. ‘hose Narachos of great 
impetuousity and furnished with golden 
wings, pierced through Karna’s armour ; 


26. Those blood-drinking arrows deck- 
ed with gold, then illumined the ten quaters, 
and drank the life-blood of Suta’s son. 


27. Then passing through his body 
those arrows sank into the earth and looked 
like so many snakes urged on by Death, 
O foremost of men, 


28. With only half their bodies inserted 
into their holes. Then the son of Radha, 
without a moment’s reflection, pierced Bhi- 
tmasena in return with fourteen fierce Nara- 
chas decked with gold. Those winged 
shafts piercing the left arm of Bhimasana, 


30. Entered the earth, like Krouncha 
birds entering into a grove of trees. Enter- 
ing the earth, those Narachas looked 
beautiful, 


gi. Like the burning rays of the sun 
while it courses towards the Western moun- 
tains. Pierced in both the arms with those 
Narachas capable of cutting to the very 
quick, Bhima 


32—33. Shed blood profusely, like moun- 
tains ejecting streams of water. Then 
Bhima pierced Suta’s son in return with 
three winged shafts endued with the energy 
of Suparna, and he then pierced the driver 
of his enemy with seven arrows. Theré- 
upon, O mighty monarch, afflicted with 
Bhima’s might and highly distressed, 
Karna 


4. Of illustrious renown fled from the | 


field of battle, being borne away by his fleet 
steeds. Then Bhimasena, that Atiratha 
remained the master of the field, with his 
bow of golden staff stretched, and looking 
like a burning fire. 


_ Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
fourth chapter, the flight of Karna, in the 
Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXXV. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA,— 
Continued, 


Dhristarastra said :— 


1. I consider Destiny to be supreme. 
Fie on the useless exertions of man, inas- 
much the son of Adhiratha striving vigour- 
ously, was not able to conquer Pandu’s son 
in battle. 


Karna is capable of conquering 


a | 
the Parthas sogether with Govinda him- 


self; nowhere in the worlds do I find a 
warrior who is a match for Karna. 

3. I have always heard Duryodhana 
speak in this strain, Karna is mighty, 
heroic, a resolute bowman and indefatig- 
able in battle. 


4. O Suta, thus did my wretched son 


Duryodhana speak to me before. ‘ Sup- 
ported as I am by the heroic Vrisashena, 
even the celestials themselves will not be 


able to conquer me in battle, 


5. What to speak of the sons of Pandu, 
whose energy is gone and whose strength 
has been robbed, O king.” (This was 
said by Duryodhana to me.) So beholding 
Karna crushed like a poisonless snake, 


6—7. And fled from the field of battle, 
what did then Duryodhana say? Alas, 
foolishly did Duryodhana send the unsup- 
ported Durmukha to battle, ignorant though 
he was of the mode of fighting, like one 
throwing an insect upon a blazing fire 
Aswathaman, the Madra-king, Kripa and 
Karna, all united together, 


8-10, Are not capable, O Sanjaya, of 
standing before Bhima. They all know 
the dreadful prowess, equal to thatof ten 
thousand elephants of Bhima possessed o 
the energy of Maruta himself, They also 
know his cruel purposes. Why did then 
those warriors, cognizant of Bhima’s mighty 
anger. and energy, incite the anger. of the 
hero of cruel deeds, that warrior resesem- 
bling Yama at the end of a Yuga? 
seems that are mighty-armed Karna, re- 
lying on the strength of his own arms. 


11. Encountered Bhimasena in battle, 
totally disregarding him. He that has con- 
quered Karna in battle, like Purandara 
conquering Asuras, 


12. That son of Pandu is incapable of 
being conquered by any one else. He 
that has entered into my army having van- 
quished Drona single-handedly, 


„13. What persons desirous of his life 
will venture to stand before that Bhima 
ieee Proceed ins search of Dhanan- 

anjaya, 

stand in front of Bhima, paberecaiventore 10 

¥4. For, what Danava will venture to 
stand before Mahendra with his thunder- 
bolt uplifted? It is possible for a man 


to come back from a visit to th i of 
Death e regions 


15—17. But it is not possible for them to 
come back alive after an encounter with 
Bhima. - Those who foolishly assail Bhima- 
sena when he Js inflamed with rage are 
like insects rushing on the blazing flames of 
a re. Su thinking what the irate, Bhima 
of fearful 4- had said in the assembly 
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in the hearing of the Kurus about the 
slaughter of my sons, and beholding the 
defeat of Iarna, 


18—19. Dussasana and his brothers 
ceased to meet Bhima in battle out of 
fear. That pervert son of mine, O Sanjaya, 
who repeatedly said in the assembly these 
words—lI<arna and Dussasana and Í myself 
will vanquish the Pandavas in battle— 
surely beholding Karna vanquished and 
deprived of his car by Bhima, 


20. Is now repenting his rejection of 
Krishna’s offer for peace. Beholding his 
mail-clad brother’s slain in battle by 
Bhimasena, 


21. In consequence of his own fault 
surely my son is being greatly afflicted. 
What person willing to live still, will with 
hostile intentions, advance against Pandu’s 
son 


22. Bhima, inflamed with rage, and 
armed with dreadful weapons, and stand- 
ing in battle like Death himself? It is 
possible for a man to escape from Varava 
fire, 

23. But it is not possible for one to fly 
from the presence of the enraged Bhima. 
Indeed neither Arjuna, nor the Panchalas, 
nor Kesava, nor Satyaki, 

24. When excited with rage in battle, 
pays the least regard to his life. Alas, 
O son of a charioteer, the very lives of my 
sons are in danger. 


Sanjaya said :— 

25. O descendant of the Kuru dynasty, 
why are you now lamenting for the present 
carnage? Surely you are the root of this 
destruction of the worlds. 

26. Accepting the counsels of your sons, 
it. was you who provoked all these fierce 
hostilities. Though advised on the con- 
trary, you did not pay any heed to those 
advices, like a dying man refusing to take 
proper medicines. 

27. O best of men, O king, having 
drunk the fiercest and most indegestible 
poison, you should now feel the conse- 
quences. 

28. The warriors of your army are fight- 
ing to the best of their’ prowess, yet you 
speak depreciatingly of them. Hear now, 
as I go on describing how this battle 
caged. 


29. Beholding Karna defeated by Bhima- 
sena, the following five and mighty bow- 
men, all brothers; : 


30. 


Namely, Durmarsena, - Dussaha. 
Durmada, 


Ducdhara and Jaya, all clad in 
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beautiful armours, rushed against the son 
of Pandu with hostile intentions. 


31. Surrounding the mighty-armed 
Vrikodara on all sides, they began to 
cover the quarters with their arrows re- 
sembling flights of locusts. 


32. Then Bhimsena smilingly received 
those princes of godly presence as they 
advanced furiously against him, 


33. Then beholding your sons before the 
enraged Bhimasena, Radha’s son rushed 
against the mighty-armed Bhima. 


34. Although opposed by your sons, yet 
Bhima then quickly rushed against Karna 
shooting sharp arrows, furnished with 
golden wings and whetted on stone. 


35. ‘Thereupon the Kurus surrounding 
Karna, on all sides, began to shower upon 
Bhimasena, numerous arrows of depressed 
knots. 


36. Then that fierce bowman Bhima, 
with twenty-five arrows despatched to the 
abode of Yama, those foremost of men, 
with their steeds and charioteers. 


37. They then fell down dead from 
their cars, after their charioteers, like so 
many mighty trees decked with flowers, 
overthrown by a hurricane. 


38. Then we beheld the wonderful 
prowess of Bhimasena, inasmuch as he 
succeeded in slaying your sons and with-, 
standing Karna with his arrows simulta- 
neously. 2 

39. Opposed on all sides by sharp 
arrows shot by Bhimasena, that son ot 
Suta, O mighty monarch, began to eye 
Bhima. 

40. 
anger and stretching his 
look at Karna. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
fifth chapter, the display o Bhima’s , 
prowess, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


Bhimasena also, with his eyes red in 
bow, began to 


CHAPTER CXXXVI. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA).— 
Continued 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Beholding your sons fallen on the 
field, the puissant Karna, overwhelmed with 
rage, became regardless of his very life. é 


2» The son of Adhiratha then considered 
himself ta Bé “guilty of the slaughter of. 
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our eons, in as much as they were slain by 
hima under his very eyes. 


3. Then Bhimasena waxing wroth and 
remembering their former enmity, daunt- 
lessly struck Karna with numerous sharp 
arrows. 


* 4. Thereupon the son of Radha smilingly 
piercing Bhima with five shafts, once more 
pierced him with seventy shafts furnished 
with golden wings whetted on stone. 


5. Without taking into consideration 
those shafts shot by Karna, Vrikodara 
pierced him with a hundred arrows of de- 
pressed knots. 


6. Once more, O sire, piercing him on 
his vital parts with five sharp arrows, Bhima 
severed the bow of Suta’s son with a broad- 
headed shalt. 


7- Thereupon, O Bharata, highly de- 
jected, Karna took up another bow, and 
covered Bhima with arrows on all directions. 


8. Slaying Karna’s horses and his 
charioteer also, Bhima then laughed a tre- 
mendous laugh, having thus counter- 
balanced the feats of the former. 


g. Then that foremost of men, cut off 
the bow oi Karna with his arrows; and O 
mighty monarch, that bow of golden staff, 
fell down, producing a great sound. 


to. Thereupon the mighty car-warrior 
Karna descended from his chariot, and 
taking upa mace hurled it at Bhimasena 
with great fury. 


11. Beholding that mace course towards 
himself with great impetuousity, Vrikodara 
repulsed it with his arrows before the eyes 
of all the troops. 


12. Then the puissant son of Pandu 
“quickly shot thousands of arrows, desirous 
of accomplishing the death of Suta’s son. 


13. Checking those arrows with his own, 
in that battle, Karna cut down Bhima’s 
„armour with numerous arrows, 


14- Then he pierced Bhima with twenty 
five small shafts before the eyes of all ; and 
that seemed highly wonderful. 


15. Thereupon, O sire, Bhima excited 
to the highest pitch of fury, sped at the son 
of Suta nine shafts of depressed knots. 

_16. Those sharp arrows .penetrating 
through Karna’s armour and piercing his 
right arm, sank into the earth, like so many 
fierce snakes entering their holes on ant 
hills. 

-,17.__ Covered with the myriad shafts shot 


from Bhima’s bow, Karna once more was 


compelled to turn away from Bhimasena. 


38. Beholding the son of Suta turn away 
and walk on foot and covered with the 


arrows shot from the bow of-Kunti’s 
king Duryodhana thus spoke : — 









son, 


19. ‘Hie yourselves quickly near the car 


of Pandu’s son.’ ‘Thereupon, O king, 
yoursons hearing those words of 
son, 


your 


zo. Rushed against Pandu’s son in battle 


shooting numerous sharp arrows. The 
were Chitra, Upachitra, Chitraksha, Charu- 
chitra, Chitrasana, s 


21—22. Chitrayudha and Chitravarman, 


all versed in various modes of warfare. Then 
the mighty car-warrior Bhimasena slew all 
your sons with a single arrow, as they were 
quickly proceeding against him. Slain they 
fell down on the earth like trees broken by 
the vehemence of the tempest. 


23. Beholding your sons all mighty car- 


warriors slain, O king, Karna with a 


tearful countenance, began to think of those 
words of Khatwa. 


24. Then that puissant hero, mounting 


on another duly furnished car, quickly 


rushed at the son of Pandu. 


25. Piercing each other with arrows 
furnished with golden wings, and whetted 
on stone, those two heroes appeared beuati- 
ful like two clouds fringed with the rays ef 
the sun. 


26. Then Pandu’s son, excited with rage, 
cut off the armour of Suta’s son with thirty- 
six Vallas of great sharpness and energy. 


27. Theson of Suta, O foremost of the 
Bharatas, that mighty-armed hero, peirced 


Kunti’s son with fifty arrows of depressed 
knots. 


28. Those two combatants then, smear- 
ed with red sandal-paste, covered with many 
wounds caused by each other’s shaft and 
steeped in blood, appeared charming like 
the sun or the moon in full splendour. 


29. Then Karna and Bhima, with their 
bodies steeped in blood, and armour shat- 


tered with arrows appeared beautiful like 
snakes freed from their sloughs. 


A 30. Assailing each other like two tigers 
ghting with their teeth, those two foremost 
ot men poured their showers of arrows on 


each other like two “mighty clouds pouring 


31. Like two elephants goring each other 
xe tusks, those wa sabaners of foes 
ing each other wit i i o 
peared highly beautiful. oe meee 


32. Roaring at each A 
TUNGL iE other and covering 


h-their arrows, those two fore- 

mest of Sar-warriors seemed to play with 
Y er, causing their chari z 
cribe various Eicles eee oe 
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43. Those two powerful heroes then ap- 
peared like two hiefers roaring at cael: other 
for consorting with a cow in her season. 
Those two foremost of men, endued with 
prowess, then looked like two mighty lions 
engaged with one another. 


34. Looking at each other with eyes red 
in rage, those two heroes of mighty energy 
fought on with each other like Indra and 
Virochana, 


35. Then the mighty-armed Bhima 
stretching his bow with both his hands, ap- 
peared beautiful like a mass of clouds 
charged with lightning flashes. 


. 36, Then, O mighty monarch, the 
Bhima-cloud, having the twang of the bow 
for its peal of thunder, and the arrows for 
showers of rain, began to drench the 
mountain constituted by Karna. 


37. Thenthat son of Pandu, Bhima of 
terrible prowess, O Bharata, covered Karna 
with thousands of arrows shot from his own 
bow. 

38. Then your sons beheld the prowess 
of Bhimasena, when he covered Karna with 
arrows decked with beautiful wings made 
of the feathers of the Kanka bird. 

3g. Thus then Bhima fought on with 
Karna, affording delight thereby to Arjuna 
and the illustrious Kesava, and Satyaki and 
his two protectors of car-wheels. 

40. Then your sons, O mighty monarch, 
became dspressed, seeing the prowess, the 
strength of arms and the patience of Bhima, 
who thoroughly knew his self. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty-six 
chapter, the fight between Bhima and Karna 
ix the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


—— 


CHAPTER CXXXVII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. Then the son of Radha hearing the 
sound of the twanging of Bhima’s bow and 
of the slappings of his palm, did not 
brook it, like an infuriate elephant not 
brooking the roar of its rival. 

a. Retiring for a moment only from the 
presence of Bhimasena, Karna looked at 
your sons felled by him. 

3- © foremost of men, beholding them 
he became cheerless and filled with sorrow ; 
then. breathing like a snake, he once more 
assailed Bhima. 
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4- With his eyes coppery in rage and 
breathing like a fierce snaze, Marna then 
shooting arrows, appeared neautiful like the 
sun shooting his myriad rays. 

5. Vrikodara then, O foremost of the 
Bharatas, was covered with those shafts 
shot from Karna's bow, as if with the 
scattering rays of the blazing sun. 


6. Diverse kinds of arrows furnished 
with wings of peacock-feathers and shof 
from the bow of Karna, then penetrated 
into the body of Pritha’s son, like so many 
birds entering their nests on the tree, ; 


7. Arrows of golden wings shot front. 
the bow of Karna appeared everywhere; 
like rows of swans (flying through thd 
welkin). 

8. The arrows of Adhiratha’s son were 
so numerous that they seemed to come out 
not only from his bow, but also, from his 
standard, Upaskara, umbrella, and thé 
shafts, yoke, and bottom of his car. 


g. Filling the sky, the son of Adhiratha 
showered arrows decked with gold . and 
furnished with vulturine feathers, that 
ranged variously through the entire welkin. 


10. Then reckless of his very life, Vri- 
kodara got the better of his foe, and thet 
pierced the latter with a shaft as he was 
rushing like Death incarnate at him. 


11. Then beholding the unbearable 
charge of [Sarna and the shower of mighty 
arrows shot by him, Vrikodara flinched 
not in fear, inasmuch as he was possessed of 
mighty energy. 

12. Then that son of Pandu shot net» 
works of arrows at the son of Adhiratha. 
He pierced Karna with twenty sharp 
arrows. 


13. As Pritha’s son himself had been 
covered by Suta’s son, even in the same 
manner was the latter now covered by the 
former with his arrows. 


14. Beholding then the prowess of 
Bhimasena in battle, O Bharata, even your 
troops applauded him and the Charana» 
were filled with delight. 


15. Then Bhurisravas, Kripa, the son 
of Drona, the ruler of the Madras, Jaya- 
dratha, Uttamoujas, Yudhamanyu, Satyaki, 
Kesava and Arjuna, 


16. These ten best of mighty car-warriors 
of the Kuru and the Pandava hosts, 
applauding Bhima with shouts of ‘well- 
done’ ‘well-done’ uttered their war-cries. . 


17. When that dreadful and -hair-stir~ 
riig sound -arose, your son, king Duryo- 
dhana, thus spoke, ees 
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18. Addressing the kings ahd princes 
of his army, and specially his brothers. 
“May good betide you. Hie yourselves to 
the rescue of Karna from Vrikodara. 


19.. Yonder, the shafts shot ftom Bhima’s 
bow are piercing Karna (to the quick). o 
mighty bowmen, do you all now exert 
vigourously for protecting the son of the 
‘charioteer.” 


20. Commanded by Duryodhana, O sire, 
seven uterine (iourava) brothers, rush- 
ing with fury at Bhimasena surrounded him 
on all sides. 


a1. Encountering the son of Kunti, they 
poured their arrowy torrents on him, like 
clouds pouring rain on the mountain breast 
during the rainy reason. 


22. Then those seven mighty car-warriots 
inflamed with rage, began to afflict Bhima, 
like the seven planets afflicting the Sun at 
the time of the universal annihilation, O 
king. 

23. Thereupon, drawing his effulgent 
bow with great force and firm grasp, the 
son of Kunti, 


_ 24. Knowing that his adversaries were 
nothing but men, fixed seven shafts on his 
bowstring. And then the mighty Bhima 
sped those arrows radiant like the solar 
rays, at them. 


_ 25. Bhimasena then keeping alive the 
‘memory of the former wrongs inflicted on 
them, sped those arrows as if for wrenching 
out the very lives out of your sons. 


26. Those shafts furnished with golden 
wings and whetted on stone shot by Bhima- 
sena, O Bharata, penetrating through the 
body of the Bharata princes, flew through 
the sky. 


27. Those gold-decked arrows tearing 
their hearts, looked beautiful, O mighty 
monarch, like birds of beautiful plumage. 


28. Those seven arrows of the efful-- 


gence of molten gold, steeped in blood, 
cameout, O king, after having drank the 
life-blood of your sons. 


29. With their armours shattered by 
-those arrows, your sons then fell down from 
their cars on the earth, like tall trees grow- 


‚ing on the slopes of mountains,broken down | 


by elephants. 


igo. Satrunjaya, Satrusaha, Chitra, Chi- 
trayudha, Dridha, Chitrasena, and Vikarna 
these seven sons of yours were then slain by 
Bhima. : 


31. Of all your sons thus slain, Vrikodara 


lamented piteously for Vikarna who was 
very dear to the Pandavas. — 


-for these thirteen years, 





42. Bhima then said :—'Ì voed saya 


ing, You shall all be slain by ime.’ O 


Vikarna, for this vow it is that you have 


been slain, And thus have I kept my vow 
inviolate. 


43. O heto, you proceeded against me 
with hostile intentions, bearing in mind the 


duties of a Kshatriya. You were ever ens 


gaged in doing our, specially the king’s 
(Yudhisthira’s) good. 


34. Itis therefore not fit that I should 
lament for you, O you of great effulgence.’ 
O mighty monarch then slaying them before 
the very eyes of Radha’s son, 


35—36. That son of Pandu uttered a 
dreadful war-cry. The shout of that hero, 
then O Bharata, carried to the very vir- 
tuous king Yudhisthira as if the intelligence 
of his victory. Hearing that loud cry of that 
fierce bowman Bhimasena, 


37—40. The very virtuous king Yudhis« 
thira obtained great delight in battle. Then 
highly delighted, that son of Pandu, O 
mighty monarch, received the sound of the 
war-cry of his brother with the beating of 
drums and other musical instruments. 
After Vrikodara had given him that, intel- 
ligence by the hint agreed upon by both, 
that foremost of persons;Yudhisthira versed 
in the use of all weapons, joyfully rushed 
against Drona in that battle. On the other 
hand, O monarch, seeing thirty-one of 
your son’s slain in battle, Duryodhana re- 
called to mind the words of Vidura thus, 
“those salutary words spoken by Vidura are 
now being realised. 


41—44. Thinking thus, king Duryodhana 
was unable to do what he should do. All 
those words that your wicked-minded and 
foolish son, urged on by Karna, said to that 
princess of _the Panchala race, having 

rought her in the assembly shall; also all 
those harsh words which Karna himself ad- 
dressed in the assembly hall to her before 
yourself and the sons of Pandu, O monarch, 
at your and the Kouravas’ hearing, —words 
to this effect,—‘O Krishna, the Pandavas 
are destroyed and they have fallen into 
eternal hell; so do ycu choose a second 


husband’—the result of 
overtaken you. ult of all these has now 


45—46. Then again, O you of Kuru’s 
face, various abusive language like sessa- 
mum kernel, without seeds were directed by 
your enraged sons to those illustrious ones, 
uis., the sons of Pandu, Bhimasena vomit- 
ting forth the fire of wrath held in check 


is now achieving the 


destruction of your. sons 


47. Entreating you repeatedly, Khat 

. t a 

sailed ie bend you towards peaces (0) iore: 
ost of the Bharatas, now do you, together 
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with your son, suffer the consequences (of 
your folly). 

48. That you old, patient and capable 
vf foreseeing the consequences of acts as 
you are, would not accept the well-meaning 
words of your friends, is due to the influence 
of (adverse) fate. 

49. O foremost of men, 
behoves you not to weep. Yours is the 
greatest fault in the matter. In my opinion 
your are the cause of the ruin of your 
sons. 

5o. O foremost of kings, Vikarna and 
the puissant Chetrasena, have been slain ; 
as also numerous other mighty car-warriors 
and your other sons have fallen. 


51. O mighty-armed one, other sons 
of yours, who became the objects of Bhima’s 
sight, were slain by him in a moment. 


52. It was through your fault that I had 
to see our army consumed in thousands by 
the shafts discharged by Pandu’s son and 
by Vrisha. 

Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
seventh chapter, the fight between Karna 


und Bhima, in the Fayadvatha-badha of 
the Drona Parva. 


it therefore 


—_—_—=- 


CHAPTER CXXXVIIL.. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA—) 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. I see, O son of a charioteer, that 
mine has been the greatest fault in this 
matter; O Sanjaya, the consequences have 
now overtaken me, grieve though I may! 

“9, Hitherto I thought that what is gone 
for good. But, O Sanjaya, what measures 
is gone should now be adopted. 

l have now become calm, O Sanjaya; 
relate to me how this slaughter of heroes is 
went on—slaughter that owes its origin to 
my evil policy. 


Sanjaya said :— 

. © mighty monarch, then the two 
powerful heroes Karna and Bhima began 
to pour showers of arrows, like two rain 
clouds pouring their contents. 

5. Then gold-winged arrows, whetted 
on stone and engraved with the name of 
Bhima, reaching Karna, penetrated through 
him cutting him to the very quick. 


6. Similarly Bhima was pierced hun- 
. dreds and thousands of times by the arrows 
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shot by Karna, that resembled snakes of 
virulent poison. 


7. An agitation like that produced in 
the ocean, was then produced in your troops 
by the arrows of them both, falling on all 
sides. 


8. O subduer of foes, shot from Bhima’s 
bow, shafts resembling dreadful snakes, 
began to slay your troops amidst your own 
army. 


9. With fallen elephants, horses and 
men, the Earth became covered and looked 
as if covered with trees broken by the force 
of the wind. 


10. Wounded with the arrows shot from 
Bhima’s bow, your troops then began to fly 
away from the field saying what ts it? 


11. That host composed of the Sindhus;, 
the Souviras, and the Kouravas, afflicted 
and wounded with the terrible shafts of 
Bhima and Karna, was then driven back to 
a great distance. 


12. ‘Then those heroes, with their ranks 
thinned, and their horses and elephants 
slain, fled in all directions, leaving Bhima 
and Karna on the field. 


13. ‘Indeed for the sake of the Parthas 
even the gods are robbing us of our senses, 
inasmuch as those arrows shot both by 
Bhima and Karna are slaying us.’ 


14. Speaking such words, your warriors, 
struck with panic as they were, stood at a 
distance out of the range of arrows, for 
witnessing the combat. 

15, Then on the field of battle a terrible 
river started up into existence and began 
to flow there adding to the joy of heroes 
and to the fear of the cowards, 


16. It was caused by the blood of 
elephants, horses and men. Covered with 
the lifeless bodies of men, elephants and. 
horses į 

17. With flag-staffs and car-bottoms 5 . 
with ornaments of cars, elephants and 
steeds; with shattered chariots, wheels, axels 
and Kuvaras į 


18. With gold-decked bows of fierce 
twang, and with thousands of arrows and 
darts furnished with wings of gold, 

19. Shot by Bhima and Karna and re-, 
sembling snakes just freed from their 
sloughs; with numerous lances, javelins, 
swords, and battle axes ; 

20. With maces and clubs and axes all 
adorned with gold; with standards of 


various descriptions and darts and piked 
bludgeons ; 
21—29. And with beautiful Sataghnts, 


the earth looked, © Bharata very beautiful. 
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Sirewn all over win ear-rings and neck- 
laces of gold and fallen-off bracelets, and 
rings and precious gems worn on diadems 
and crowns and turbans and golden orna- 
ments of diverse kinds, and armours 
and leathern fences, and elephant-girths, 
and umbrellas dropped from their place, 
and chamaras, and fans ; with the mangled 


bodies of elephants, steeds and men; with 


arrows bathed in blood, and with various 
ather objects lying scattered about loosened 
from their places, the fleld of battle appear- 
ed beautiful like the sky bespangled with 
the planets. Beholding their inconceiv- 
able, wonderful and super-human feats, the 
Siddhas, and the Charanas were filled with 
surprise. The son of Adhiratha “engaged 
with Bhima coursed on the field in the same 
way as fire helped on by the wind courses 
through an extended heap of fuel; both of 
them cut down numerous standards, and 
„chariots and slew countless horses, men and 
elephants. They fought on like a pair of 
elephants crushing forests of reeds, when 
engaged, with each other. O ruler of men, 
then your host looked like a mass of clouds, 
and the ‘carnage caused by Karna and 
Bhima in that battle was- terrible to the 
. extreme, 


Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
eighth chapter, the fight between Karna 
and Bhima, in the- Fayadratha-badha of 
the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXXXIX, 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. Thereafter, O mighty monarch, 


Karna piercing Bhima with three arrows, 
began to shower torrents of arrows of vari: 


- ous description. 


2. The mighty-armed son of Pandu viz 
Bhimasena, though thus pierced by the 
son of Suta, felt no pain, Tike a mountain 
having .no sensation when cleft open,’ 


3. Then Osire, he pierced Karna on 
his car with a sharp arrow. Well-temper- 
ed and washed with oil, 


4. That dart, © mighty monarch, cut 
down one of the charming golden ear-rings 
of great lustre belonging to Karna, and it 
dropped down like a luminary from the sky. 


5. Then excited to the highest pitch of 

“anger, Vrikodara with the ‘greatest ease 

struck Suta’s son on the breast with a broad 
headed arrow. y A 


6. Then Once more, O Bharata, the 
mighty armed Bhima sped at him with 
great quickness ten Narachas resembling 
snakes just first freed from their sloughs., 


7. Shot by him, O sire, those arrows 
penetrating through the forehead of Suta’s 
son entered it, like so many snakes entering 
their holes in the ant-hills. 


8. With those shafts struck upon his 
forehead, the son of Suta, looked beautiful, 
as he did before while his forehead was en- 
circled with a chaplet of blue lotuses. 


9. Thus deeply pierced by the son of 
Pandu endued with great agility, Karna 
held the Kuvara of his car for support and 
then shut his eyes. 


1o. But within a moment, that afflicter of 
foes Karna regaining his senses, found his 


body steeped in blood and became furious 
with rage. 


tr. Inflamed with vage in consequence 
of his being pierced thus by the firm bow- 
man Bhima, Karna endued with great 


acitivy, dashed against the car of Bhima- 
sena. 


12. Then, O king, the revengeful and 
enraged and mighty Karna, sped at Bhima 
a group of hundred arrows furnished with 
wings of the feathers of the vultures. 


13. Thereat Pandu’s son, disregarding 


the display of Karna's prowess} began to 
shower fierce arrows on him. 


Td. Then, O afflicter of foes, the enraged 
Karna, © monarch, struck the irate Bhima 
on the breast with nine shafts. 


15. Then both those tigers among men, 

resembling a couple of tigers with fierce 
teeth. showered upon each other, jn that 
battle, their torrents of arrows like two 
mighty masses of clouds. 


16, They tried to terrify ene another in 
that battle, with the sound of their palms 


and with showers of arrows of diverse des- 
criptions. 3 


17—18. Inflamed with rage, each endea- 
voured to counteract the feats of the other 
in battle. Then that slayer of hostile heroes, 
viz Bhima of mighty arms, O Bharata, cut- 
ting off with a razor-headed arrow:the bow 
of Karna,uttered a loud war-cry. Tken leav- 
ing aside that severed bow, the son of Suta 
that mighty Car-warrior, 


19. Took up’ a tougher and st p 
bow. Then beholdi : ete e 
the Sindhus and Sots Ronee, 


s, and the Kurus, - 
20. And mar 


king that the Earth was 
covered over with armours and standards 


4 weapons lying s 
| seeing al ying scattered about, and 


so the dead bodies of elephants, 
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foot-soldiers and horsemen and car-warriors 
on all sides, 


a1. The body of Suta’s son blazed up 
with radiance, in consequence (f wrath. 
Thereupon stretching his terrible bow deck- 
ed with gold, 


22. The sonof Radha, O monarch look- 
ed at Bhima with eyes flashing rage. In- 
flamed with rage the son of Suta, while dis- 
charging, his shafts, looked beautiful, 


23—26. Like the autumnal sun of burning 
rays at mid-day. While engaged in taking 
up an arrow, placing it on the bow-string, 
stretching the string and letting it off, no 


one could notice any interval between those į 


acts of his. While Karna was shooting his 
arrows right and left, his bow always ap- 

eared to be drawn to a circle like a dread- 
fal circle of fire. Arrows of sharp heads, 
shot from the bow of Karna, and furnished 
with wings of gold, 

27—28. Covered, O monarch, all the 
quarters, intercepting the very rays of the 
solar orb. In the skies then were seen 
numerous groups of shafts, furnished with 
golden wings and shot from the bow 
of Karna. ‘he arrows discharged from 
Karna’s bow, 


29—30. Then looked beautiful like rowe 
of cranes ranging through the skies. All the 
arrows discharged ty the son of Adiratha’ 
were winged with the feathers of vultures, 
whetted on stone, adorned with gold, endued 


with great impetuousity, and furnished with | 
Thrown by the | 


exceedingly keen points. 
force of his bow-string, those gold-decked 
rerows, 


31—33. Coursed in continuous lines to- 
wards the chariot of Bhima; those gold- 
decked arrows hurled by Karna, 
ranging through the skies in large numbers, 
looked beatiful like continuous fights of 
locusts. The shafts shot from the bow of 
the son of Adhiratha, as they flew through 
the heavens, appeared like one long arrow 
poised in the sky. Likea cloud covering 
the mountain breast with torrents of rain, 


Karna, excited to the highest 
oured on Bhima his arrowy 
O Bharata, your sons and 
ll beheld the EY energy, 

nd perseverance 0 ima inas- 
NT nE latter, unmindful of that 
shower of arrows resembling the furious 
ocean, dashed with wrath against Karna. 
O monarch, Bhima then wielded a bow that 
was formidable and the back of which 
was adorned with gold. 


37. In 
stretching, 
it resemble 


34-36. 
pitch of fury, p 
showers; then 
their soldiers a 


sequence of his, repeated 
arabe looked like a circle and 
d the bow of Indra himsalf, From 


while | 


PARVA. 227° 


it then were shot shafts that filled the entire 
welkin. 


38. Then with his gold-winged arrows 
of depressed knots, Bhima constructed a 
festoon in the welkin that looked like a 
veritable garland of gold, 


_ 39. Then the net-work of arrows spread 
in the skies by Karna, began to be shat- 


| tered and torn, being struck with the winged 
arrows of Bhimasena. 


40. Shot both by Bhima and Karna, 
myriads of arrows of the touch of fire-sparks 
and straight-coursing, 


41. And furnished with golden wings, 
entirely covered the welkin over. The 
sun then did not shine, nor did the wind 
blow. 


42. The welkin being shrouded in that 
net-work of arrows, nothing could be then 
distinguished. Then the son of Suta cover- 
ing Bhima with arrows of various descrip- 
tions, 


43. And totally unmindful of the latter’s 
prowess, strove to prevail over him. O sire, 
those myriads of arrows, discharged by 
both those warriors, 





Appeared to clash against one 
like two contrary currents of wind. 
Consequent. on that clash of arrowy 
showers shot by those two- foremost of 
men, 


45—46. A fire,O foremost of the Bharatas, 
was engendered in the welkin. Desirous 
of slaying Bhima, Karna tien, sped at the 
former numerous arrows, furnished with 
golden wings and cleansed by the forger 
! himself. Bhima, however, with his own 
shafts, cut every one of Karna’s arrows 
into three fragments, 


47—48. And then obtaining some advan- 
tage over the son of Suta, he cried out 
saying wait, wait, then the irate and power- 
ful son of Pandu, like an_all-destroying 
fire once more shot excitedly showers of 
arrows. Then a loud sound was produced 
there, in consequence of the leathern gloves 
of the combatants striking against their 
bow-strings. 


49. Then tremendous became the sound 
of their slapping palms, dreadful the sound 
of their war-cries, and fierce the clash of 
their cars and the twang of their bows. 


50. Then O king, desirous of beholding 
the prowess of Karna and that son of Pandu 
who were striving to slay each other, the 
other combatants giving up fighting be- 
ċame spectators. 


1. Fhe celestial sages, the Siddhas, ` 
and the Gandharvas, applauded them both - 
saying ‘Excellent, Excellent’; and hosts of 


| another 
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of the use of his car and his shield, became 
infuriate in wrath. 


67. Then with great vehemence he hurled 
at Karna’s chariot that sword ; that mighty 
sword then cutting off the stringed bow 
of Suta’s son, 


68—70. Dropped down on the earth like’ 
O king, an angry snake from the heavens. 
Then the son of Adhiratha, inflamed with 
rage in that battle, smilingly grasped 
another bow destructive of foes, having a 
tougher string and stronger than the one 
that had been cut off. Desirous of slaying 
the son of Kunti, O king, Karna, then 
began to discharge by thousands, arrows 
furnished with golden wings and endued 
with great impetuousi y. Wounded with 
those shafts shot from Karna’s bow, the 
puissant Bhima, 


71. Bounded up into the air, thereby 
filling Karna’s mind with great pain. Be- 
holding that conduct of the victory-desiring 
Bhima, Karna, 


72. Theson of Radha deceived Bhima- 
sena by hiding himself inside his chariot. 
Beholding Karna hide himself in the terrace 
of his car with a frightened heart, 


73. Bhima, catching hold of the former’s 
flag-staff, remained on the ground. Then 
all the Kurus and the Charanas applauded 
that feat of his, vizs., 


74. His attempt to snatch away Karna 
from his car, like Garuda snatching away 
a Serpent (from its hole), Then Bhima, 
with his bow burst open, and car useless 
but still observant of his duties, 


75. Remained on the field, keeping his 
car behind him and firmly resolved to con- 
tinue that battle. In that combat, the son 
of Radha once more rushed, 


76. Inrage, against that son of Pandu 
who stood before’ him in the attitude of 
fighting. O mighty monarch, those two 
highly puissant heroes, looking at their 
respective feats, and encountering each 
other, 

77. Begar to roar at each other like two 
rain clouds at the end of the summer season 
The combat between those two foremost of 
men who were excited to the highest pitch 
of fury, 


78. And who would not brook each other’s 
feat, looked like that between the gods 
and the Danavas. His stock of weapons 
exhausted, Kunti’s son (Bhima) was assailed 
by Karna. : 


79. Then deprived as he was of his 
weapons, beholding the huge mountain- 
like elephants slain by Arjuna lying on the 
field, he entered into their midst for im- 
peding the progress of the car of Karna. 


Vidyadharas then showered flowers on 
those two heroes. 


52. Thereafter, the mighty-armed and 
wrathful Bhima of resolute prowess, _repuls- 
ing the weapons of Karna by his own, 
began to pierce that son of Suta. 


53- Karna also, that mighty hero, baffl- 
ing Bhima’s darts, wounded Bhima with 
nine Narachas resembling snakes of viru- 
lent venom. 


- 54. With as many winged shafts, Bhima 
then cut off those Narachas sped by Suta’s 
sons when they were coursing through the 
sky, and said wait, wait, 


55. Then the mighty-armed Bhima 

possessed of great valour, shot at Adhira- 

. tha’s son a shaft looking like the enraged 

god of Death and resembling a mace 
second to that wielded by Yama. 


56. The son of Radha however, O king, 
i smilingly cut off that dart of Pandu’s son as 
it few through the sky with three shafts of 

' his own. . 


57. Theson of Pandu then once more 
shot showers of dreadful arrows; and 
Karna also dauntlessly received all those 

` weapons of his. 


S899. Inflamed with wrath, Karna, the 

_son of Suta by virtue of the illusion of his 

weapons, cut off in that combat, with his 
straight arrows the pair of quivers and the 
bow-string, and the traces of the steeds of 
the fighting Bhima. Thereafter slaying his 

_antagonist’s steeds, Karna pierced the 
latter’s charioteer with five shafts. 


60—61. Theroupon the charioteer run- 
ning in haste, ascended the car of Yudha- 
myu. Burning with wrath, Radha’s son, 
whose effulgence then equalled the effulgence 
of the Vuga-fire, cut off the standard of 
Bhima and felled his banner, smiling the 
while. Deprived of the use of his bow, 
Bhima then grasped a fearful lance. 


62—64. Inflamed with rage, he balanced 
it in his hands, and then hurled it vehemently 
at the chariot of Karna. Adhiratha’s son 
_ then with ten shafts,cut off that gold-decked 
dart hurled by Bhima, as it was flying 
swiftly towards him like a blazing meteor ; 
that lance then fell down, severed into frag- 
ments by those sharp arrows of Suta’s son 

_ Karna, that watrior versed in all modes 
of warfare, then engaged in the fight for 
the sake of friends. Then the son of 

. Kunti grasped a buckler adorned with 

i gold, : 

ı 65—66. Anda resplendent sword, desirous 
of reaping either victory or death. But 
© Bharata, Karna again smilingly cut cff 
that effulgent buckler of Bhima with numer- 
pus dreadful arcows, Bhima then deprived 
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80, Entering into that host of elephants, 
that was inaccessible to a chariot, the son 
of Pandu desirous of saving his life, did 
no longer strike the son of Radha. 


81. Then searching eagerly for protec- 
tion, that subjugator of hostile cities, that 
son of Pritha, uplifting an elephant slain 
by the arrows of Arjuna, stayed on the 
field of battle, 

82. Looking like Hanumat holding the 
(Gandhamadhana) mountain over-grown 
with Oshadhis. But Karna, then cut that 
elephant, to pieces with his sharp arrows. 

83. Then the son of Pandu began to 
throw at Barna, limbs of slain elephants 
and horses and car-wheels and every thing 
he saw lying on the field. 


84. The son of Pandu then inflamed 
with rage, threw at Karna, every-thing 
that then came within his reach. But all 
those things hurled at him, Karna cut off 
with sharp arrows. 

85. Bhima also raising his clenched fists 
endued with the force of thunder and 
terrible, desired to kill Suta’s son. But he 
then came to recollect the vow of Arjuna 
(for slaying Karna). 

86. ‘Thus the son of Pandu, though com- 
petent, did not slay Karna, desirous of 
keeping inviolate the vow that Arjuna had 
made. 

87. 
caused the already afflicted Bhima, to lose 
his senses by striking him with his sharp 
arrows. 

88. Recollecting the words of Kunti, 
Karna then did not slay Bhima who was 
then weaponless but with the handle of his 
bow he poked and pierced him. 


89. Soon as he was struck with the end 
of Karna’s bow, Bhima was inflamed with 
rage, and breathing like a snake and 
snatching away Karna’s bow, he began to 
strike him on the head. 

go. Struck by Bhimasena, the son of 
Radha with his eyes red in rage smilingly 
spoke these words to the former, 


gt. Over and over again,—'‘‘Beard- 
less eunuch, ignorant fool, glutton, without 
any skill in the use of weapons, do you never 
again venture to fight (with any one) ? You 
are but a boy, a laggard in battle ! 


92. O son of Pandu where there are 
various kinds of food and drink and edibles, 
that is really the place fitfor you, and not 
the field of battle, O wicked-souled one ! 


93. Devouring esculent roots, fruits and 
flowers, it is proper that you should engage 
yourself in the observance of vows and 





But the son of Suta then repeatedly | 
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rites, in the woods. O Bhima, you know 
not how to fight ! 


94. Vast is the difference, O Vrikodara, 
between fighting and the occupation of a, 
hermit. So, do you repair to the forest 
O master ; you are not capable of fighting 
and have an inclination for dwelling in the 
woods. 


95. Urging cooks and servants and 
orderlies to make haste in making your 
dinner ready, O Vrikodara, you are capable 
of striking and reproving them. 


96. Becoming a hermit, O Bhima, do 
you begin eating fruits, O wicked-minded 
wretch. O son of Kunti, betake to the 
forest, for you are incapable of fighting. 


97. You are fit, O Vrikodara, tor e- ting 
large quantities of esculent roots and for 
receiving and welcoming guests. O Vri- 
kodara, I do not consider you fit for wielding 
weapons.” 


98. O monarch, he was also reminded 
by Karna in harsh language, of all the 
wrongs done to him in his days of child- 
hood. z 


99. And once more as Bhima greatly 
weakened stood there, Vrishasena poked 
him with horn of his bow and smilingly ad- 
dressed these words to him. 


100. “O child, you should fight with 
others and not with men like myself. 
Those who fight with men like myself, have 
to undergo this and many things else. 


tor. Hie yourself to the spot where the 
Krishnas are, and they will then protect you 
in battle. Or, O son of Kunti, return to 
your home, O child what is the good of 
fighting ?” 

102. Then hearing those very harsh 
words of Karna, Bhima smilingly spoke 
these words to him at the presence of every 
body. 

103, “O wicked fool you have been 
repeatedly defeated by me, how then can 
you indulge in this vain brag ? The 
Ancients have seen the victory and defeat of 
the mighty Indra himself ! 


1o4. O scion of a mean family, come 
and wrestle with me. ‘Then even as 1 have 
slain the mighty and luxurious Kichaka, 


ro5. I will slay you before the very eyes 
ofall the kings. “But knowing Bhima’s 
intention, that foremost of intelligent beings 
Karna, 

106. Refrained from that fight before 
the very eyes of the bowmen present. ‘Thus 
O king, making Bhima carless, Karna re- 
proved him in such harsh language, 
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. 107—108. In the presence of that -best of 
the Vrishnis and the son of Pritha. Then O 
king, the ape-bannered Arjuna, being urged 
on by Kesava, sped at the son of Suta nu- 
merous arrows whetted on stone, Then 
those gold-decked arrows hurled by the 
force of Partha’s arm, 


tog. And issuing out of the Gandiva, 
` penetrated into Karna’s body like so 
many cranes entering into the Krouncha 
mountains. Wounding Karna with those 
arrows shot from the Gandiva, that entered 
his body like so many snakes, 


110. Dhananjaya, drove away the son of 
Suta from the vicinity of Bhimasena. ‘Then 
with his bow burst open by Bhima and 
pierced sore with the arrows of Dhananjaya, 


Bhima, in the Fayadratha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 























CHAPTER CXL. 


JAYADRATHA BADHA-PARVA,— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. Day by day, O Sanjaya, my blazing 
fame is dwindling away. Numerous war- 
riors of my side are being slain. I consider 
all this to be due to the adverse influence 
of Fate. 

2, Inflamed with wrath, Dhananjaya 
has entered into my host which is protected 
by Drona’s son and Karna and which is 
therefore incapable of being penetrated 
into by the very celestials. 


uit. Karna fled away from Bhima being 
borne hastily on his swit-coursing car. 
Bhima also, O foremost of men, ascending 
Satyaki’s Vehicle, 


112—113. Followed his broner Savyasachin 

the son of Pandu in battle. Then Dhanan- 
jaya with his eyes red in rage, and with 
reat celerity sped at Karna a Naracha 
like the Destroyer urging death forward. 
Then like Garuda ranging through the 
welkin in quest of a mighty snake, 


“114. That Naracha shot from the Gan- 
diva, flew through the sky towards Karna 
in all quickness. Then the son of Drona 
cut off that Naracha as it coursed through 

the sky, with a winged arrow, ' 


“115, Desirous as he was of freeing Karna 
from his fear of Dhananjaya. ‘Thereupon 
Arjuna inflamed with rage, pierced Drona’s 
son with sixty-four arrows 


3. Dhananjayas’s prowess has increased 
in consequence of his being united with 
that foremost of the Sinis and those two of 
burning energy, namely Krishna, and 
Bhima. 


4. Like fire burning down a heap of 
dry grass, grief is corroding my heart since 
I have heard of Dhananjaya’s entrance 
into my army. I see that all the king’s 
of the earth with the ruler of the Sindhus 
amongst them, are under the influence of 
adverse Fate. 


5. Having inflicted a terrlble injury to 
the diamem-cheked Arjuna, how could the 
ruler of the Sindhu’s escape: with his life, 
when he would become the object of- 
Arjuna’s sight ? 

6. O Sanjaya, I can imagine even now 
that the king of the Sindhus no longer: 
lives. Therefore, tell me how in reality 
did that battle rage then. 


7. He that had single-handed and 
unsuported entered into and agitated my 
army, even as an infuriate elephant enters 
and crushes a group of lotuses, 


8. Tell meof the-feats of that Vrishni- 
pero, as he achieved them, ‘strugging to 
help Dhananjaya in battle. O Sanjaya, , 
you are-an expert.in narration. 


Sanjaya said :— 


9. Seeing that foremost of men namely 
Bhima, proceed, although pierced with the 
arrows of Vikartana’s son in the midst of ` 
so many heroes, © monarch, that excellent ‘ 
warrior of the Sini race, followed him on his : 
chariot. << 


116—119. Whetted on stone,and O monarch 
addressed the latter saying ‘Fly not’. But 
afflicted with the arrows of Dhananjaya, 
Drona’s son quickly entered into the army 
teeming with infuriated elephants and nu- 
merous chariots. ‘Then the puissant son of 
Kunti drowned the sound of the other 
twangs of bows decked with goid, with the 
tremendous twang of his own bow Gandiva. 
Then the mighty Dhananjaya pursued 
Drona’s son from behind who was thus fly- 
‘ing and who had not then proceeded toa 
long way, frightening him all the way with 
bjs shafts. Tearing open the body of men, 
elephants and steeds with his Narachas 


120. Furnished with wings made of the 
feathers of the peacock and the Kanka, Ar- 
‘juna began to agitate that army of yours. 
© foremost of the Bharatas, Partha, the son 
‘of Pakasas.ni (Indra) then began to car- 
nage that host of yours, consisting of horses 
elephants and men, 3 


Thus ends the one-hundred and thirty- 


s 10. Uttering thundering roars like the“ 
ninth chapter, the fight between Karna and r ; : 


clouds at the expiration of the summer 
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season, or burning like the sun at the end 
of the rainy season, he began to slaughter 
his foes by means of his tough bow and 
caused the troops of your son repeatedly 
to tremble. ; 

11. When that foremost of Madhu's 
race careered on the field on his chariot 
drawn by horses of argentine hue and 
roared fiercely, O Bharata, there was none 
amongst your troops who could then check 
him. 


12. Then that foremost of kings namely 
Alamvusha excited with wrath, untreatreat- 
ing in battle, armed witha bow and cover- 
ed in a golden coat of mail, advancing 
against Satyaki checked his carreer in 
battle. 


13. The encounter that thereupon raged 
between them was unparalleled. Your 
soldiers and the enemy’s troops, giving up 
the fight became spectators of that battle 
battle. 


14. The foremost of all kings viz king 
Alamvusha, then sped at Satyaki ten 
shafts; but that foremost of scions of the 
Sini race, cut off all those shafts, with 
those of his own, before they could reach 
him. 


15. Thereupon, Alamvasha _ pierced 
Satyaki with three sharp arrows furnished 
with beautiful wings blazing as fire and | 
discharged from the bow drawn back to 
the very ear. These arrows penetrating 
through Satyaki’s coat of mail mangled his 
body. 

16. Then piercing Satyaki’s body with 
those keenpointed and effulgent arrows, 
poisened and of the energy of fireor the 
wind, Alamvusha, with four other shafts, 
struck the four silver-white steeds of Satyaki 
with great force. 


17. Possessing prowess and activity 
‘equal to those of that bearer of the discus 
(Krishna), the grandson of Sini, thus 
struck by Alamvasha, slew the latter’s fours 
steeds with four keen arrows. 


18, Then cutting off the head of Alam- 
vusha's charioteer, he severed with a broad- 
headed arrow fierce as the yoga-hre from 
the former's trunk his head graced with | 
excellent ear-rings and beatiful as the full 


| 

| 

| 

moon. | 
| 

| 

| 





19. Having slain that scion of a race 
whose descendants are all kings, the illus- 
trious descendant of the Yadu race that 
hero capable of crushing the hostile army, 
advanced towards Arjuna, O king, checking 
in his progress the soldiers of the enemy. 

20. © monarch, thus careering 
amongst his enemies, the Vrishni hero, 
when following in the track of Arjuna, was 





„bow, 
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seen: with his shafts to destroy repeadly 


the Kuru host, like the raging tempest 
scattering masses of clouds. i 


21. Where-ever that foremost of men 
desired to go, he was borne thither by those 
best steeds of his that were of Sindhu 
breed, well-broken, tame, white as milk, 
or the Kunda flower, or the moonor the 
snow, and that were decked with housings 
and traces of gold. 


22. Then, O descendant of Ajamidas 
race, yours sons, united with other soldiers 
of your army, quickly rushed against 
Satyaki, making that foremost of warrior's 
viz Dussasana their leader. 


23. Those commanders of divisions 
surrounding the grandson of Sini on all 
sides, began to wound him vis that foremost 
of the Satwata’s; that hero Satyaki resist- ` 
ed them with showers of his atrows. 

24. Resisting them all quickly with his 
shafts of fiery energy, that slayer of hostile 
heroes, the grandson of Sini uplifting his 
slew the horses of Dussasana’s 
chariot ; then Arjuna and Krishna seeing 
that foremost of men Satyaki thus fight 
in battle became highly delighted. 

Thus ends the one hundred and for- 
tieth chapter, the slaughter of Alamvusha 
in the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 





CHAPTER CXLI. 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— ; 

1—2. Then the mighty archers of the 
Trigartta clan, all owning gold-decked stan- 
dards, surrounded on all sides the mighty- 
armed Satyaki—that hero who performed 
with activity everything that demanded 
promptness, and who having penetrated in-. 
to that host fathomless as the ocean, was 
advancing against Dussasana’s chariot, for, 
giving victory to Dhananjaya. 

3. Then all those excellent bowmen. 
waxing wroth and surrounding him with 
hosts of carson all sides, began to pour their 
arrowy showers on them. 

4. But the unsupported Satyaki of pro- 
wess incapable of being baffled, then alone 
conquered his fifty antagonists, all princes 
of the Trigartta race looking very beautiful 
in battle. 

Then he reached the ecntre of the 
Bharata host, echoing with the sound of 
palm-strokes and abounding in swords, 
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lances and maces and looking like the 
unfordable ocean itself. 


6. We then behold the wonderful con- 
duct of Sini’s grandson, for beholding him 
now in the Western direction, we immedi- 
ately after beheld him in the Eastern direc- 
tion, so great indeed was his lightness of 
movements. 

7. Then as if dancing and resembling, 
although alone,a hundred car-warriors, that 
hero careered in the East, West, North 
and South, and all the subsidiary direc- 
tions, 


8. Beholding that conduct of that one of 
lion-like prowess and tread, the Trigartta 
warriors greatly afflicted, fell back upon the 
division of their clansmen. 


9. Thereafter the brave warriors vig the 
Surasenas tried to resist Satyaki wounding 
him with arrowy showers, like a guide per- 
cing his mad eiphant with the goad. 


1a, The illus: ious ‘Satyaki fought with 
them only for a while and then that hero of 
inconceivable prowess commenced his fight 
with the Kalingas. 


11. Passing through the division of the 
Kalingas that was incabable being pass- 
ed through, the mighty-armed Satyaki 
approached Dhananjaya the son of Pritha. 


12. Then like an exhausted swimmer 
reaching land, the heroic Yuyudhana be- 
came comforted on obtaining sight of Dha- 
nanjaya that foremost of men. 


13. Beholding Satyaki come near them, 
Kesava addressing Arjuna said :—'' There 
comes the grandson of Sini, O son of Pritha, 
pursuing the track (opened by you). 


14. O you of true prowess, Satyaki is 
your friend and pupil. That foremost of 
men, holding all the warriors of the hostile 
Fost at a pins fec, has vanquished them all. 


15. Inflicting dreadful loss. upon the 
Kouravas, Satyaki dear unto you like your 
own life, is coming towards you, O diadem- 
decked one ! 

16. Having worsted with his arrows, 
Drona and Kritavarman of the Bhoja race, 


this Satyaki is approaching you 
Phalguna. i 


- ī7e Having slain numerous warriors al 


best of their class, the valorous Satyaki, 


ever solicitous of the welfare of Yudhisthira, 
and accomplished in the use of weapons, is 
approaching you, O Arjuna. 


18. © son of Pandu, the puissant Satya- 
is coming to you having achieved numerous 
difficult feats in the midst of the Kourava 
host. 


19. Having encountered on a single car 












































many mighty car-warriors having Drona 
at their head, the heroic Satyaki is aps 
proaching you, O Arjuna. 


20. Deputed by the very Virtuous king 


Yudhisthira, O Pratha, this Satyaki is 
coming to you, having penttrated through 
the Kourava army, depending upon the 
might of his arms. 


21. Invinclble in battle, that Satyaki who 


has no match for him inthe whole Koura- 
va army, is now coming to you, O son of 
Kunti! P 


22. Freed from the press of the Kourava 


troops, like a lion from amidst a herd of 
kine, Satyaki is now approaching you, after 
having slain numerous hostile soldiers. 


23. O sen of Pritha, here comes Satyaki 


in all quickness, having covered the earth 
with the heads of thousand’s of kings, 
graced with faces resembling blooming 
lotuses. 


24. Yonder comes Satyaki, having cons 


quered Duryodhana with his brothers, and 
having slain Jalasandha in battle. 


25. Yonder comes Satyaki, having 


created a river of blood with clots of blood 
for its,mire, and having disregarded the 
Kouravas like some any straws.” 


26. Hearing these words of Kesava 


Kunti’s son although filled with delight re= 
plied to the former saying :—"'O mighty 
armed one, I am not pleased to find that 
Satyaki is coming to me. 


27. O Kesava, I do not know the wheres 


abouts of the very virtuous king Yudhisthira. 
I am doubtful whether he lives or not, being 
deprived of the help of this Satwata hero. 


28. O mighty-armed one, it snould have 


been this one’s first duty to protect the king 
in battle. O Krishna, wherefore has then 
this one abandoning him has followed in my 
wake ? 


29. The king has been left to the mercy’ 


of Drona ; the ruler of the Sindhus is still) 
unslain, and yonder does Bhurisravas rusty 
against Satyaki in battle. AS 


30. I havestill the heavies tburden hang- 


ing on me, in the shape of my vow to slay 
the Sindhu king. Itis my duty to inform 


myself of the where-abouts of the king. It 
isalso my duty to protect Satyaki. 


31. Itis also my (self-imposed) duty to’ 
slay Jayadratha. Yonder is the sun going 
down (the horizon). As regards the mighty- 
armed Satyaki he is fatigued and his stock 
of weapons is also exhausted. 

$2, His horses are tired, and O Ma- 
dhava-his driver is worn out with fatigue. 
On the other hand, O Kesava, Bhurisrava is 


not at all fatigued, and moreover he is well 
supported, 
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aj. Will Satyaki reap victory in this en- 

tounter 7 Having crossed the ocean itself 

will Satyaki of prowess incapable of being 
vanquished, 

4—36. Will that foremost of the scion of 

the Sini race, will that highly energetic one, 

succumb in crossing the little water con- 


tained in the vestige of a cow's hoof? 


Will Satyaki obtain good fortune having en- 


countered Bhurisravas that foremost of the 
Kurus, who is high-souled and accomplished 
in the use of weapons? That he should 
despatch Satyaki after me, dismissing all 
his fears from Drona, O IKesava, I think 
this to be a mistake committed by the very 
virtuous king; Yudhisthira. Like a hawk 
when ranging through the skies, ever trying 
to pounce upon a piece of meat, Drona is 
ever endeavouring to effect the capture of 
the very virtuous king. Will the king fare 
well ? 

Thus ends the one hundred and forty- 
first ċhapter, Satyaki’s seeing of Arjuna, 
tn the Jayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTERCXLII. 


(JAYADRATHA:BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. — 


Ganjaya said :— 

1. Beholding that warrior indomitable 
in battle, that scion of the Sini race rush 
furiously to battle, O king, Bhurisravas, in 
famed with wrath, assailed him. 

2. . Then, O mighty monarch, that fore- 
most of the Kurus (Bhurisravas) addressing 
Sini’s grandson thus spoke :—" By good luck 
it is that you have to-day come within the 
range of my sight; 

3. To-day, I shall realise in battle my 
long-cherishe | hope ; you shall not escape 
me alive if indeed you do not fly away from 
the battle. 

4. O scion of the Dasarha race, to-day 

slaying you who ever boast of your prowess: 
I shall afford delight to Suyodhana, the king 
of the Iurus. 
_ 5: To-day the heroes, Kesava and Ar- 
juna, will both behold you prostrate on the 
field of battle, consumed with the fire of my 
barrows. 

To-day Dharma's son king Yudhisthira 
hearing you slain by me, would be covered 
with shame, for it was he who despatched 
you on this mission. 

q. To-day Pritha’s son Dhananjaya will 
come to know of my prowess when he will 


30 
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see you slain by me and li ing i 
h y and lie weltering ia 


8. This encounter with you has lorig 
been desired by me, like that desired by 
Sakra with Vali, in the battle between the 
Gods and the Asuras in days gone by. 


9. To-day, O descendant of the Satwata 
race, I shall fight a terrible fight with you, 
whence you shall know my great might and 
manliness, 


to. Slain by me in battle, you shall to- 
day go to the domains of the Samyamani, 
like the son ofRavana slain by the younget 
brother of Rama (Lakshmana.) 


moe To-day Krishna, Partha, and the 
virtuous king Yudhisthira, O Madhava, 
will abandon fighting, and become despon- 
dent, in consequence of your slaughter. 


12. O Madhava, to-day, slaying you 
with my sharp arrows, I shall afford delight 
to the wives of those who have been slain by 
you. 

13. Just asa small deer coming within 
the range of a lion’s sight cannot escape, so 
O descendant of Madhu's race, you shall 
not escape me alive, having come within 
the range of my sight.” 

14. Thereupon, O king, Yuyudhana 
smilingly replied to him saying :—"'O illus- 
trious descendant of the Kuru race, I have 
no fear in fight. . 

15. Iam not to be terrified by empty 
words. He will slay me in battle who 
will be competent to deprive me of my 
weapons. 

16. He that will slay me in battle will 
ever be victorious. What is the use of vain 
boasts. Achieve in deeds what you say in 
words. 

17. Like the rumble of autumnal clouds, 
your roars are barren. So hearing your 
empty roars nothing best my laughter is 
being excited. 

18. O Kourava, let the encounter which 
you looked so eargrly for, to-day take 
place; O sire, my heart that longs for tbe 
combat with you, can not tolerate any more 
delay. 

19. O wretch, I shall not abstain from 
the fight to-day without having slain you 
in battle.” “Thus those two formost ‘of 
men, stirring each other with their biting 
words, 

20. And waxing wroth, and desirous of 
slaying each other in battle began to smite 
each other. Then those two mighty bow- 
men both boastful of their prowess and both 
challenging each other, 
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at: Appeared like two  infutiate ete- 
phants encountering each other, with a de- 
sire to consort with ashe-elephant. Then 
those two subducrs of foes, Bhurisravas 
änd Satyaky began to pour, 


22. On each other, dreadful showers of 
arrows like two mighty-clouds. Covering 
Sini’s grandson with swift-coursing arrows, 
Somadatts’s son, 


23. © foremost of the Bharatas, desirous 
of slaying the former, pierced him with sharp 


arrows. Having pierced Satyaki then with 
ten arrows, Somadatta’s son, 


24—25. Out of a desire for slaying that 
“jllustrious scion of the Sini race, sped other 
sharp shafts at him. Then, O ruler of men, 
Satyaki with the illusion of his weapons 
‘devoured up all those arrows, O lord, when 
they were ranging through the skies and 
before they had even reached him (Satyaki). 
‘Then those two heroes began to pour upon 
one another their showers of weapons. 


_ 26. Those two heroes, of noble extraction 
beth enhancers of the fame of the Kurus 
and the Vrisknis respectively, began to fight 
with each other like two tigers fighting with 
glaws, or two elephants fighting with their 
tusks. 


27. With lances and with darts and 
javelins they inflicted wounds on each 
‘other. They mangled their bodies and shed 
‘blood profusely. 

28. Then those two heroes checked each 
other in that battle which was like a 
‘gambling match jn which their lives were 
‘the stakes. ‘Thus those two enhancers of the 
‘glory of the Kuru and the Vrishni races 
(respectively), 


29—31., Fought on with each other like 
two huge elephants, the leaders of two herds. 
"Those two warriors, both desirous of attain- 
ing the highest of regions both longing to 
attain to the region of Brahma, thus roared 
“at each other. Indeed Satyaki and Soma- 
‘datta’s son continued to cover each with 
their arrowy downpour in the sight of the 
delighted Dharterastras. The people then 
„witnessed that encounter between those two 
foremost of warriors, 


+32. . Who were fighting like two leaders 
of elephant herds for the sake of consorting 
with a she-elaphant in her season. hen 
‘each slaying the other’s steeds and cytting 
off the other’s bow 


a3: And thus deprived of the use of 
their cars, encountere each other for sword 


fighting. Taking up two large and beautiful 
and variegated shields made of bull's hide, 


134s And drawing out their swords out 
Of their scabbards, they appeared beautiful 
on the field of battle, They moved in 



































various motions ahd described in theif 
montions, various circles. 


35. Those two subduers of foes incess- 


antly then began to strike one another out 
of rage. With their swords and covered 
in variegated coats of mail apd adorned with 
Nikas and Angadas, 


_36. Those two renowned warriors dis- 


played various kinds of motions. They 
wheeled about and jumped on high, made 
side thirsts, leapt forward, whirled on high, 
ran and dashed forward and advanced up- 
wards. 


37. Those two subduers of foes began 


to smite each other with their swords, and 
each was on the alert for finding the weak- 
ness of other. Both of those two heroes 
jumped up superbly, 


38. And both displayed their training 


agility and skill. Those foremost of warti- 


ors in that battle, made many skilful thirst 
at each other. 


39. Then, O foremost of men, ‘striking 
each other, they took respite only for “a 


mornent before the presence of all the 
troop. 


4o. Having, with their respective swords 


cut off the variegated buckler of each other 
decked with hundred moons, those foremost 
of men engaged in a wrestling encounter, oO 
ruter of men. 


41. Possessed of expanded chests, long 


arms, and both versed in wrestling, they 
fought on with each other with their arms 
that resembled iron-piked bludgeons. 


4z. They struck and, seized each other 


with their arms, and each seized the others 
neck with his arms. The skill that they 
had acquired by practice, afforded great 
delight to other warriors who then were 
turned into mere spectators. 


43. Then, O king, as those two foremost 


of men fought on with each other, the . 
sound that then arose, was like that 
caused by the striking of thunder against a — 


mountain. 


44—46. Like two elephants fighting with 
each other with the ends of their tusks, or 
like two bulls with their horns, those two 
high-souled and foremost warriors of ‘the 
Kuru and the Satwata races, fought with 
each other, sometimes twining each other 
with their arms, sometimes striking each 
other witlitheir heads, sometimes binding 
each other with their legs, sometimes slap- 
ping their arm-pits, sometimes scraching 
each other with their nails, sometimes em- 
bracing each other tightly, sometimes twin- 
ing their legs round each others loins, some- 
times rolling on the ground, sometimes 
‘gding forward and sometime falling back, 
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sometimes challenging each other, some- 
times throwing each other down, sometimes 
rising up and sometimes jumping on high. 
47, Then those two puissant combatant’s 
displayed in that encoynter all the thirty 
kinds of manceuvers and acts that are the 
principal features of these kinds of encoun- 
ters. 


48. When during that encounter, the 

ock of Satwata’s weapons was exhausted, 
‘asudeva’s son addressing Arjuna said :— 
“Behold this carless hero, vis., Satyaki, 
this foremost of all weilders of bow, en- 
gaged in fight l 


49. O son of Pandu, he has followed 
you having penetrated into the Bharata 
host. O Bharata, he has fought with 
many mighty warriors of the Bharata host. 


50. Bhurisravas who has made great 
sacrificial presents, rushing upon that fore- 
most of warriors vis., Satyaki exhausted 
with fatigue, has now encountered him. 
This is indeed very unfair.” 


5t. Then the indomitable Bhurisravas 
inflamed with rage, uplifting his sword 
struck Satyaki like a mad elephant striking 
another in the same state. 


52. Those two foremost of car-warriors, 
both riding in their cars, and both rushing 
with rage fought on with each otker, 
Arjuna and Krishna being their witnesses. 


53- Thereupon the mighty-armed 
Krishna. addressing Arjuna said. ‘Behold 
the foremost of the Vrishni and Andhaka 
races, viz., Satyaki succumb to the son 
of Somadatta. 


54. Having achieved many difficult 
feats he is now laid low on the field in 
‘consequence of his great exhaustion. O 
Arjuna protect the heroic Satyaki, your (re- 
nowned) pupil, 


55. O foremost of men, O Arjuna, do you 
soon take that measure by which Satyaki 
may not succumb to Bhurisravas the per- 
former of numerous sacrifices, O lord.” 


56. Then Dhananjaya, with a cheerful 
heart addressing Vasudeva’s son said :— 


' Behold that foremost among the Kurus, 


and that best hero among the Vrishni’s, 
sport with each other, 


57. Like a huge and enfuriate elephant 
sporting in the woods with a mighty lion. 
While Pandu’s son Dhananjaya was thus 
speaking, 


58. Loud cries of Ok and Alas arose 
among the troops, O foremost of the 


-Bharatas, as the mighty-armed (Bhuri- 


stavas) striking vigorously had brought 
Satyaki down on the earth. 


59: Then like a lion dragging an ele- 
phant, that foremost of the Kuru race, 
namely Bhurisravas, that destroyer of 
darkness, looked beautiful in that battle as 


he dragged that foremost one of the 
Satwatas. 


60. Then drawing his sword out of the 
scabbard and holding Satyaki by the hair, 
Bhurisravas struck the former on the breast 
with his legs. 


61. Bhurisravas was then about to sever 
from Satyaki’s trunk his head greaced with 
earrings. For sometime, that hero of the 
Satwata race rapidly whirled his head, 


62. Together with the arm of Bhurisravas 
that held it by the hair, like a potters 
wheel whirling round with the rod. 


63. Beholding the Satwata hero thus 
dragged by Bhurisravas, Vasudeva once 
more addressing Arjuna said :— 


64. ‘Behold O mighty-armed one, that 
foremost hero among the Vrishnis and 
Andhakas, that disciple of yours who is 
not inferior to you in bowmanship, succumb 
to the son of Somadatta. 


65. Behold, O son of Pritha, the weak 
Bhurisravas obtain advantage over the 
Vrishni hero Satyaki of prowess incapable 
of being baffled.” 


66. The mighty-armed son of Pandu 
thus spoken to by Vasudeva (Krishna), 
worshipped Bhurisrayas in his minds, 


67. (He then said to himself). ‘Dragging 
this foremost of the Satwata race as if in 
sport, the enhancer of the glory of the 
Kurus (Bhurisravas) is filling me with 
delight. 


68. Without slaying that foremost of 
the Vrishni heroes wis Satyaki he is only 
dragging the former like the king of the 
beasts dragging a mighty elephant in the 
woods.’ 


69. Having thus mentally applauded 
that foremost of the Kouravas, Pritha's 
son, O king, the mighty Arjuna thus replied 
to Vasudeva saying :— 


70. “O Madhava, my eyes being fixed on 
the ruler of the Sindhus, I can not see Bhu- 
risravas ; but for the sake of that descendant 
of Yadu's, race, I shall perform a very 
difficult feat.” : 


71. Having thus spoken and desirous 
of carrying out the words of Vasudeva, the 
son of Pandu placed a sharp razor-headed 
arrow on the bowstring. 


72. That arrow shot by the force of Par= 
tha's arms and looking like a meteor drop- 
ping from the skies, cut off-the arm of that 


- one devoted tothe performance of ‘sacriftse 
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—arm that was decked with Angadas and 
had a sword in its grasp. 


Thus ends the one hundred and forty- 
second chapter, the lopping of Rhurt- 
srava's arm, in the Fayadratha-badha of 
the Drona Parva. 


respectable deed is difficult of being perpe- 
trated by a respectable person. 


11. Men quickly imbibe the behavi- 
ours of those among whom they live, 
O Bartha, the truth of this proposition is 
verified in you. 




































12. Of royal extraction and specially 
descendant as you are of the Kuru race, how 
could you transgress the duties of the 
Kshatriya race, although you were well- 
behaved and observant of vows. 


13. This vile act that you have to-day 
perpetrated for the sake of the Vrishni 
hero, is surely the result of Vasudeva's 
instigations. And it can not possibly be 
reconciled to your nature. 


14. What man, except he that calls him- 
self a friened of Krishna would inflict such 
an injury on another who is engaged deeply 
in fighting with his adversary 7 


15. The Vrishnis and the Andhakas 
are vile Kshatriyas, ever engaged in perpe- 
trating low deeds and are by nature wedded 
to shameful conduct. Why, O Partha, 
have you chosen them to be your model ?” 


—_—— 


CHAPTERCXLIII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then that arm with the sword in 
rasp and decked with beautiful Angadas, 
ell down on the earth, thereby inflicting 
great grief on the living creation. 


2. Inthe act of striking, that arm was 
lopped off by the diadem-decked Arjuna, 
who himself remained invisible to Bhuri- 
sravas ; thus cut off, it fell down vehlmently 
on the earth, like a five-hooded snake. 


g. Then that descendant of the Kuru 
race, beholding himself incapacitated by 
Pritha's son, began, out of rage, to reprove 
the son of Pandu, having abandoned 
Satyaki. 


Sanjaya said :— 
Being thus spoken to.Partha then replied 
to Bhurisravas saying — 


16. ‘Now it is clear that with the decay 
of the body, the intellect of men also suffer 
decay, since, O master, you have uselessly 
directed all these reproaches to me. 


17. Knowing myself and Hrishikesha 
perfectly well, how is it that you reproach 
us both? I am conversant perfectly with 
the rules of fair combat and I am acquain- 
ted with the meaning of all moral precepts. 


18. So, it is impossible that I should 
commit a sinful act. Knowing this also, 
you are reproaching me. The Kshatriyas 
fight with their foes, being supported by 
their own men, 


1g. Such as their brothers, their fathers 
their sons, and relatives and friends, and 
kinsmen and companions, and also relying 
on the strength of their arms. 


Bhurisravas said :— 


4. Alas, O son of Kunti, you have com- 
mitted a cruel and heartless deed, in as 
much as, not being engaged with me, and 
covertly, you have cut off my arm. 


5. Shall you have not to say to king 
Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma— 
*Bhurisravas when engaged with another 
was slain by me in battle ? 


t 6. Wasit for this that you learnt the 
use of weapons from the illustrious Indra, 


or Rudra, or Drona or Kripa, O son of 
Pritha ! 


7. It is said that you are better ac- 
quainted with the rules about the use of wea- 

ons than many others. Why then have you 
opped off the arm of one who was not fight 
ing with you? 

8. Therighteous never strike him who 
is careless, or who is frightened, or who is 
made carless, or who implores mercy, or 
who is involved in a calam ity. 


Wi then, O son of Pritha, have you 

erpetrated this vile and difficult deed, that 

is only worthy of a mean fellow and is prac- 
tised only by wicked people. 


zo. O Dhunanjaya, respectable people 
lpok upon — respectable deeds to be very 
gasy of being accomplished. But a dis- 


20. Why then should I not protec, 
Satyaki my disciple and my dear relativet 
who is fighting in this battle on our behali 


reckless of his very life that i di It .of 
being laid down ad ep cesmiculh-o 


21. Why should I not protect Satyakf 
who is, O king, like my aun right aie to 


me? In battle, one should not look after 
his own protection only. 


22. O ruler of men, he that is engaged on 
behalf of another, should surely be T tect 
ed by that other. When-such men -are 
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themselves protected they can look after 
the protection of the king (on whose be- 
half they fight). 


23. If indeed I had passivsly beheld 
Satyaki’s slaughter in this great encoun- 
ter, then, at Satyaki's death, sin would have 
hanged on me for my negligence. 


24—28. Why do you wax wroth upon 
me for my having protected him, who in 
every way deserves my protection ? You 
are reproaching me, O king, saying, When 
engaged with another, I have yet been in- 
capacitated by you.’ In respect to this, I 
submit that I committed an error in my 
judgment. Satyaki was shaking his ar- 
mour against you and was riding on his 
own car, ‘drawing his bow-string he was 
fighting with the foes, in the midst of his 
enemies abounding in steeds and foot- 
soldier and teeming with cars and elephants 
and echoing with the war-cries of combat- 
ants. Amongst friends and foes engaged 
with one another, how could it be possible 
that the Satwata hero was engaged with 
one person only? Having 
many warriors, and vanquished many 
mighty car-warrior, 


29. Satyaki was fatigued and afflicted 
with weapon-wounds and cheerless in mind ; 
his horses also were exhausted. Having, 
under these circumstances, defeated the 
mighty car-warrior Satyaki, 

30. And having thus obtained ad- 
vantage over him, you seek to establish 
your superiority. You desired to cut off 
with your sword the head of Satyaki. 

31. I could not possibly behold passively 
Satyaki reduced to that plight. Itis pro- 

er that you should reproach your own self 
in as much as you neglected to protect your- 
self (when trying to injure another). Indeed 
O hero, how would you yourself have 
behaved towards one who would be your 
dependent.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

32. Thus spoken to (by Arjuna), the 
illustrious and mighty-armed Bhurisravas 
bearing the device of a scrificial stake on 
his banner, let Yuyudhana go, and desired 
to enter upon the performance of Praya- 
Yoga. 


33- Distinguished t 
he then spread with his | | 
arrows, and out of a desire for going to the 
regions of Brahman, he committed his vital 
breaths to the care of the gods presiding 
over them. 

a4. Steadying his eyes on the sun, sett- 
ee his mind S the purified water ar 
meditating the Mantras contained in the 


ed by many pious deeds, 
: left hand a bed of 


encountered į 
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Upanishadas, Bhurisravas betaking himsel 
to yoga, became reticent. 


35. Then all the men in the army began 
to rebuke Krishna and Dhanajaya, and 
applaud that foremost of men vis Bhuri- 
sravas. 


36. Though thus reproached by the 
general voice, the two [Krishnas uttered 
nota single word, nor did the stake-bannered 
Bhurisravas feel any joy in consequence of 


| those encomiums. 


37—38. Then Dhananjava otherwise 
called Phalguna, that son of Pandu unable 
to tolerate your sons speaking in that strain 
as also to put up with their words and the 
words of Bhurisravas, O Bharata, in sorrow 
and not at all angry, spoke these words, as 
if for reminding them all. 


39. “AIl kings know of this my great 
vow, that no one shall slay any body of our 


party so long as the latter is within the 


range of my arrows. 


40. Knowing this, O stake-bannerd, one 
it befits you not to reproach me ; without 
yourself knowing the rules of morality, you 
should not censure others. 


4t. That I have lopped off your arm 
while you, armed to the teeth, were on the 
point of slaying the unarmed Satyaki, 
is not at all against the rules of faic 
combat. 


42. But what righteous man is there 
who will not condemn the slaughter of 
the body Abhimanyu specially when he was 
deprived of his weapons, his car and his 
armour ?” 

43. Thus addressed by Pritha’s son, 
Bhurisravas touched the ground with his 
head and o'fered with his left arm the right 
one that had been severed. 

44. Then the stake-bannered BShurisra- 
vas of great effilgence O «ing having heard 
those words of Partha, became silent with 
his face turned towards the earth. 


Arjuna said :— 
45. O eldest brother of Sala, the love I 
bear for you is equal even to that I bear for 


l king Yudhisthira the virtuous, or Bhima 


that foremost of all mighty persons, or 
Nakula or Sahadeva. 


46. With my permission as also with 
that of the high-souled Krishna do you go 
to the regions of the righteous where Sivi 
the son of Usinara is. 


Vasudeva said :— 


47. You are ever devoted to the perform 
ance of sacrifices and Agnihotras ; therefore 
repair quickly to those holy regions of mine 


238 MAHABHARATA 


that constantly burn with effulgence and 
that are coveted by the foremost of gods 
with Brahman as their head, and becoming 
equal to myself be you carried on the back 
ot Garuda. 


Sanjaya said :— 

48. Liberated from fhe grasp of Soma- 
datta’s son, the grandson of Sini rose, and 
with a view to cut off the head of that illus- 
trious hero, drew his sword. 


ward garments of virtue, you are telling me 
in words of virtue, that Bhurisravas should 
not have been slain, 





































60. Where did this righteousness of yours 
fly when you ruthlessly slew in battle that 
child viz Subadra’s son when he was de- 
prived to the use of his weapons ; 


61. In a certain fit of haughtiness I 
had vowed that he who would throw me 
down in battle alive, and strike me in wrath 


£ with his knees, 
49. Satyaki then desired to slay the sin- 


: dess Bhurisravas, the eldest brother of Saila 
‘that giver of profuse presents at sacrifices, 
who was staying with his senses drawn back 
from the battle and who had already been 
slain by Arjuna the son of Pandu ; 


62. Would be slain by me even though 
that antagonist of mine should adopt 
the vow of asceticism. ‘Though | was fight- 
ing in battle with my arms and eyes in 
tact, 


63. Yet you had taken me as already 
slain. Itisindeed a great foolishness on 
your part. You foremost of the Kurus, the 
slaughter of Bhnrisravas achieved by 
me, is indeed very proper. 


64. Partha by lopping off the arm of 
this one, with sword in grasp, has fulfilled 
his vow of protecting his own partisans, and 
has thereby robbed me of my glory. 


go. Who was sitting with his arm lopped 
off, like an elephant with his trunk cut off. 
‘Phen all the warriors reproached him loudly 
for his intention. But destitute of reason, 


51. And although forbidden by the high- 
souled Partha and Krishna and Bhima and 
the two wheel protectors of Arjuna’s car, 
and Aswathaman and Kripa, 


52. And Karna and Vrishasena and the 
king of the Sindhus, and while the soldiers 
were still uttering loud shouts of denun- 
‘ciation, Satyaki slew Bhurisravas while en- 
gaged in the observance of the vow. 


53. Indeed with his sword Satyaki lop- 
ped off the head of the Kuru warrior who 
had been deprived of hisarm by Partha and 
-who was then engaged in the Praya for 
iberating his soul from the body. 


54. The soldiers then did not praise Sa- 
tyaki for that act of his, viz the slaughter of 
‘the perpetuator of the Kuru race, who had 
‘already been slain by Pritha’s son. 


55—56. Then the Siddhas, the Charanas, 
_and the men present, as also the celestials, 
seeing the Indra-like Bhurisravas slain in 
battle when sitting in the observance of the 
vow Praya, began to praise him, struck with 

wonder at the feats achieved by him. Your 
troops also argued the matter saying : 


57. ‘In this matter no blame should be 
attributed-tothe Vrishni hero. What has 
been ordained must happen. ‘Therefore we 


65. What is ordained must come to pass 
It is the hand of fate that works. Bhuri- 
sravas has been slain in the course of this 
battle. What sin have I perpetrated ? 


66. In days gone by, Valmiki sang this 
verse on earth viz—''You say, O ape, that 
women should not be slain ! 


67. In all times however men should 
always with resolute care do that which 
would give pain to thei foes.’” 


Sanjaya said :— 


68. After Satyaki had said these words, 
none amongst the Pandavas and the Kou- 
ravas, O king, said anything ; on the other 
hand they praised Bhurisravas in their 
mind. 


69. Nobody present there countenanced 
the slaughter of Somadatta’s illustrious son, 
who resembled an hermit of the woods 


and who had given away thousands of 
golden coins. 





should not cherish wrath ; since again wrath 
is the cause of a man’s grief, 


58. It was doomed that Bhurisravas 
would be slain by the heroic Satyaki. We 
necd not judge of its propriety or otherwise. 
Satyaki has been made the instrument 
of Bhutra s death by the Creator him- 

self. : 


Satyaki said :— 
s59- You, sinful Kouravas, vested in out- 





qo. The head of that brave hero graced 
with beautiful blue locks and eyes red like 
those of pegions looked like the head of a 


horse cut off in a horse sacrifice and placed 
on the sacrificial altar. 


71. Purified through his prowess and 
the death by the edge of weapons, and in 
consequenee of the boon accorded to him, 
Bhurisravas - worthy of every boon went 
tothe regions on high, shuffling off his 


mortal coil and filling the heavens with his, 
illustrious fanie, - 


SS a a 
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Thas ends the one hundred and forty- 
third chapter, the slaughter of Bhurisravas 
in the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CXLIV. 


ÜAYADRATH A-BADHA PARYA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. Having promised to Yudhisthira to 
do so, the heroic Satyaki crossed the ocean 
of ray troops, unvavquished even by Drona, 
Radha’s son, Vikarna and Kritavarman. 


2. How was it then that Satyaki checked 
and humiliated by that scion of the Kurus 
namely Bhurisravas, was brought down 
on the ground with force. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. Hear, O monarch, how the grandson 
of Sini came to being in days gone by as also 
‘how Bhurisravas was descended. O ruler 
of men, this will explain all your doubts. 


4. Atri had Soma for his son, and 
Soma’s son was called Budha. Budha’s 
‘son was Pururava whose effulgence was 
Mike that of the great Indra. 

5. Pururava hada son called Ayush ; 
thd Ayush’s son was Nahusha. Nahusha 
“had Yayati for his son who was a royal sage 
qual to a celestial. 
_ 6. By his wife Devayani Yayati had 
Yadu for his eldest son. In the dynasty of 
Yadu was born a son called by the name of 
‘Devamida. 


7. Devamida of Yadu’s race had Sura 
for his son, who was highly esteemed in all 
the three worlds. Sura had for his son that 
‘foremost of men namely the illustrious 
Vasudeva. 


8. ‘Foremost of all weilders of bows, Sura 
was equal to Kartikeya in battle. O king, 
in his race and equal to him in energy was 
born Sini, O monarch. 

o. At this time, O monarch the Sayam- 
vara of the daughter of the illustrious 
Devaka took place in which numerous 
‘Kshatriyas were present. 

zo. In that Sayamvara, Sini having 
vanquished the kings, placed the princess 
Devaki on his‘car, with a view to marry her 
to Vasudeva. 

“tr. O foremost of men, O king, then 
‘beholding the princess Devaki on tke car 
‘of-Sini of Sura’s line, the highly puissant 
Somadatta could not brook it, 
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12. Thereupon, O king, a battle was 
fought between them, that occupied half a 
day and was beautiful to look at. O fore 
most of men, a wrestling encounter then 


took place between those heroes endued with 
great heroism. 


13. Samadatta then was seized upon 
and felled on the ground by Sini; and the 
latter raising his sword and holding the 
formes by the hair, struck him with ‘his 
egs, 


14. Inthe midst of thousands of kings” 
who were witnessing the combat, from all 
sides. Then out of mercy; the latter 
abandoned the former saying ‘go, live.’ 


_15-_ Reduced to that humiliatory condi 
tion, O sire, Somadatta, influeneed by anger 
began to offer worship to Mahadeva in 
order to propitiate him. 


16. That foremost of all boon-givin 
deities namely Mahadeva became Sheed 
with him and requested. him to ask for 
his desired boon. ‘he royal son of Soma» 
datta then asked for this boon :— 


17. “I wish to have a son, O master, 
who will strike down Sini’s son in the 
midst of thousands of kings in battle and 
who will strike the latter with his leg.” 


18. Hearing these words of Somadatta 
O king, the god disappeared then and there 
saying ‘so be it.’ 

19. Through the virtue of that boon 
Somadatta afterwards got the liberal- 
minded and munificient Bhurisravas for his 
son; and it was thus that Somadatta’s son . 
succeeded in throwing down the descendant 
of Sini, 

20, And in striking him with his legs in 
in the presence of the whole army. O king 
now I have related to you what you 
asked me. 


21. Indeed that scion of the Satwat 
race (Satyaki) can not be worsted in battle 
by even the forcmost of men, The Vrishni 
heroes are all of sure aim and are acquaing~ 
ed with all modes of warfare. eae 


22. They can defeat the very gods the 
Danavas and the Gandharvas. They are 
never confounded; they fight depending to- 
tally on their own energy. They never seek 
other’s help. 


24i O lord, there is nome in this world 
equal to the Vrishnis. O foremost of the 
Bharata’s none, has been, are, or will be 
a match for the Vrishnis in might. 


24, They never contemn their kinsmen, 
and are ever observant of the commands of 
the elders. Neither the gods nor -the 


. Asuras, nor the Gandharvas, ner -the 


Vakshas ner the Rakshasas, _ 
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23. Can conquer the | Vrishni heroes, 
what to speak of men! They never cast 
covetous- glances on the things or possessions 

' of their kinsmen, preceptor or those of the 

| Brahmanas. 

| 26, ‘They never covet also the properties 

i of those that render them help on any time 
of distress. Devoted to the Brahmanas, 
and truthful in speech, they never show any 

| pride although they are wealthy. 


127, Those who are really strong are re- 
' garded as weak by the Vrishnis, and are 
rescued by them when involved in any 
danger. Ever devoted to the worship of 

ods, the Vrishnis are self-controlled muni- 
Belent and shorn of pride. 


28. For this it is that prowess of the 
Vrishni heroes are never thwarted. It is 
possible for one to carry on his shoulders 
the Meru mountain or to swim across the 
very ocean, 


29-30. But it is impossible for him to obtain 
advantage over the Vrishnis in an encount- 
er with them. © lord, | have now explain- 
ed to you every thing in respect of which 





you entertained doubts. After all, O king 
of the Kurus, O foremost of men, yours 1s 


the great fault (that has bred this war). 


Thus ends the one hundred and forty- 
fourth chapter, the praise of Sutyakt, in the 
Fayadratha-badhe of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXLV. 
QAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


qe When under these circumstances the 
Kurn warrior Bhurisravas had been slain, 
relate to me, O Sanjaya how the battle pro- 
gressed, 


Sanjaya said :— 


z._ After Bhurisravas had gone to the 
regions of the departed, O Bharata, the 
mighty-armed Arjuna urged Vasudeva 
saying :— 

3. “O Krishna, urge the steeds to the 
top of their speed, so that they may soon 
carry me to spot where king Jayadratha is, 
© sinless one it behoves you, to help me in 
the fulfilment of my vow! 

4—7. O mighty-armed one, the orb of 
the day, is quickly going towards the 
Western hills. © foremost of men, I have 


undertaken to achieve a mighty task. But 
“the culer cf the Sindhas on the other hand 
is protected by many foremost warriors, 
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among the Kurus. O Krishna, do you 
drive the horses in such a manner that my 
vow may be fulfilled before sunset and that 
Jayadratha may be slain,” 


Sanjaya said :— 

Then the mighty-armed Krishna versed 
in horse-lore, urged those horses of argen- 
tine hue towards the car of Jayadratha. 
‘Then as Arjuna proceeded shooting swift- 
flying arrows ever hitting their marks, 


8. O mighty monarch, the formemost 
warriors of yours troops quickly proceeded 
to meet him. They were Duryodhana, 
Karna, Vrishasena, the king of the Madras, 


g. Aswathaman, Kripa, and the ruler 
of the Sindhus himself; encountering the 
Sindhu king who was standing before Inm, 
Vibhatsu, 


to. Cast his eyes burning with rage on 
him and seemed to burn the former there 
with. Thereupon king Duryodhana ad- 
dressing Radha’s son quickly said :— 


11. ‘Behold Arjuna exert himself for 
compassing the slaughter of Jayadratha.”’ 
O king, your royal son Suyodhana spoke 
these very words to Iarna., 


12. “O son of Vikartana, the crisis in 
the battle has arrived. O high-souled war- 
rior, now show your own strength. O 
Karna, do you so actas Jayadratha may 
not be slain in battle by Arjuna. 


“13. O foremost hero among men, very 
little remains of the day. Thwart the enemy 
now with the waves of your arrows. O fore- 
most of men, if we can safely reach the 
expiry of the day, victory will certainly be 
ours. 

14. If the ruler of the Sindhus can be 
saved till the sun sets, then the son of Kunti, 
in consequence of his vow being bafied 
will fall upon fire. 


15. O giver of honor, the brothers and 
the followers of Arjuna will not be able to 
live for a moment on the face of the earth, 
when he passes away from it. 


16. When the Pandavas will be destroy- 
ed, O Karna, we shall enjoy this earth with 
its mountains, gardens and forests, without 
a thorn in our sides. 


17. O bestower of honor, confounded by 
adverse Destiny, and through the perversion 
of his "judgement, Arjuna has made this 


vow without judging what is practicable and 
what impracticable. 


318. ‘Surely, O Karna, the diadem-decked 
son of Pandu had vowed the slaughter of 


Jayadratha for encompassing his own des- 
uction, 


Sa SE EN 
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19, O son of Radha, how can Phalguna 
succeed in slaying the ruler of the Sindhus, 


before; sunset, when yourself indomitable 


in battle, is still alive ? P 

20. How can Dhananjaya succeed in 
slaying in battle Jayadratha who is protect- 
ed by the king of the Madras and the illus- 
trious Kripa himself ? 


21. How can Vibhatsu, who it appears 
is urged on by Fate, reach the Sindhu- 
king, who is protected by Drona’s son and 
myself and Dussasana? 


22. Numerous heroic warriors are fight- 
ing for, the sake of Jayadratha, and the sun 
is also hanging low. 
Partha will not be able to reach the ruler of 
the Sindhus in battle. 


23. Now, O Karna, supported by my- 
self, by other heroic mighty car-warriors, by 
Drona’s son, by the king of the Madras and 
Kripa himself, 


24. Do you fight with 
in battle, exerting to the best of your 
capabilities.” Having been thus spoken to 
by your son, O sire, the son of Radha, 


Replied to Duryodhana that 


25—26. 


fore-most of the Kurus in these words ;— | 


My body has been mangled with numerous 


net-works of arrows in the battle by the | 
| capable of being baffled, spreading a terri- 


heroic Bhimasena of resolute aim and of 
skilful bowmanship. O bestower of honors, 
1 now stay in battle-field, only because it is 
my duty to do so. 


27. Afflicted with mighty shafts there is | 


nota single limb of mine that is not suffer- 
ing excruciating pain; still I shall 
fight to the best of my abilities. 
life is for you. 


28. Ishalldo that by which this fore- 
most of the Pandavas will not succeed in 
slaying the Sindhu-king. So long as L 
shall fight discharging sharp arrows, 


29. The brave Dhananjaya, who can 
shoot weapons even with his lett Rand, will 
not be able to reach the vulec of the 
Sindhus. Everything that a man bearing 
love and devotion to you and always anxious 
for your wellare, ought to do for you, 


30. Shall be done by me, O you 
of Kuru's race. As regards our victory 1t 
is under the disposal of Destiny. l shall 
exert myself in battle to-day to the best 
of my abilities, for the sake of the Sindhu 
king, 

31. And also for accomplishing what 
would conduce to your good, O monarch. 
But, O king, victory depends upon Destiny. 
Relying on my prowess, 1 shall to-day 
fight with Arjuna, 


Qtr 


My very j 


Pritha’s son | 








| heads from 
O giver of honors, | 


| 32—33. For your sake, Ol foremost of 
| men, but victory is dependent on Destiny. 
O foremost of the Kurus, let all the troops 
to-day witness the horripilating and fierce 
encounter that shali take place between 
myself and Pritha’s son.” When Karna, 
and the king of the Kurus were thus talk- 
ing to each other on the field, 


34—35. Arjuna was engaged in slaugh- 
tering your army with his sharp arrows. 


| He then cut off with sharp Vallas the arms 


of unretreating heroes, arms that resem- 
bled bludgeons or trunks of elephants. ‘That 
mighty-armed hero also severed: many 
the trunks of men with his 
arrows. 


36—37. Vibhatsu also cut off the trunks 
of elephants, the necks of steeds, the axels 
of cars, and also horses, and men steeped in 


| blood, and armed with lances, in two or 


three fragments with his Ashurapras. And 


horses and excellent elephants, 


38. And standards and umbrellas and 
bows and-chamaras and heads began to 
fall fast on all sides. ‘Phen consuming 
your troops like fire consuming a heap of 
dry grass, 


39—40.—Partha soon made the earth 
deluged with blood. The mighty and in- 
domitable son of. Pritha of prowess in- 


ble carnage in that host of yours, soon 
reached the ruler of the Sindhus. Protect- 
ed by Bhimasena and by Satwata, Yibhatsu, 


4i—42. O foremost of the Bharatas, 
appeared effulgent like a blazing fre. Then 
seeing Arjuna in that condition, all the fierce 
bowmen of your army, those foremost of 
men, possessed of the wealth of energy, 
could not brook him, Thereupon Duryo- 
dhana, Karna, Vrishasena, the ruler of the 
Madras, 
Aswathaman, Kripa, and the ruler 
of ithe Sindhus surrounded the diadeu- 
decked Arjuna on all sides. 


44—45. Then all those combatants slail- - 
ed in fighting, placing the ruler Sindhus 
at their back and impelled by a desive for 
slaying Arjuna and Krishna, daundessty 
surrounded Partha, that hero versed in all 
modes oi warlare, who then appared to 
dance in the terrace of this chariot, 
emitting fierce sounds, with his bow:sinng 
and his palms, and resembling the Destroyer 
himself with mouth agape. 


46. Meanwhile the sun and the 
heavens had assumed a crimson huc. 
Desirous of the speedy setting of the sun, 
the Kourava warriors bending their ‘bows 
with arms resembling the tapering bodies of 
serpents, 
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47—48. Discharged their arrows by 
hundreds, towards Phalguna,—arrows, that 
resembled the rays of the san. Cutting of 
all those shafts thus sped towards him, 
into two, three or eight fragments, the 
djadem-decked Arjuna, indomitable in 
battle, pierced them all (with his arrows). 
Then Aswathaman owning the device of a 
fion’s tail in his banner, displaying his 
might, 

49. Began, O monarch, to resist Arjuna. 
Indeed the son of the daughter of Sarad- 
wata, piercing Partha with ten shafis and 
Krishna with seven, 


'go—51. _Impeded the progress of Arjuma’s 
chariot, with a view to protect the ruler of 
the Sindhus, Then many foremost one 
among the Kurus all great car-warriors, 
surrounded Aijuna on all sides with a Farge 
number of chariots; stretching their bows 
and discharging numerous arrows, 


` 52. ‘They began fo exert themselves for 
protecting the ruler of the Sindhus, at the 
command of your son. We then belreld 
the strengtlr of the heroic Partha’s arms, 


The inexhaustibility of hts shafts and 
the strength also of his bow Gandiva. 
Repulsing with his own weapons, those of 
Drona's son and of Kripa, 


- 54. He pierced every one of your war- 
riots with nine arrows. Thereupon Drona’s 
son pierced him with twenty-five arrows 
and Vrishasena pierced him with sevei, 


55. Duryodhana pierced him with twenty, 
Karna with three shafts. And all of them 
roared at him and went on piercing him 
without remission. 


56. Shaking their bows, they encom- 
passed him on all sides and they also made 
their chariots to be drawn in a compact 
circle around h'm. 


— 


“57. Desirous of the speedy setting of the 
sun, those mighty fighters of the Kuru | 


host possessed of great agility, began to 
roar at Arjuna, and shaking their bows, | 


58-59. Covered him with showers of 
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armed son of Pritha in the very sight of 
all the troops pierced the son of Suta, in 
return, with ten arrows, on the field of 
battle. Then Satwata, O sire, pierced 
Karna with three arrows. 


63. Bhimasena pierced him with three 
and Partha again with seven arrows. Then 
Karna that mighty car-warrior pierced 
each of them with sixty shafts. 


64. O king, then a terrible battle rageg. 


between Karna on one side and the many 
on the other; then, O sire, we beheld the 
wonderful prowess of the son of Suta, 


65. In asmuchas single-handed, he suc- 
ceeded in checking the three mighty wars 
riors in battle; tren. the mighty armed 
Phalguna struck Karna on his vital limbs: 
with a growp of hundred arrows. ‘Theres 
upon the puissant son of Suta, steeped all 
over his body with blood, 


67. Piereed the heroic Phalguna in 
return with fifty arrows, Beholding that 
lightness of hands displayed by him, Arjuna 
did not brook him. 


68. Then Pritha's son bursting his bow 
open, pierced him om his chariot with nine 
arrows of depressed knots, with great 
speed. 

Then with great lightness at a time 
when lightness was necessary, Dhananjaya 
in order to slay Karna, sped at hin an arrow 
of the effulgence of the solar rays. 


qo. As that arrow was coursing with 
vehemance through the sky, rona’s solr 
with a sharp crescent-shaped arrow cut 
it off ; thus cut down it fell down, on the 
ground. 


qi. Then the highly puissant son of 
Suta taking up another bow, covered 
Pandu's son with thousands of arrows. 


Jz. Then with his arrows, Pritha's son 
scattered the unrivalled shower of arrows 
that proceeded front Karna’s bow, like 
the tempest scattering masses of clouds: 


73: Then again Arjuna covered him 
with arrows, before the eyes of all warriors, 


sharp arrows like clonds pouring rain over displaying great lightness of hands 
) ands. 


the mountain-breast ; those brave warriors, 
having arms like heavy bludgeons, also 
showed on that occasion, O monarch, on 
Dhananjaya’s body their celestials weapons, 
Having spread a great carnage in your 
army, the mighty, 


60. And indomitable Dhananjaya, of 
prowess incapable of beinng baffled, came 
upon the ruler of tlie Sindhus. Karna how- 
ever, O` king, with his arrows, resisted him 
in that battle, 


61 62. Before the very eyes, O Bharat 
of Bhimasena and -Satwata, The MISRIY 


74- Karna also that slayer of foes, 
desirous of counteracting the feats of his 


antagonist, covered Phalguna with ‘thou- 
sands of arrows. - 


75: Roaring at each other like two bulls, 
those foremost of men, those two mighty: 
car-warriors, covered the welkin with clouds 
of straight-going shafts. 


76. Each made invisible by the other’s 
arrowy downpour, they went on striking 


each other; they roared at each other and 


wounded each other with their sharp 
arrows respectively saying, J am Partha 
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wait, or Iam Karna, wait, O Phalguna. 
Andeed those two heroes fought with each 


wonderfully, displaying great skil and | 


agility. 


78. The sight they then presented was 


such that all the other combatants became 
spectators of the battle. Then praised 
by the Siddhas and the Charanas aud the 
Pannagas, 


79. They fought on with each other, 
desirous of slaying eachother. Then Duryo- | 


dhana addressing your warriors said : — 


So. “Heedfully protect the son of Radha, | 


AVithout slaying Arjuna in battle, he will 
not abstain. Even these words had Vrisha 
said to me.” 

81—$2. Inthe meantime, O king, behold- 
ing the prowess of Karna, Arjuna of white 
horses, with four shafts shot from the bow- 
string drawn back to the ear, despatched 
the four horses of Iarna to the regions of 
Death. Then with a Valla he felled Kacna’s 
charioteer from his niche in the car. 


83. Then he covered Karna himself with | 


with a net-work of arrows, even before the 
very eyes of your son. ‘Thus covered with 
arrows, the steedless and driverless Karna, 


84—85. Confounded with arrowy showers 
was completely embarassed. Beholding him 
made carless, Aswathaman, O monarch, 
caused him to ride on his own chariot, and 
went on fighting with Arjuna. Then the 
king of the Madras pierced the son of 
Kunti with thirty arrows. 

86. The son of Saradwata pierced 
Vasudeva with twenty arrows; he then 
struck Dhananjaya with twelve arrows, 

$7. The king of the Sindhus with four. 
Vrishasena with Karna, separately pierced 
O mighty monarch, Krishna and Pritha’s 
son. 

88. Dhananjaya, the son of Kunti then 
in return peirced Drona's son with sixty- 
four and the king of the Madras with a 
hundred arrows. 

89. He pierced the Sindhu ruler with 
Vallas and Vrishasena with three arrows, 
and theri piercing the son of Saradwata, 
Pritha’s son uttered a loud war-cry. 

go. Then your troops desirous of baffling 
the fulfilment of Savayasachin’s vow, quick- 
ly:fell upon him, all inflamed with rage- 


into the hearts of | 


1. Then striking terror 1? % 
the Dritarastra’s ` troops, Arjuna invo 
into existence the Varuna weapon. Then 
Karna riding on his precious chariot, pour- 
ing. showers of arrows, proceeded against 
the son of Pritha. ; 
gz But, O Bharata, as that fierce stupi- 
fymg and terrible battle progressed the 


nvoked 
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| diadem-decked Arjuna reaching the Sindha 
i king did not loose his senses and sped his 
| arrows continuously. 


| 93. Desirous of getting back the king- 


dom and keeping in mind all the wrongs 
inflicted by the Kurus on them during 
, twelve years past, the high-souled Savya~ ` 
sachin of immeasurable prowess, shrouded 
all the points of the compass with shafts 
shot from the Gandiva. 


94 The welkin then seemed to be illu- 
mined by blazing meteors ; countless crows 
began to shoot down on the bodies of the 
troops. Meanwhile the diadem-decked 
Arjuna continued to slay the foe with his 
Gandiva of twany string like the wrathful 
Mahadeva slaying creatures with his 
Ajagara bow. 

95. Then the highly-renowned Arjuna 
that subduer of hostile troops, scatterings 
away the arrows of the son of Drona by 
means of those shot from his own bow, slew 
many foremost warriors of the Kurus, 
| mounted on their excellent steeds and ele- 


; phants. 


| 96. Then numerous monarchs taking up 
heavy maces and clubs of iron and swords 
and darts and many other kinds of strong 
weapons, and assuming frightful appear- 
ances, advanced furiously upon Partha in 
that battle. 


97. Arjuna bending his with the 
force of his arms, his terrible bow the 
Gandiva that resembled the bow of Indra, 
and of which the twang was as loud as 
roar of clouds at the end of a Yuga, went 
on carnaging your soldiers and adding to 
the population of Death's domain. 


98. Then that brave warrior caused 
those furious warriors with their cars and 
elephants and foot soldiers and bowmen 
supporting them, to be deprived of their 
arms and lives, and thus considerably ad- 
ded to the population of Yama’s kingdom. 


Thus ends the one hundred and forty- 
fifth chapter, the fierce fight between 
Arjuna and Karna, in the Fayadratha- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





—— 


CHAPTER CXLVI. 


JAYADRATHA BADHA-PARVA.— 
Continued 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Hearing the twang of Dhananjaya's 
bow, that ressembled the loud call of Death 
| or the sonorous rumble of the thunder, 
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2—3. Your troop, Q monarch, agitated | 
with fear and greatly confounded, became 
like the waters of the sea, with the fishes 
and Makaras within them, ruffled into huge 
waves and lashed to fury by the storm that 
blows at the end of a Yuga. Then the 
handsome son of Pritha, by name Dhanan- 
jaya began to career on the field of battle, 


4—7. Displaying mighty weapons and 
simultaneously showing his presence in all 
the different directions. O mighty monarch, 
indeed we could not then discern when the 
son of Pandu took out his arrows, placed 
them on the bowstring, drew the string back 
and let them off, so great was his lightness 
of hands. Thereafter the mighty-armed 
one, excited tothe highest pitch of fury, 
invoked into existence the terrible Jndva 
weapon, and mighty monarch thereby ins- | 
pired the Bharatas with terror. Hundreds 
and thousands of blazing arrows, of fiery 
heads and inspired with Mantvas then began 
to start up into existence. Then with 
those shafts, shot'from a string drawn back 
to the ear and resembling the rays of the 
sun or the flame of fire, 


8. The sky became incapable of being 
looked at, as if covered with flashing mete- 
ors. Thereupon the darkness that the 


Kouravas had created with their arrows, 


.. And that was incapable of being dis- 
persed by other men even in their imagina- | 
tion, the son of -Pandu, traversing the field | 
and displaying his energy, dispelled by 
means of his arrows inspired by Mantras 
with the energy of celestial weapons, 


1o—11. Like the sun dispelling at day- | 
break the darkness of night with his light- | 
rays. Then with those blazing arrowy rays 
of his, the puissant son of Pritha sucked the 
lives of your warriors, like the summer sun į 
sucking with his scorching rays the waters 
of tanks and lakes. Then those arrows 
sped by him conversant in the use of celes- 
tial weapons, 


12, Covered over the hostile troops, like 
the rays of the sun covering over the earth. 
Similarly other arrows of fierce energy shot 
by Arjuna, 

13. Entered into the hearts of heroes, as if ' 
they weretheir intimate friends. ‘Those of 
your warriors who, boastful of their heroism 
then ventured to encounter Arjuna, 


14. Were destroyed like so many insects 
falling upon a blazing lamp flame. ‘Thus 
crushing the lives and fame of his enemies, 


15. Pritha’s son careeretl on the field 
like Death incarnate. tleads decked with 
diadems, huge atms adorned with Angadas, 


16. And ears graced with’ pairs of ear- 
rings, of his enemies, Pritha’s son cut off 





| 











with his shafts. The arms of elephant-riders, 
with Tomaras; those of horsemen, with 
Prasas ; 


17. Those of foot-soldiers with shields ; 
those of car-warriors with bows; and those 
of drivers, with whips and hooks, the son 
of Pandu then cut off. 


18. Dhananjaya then shone resplendent 
with his arrows of glittering tips that seem- 
ed to constitute his rays, likea blazing fire 
with incessant ‘scintillations and raging 
flames. 


18—21. The hostile kings then ins- 


| pite of all their endeavours, conld not even 


secure a sight of the handsome Dhananjaya, 
that foremost of all weilders of weapons, 
that hero equal tothe king of the celestials, 
that best of men, seen at the same time in 
all directions on his chariot, shooting his 
terrible weapons, dancing in the terrace of 
his car, and producing deafening sounds 
with his bow-string and palms, and resem- 
bling the mid-day sun ot burning rays in 
the heavens. 


22. The diadem-decked Arjuna, armed 
with arrows of glittering tips shone resplen- 
dent like a mighty mass of cloud swelling 
with rain and bearing the rainbow on its 
bosom. 


23. Then when that veritable flood of 
mighty weapons was created by Jishnu, 
many foremost warriors sank in that dread- 
ful and uncrossable sea of weapons. 


24. Strewn over with mangled faces and 
bodies and limbs, with lacerated arms, with 
arms deprived of palms and palms deprived 
of fingers, 


25. With infuriate elephants having 
trunks and tusks severed and broken res- 
pectively, with horses deprived of riders 
and necks ; with shattered chariots, 


26. With. bodies having entrails drawn 
out, legs cut off and severed remain- 
ing still or moving unconsciously and with 


hundreds and thousands of corpses and car- 
casses, 


27. The field where Partha fought was 
seen by us to resemble an area ravaged by 
Death, and to enhance, O ruler of men, 
the fears of the cowards. 


28. Or it then appeared like the sporting 
ground of Rudra where he slew creatures 
in days gone by. Portions of the field 
covered over with trunks of elephants, 


severed by Ashuvapras, i it 
covered by snakes. aeea 2 | 


29. Portions again strewn over with the 
heads of warriors graced with lotus like 
countenances, looked as if covered with 
garlands of flower. \Vith beautiful head- 


soreness 
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gears and crowns, with Keyuras, Angadas | 


and Kundalas, 


30. With armours decked with gold, with 
the caparisons and trappings of elephants 
and horses, and with hundreds of diadems, 
—strewn all over with these things, 


31. The earth, highly beautified, ap- 
peared like a newly married bride. Having 
the marrow and fat (of slain creatures) for 
its mire, having blood for its current, 

32. Full of limbs and bones and fathom- 
less in depth, having the hair of creatures 
for its moss and weeds, and heads and arms 
for stones on its shore ; 


33. Decked with variegated standards 


and banners; having umbrellas and bows | 


for its huge waves; stagnant with the huge 
carcasses of elephants ; 


34. Having innumerable cars for rafts 
to cross it ; infested with the dead bodies of 
horses; rendered unfordable with car wheels, 
yokes, axels and Kuvaras ; 


35. Infested with snakes constituted by 
by lances, darts, axes, and arrows ; having 
crows, and Kankas for its sharks, and 
jackais for its Makaras, 


36. And vultures for its fierce aquatic 
animals ; echoing with the yells of jackals ; 
infested with daneing ghosts and Pisachas 
and Pretas, thonsands in number, 

37. Carrying away many, corpses of 
slain warriors, highly dreadful.and fierce and 
awful, and resembling the Vaitarani itself— 


38. Such a river carae of striking 
terror into the hearts of the cowards, was 
then caused to flow on the field of battle. 
Then beholding the prowess of Arjuna, 
whose appearance then resembled that of 
the Destroyer, j 

39. A panic, such as had never occoured 
before, prevailed among the Kuru ranks. 
Thereupon the son of Pandu, receiving the 
weapons of heroes, with those of his own, 


4o. And achieving wonderful feats, pro- 
claimed himself to be a warrior of terrible 
deeds. Then, O king, Arjuna passed 
leaving all those foremost car-warriors of 
your army behind. 

41. Then all the creatures were unable 
to look at Pandu's son, who then resembled 
the sun shining on the meridian. 


2, Arrows shooting out of the Gandiva 
bow of that illustrious hero, were then seen 
by us to resemble rows of cranes ranging 
through the firmament. 


43. Repulsing everywhere the weapons 
af heroes with those of his own, and dis- 
playing his fierce feats, Arjuna then con- 
tinued to a acheive terrible deeds. 


44. Then impelled by the desire for 
| killing Jayadratha, O king, Arjuna pagsed 
throuh the car-division, compounding your 
warriors with his Narachas. 


í 45. Then the handsome Dhananjaya 
l having Krishna for his charioteer, began 
quickly to career on the field, shooting his 
shafts in all directions. 


| 46. Then hundreds and thousands of. 
| shafts shot by the heroic Arjuna of illustri- 
| ous soul, appeared in the sky, flying in ajl 
directions and incessantly. 


| 47. We then could not discern when 
that mighty bowmen, that son of Pandu be- 
gotten upon Kunti, took out his shafts, 
placed them on the bow-string, and let 
them off. 


48. Thereafter, O king, covering. all 
the points of the compass with his arrows, 
and afflicting all the car-warriors in battle, 
the son of Kunti dashed towards Jaya- 
| dratha, 


| 49. And pierced him with four and sixty 
straight-gaing shafts. The Kuru warriors 
then seeing Pandu’s son rush upon Jaya- 
dratha, 


| 
| 50. Gave up fighting, hecoming hope- 
| 


lessof Jayadratha’s life. Whoever amongst 
your troops then rushed to encounter the 
son of Pandu in that battle, 


| 51—53. Had his body pierced deep with 
the latter’s arrows. Then the mighty car- 
warrior Arjuna, that foremost of victorious 
heroes made your ranks headless by means 
of his arrows resembling the flames of fire. 
Thus then, O foremost of kings, sorely 
afflicting your troops consisting of four kinds 
of forces,the son of Kunti rushed upon Jaya- 
dratha. He then pierced Drona's son with 
five hundred, and Vrishasena with three 
arrows į; 


was, he pierced Kripa with nine arrows. 
He pierced Salya with sixteen and Karna 
with thirty two arrows. 


55. Then piercing the ruler of the 
Sindhus with sixty-four arrows, he uttered a 
roar like that of the lion. Then the ruler of 
the Sindhus, being pierced with the arrows 

| shot from the bow of the weilder of the 
Gandiva, 


56—57. And excited to the highest 
pitch of fury, did not to brook it, even like 
| an elephant struck with the goad. 
se that one bearing the bear as a 
| 
i 


| 
| 54. Compassionate as the son of. Kunti 
| 
| 
| 





device on his standard quickly shot at the 

car of Phalguna straight-flying arrows 

furnished with vulturine feathers, rubbed by 

the smith, and looking like so many enra- 

ged snakes, and hurled from a string dawn 
i back to the very ears. 
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58. He then pierced Govinda with three 
Narachas, Arjuna with six, their horses with 
eight and their standard with one winged 
shaft. 


§9—60. Thereupon Arjuna, repulsing the 
sharp shafts shot by the ruler of the Sin- 
dhus; cut off at the same time, witha couple 
of arrows, the head of Jayadratha’s driver 
ahd his well-decked standard. Its stay 
cut off and itself shattered and struck with 
arrows, that boars bearing standard of the 
Sindhu king fell down ‘like a flash of fire. 
Meanwhile the sun was rapidly going to- 
wards the western hills. 


62. Janarddana quickly addressing 
Pandu’s son said :—''O son of Pritha, this 
Jayadratha has been placed in their midst 
by these heroic and mighty car-warriors. 


63. © mighty-armed one, Jayadratha 
desirous of saving his life, is standing in 
the rear iv their midst. O foremost of men, 
without v nquishing in battle these six 
mighty car-warriors, 


-64. You shall not be able to slay the 
ruler of the Sindhus, even if you exert your- 
self to the best of your power, O Arjnna. 
Now I shall put forth my Yoga prowess for 
covering over the Sun, 


65, In consequence of which the ruler 
of the Sindhus only shall behold the sun 
as already set. Filled with delight and 
sanguine of his life and desirous of seeing 
your destruction, 


"66. That wicked creature will no longer 
conceal himself. Taking advantage of that 


opportunity you should, O foremost of the 
Kurus, strike him. 


.67. You should not then give up the 
entreprise thinking the sun to have already 
set.” ‘Then Vibhatsu replied to Kesava 
Saying “‘let it be 50.” 


68. Thereafter that lord of the kings viz 
Krishna created a veil of darkness for 


Covering the sun, by means of his Yoga pro- 


wess. _ 


66.. When Krishna had created that veil 
of darkness, thinking the sun to have set, 
your troops became deliglited, O king, in 
vjew of the destruction of Pritha’s son 


Arjuna. 


‘qo. ` Highly delighted, O kin our 
troops and king Jayadratha could Ba aes 
the sun though they all stood with their 


heads thrown back. 


71. . When the ruler of the Sindhus was 
beholding the setting sun, once more did 


Krishna spoke these words to Arjuna. 


Ja Bètiold; O foremost of the Bharatas, * 
the heroje ruler of the Sindhus looking ot 











the sun, freed from the fear he entertained 
of you. 


73. O mighty-armed one this is the op- 
portune moment to slay the wicked-souled 
wight. Now quickly lop off the head of 
this fellow and fulfil your vow.” 


74. Thus spoken to by Kesava the puis- 
sant son of Pandu, began to carnage your 
troops with arrows resembling the rays of 


| the sun or the flame of fire. 


He pierced Kripa with twenty and 
Karna with fifty shafts ; he then wounded 
Salya and Duryodhana each with six 
shafts. 

76. He pierced Vrishasena with eight 
and the ruler of the Sindhus with sixty 
shafts. The mighty-armed son of Pandu, 


77. Piercing your troops with his arrows, 
O king, assailed Jayadratha. Then behold- 
ing him within measurable distance like a 
swelling tongue of fire, 


78. The protectors of Jayadratha be- 
came highly anxious (about his life). Then 
O mighty monarch, all your warriors desir- 
ous of victory, 


79—81. Began to pour their arrowy show- 


erson Pakasasani in that battle. Then that. 


delight of the Kurus (Arjuna) was covered: 
over. Thereafter, that foremost of men, 
Pakasasani began to shoot terrible net- works 
of arrows with a view to slaughter your 
troops. ‘Then those warriors of yours man- 
gled by that hero in battle, 


82. Were greatly frightened and they 
abandoned the ruler of the Sindhus.. They 


| were so much confused that no two persons 


were seen to fly together. Then we beheld 
the wonderfnl prowess of Kunti’s son, 


83. Inasmuch as that high-souled war- 
tior then achieved feats whose equals had 
never before been achieved or will be ac- 
hieved in future. Elephants and elephant- 
riders, and horses and horsemen, 


_ 84. And car-drivers,—these then Ar- 
juna began to slaughter like Rudra slaying 


the creatures. I could not find in that 
battle, O king, 


that was not struck with the arrows of Par- 


tha. The vision of warriors were blinded 
with dust and darkness. 


$6. They were dreadfully confused and 

could not recognise one another. Your 

| troops urged on by fate, having their vitals 
torn open by arrows, 


| 85. A single elephant, or horse or men 


| 
t 
1 87. Began to wander, 
down. Some b 
became pale. 

1 Of cieatures, 


or limp or fall 
ecame paralysed and some 
During that terrible carnage 
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88—89. Inthat awful and fierce battle 
from which few escaped alive, the earth be- 
came deluged with blood, and the dust that 
had then arisen disappeared inconsequence 
of the showers of blood, and the gale that 
blew over the field of battle; so great was 
the shower of blood that car wheel sank in 
the mire caused thereby up to their naves. 


go. ‘Thousands of mad elephants pos- | 


sessed of great energy, O king, of your 
army, their riders slain and limbs mangled, 


gt. Began to fly away uttering shrieks 


of pain, and crushiug their owh ranks under | 


neath their feat. Riderless steeds, and foot- 
soldiers also, O monarch, 

92—93. Fled away in fright, struck with 
the arrows of Dhananjaya. Indeed your 
troop with dishevelled hairs and shattered 
armours, with blood streaming out of their 
wounds, fled away irom the from the field 
of battle, forsaking it out of fear. Some 
again deprived of the power of moving, re- 
mained there as if their lower limbs had 
been seized by alligators. 


94. Some hid themselves behind and 
under the carcarses of slain elephants. Thus 
causing your troop to fly, O monarchi, 
Dhananjaya 


95—97. Began to wound with dreadful 
shatts the protectors of the Sindhu culer. 
‘The son of Pandu then covered with his 
arrowy showers Karna, Drona's son, Kripa, 
Salya, Vrishasena, and Duryodhana. Ar- 
juna was so quick in the the use of wea- 
pons that none was able to notice when he 
took out his arrows, fixed them on the bow- 
string, and stretched the bow and discharged 
them. ‘hus when he was engaged in 
wounding the foe, his bow was seen incess- 
antly drawn to a circle. Thousands of skatts 
were seen to issue out from his bow and 
to scatter in all directions. Then severing 
off Karna’s and Vrishasena's bow, 

—1oo. Arjuna with a broad-headed 
arrow felled Salya’s charioteer Irom his 
niche on the car. ‘Then that foremost of 
victorious Heroes viz Dbananjaya, pierced 
with many arrows in that battle Kripa 
and Aswathaman, related to cach other 
as uncle and nephew. _ Thus sorely afflict- 
ing the mighty car-warriors of your army, 


ror. Pandu'’s son took up a terribl® 
shaft of the splendour of fire. Appearing 
like the thunderbolt of Indra and inspired 
with sacred Mantras, 


102. That dreadful arrow became 
capable of bearing any strain. It used al- 
ways to be worshipped with perfumes nid 
garlands of flowers. Duly charging it with 
the impetuousily of the 
descendant of Kuru, 





thunderbolt, that: 


103. Namely the mightv-armed Arjuna, 
placed it on the Gandiva's string. When 
that shaft of fiery effulgence was fixed on 
the Low string, 


104. Loud shouts were heard, O king, in 
the welkin, Then Janardana once more 
| quickly addressing Arjuna said :— 


105. “O Dhananjaya quickly cut off the 
i head of the wicked-souled ruler of the 
Sindhus. The sun is on the point of going 
to the Western hills. 


106. Listen however to the words that 
| I am going tospeak about the slaughter of 
Lee The father of Jayadratha is 
’Wiidhakshatra known all over the world. 


107—109. It was after a long time that 
he got Jayadratha that slayer of enemies, 
for his son; on the occasion of his son's 
birth, a disembodied and unseen voice, 
| deep as the ramble of clouds or the beat of 
| the drums,said unto king Vridbakshatra :— 
‘This your son, O master among men, i 
this worid, will become worthy of the two 
races (the solar and the lunar) in respect of 
lineage, conduct, self-possession and such 
other althibutes. He will become one of 
the foremost of Kshatriyas and will always 
obtain adoration from the heroes. 


110, But while struggling in battle, 
some one foremost among the Kshatriyas, 
sume well-known person in the world, worked 
up with anger, will cut off his head.’ 


it. That subduer of foes.viz the old ruler 
of the Sindhus having heard these words 
became thoughtful for a while; Hlled with 
affection for his son, he summoned all his 
kinsmen and told them su. 


112, “Phat man who will cause the head 
of my sons to fall on the earth, struggling 
in battle, will be bearing a great burden. 


113. [say that the head of that man 
will ċrack into a hundred pieces.’ Having 
‘spoken these wards, ani having installed 
Jayadratha on the throne, 


vig. Veidhakshatra, retired into the 
woods, and devoted himselt to ascetic aus- 
terities. Possessed ol great cnergy, he is 
still engaged in the observance of the aus- 
» terest of p nances, 


115. Jutside the receincts of the 
ntapanckaka, O ape-bonunered one. 
efore, severing Jayadiatha's head in 
this terrible fight, you 

116—117. © slayer of foes, should, O 
Bharata, by your fierce heaven-made wea- 
pous capable of achieving great feats, quick - 
ly throw that head adorned with ear-ring 
upon the lap of Vridhakshatra himselt, 
O younger brother of the son of the wind- 
pod. If you cause Jayadiatha’s head to fall 
į on the earth, ` 
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118—20. Then your own head will cer- 
tainly crack into hundred pieces. By mean 
of your weapons of celestial make do you 
accomplish your vow in sucha way, that 
that ruler of earth, viz, the old Sindhu king, 
may not know that itis done. O Arjuna, 
indeed their is nothing which you cannot 
achieve or perform, O son of Vasava.” 
Having heard these words of Krishna, 
Daananjaya licking the corners of his 
mouth, 


141—~123. Shot the shaft hehad taken up 
for.slaughtering Jayadratha,—shaft whose 
touch resembled that of Indra’s thunder, 
which was inspired with Mantras, which was 
of celestial make, which was capable of 
bearing any strain and which had ever been 
worshipped with perfumes and garlands. 
‘That .swift-coursing arrow shot from the 
Gandiva bow, snatched away the head of 
the ruler c“ the Sindhus like a hawk snatch- 
ing away a little bird from the top of a tree. 
Dhananjaya then discharging other arrows 
carried that head along in the heavens. 


124—125. Then that son of Pandu im- 
partie. delight to his friends and grief to 
lis foes, carried that head beyond the pre- 
cincts of the Samantapanchaka by means 
of his continuous groups of arrows. Mean- 
while king Vridhakshatra, 


126—128. The father of your son-in-law, 
possessed of great energy, was engaged in 
performing his evening Sandhya. Adorned | 
with sable locks, and graced with ear-rings, 
that head of Jayadratha was thrown upon 
his lap as he was uttering his prayers in a 
sitting posture. © subduer of foes, thus 
thrown in his lap, that head graced with 
beautiful ear-rings was not perceived by 
king Vridhakshatra, so when the intelligent 
Vridhakshatra, kaving finished his evening 
prayers, 


129. Was rising up, the head fell down 
on the earth. And as the head of that 
king’s son fell down on earth, 


130. The head of that king also was 
cracked into thousand pieces, O subduer 
of foes. Then all creatures were greatly 
filled with wonder ; 


131. They then highly applauded Vasu- 
deva and the mighty son of Pritha. ‘Thus 
O king, when the king of the Sindhus was 
slain by the diadem-decked Arjuna, 


132. The darkness that Vasudevas's son 
bhad caused was withdrawn, © foremost of 
the Bharatas. O ruler of earth, thus your 
sous and their followers, afterwards came 
to know that - 


133. That veil of darkness was only an 


illusion caused by Vasudeva's son, O fore. 
most of men, Thus, O king, was your 
son-in-law, the ruler of the Sindhus slain 
by Arjuna of infinite energy, having caused 
the slaughter of eight Akshouhini of troops 
Then beholding Jayadratha the ruler of the 
Sindhus's slain, 


135, Tears of sorrow gushed out from 
the eyes of your sons, ‘Thereafter, © king 
when Jayadratha.had been slain by Pritha’s 
son, KKesava 


136. Blew his conch, as also the might 
Arjuna that afflicter of his foes. Bhimasena 


also, as if for informing Yudhisthira of that 
joyful news, 


137. Filled the welkin with a mighty 
war-cry. Hearing that formidable war-cry, 
the very virtuous king Yudhisthira, 


138. Considered the ruler of the Sindhus 
to be slain by the high-souled Phalguna. 


Then he imparted delight to his own war- 


riors by means of the sound of his musical 
instruments, 


139. He then rushed furiously against 
the son of Bharadwaja for slaying him. 


‘Then, O king, as the sun was hanging down 
the horizon, 


140. A fierce battle between Drona and 
the Somakas commenced, capable making 
the hair to stand erect. ‘Then putting forth 


all their energies for slaughtering the son of 
Bharadwaja, 


141. The mighty car-warriors of the 
Pandavas fought on, O king, delighted at 
the slaughter of the Sindhu king. The 
Pandavas _ then obtaining victory and 
having slain the ruler of the Sindhus, 


142. Fought on with Drona litterally in 
toxicated with their good luck. O king having 
slain the ruler of the Sindhus, Arjuna also 
(cheerfully) fought on with those foremost 
of your car-warriors, 


143. Then the heroic Arjuna decked with 
a diadem and garlands, having fulfilled 
his principal vow, began to slaughter your 
troops, even like the king of the celestials 
destroying the darkness of hight. 


Thus ends the one hund 
- ved and forty- 
sixth chapter, the Slaughter of as tha, 


Se Feyadratha-badha ER Diona 
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CHAPTER CXLVILI 
(JAYADRATHA-BADHA ,PARVA)— 


Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. The heroic king of Sindhu being 
killed by that one who could draw the bow 
with his left hand (¢ e Arjuna), relate to me 
O Sanjaya, what the warriors on my side 


did— 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. Oking, seeing the king of Sindhu 
slain in battle by Partha, Kripa, the son of 
Saradwat, waxing wrath, 


3. Surrounded the son of Pandu bya 
mighty discharge of arrows. ‘The son of 
Drona too, seated on his car, rushed 
against Phalguna the son of Pritha. 


4. Those two best and most excellent of 
car-warriors from two sides, began to 
shower keen darts, from their cars (upon 
Arjuna). 

5. That mighty-armed one, the best of 
car-warriors,. sore oppressed by those 
mighty showers of arrows, experienced a 
great pain. ` 


6. Dhananjaya, the son of Kunti, not} 


liking to slay his preceptor (¢.e. Kripa) and 
his (other) preceptor’s son (i.e. Aswathama) 
in battle began to act like a preceptor 
(teaching the science of arms to his pupil), 
7. And unwillingly warded off the wea- 
pons of the sons of Drona and Saradwat, 


ed at them arrows of milder speed. 


8. Overcome by the numbers of arrows 
though discharged mildly by Arjuna, those 
two (warriors) were greatly afflicted. 

9. Then, O. monarch, the son of Sara- 
dwat, pained by the darts of the son of 
Kunti, lost all strength and fainted away 
on the terrace of his car. 

10. Seeing his master afflicted with darts 
and devoid of senses, and taking him for 
dead his charioteer carried him off (from 
the field of battle). 


11. Then, O great king, Kripa being 
thus borne away from (the field of battle), 
Aswathama too fled away in terror from 


the son of Pandu. 

12. (Then), seeing the son of Saradwat 
faint away and afflicted with arrows, the 
mighty bowman Partha, (seated) on his car, 
gave way to doleful cries. 


13. And with his face. full of tears and 
in dejected spirit he said these words :— 
“Anticipating all this, the greatly wise 
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Kshatta (Vidura) said to the king (Dhrita- 
rashtra) 


14. As soon as the destroyer of his race, 
the vile Suyodhana was born, ‘Make, away 
with this destroyer of your race. 

15. (Or), through hima great disaster 
will befall the best of the Kuru race.’ 
Now the words of that truthful one have 
proved true, 

16. Itison his account, that I behold 
to-day my preceptor lying on an arrowy bed. 
Curse on the practices of the Kshatryas and 
on my strength and manliness ! 

17. (For) is there any body, who is, “like 
me, hostile toa Brahmana who is his pre- 


| ceptor as well? He is (moreover) the son of 


a sage, my preceptor and the dear friend of 
Drona. 


18. Sucha one lies (insensible) on the 
terrace offhis car smitten with my darts. 
Although I did not wish it, (still), through me 
he has been crushed with the arrows. 

19. (The sight of his) lying insensible on 
the terrace of his car greatly afflicts my 
heart. Though sorely afflicted with his 
arrows, I should have looked at that one of 
great splendour (without striking him). 

20. Afflicted with various darts he has 
gone to the way of all creatures. I grieve 
more over this than on the slaughter of my 
son. 

21. O Krishna, behold what a sad 
plight he is in, lying senseiess on his car! 
‘Those most excellent of men, who after 


: : ' acquiring knowledge from their pre- 
by means of his own weapons and discharg- | 


ceptors, 

22. Resev on them what they desire, 
attain to Godhead. (But) those basest of 
men who after acquiring knowledge from 
their preceptors. 

23. Destroy them, are doomed to hell. 
Surely, what | have done to-day will lead 
me to hell, 


24. In as much as I have overpowered 


| my preceptor withtshowers of arrows. For- 


merly when teaching me the science of wea- 
pons, Kripa said to me, 


25, “O scion of Kuru’s race, on no ac- 
count strike thy preceptor.” (But, those 
words of my Virtuous and high-souled pre- 
ceptor, 


26. I have disregarded and have struck 
him with showers of arrows. I bow down to 
that worshipful son of Goutama, who never 
flies away (trom the field oi battle). 


27. © scion of Vrishni's race, fie on me 
who have struek him. While that oae who 
could draw his bow as well with the left 
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hand (i.e. Arjuna) was thus grieving for 
him, 

28. The son of Radha beholding the 
king of Sindhu dead rushed against him. 
(Seeing) the son of Radha make for the car 
of Arjuna, 

2g. The two Panchala princes and Sa- 
tyaki came up to him. Seeing the son of 

adha rush (agalnst,him), the mighty car- 
warrior Partha, 


30, Said these words to the son of 
Devaki with a smile :—''(Behold !) the son 
of Adhiratha is making for the car of Sa- 
tyaki. 

31. Surely, he cannot endure the des- 
truction of Bhurisrava in battle. O Janar- 
dana, drive the horses towards the place 
whither he goes. 


32, Have a care that Vrisha can not 
send the Satwata hero to the path of Soma- 
datta.” Thus addressed by that one who 
could draw his bow as well with the 
left hand, Keshava, possessed of mighty 
arms, 

And great energy, replied (to him) 
in words suited to the occasion “O Pandava, 
this mighty armed one (Satyaki) is alone 
capable of fighting with Karna. 


34. (And), much more so, since this most 
exalted of the Satwattas is joined by the 
two sons of Drupada. O Partha, you 
need (therefore, not fight with Karna at pre- 
sent. 


g5- He has with him the blazing dart, 
like a terrible meteor, granted to him by 
Vasava. © destroyer of hostile warriors, 
he has preserved it (carefully) for (slaying) 
you and worships it. 


36. Let, therefore, Karna march against 
the scion of Satwatta’s race as he wills. I 
am, O son of [<unti, conscious of the hour 
when this wicked-souled one will be struck 
down on the ground from his car (pierced) 
by keen darts. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


How, alter Bhurisrava and the king 
of Sindhu being slain, the heroic Karna 
and the scion of Vrishni’s race, came in- 
contact with each other, 


38. And on what cars the carless Satyaki 
and the two Panchala princes, the protectors 
of (Arjuna’s) car-wheels (respectively) 
mounted, relateto me, O Sanjaya. 


Sanjaya said :— 


39. Iwill relate to you faithfully all 
that took place in that terrible encounter. 
Listen’calmly to (the consequences of) your 
own culpable conducte 


















rows, rushed upon the son of Radha. 
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40. My Lord, Krishna knew it before 
hand, in his mind that the heroic Satyaki 
would be defeated by Yupaketu (i.e, Bhuri- 
sraya). 


41—42. O king, Janardana is conver- 
sant with the past and the future alike. 
Therefore, O king, that highly-powerful 
one summoned Daruka and ordered him 
thus :—" Get my car ready to-morrow.” 
Neither the Gods nor the Gandharvas nor 
the Yakshas, nor the Uragas, nor the 
Rakshas, 


43—44. Nor men can conquer Krishna 
and Arjuna. Even the celestials with the 
(original) Grandsire (Brahma) at their 
head and the Siddhas are aware of the 
matchless strength of those two. Now hear 
about the battle as it took place. Seeing 
Satyaki without a car and Karna prepared 
for the encounter, 


45. Madhava loudly blew his conch in 
the Rishava note. Hearing the loud sound 
of the conch, Daruka understood the hint, 


46—48. And bronght to him the car 
adorned with a lolity golden flag with 
Keshava’s permission. The grandson of Sini 
ascended that car guided by Daruka and 
resembling in splendour the sun or the fire. 
(And) mounting on that car, resembling a 
celestial chariot yoked unto which were the 
foremost of horses, vis., Savya, Sugriva, 
Meghapuspa and Balahaka endued with 


great fleetness and adorned with golden 


trappings, 

49. (Satyaki) discharging numerous ar- 
Then 
Yudhamanwu and Uttamonja, tbe protec- 


tors of Arjuna’s car- wheels, 


50. Leaving the car of Dhananjaya, 


advanced against the son of Radha. (There 


upon) O monarch, the son of Radha too, 
began to discharge showers of arrows, 


51. And wrathfully rushed against the 
undeteriorating grandson of Sini in that 
encounter. Neither among the celestials, 
the Gandharvas, the Asuras, the Uragas, 
nor among the Rakshas, 


52. Was such a battle seen or heard ın 
heaven or on earth as took place (between 
Karna and Satyaki.) The entire army 
consisting of cars, horses, men, and ele- 
phants, 


53. Beholding their exploits, O monarch 
lay (as il) entranced. All of them witness- 
ed that superhuman battle 


54. Between those two best of men and 
the dexerity of Daruka as a charioteer. And 
the forward, backward, sidelong and cir- 
cular movements (of the car) 


55- Caused by the charioteer Dar 
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the scion of Kasyapa’s race, stationed on 
the car, struck (everybody) with wonder. 
The celestials, the Gandharvas and the 
Danavas stationed in the firmament, 


56. Witnessed with rapt attention that 
encounter between Karna and the grandson 
of Sini. And forthe sake of their friends 
those two powerful and highty-energetic 
ones challenged each other in that battle. 


57. O mighty monarch, Karna who 
resembled a god and Yuyudhan Satyaki 
showered upon each other volleys of ar- 
rows. 


58. First Karna, unable to endure the 
destruction of Jalasandha of the Kuru 
party, overpewered the grandson of Sini 
with downpours of shafts. 


59. And heaving sighs like a mighty ser- 
pent smitten with grief and darting wrath- 


ful glances upon the grandson of Sint as if | 


to consume him (therewith) in that encounter, 
Karna, 

60. Rushed furiously again and again 
(towards kim.) O chastiser of foes, see- 
ing him greatly enraged, Satyaki smote 
him, 

61—63. With mighty discharges of 
arrows as an clephant smites (with his 
tusks) his rival clephant. Those two most 
valiant of mortals, as agile as tigers, and 
endued with matchless strength wounded 
each other in that battle. Then the grand- 
son of dini by means of shafts made entirely 
of iron, pierced Karna, the chastiser of his 


again and with a broad headed arrow smote 
his (IKarna’s) charioteer from his niche in 
the car. 

64. (And he) killed the white steeds with 
sharpened darts. (then) that most exalted 


of the Bharatas, cutting the standard (of! Dig Satyaki ascend any other car (after 


Karna) into a hundred pieces, 

65. Made him carless in the very pre- 
sence of your son. Thereupon, O king, O 
most exalted of the Bharatas, the warriors 
on your side got dispirited. 

66. (Then) Vrisasena, the son of Karna 
and Salya, the king of Madra, and the son 
of Drona surrounded the grandson of Sini 
on all sides. 

Then such a confusion followed (on 


the battlefield) that nothing could be seen. ! 


The heroic son of charioteer being thus 
made carless by Satyaki, 

68. The whole army set up 4 wail, O 
king. And Karna too, O monarch, greatly 
weakened by Satwatta’s darts, 

69. Got to the car of „Duryodhana, 
heaving deep sighs, remembering his friend- 
ship, O king, with your son from his very 
childhood, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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go—7t. And striving to fulfil the pro- 
mise that he had made on the occasion of 
the bestowal of the kingdom (of Anga) 
on him (by Duryodhana). But O lord of 
the earth, the self-restrained Satyaki did 
not slay Karna thus made carless (by him) 
and your valiant son with Duswasana at 
their head. Desirous of not falsifying the 
vow made by Bhima and Partha formerly, 


72. He (simply) made them carless and 
destitute of energy, but did not deprive 
them of their lives. Bhimasena vowed to 
slay your sons, 


73. And at the second game of dice 
Partha swore to do away with Karna. 
Though the car-warriors with Karna at 
their head tried (their utmost) to slay, 


74. Satyaki, yet those foremost of car- 
warriors were unable to kill him. The sore 
of Drona, Kritavarma, and other great 
car-warriors, 


75. And hundreds of the foremost of 
the Kshatriyas were defeated with only 
one bow by Satyaki, who was desirous of 
doing good to Dharmaraja and of attaining 


i heaven. 


76. Satyaki, the grinder of his foes, 
equal in prowess to either Krishna or 
Arjuna, defeated all your troops with a 
smile (i. e., very easily). 

77- (To achieve such feats) there is no 
fourth to be seen, besides Krishna, the 
bowman Partha and that most exalted 


foes, all through lis body over and over of men, the grandson of Sini. 


! Dhritarastra said :— 


| 


73—79. Mounting on the invincible car 


' of Vasudeva, guided by Daruka, Satyaki, 


proud of the prowess of his arms and equal 
to Vasudeva in battle, made Karna carless. 


the defeat of Karna)? 


8o. I am desirous of listening to all 
this. You area skilful narratar. I regard 


| him invincible. O Sanjaya, telate to me 


Í 
1 
H 


| 


this. 
Sanjaya said :-— 


81—83. O king, listen to all this. The 
high-minded younger brother of Daruka 
soon brought (for Satyaki) another car duly 
furnished with all necessaries, having shafts 
attached to it by golden and iron chains 
and bands of silk, studded with a thousand 
stars, graced with a standard having the 
figure of a lion (painted on it) and to which 
were yoked liorses fleet as the wind adorned 
with golden trappings, and the rattling 
of which resembled the roar of the clouds. 

84. The 


grandson of Sini, having 
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mounted on it, advanced against your forces. 
.And Daruka also, of his own will, went over 
to Keshava. 


85—87. Then, O great monarch, a goodly 
zar was also brought for Karna, drawn by 
fleet horses of the best breed, having the 
colour of the milk of the cow or conch and 
adorned with golden trappings. (Uhe car 
was also) furnished with golden maces 
and standards, machines and flags. It had 
also an expert driver and was furnished 
with many weapons and accoutrements. 
Having, O great king, mounted on this car, 
Karna too rushed upon his enemies. Now 
I have related to you all that you asked me. 


88. Listen again to the (great) destruc- 
tion (of creatures) brought about by your 
vile policy. Thirty-one of your sons have 
been destroyed by Bhimasena. 

89. They had Durmukha at their head 
and they were good warriors. Satwatta 
and Arjuna also destroyed hundreds of 
warriors, 

go. With Bhima at. their head and 
Bhagadatta too (has been slain). This great 
destruction of creatures O king, has been 
brought about by your evil counsels. 


Thus ends the 143th chapter, the battle 
between Karna and Satyaki, in the Faya- 
dratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. When the warriors on their side and 
mine remained thus on the field of) battle, 
what did Bhima do? Tell me, this -O 
Sanjaya. 


Sanjaya said :— 

2, When Bhimasena was made carless 
by Karna, he was tormented with the words 
poignant as a dart, of the latter. Now 
under the influence of passion he said these 
words to Phalguna. 


—4. “O Dhananjaya, in your very pre- 
sence, Iarna has repeatedly said to me— 
(you are) a eunuch, fool, child, glutton, (you 
are) unskilled in weapons, do not fight and 
(you ‘are) unable to endure (the fury of) 
battle. He, that would tell me so, would 
be my victim. O Bharata, he (Karna) has 
said to me these words (and therefore, he 
must be slain by me.) 

- s, J have made this vow jointly with 
you, O mighty armed one. O son of Kunti 


| were nearly 


undoubtedly, as they (these vows) are to 
you so they are to me. 


6. Remember, O best of men, my words 
and fulfil them (č.e., the vows). O Dhanan- 
jaya, act in such a way that they may 
prove true.” 


7. Thus addressed by Bhima, Arjuna 
of matchless prowess, coming up to Karna 
in that battle, said to him (thus) : 


8. “O Karna, O son of a chrioteer, 
you are of false sight, you praise your own- 
self, you are of wicked intelligence. Hear 
what I tell you now. 


9. Warriors either meet with victory 
or defeat in battle. O son of Radha, even 
these two are uncertain. Even 
Vasava himself fights, 


the case is not 
otherwise. 


10. You were (ere long) made carless 
and deprived of energy by Yujudhana and 
dead. Knowing, ‘however, 
that I have sworn to slay you he only 
defeated but spared your life. 


11. By freak of fate, you succeeded in 
making Bhimasena carless. (And) you have 
committed a sin by abusing Bhima, O son 
of Radha. 


12. Men, that are heroic, virtuous, and 





most exalted, having defeated an enemy, 
neither boast of themselves with harsh 
words, nor indulge in abusive language. 


13—14. O son of a charioteer, weak in 
intellect as you are, you have made use of 
these words.’ Again, the (abusive) epitltets 
that you have hurled against the fighting 
Bhimasena, endued with prowess, heroic, 
and ever devoted to righteousness, are not 
true. Inthe very sight of the whole army 
of Keshava and myself, 


15. You were several times, in battle, 
deprived of your car by Bhimasena. But 
the son of Pandu did never utter any harsh 
words to you. 


16. As you have indulged in many harsh 
words against Vrikodara and as you have 
jointly with others, killed the son of 
Subhadra, when I was not present, 


17. You will, therefore, very soon feel 
the consequences of your offence. O wicked 
minded one, it was for your own destruc- 
tion that you cut off his bow. 


18. It is for this reason, O fool, that I 
will slay you together with your attendants, 
forces and beast of burden. Now (while 
yet there is time) perform what you ought 
todo, because a great calamity is hanging 
over you. 

19—21. Iswear truly by my bow that 
J will slay, in your very sight, Vrishasena 
| and will destroy all those other kings, whe 


when — 
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through cloudness of intellect will oppose 
me in battle. Fool, unwise and self-con- 
ceited that you are, the wicked Duryodhana 
will give way to lamentations Seeing you 
slain on the field of battle, Arjuna ha-ing 
promised to kill the son of Karna, 


22. There arose a great and tumultuous 
uproar among, the car-warriors. And at 
p prod 
tre time of that dreadful battle, 


23. ‘The thousand-rayed (deity) with his 


rays dimmed entered into the setting hill. ; 


Then stationed at the head of the battle, 
O king, Hrishikesa 
24. Embraced Vivatsu, who had fulfilled 


his promise, and addressed him thus :— ! 


“© Shisnu, it is by good fortune that you 
have been able to accomplish your great 
vow. 


steeds and showed to Partha the greatly 
cruel field of battle. 


Kris!na said :— 


35: Longing for either victory or great 
renown, (many) heroic kings, struck dead 
by your shafts, are lying on earth, 


39. Their weapons and ornaments lie 
scattered (all over the battle-field) ; their 
horses, elephants and cars are killed and 
shattered ; and with their armours perforated 
and cut off they are reduced to a woeful 
plight. 

37. Some (of them) are already dead 
and some are still alive; and those lords of 
inen whose life is extinct look alive on 


| account of their great splendour. 


25. It is by good luck, again that you ` 


have slain the wretch Vridhakshatra to- 
gether with his son, | j i 
general of the celestials, if engaged with 


the forces of Dhritarastra, 

26. In battle, would be quite stupified. 
© Jishnu, there is no doubt of this. Even 
on reflection, I do not find any individual 
in the (three) worlds, 

27—29. Capable of encountering these 
forces, besides you, © most valiant of 
men. Numerous lords of the earth, en- 


dowed with great prowess, and either equal | 


or superior to you, have, at the command 
of Dhritarastra assembled together. (But) 
those (warriors), clad in armour, could not 
withstand your wrathful self in battle. 

29. Your strength and prowess, (there- 
fore), resemble those of Rudra or Sakra. 
No one is capable of displaying so much 
prowess in battle, 


O Bharata, even the | of various kinds, 


38. Look! the earth is entirely filled 
with their gold-winged shafts, their weapons 
their beasts of burden 
and with their arms. 


39—40. (Behold! O Bharata, the earth 
beams with armours, necklaces of gold, 
heads decked with ear-rings, head-gears 
and diadems, floral wreaths, gems worn on 
the crown, Kanthrsutras, Angadas, lustr- 
ous collars of gold and with various other 
variegated ornaments ; 


41. (And with) Anukarshas and quivers, 
standards and flags, and Upaskaras and 
Adhisthanas, shafts and crests of cars, 


42. With broken wheels and many varie- 


' gated cars, yokes and trappings of horses, 


bows and arrows, 


43. With elephants’ trappings, Kudhas, 
Parighas and Ankushas, maces and Brin- 
dipalas, arrow-cases, spiked maces and 


t Parasvadhas, 


1 . hi . i 
30. As you have singly shown this dav. 


O tormentor of foes, when the wicked-souled 
Karna together with his followers shall be 


vanquished (by you) I will thus 


at, Congratulate you again on your con- ; 
a al : '; most exalted ot the Bharatas, 


quest over and destruction of yonr enemy. 


Arjuna then replied to him (thus) : Oe 


Madhava, through your favour, 

22, I have fulfilled the vaw. which even 
by the celestials can with dilisi 
formed. l : 
thev, who have you for their lor 
the victory. 

as, Through your favour 
T E carth, © descendant 
of Vrishnis, (as) all this is due to your 
power, (so) O lord, this victory 15 yours. 


rd, will win 


Vudhisthira 


34. O destroyer of Madhu, yot ate 
(ever) concerned in our welt 
are (always) at your serv 
to Krishna with a smie, 3:9 





guided she 


fice.” Thus spoken ! 


41. With Pashas and Tomaras, Kuntas 
and clubs, Sataghnees and Bhusandees, 
swords and battle-axes, 


45. With Musalas and clubs, maces and 
Kunapas, whips decked with gold, O the 


46. With the bells and many other orna- 


; ments of the best of elephants, garlands, 


ty be per- ; 
O WKeshiva, it ts no wonder that , 


are and we ; 


various ornaments and costly dresses. 


47. (With all these lying scattered all 
ever the tiell of battle), the earth looks 
resplendent like the autumnal sky studded 
with plinets and stars. Those lords of 
Earth who have sacriticed their lives for his 
sake, 


aS. Tie slumbermg on the earth and 
embracing her hke a beloved wife. These 
elephants resembling nwun.ain-peaks and 
buge as Airavat, 

4). Are shedding a profusion of blood 
through te openings Caused fy weapons, 
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as mountains discharge through the caves 
streams of liquid chalk. 


o. Behold! struck down on the earth 
by your arrows, these (elephants) are writh- 
ing in agonies. Behold! the steeds also, 
adorned with golden trappings, are lying on 
the ground. 


51—52. Behold, O Partha, O lord, these 
cars resembling the city of the Gandharvas, 
with their lords slain and their standards, 
banners and Akshas cut to pieces, deprived 
of their wheels and charioteers, with their 
yokes cut to pieces, with broken shafts and 
crests and looking (splendid) like the celes- 
tial vehicles. 


53. Hundreds and thousands of foot- 
soldiers, O hero, are lying slain (on the 
ground) in a pool of blood weilding their 
bows and sheilds, 


54. Clasping the earth with all their 
limbs, and with their hair smeared with 
dust. Behold, O mighty-armed one, these 
warriors with their bodies mangled by your 
arrows. 


55—56. Look also at the Earth—scatter- 
ed all over with tails, fans, umbrellas, stan- 
dards, steeds, cars, elephants, various sorts 
of blankets, riens of steeds, variegated robes 
and precious Kuthas of cars—as if over- 
spread with embroidered tapestry. 


57. Falling down (on the grouud) from 
elephants adorned with trappings, along 
with the elephant themselves, many other 
(warriors) are looking like lions hurled 
down from mountain-peaks struck down by 
thunder. 


58. Many horse-men and foot-soldiers 
mangled with the horses (they rode) and 
bows (they weilded) lie covered with blood. 


59. O best of men, behold also the 
surface of the earth with dead elephants and 
horses and (broken) cars, muddy with a 
profusion of blood, fat and roten Hesh, 
affording delight to night-wanderers, dogs, 
wolves and Pisachas and dreadful to look at. 

6s. O lord, that foremost of the celes- 
tials, the pertormer of a hundred sacrifices 
who slays in great battle the Daytas and 
the Danavas, and yourself only are capable 
of achieving such a fame-enhancing and 
glorious feat. 


enemy) and informed him of the destruction 
of Jayadratha. 



























Thus ends the one handred and forty- 
etghih chapter, the showing of the field of 


battle, in the Fayaadvatha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CLXIX, 


(JAYADRATH-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. The King of Sindhu being slain b 
Partha, ( Krishna) then approsched ating 


Yudhisthira, the son of Dharma and wors- 
hipped him with a merry heart. 


2. O king of kings, O best of men, by 
good luck your prosperity increases and 
your enemy has been slain. It is by good 
fortune too that your younger brother has 
fulfiiled his promise. 


Thus addressed by Krishna, king 
Yudhisthira, the conquerer of enemies’ 
cities, got down from his car with delight, O 
Bharata. 


And with his eyes full of tears of joy 
he embraced Krishna and Arjuna; and 
wiping his white face of lotus-like lusture, 


5. Said to. Vasudeva and the Pandava 
Dhananjaya ( thus):—“ O mighty car-war- 
riors, itis by good fortune that I behold 
you both after you have performed your ` 
heavy task in battle. 2 


6, As good luck would have it, that 
vilest wretch among men, the king of Sindhus, 
has been slain. O Krishna and Arjuna, by 
good luck you have filled me with supre- 
me bliss. “at 

7. (And) it is by good fortune that 
our enemies are: dtowned in a sea of, 
grief. In the three worlds there is ncthing| 
which they can not perform, 43 


8. Who have you, that are the lord off 
all the worlds, for their protector, O slayer |” 
of Madhu. O Govinda, through your favour! 
we will conquer our enemies, = Sasa Ra Sr 


9. Asin days of yore, through yourt: 
grace the chastiser of the Asura ) Paka} 
(¢. e., Indra) did (conquer) the Danavas: : 


Whether it be the supremacy over the three ' 
worlds, ; 


Sanjaya said :— 

61. Krishna, thus showing the field of 
battle to Kiriti (de. Arjuna who wore a 
coronet) blew his conch Panchajanya before 
the giaddened army (of tha Pandavas). those who are in your good graces, O bes- 

62. Janardana, the destroyer of foes, iower of honours. Neither do they incur 
having Centos), shown to Kiriti the field of | Sin nor meet with reverses, 
battle, speedily came over to the Pandava | 11. With whom, you that 
Ajatasatru (če. Yudhisthira who had no | ofthe celestials, are DE Das the Torg. 


10. Everythingis certain in the case of 
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honours. O  Hrishikesha, it is through 
your favaur that Sakra, the lord of all the 
celestials, 


12. Endowed with prosperity, obtained 
soverei ny over the three world in battle. 
And ord of the celestials, it is also 
through favour that the celestials, 


13. Have, O Krishna, obtained immort- 
ality and are in enjoyment of eternal 
regions. O destroyer of foes, it is by means 
of the prowess obtained through your 
f avour, 


14. That Sakra having destroyed thous- 
ands of Daityas acquired the kingship of 
the celestials. O Hrishikesha, it is by 
reason of your grace, the universe, with its 
mobile and immobile creatures, 


15. Remaining in its own course is en- 
gaged in (religious) meditations and sacri- 


fices. Originally, buried in darkness and | 


One vast sheet of water, 


16. As the universé was, it has become 
manifest through your grace, O mighty- 
armed one, O best of men. ‘Those who 
look upon Hrishikesha as the creator of all 
the worlds, the Supreme Soul and as 
immutable are never subject to illusion. 
You are the Original Being, you are the 
Supreme God, you are the God of the gods 
and you are eternal, 


17. Those that take refuge with you 
who are the lord of the celestials, are never 
subject to illusion ; without begining or end, 
divine, the lord of creation and immutable 
(as you are), 

19. They that are your worshippers, O 
Hrishikesha (always) get rid of difficulties. 
Supreme and Ancient male being and the 
most exalted of the exalted as you are, 


20. He that attains to your Supreme 
self enjoys the highest prosperity. The 
four Vedas sing of you and you are sung in 
the four Vedas. 

21. By taking refuge with you, O high- 
souted one, I shall enjoy the most excellent 
prospe:ity. © Supreme God, O god of 
the highest gods, O lord of the creation, 
O lord of men, 

22. O most supreme god of all gods, I 
bow down to you, that are the best of all 
male beings. You are the Supreme Being, 
you are the lord of Lords, O Lord, 0) 
Madhava, may you prosper. 

23. O Universal Soul, O large-eyed 
one, you are the origin of all. He that has 
Dhananjaya for his friend or he who is 
devoted to the welfare of Dhananjaya, 


E : f 

24, Having attained to the protector o 
Dhananjaya; S NIS _ happiness. ier 
high-souled ones, that is Keshava and the 
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son “of Pandu, thus addressed (by Yudhis- 
thira), 


25. Cheerfully replied to the king, the 
lord of Earth (thus) :—‘That wretch, the 
king Jaydratha has been consumed by «the 
fire of your anger. 


26. O Lord, this vast and proud army 
of the son of Dhritarastra, struck down and 
killed, is being (gradually) annihilated, O 
Bharata. 


27. O destroyer of enemies, these Kou- 
ravas are killed in consequence of your ire. 
O hero, having incensed you that are -cap< 
able of slaying with your eyes, Sujodhana, ` 


28. Whose mind is (every bent on evil 
will have to sacrifice his life in battle to- 
gether with his friends and followers, Slain 
before by your ire and difficult of being 
vanquished by the celestials themselves, 


29. Bhishma, the grand-father of the 
Kurus now lies on an arrowy bed. O 
destroyer of foes, victory is difficult of 
achievement on their part. : 


30. And they are sure to meet with 
death who are your enemies, O Pandava; 
kingdom, life, dear ones, sons and several 
sorts of happiness, 


31. O tormentor of foes, are soon lost 
by them with whom you are angry. I 
deem the Kouravas as already destroyed 
with-their sons, cattle and friends, 


32. Since, O tormentor of foes, you that 
are always devoted tothe duties of king, 
are incensed at them.” Then O mighty 
monarch, Bhima and the great car-warrior 
Satyaki, 

34. Those two mighty wielders of bow, 
(with their bodies) mangled by shafts, 
having paid their adoration to their lord 
and senior, sat down on the ground sur- 
rounded by the Panchalas. 


34. Seeing those two cheerful heroes— 
Bhima and Satyaki (remain) with joined 
palms before him, the son of Kunti com- 
plemented them both, saying :— 


35. Itis by good fortune, O heroes, that 
I behold you both freed from that (vast) 
sea of (Kourava) troops of which (sea) 
Drona is the invincible alligator and the 
son of Hridika, the shark. It is by good 
luck too that you too have defeated all the 
kings of the earth. 


36. (And) as good luck would have it, 
I behold you victorious in battle. It is by 
good fortune too that Drona as well as 
that mighty car-warrior, the son of Hridika 
have been defeated in battle (by you). 


37. Fortunately Karna has been defea- 
ted in battle by barbed darts and Kripa 
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and Salya have been made to run away | having defeated all the great car-warriorg 
(from the battle-field) by you, two most | on my side, Partha slew the king of Sindhu, 


valiant of men. ! 9. The son of Pandu has totally des- 

38. It is fortunate that I behold you ; troyed my vast army. (I think) even 
both—you that are the foremost of car-war- | Purandara himself in person cannot pro- 
riors and skilled in battle, return safe from | tect it. 


the encounter. $. Even Karna, depending upon whom, 


39. You two heroes are (ever) obedient | I had engaged in this passage at arms in 
to my commands and anxious to preserve | battle, has been defeated in encounter’ and 
my honour; it is (thereforo) fortunate that ' Jayadratha slain. 

I behold you both cross safe the vast sea | 9. Relying upon whose prowess I 
of {hostile) army. | regarded that undeteriorating one (i. e., 

40. It is (highly) fortunate that I behold ; Krishna) who sued tor peace, (something) 
ou both (again), you who take pride in | like a straw, that Karna has been defeated 
battle, and never run away from it and | in battle. 


who are (as dear) to me as my (own) life.” 10. ‘Thus dejected at heart, O king, O 


41. O king, having spoken thus, the | the most exalted of the Bharatas, your son, 
son of Pandu embraced those two most! the offender against the whole world, came 
valiant of men Yujudhan and Vrikodara | to see Drona. 
and shed tears from (excess of) joy. hen, ri. He then told (Drona) all about the 
O lord of earth, the entire army of the | great slaughter of the Kurus, the victory 


Pandavas became joyous and again gladly | of the enemies and the great disaster of the. 
directed their minds towards battle. ! followers of Dhritarastra. 


| 

Thus ends the one-hundred and forty-! 12. "O Preceptor,” (Duryodhana (con- 
ninth chapter the joy of Yudhisthira ut his ; tinued), Behold this great carnage of 
success) in the Fayadratha-badha of the | those whose heads have undergone the 
Drona-Parva. sacred coronation bath, headed by my 

heroic grandsire Bhisma. 
= 13- The covetous Shiknandi, having kill- 
ed him, has got his desire fulfiiled and is 
m0 (now) stationed at the head of his troops 

CHAPTER CL. together with all the Panchalas. 


QAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 14. Having destroyed seven Akshauhinis 





Continued. ; (of our army), another invincible disciple of 
; : yours, vig., Savyasachi has killed king 
‘Sanjaya said :— Jayadratha, 


1. O monarch, the king of Sindhu being 15. Those allies of ours, desirous of our 
slain, your son Suyodhana, with his eyes | victory and welfare, have gone to the abode 
full of tears, became (greatly) dejected | of Yama. How can I repay the debt (of 
and despaired of defeatiny his enemies. obligation) that i owe to them? 

2. (And) with his mind weighed down ` . 
with sorrow and breathing hot Shs like a | ¢ 16: Tho enori Soca nodesirca 
snake whose (poison) tocth has been broken | nS aa er Sth eignty of the earth, having 
that offender, against the whole world, felt | 2 aa oped cacthiya@prosperity, ares lying 
excruciating agony {of mind). Ov Hie eTii 


3. Seeing that Jishnu, Bhimasena, and | 17- Coward that I am I have caused 
Satwatta were making a great and dread- this great slaughter of my friends: and 
ful havoc of his army, (therefore) cannot encourage myself to be- 
_ 4 He turned thin and pale, and became liev manl shall be able to purify myself 
(greatly) dispirited. And with his eyes | 2? coCPraung even a hundred horse- 
filled with tears he began to think that sacrifices. 
there wasno warrior on earth who might 
bea match for Arjuna. 


5. Neither Drona, nor the son of Radha, 


18. Desirous of securing victory (for 
me who am covetous and sinlul and a rebel 


against virtue, these (kin ss) have gone to 
nor Aswathama nor. Kripa is capable of | the abode of the sons of VENELE z 
standing before him (Arjuna) when he is 

angry, Ù worshipful one. 19. I have fallen from virtue ; an evil- 


6. (And Suyadhona, thought within him- minded and an enemy to my friends as 1 am 


a , 3 why. z oe 
self. No was able to resist him when eee inj! the earth yield me a hole (to 
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fo. Among the kings, my grandsire 
vith blood-red eyes (lies on an arrowy bed) 
what will that invincible hero, who has 
conquered the next world, say when he will 
neet me? 


21. See that the great bowman Jala- 
andha has been slain by Satyaki. “rhat 
ero and mighty car-warrior exerting his 
htmost for my sake, has (at last) lain down 
his life. 

22. Beholding the king of Kamvoja, 
Ambulusa and many other friends lose 
their lives, what is the good of preserving 
my life? 

23. Those unretreating warriors after 
exerting their utmost to vanquish my 
enemies and fighting for my sake have 
(atjlast) sacrificed their lives. 

24. I will to-day repay the debts I owe 
them by exerting my utmost (in the battle) 
and will then offer oblation of Jamuna water 
to them. 

25. O the foremost of those that weild 
weapons, I promise truly and swear by 
my good acts, my prowess and my sons, 

26. That I will either obtain peace of 
mind by destroying the Panchalas together 
with the Pandavas or I will depart to the 
regions where they (i.e. my) friends have 
gone by being myself slain in battle. 

27. I will go there whither those foremost 
of men, slain for may sake in battle by the 
fighting Kiriti, have departed. 

28. Seeing they are not well protected 
our partizans are no longer desirous of 
supporting use. They deem the sons of 
Pandu are preferable to us, O mighty 
armed one. 
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34. I will today go there whither those 
best of the Bharatas, stain for my sake in 
battle by the fighting Kiriti, have fone. 

35. There is no good of my life without 
those foremost of men. O Preceptor of 
the sons of Pandu, permit me to do this. 


Thus ends the one hundred and fiftieth 
chapter, the remorse of Duryodhana in 
the Fayadratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CLI. 


(JAYADRATHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. What, O Sanjaya, was the state of 
your mind when the king of Sindhu was 
slain in battle by Savyasachi and Bhuri- 
srava (by Satyaki)? 

2. Relate to me, O Sanjaya, what Drona 
did say after he had been thus addressed 
by Duryodhana in the midst of the Kurus. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. Seeing the king of Sindhu and Bhuri- 
srava slain, there arose a great tumult 
among your troops, O Bharata. 


4. All of them censured the policy of 
your son, in virtue of which hundreds of 
foremost of men were destroyed. 


5. Drona too, hearing those words of 
your son, became sad at heart. Then, O 
king of kings, reflecting a moment he said 
very sorrowlully (these words). 


29. That truth-abiding one (Bhishma) | Drona said :-- 


himself ordained his own death in battle. 
And your respectable self too does not exert 
your best because Arjuna is your disciple. 

30. It is, on this account, that all those 
who were desirous of our victory have been 
slain. At present I see that Karna alone 
is anxious for our success. 


31. That man, of dull understanding 
who without the exercise of proper discre- 
tion, takes one for a friend and employs 
him in actions which can only be performed 
by real friends, has his-object frustrated. 


32. Covetous, sinful, crooked-minded 
and greedy of riches that I am, this affair 
of mine has been managed inthis way by 
(80-called) best friends. 


33. King Jayadratha, that prowerful 
monarch, Ehe son of Somadatta, the 
Ameeshahas, the Surasenas, the Curas and 
the Vysatis have (all) been slain. 


33 


6. O Duryodhana, why are you piercing 
me with words (keen) as darts? I have told 
you (repeatedly) that Savyasachi is uncogni= 
zable in battle. 


7. We have got (sufficient) proofs of 
what Arjuna is, when protected by Kiriti, 
Sikhandi slew Bhisma in battle, O 
Kourava. 


8. Seeing that Bhisma, who could net 
be defeated by the celestials and the 
Danavas in battle, was slain (by Sikhandi), 
I understood that the Bharata army was 
doomed. 


9. That person, whom we looked upon 
as the foremost of all the heroes in the 
three worlds, being slain, who else there 
that can inspire us with confidence? 

10. The dice with which Sakuni played 
in the assembly-hall of the Nurnus, O affec- 
nate one, are not (real) dice but theic 
arrows destructive of foes. 
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has ever been able to achieve. 

11. Those arrows, O child, now 
discharged by Jaya are destroying us ; you 
did not then understand when Vidura told 
you what those dice) were. 

12. You did not then pay heed to those 
auspicious words, which the magnanimous 
wise Vidura with tearful eyes said for your 
good. 

13. In consequence of your disregard for 
those words, O Duryodhana, this dire, 
terrible and impending disaster has over- 
taken you. 

14. That stupid person, who disregarding 
the wholesome advice of his trusted friends, 
follows his own inclinations, is very soon 
reduced to a pitiable plight. 

15. (You) had dragged Krishna to the 
assembly hall -in our very presence who was 
unworthy of such treatment, was bor of a 
noble line and was devoted to every act of 
righteousness. 

16. O son of Gandhari, this (calamity 
which you are now in) is the bitter fruit of 
that sinful act on your part. This 
(punishment) is but insignificant for in the 
world to come you will be visited with direr 
calamites. 

17. (This disaster is also the outcome of) 
your deceit by means of which you defeated 
the Pandavas at the game of dice and exiled 
them to the forest clad in deer-skin. 

18. Is there, in the world, any other 
Brahmana besides myself that would injure 
the (Pandavas) who are ever devoted to 
righteousness and are (as dear) to me as my 
(own) sons. 

19. The wrath that you excited in the 
Pandavas with the assent of Dhritarastra and 
associated with Sakuni in the midst of the 
Kurus, 

20. Has been fostered by Dussasana 
together with Kama and has been repeatedly 
fanned~by you who never paid regard to the 
words of Khattwa. 

21. How was it that you, who stood by 
the ruler by the Sindhu and tried your 
utmost to withstand Arjuna, were all 
defeated and why was he (Jayadratha) 
slain in your midst ? 

22. How is it, O Kaurava prince, that 
when you, Kama, Kripa, Salya and 
Aswatthama are (all) alive, the king of 

Sindhu has been slain ? 

23. How was it that the king of Sindhu 
was slain in their midst, since for the purpose 
of rescuing him all the kings fought with 
fiery energy. 

24, That lord of the earth looked 





especially to yourself and me for his rescue 
from Arjuna, O Duryodhana, 

25. But he failed to have that rescue from 
(the-clutches of) Arjuna. I too do not find 
any hope for my own life. 

26. I see that I am (fast) sinking into the 
mire of Dhristadyumna’s (cunning) until I 
can slay the Panchalas together with 
Sikhandi. 

27. Since I myself am tormented with 
grief, wherefore are you piercing me with 
words (poignant) as an arrow, you who failed 
to rescue the king of Sindhu, O Bharata. 

28. How can you hope for success, since 
you do not longer see the golden standard 
of Bhishma endued with untiring energy and 
(ever) firm in truth. 

29. Since the ruler of Sindhu and 
Bhurisrava have been slain from the very 
midst of the mighty-car-warriors, you can 
(very well) anticipate what the result will 
be 


30. O lord of the earth, if, without 
following the path of the king of Sindhu, the 
irresistible Kripa be still alive, | praise him 
highly (for his escape with life). 

31—32. When, O Kaurava king, I 
behold that Bhishma, capable of achieving 
the most difficult exploits and unslayable 
even by the celestials together with Vasava 
in battle, was slain in your very sight and 
in that of your younger brother Dusasana, 
I thought, O king, that the earth no longer 
belonged to you. 

33. Behold ! O king, O Bharata, the 
troops of the Pandavas and those of the 
Srinjayas are jointly advancing against me. 

34. I will not lay down my armour 
without destroying all the Panchalas ; (and), 
O son of Dhritarastra, I will perform wuch 
acts in battle as will benefit you. 

35. O monarch, tell my son Aswatthama 
that he should not let the Somakas off in 
battle so long as he is alive. 

36. (Tell him also). "Observe the 
instructions that your father has given you. 
Be firm in charity, self-restraint, truth and 
straight forwardness. 

37. Be diligent in (the exercise) religion, 
profit and pleasure without despising religion 
and profit and always perform those acts in 
which the exercise of religion is mostly 
required. 

38. You should always propitiate the 
Brahmanas with presents and worship. Never 
do anything that will offend them ; for, they 
are flames of fire. 

39. O destroyer of foes, afflicted as I 
am with your wordy darts | will now pene 
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trate through the ‘enemy’s line in order to 
engage in a furious encounter (for your 
sake). 

4o. Asfor you, O Duryodhana, if you 
are capable, go and protect your army, for 
both the Kurus and the Srinjayas, that are 
furious (with rage) will ‘fight even during | 
the night.” | 

41. Having said thus, Drona; like the 
sun drawing out the energy of the stars, 
advanced against the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas in order to destroy the energy of 
the Kshatryas. 

Thus ends the hundred and fifty-first 
chapter, the reply of Drona, in the Faya- 
dratha-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTERCLII. 


(JAYADRATHA-BA DHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— | 

1. Then king Duryodhana, thus ad- | 
dressed by Drona, directed his mind to | 
battle influenced by rage. | 


2. Yourson Duryodhana, then, spoke | 
to Karna. “See that Kiriti, the son of 
Pandu with the help of Krishna, 


3. Penetrated into the array drawn up 
by the preceptor, which (array) was difficult 
of being penetrated through even by the 
celestials themselves. Moreover, in the 
very presence of yourself and the high- 
souled Drona engaged in battle, 

“4. And that of many other foremost 
warriors the king of Sindhu was killed. Be- 
hold, O son of Radha, many kings—ex- 
cellent warriors on earth, 

Destroyed by Partha alone like nu- 
merous inferior beasts slain by a lion, even 
when the high-minded Drona and myself 
were fighting (in order to resist Arjuna). 


`. 6. My (once vast) army has been re- 
duced to a handful of men only ‘by the son 
of Sakra. How, when Drona was trying 
his utmost (to check him), could the 


Phalguna 
7. Arjuna fulfil his vow by killing the 
king of Sindhu? © hero, how could the son 


of Pandu, if Drona had not wished it, 
8 ` Penetrate through that impenetrable 
le when the latter was trying 


i tt X 
ceyla Indeed Phalguna is ex- 


(to resist him). 

ceedingly dear tot 
. It is, on this acco 

him to enter (into the a 


he high-souled preceptor. 


unt, that he allowed 
rray) without offer- 
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ing any opposition to him. Behold my 
misery now ; that tormentor of foes, Drona, 
first, promised protection to the king of 
Sindhu. 

1o—11. (But)\fhe? "afterwards allowed 
Kiriti to enter into the array. Ifhe had 
before given permission to the king of 
Sindhu to return home, this dreadtul havoc 
would never have taken place in battle. 


| Jayadratha was for returning home in order 


to save his life. 


12. But relying upon the promise of pro- 
tection made by Drona, insensate fool that 
I was, I stopped him. To day my brothers 
Chitrasena and others, have in the very 
sight of our wretched selves, been destroyed 
by Bhimasena. 


Karna said :— 

13. Do not blame the preceptor. (For) 
the twice-born one is fighting to the best of 
his prowess and energy and heedless of his 
life. 

14. If Shetavahana entered (into the 
array) after having overcome him the pre- 
ceptor can not be found fault with in the 
least (for that). 

(Again, Arjuna) is accomplished, 
heroic, accomplished in arms 
He was armed 


Ts: 
skillful, young, 
and quick in movements. 


i with celestial weapons, and mounted on 


the ape-bannered car, 

16. The steeds of which were guided 
by Krishna. And that puissant one was 
clad in impenetrable armour and wielding 
his celestial and undecaying bow Gandiva. 


17. As Arjuna, proud of the prowess 
of his arms, sent forth keen darts, it was 
no wonder that he overcame Drona. 


18. (On the other hand), O king, the 
preceptor is old and incapable of quick 
movements and O lord of men, (he is) also 
unable to excrcise his arms (for a long 
time). 

19. It was on this account, that Setasva 
with Krishna as his charioteer was able 
to overcome him. I can not, therefore, 
find any fault in Drona. 


20. In my opinion the Pandavas are 
unconquerable in battle by Drona, (how- 
ever) skilled in weapons (he may be) in as 
much as Shetavahena, surpassing him, 
entered (into our array). 


21. My belief is that what is ordained 
by fate undergoes no alteration, when, O 
Suyodhona, in spite of our fighting to the 
very best of our power, 


22. The:king of Sindhu has been killed 
in battle. It seems that fate `s supreme. 


N 
SONS 
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Though we have been making vigorous 
exertions with you on the field of battle, 


23. (And though we have been) always 
trying (to achieve success) by means of 
prowess and deceit, fate makes all our 
efforts futile. 


24. O king, whatever act, a person who 
is not favoured by fate, does, it is baffıd 
by fate, in spite of all his exertions to ac- 
complish it. 


25. That, which a person having perse- 
verance ought to do, should be performed 
by him in a fearless spirit, (though of 
course) success depends upon fate. 


26. We beguiled the sons of Pritha 
by deciet as well as by administration of 
poison, O Bharata. They were (again) 
burnt in the lac house and defeated at 
dice. 


27. In pursuance of state policy they 
were exiled to the forest; though we did 
all thesé with the utmost care, they have 
been frustrated by fate. 


28. Hurling defiance at fate, fight with 
(utmost) care. Between yourself and them- 
selves, fate will espouse the cause of the 
party that will make the best exertion. 


29. (It does not seem) that they (¢. e. 
the Pandavas) have done anything good 
by reason of superior intellect; nor (does 
it appear) O hero, O perpetuator of Kuru- 
race; you have done anythig wrong through 
want of understanding. 


go. It is fate that always bears testi- 
mony to our acts, whether good or evil, 
Fate which is (ever) bent on its purpose 
is wide awake even when everything: else 
sleeps. - 


31. When the war began your soldiers 
and warriors were more numerous than 
those of the sons of Pandu. 


32. By their small force numerous war- 
riors on your side have been destroyed. 
I fear itis the work of Destiny by which 
exertion has been baffled. 


Sanjaya said :— 
33. When, O monarch, they were thus 
conversing, about many other (subjects) 


the army of the Pandavas was seen on 
the field of battle. 


. 34. Then, O monarch, there ensued a 
furious encounter, the result of our evil 
policy, in which the infantry, cars and 


elephants of your party encountered those 
of the other. 


Thus ends the one hundved and fifty- 
second chapter, the commencement of a 
fresh battle in the Fayadrath-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTERCLIIL 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA). 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. O monarch, that impetuous elephant 


squadron of yours fought everywhere 
getting the better of the Pandaya army. 


2. The Panchalas and the Kouravas, 
determined to goto the next world, that 


is, the great region of Yama, fought with 
one another. 


3. Heroes encountering (rival) heroes 
smote one another with arrows, lances and 


darts and quickly sent one another to the 
region of Yama. 


4. Car-warriors were engaged in terri- 
ble battle, causing a dreadful flow of blood 


against (rival) car-warriors and smote one 
another. 


5. Furious elephants mad with rage, O 
mighty monarch, advancing against one 
another, mangled one another with tusks. 


6. In that dreadful encounter, horsemen’ 
solicitous of high renown, pierced (rival) 


horsemen with spears, darts and battle- 
axes. 


7- O mighty-armed one, O tormentor 
of foes, hundreds of foot-soldiers armed 
with weapons rushed against one another 
with vigorous efforts. 


8. And, O worshipful sire, (in that 
terrible encounter) we could only distinguisly 
the Kurus from the Panzhalas by the 
names of their (respective) clans and fami- 
lies which we heard them utter. 


9. The warriors moving about fearlessly 
on the field of battle sent one another. to 


the next world by arrows, darts and -battle-- 
axes. : 


10. The sun having gone: down, the 
arrows, O king, shot by thousands: by them, 


did no longer illuminate the ten. points as 
before. 


It. The Pandava army, O- Bharata’ 


being thus engaged in battle; Daryodhana 
penetrated into them, O king, © 


12. Afflicted with great sorrow-at the 
destruction of the “king of Sindhu, and 
determined to sacrifice his life, he’ enteréd 
into the enemy’s.army, : 


13. Causing the earth to’ tremble and 
resound with the’rattle of his tar, your-son' 
tushed against the Pandava ‘army, 


I4. O Bharata, that ‘dreadful lash 
between him and them -causedia terrible 
slaughter of all the troops. © = 

15. Asthe ‘hodn-day sun ‘scorches. (the. 
world) with his rays, so, it: seemed, that 
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your son scorched (the Pandava army) with 
flaming darts. 


16. Inthat battle the Pandavas could 
not even look at their brother (i e Duryos 
dhana), and despairing of conquering their 
enemy, they tried to flee (from the field). 


17. The Panchalas, struck with gold- 
winged darts of blazing points, shot by your 
high-souled son armed with a bow, ted 
away. 


18. The Pandava soldiers smitten with 
sharpened darts fell (dead). Indeed the 
sons of Pandu could never perform such 
exploits in battle 


19. As were achieved by your royal son, 
O lord of earth. In that encounter the 
Pandava army was crushed by your son, 


zo. As lotuses are torn and crushed by 
a tusker. As lotuses are shorn of their 
beauty in consequence of the water (over 
which they grow) being dried up by the sun 
and the wind, 


21. The Pandava army became so by 
virtue of the prowess of your son. Seeing, 
O Bharata, that the Pandava army was 
being destroyed by your son. 


22. The Panchalas led by Bhimasena 
advanced (against him). He then (pierced) 
Bhimasena wlth ten, each of the two sons of 
Madri with three, 


23. Virata and Drupada each with six, 
Shikandi with hundred, Dhristadumna with 
hundred, the son of Dharma with seven, 


24. And the Kalkeyas and the Chedies 
with numerous keen darts. Piercing Satwat- 
ta with five (arrows), each of the sons of 
Droupadi with three, 


25—26. And piercing Ghatotkacha too 
in battle he roared like a lion. Like the 
wrathful destroyer slaying the created 
beings, he cut down hundreds of other 
warriors and the bodies of horses and ele- 
phants in that terrific encounter. When he 
was thus destroying his enemies, his great 
bow, plaited at the back with gold, 


27. Was severed into three parts with 
two broad-headed shafts by the eldest 








Pandava, O worshipful sire. (He then) 
pierced him (i.e. Duryodhana) fully with ten 
excellent and sharpened darts. 

28. All these (arrows) piercing through 
the vital parts of Duryodhana penetrated 
into the earth in an unbroken line. ‘I hen the 
assembled warriors encircled Yudhisthira, 


29. As the celestials had surrounded 
Purandara for the purpose of destroying 
Vritra (in days of yore). 


o. Then the highly irresistible king 
Yudhisthira, O king, shot at your son an 
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arrow in that encounter. Deeply wounded 
by that dart he became insensible on his 
excellent car. 


31. Then a great and tumultoùs up- 
roar arose from among the Panchala 
soldiers. O king of kings, that great noise ` 
was this “the king is slain,” 


32. And, O Bharata, starr whizes of 
arrows were also heard there. ‘hen Drona 
speedily appeared there in that battle. 


33. Duryodhana too with (great) joy 
grasping his bow firmly and shouting to the 
king (Yudhisthira) ‘wait’ ‘wait’ rushed 
against the Pandavas. 


34. The Panchalas too desirous of vic- 
tory speedily followed the king. In order 
to save the foremost of the Kurus, Drona 
received them (r.e. their charge) 


35- And then destroyed them all like 
the possessor of rays destroying the clouds 
driven to and fro by a terrific hurricane. 
Then there took place, O king, a terrific 
battle causing great havoc between your 
and your enemy’s assembled troops eager 
for fight. 


Thus ends tke one hundred and fifty- 
third chapter, the defeat of Duryodhana, 
in the Ghatatkacha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHART EIR iG Vv. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. When the wrathful preceptor endued 
with prowess, having addressed my son 
Duryodhana, who (even) acts in opposition 
to my commands, thus entered into the 
Pandava army, 


2 


3- How did the Pandavas oppose that 
mighty bowman, the heroic Drona, who 
having entered it (i e the hostile army) was 
moving about (the field of battle) stationed 
on his car. 


3. (And) when the preceptor was en- 
gaged in the terrible slaughter of the 
enemy in that great battle, who did protect 
the right wheel (of his car) and who the 


| left 2 


4. Who were the heroes that guarded 
the rear of that warrior engaged in fight ? 
Who were the enemies that were stationed 
in front of that car-wartior ? 


5. Itseems to me that they experienced 
an excessive cold chill ill-suited to the proper 
season or Í think they shivered like cows 
exposed to frosts. 


262 MAHABHARATA. 


6. When that unyanquished and mighty 
wielder of bow and that. foremost of the 
wielders of weapons, dancing on the 
track of his car, entered among the Pan- 
chalas, 


7. Consuming all the forces of the Pan- 
schalas like an angry comet, how did that 
foremost of the car-warriors meet with 
death ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

8. Having killed the king of Sindhu in 
the evening Partha saw the king (ie Yu- 
@histhira) and then united with the great 
bowman Satyaki he advanced against 
Drona himself. 


9. Then Yudhisthira together with the 
Pandava Bhimasena joined by their sepa- 
rate squadrons soon rushed against Drona 
himself, 


there arose a tumultuous uproar from among 
the troops. 


20. (Mingling) with the loud beat of 
drums and sound of cymbals, the grunt of 
elephants and the neigh of horses 

21. And the noise of hoofs (that up- 
roar) spread everywhere. Then there 
took place an awfully dreadful nocturnal 
batıle, 


22. O great king, between Drona (on 


one hand) and all the Srinjayas (on the 
other). In consequence of the night being 
enveloped in darkness and of the dust 
raised by the soldiers nothing could be 
descerned. The blood fof men, horse and 
elephant mingled together. 


24. Stupified with unconciousness as we 


were we did not see any dust on the earth. 


Like the (creaking sounds) of a burning 







bamboo forest on a mountain during a 


to. Similarly, Nakula endued with in- night, 


telligenve and Sahadeva difficult of being 
conquer. l, and Dhristadumna with his 


25. There arose a dreadful clangning 
army and Tirata together with the Keka- 


noise of the clashing weapons. In conse- 
quence of the sounds of Mridangas, Anakas 
Vallakis and Patahas, 


i] 

tr. And the Matshas and the Salyas 
with their own divisions advanced against 
Drona for battle. Protected by the Pancha- 
chalas, Drupada, 


12. The father of Dhristadumna, O 
king, marched against Drona. Those 
mighty wielders of bow viz the (five) sons 
of Droupadi and the Rakshasa Ghatot- 
kacha 


13. Followed by their own troops pro- 
ceeded against the highly resplendent 
Drona. The Prabhadrakas and the Pan- 
chalas, numbering sixty thousand (effi- 
cient) smiters, 


14. With Shikhandi at-their head, mar- 
ghed against Drona. Similarly (numerous) 
other foremost of men and mighty car- 
warriors on the side of the Pandavas, 


35. © best of men, jointly proceeded 
against Drona. O' best of the Bharatas, 
those warriors having proceeded for the 
fight, 


16. The night became dark increasing 
the terror of the cowards. (And) that dis- 
mal (night) O king, proved destructive of 
(numerous) warriors. 


17. And it then proved fatal to elephants 
horses and men. On that pitchy dark 
night jackals setting up (terrible) yells 
everywhere, 


18—19. And with their gaping mouths 
all ablaze indicated dreadful terror. Spe- 
cially greatly terrible owls, screaming from 
the standards of the :Kouravas, foreboded 
dteadful terror. Then, O king of kings, 












26. And of the thundering shouts, of 


‘the combatants and the „neigh (of steeds), 
O lord, everything was in utter confusion. 
O king, on account of darkness gathering 
fasts friends could not be distinguished from 
oes. 


27. And at that night every one became 


as if seized with madness. O king of kings, 
then the dust on earth (soon) disap- 
peared on account of (the profuse) flow of 
blood. 


28. (Then), on account of the golden 


armours and the ornaments (worn by the 
warriors) the gloom was dispersed. Adorn- 
ed with gems and gold, the Bharata army 
then, 


29. Looked like the firmament studded 


with stars during the night, O foremost of 
the Bharatas. (That field of battle) with 
maces and standards lying scattered all 
over, resounding with the howls of the 
the jackals, 


30. Grunts of elephants and ringing with 
the striking of arms and shouts (of the com- 
batants) appeared dreadful. Then there 
arose a great and tumultuous uproar, caus- 
ing the hair to stand on end, 


31. And filling all the points like the 
roar of Mahendra’s thunder. (And) O 
great king, at that night the Bharata army 
illuminated with the Angadas, ear-rings, 
cuirasses, and with the weapons could be 
(clearly) seen. There (on the field of 
paile) elephants and cars decked with 
gold, 
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‘aa. Looked like clouds with lightning 
Ree upon them during the night. 
words, darts, maces, scimitars, clubs, lan- 


ces and axes, 

34. Looked like blazing sparks of fire 
when they fell. Duryodhana was the pre- 
cursory wind, cars and elephants were the 
clouds. 


35. Sounds of musical intruments were 
the thundering noise, bow and standards 
were the lightning flashes ; Drona and the 
Pandavas were the clouds, swords, darts 
and maces were the thunder. 


36. And showers, both very hot and 
cold, of arrows and of (other) weapons were 
the gusts of wind—of that dreadful, mar- 
vellous and fierce (army) which was fatal 
to life and from which escape was not at 
all possible. 

Desirous of battle, warriors entered 
fearlessly into that host at that dreadful 
night resounding with numerous sounds. 

38. And when that awfully terrible and 
fierce nocturnal battle was raging which 
struck terroninto (the minds of) the cowards 
and increased the joy of the valiant, 

39. The Pandavas and the Srinjayas 
united together rushed furiously against 
Drona. (But) O king, all those who con- 
fronted that high-souled one, 

40. Were driven back and some were 
sent to the abode of Yama. Thousands of 
elephants, ten thousands of car-warriors, 

41. Millions of foot-soldiers and hun- 
dreds of millions of horses were pierced 
with shafts by Drona alone at that night. 


Thus ends the one hundred and fifty- 
fourth chapter fight by Drona in the 
Gatotkacha-Badha of thè Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLV. 


ATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


(GH 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. When, unable to bear (the destruction 
of the king of Sindhu), that one of unrival- 
led energy and difficult of being vanquished 
penetrated into the Srinjyas what became 
(the state of) your mind + 


i » disobedient 

2. Having addressed my 
son Duryodhona thus, when that one of 
an- 


immeasurable energy entered (into the 
dava army) what did Partha do? 
(You say that) on the slaughter of 
the heroic king of Sindhu as well as of 
Bhurisrava_ that unvanquished one (i. e. 





| 
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Drona). enuued with great energy rushed 
against the Srinjayas. 

4 What did (Partha) think on that in- 
vincible scorcher of foes having so entered g 
What also did Duryodhana think as ta 
the most proper step that he could adopt 
at that time ? 

_ Who were they that followed the 
heroic bestower of boons, the foremost of 
the twice-born ones? Who, O charioteer, 
were the warriors that remained behind 
that fighting hero? 


6. Who were they that fought in, 
his van when he was destroying the 
enemies? I think that afflicted with the 
darts of the son of Bharadwaja, all the 
Pandavas (trembled) 


7. Like lean cows shivering in cold. 
Having entered into the Panchalas how 
that mighty weilder of bow, that grinder 
oliiees and foremost of men came by his 
end? 


8. When, on that night, all the soldiers 
joined together and (all) the mighty car-. 
warriors, combined, were being separately 
crushed, (by Drona), who, were the intelli- 
gent men among you, that were then 
present ? 


9g. (You say) that, in the encounter, 
my soldiers were (either) killed, driven 
away, or defeated and that my car-warri- 
ors were deprived of their cars in the 
encounter. 


10. Crushed and deprived of senses by 
the Pandavas and buried in blinding dark- 
ness (as they were,) what was (the state of) 
their mind? 


You say that the Pandavas were 
full of joy and elated (with success), and 
that my partizans were cheerless, heartless 
and struck with terror. 

12. How, O charioteer, O Sanjaya, ov 
that (dark) night could you distinguist 
the unretreating sons of Pritha and the 
Kurus ? 


Il. 


Sanjaya said :— 

13. O king, when that greatly furious 
nocturnal battle was going on, all the Pan- 
davas together with the Somakas rushed 
against Drona. 

14. But Drona, by means of his swift: 
going darts, sent the Kekayas and sons of 
Dhristadumna to the region of the de- 
parted spirits. 

15. And Drona sent all those mighty 
car-warriors, those lords of earth who con- 
fronted him to the region of Pitris, O king- 

16. Then the powerful king Sibi furiously 
advanced against the heroic som of Bhara- 
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dwaja, the mighty-car warrior Drona who 
was engaged in crushing (the enemy). 


i7. Seeing the great car-warrior of the 
Pandavas advance, Drona pierced him with 
ten arrows made wholly of steel. 


18. Sibi (too) pierced him (#.e. Drona) 
in return by thirty shafts adorned with the 
plumes of the Kanka (bird) and struck down 
his charioteer with a smile by a broad- 
headed shaft. 


1g. (On the other hand) Drona, having 
killed the horses as well as the charioteer 
of that high-souled one, severed his head, 
adorned with a diadem, from the body. 


zo. Duryodhana then quickly ordered a 
charioteer (to guide Drona’s car). The 
reins of the) horses being taken by him, he 
(i.e. Drona) again proceeded against his 
foes. 


21. A.-ompanied by the Kalinga forces 
the scn of the king of Kalinga, excited with 
wrath for the destruction of his father by 
Bhimasena, rushed towards him. 


22. Having (first) pierced Bhima with 
five shalts and then again with seven, he 
struck Viseka (Bhima’s charioteer) with 
three darts and his q.e. Bhima’s) standard 
with one. 


23. Vrikodara, then fired with rage, 
leaped from (his own) car to that of the 
heroic’ prince of Kalinga, who also was 
(very) angry and killed him with blows from 
his fists. 


24. Allthe bones of that one (č.e. the 
Kalinga prince) thus boxed to death by the 
powertul Pandava, suddenly fell down on 
the ground separated from one another. 


25. Karna and all the brothers (of the 
Kalinga prince) could not bear that act on 
the part of Bhimasena. ‘hey (therefore) 
struck him with keen darts (as fierce) as 
` poisonous snakes. 


26, Bhima, then leaving the car of his 
enemy (t.e. dead Kalinga prince) made for 
the car of Dhruva and smashed Dhruva 
who was incessantly striking him, by a 
blow of his fist. 


27. Thus struck by the powerful son of 
Pandu, he- fell down (from his car). The 
highly powerful Bhimasena, O king, after 
slaying him, 

_28. Got up to the car of Jayadratha and 
repeatedly sent forth leonIne roars. ` While 
roaring he hurled him down with his left 
hand. : 

29. And he (then) killed him with a sla 
in the very presence of Karna himself. 
Karna theh shot a golden dart at that 
_ Pandava. 





30. But the son of Pandw seized that 
(dart) with a smile. And in that encounter 
the invincible Vrikodara hurled that very 
dart at Karna, 


31. (Then) Sakuni cut off that dart 
while it was coming (towards Karna) by 
a shaft saturated with oil. Having per- 
formed such great exploits in battle, that 
one of marvellous prowess, 


32. Returned to his own car and (then) 
rushed against your troops. When Bhima 
desirous of staying (your troops), was (thus) 
advancing furiously like the (grim) Des- 
troyer himself, 


33. Your mighty armed-sons, those 
great car-warriors tried to check his career 


by enveloping him with mighty showers 
of arrows, 


34. Then Bhima, with a smile, sent the 
charioteer and the steeds of Durmada in 


that battle to the abode of Yama with his 
shafts. 


35- Durmada then got to the car of 
Duskarna. Those two brothers, the tor- 


mentors of foes, mounted on the same 
Car, 


36. Both rushed against Bhima in the 
van of the battle, as the lord of the waters 
(7. e. Varuna) (had rushed against) Taraka, 


the foremost-of the Daitayas (in days of 
yore), 


37- Then your sons Durmada and 


Duskarna ascending the same car pierced 
Bhima with arrows, 


38. Then in the very sight of Karna, 
and Duryodhana and ïn, that of Kripa, 
Somadatta, and Balhika, the Pandava, 


39. That chastiser of foes, buried the 
car of the heroic Durmada and that of 


Duskarna into the earth with the stroke of 
his foot. 


40. Then striking furiously with the 
blows of his fits those two Hersicrand power- 
ful sons of yours, Duskarna and Durmada, 


he crushed them (therewith) and sent forth 
thudering shouts, 


41. Then your troops began to wail 
aloud and the kings seeing Bhima, said. 
ee Renn meelh who assuming the 
sh: of a ima is fighti i 
troops of Dhritarastra,” Bases Sth the 


42. O Bharata, saying this, all the kin s 
deprived, „(as vit were) of their senses Ae 
urging the animals (on which they rode) 

ed away (from ‘the field) and no two then 
(so great was their terror) did run together. 

43. The army (of the Kur bei 
thus greatly Crushed, ‘in that ee 


heroic and high! i 
à y powerful V 
endued with full blown lotus: §ke Nene: 
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highly complemented by. (many) foremost 
of kings, paid his regards to king Yudhis- 
thira. 

_ 44. Then the twins (ie, Nakula and 
Sahadeva), Drupada, Virata and the Key- 
kayas as well as Yudhisthira experienced 
a great joy and paid high complements 
to Vrikodara as the celestials paid to Hara 
after the slaughter of Andhaka by him. 

45. Then your sons resembling those of 
Varuna filled with wrath, and eager for 
battle led by (their) high-souled preceptor 
surrounded on all sides Vrikodara by cars 
foot-soldiers and elephants, 

46. Then, O best of kings, on that dread- 
ful night enveloped with darkness thick as 
clouds, there took place, between those high- 
souled ones, an awe-inspiring and terrible 
battle delightful to wolves, crows and vul- 
tures. 

Thus ends the one hundred and fifty-fifth 
chapter, the prowess displaycd by Bhima 
in the Ghatotkacha-Badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CLVI. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— ; 

1. Enraged at the slaughter of his son, 
while he was sitting with the desire of dying 
without food, Somadatta said these words 
to Satyki :— 

2. Why, O Satwatta, without observing, 
the Kshatriya duties as formerly laid down 
by the gods, have you taken to the practices 
of robbers ? a 
How can a wise person, practising 


ESKEA duties, strke in battle one vio 
runs away, or is helpless or has laid aside 


o begs (for his lile) ? 

it is said that among the 
and mighty 
the highly 

elf. 


his weapons or wh 


4. O Swtatta, duhan 
Vrishnis there are two principa 
car-warriors in battle, namely, 
energetic Pradyumna and yours p 

id y tise such a 
. Why then did you prac 
ero aid commit such an E 
lead to your downfall, towar 
oe in eer and whose arms had been cut 
off by Partha? à 

6. O wicked one, suffer (now) the eee 

quences of that act of yours a ae 
txerting my strength, O foot 

cut off your head with arrows fev 
7. O Satwata, I swear by my ae 
by what is dear to me, and by my 


34 
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deeds, if before this night comes to.a close 
I fail to destroy you, you that so mich, 
pride on your heroism, together with your 
sons and younger brothers, unless you are 
backed up by Jishnu, the son of Pritha, 
then, O wretch of Vrishnis, may I fall into 
dreadful hell. 


9. The highly powerful Somadatta, 
excited with wrath, having said thus, blew’ 
loudly (his) conch and sent forth roars like 
a lion. 

10. Then the greatly powerful Satyaki 
endued with eyes (beautiful) as lotus petals 
and possessed of leonine teeth greatly en- 
raged thus addressed Somadatta. 


11. “O descendant of the Kurus, I 


| entertain not the least fear in my heart 


whether fighting with you or with others. 


12. I shall not experience the slightest 
pain, even if backed up by all your forces” 
you fight with me, O scion of the Kuru 
race. 


13. Observant of the practices of the 
Kshatriyas as I am, I can not be terrified’ 
with words smelling of battle and insulting 
to the virtuous. 

14. If, O lord of men, yeu are desirous of 
fighting with me, strike me with sharpened 
arrows and Í also will strike you (in return). 

15. O king, your son, the mighty car- 
warrior Bhurisrava has been slain. Then 
the heroic Sala and Vrisasena too have 
been destroyed. 


16. Iwill to-day destroy you also to- 
gether with your sons and friends ; yeu are 
a descendant of the Kuru race and are 
endued with great prowess. Now remain 
carefully in battle. 

17. King Yudhisthira is always 
characterised by charity, self-restraint, 
purity, absence of cruelty, modesty, intelli- 
gence and forgiveness and all (the virtues) 
that do not perish, 

18. You, who have been already slain 
by the energy of that one whose standard 
bears the mark of a drum, will be destroy- 
ed in battle together with Sakuni and 
Souvala. 

19. I swear to-day by Krishna's feet 
and all the meritorious acts that | had 
done before, that I will wrathfully kill you irt- 
battle together with your sons, with arrows, 

20. If, however, you run away (from 
the field), you may be freed (from me). 
‘Thus addressing each. other, with eyes 
reddened with rage, 

21. Those two foremost of ‘men began 
to discharge arrows (at each pihen) ‘Lhen 
with a thousand cars and ` ten housang 
horses, 
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a2. Duryodhana stood  surroundin 
Somadatta. Sakuni, too excited with wrath 
and armed with all the weapons, 


123. And surrounded by sons and grand- 
sone and brothers powerful as Indra him- 
self (followed Duryodhana’s example), 
Your youthful brother-in-law, O king, en- 
dued with a body hard as the thunderbolt, 


24. And gifted with wisdom and who 
had with him one hundred thousand steeds 
of the best breed, completely hemmed in 
that mighty bowman Somadatta. 


25. Supported by those heroes, (Soma- 
datta) covered Satyaki with arrows, Seeing 
him covered with straight arrows 


26. Dhristadyumna, followed by a. large 
atmy, proceeded wrathfully (towards him). 
Like the roar of waters dashed into fury by 
a terrible hurricane, 


. 27. There arose, O king, a great tumult 
among the (two) forces striking each other. 
Somadatta then pierced Satwata with nine 
arrows. 


28. Satyakitoo pierced that foremost of 
Kurus with nine shafts. Deeply wound- 


ed in battle by that powerful and firm 
wielder of bow, 


ag. (Somadatta) leaned against the 
terrace of his car and (then) swooned away 
and was deprived of consciousness. See- 
ing that he was deprived of consciousness, 
his charioteer, in great hurry, 


_ go. Carried away the heroic and mighty 
¢ar-warrior Somadatta from (the field of) 
battle. Beholding him deprived of senses 
and afflicted with the arrows of Yuyudhana, 


31. Drona desirous of'slaying the heroic 
(Yadu rushed (at him). Seeing (¢.e Drona 
advance), Yudhisthira (putting himself) at 
the head (of his troops), 


32. With the desire of rescuing the high- 
souled perpetuator of the Yadu race sur- 
rounded him on all sides. Then there com- 


menced a battle between Drona and the 
Pandavas, 


33- Like that (which took place) in days 
of yore between Vali and the celestials 
(both) desirous of the conquest of the three 
worlds. Then covering the Pandava army 
with arrowy showers, 


. 44. The highly-energetic son of Bhara- 
dwaja pierced Yudhisthira also. (Drona 
then struck) Satyaki-with ten darts and the 
son of Prishata (i.e. Dhristadyumna) with 
gaenty five darts. 


_ 35- (And he pierced) Bhimasena with 
nine, Nakula with five, Sahadeva with eight 
and Shikhandi with one hundred arrows. 

























slaughtered by Drona, 


enraged a little, advanced speedily against 
his preceptor. 


was advancing against 


battle, the soldiers of Yudhisthira rallied 
again. 
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36. That mighty armed one (then 


pierced) each of (the five) sons of Draupadi 
with five arrows, Virata the king of Matsyas 
with eight, Drupada with ten darts, 


37. Yudhamanu with three and Utta- 


manja with six {arrows) in that battle, 
(Similarly) piercing many other soldiers 
(he) rushed against Yudhisthira. 


(Vhus) struck dy Drona, the troops 
son of Pandu with loud wails 


fled away in terror in ten directions, O 
king. 


39. Seeing that the army was being 
Phalguna Partha, 


40. O king, beholding that Drona too 


Vivatsu in that 


41. Then again commenced a battle 


between the sons of Bharadwaja and the 
Pandavas. 


surrrounded by your sons 
5 y ' 


Drona, O ‘king, completely 


42. Began to destroy the troops of the 


Pandavas, as flre (consumes) a heap of 
cotton. 
sun and was endued with the resplendance 
of a blazing fire. 


(He then) looked like the radiant 


43. O king, seeing Drona incessantly 


discharge fierce arrows like sparks of fire 


from his bow drawn to a circle, and like the 
scorching sun, 


44. Consume the evenings there was 
none among the army that could withstand 


him. Those persons who stood before 
Drona (in order to resist him) 


45. Had their heads cut off by Drona 
with arrows which (then) entered into the 
earth. ‘Lhe army of the Pandavas thus 
slaughtered by that high-souled one, 


46. Again ran away in terror (even) in 
the very sight of Savyasachi. Seeing his 


lines broken by Drona at (that) night, O 
Bharata, 


47. Jishnu said to Govinda “proceed 
towards the car of Drona.” ‘Then that 
Dasarha (chief) drove the horses, looking 
like silver or milk of cows, or like the Kun- 
da flower, towards the car of Drona. See- 
ing that Phalguna was proceeding towards 
Drona, Bhimasena too, 

48. Ordered his own charioteer -to take’ 
him towards Drona’s troops. Visaka (the 
charioteer of Bhima), hearing those words 
of his (master) guided the steeds 


50. Behind Jushnu of unerring aim, O 
foremost of the Bharatas. Seeing those two 
brothers resoluicly rush towards Druna’s 
division, ; ; 
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5t. The Panchalas, the Srinjayas, the 
Matsyas, the Chedis, the Kouravas, the 
Koshalas and those mighty car-war- 
riors, the Keykayas followed suit, O great 
king. 

52—53. Then, O king, ensued a dread- 
ful encounter, making the hair stand erect. 
Vivastsu, then, attacked the right and Vri- 
kodara the left fank of your army with in- 
numerable cars. Seeing those twe fore- 


most of men, viz Bhimasena and 
Dhananjaya, (proceed towards Drona’s 
troops), 


54. Dhrishtadyumna as well as the high- 
ly powerful Satyaki rushed (at them). 
like the roar of waters dashed into fury by 
a terrible hurricane, 


55. There arose a great tumult among 
the combatants striking each other. See- 
ing Satyaki in battle and enraged at the 
slaughter of the son of Somadatta, 


56, The son of Drona rushed furiously 
against Satwatta at the van of battle. 
(Seeing) him proceed towards the car of the 
grandson of Sini in battle, 

57—58. That gigantic Rakshasa, the 
son of Bhimasena, possessed of enormous 
strength, rushed (at him) mounted ona huge 


and awfully dreadful car made of black iron | 


bear-skin, measuring thirty 
nalwas in height and width, furnished with 
various machines, and emitting thondering 
roars like those of a mighty (mass of) 
clouds. 

59- I I 
looking like elephants; but they were nei- 
ther elephants nor horses. With its wings 
and feet outstretched and with expanded 
eyes and emittirz (terrible) shrieks, 


covered with 


60, A prince of vultures sat on its tower- 
ing standard. (That car) was adorned 
with red flags furnished with rows of 
bones, 

61—62. And with eight wheels. (And 
~he) sat down on this car surrounded by one 
Akshauhini of terrible-looking Rakshasa 
armed with maces and clubs and carrying 
rocks and trees in their hands. , The kings 
were (greatly) pained on seeing him (to 
advance) with upraised bow, 


63. Look like the very Destroyer him- 
self, mace in hand, at the time of universal 
dissolution. (And he) resembled a moun- 
tain peak, was frightful to look at, and 
dreadful. 


64. (He) had terrible teeth, anda dread 
ful fave, was ossessed of arrow-like ears, 
high cheek nes, shooting hair, un- 
natural eyes, flaming mouth and a sunken 


‘belly. 





(And it was) drawn by animals | 
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65. His aesophagus was deep as a 
yawning pit and his head was furnished with 
a coronet. He was dreadful to all creatures 
and his jaws were as wide as those of the 
Destroyer himself. 


66. Seeing Gatatkacha, the lord of the 
Rakshasas endued with splendour, and 
capable of striking terror into foes, advance 
upraising his great bow, 

67. Your son's forces struck with panic 
became as much agitated as when the wavea 
of Ganga (dashed into fury) by a tempest 
are agitated into whirlpools. 


68. Struck with panic by the leonine 
roars sent forth by Ghatotkacha, the ele- 
phants began to pass urine and the kings 
were greatly distressed. 


69. Hurled by the Rakshas who became 
more powerful on night-fall, there began to 
fall from all sides showers of stones on the 
ground. 


zo. Showers of iron, wheels, Bhushur- 
deeds, arrows, spears, Sataghnees and axes 
also began to fall there incessantly. 


71. Seeing that furious and terrible 
battle, the kings, your sons and Karna too, 
being (greatly) distressed, ran away (from 
the battle field). 


72. There the haughty son, of Drona 
only proud of his prowess in weapons, stood 
without fear (and he) soon did away with 
the illusion created by Ghatotkach. 


73. Enraged at the illusion being dis- 
pelled (by the son of Drona), Ghatotkacha 
began to discharge fierce arrows. Those 
(arrows) penetrated into (the body of) Aswa- 
thama. 


74. As snakes insensible with rage furi- 
ously (enter into) an ant-hil!, those arrows 
penetrating through (the body of) the son of 
Saradwata became covered with blood, 


75. And then speedily entered into the 
earth like serpents (entering) an ant-hill. 
The light-handed and powerful Aswathania 
too, excited with wrath, 


76. Fuviously pierced Ghatotkacha with 
ten arrows. Deeply pierced in the vital 
parts by the son of Drona, Ghatotkacha, 


77. Became greatly afflicted and then 
took up a wheel furnished with one hundred 
thousand spokes. (lhis wheel) the edge of 
which was sharp as that of a razor, and 
which was as resplendent as the morning 
sun and was studded with gems and preci- 
ous stones, 


78. Was hurled by the son of Bhima- 
sena at Aswathama with the desire of slay- 
ing (him). Cut off into fragments by the 
son of Drona with arrows as it coursed with 


| great speed (towards him), 
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79. It fell down on the ground like the 
purposes of an unlucky person. Seeing his 
wheel cut down, Ghatotkacha speedily 


80. Covered the son of Drona with shafts 
as Sarbhanu (i.e. Rahu) swallows the 
creator of light (i.e. the sun). ‘The resplen- 
dent son of Ghatotkacha resembling a mass 
of antimony, 


81. Arrested the advance of the son of 
Drona as the king of mountains (checks the 
career of) the wind. (Struck with arrows) by 
the heroic Anjanaparva, the grandson of 
Bhimasena, 


82. (The son of Drona) looked like the 
mountain Meru drenched with (copious) 
showers of rain from the clouds. Aswathama 
also endued with a prowess equal to that 
of Rudra or Upendra, becoming highly en- 
raged, 


83. Cut off tne standard of Anjanaparva 
with one arrow, his two charioteers with two 
and his Trivenduka with four (arrows). 


84—85. With one (arrow) he cut off his 
bow and with four his four steeds. Deprived 
of his car, as he (i.e. the son of Ghatotkach) 
took up a scimitar studded with gelden 
stars, in his hand, and flourished it, (Aswa- 
thama) severed it into two parts by a keen 
dart. . Then, king, the grandson of 
Hidimva speedily (took up) a mace decked 
with gold ; 

86. And whirling it, (he) hurled (that 
mace at Aswathama). But the sonof Drona, 
striking it (with arrows) felled it (to the 
ground). Then, leaping up in the air and 
roaring like black clouds, 


87—88. Anjnnaparva began to pour down 
showers of trees from the firmament. Then 
the son of Drona began to pierce that one 
capable of (creating) illusions by means of 
shafts in the sky as the sun (pierces) the 
clouds with his rays. Seated on his car 

gain decked -with gold, when that one of 
great strength, 


89—90. Looking like a high and beauti- 
ful mountain of antimony, descended to the 
earth, the son of Drona slew the son of 
Bhima’s son, Anjanaparva, clad in armour 
as Maheswara (killed) the (Asura) Andha- 
ka in days of yore. Seeing his son of en- 
ormous strength killed by Aswathama, 


91. (Ghatotkacha),the ornaments of whose 
arms were falling down from rage, came 
up to the son of Drona who was consuming 
the Pandava army like a raging forest-fire 
and fearlessly said to heroic son of Sara- 
dwati these words :— 


Ghatotkacha said :— 
7 aoa © son of Drona, ‘wait, wait.’ 
will n: 














of elephants. 






2 1 of You. 
‘not escape alive from me, -I will to-day 
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destroy you as the son of Agni (i.e. Karti 
keya) rived the (mountain) Krouncha, 


Aswathama said :— 


93. O son equal in prowess to a celestial, 
go and fight with others. O son of Hidimva, 
it is not proper for the father to fight with 
the son. 


94. O son of Hidimva, I am in no way 
angry with you.in my mind. But when a 


creature is excited with rage, it may (then) 
kill its own self. 


Sanjaya said :— 

95. Hearing those words, the’ son of 
Bhimasena who was filled with grief for the 
loss of son and whose eyes became copper- 


coloured in rage, addressed Aswathama 
thus :— 


96. “What! Am I like a common indi- 
vidual, unable to fight, O son of Drona, 
that you are terrifying me with words? 
These words of yours are (highly) improper. 

97. I am born of Bhima in the great 
race of the Kurus and ‘am the son of the 
Pandavas who never run away from battle. 


98. lam the Emperor of the Rakshasas 
and equal to the ten-necked (Ravana) in 
prowess. O son of Drona, wait, wait, you 
will never escape alive from me. 


99. I will, to-day, ‘put an end to your 
desire for fighton the field of battle.” Say- 
ing thus, that highly powerful Rakshasa, 


with eyes (red) as copper in wrath, 


100. Rushed furiously against the son of 
Drona as a lion (rushes against) the king 
(Then) Ghatotkacha began to 


discharge showers of arrows of the measure 
of the Aksha of a car, 


tor. At that foremost of car-warriors, 
the son of Drona, as a cloud (sends down) 
showers of rain. (But) the son of Drona 
allayed that down pour of arrows by means 


of his (own) shafts, before they could reach 
him. : 


102. It, then, seemed, that another fight 
was raging in the firmament between the 
atrows. In consequence of the sparks emit- 
ted forth by the clash of weapons, it seemed 

103. ‘That the firmament was studded 
with glow-worms during the night. Be- 
holding his illusion destroyed by the son of 
Drona, proud (of his prowess) in battle, 


_104. Ghatotkacha then disappeared frem 
view again and created (another) illusion 
(by nue of this new illusion) ; he assumed 
the shape of a towering mountain abound- 
ing with peaks and ea 

105." 


water fr. And. having a great fountain of 


om which spears, lances, swords and 
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heavy clubs, flowed incessantly. The son 
of Drona, beholding that mountain looking 
like a mass of antimony, 


106. From which innumerable weapons 
were being rained down, was not at all 
afflicted. The son of Drona, then, as if 
with a smile, invoked into existence the 
weapon Bajra. 


107. By means of that weapon he soon 
destroyed that prince of mountains. 
Then he (če. Ghatotkacha) wearing the 
shape of a blue cloud adorned with rain- 
bow in the firmament, 


108. Covered the son of Drona with 
furious showers of stones in battle. There- 
upon, aiming the Vayavya weapon, that 
foremost of those skilled in weapons, (viz.) 


109. The son Drona destroyed that 
rising blue cloud covering all points com- 
pletely with numerous arrows, the son of 
Drona, 


110—111. That foremost of two-legged 
creatures, destroyed one hundred thou- 
sand cars. He (then) saw Ghatotkach come 
again fearlessiy on a car bending his bow 
and surrounded by a host of Rakshasas, 
resembling (in shape) lions and tegers, 
endued with the prowess of infuriated ele- 
phants, 


112. Riding on elephants, cars and 
horses and possessed of unnatural, faces, 
heads and necks. Those followers of the 
son of Hidimva, 

113° Belonged to Pulasta and Yatu- 
dhana clans, and like them, were (all) 
equal to Indra in prowess. (These Raksh- 
asa) heroes weilded several (sorts of) 
armours, 


114. Were dreadful to look at, excited 
with wrath, and their eyes were rolling in 
ire. Accompained by those Rakshasas 
difficult of being vanquished, (Ghatotkacha) 
appeared on the field of battle. 


115. Seeing that your son grew (greatly) 
dispirited (at the sight of these Rakshasas į 
the son of Drona thus addressed him. “O 
Durjodhana, wait. You need not enter- 
tain any fear (of the Rakshasas). 


116. (Remain here) with your heroic 
brothers and with the kings. equal in 
prowess to Indra himself. I will destroy 
your enemies. You will not meet with 
reverse; I tell you (this) truly. (Now cheer 
up (your) army.” 


Duryodhana said :— 

117. I do not deem it (z.e., what you 
say) wonderful, because you have a large 
mind, and (because), ~ O son of Goutama’s 
daughter, you are devotedly attached to us. 
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Sanjaya said :— 


118. Thus addressing Aswathama, he 
then said to the son of Suvala :—“(Arjuna 
is surrounded by one hundred thousan: 
cars, adorning the (field of) battle. 


119. Do you mark against Dhananjaya 
with one thousand cars, Karna, Vrisasena, 
Kripa as well as Nila. 


120. And the warriors of the North, 
Kritavarma, the sons of Purumitra, Dusa- 
sana, Nikumva, Kundavedi, Purukrama, 


121. And Puranjaya, Dridaratha, Pataki, 
Hemapusyaka, Salya, Aruni, Indrasena, 
Sanjaya, Vejaya, Jaya, 

122, And Kamalaksha, Parakrathi, 
Jayadharma, Sudarsana—(all) these will 
follow you together with sixty thousand 
infantry. 


123. Destroy, O uncle, Bhima, the 
twins (ìe. Nakula and Sahadeva) as well 
as the Dharmaraj, as the Asuras. My 
hope of success lies in you. 


124. (They) are already deeply wound- 
ed, their bodies are mangled with shafts by 
the son of Drona. © uncle, (now) destroy 
the sons of Kunti, as the son of Agni (j.c., 
Kartikeya) slew the Asuras.” 


125. Thus spoken to by your son, the 
son of Suvala, desirous of doing your son 
good, marched quickly, O king, for the 
purpose of destroying the Pandavas. 


126. Then commenced on that night 
a dreadful encounter between the son of 
Drona and the Rakshasa (Ghatotkacha) like 
that (which had taken place in days of yore) 
between Sakra and Prahrada. 


127, Then Ghatatkacha, excited with, 
anger struck the son of the daughter of 
Goutama on the chest with ten strong arrows 
(fierce) like the venom or the fire. 


128. Deeply wounded by those arrows 
sent by theson of Bhima, he (é.e., Aswa- 
thama), like a tree shaken by the tempest, 
trembled on the terrace of his car. 


129. Again by means of a broad- 
headed shaft, Ghatotkacha soon cut off 
that highly lustrous bow wielded by the son 
of Drona. 


130. Then taking up another strong 
bow capable of sustaining a great strain, 
the son of Drona poured showers of keen 
arrows as the clouds (pour down) showers 
of rain. 


131. Then, O Bharata, the son of 
Saradvati sent gold winged and sky-rang- 
ing arrows destiuctive of foes against. that 
ranger of the sky. 


132. That great host of the broad- 
chested Rakshasas, sore oppressed with his 
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Arrows, ooked like a herd of furious ele- 
phants attacked) bya lion. 


. 133, Like the god Agni consuming the 
creatures at the end of a Yuga, he began to 
consume with his arrows the Rakshasas 
together with (their) horses, charioteers, 
cars and elephants. 


134. Consuming one Akshouhini of 
Rakshasa troops with his shafts, he shone 
like the divine Maheswara in heaven when 
the latter had burnt down (the chief of) 
Tripura in days of yore. 


135. Having consumed the hostile forces, 
the son of Drona, the foremost of victors, 
shone like the resplendent Agni burning 
all the creatures at the end of a Yuga. 


136. Then Ghatotkacha, greatly enraged, 
ordered that vast army of Rakshasas capable 
of achieving terrible feats,. to slay the son 
‘of Drona. 


137. [In obedience to that order of 
Ghatotkacha, the Rakshasas, possessed of 
blazing teeth, large faces, and terrible 
features, capable of causing dread, 


138. Having gaping mouths, iong ton- 
gues, and eyes burning in ire,—causing the 
earth to tremble with great leonine roars, 


139—142. And wielding several (sorts 
of) weapons rushed to slay the son of Drona. 
These Rakshasas, of gigantic strength and 
with eyes reddened with wrath, began to 
shower upon the head of the son of Drona 
hundreds and thousands of awfully terri- 
ble darts, Sataghnees, spiked maces, 
Asanis, lances, axes, scimitars, maces, 
Bhindipalas, heavy clubs, battle axes, 
spears, swords, lances, Kunapas, polished 
Kampanas, Sthulas, Bhushundees, stones, 
vessels of treacle, sthunas made of black 
iron, and clubs(all) destructive of foes. 


r43. Seeing that dreadful shower of 
weapons was falling upon the head of the 
son of Drona your warriors were greatly 
distressed (at heart). 


144. (But) Drona’s son dauntlessly 
baffled that dreadful and impending shower 
of weapons by means of his own shafts, 
hard as the thunderbolt and sharpened on 
stones. 


145. Then that high-minded son, of 

` Drona, quickly destroyed’ the Rakshasas 

with other gold winged shafts inspired with 
the mantras of celestial weapons. 


a 146. The broad chested Rakshasa army, 
crushed by his arrows, looked like a herd 
of:{urious elephants oppressed by lions. 


„ 147- Sore oppressed by the son of Drona 
“those. Raksh: ,-endued with enormous 
“strength, became’mad with rage andangii- 





ly rushed against Drona's son in order to 
slay him. 

148. There, O Bharata, the son of Drona 
displayed such wonderful exploits as are 
incapable of being achieved by any other 
being among all the creatures. 


149. In as much as single-handed the 
son of Drona, versed in great weapons, by 
means of blazing darts,burnt that Rakshasa 
army ina moment in the very presence of 
the Rakshasa king. 


150. The son of Drona, while (thus 
burning that Rakshasa host in battle shone 
like the Samvartaka fire (consuming) all the 
creatures at the end of a yuga. 


151. While engaged in consuming the 
forces with arrows (fierce) as poisonous 
snakes, among those thousands of kings on 
the side of tte Pandavas, O Bharata, 


152. None else could look at the son of 
Drona in that encounter except Ghatot- 
kacha, the heroic and highly powerful king 
of the Rakshasas. ; 


153. O best of the Bharatas, again he 
(i. e. Ghatotkacha), with eyes rolling in 
rage, striking his palms, and biting his lip, 

154—156. Said angrily to his charioteer 
“Bear me towards the son of Drona.” 
Ascending that terrible looking (car) fur- 
nished with triumphal banners, that des- 
troyer foes again marched against the son 
of Drona in order to engage in a single 
combat with him. Sending forth a thunder- 
ing roar like that of a lion, that terribly- 
powerful Rakshasa, whirling a highly dread- 
ful Asani of celestial make and furnished 
with eight bells, hurled it in that encounter 
at the son of Drona. 


157. Placing his bow on the car and 
jumping down, the son of Drona seized it 
and hurled it back at him (i.e. the Rakshasa, 
(Seeing that Asani proceed towards him) 
he leaped down from his car. 


158. That dreadful Asani of great lustre 
having consumed to ashes the car together 
with the steeds, the driver and the stan- 
dard, rived the earth and (then) penetrated 
into it. 

159. Seeing the son of Drona achieve 
that (wonderful) feat all the creatures adored 
(him) inasmuch as leaping down from his 


car he seized that (Asani 
Sankara. ee By 


160. Then, O king, riding on the car of 
Dhtarasıra aud taking up a dreadful bow 
ike the formidable bow of I i 
the son of ERARA Sea Oins, 


16r. Began again to discharge sharpen- 
ed arrows at the high-souled son of Drona. 
Dhristadyunina also, nothing daunted, dis- 
charged (arrows) fierce as poisonous snakes, 
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162, Furnished with gold wings and 
excellent at the chest of the son of Drona. 
Thereupon Drona'’s son hurled at them 
thousands of Narachas. 


163. (But) those two (f.e. Dhristadyumna 
and tthe Rakshasa) cut off with their own 
shafts, having the touch sf fire, the arrows 
discharged by Drona’s son). (Then an 
awfully terrible battle took place between 
those two best of men. 


164. And the son of Drona caused (a 
great) delight to the warriors, O best of 
the Bharatas. ‘Then followed by one thou- 
sand cars, three hundred elephants, 


165—166. And six thousand steeds 
Bhimasena made his appearance at that 
spot (where the battle was raging.) But 


of excellent prowess, continued to fight with 
the heroic son of Bhimsena and Dhrista- 
dyumna together with his younger brothers ; 
there the son of Drona achieved the most 
marvellous exploit, 


157—168. 
by any one among all the creatures. 
Bharata, within the twinkling of an eye, 
he destroyed by means of arrows one 
Akshouhini of the Rakshasa army together 
with horses, drivers, cars and elephants, in 
the very sight of Bhimasena, the son of 
Hidimva, the son of Prishatha, 


169. The twins, the son of Dharma, 
Vijaya and Achyuta., Pierced deeply with 
the stright-coursing shafts, 

170. 
mountains devoid of (their) peaks with the 
trunks of elephants chopped off (by arrows) 
that were still moving about here and 
there, 


171. The earth being strewn it looked 
as beautiful as if strewn around with moving 


Incapable of being performed 
(9) 


The tuskers fell down on earth like į 





| 
| 


snakes ; with golden staves cut (to pieces) | 


and royal umbrellas (lying scattered all } 


over the field of battle) the earth looked 
like, 

172. The firmament studded with (many) 
suns, moons and planets at the end of a 
yuga, Tall standards constituted the frogs, 
drums the large tortoises, 

173. Umbrellas the rows of swans, abun- 
dance of yok-tails the foams, Kankas and 
vultures the crocodiles, innumerable wea- 
pons the fishes, 

174. Huge elephants’ the stones, nume- 
rous elephants and horses the shar«s, cars 
the unstable and great banks, flags the 
beautiful trees, $ 

175. Arrows the fishes, lances, darts and 
swords the frightful snakes, marrow and 
fiesh the deep mire, headless bodies, the 
ralters ; 
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176—177. Profusion of hair (of men and 
animals) the moss, lamentations of warriors 
the roar, and blood flowing from the 
wounds formed the waves of that impetuous 
tiver of blood formed by the blood shed- 
ding from the bodies of huge elephants, 
horses and combatants, and inspiring the 
coward with terror—which the son of 
Drona caused to flow there. 


178. (It iooked) frightful with the (dead) 
bodies of fout soldiers and (it flowed to» 
wards) that great ocean, that is, the abode 
of Yama. Having destroyed the Rukshasa 
the son of Hidimva with shafts, 


1-9. Waxing wroth again, Drona’s son 
having pierced with numerous shafts those 


: | great car-warriors, the sons of Pritha in- 
the virtuous-souled son of Drona, possessed } £ i 


cludiag Vrikodara and the sons of Prishata, 


180—181. Killed, O Lord, one of the 
sons of Drupada, Suratha by name. Then 
in that encounter he killed the younger 
brother of Suratha, Satrunjaya by name, 
and also Balmika, Jayanika and Jaya. 
Then again, roaring lice a lion, the son of 
Drona, by means of sharpened arrows, 


182. Slew Prishadhru and the proud 
Chandrasena. (hen) with ten (darts) he 
destroyed ten sous of Kuntibhoja. 


183. With another three red-eyed arrow 
graced with beautiful wings he despatched 
O king of kings, to the abode of Yama, 
Strutayush. 


184. (He then) sent the powerful Satrun- 
jaya to the abode of Sakra. Aswathama, 
then, greatly enraged, fixed a terrible and 
uncruvked (arrow) u his bowstring). 


185. (And) drawing the string up to his 
very ear, he soon discharged from his 
bow that excellent and tormidable (arrow) 
looking like Yamadanda at Ghatotkacha, 


186. O Lord of earth, that great arrow 
furnished with beatiful wings, riving the 
heart of that Rakshasa, penetrated into the 
earth. 


187. Seeing him fallen down and taking 
him tor dead, the great car-warrior Dhrise 
tadyumna, placed him upon another car 
and bore him away from the presence of the 
son of Drona, O king of kings. 


188. Thus the cac-warriors ef Yudhis- 
thira were driven back O king. Vanquish- 
ing his enemies, the heroic son of Drona 
uttered thundering shouts, and he was 
adored by all men and by your sons, O 
lord. 


189. Scattered all ovcr with the fallen 
bodies of the dead night-rangers struck 
down and mangled by ha@ndreds of shafts, 
the earth boked and became 
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impassable as if strewn with mountain- 
peaks. 


190. Then the Siddhas, the Gandharvas, 
the Pishachas, the Nagas, the birds, the 
Pitris, ravens, the Rakshas, the ghosts, the 
Apsaras and the celestials all joined in 
adoring the son of Drona. 


Thus ends the one hundred and fifty- 
sixth chapter, Aswathama's fight in 
the Ghatotkacha Badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


—_— 


CHAPTER CLVII. 


(GHATOTKACHA BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Seeing that the sons of Drupada and 
those of Kuntibhoja as well as thousands 
of Rakshasas were destroyed by the son of 
Drona, 


2. Yudhisthira, Bhimasena, Dhrista- 

dyumna, the son of Prishata and Yuyudhan 
(all) united together, re-engaged their at- 
tention to battle. 
: 3. Growing angry again at seeing Sa- 
tyaxi in battle, O Bharata, Somadatta 
covered him withamighty discharge of 
arrows. 


4. Then the battle that took place be- 
tween your army and that of the enemy was 
` dreadlul and highly marvellous to look at, 
(in which) both parties were desirous of 
gaining the victory. 

5. Bhima, for the purpose of (helping) 
Swattata, pierced the ICaurava (Somadatta) 
with ten (arrows). Somadatta too struck 
that hero in return with a hundred (darts). 


6. (Then) Sattwata, furious with wrath, 


struck that old one smitten with grief for 
the slaughter of his son (by Satyaku and 
who was, like Yayati, the son of Nahusha, 
possessed of every noble quality, with ten 
sharpened arrows having the force of the 
thunder. After piercing him (with these 
he (i.e. 
Satyaki) struck him again with seven 


ten arrows) with great might 


(more). 


8. Bhimasena, also for the purpose of 
5 Satyaki, hurled a new and form- 


(helpin 
idable 


arigha at the head of Somadatta. 


g. Sattwata too, in anger, discharged at 
the chest of Somadatta, in that encounter, 
a keen and, excellent dart, furnished with 
beautiful wings and as (furious) as the fire 


itself. 


10. Both the formidable Parigha and 
. tthe _arcow, havidg. at one and ne saine 









time, fallen upon the body of the heroic 
Somadatta, that mighty car-warrior fell 
down. 


11. His son being deprived of conscious- 
ness, Valhika, discharging showers of 
arrows like the clouds (pouring) torrents of 
of rain during (the rainy, season,) rushed at 
him. 

12. Then Bhima, for the sake of Satyaki, 
tormented and pierced, in that encounter, 
the high sould Valhika with nine arrows. 


13. Like Purandara hurling the thunder- 
bolt, the mighty armed son of Pratea 
Q.e. Valhika), smitten with ire, struck 
Bhima on the chest with an arrow. 

14. Thus struck (by Valhika) Bhima 
trembied and (then) fell into a swoon. Then 
that powerful one, recovering his senses, 
hurled a mace at him. 


15. That (mace) hurled by the Pandava 
(Bhimasena) smashed the head of Valhika. 
He (then) fell down dead on the earth like 
a tree struck by lightning. 


16—17. That foremost of men, the heroic 
Valhika being (thus) slain, your ten sons, 
vis., Nayadatta, Dridaratha, Viravahu, 
Ayobhuja, . Dridha, Suhasta, Viraja, Pra- 
matha and Ugrayayin; (each ot whom) 
resembled the son of Dasharatha (¢-e.Rama) 
began to torment Bhima. 


18. Filled with ire on beholding them, 
Bhima, aiming at each of them one atter 
the other, struck each of them in the 
vital parts with arrows capable ot bear- 
ing much strain. 


19. Pierced (with those arrows) they fell 
down from their cars deprived ot lite and 
energy as trees broken by a furious hurri- 
cane (tall down) from the mountain sum- 
mits, : 


20. Having destroyed those (ten) sons 
of your with ten arrows Bhima covered 
Vrishasena, the beloved son ot Iarna (with 
downpours of shafts). 


21. Then the renowned brother of Karna, 
Vrikaratha by name, pierced Bhima with 


arrows. (But) that hero (7.e, Bhima) soon 
slew him, 


22. Then the heroic Bhima, having kill- 
ed seven Car-watr iors among your brothe rs- 
in-law, with arrows, burried Satachandia 
into the earth (by main force), O Bharata. 


_ 23. Unable to put up with the destruc- 
tion of that great car-warrior Satachandra, 
the brothers of Sakuni vis., the heroic 
Gavaksha, Sarava, Vivhu (and two others), 


24. Rushing against Bhimasena, OP” 
pressed him with keen darts, “Afflicted 
with those shafts like a mountain with tore 
tents of rain, he 
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4§. Destroyed those five kings endued 
with great prowess, with five arrows. 
Those foremost of kings (who were present 
in that battle) seeing the destruction of 
those five heroes began to waver. 


26.. Then Yudhisthira began angrily to 
crush your forces in the very presence of 
the Pot-born (Drona) and in that of your 
sons, O sinless one. 


27. (And) in that battle Yudhisthira 
sent to the region of Death, the Ambhas- 
tas, the Malavas, the heroic Trigartas and 
the Sivis. 


28. Chopping off the Abhishahas, the 
Surasenas, the Valhikas and the Vashati- 


kas, he made the earth muddy with (their) | 


flesh and blood. 


29. (And),O king, in a moment he 
sent to the region of Yama, with a number 


of darts, the heroic Youdheyas, the 
Malavas and hosts of the Madrakas in 
battle. 


30. Then a tumultuous uproar (such as) 
“Slay, seize, capture, pierce and cut to 
pieces’’—arose in the direction of Yudhis- 
thira’s car. 


31. Seeing Yudhisthira’ afflict your 
troops Drona, urged on by your son, 
surrounded him (i e Yudhisthira) with 
arrows. 


32. Drona also, exceedingly enraged, 
discharged at that Pandava the weapon 
resided over by Vayu. But he & e 
Yudhisthira) destroyed that celestial wea- 
pon with (another) weapon. 


That weapon being baffled by Yu- 
dhisthira, the son of Bharadwaja, in great 
tage, hurled at the son of Pandu the 
Varuna, the Agneya, the Teshra and 
the Savitra weapon, with the desire of 
destroying him. All those weapons that 
were (either) hurled (or) being hurled by 
. the Pot-born, were dauntlessly baffled by 
that mighty-armed and righteous one. 
Desirous of accomplishing his vow the Pat- 
born, 

36. Devoted to the welfare of your son, 
called into existence the weapons presided 
over by Varuna or Prajapati, in order to 
slay the son of Dharma, O Bharata. 

37. (Then) the lord of the Kurus (ie 
Yadhisthira) walking like a lion or elephant 
endued with a broad chest, and large and 


ted eyes and possessed of an energy not 
less (than that of Drona) called into 
existence the Mahendra weapon, by 


means of which he baffled the weapon of 
Drona. 

8. All those weapons of his being baf- 
‘fed, Drona was filled with ire; and desirous 
of slaying Yudhisthira, he called into 


35 
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existence the weapon presided over by 
Brahma. 


39. Being enveloped in a dismal dark- 
ness, we could not, then, diecern anything. 
And, O lord of the earth, all the creatures 
experienced a terrible horror. - 


40. Seeing that the Brahma weaport 
was uplifted, Yudhisthira, the son of 
Kunti, baffled that weapon by means of 
Brahma weapon, O king of kings. 


41. Then the principal warriors (of the 
two armies) praised those two most exalted 
of men, those two great bowmen, viz Drona 
and the son of Pritha, who were conversant 
with all the (arts of) warfare. 


42, Leaving theson of Kunti, Drona, 
then, whose eyes became ag red as copper 
in rage, began to destroy, by means of 
weapons, the army of Drupada. 


43. The Panchalas, (thus) destroyed by 
Drona fled away in terror in the very pre- 
sence of Bhimasena and in that of the high-" 
souled Pritha. 


44. Then Kiriti and Bhima, rallyin 
their own army, all on a sudden attacked, 
with a great car-force, your army. 


45. Vivatsu attacking the right and 
Vrikodara the left flank (of your army), 
discharged at the son of Bharadwaja mighty 
downpours of shafts. 

46. The Kakeyat, the Srinjyas, and the 
highly energetic Panchalas, O great king, 
together with the Matsyas and the Sattwata 
followed suit. : 

47. Then the Bharata army, butchered 
by Kiriti, and (overpowered) with sleep 
and darkness, despersed again. 

48. Although, O great king, Drona him- 
self and your son tried to rally them, yet 
they were not capable of reducing the war- 
riors to order. 


Thus ends the one hundred and thirty- 
seventh chapter, the battle between Drona 
and Yudhisthira in the Ghatatkacha- 
badha of the Vana Parra. s 


CHAPTER CEVIIL 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA). 


—Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Duryodhana; on beholding the vast’ ” 


army of the Pandavas—inflated with wrath’ 
and thinking it to be irresistible thus spoke 
to Karna. e 


ype ie 
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a. The time is now come, O you that 
are dovoted to your friends, for your friends 
(to seek your assistance). O Karna, save 
in battle all my soldiers and car war- 
riors, 

3.‘ Whoare now completely hemmed in 
by the wrathful Panchalas and the Keykeas 
and the Matsyas and by the mighty car- 
warriors of the Pandavas who are all listen- 
ing like (angry) snakes. 

4. These Pandavas, filled with ecstacy 
and desirous of victory and these numerous 
ear-warriors of the Panchalas equal to 
Sakra in prowess, are (all) roaring. 


Karna, said :— 

5. Even if Purandara himself comes here 
in person in order to deliver the son of 
Pritha, } will soon vanquish him and then 
slay the son cf Pandu (i e Arjuna). 

6. I swear this truly. Reassure your- 
self, O Bharata. I will destroy the sons of 
Pandu together with all the assembled Pan- 
chalas. 

7. I will.secure to you victory as the son 
of Pavaka (ie Kartikeya) did to Vasava 
himself. In this battle which ts now going 
on, } will do good offices to you. 


8. Among all the sons of Pritha, Phal- 


guna is the most powerful. I will huri 
at him the unfailing dart made by 
Sakra. 


9. When the mighty-bowman will be 
slain, his brothers, O bestower of honours, 
will either come under your sway or depart 
to the forest again. 


10. O tord of the Kouravas, since I am 
alive you need not give way to sorrow. I 
will, in battle, destroy all the Pandavas 
joined together, 


11. The Panchalas, the Keykayas and 
the assembled Vrishnis. (And) cutting 
(them) off into pieces with arrows I will give 
the earth to you, 


Sanjaya said :— 


1%. When Karna was saying all this 
the mighty-armed Kripa, the son of Sara- 
dwata smilingly said these words to the 
charioteer’s son, 


13. ‘Very well, very well, O Karna. If 
words alone were to lead to success, then O 
son of Radha, with yourself as his sup- 
porter, this most exalted of the Kurus 
vould be considered as sufficiently backed, 


` 14. Frequently in the presence of th 
Kourava (king) you boast (of your aie 
wess). But neither your prowess nor the 
result of it has ever been witnessed, 


MAHABHARATA, 


15. You have been, on several occasions 
seen to engage in battle with the sons of 
Pandu. But, charioteer’s son, you have 
on all those occasions, been defeated by 
the Pandavas. 


16, On the son of Dhritarastra being 
taken prisoner by the Gandharvas, you 
yourself were the first to take to your heels 
although all the troops were fighting (to 
rescue the Kuru king}. 


17. Again, in the city of Virata, all the 
assembled Kouravas as well as you, O 
Karna, together with your younger brother 
were (all) defeated by Partha in battle. 


18. You are, in battle, incapable of 
fighting with Phalguna alone. How can 
you, (therefore) hope to conquer all the 
Pandavas together with Krishna? 


19. O Karna, O charioteer’s son, you 
boast too much (of your prowess). Be en- 
gaged in fight. It is the duty of good Ge 
really brave) men to display their prowess 
without uttering (a single boastful word). 


20. By roaring like the rainless autum- 
nal clouds, O charioteer’s son, O Karna, 
you show that you have no worth. But the 
king does not understand this. 


21. Continue, O son Radha, to roar so 
Jong as you do not behold Partha ; (for) 
you will cease roaring when you will see 
Partha near. 


22. Continue to roar so fong as you are 
out of the reach of Phalguna’s arrows : (for) 
when you will be pierced with the shafts 
of Partha, your roars will grow rare. 


23. Itisby means of (the prowess of? 
their arms that the Kshyatryas are heroes” 
The twice-born ones display their heroism 
by words. It is by means of this bow that 
Phalguna isa hero, But Karna tsa hero 
by the wishes (he cherishes in his heart). 


24. Who can resist Partha that has 
gratified even Rudra himself ?” Thus re- 
viled by the son of Saradwat, 


25. Karna, the foremost of smiters, 
spoke these words to Kripa. Heroes al- 
ways roar like clouds during the rainy 
Season, 


26. And they yeild an early harvest 
hike seeds sown into the soil (at the proper 
time). Ido not find any fault with the 
warriors on the field of battle, 


27. Boasting in several ways of them- 
selves who bear a (great) burden in war. 
That person, who resolves in his mind to 
bear a burden, 


28. Is surely helped by fate in carrying 
out his purposes. if resolving in my min 
to bear a (great) burden, : 
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26. That is (if wishing in my mind) 
to slay in batife the sons of Panda together 
with Krishna and Sattwata,—lI roar thus, 
what harm is there in itto you, O Brah- 
imana? 

40. Heroes do not roar in vain like the 
autumnal clouds. ‘he wise, conscious of 
their own-strength, indulge in roars. 


31. Lam, too, resolved in my mind to 
conquer in battle to-day the Pandavas and 
Krishna joined together, by exerting my 
best. O son of Goutama, it is on this ac- 
count, that I indulge in roars. 

32. O Brahmana, witness the result of 
these roars of mine. Having slain in battle 
the sons of Pandu together with Krishna, 
Sattwata and (all their) followers I will 
deliver the (entire) earth with its thorns 
weeded out, to Duryodhana. 


Kripa said :— 

33- Your intentions being like the 
ravings (of a mad man) can not be accep- 
table to me, inasmuch as you always 
speak depreciatingly of Krishna, Arjuna 
and Dharmaraj, the son of Pandu. 


34—36. O Karna, victory on the part 
ofthat person is certain who has on his 
side Krishna and the Pandava (Arjuna) 
both skilled in warfare and incapable of 
being vanquished in battle by the celestials, 
the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, the mortals 
the Uragas, and the birds (even if all these 
Gght) with their armours on). Yudhisthira 
the son of Dharma is devoted to the Brah- 
manas, (always) speaks truth, is self-res- 
trained, worships the Pitris and the celes- 
tials, is devoted to truth and righteousness, 
well skilled in weapons, is possesed of in- 
telligence and is grateful. 

. His brothers (also) are 
well-skilled in all the weapons, 
the ministrations of their elders, 
nowned and (they) always 
cighteousness. 

38. His relations and kinsmen too are 
powerful as Indra himself, are devotedly 
attached (to him) and are (efficient) smiters. 
Dhristadyumna, Sikhandi and Janamejaya, 
the son of Durmuksha, 

39. And Chandrasena, Bhadrasena, 
Kirtivarma, Dhruva, Dhara, Vasuchandra, 
Damachandra, Singha-Chandra, sutejana, 


40. And the sons of Drupada and 
Drupada himself skilled in great weapons, 
dnd the king of Matsya together with his 
younger brothers are exerting their utmost 
on their behalf. 

a1. And Gajaneeka, Srutaneeka, Veera- 
bhadra, Sudarsana, Srutadhwaja, Vala- 
neeka, Jayaneeka, Jarapreya, ; 


powerful, 
devoted to 
wise, re- 
practice 
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42. Ane Vijaya, Labhdhalaksha, Jaya- 
swa, Rathavahana, Chandradaya, Kama- 
ratha, the auspicious brothers of Virata 


43. And the twins, the (five) sons of 
Droupadi, and the Rakshasa Ghatotkacha 
are fighting for their sake. They (therefore) 
cannot meet with destruction. 


44—45. These and innumerable num- 
bers of other (kinsmen and relations) are on 
the side of the son of Pandu. Indeed, 
Bhima and Phalguna, by means of thé 
prowess of their weapons, can easily destroy 
the whole universe together with all the 
celestials, the Asuras, the human beings, 
and the Rakshasas, (other) created beings; 
the serpents and the elephants. S 


46--47. Yudhisthira, also by means of 
his angry looks, can consume the.(whole). Q 
Karna, how can you hope to vanquish 
these enemies in battle, for whose sake 
Souri of unrivalled prowess has armed him- 
self? It is indeed a great impudence on 
your part, O Charioteer's son, as you al- 
ways dare confronting Souri in battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 

48. Thus spoken to (by Kripa), Karna 
the son of Radha then replied smilingly ta 
the preceptor Kripa, the son of Saradwat. 


“Q Brahmana, the words that you 
have (just) spoken about the Pandavas are 
true. Indeed the sons of Pandu are gifted 
with these and many other noble qualities. 


50. The sons of Pritha are unconquer- 
able in battle by the celestials together with 
Vasava (at their head), by the Yakshas, 
the Daityas and the Gandharvas (all) 
united together and by the Pishachas, the 
Uragas and the Rakshasas. 


51. Still I will’ vanquish the Parthas by 
means of the dart granted to me by Vasava, 
This unfailing dart was given to me, Q 
twice-born one, by Sakra. 


52. By means of this dart I will slay 
Savyasachi in battle. When this son of 
Pandu will be slain, Krishna, as will as his 
brothers (¢. es Yudhisthira and’ 


uterinc 


Bhima), k 
53. Will not be able to enjoy the earth’ 

without Arjuna. At the destruction of all 

these, this,earth together with her seas, 


54. Will come under the sway of the. 
lord the Kurus without any trouble (on his 
part},O son of Goutama. There is no 
doubt that in this world, a sound policy 
leads to success in everything. 


. Well aware of this (to be certain) 
I give forth (these) roars. O Goutama, you 
are much advanced in years, a Brahmana, 


| and unskilful in battle. 


T 


-86, Itison account of your affection 
towards the sons of Pritha that you insult 
me (thus). If, O twice-born one, you speak 
such disagreeable words to me, as these 
again, 

57. Then taking up my scimitar I will 
cut off your tongue, O wretch. O Brah- 
mana, you are desirous of praising the 
Pandavas, in battle. 


58. In order to strike terror into (the 
hearts of) all the troops and the Kouravas, 
O evil-mined one, O son of Goutama, 
hear what I say on this point. 


59. Where Durjodhana, Drona, Sakuni, 
Durmukha, gaye Dusasana, Vrishasena, 
the king Madra, and yourself. 


60. And Somadatta, Bhuri, the son of 
Drona and Vivingsati—all well-skilled in 
warfare, remain (prepared for battle) with 
their armours on 


61. Can any foe, be he as powerful as 
Sakra himself, vanquish all these (heroes) 
in battle? All these warriors that are) 
heroes, efficient in weapons, endued with 
strength, desirous of attaining the heaven, 


62. Conversant with religion, and well- 
skilled in battle, would slay the very gods 
in battle. These will remain on the field of 
battle for the purpose of destroying the 
Pandavas, 


63. With their armours on, for the 
Kourava king, solicitous of victory I deem 
victory even with regard to those endued 
with great prowess to be dependant on 
fate, : i : 

`. Gå.. “Since the mighty-armed Bhisma 
‘Ties (on the field) struck bya hundred 
arrows, (and. since) Vikarna, Chitrasena, 
Valhika, Jayadratha, 


65. And Bhurisrava, Jaya, Jalasandha, 
Sudakshina, Sala, -țhe foremost of car- 
wariors, the puissant Bhagadatta, 


. 66. These and numerous other heroes 
difficult of being vanquished by the very 
gods, and more powerful than the Pandavas 
themselyes—lie slain in battle, 


67. To what do you, that are the basest 
of men, attribute all this except the hand of 
fate? O twice-born one, as to the enemies, 
Duryodhana whom you always extol, 


68. Hundreds and thousands of war- 
riors on their side also have been destroyed. 


The troops of both the Kurus and the 


Pandavas are diminishing. 
- 69. I do not see in it any prowess on the 
part of the Pandavas. Those whom you, 
-youthat are ‘the basest of men, -always 
deem powerful, ; 


* ge. 1 will confront in battle putting forth 











king of the 
really endwed with, you, that are of very 
wicked understanding, 
heroic maternal 
malice. 
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my utmost prowess for the welfare of 
Duryodhana. As regards success, it is 
dependant on fate. 


Thus ends the hundred and fifty-eigth, 


chapter, the colloquy between Kripa and 
Karna, in the Ghatctkacha Radha of the 
Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER CLIX. 


GHATOTKACHA BADHA PARVA,— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Seeing his maternal uncle thus insult- 


ed by the charioteer’s son, the son of Drona 
brandishing his 
towards him. 


scimitar ran furiously 


2. Then, excited with a great rage, the 


son of Drona, like a lion (rushing at) an 
infuriate elephant, 
even in the very presence of the Kuru king. 


rushed against Karna, 


Aswathama said :— 


3, O basest of men, in spite of his spea- 
qualities that Aryuna is 


have insulted my 


uncle through (sheer) 


4. Without reckoning any of the words 


of bowmen in battle, puffed up with pride as 
you are, you are boasting to-day of your 
manliness. 


5. Where was your prowess and where 


your weapons, when eelea ung yon in battle, 
the wielder of Gandiva kille 
in your very presence ? 


Jayadratha 


` 6. O wretch of a charioteer, you are 
in vain hoping in your mind to conquer 


him, who formerly fought with the very 


Mahadeva himself. 


7. Since the combined celestials and 
the Asuras headed by Indra are incapable 
of defeating that foremost of the wielders 
of weapons, having Krishna for his ally, 


8. How can you, O Suta, backed up 
by these earthly kings, indulge in hopes 
of vanquishing in battle, the unconquerable 
Arjuna, the foremost of all the heroes in 
the world ? 


9. Look, O Karna of wicked unders- 
tanding, O vilest of men, stay here now. I 
will presently cut off your head from your 
body. 

Sanjaya said :— 


10. The highly-energetic king ` Duryo= 
dhana himself, and that best. of men, 
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Kripa, prevented him (i.e. Aswathama) who 
was rushing furiously (at Karna). 


Karna said :— 


11. Let this basest of Brahmanas, who 
(thinks that he) is a hero, boasts of his 
prowess in battle and is of wicked unders- 
tanding, taste of my prowess. Do leave 
him, O best of the Kurus. 


Aswathama said :— 


12. Ocharioteer’s son of wicked under- 
standing, we forgive you of this (fault). 
Phalguna will destroy this swelling pride 
of yours. 


Duryodhana said :— 


13. O Aswathawa, O bestower of honours, 
be gratified ; do forgive (him). © sinless 
one, you should not be angry with the 
charioteer’s son. 


14. To you and Karna and Kripa and 
Drona, and the king of Madra and to the 
son of Suvala, a heavy task is entrusted. 
O best of the twice-born ones, be gratified. 

ts. O Brahmana, all the Pandavas, 
desiring to fight with and shouting to the 
son of Radha (to give battle) are coming 
(against him) from all sides. 


Sanjaya said :— 

16. Thus appeased by the king, the 
high-minded son of Drona, O great king, 
who was filled with a furious rage, subdued 
his anger. 

17. Then the large-hearted preceptor, 
whose mild disposition soon returned (to 
him) an account of his being (naturally) of 
a peaceful temper, said these words (to 
Karna) :— 


Kripa said :— 

18. O Charioteer’s son of very wicked 
understanding, you are pardoned by us of 
this (fault), But Phalguna will (soon) 
destroy your swelling pride. 


Saujaya said :— 


. 19. Then, O king, the „Pandavas and 
the renowned Panchalas, united together 
and sending forth thundering roars, poured 
in by thousands. ; 


20—21. The puissant and energetic 
Karna too taking up his bow and surround- 
ed by the foremost of the Kouravas, like 
Sakra by the celestials, awaited (their 
Charge) relying on the strength of his own 
arms. The battle, that then took place 
between Karna (on one side) and the 
Pandavas (on the other), 


23., Was hot and furious and ruinging 
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with thundering ‘shouts, O great monarch. 
Then, O king, the Pandavas and the re- 
nowned Panchalas, 


23. Seeing Karna, possessed 
arms, sent forth loud shouts. (And they 
said) :—This is Karna! where is Karna! 
O Karna, stay in this great battle.! 


24. O wicked-souled ‘one, O vilest of 
men, give us battle. Others, with eyes 
burning in ire on beholding Karna, said, 


25. This arrogant son of charioteer 
having but a little sense should be killed by 
all these foremost of kings. He has no 
need of life. 


26. This sinful person is always an 
inveterate enemy to the sons of Pritha, 
abides by the advice of Duryodhana and is © 
the root of all these evils. 


27—28. Slay him!” Thus saying, mighty 
Kshatriya car-warriors, at the command of 
the son of Pandu, rushed to slay the 
charioteer’s son, enveloping (all the points) 
with a heavy downpour of arrows. Seeing 
all those highly powerful sons of Pandu 
(rush towards him), 


29. 


of mighty 


The charioteer's son was neither 
pained nor struck with terror. Beholding 
that wonderful army, vast as a sea and 
looking like Death itself, 


30. That puissant, light-handed and 
highly powerful one, devoted to the good of 
your sons and never vanquished in battle, 
by means of showers of arrows, 


31. Began to check (the career of) that 
army on all sides, O most exalted of the 


Bharatas. Then the Pandavas also, dis- 
| charging downpours of shafts checked, 
(him). A 
32. Shaking hundreds and thousands of 
bows, they battled with the son of Radha 
as the Daitayas (fought with) Sakra in days ` 
of yore. 


That downpour, of shafts discharged 
by the kings on all sides, was destroyed by 
the puissant Karna with a heavy shower 
of arrows. : 


34. Then a marvellous battle, in which 
each party was desirous of warding off the 
blows of. the other and which resembled 
the fight between Sakra and the Danavas 
in the war between the gods and the Asuras, 
took place between them. Bs 


5. There we beheld the wonderful light- 
handness of the charioteer’s son: for, all 
the hostile forces, exerting their utmost, 
could not subdue him in that battle. 


36—37. That mighty car-warrior, the 
son of Radha, checking those downpours of 
arrows discharged by the (hostile) kings, 
shot at their yokes, umbrellas, cars’ and 
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steeds, dreadful arrows matked with his 
own name. Then, afflicted by Karna and 
not knowing what to do, those (hostile) 
kings, 

38—40. Wandered about there (on the 
field of battle) like cows pained with cold. 
Innumerable horses, elephants and car- 
warriors afflicted by Karna were seen to 
drop dead there. The entire field was 
strewn on all sides with the fallen heads and 
arms of the unretreating warriors, O king, 
with the dead and the dying and the wait- 
ing (combatants) lying on all sides, 

41. The field of battle looked like the 
region of the son of Vivasvata, O king. 
Then, O monarch, beholding the feats of 
Karna, Duryodhana, 


42. Approached Aswathama and then 
said these words:—'‘Yonder Karna, with 
his: armour on, is seen (fighting) with all the 
(hostile) kings. 

43. Behold, the (enemy’s) army, oppress- 
ed with the arrows of Karna, is, like the 
Asura force afflicted by Kartikeya, running 





away (in all the directions). 


44. Witnessing the defeat of his army 
by the intelligent Iarna, Vivatsu, in order 
to slay the charioteer’s son, is advancing 
(against him). 

45. Adopt such measures that the son 
of Pandu may not kill that mighty car- 
warrior, z.e., the chariotcer’s son in battle 
in our very sight.” 


46. (Hearing these words of the king), 
the son of Drona, and Kripa and Salya and 
that mighty car-warrior, the son of Hridi- 
ka, advanced against Partha in order to 
protect the charioteer’s son, 


47. Seeing that the son of Kunti was 
coming against them like Sakra against the 
Daitaya force. Then, O king of kings, 
Vivatsu also surrounded by the Panchalas 
marched against Karna like Purandara 
(marching against) Vritra, 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


48. Seeing the wrathful Phalguna look- 
ing like Yama, the destroyer of time, what 
measures, O charioteer, did Karna, the son 
of Vikartana, adopt ? 


49. That mighty car-warrior (i.e., Karna) 
always challenged Partha and hoped that 


he was powerful enough to vanquish 
Vivatsu. 


_ 50. Thus meeting all on a sudden his 
inveterate enemy, what measures, O chari- 
oteer, did Karna, the son of Vikartana 
adopt ? 
Sanjaya said :— 

51. Seeing the son of Pandu (advance 
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against) his rival elephant, Karna daunt. 
lessly fell upon Dhananjaya, 


52. Partha then enveloped Karna, who 
was thus furiously advancing against him 
with straight-coursing arrows furnished with 
golden wings. 


53, (And) the son of Pandu covered 
Karna with a dense shower of arrows. Then 
Karna greatly excited with rage pierced 
him wtth three darts, 


54—56. The mighty car-warrior (Partha) 
witnessing this nimbleness on his part could 
not endure it. That scorcher of foes, then, 
shot thirty arrows sharpened on stone, 
having flaming points and-coursing straight, 
at the charioteer’s son, That puissant 
and mighty one, then, as if with a smile, 
pierced him angrily with another long arrow 
in the end of his left arm. From that hand: 
of his which was (thus) pierced with (great) 
force, his bow fell down. 


57. Taking up that bow within half the 
time of the twinking of an eye, that highly 
powerful one, with great nibleness of hand, 
covered Phalguna with downpours of arrows. 


58. The arrowy shower, sent forth by 
the charioteer’s son, was baffied by Dhan- 
anjaya with discharges of arrows, as if with 
asmile, O Bharata. 


59. Those two mighty wielders of bow 
desiring to baffle each other and coming up 
to catch each other enveloped each other 
with a) perfect) deluge of arrows. 


60. Then a marvellous encounter took 
place between Karna and the son of Pandu 
tesembling that between two wild elephants 
for the sake of a she-elephant in the time of 
her passion. ; 


61. Then that mighty bowman Partha, 
witnessing the prowess of Karna, speedily 
cut off that part of his bow at which it is 
grasped. 


„62. (And) that scorcher of (his) foes 
(ie. Dhananjaya) sent his horses to the 
abode of Yama with broad headed shafts 


and severed the head of his charioteer from’ 
the body. 


63. Then Partha, the son of Pandu 
pierced that one (i.e. Karna) deprived of 
his steeds and driver and whose bow was 
cut off with four arrows. 


64. Afflicted with (Arjuna’s) darts, that 
most exalted of men hastily jumped down 


from his steedless car and got up to the 
car of Kripa. 


65. O best of the Bharatas, witnessing” 
the defeat of the son of Radha; your parti- 
zans, (already) mangled by the: shafts of 

ananjaya ran away im ten directions. 
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66. Beholding that they were runnin 
away King Duryodhana himself rallied 
them and spoke these words. 


67. “Heroes, do not take to flight! O 
best of the Kshatriyas, stay! I am myself 
going against Partha in order to slay him 
in battle. 


68. I wilt myself destroy Partha to- 
ether with the Panchalas assembled (under 
lis banners). In the battle that I wilt to- 

day fight with the wielder of Gandiva, 


69. The sons of Pritha will behold my 
prowess vesembiing that of the destroyer 
at the cnd of a Yuga. To day the arrowy 
showers that I will discharge by thousands, 


zo. In battle, will be ‘seen by the sons 
of Pritha to resemble (thick) flights of 
locusts. To day, when wielding my bow, 
1 will continue to rain down arrows, 


71. My soldiers will behold me like a 
cloud discharging torrents of rain at the 
end of the summer. To day I will, by 
means of straight arrows, conquer the sons 
of Pritha. 


72. Brave warriors, stay in battle. Shake 
off your fear of Phalguni. Encountering 
my prowess, Phalguni will not be able to 
stand it, 

As the ocean, the abode ot the 
Makaras reaching the point between the 
high and the low tide-marks, is unable to 
get beyond it.” Saying this, the king, sut- 
rounded by a mighty army, marched, 

74. Furiously with his eyes reddened in 
wrath, against Phalguni. Seeing that 
mighty-armed one advance (against Ar- 
juna), the son of Saradwatta (i.e. Kripa), 


75. Approaching Aswathama said these 
words :—"This mighty-armed king, under 
the influence of rage and insensible with 
ire 


76. Resorting to the practices of the 
insects, (which heedless of danger rush into 
fire) is desiring to fight with Arjuna (heed- 
less of bis life). Prevent the Kourava king 
(from doing this) before he sacrifices his 
life in our very sight by encountering Partha 
in battle. So long as he does not present 
himself within the range of Kiriti’s shafts, 


78—79. The heroic Kourava king can 
qnly remain alive in battle. Prevent the 
king (from taking this rash step) before 
he is burnt to ashes oy the dreadful arrows 
of Partha looking like snakes that have 
just cast off their sloughs. It looks very 
improper, O giver of honours, that, when 
we are here, 


80—81. The king will, go in person to 


fight in battle.like one having no support. 
I think it will be (as) greatly difficult for 
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Kourava king to escape with life while 
fighting with Kiriti in battle, as it isin the 
case ef an elephant (fighting with) a tiger.” 
Fhus addressed by his maternal uncle, the 
son of Drona, who was the foremost of 
those that could wield weapons, 


82. Quickly approaching Duryodhana, 
said these words :—‘‘Q son of Gandhari 
so long as I am alive, it is not proper for 
you to fight, 


83. Disregarding me who am always 
devoted to your welfare. O Kourava king, 
you need at all be anxious for vanquishing 
Partha. I will myself check Partha, Stay 


| (here), O Sujodhona.” 


Duryodhana said :— 


84. The protector protects the sons of 
Pandu as if they were his own children. 
You also never manage in right earnest 
with my enemies. 


85. It is either owing to my ill luck or 
owing to your desire to do good to the 
Dharmaraj that your prowess ‘diminishes 
in battle, though I do not know what is the 
true cause. 


86. Fie on my avaricious self on whose 
account all the friends, solicitous ef my 
welfare, are, being vanquished (in battle), 
now experiencing great misery. 


87. What person: is there, O son of 
Goutama’s daughter, who though capable 
yet would not destroy my enemies, besides 
you that are the foremost of those that 
weild weapons and are equal to Maheswara 
himself in battle. 


33. O Aswathama, be gratified. Des- 
troy my enemies. Neither the celestials 
nor the Danavas are capable of staying 
within the range of your weapons. 


89. O Drona’s son, destroy the Pan- 
chalas as well as the Somakas together 
with all their followers. Protected by you 
we shall slay the rest. 


go. Look, O Brahmana, the Somakas 
and the renowned Panchalas are ranging 
furiously amidst my troops like a forest 
fire. 

gl. O mighty-armed and most excellent 
of men, check (the career of) these and 
also of the Kaikayas, before, they, backed 
up as they are by Kiriti, destroy (all our 
forces). 

gz. Aswathama, O chastiser of foes 
march (against them) speedily. Earlier or 
later this task should be accemplished by 
you, O Brahmana. 

93. As, (0) mighty-armed one,. you have 
sprung into existence m.orden to. slay the 
Panchalas, you will surely, exerting your 
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utmost, make the earth devoid of the 
Panchalas. 


94. It will surely come to pass as the 
worshipful sages who have attained (ascetic) 
success have said this. ‘Therefore O most 
valiant of men, destroy the Panchalas to- 
gether with their followers. 


gs. Not to speak of the sons of Pritha 
together with the Panchalas, even the very 
celestials together with their allies cannot 
stand within the range of your weapon. I 
speak this truly. 


96. I will tell you truly, O hero, that 
the Pandavas together with the Somakas, 
are incapable of fighting with you, even 
though they put forth their (utmost energy. 


97. Omighty-armed one, go, go. Do 
not waste time. Your forces, afflicted 
with Partha’s shafts, are taking to flight. 


98. O mighty-armed one, O bestower 
of henours, you are (no doubt) capable, by 
virtue of your own celestial energy, of chas- 
tising the sons of Pandavas as well as the 
Panchalas. 


Thns ends the one hundred and fifty- 
nineth chapter the address of Duryodhona 
in the Ghatotkacha:Badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CLX. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued. 
Sanjaya said :—_ 
I, Thus addressed by Duryodhana, the 


son of Drona, invincible in battle, tried to 
destroy the enemies like Indra the Daytas. 


2. (And) that mighty-armed one said 
these words to your son. O Kourava of 
mighty-arms, what you have said is indeed 
true. 


. 3. Thesons of Pandu are always dear 
tome as well as to my father. Similarly, 
we too also are dear tothem, But this is 
otherwise in battle. 


_ 4 O affectionate one, putting forth our 
(utmost) strength we engage in fight daunt- 
lessly regardless of our very lives. Myself 


Karna, Salya, Kripa and the son of Hridika 
i. e., Kritavarma, 


5. Can destroy the army of the Pan- 
davas, O most excellent HA kings, in the 
twinkling of an eye. And © best of the 
Kurus, O mighty armed one, they too can 
destroy the army of the Kouravas within 
the twinkling of ‘an eye, if we are not pre- 
„sent in battle, We are fighting with the 





Pandavas putting forth our utmost prowess 
and they too are battling with us to the 
best of their might. 


7. (Therefore) one energy encountering 
the other is neutralising (each other), O 
Bharata. (We are) incapable of putting 
down the Pandava’s army by force, 


8. So long as the sons of Pandu are 
alive. What I tell you is true. The sons 
of Pandu are fighting for their own sake and 
they are very competent also. 


9. Why will not they, therefore, destroy 
your troops, O Bharata? O descendant of 
Kuru, O king, you are most avaricious, 
deceitful 


to. Self-conceited and suspicious of 
everybody. Itis for this reason that you 
suspect ourselves too. O king, I deem you 
are a mean, wicked-souled and sinful 
person. 


tr. As you are mean and your thoughts 
are sinful you suspect ourselves and others. 
(However) for your sake, regardless of my 
very life I will do my best. 


12. O foremost of Kurus, I am now 
going to fight for your sake. I will engage 
with your foes and destroy a large number 
of your enemies. 


13. In order to do what is agreeable to 
you, O chastiser of foes, I will ight with the 
Panchalas, the Somatkas as well as with the 
Kaikeyas and the Pandavas, in battle. 


14. To-day the Chedis, the Panchalas 
and the Somakas, scorched with my darts, 
like cows afflicted by a lion, will fly on all 
sides. 


15. Witnessing my prowess to-day, king 
(Yudhisthira), the son of Dharma, together 
with the Somakas, will deem the whole world 
full of Aswathamas. 


16. Beholding the destruction of the 
Panchalas as well as of the Somakas in 
battle, Yudhisthira, the lord of Dharma, will: 
experience a great pain. 


17. O Bharata, I will destroy all those 
that will confront me in battle. O hero, 
afflicted with the prowess of my arms no 
one shall escape. 


18. Having thus addressed your son 
Duryodhana, that one, possessed of mighy- 
arms (7.e., Aswathama), distressing all bow 
men, proceeded to battle. 


19. (And) that foremost of those that, 
bear life was desirous of doing what was 
agreeable to your sons. Then the son of 
Goutama’s daughter said thus to the Pan- 
chalas together with the Kaikeyas, 


20. “All of you, O mighty car-warriors, 
strike me. in the body and displaying your 
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dexterity in handling weapons engage in 
battle with calmness.” 


21. Thus addressed (by Aswathama), all of 
them, O great monarch, began to discharge | 
showers of weapons upon the son of Drona 
as clouds pour down showers of rain. 


aa, Having destroyed those (showers of | 
weapons), the son of Drona, even in the 
very presence of the sons of Pandu and in | 
that of Dhristadyumna, slew ten (warriors) | 
among them in battle, O lord. 

23. Sore oppressed in battle, the Pan- 
chalas and the Somakas, abandoning the | 
son of Drona, took to flight in ten directions. 


24. Witnessing the flight of those heroes 
that is, the Panchalas and the Semakas, | 
Dhristadyumna, O great king, rushed 
against the son of Drona in that batile. 


25. Then surrounded by one hundred 
heroic and unretreating car-warriors riding 
on cars adorned with gold and the rattle of 
which resembled the roar of clouds full of 
rain, 

26. That great car-warrior, Dhrista- 
dyumna, the son of the king ef Panchala, 
beholding the carnage of his warriors, said 
these words to the son of Drona. 


27. O son of the preceptor, O you that 
are possessed of wicked understanding, why 
are you slaughtering the common soldiers ? 
If you are (really) a hero, then fight with 
me in battle. 

28--30. I will (surely) slay you. Now 
stay (here) and be quiet.” “The puissant 
Dhristadyumna, then, struck the son of the 
preceptor with keen and highly dreadful 
arrows capable of piercing the vital parts. 
(And) those thick flights of arrows, moving 
swiltly, furnished with golden wings, having 
keen points, and capable of riving ali the | 
parts of the body, pierced (through the body | 
of) the son of Drona like maddened black- | 
bees seeking for honey—entering into a} 
flowering tree. | 

| 
| 








31. The proud and dauntless son of 
Drona, (thus) deeply piegeed (with Dhris- 
tadyumna’s arrows) became as enraged as 
a serpent crushed by foot, and (then), arrow 
in hand, thus said :— 

2 


2. O Dhristadyumna, 
quietly before I send “you to the 
Yama with sharpened darts.” 


33. Having thus addressed the son of 
Prishata, the son of Drona, the slayer of 
hostile heroes, like one endued with great 
nimbleness of hand, covered him completely 
with deluges of arrows. 

34. 
battle by the son of Drona, the son 
Panchala king, -invincible in 


26 





wait a moment 
abode of 





of the 
battle, | 


| greatly vicious 


| then send yourself too, 
! abode of the departed spirits. 


Thus covered (with arrows) in that 
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thundered forth these words to the son of 
Drona. 


35. O Brahmana, you are neither aware 
of my promise nor of my origin. Of wicked 
understanding as you are, I will slay you 
after killing Diona. ; 


_ 36. Iwill not therefore slay you to-day 
in battle, since Drona ıs alive. D war of 
understanding, ~t he ex- 


piration of this night, when the bright 


| dawn wil appear 
I 


I will (first) slay your father and 
in battle, to `i 
I cheri ' 


37. 


this (thought) in my mind. 


38. Now assuming a quiet attitude s:.0ow 
all your hatred towards the sons of Pritha 
and your devotion towards the Kouravas. 
You will not escape alive (from me). 

39. That twice-born one, who giving up 
the practices of the Brahmanas, gives 
himself up to the practices of the Kshaytrias, 
deserves to be slain by all ihe Kshaytrias 
like you, O vilest of men.” 

4o. That foremost of the twice-born 
ones (i.e. Asvathama), thus addressed in 
harsh words by the soa of Prishata, became 
terribly excited with wrath and said (to 
Dhristadyumna) “wait, wait.” 

41. (And) as if to burn the son of 
Prishata with his eyes, he gazed at him. 
Heaving sighs like a snake he covered 
(Dhristadyumna with arrows) in that battle. 


42. (Though) that foremast of car- 
warriors, tke son of Prishata, who was 
surrounded by all the Panchala troops, was 
(thus) struck with arrows by the son of 
Drona in that battle, 


az, (Yet) that mighty-arme’ une did 
not tremble; (but) resoring co hrs own 
prowess discharged at Asvathama numerous 
arrows. 

44: 
each other, 


These two (warriors), wha resisted 
baffled the arvowy show: ot 
each other and could wot tolerate «ach 
other, were engaged in the game of batile 
in which the wager was life itself. 


_45—46. Those iv mighty weilders or 
bow poured down showers vf arrows on a.i 
sides. Bebolding the fight between the sow 
of Drona and tbat “f Prishata which wi 
awe-inspiring and dreadful to louk at, the 
Siddhas, the Charan 1s and the (other) sh, - 
ranging creatul es highly exiolled them. 
Filling the firmament and (alls the ditse- 
tions with a downpour of arrows, 


. And creating a great darkness witu 
the shafts, they fought with one another 
unobserved (by other combatants). As i 
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dancing in battle, and drawing their bows 


-to cireles, 


48. And bent on killing. each other and 
filling all the creatures with consternation, 
those two mighty-armed (heroes) fought 
admirably and with (great nimbleness and 
dexterity. 

49. (And they) were highly adored by 
thousands of foremost of warriors in battle. 
Seeing them engaged in battle like two 
wild elephants (encountering cach other) in 
the forest, - 


50. Both the armies experienced a greai 
delight. The sodiers emitted forth roars 
like lions and blew thcir conches, 


51. And sounded hundreds and thou- 
sands of musical instruments. And in that 
terrific battle enhancing the terror of the 
coward, 


@ 

52—53. The encounter (l:etween the 
sons of Drona and Prishata) seemed to go 
on equally for a moment only. Then O 
mighty monarch, the son of Drona, culling 
off the bow, the standard, the umbrella, the 
two Parshni grivers, the charioteerand the 
four steeds of the high-souled son of Prishata 
in battle, rushed against him, 


54. And that one, of immeasurable soul, 
began fo afflict all those Panchalas in hun- 
dreds and thousands with ~his straight- 
coursing arrows. 


55. Then the army of the Pandavas, be- 
holding that brilliant exploit, resembling 
that of Vasava, achieved by the son of 
Drona in battle, became greatly dejected, 
O the most exalted of the Bharatas. 


56. Jestroying one hundred mighty 
car-warviors of the Panchalas with a hun- 
dred arrows and slaying three foremost of 
(their) men with three sharpened arrows 


57. In the very presence of Phalguna 
and of the son of Drupada, the son of 
Drona slaughtered all those Panchalas who 
had confronted him. 


58. Thus slaughtered in battle, the 
Panchalas together with the Srinjayas fled 
from the son of Drona, on` their cars with 
their standards cut down, 


59. Waving defeated his enemies in 
battle, that mighty car-warrior, the son of 
Drona, began to send forth thundering 
roars like those of the clouds at the end of 
summer. 


60. Having destroyed numerous heroes, 
Asvathama shone like the fire 2t the end of 
a Yuga after having consumed all the 
creatures. 


61. Highly adored by the Kouravas 
after having vanquished thousands of ene- 
ties in battle, the puissant son of Drona 








shone like the lord of the celestials himseff 
after the destruction of his foes. 


Thus ends the one hundred and sixtieth 
chapter the prowess of Asvathama, in the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER CLXI. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Continned. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then, O great monarch, king 
Yudhisthira. and Bhimasena the son of 
Pands hemmed in the son of Drona on all 
sides, 


2. King Duryodhana, then, accompanied 
by the son Bharadwaj, advanced against 
the Pandavas in battle. Then commenced 
a fight, 


3. Terrible to look at, highly dreadful 
and increasing ‘the terror of the cowards. 
Large numbers of the Ambhastas, the 
Malavas the Vangas, the Sivis, and the 
Trigartas, 

4—5. Were wrathfully sent by Yudhis- 
thira tothe region of Death. Cutting off 
(into pieces) the Abhisahas, the Surasenas 
and (other) Kshatrtyas invincible in battle 
Bhima made the earth muddy with blood, 
(And) O king the Yaudheyas, the moun- 
taineers, the Madrakas and the Malavas, 


6. Were sent by the diadem-decked 
Shetavahana to the domains of Death. 


Deeply pierced with straight-coursing 
arrows, 


8. The tuskers dropped (dead) on the 
ground like mountain peaks, with the 
chopped off trunks of elephants, still moving 
to and fro (in convulsions), 


8. The earth, being strewn all over, 
Seemed to be full of snakes moving about, 


with the fallen royal umbrellas decked with 
gold. 


9. The field, being scattered all over 
looked (beautiful) like the firmament stud- 
ded with (intiumerable) suns, moons and 
Stars at the end of a Yuga. “Slay, 
strike dauntlessly, 
Pieces!’ — 


10, These (and similar other) tumultu- 
ous uproars arose near the car of -Sonasva 
(7. e. Drona). Getting terribly enraged, 


Drona also, by means of Vayaveya weapon, 
in that encounter, 


_ 11. Began, lie a furious hurricane (gha- 
sing away) the slouds, % destroy his gre- 


pierce and cut to ` 
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mies. (Thus slaughtered by Drona, the 
Panchalas fled away from terror, 


12, Inthe very presence of Bhimasena 
and of the high-souled Partha. (Then) 
that-one who wore a coronet (i. e. Arjuna 
and Bhimsena, rallying (their troops) all on 
ja sudden, 


13. Attacked the large army (of Drona) 
with a mighty car force. Vivatsu attacking 


the right and Vrikodara the left flank (of | 


Drona’s army) 


14. They rained upon the son of Bharad- 
waj two mighty downpours of arrows. 
Then the Srinjayas, and those great car- 
warriors, the Panchalas, 


15. And the Matsyas together with the 
Somakas followed. In like manner, (many) 
car-warriors, who wore (efficient) smiters on 
the side of your son, 


16. (Followed) by a vast army, O king, 
proceeded towards the car of Drona. Then 
that Bharata army slaughtered by Kiriti 
(i. e. Arjuna who wore a coronet), 


17. (Overcome) with sleep and bewild- 
ered) by darkness began once more to dis- 
perse. In spite of (the endeavours of) 
Drona and your son himself to prevent 
(their filght), 


18. They were unable to rally the com- 
batants, O mighty monarch. That vast 
army, slaughtered with arrows by the son of 
Pandu, 

19. Took to flight in all directions when 
the world was enveloped in darkness. 
Hundreds of kings, leaving their conveyances, 
fled away, O greet monarch, in terror, on 
all sides. 

Thus ends the one hundred and fifty- 
first chapter, the close engagement, in the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


_—- 


CHAPTER CLXII 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 

Sanjaya said :— 
1. Seeing Somadatta angrily shake his 


great bow, Satyaki said to his charioteer 
“Bear me towards Somadatta. 


2. Ocharioteer, I will not return from 
battle to-day without killing my enemy 
—the vilest of the Kurus, the son of 
Valhika. These my words are true.” 


3. Thereupon, (his) ‘charioteer drove to 
the battle those horses of Sindhu breed en- 
dowed with great fleetness, having the co- 
Jour of the conch and capable of bearing 
ull the weapons. 
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4. Those (steeds), fleet as the mind or 
the wind, carried Yuyudhana (to the field of 
battle) as the horses of Indra, O king, had, 
in days of yore, born him who was prepar- 
ing to slay the Asuras. 


5. Beholding Sattwata. quickly proceed 
against him to battle, Somadatta, O mighty 
monarch, confronted him undauntedly. 


6. Discharging a shower of arrows as the 
clouds {pour down) torrents of rain, he (i. e. 
Somadatta) covered the grandson of Sini 
like the clouds (covering the sun). 


7. O best of the Bharatas, the daunt- 
less Satyaki also completely covered that 
most exalted of the Kurus with arrowy 
showers in that battle. 


8. Somadatta also pierced the descen- 
dant of Madhu in the chest with sixty 
arrows. Satyakitoo, O king, pierced him 
with keen darts. 


g. Pierced by each other with each 
other’s arrows, they looked dike two blos- 
soming Kinsuka` trees in the following 
season. 


10o. With their bodies covered all over 
with blood, those two renowned descendants 
ofKuru and Vrishni eyed at each other as it- 
(desirous of) consuming each other with 
their glances. 


tz. Those two dreadful-looking grinder 
of foes ranging on their cars coursing in 
circles, looked like two clouds pouring (tor- 
cents of) rain. 

12. With their bodies pierced, mangled 
and wounded with shafts, they looked, O 
king of kings, like two hedge hogs. 


13. Pierced with shafts endued with 
golden wings, those two (heroes), O mon- 
arch, looked as (beautiful) two lords of the 
forest covered with glow-worms during the 
rainy season. 


14. Their bodies looking resplendent 
with arrows (they were pierced with) those 
two great car-warriors appeared in that 
battle, like two furious elephants with theic 
bodies covered all over with (blazing) 
meteors. 


15., Then, O great monarch, in that en- 
counter, the mighty car-warrior Somadatta 
cut off with a cresent-shaped arrow the 
great bow of the descendant of Madhu. 


16. (He) then pierced him with twenty 
five darts and at that time when speed was 
(urgently) necessary, he again speedily 
pierced him with ten (more) arrows. 


17. Thereupon Satyaki, takin 
very streng bow, speedily pierce 
datta with five arrows. 


up a 
Soma= 
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18. Then again, O king, Satyaki, as 
if with a smile in that battle, cut down 
with anather broad-headed shaft the golden 
standard of the son of Valhika. 


19. Seeing his standard cut down Soma- 
datta fearlessly pierced the grandson of 
Sini with twenty-five arrows. 


20. Filled with wrath, Satyaki also, in 
that engagement, cut off with a keen and 
razor-faced shaft, the bow of the (great) 
bowman Somadatta. 


21. He then, O great king, pierced him 
(i. e. Somadatta), who then looked like a 
snake with its fangs broken, with one 


hundred stvaight-coursing arrows furnished | 


with golden wings. 
22. Thereupon the greatly puissant 


Somadatta,—the great car-warrior, taking | 


up another bow, covered Satyaki with down- 
pours of shafts. 


23. Satyaki also, getting greatly excited 
with wrath, pierced Somadatta in that bat- 
tle. Somadatta, on his part, afflicted Sa- 
tyaki with showers of arrows, 


24. Bhima also, for the sake of Sattata, 
struck the son of Valhlka with ten arrows. 
And the dauntless Somadatta also pierced 
Bhima with sharpened arrows. 


25. Thereupon Satyaki, excited with 
wrath, discharged at the chest of Soma- 
datta, a new, strong and formidable Parigha 
furnished with a golden handle. 


26. (But the descendant of Kuru), as if 
with a smile, cut off into two parts, in that 
engagement, that dreadfut-looking Parigha 
as it was advancing against him. 


27. Thus severed into two parts, that 


great Parigha of iron, fell down (on the j 


ground) like the great peak of a mountain 
riven by thunder. 


28. Then, in that engagement, O king, 
Satyki cut off the bow of Somadatta with 
one broad-headed arrow and with another 
five the leathern case that sheathed his 
fingers. 


29. Then with four darts he speedily 
sent before the lord of the departed spirit 
the four excellent horses (of Somadatta). 


30. And, O Bharata, that foremost of 
car-warriors, as if with a smile, cut : ff, with 
a broad-headed and straight-coursing ar- 
row, the head of his charioteer from the 
trunk, 


31. He then discharged (at Somadatta 
himself) a highly dreadful arrow, blazing 
Jike the fire, furnished with golden wings, 

bathed in oil and sharpened on stone. 








gz. Shot with great force by the grand- 


of Sini that excellent and formidable 











shaft, darted like a falcon, at the chest of 
Somadatta. 

33. The great car-warrior Somadatta, 
deeply pierced by the puissant Satwata, fell 
down (from his car) and died, O great king. 


34. Seeing Somadatta slain there, your 
soldiers proceeded against Yuyudhana with 
a large number of cars. 


35. The Pandavas also, O mighty mon- 
arch, accompanied by all the Prabhadrakas, 
and by a large army, made a rush upon 
Drona’s division. 


36. Then, Yudhisthira, filled with rage, 
began to crush the troops of the son of 
Bharadwaja with arrows in the very pre- 
sence of Bharadwaja’s son. 

2, Seeing hus troops put to rout by 
Yudhisthira, Drona, with eyes, blood-shot 
in wrath, furiously rushed against him. 


38. Then, (Drona) pierced the son of 
Pritha with seven sharpened darts. Yudiis- 
thira also, inflamed with rage, pierced him 
in return with five (arrows). 


a9. That mighty bowman, being (thus) 
deenly pierced, for a moment licked the 
corners of his mouth, and (then) cut off the 
-tandard and also the bow of Yudhisthira. 


40. Deprived of his bow, that excellent 
Ling took up another tough and strong 
bow, with great speed when speed was high- 
ly necessary. 


41. Then with a thousand shafts, the 
son of Pandu pierced Drona, together with 
his horses, charioteer, standard and car 
and this (feat onthe part of Yudhisthira) 
seemed marvellous. 


2. In consequence of the strokes of 
those darts, Drona, the foremost of the 
Brahmavas, being (greatly) pained, sank 
unconciously for a moment on the terrace of 
his car. 


43. Then regaining his consciousness, 
heaving sighs like a snake, and excited 
with a terrible wrath, he brought into exist- 
ence the weapon presided over by Vayu. 


44. But the dauntless and puissant son 
of Pritha, in that fight taking up his bow, 


checked the career of that weapon with one 
of his own. 


45. And the son of Pandu also cut off 
the large bow of that Brahmana, Drona, 
the grinder of the Kshatriyas then, having 
taken up another bow, 


46. The best of the Kurus cut off that 
also with akeen and broad-headed shaft, 
Then Vasudeva, addressed Yudhisthira. 
the son of Kunti, thus :— 


47. “O mighty armed Yudhisthira, hear 
what I tell you. O foremost of the Bharatas, 
do not fight with Drona. 
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48. Drona has been all along trying to 
capture you in battle. 1 do not think it 
proper for you to fight with him. 


49. He, that has been created for his 
destruction, will slay him. Leaving your 
preceptor go (to the spot) where king Suyo- 
dhana is (fighting). 

o. Kings ought to fight with kings 
(only); and they should not desire to fight 


with those that are not kings. O son of ' 


Kunti, surrounded by elephants, horses and 
cars, go to that spot, 

51. Where Dhananjaya and that most 
valiant of men, Bhima, with myself only 
to help them are fighting with (all) the 
Kouravas.” 


52—53. Hearing these words of Vasu- 


deva, the virtuous king Yudhisthira reHected | ‘ A ` 
| Bharata, were seized with terror and their 


for a moment and then proceeded towards 
the spot where the battle was raging hot 


4. Began, O best of the Bharatas, to 
afflict each other and the troops. The 
soldiers, (thus) terribly slaughtered by those 
great car-warriors, 

5. And surrounded by that dense gloom, 
took to flight in all directions. And with 
their minds (greatly) agitated (with terror) 
they ran away on ali sides. 

6 And, O great king, while flying away 
in all directions they were (pursued) and 
killed. In that engagement thousands of 


| great car-warriors slaughtered one another. 


and furious and where, Bhima, the slayer | 


of his foes, taking up his station, was des- 


troying your warriors like the (grim) Des- | 


troyer with gaping mouth. 


54. Ringing the surface of the earth 
with the thundering raitle of his car like 
the roar of the clouds at the end of summer, 
that king of kings, Yudhisthira, 


55. The son of Pandu, took up his sta- 
tion atthe flank of Bhima who was des- 
troying the foes. Drona also began, at 
that night, to destroy his enemies, the 
Panchalas. 

Thus ends the one hundred and fifty- 
second chapter, the slaughter of Somadatta 
at the nocturnal fight, in the-Ghatotkacha- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAKTER CLXIII. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. That terrible and awe-inspirits battle 
having taken place when the world was 
enveloped with darkness and dust, O lord 
of the earth, : 


2. The warriors, who remained (on the 
field of battle) could not distinguish one 
another. It was by conjecture and uttering 
their names that those foremost of the 
Kshatciyas fought with one another. 


3. When that terrible destruction of 
men, horses, elephants and foot-soldiers was 
going on, those heroes vis., Drona, Karna, 
Kripa, Bhima, the son of Prishata and 
Satwata, 


— aaa Ůõ 


7- (And) in that blinding darkness, (the 
soldiers) lost their seuses. (All this is no 
doubt duc to) the evil counsels of your son. 
And that (dismal) darkness prevailing all 
around, all the creatures, nay the very 
foremost of the combatants themselves, O 


senses forsook them, O Bharata in that 
battle. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


8. When drowned in that blinding dark- 
ness you were agitated by the Pandavas 
and were deprived of your energy, what 
became the state of your minds ? 


9. When the world was thus enveloped 
with darkness, how, O Sanjaya, their and 
my armies were disclosed to view again ! 


Sanjaya said :— 

10. Then all the survivors of the slaugh- 
tered army (of the Kurus) were, in obedi- 
ence to the order of their commanders, again 
drawn up in battle anay. 


11. And Drona (took his station) at the 
van, Salya at the rear and the sons of 
Drona and Suvala (respectively placed 
themselves) at the right and left flanks (of - 
that array). And king (Duryodhana) him- 
self, O monarch, was, during that night, 
engaged in protecting all the troops. 


12. (And) consoling all the foot-soldiers 
and also the lords of the earth, Duryodhana 
said to them ‘‘leaving aside your great 
weapons, take in hand blazing lamps." 


13. In obedience to the command of 
that foremost of kings they gladly took 
(burning) lamps, in their hands. Large 
numbers of celestials, sages, Gandharvas 
and Rishis and hosts of Vidyadharas, 
Apsaras, 

14. Nagas, Yakshas, Uragas and 
Kinnaras, stationed in the firmament, 
cheerfully took up lamps. Lamps, filled 
with perfumed oil, were seen to fall from 
(the lands of) the regents of the cardinal: 
points. , 


15. Specially Narada and Parvata: sent 
down for the sake of the foremost of the 
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Kurus many such lamps, dispelling the 
darkness. On that night, the army (of 
the Kurus) looked brilliant by virtue of the 
lusture of these) lamps, 


16. The precious ornaments (worn by 
the combatans) and of the blazing celes- 
tial weapons that were hurled (by the 
Kourava army against their enemies). 
Five lamps were placed on each car and 
three on each maddened elephant. 


17. Upon each horse (was placed) a 
huge lamp. It was in this way that the 
Kuru warriors were illuminated. ‘The 
lamps, being thus placed in due order, very 
soon lighted up your army. 


18. Nay, all the troops thus disclosed to 
view by the foot-soldiers carrying oilified 
lamps in their hands, looked as brilliant as 
the clouds in the firmament during the 
night with flashes of lightning (playing 
amidst them). 


19. When the army was thus lighted 
up, Drona, like the fire, scorching every- 
thing around, looked resplendent, O king of 
kings, with his golden armour on, like the 
mid-day sun of blazing rays. 

20. The lusture of the lamps (falling 
upon the golden ornaments) the bright 
cuirasses and bow, and the will-tempered 
weapons, was reflected from them. 


21 The rays (of these lamps) falling 
upon maces entwined with strings, bright 
Parighas, cars and darts as they whirled 
along, created innumerable lamps. 


22. O king, umbrellas and yak-tails 
and scimitars and flaming brands and 
necklaces of gold as they were being 
whirled looked exceedingly brilliant. 


23. And, O king, that army illuminated 
by the lusture of the weapons, by the 
splendour of those lamps and by the 
brilliancy of the ornaments, looked highly 
resplendent. 


24. Well-tempered and beautiful wea- 
pons dyed with blood and wielded by the 
warriors shed a blazing lusture like flashes 
of lighitving in the firmament at the end 
of the hot season. 


25. The faces, of the combatants who 
were trembling by the impetuosity of 


their speed and rushing furiously against 
their enemies striking them down, shone at 
that time like great lotuses shaken by the 
wind. 











soldiers through their entire army, acted 
in the same way (as we did). : 

28. (And they) placed seven lamps on 
each elephant, ten on each car, two on the 
back of every horse and many on the flank 
and rear and the standards. 


29. (Innumerable) blazing lamps were 
placed on the flanks and the rear and the 


| van of and within and all around the entire 


army. Thus were the two hosts lighted 
up. 

30. Through the entire army, the in- 
fantry became mixed up with throngs of ele- 
phants, cars and horses. And like them 
(i.e. the foot-soldiers) several other persons, 


also taking flaming brands in their hands, 


lighted up the army of the son of Pandu, 


31. By virtue of (the lusture of) those 
lamps that army became fiercely blazed up 
like a blazing fire made fiercely illuminated 
by the rays of the sun, the maker of day. 


32. ‘The splendour of those two (armies) 
reaching beyond the earth, the firmament 
and all the cardinal points began to in- 
crease. By that light their army as well as 
yours became crearly disclosed to view. 


33. All the celestials, the Gandharvas, 
the Yakshas, the gods, the Siddhas, and 
the Apsaras, awakened by that light which 
reached the skies, appeared on the scene. 


34. The field of battle, thronged with the 
celestials, the Gandharvas, the Yakshas, the 
Siddhas, the Apsaras and the spirits of the 
dead combatants about to enter the celesti- 
els regions, appeared like a second heaven. 


35. Crowded with cars, horses and ele- 
phants lighted up by these lamps and 
(teeming with) furious warriors and steeds 
slain or careering madly, that mighty host, 
consisting of men, horses and elephants 
drawn up in battle array, looked like the 
arrays of the celestials and the Asuras (in 
days of yore). 


~ 36. That nocturnal battle between the 
god-like combatants raged furiously like a 
tempest. The rush of arrows formed its 
fierce winds, the mighty car-warriors and 
elephants its clouds, the shafts its showers 
and the blood (of the combatants and the 
animals) its torrent of rain. 


37. In that encounter that foremost of 
the Brahmanas, the magnanimous (Drona) 
endued with the energy of a great fire 
began to afflict the Pandavas like the noon 


day sun, (scorching everything) at the end 
of the rainy season, 


Thus ends the one hundred anid sixty- 
third chapter, the lighting up of the 


troops, in the Ghatotkacha-badha of the 
Drona Parva. : 








| 
| 
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CHAPTER CLXIV. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. The feld of battle, which had been 
before buried in darkness and dust, being 
thus lighted up (by the lusture of those 
lamps), heroic combatants, desirous of slay- 
ingone another, encountered one another 
(in battle). 


2. Taking up their lances, swords and 
(other) weapons and encountering one 
another, they looked wrathfully at one 
another in battle, O king. 


3. With thousands: of lamps shedding 
their lusture all around, and placed upon 
golden steeds adorned with gems and fed 
with fragrant oil, 


4. And with the lamps sent down by the | 


celestials and the Gandharvas which were 
more lustrous 
hattle, O Bharata, looked as beautiful as the 
firmament studded with planets and stars. 


5. The field of battle, lighted up by 
hundreds of blazing brands, looked res- 
plendent. Indeed, the earth seemed to be 
on fire like what happens at the time of 
universal destruction. 


6. All the points illuminated by (the 
light of) those lamps all around, looked 
(beautiful) like trees teeming with glow- 
worms on an evening of the rainy season. 


7. Then, O monarch, brave warriors 
engaged with brave warriors. Elephants 
encountered elephants, horsemen (encoun- 
tered) horsemen, 

8. And car-warriors joyfully engaged 
with one another, during the dreadfull night 
at the command of your son. 

9. Terrific, (indeed) was the clash of 
the two armies, (each) consisting of four 
(kinds of) forces. Then, O great king, 
Arjuna, vanquishing all the kings (on your 
son’s side), began quickly to destroy the 
army of the Kouravas. 


Dhritarastra said :— 
ro. What, (O Sanjaya) became the state 


of your minds when, filled with rage, the in- 


vincinble one (i.e. Arjuna) entered into my 
son’s army ? 

1r. What did (my) forces do then when 
that sorcher of foes penetrated into them? 
(And) what course, (best) suited to that 
occasion, did Duryodhana think to adopt ¢ 

12. What chastisers of foes opposed (the 
career of) that hero? Who were they that 


and brilliant, the field of | 








protected Drona when Shetavahana enter- 
ed (into our army) ? 


13. Who were they that protected the 
right and the left car-wheels of Drona ? 
Who were those heroes that protected the 
rear of that hero when he was engaged in 
fighting ? 

14—15. Indeed, when that invincible, 
Puissant and mighty bowman, endued with 
the valour of a tiger, penctrated into the 
midst of the Panchalas, dancing as it were 
along the track of his car, and destroying 
his enemies in battle, who were they that 
came to his front? How did Drona who 
consumed large troops of cars of the Pan- 
chalas, 


16. Like a wrathful meteor, meet 
with his death? You always describe my 
enemies as cool, unvanquished, 


17. Cheerful and impetuous in battle. 
But, O Sanjaya, you do not speak so of my 
warriors. You speak of them as slain, pale 
and routed and of my car-warriors as (always) 
made car-less in the battles ? 


Sanjaya said :— 


18. Aware of the intentions of Drona as 
desirous of fighting during that night, Dur- 
yodhana, O mighty monarch, addressed his 
obedient brothers, 


19. (Namely) Vikarna, Ctitrasena, Su- 
parsa, Duddharsha and Dirghavahu and all 
their followers saying :— 


20. “ O powerful (heroes), all of you care- 
fully protect Drona from the rear. Let the 
son ot Hridika (protect) his right car-wheel 
and Salya the left. 


21. Then your son commanded all the 
survivors of the heroic Trigarta warriors to 
place themselves in the van (saying), 


22. The preceptor is of benevolent dis- 
positon and the Pandavas are trying their 
utmost (to slay him). United together you 
will protect him while he will be engaged in 
destroying his enemies in battle. 


23. Drona is powerful in battle, is endued 
with nimbleness of hand and is puissant. 
Not to speak of Pandavas united with the 
Somakas, he is competent to vanquish even 
the very gods in battle, 


24. United tagether and exerting your 
very best in (this) dreadful engagement, 
all of you protect Drona from that invincible 
and mighty car-warrior Dhristadyymnae 

25. Ido not find any one among the- 
warriors of the Pandavas except Dhrista- 
dyumna, that is capable of defeating Drona 
in battle. 


2s. I therefore think we should apply our 
whole heart and soul to the protection of the 
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on of Bharadwaja. (If) protected (by us) 
e will gradually destroy the Somakas as 
well as the Srinjayas. 

27. When all the Srinjayas, (placed) in 
the van of the (Pandava) army will be des- 
troyed, the son of Drona will undoubtedly 
slay Dhristadyumna in battle. 


28. Similarly the great  car-warrior 
Karna will vanquish Arjuna in battle. (And) 
I will myself destroy Bhimasena and others 
clad in mail in battle. 


29. The remaining Pandavas, destitute 
of energy, will be easily subjugated by (my) 
warriors. My success, then, willlast for a 
long time. 


go. Therefore protect (carefully) the 
mighty car-warrior Drona in battle. * Thus 
addressing (his soldiers), your son Duryo- 


dhana, O foremost of the descendants of 
Bharata, 
31. ‘nen commanded his army (to act 


in obedience to his orders) during that 
dreadfully dark night. ‘Then, O most 
exalted of the Bharatas, took place a battle, 


32. Between the two armies, both 
desirous of victory, O king, Arjuna, 
(then), began to sorely assail the army of 


the Kouravas and Arjuna, with numerous 
(sorts of) weapons. (And) in that engage- 
ment the son of Drona began to cover the 
_Panchala king and the son of Bharadwaja, 
the Srinjayas, with straight arrows. (And) 
O Bharata, as the armies of the Pandavas 
and the Panclalas (on one side) and that 
of the IXouravas (on the other), 


35. Fell to destroying one another there 
arose a dreadful uproar. Neither ourselves 
nor those who preceded us, had (previously) 
witnessed such a furious and dreadful 
battle as took place during that night. 


Thus ends the one hundred and sixty- 


Jourth chapter the close fight, in the Ghatot- 
kacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CLXV. 
(GHATOPKACHA-BADHA PARVA.— 
Continued 

Sanjaya said :— 


1. When, O lord of the earth, that terri- 

fic nocturnal battle, destructive of all the 

_ creatures, was raging, Yudhisthira, the son 
of Dharma, 


2, Spoke to the (other) Pandavas and 
ie united Panchalasand Somakas, O 


arch, for the destruction of men, cars 
“elephants, ee pea 
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3. Yudhisthira, the lord of men, ad. 
dressed his own warriors (thus):~-"'make a 
rush upon Drona only in order to slay him,” 


4. In obedience to the commands of the 
king, the Panchalas as well as the Somakag 
O monarch, sending forth thundering roars 
rushed against Drona alone. $ 


5. We two, on our part, roaring in 
return and filled with wrath, rushed against 
them, in battle, to the full measure of our 
prowess, enthusiasm and courage, 


6. Kritavarman, the son of Hridika, 
rushed against Yudhisthira as he was ad- 
vancing against Drona like a mad elephant 
against its infuriate rival. 


7. (Similarlyy, O king, Bhuri, the 
crusher (of his foes) in battle who belonged 
to the Kuru party rushed against the 
grandson of Cini (as he came forward) 
scattering showers of arrow on all sides. 


8. Again, O king, Karna, the son of 
Vikartana, checked that mighty car-warrior 
Shahadeva, the son of Pandu, as he, 
actuated with the desire of taking Drona, 
was advancing (against him). 


9. Duryodhana himself rushed against 
Bhimsena, the foremost of car-warriors, in 
that engagement, who was advancing on 
his car (against Drona) like the grim Des- 
troyer. 


to. Sakuni, the son of Suvala, O king, 
quickly opposed Nakula, the best of warri- 
ors and skilled in every (sort of) battle. 


11. Similarly, in that encounter, Kripa, 
the son of Saradwata, opposed Shikhandi, 
the foremost of car-warriors, (who was) ad- 
vancing on his car, O king. 


12. In like manner, O great monarch, 
Dusasana, with utmost exertions, checked 
Prativindhya, who was resolutely advancing 
(on his car drawn by) horses, (beautiful) as 
peacocks. 


13. Similarly, O mighty monarch, Asva- 
thama checked the career of the sono 
Bhimasena, wis the Rakshasa (Ghatot- 
kacha) skilled in a hundred sorts of illusions. 


14. Inthat engagement Vrishasena re- 
sisted the highly puissant Drupada, (who) 
accompanied by his troops and retainers, 
(advanced forward) with the desire of slay- 
ing Drona. : 


15. O Bharata, O great monarch, the 
king of Madra, inflamed with rage, opposed 
Virata who was advancing quickly for slay-. 
ing Drona. 


16. Similarly, in that encounter, Chitra- 
sena, with showers of arrows, checked the 
impetuous Sataneeka, the son of Nakula, as 
as he was advancing for the purpose ef 


-| taking the life of Drona, 
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17. O great king, Alamvusha, the lord 
of the Rakshasas, resisted the rapid career 
of the mighty car-warrior Arjuna, the fore- 
most of warriors, 


18. Then Dhristadyumna, the son of the 
Panchala king, gladly resisted the mighty 
bowman Drona (who was) destroying his 
enemies. 

19. Similarly, O king, your car-warriors 
energetically opposed other great car-war- 
riors of the sons of Pandu, who were ad- 
vancing (against Drona). 

20. Hundreds and thousands of war- 
riors, mounted on elephants, speedily en- 
countering riders on elephants in that great 
engagement, began to fight with 
one another. 

21. O king, at dead of night, horses, 
rushing furiously against one another, look- 
ed like mountains endued with wings. 


22. O mighty monarch, taking up lances, 
darts and swords in their hands and sending 


forth loud shouts, horsemen closed with 
horsemen. 
23. There (on the field of battle) large 


numbers of men 
heaps, by means of maces, 
several other weapons. 


short clubs and 


24. Kritavarma, the son of Hridika, in- 
flamed with rage, resisted Yudhisthtra, the 
son of Dharma, as the place between the 
high and the low tide-marks (resists) the 
ocean. 

2x, Yudhisthira, also piercing the son of 
Hridika with five darts and again pierc- 
ing him with twenty (more), said—'‘wait, 
wait.” 

26. O worshipful sire, Kritavarma too, 
fired with rage, cut off the bow of 
Dharmaraja with a broad-headed dart 
and then pierced him with five (arrows). 


27. Then that mighty car-warrior, that 
is, the son of Dharma, taking up another 
bow, struck the son of Hridika on the arms 
and the chest with ten arrows. 


28. Pierced in (that) battle by the son of 
Dharma, O worshipful sire, the descendant 
of Madhu (i.e. Kritavarma) trembled in ire 
and (then) afflicted (Yudhisthira) with seven 
arrows. 

29. The son of Pritha (however), cutting 
off his bow and armlet, shot at him, O king, 
five keen and broad-headed shafts sharpen- 
ed on stone. 


zo. Penetrating through 
armour ornamented with gold, 
shafts entered into the earth 
(entering into) ant-hill. 


37 


his precious 
those fierce 
like snakes 


and crush | 


destroyed one another in | 


the , 
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_3t. Taking up another bow in the twink- 
ling of an eye, he pierced the son of 
Pandu with six and again with ten arrows. 


| 


32. Then that Pandava, of immeasurable 
soul, placing his mighiy bow on the car, 
hurled at him (ñe. Kritavarman) a dart 
(fierce) as a snake. 


33. Hurled by the son of Pandu that 
formidable (dart), ornamented with gold, 
penetrating through the right arm (of 
pale entered into the bottom of the 
earth, 


34. In the meantime, the son of Pritha, 
taking up his mighty bow, covered the son 
of Hridika with straight shafts. 


35- Then there (on the ficld of battle) 
that hero, that foremost car-warrior among 
the Vrishnis, within half the time of the 
twinkling of an eye, deprived Yudhisthira of 
his horse, driver and car. 


36. ‘Then the eldest son of Pandu took 
up a sword anda shield. But the descen- 
dant of Madhu cut off those two with sharp- 
ened and broad headed shafts in that 
battle. 


37, ‘Thereupon, taking up a formidable 
lance furnished with 2 golden handle, (Yu- 
dhisthira) hurled it, quickly in that engage- 





ment, against the high-souled son of 
| Hridika. 
38. (But) the light-handed son of 


Hridika, as if with a smile, cut olf into two 
parts, that (formidable lance), as it, hurled 
by the hand of Yudhisthira careercd impe- 
tuously along. 


3g. Then, in that encounter, he covered 
the son of Dharma with hundreds of shafts ; 
(and then), inflamed with ire he cut off the 
armour of (Yudhisthira) with showers of 
' arrows. 

4o. Cut off into a hundred fragmentst 
| with the arrows of the son of Hridika, (the 
| armour of Yudhisthira) ornamented with 
| gold, fell down, scattered in that battle, O . 
monarch (from its body) like a cluster of 
stars (dropping from) the sky. 


41. With his coat of mail cut off, depri- 
ved of his car and afflicted with the arrows 
of Kritavarma, Yudhisthira the son of 

i:Dharma, quickly withdrew from (the field 
| of) battle, 


42. Having defeated Yudhisthira, the 
| son of Dharma, the mighty car-warrior 
Kritavarma again engaged himself in pro- 
tecting the car-wheel of Drona. 








Thus ends the one hundred and sixtys 
' fifth chapter, the retreat of Yudhisthira, 
i m the Ghatotkacha-badi:a of the Drone 
Parts, 
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CHAPTER CLXVI. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjava said :— 

1. Bhuri also, O monarch, in (that) 
engagement, checked the grandson of Sini 
who was rushing along like an elephant 


(descending) from a gradually sloping 
‘ground, 


2. Inflamed with wrath, Satyaki, then, 
pierced him in the heart with five sharpened 
‘arrows. (Thus struck) his blood began to 
flow. 


3. Similarly, the descendant of Kuru 
€i. e. Bhurij, in (that) engagement, quickly 
pierced the grandson of Sini invincible in 
ue in the chest, with ten darts. 


4. (And), O great king, their eyes blood- 
shot in rage and drawing their bows power- 
pully those two (heroes) began to mangle 
each other, 


5. Inflamed with wrath and looking like 
Death (itself) or the sun, those two (warriors 
eommenced (to shower upon each other) tèr- 
ible downpours of shafts, O mighty mon- 
arch, 


6. The battle, O great king, between 
those two (heroes), who, covering each other 
(with arrows) stood (face to face) in (that) 


encounter, went on equally for a moment 
only. 


7- Then, O mighty monarch, the grand- 
son of Sini, fired with rage, cut off, as it 
Weve, with a smile, the bow of that high- 
„souled descendant of Kuru, in (that) 
engagement. 


8. Then he quickly pierced that (warrior) 
whose bow was cut off, in the chest, with 
nine sharpened arrows and said (to him) 
“wait, wait.” 


9. That seoreher of foes, (thus) deeply 


Pierced by his powerful antagonist, took | 


up another bow and pierced Satwata in 
return. 


10. O lord of the earth, having pierced 
Satwata with three arrows, he cut off his 
~bow, as it were, with a smile, by means 
„of a very keem and broad-headed shaft. 


11. O great king, his bow being (thus) 
eut off, Satyaki, insensible with wrath, hurl- 
ed an impetuous dart at the broad chest of 
that (Kuru hero). 


i2. His body being riven by that dart, 
he fell down from his excellent car like the 
blazing Mars (dropping down) from the fir- 
. Mament. 
13- Fhe mighty ear-warrior Ashwathama 


= witnessing the slaughter of that hero; rushed 
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impetuously, O descendant of 


Bharata 
against the grandson of Sini. 4 


14. O lord of men, saying "wait, wait’? 
to Satyaki, he (č. e. Ashwathama,) covered 
him with downpours of arrows, like the 
clouds covering the breast of the (mountain) 
Meru with (showers of) rain. 


15. (Thereupon), the mighty car-warrior 
Ghatotkacha, sending forth a loud shout, 
said {o him (i. e.'Asvathama) who was rush. 
ing furiously towards the car of the grand- 
son of Sini. 


16. “Wait, wait. O son of Drona, you 
shall not escape alive. I will presently des- 
troy you as the six-faced (Kartikeya) slew 
the (Asura) Mahisha (in days of yore): 


17. I will to-day put an end to your 
desire for fight on the field of battle.” Say- 
ing this, the Rakshasa (Ghatotkacha),—the 
slayer of hostile warriors—with hiseyes red 
like copper in wrath, 


18. And inflamed with rage, rushed 
against the son of Drona like a lion (rushing 
against) a lord of elephants. Ghatotkacha 
(then), began to shower arrows, measuring 
the Aksha of a car, upon 


19—20. The son of Drona, the foremost 
of car-warriors as the clouds (pour down) 
showers of rain. ‘The son of Drona, how- 
ever, in that engagement, quickly baffled 
that arrowy down pour by means of shafts 
resembling poisonous snakes. ‘Fhen with a 
hundred keen darts, capable of piercing the 
vital parts, and coursing rapidly, 





21. (He) pierced the subduer of foes, 
that is Ghatotkacha, the lord of the Rak- 
shasas, The Rakshasa, thus pierced with 
shafts by him on the field of battle, 


22, Looked, O great monarch, like the 
Porcupine with its quills Standing erect. 


Thereupon, the puissant son of Bhimasena, 
excited with rage, 


23—26. facerated the son of Drona with 
fierce shafts emitting loud roar like those of 
the thunder. (And Ghatotkacha) showered 
(upon Drona’s son) numerous sorts of wea- 
pons, some having heads like razors, some 
-of the form of the crescent, some long and 

pointed, some with faces like the iroys, some 
resembling the bear’s ear, some barbed and 
some of other species. The son of Drona, 
(however), without his senses being: in the 
least afflicted, frustrated that formidable 
down pour of weapons emitting loud” roar 
like those of the thunder and which were 
being unremittingly hurled (upon, him),4- 
by Means of (his own) dreadful shafts ins- 
pired with mantras peculiar to the celes- 
tial weapons, as, O mighty monarch, the 
wind (chases away) mighty masses of clouds. 
Then it appeared that another encounter 
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was going on in the firmament between the 
arrows (shot by those two rival heroes), 

27. Which (encounter) was of terrible 
aspect and which, O great king, enhanced 
the joy of the combatants with the sparks 
scattering all around generated by the clash 
of weapons hurled by those two (warriors). 


28. The firmament looked (as beauti- 
ful) as if adorned with glow-worms during 


the night. Covering all the directions with 


innumerable arrows, the son of Drona, 


29. In order todo good to your sons, 
shrouded the Rakshasa (Ghatotkacha). 
‘Then, between the son of Drona and the 
Rakshasa, again took place a battle, 


30—32. During that pitchy-dark night, 
like that (which had taken place) between 
Sakra and Prahada (in days of yore). 
‘Then, in that engagement, Ghatotkacha, 
inflamed with wrath, struck the son of 
Drona in the chest with ten arrows resem- 
bling the yuga fire. The son of Drona, 
endued with great strength, (thus) deeply 
pierced in that encounter by the Rakshasa, 
became (greatly) afflicted and trembled like 
a tree shaken by the wind. Leaning against 
his flag-staff (for support), he fell into a 
swoon. 

33. Thereupon all your forces, O lord 
of men, set up a loud wail. (And) all your 
partizans, O lord of theearth, thought him 
to be dead. 

34. Seeing Asvathama in that state, the 
Panchalas as well as the Srinjyas, in that 
encounter, sent forth roars like lions. 


35. Regaining his consciousness, that 
grinder of foes, the mighty car-warrior 
Asvathama, drawing powerfully his bow 
with the left hand, 

36. Shot quickly from his bow, (the 
string of which was) stretched up to the 
very ear, an excellent arrow, formidable as 
the rod of Yama, which was aimed at 
Ghatotkacha. 

Riving the heart of the Rakshasa 
that excellent and formidable arrow, adorned 
with graceful wings, pentrated, O king, into 
the earth. 

38. O great monarch, the puissant lord 
of the Rakshasas, pierced home by the son 
of Drona, proud of (his feats in) battle, sat 
down on the terrace of his car. 


9. Seeing that the son of Hidimva had 
lost his consciousness, his charioteer, struc 
with fear, hastily removed him from the 
field of battle and from the presence of the 
son of Drona. 

_4o. Having, in that engagement, thus 
plerced Ghatototkacha, the lord of the 
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Rakshasas, that great car-warrior, the son 
of Drona sent forth a highly dreadful roar. 


41. O Bharata, adored by your sons and 
all the warriors, his body shone brilliantly 
like the noon-day sun, 


42. King Duryodhana himself pierced 
with keen arrows Bhimasena who was 
fighting his way, through your army, to- 
wards the car of the son of Bharadwaja. 

43. O Bharata, Bhimasena pierced hina 
in return with nine darts. Duryodhana also 
pierced him with twenty arrows. 


44. Those two (heroes), shrouded with 
arrows on the field of battle, looked like the 
sun and the moon covered with masses of 
clouds in the firmament, 


45. Then king Duryodhana pierced 
Bhima, O foremost of the descendants of 
Bharata, with five arrows, and said (to him) 
“wait, wait.” 


46. But Bhima, cutting off his bow and 
his standard with sharpened arrows, pierced 
the lord of the Kouravas with nine straight 
darts. 


47—48. Thereupon, O best of the 
Bharatas, excited with rage, Duryodhana 
took up another bow of a better quality and 
began to afflict Bhimasena (stationed) at 
the front (rank) of that battle with keen 
dirts,in the very sight of all bowmen. 
Bhima, (however) destroying those arrows 
chot from Duryedhana's bow, 


49—50. Oppressed him with five and 
twenty short arrows. Duryodhana also, O 
worshipful sire, inflamed with ire, cut off 
his bow with razor-shaped dart and then 
pierced him in return with ten (darts). 
Thereupon, the highiy-powerful Bhimasena, 
taking up another bow, 


st. Pierced quickly the king with seven 





sharpened arrows. But he (i.e. Duryo- 
dhana), displaying great nimbleness of 
hand, quickly cut off that bow also. 

52—53. Similarly, O mighty monarch, 
he cut off the second, {the third, the fourth 
and the fifth bows taken up by Bhima. And 


| O great king, your son, desirous of success 


and swelling with pride, cut off another bow 
as soon as it was taken up by Bhima. His 
bows being thus again and again cut off 
(by Duryodhana), he i. e. Bhima. 


54—55. In that engagement, hurled a forni= 
idable dart, made wholly of iron (at tle 
Kourava king).—lhe king of the Kuris, 
(however); cut into three fragmenis th t 
dart, before it could reach him, that dart 
blazing like a flame of fire, looking (terrible) 
like the sister of Death herself, and divid- 
ing the firmament with its fire like splendour 
into two parts like the tresses of a woman 
parting the hair of her head.— : 
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56-58. Inthe very presence of all the 
world and before (the very eyes) of Bhima 
himself. Thereupon, O great king, Bhima, 
flourishing his heavy and blazing mace, 
hurled it'with great impetuosity at the car 
of Duryodhana. ‘Then, in that engagement 
that heavy mace, all on a sudden, crushed 
the charioteer, the horses and the car (of the 
King). O lord of kings, your son, then 
afraid of Bhima, took to flight, 


59. Mounted on another car belonging 
to the high-souled Naduka. Then Bhima, 
thinking Suyodhanato be dead amid (the 
darkness of) that night, 


60, Roared furiously like a lion chal- 
lenging the iXouravas. Your partizans 


and soldiers also thought that the king was 
slain, 


61. And all of them set up a loud wail 
all around. Hearing the lamentation of 
all the combatants struck with terror, 

62. And hearing also the yells of the 
high-souled Bhima, O monarch; king Yu- 
dhisthira, also, considered Suyodhona to 
have been slain, 


63. And hastened with all specd to the 
place where Vrikodara, the son of Pritha 
was. Then, the Panchalas, the Srinjayas, 
the Matsyas as well as the Keykeyas, 

64. Desirous of slaying Drona, rushed 
with all their might (against him). There 
also took place a highly dreadful encoun- 
ter between Drona and his enemies. And 
the combatants, (of both sides) buried in 
pitchy darkness, began to slaughter one 
another. 

Thus ends the one hundred and sixty sixth 
chupter the retreat of Duryodhana, in the 
Ghatotkacha Badha of the Drona-Parva, 


——— 


CHAPTER CLXVII. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Karna, the son of Vikartana, O king, 
checked in battle the great car-warrior 
Shahadeva who was advancing with the 
desire of slaying Drona. 


2. Shahadeva, also Piercing the son of 
Radha with nine arrows, Pierced him 


apain in that encounter with nine straight 
(shafts). 


3- Karna (also) pierced him in return 
with a hundred straight arrows and then 
with great light-handedness quickly cut off 
his stringed bow. 3 









4. Thereupon the puissant son of Madri, 
taking up another bow, pierced Karna with 
twenty shafts and this appeared wonderful, 


5. (Then) Karna, having destroyed his 
horses with straight shafts, quickly sent his 
charioteer, with a broad-headed dart, to 
the abode of Yama. 


6. Made car-less (thus), Shahadeva then 
took up a scimitar and a shield, But 
(Karna) cut off those (things) also with a 
smile. 


7. Thereupon the highly-puissant Shaha- 
deva, in that engagement, hurled a heavy 
and formidable mace, ornamented with 
gold, at the car of the son of Vikartana. 


8. Karna, however, cut off with shafts 
that mace which, hurled by the Shahadeva, 
was making for him with great force and 
caused it to fall on the ground. 


9. Seeing that his mace was cut off, 
Shahadeva, with great haste, hurled a dart 
at Karna. But that too was cut off with 
arrows (by Karna). 


10. The son of Madri, then, speedily 
jumping down from his excellent car and 
burning with indignation, as it were, at the 
sight of Karna stationed (before him), 


II. And taking up acar-wheel, dis- 
charged it at the son of Adhiratha. ‘That 
(wheel), which was careering impetuously 


(towards him), like the upraised wheel of 
Death, 


12, Was cut off by the charioteer’s son 
with many thousands arrows. ‘he car- 


wheel being thus cut to pieces, Shahadeva 
then, O worshipful sire, 


13—14. Aiming at Karna, hurled at 
him the shaft of his car, the harnesses of 
his steeds, the yokes of cars, the limbs of 
elephants and horses and also dead human 
bodies. (But) Karna destroyed all these 
with shafts. Well aware that he had no 


weapons (to fight with), the son of Madri, 
that is, 


15. Shahadeva, resisted with arrows (by 
Karna) withdrew from the battle. The 
son of Radha, (however), pursuing (and 
overtaking) him quickly in a moment, O 
best of the Bharatas, 


16. Addressed these very cruel words 
with a smile, to Shahadeva :—“ O hero, 
do not engage in fight with Superior Cat- 
Warriors. 

17. O son of Madri, you ought to fight 
with your equals (only). Do not mistrust 


my words.” Then touching him with the 
end of his bow, ke said again— 


18. “Yonder Arjuna is fighting resolutely 
with the Kurus, O son of Madri, either 
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go there or return home, which ever you 
like.” 

19. Having addressed him thus, Karna, 
the foremost of car-warriors, advanced smil- 
ingly against the troops of the Panchala 
king. 

20. Remembering the words of Kunti, 
that mighty car-warrior and slayer of foes 
in battle, firm in truth, did not, O king, 
slay the son of Madri though he could 
‘do so. 


at. With his mind ill at ease, afflicted | 


with darts and smitten with the words of 
Karna (poignant) as darts, Shahadeva lost 
all love for life. 

22. (And) that great car-warrior in that 


battle, with great haste mounted the car į 


of Janamejaya, the high-souled Panchala. 


Thus ends the one hundred and sixty- 
seventh chapter the flight of Sahadeva 
in the Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXVIILI. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. The king of Madra, with a down-pours 
of arrow, covered on all sides Virata, who, 
accompanied by his division, was proceed- 
ing quickly for (the slaughter of) Drona. 

2. (And) between those two strong bow- 
men ensued a battle, O king, like that 
which had taken place between Vali and 
Vasava in days of yore. 


3. The king of Madra, O great monarch, 
displaying great alacrity, quickly wounded 
Virata, the chief of a great force, with 
straight arrows. 


4. King (Virata also) pierced him in 
return with nine sharpened arrows, again 
with seventy-three and once more with a 
hundred. 

5. The king of Madra, (also) destroying 
the four horses of his car, cut down with 
two shafts, in that engagement, the umbrella 
and the standard (of Virata). 

6. That lord of the earth (f.e., Virata) 
jumping down from nis car, the steeds of 
which were destroyed, stood, drawing his 
bow and shooting keen darts. 

Witnessing the destruction of his 
brother’s steeds, Satanika quickly came up 
(there),.in the very sight of all the troops. 


8. That lord of the earth, that is, the 
king of Madra, having with numerous 








shafts pierced Satanika who was advaricing 
Cgaini him), sent him to the abode of 
ama. 3 


9. The heroic (Satanika) being slain, 
Virata, the chief of a great force, (abandon- 
ing his steed-less car, ascended to that (of 
his brother). 


to. Then, his eyes rolling (in ire) and 
his strength doubled with indignation, (he) 


| quickly covered the car of the king of 


Madra with arrows. 


11. Therefore the king of Madra, in- 
flamed with wrath, struck Virata, the - chief 
of a large force, furiously in the chest with 
a hundred straight arrows. 


12. The mighty car-warrior Virata thus 
pierced home by the puissant (Salya) sat 
down on the terrace of hiscar and soon 
fainted away. 


13. His charioteer then bore him (i. ê. 
Virata) away who was mangled with arrows 
in battle. Then, O Bharata, during that 
night, that large army (of Virata) began to 
take to flight. 


14. Slaughtered with hundreds of arrows 
by Salya, that ornament of battle, witness- 
ing the flight of that army, Vasudeva and 
Dhananjaya, 

15. Came to that spot, O king of kings, 
where Salya was. Against them both, O 
king, advanced Alamvusa, the lord of the 
Rakshasas, 

16. Riding on an excellent eight-wheel- 
ed car drawn by terrible-looking Pishachas 
having faces like those of cows. 

17. That terrible car was furnished 
with blood-red banners, adorned with gar- 
lands made of black iron, and covered with 
bear skins. 

18. And it was furnished with a tall stan- 
dard on which sat a fierce vulture of spotted 
wings, having eyes wide open and shrieking 
incessantly. 

19. That Rakshasa, who, O monarch, 
looked like a loose heap of antimony, check- 
ed the advancing Arjuna as the (mountain 
Meru (resists) a hurricane, 


20. By incessant discharges of arrows, 
O king, on the head of Arjuna. ‘The batte 
that commenced between the man (i. e. 
Arjuna) and the Rakshasa was exceedingly 
hot and furious, j 


21. Causing delight to all the. lookers 
on there, O Bharata, and filling the vul- 
tures and the crows and the ravens and the 
owls and the Kankas and the jackals with 
joy. 

22. Arjuna, (then), struck Alamvusa 
with his arrows and with ten keen darts cul 
down his standard. 3 
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23. (And) with three darts he cut off his 
charioteer, with three more his Trivenu, 


with one his bow and with four his horses. 


24. (The Rakshasa) took up another 
stringed bow again but (Arjuna) cut it off 
in two fragments. Then O foremost of the 
Bharatas, with four sharpened arrows, 


25. Theson of Pritha pierced the lord 
of:the Rakshasas, who, thus pierced, took 
to flight in terror. Having defeated him, 
Arjuna quickly advanced towards Drona, 


26. Discharging numerous arrows, O 
king, at men, elephants and horses. O 
mighty monarch, slaughtered by that re- 
nowned Pandava, 


27. The soldiers fell down like trees levell- 
ed (on the ground) by a storm. Thus 
‘slaughtered by that renowned Pandava all 
the soldiers (of your son) ran away like a 
terror-stricken herd of deer. _ 


Thus ex: one hundred and sixty-eighth 
chapter the defeat of Alamvusa, in the 
‘Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXIX. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. O Bharata, your son Chitrasena with- 
stood Satanika, the son of Nakula, who 
was consuming your troops with keen 
arrows. 


2. The son of Nakula pierced Chitra- 
pena with five arrows. He (z.e., Chitrasena) 
also piereed him (ż.e., Satanika) in return 
with ten sharpened arrows. 


3. Once again, in that engagement 
Chitrasena, O mighty monarch, pierced 
Satanika in the chest with nine keen darts. 


4. The son of Nakula, (also), with 
straight arrows cut off his armour from 
his body, and this feat seemed marvellous. 


. His armour being cut off, your son 
© monarch, O lord of kings, looked as 
beautiful as a snake with its slough cast 
off in proper time. 

6. Then, O great king, the gon of 


Nakula, cut off, with sharpened arrows, the 
standard and the bow of that one t.e., 


Chitrasena who was exerting his utmost | 


4n that engagement. 

7. That mighty car-warrior, deprived of 
‘his: car and coat of mail and his bow cut 
of, <took up another very strong bow 
pable of piercing every foe. 





8. Then 
warrior among the Bharatas, quickly pierced 
the son of Nakula, in battle, with KETE 
arrows. 


inflamed 
horses and also the charioteer of Chitrasena 
O Bharata. 


his 
Chitrasena) quickly mounted on the car of 
the high-souled son of Hridika. 


covered 
who, followed by his army, was advancing 
against Drona. 
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Chitrasena, that 


great car- 


g. The highly powerful Satanika, then 
with wrath, destroyed the four 


10. Jumping down from his car, the 


highly-renowned Chitrasena, possessed of 


(great) strength, oppressed the son of 
Nakula with twenty-five arrows, 
11. When he (2. e. Chitrasena) was 


achieving this feat, the son of Nakula, in 
that engagement, cut off, with a cresent- 
shaped arrow, his shaft furnished with gold. 


12. His bow cut off, and deprived of 


car, steeds and charioteer, he (č. e. 


13. Then, O great king, Vrishasena, 
that great car-warrior Drupada, 


14. Wajnasena also, © lord, pierced 
in that battle, that mighty car-warrior, the 
son of Karna, in the arm and the chest 
with six arrows. 


15. Thereupon inflamed with wrath, 
Vrishasena soon struca Yajnasena, station= 
ed on his car, in thecentre of his chest 
with numerous arrows. 


16. O great king, those two heroes 
mangled with shafts and their bodies look- 
ing prickly with the darts sticking to them, 
looked beautiful like a couple of hedge- 
hogs with their quills erect on their bodies, 
in that encounter. 


17. Covered all over with blood flowing 
from the wounds caused by straight-arrows 
furnished with golden wings and keen 
points, those two warriors in that greit 
engagement, looked beautiful, 


18. Like a pair of highly graceful and 
radiant Kalpa trees or a couple of Kinsuka 
trees rich with their burden of flowers. 


.19. Vrishasena then, O king, having 
pierced Drupada with nine arrows, pierced 

im again with seventy, and once more with 
another three shafts. 


20. Then, discharging thousands 0} 
arrows in that battle, the son of Karnaf 
O mighty monarch, looked like cloud pour- 
ing torrents of rain. 


21. Thereupon, Drupada, excited with 
wrath, cut off the bow of Vrishasena -into 
fragments by means of a sharpened and 
wellstempered broad-headed arrow. 


22. -He (then) taking up another new 
and strong bow, plaited with geld, .and 
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taking out of his quiver a shinning, well- 
fee strong, keen and broad-headed 
art, 


23. And adjusting it to the string and 


aiming at Drupada, and drawing (his bow- | Dussasana inthe fore-head with three ar- 


string) up to the very ear, discharged it, 
striking terror into (the hearts of all the 
Somakas. 


24.° (That dart) riving his heart penetra- 


¿ted into the earth. he king (Drupada), 


thus wounded by Vrishasena, with dart, 
fell into a swoon. 


25. Remembering the duty of (all) cha- 
rioteers, his driver bore him away. O lord 
of kings, that great car-warrior among the 
Panchalas being (thus) defeated, 


26. All the warriors (on your side), on 
that frightful night, rushed against the 
army of Drupada having their coats of 
mail cut to pieces with arrows (of the 
enemy). 

27. In virtue of the (lusture of the) lamps 


abandoned (by the combatants), and which 
were burning all around, the field shone 


resplendant like the cloud-less firmament į 


studded with planets and stars. 


28. Similarly, O great king, (strewn all 
over) with the fallen Angadas of the com- 
batants, the field looked beautiful like a 
(mass of) clouds (enlivened) with flashes of 
lightning during the rainy season. 


zy, Then, seized with the fear of the son 
of Karna, (the Panchala troops) ran away 
yr all directions as the Danavas agitated 
with the fear of Indra (had fled away) 
inthe battle between the gods and the 
Asuras. 2 

go. Crushed in that battle by him (i. e. 
Vrishasena) the Panchalas together with 
the Somakas, illuminated by lamps, shone 
resplendent. 

31. Having, O Bharata, defeated them 
in battle, the son of Karna, looked like the 
sun of scorching rays when he reaches the 
meridian. 

32. Amongst the thousands of kings be- 
longing to your party and that of your 


‘enemy, the puissant Vrishasena alone stood 


(on the field) like the blazing fire. 


33. Having vanquished (innumerable) 
horses as well as those great car-warriors 
the Somakas, he (i. e. Vrishasena) has- 
tened to the spot where king Yudhisthira 


was. 


34. Your son Dusasana stood against 
that mighty car-warrior, the advancing 
Prativindhya, consuming his enemies in 
battle. 

35. O king, the clash between them 
looked as marvellous as that between 
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Mercury and Venus in 
sky. 


36. In (that) battle, Prativindhya, wko 
was achieving frightful feats, was pierced by 


the cloudless 


rows. 


37. Pierced deeply by that powerful 
bowman, that is, your son, Prativindhya, O 
mighty monarch, looked like a mountain 
furnished with a peak. 


38. The great car-warrior Prativindhya 
(also), in (that) battle, having pierced Dus- 
sasana with nine arrows, pierced him again 
with seven, 


39- There, O Bharata, your son perform- 
sd a difficult feat in as much as he struck 
down the steeds of Prativinghya with fierce 
shafts. 


4o. (He then), with a broad-headed 
shaft, O king, struck down the charioie:c 
and the standard and cut off into minute 
fragments the car of that bowman. 


4t. (And), inflamed with rage (he) cut 
off into very small fragments, with straight 
arrows, the flags, the quivers, the strings 
and the terraces, O lord, (of Prativindhya,s 
car, 


42. Made car-less, the virtuous-souled 
(Prativindhya) stood, bow in hand, and 
fought with your son by discharging many 
hundreds of shafts. 


(Your son, then,) with (great) nim- 
bleness of hand cut off his bow witha razor- 
shaped arrow and then smote that one 
whose bow was cut off, with ten darts. 

44. Witnessing that (sad) plight that 
their brother was in, his brothers, who were 
great car-warriors, followed by a large 
army, rushed furiously to that place. 

45. He then mounted the resplendant 
car of Sutasoma, and O great king, taking 
up a bow, pierced your son. 

46. Thereupon, all your warriors sur- 
rounding your son (in order to protect him) 
and followed by a great force, rushed 
(against the Pandavas). 

47. Then, at that frightful hour of mid- 
night, there commenced an encounter swell- 
ing (the population of) Yama’s domains 
between your (army) and theirs. 

Thus ends the one hundred and sixty- 
ninth chapter, the fight by Satanika and 
others in the Ghatotkacha:badha of the 
Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTER CLXX. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


The son of Suvala (7, e. Sakuni), excited 
with wrath, rushed agrinst Nakula who was 
slaughtering your troops with (great) impe- 
tuousity in battle, and said (to him) “wait, 
wait.” 


2. Those two heroes, between whom was 
excited a bitter enmity, desirous of slaying 
each other, struck each other with arrows 
discharged (from their bows) drawn to their 
fullest stretch. 


3. In (that) battle, O king, the son of 
Suvala displayed as much dexterity in dis- 
charging IE of arrows as Nakula (god). 


4. With a-rows sticking (to their bodies) 
like prickly thi rns, they, O mighty monarch, 
looked, in (that) engagement, like a couple 
of porcupines with erect quills. 


_ 5. ‘heir coats of mail cut off with shafts 
having straight points and wings of gold, 
and themselves covered all over with blood, 
(those two heroes) looked as beautiful as 


_6. A fair of beautiful Kalpa trees ora 
couple of handsome Kinsuka trees laden 
with flowers, on the field of battle. 


7. Then, O great king, both the heroes 
ierced with shafts (sticking to their bodies) 
ooked beautiful like a couple of Salmali 

trees (covered) with prickly thorns. 

8. O king, looking delightedly at each 

other with expanded eyes which. became red 


in wrath, they seemed to consume each 
Other (with their fiery glances). 


9. Inflamed with wrath, your brother- 
in-iaw, pierced, as it were with a smile, the 
son of adriin the chest with keen and 


barbed dart. 


10. Beholding his bitter and haughty 
foe in that (pitiable) plight, Sakuni roared 
there like the clouds at the end of summer. 


12. Then, Nakula, the son of Pandu, 
recovering his senses, once again rushed 
against the son of Suvala like Death itself 
with gaping mouth. 


13. He, (then), O best of the Bharatas, 
wrathfully pierced Sakuni with six (arrows), 
and again with a hundred long shafts, in 
the centre of the chest. 


14. (He then cut off) his bow with the 
arrow fixed (on the string) into two frag- 
ments, at the point at which it is grasped. 
(Then), quickly cutting: off his standard, 


(he) caused it to fall from his car to the 


go 
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15. Nakula, the son of Pandu, (then), 
having pierced his thigh with a sharpened, 
will tempered and keen dart, 


16. Causedhim him to fall down asa 
hunter (causes) a winged hawk to drop 
down. O great king, (thus) pierced deeply, 
he sank down on the terrace of his car, 


17. Clasping the flag-staff, like a lustful 
person (embracing) his lady-love. O sin- 
less one, seeing your brother-in-law lose 
his senses and drop down 


| 18. His charioteer quickly carried him 
away on his car from the van of battle. 
Then sons of Pritha and all those who 
followed them gave utterance to a loud roar. 


19. Onthe defeat of his foe in -battle, 
Nakula, the scorchcr of foes, said to his 
charioteer ‘‘convey me towards Drona’s 
division.” 

20. Hearing those words of the son of 
| Madri, his charioteer, conveyed him to the 
spot where, O king, Drona took his stand, 


21. Kripa, the son of Saradwata, 
rushed with great impetuosity and resolute- 
ness, against the highly-powerful Sikhandi 
who was advancing in order to slay Drona’, 


22. Sikhandi, the subduer of foes, pierced 
as it were with a smile the son of Goutama 
advancing furiously (against him) towards 
the vicinity of Drona, with nine arrows. 


ee 


23. The preceptor, devoted to the wel- 
fare of your sons, having, O great monarch, 
pierced him with five shafts, struck him 
again with twenty (more). 


24. (Then), O lord of the earth, the en- 
counter that ensued between them was as 
as dreadful as that between the (Asura) 
Samvara and the lord of the immortals in 


the war between the celestials and the 
Asuras. 


25. Invincible in battle, those two heroic 
and great car-warriors covered the firma- 
ment with arrowy nets like the clouds 
(covering the sky) at the end of summer. 


26. That night which was _ naturall 
of a terrible aspect became more dreadful, 


best of the Bharatas, to the combatants en- 
gaged in battle. 


27—28. That awfully-dreadful night, 
striking terror (into every heart) seemed to 
be the death-night (of all the combatants). 
Then, O great monarch, Shikandi cut off 
the great bow of the son of Goutama with a 
crescent-shaped !(dart) and poured down 
sharpened arrows (at him). Kripa, then, 
O monarch, excited with rage, hurled. a 
formidable dart, 


29. Furnished with a golden handle, 
having. a keen point and polished -by a 
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black-smith. (But) Shikhandin severed it, 


f ; i on the field of battle. As the sun dispels 
as it was making for him, with ten darts. 


dense darkness hanging all over, 
















5. So that pitchy darkness pervading 
the field of battle was destroyed by those. 
blazing lamps. The firmament, the earth, 
the cardinal and the minor points, 


46. (Hitherto) buried in darkness and 
dust, again blazed up with the lustre (of 
those lamps). The lusture of weapons, 
armours and gems belonging to the high- 
souled (combatants) 


47. Was cast into shade by the light of 
those blazing (lamps), when, during that 
night, the hattle was raging hot and 
furious, 


48. No one of the combatants could 
distinguish the men of his party, O Bharata. 
(And) O best of the Bharatas, in (that) 
battle, father killed (his) son, 


49. Son (his) father, and kinsmen (killed’ 
kinsmen, friends (slew) friends, and mater: 
nal uncles (killed) sisters’ sons, ; through 
ignorance. 


so. (And) O Bharata, warriors killed 
warriors of the same party and enemies 
killed their own men. O king, in that awful 
nocturnal engagement (the combatants) 
lost all regard for one another. i 

Thus ends the one hundred and seventieth 
chapter, the hand to hand nocturnal fight, 
in ihe Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona 
Parva., 


30. That dart, ornamented with gold, 
dropped down to the ground. Thereupon, 
the son of Goutama, that best of speakers, 
taking up a fresh bow, 


31. Covered Shikhandin,O great monarch, 
with sharpened arrows. (Thus) covered 
(with shafts) by the high-souled son of 
Goutama in that battle, 


32. Shikhandin, the foremost of car-warri- 
ors, sank down exhausted on the terrace of 
his car. Kripa, the son of Saradwata, 
seeing himself exhausted in that engage- 
tent, 


33. Struck him with numerous arrows, 
© Bharata, (actuated) with the desire of 
slaying him. Witnessing the defeat of that 

reat car-warrior, the son of Jajnasena in 
Battle, 


34. The Panchalas as well as the Soma- 
kas surrounded him on all sides (for rescuing 
him). In like manner, your sons also sur- 
rounded that excellent Brahmana, 


35. Witha vast force. Then, there took 
place a battle again, O king, between car- 
warriors engaged in striking one another. 


36. And O lord .of the earth, O 
Bharata, there arose a tumultuous uproar, 
like the, roar of the clouds, as the horse- 
ntin and elephants rushed against 


And slaughtered one another. The 
battle, then, O monarch, became terrific. 
In consequence of the tread of foot-soldiers 


rushing along, the earth, CHAPTERCLXXI 


38. O great king, began to tremble like 
an affrighted lady. Ascending their cars, 
car-warriors rushed furiously against, 


39—40. And, O king, attacked numer- 
ous (other car-warriors), as crows (attack) 
winged insects. In the same manner, 
elephants, with the juice trickling down 
their bodies, resolutely attacked great ele- 
phants (of the opposite: side) with juice 
trickling down their bodies, O Bharata. 
Horsemen approaching horsemen and foot- 
soldiers (approaching) foot soldiers, 


41—42. In that battle, angrily encoun- 
tered one another, without getting the 
better of one another. ‘Terrific indeed was 
the sound caused by the rush, retreat and 
return of the combatants at dead of night. 
{Innumerable) blazing lamps placed upon 
cars, elephants and horses, 

43. Looked, O great king, like large 
meteors dropping from the firmament. 
foremost of the naratas, that night blazed 


(GHATOTKACHA-BAD HA PARVA.— 
Continued 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then, O mighty monarch, when the 
battle raged hot and furious Dhrista- 
dyumna rushed against Drona. 


2. Wielding his strong bow and twang- 
ing its string often and often, he rushed 
against rona’s chariot decked with golden 
trappings. id 

And as Dhristadyumna rushed 
against Drona, O mighty monarch, the 
Panchalas together with the Pandavas Sur- 
rounded him, with a view to put an end to 
Drona’s life. 


4. Then beholding that foremost of pre- 
ceptors Drona, thus hemmed in on all sides, 
your sons, exerting their best, protected 
Drona in that battle. 


up by those lamps, 5. Then those two sea of troops encoun- 
44. Looked as (bright as) day, O king; tering each other at the dead of night resem- 
38 
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‘bled two dreadful seas agitated by the tem- 
pest with ail the creatures within them 
dreadfully terrified. 


6. Thereafter, O king, the prince of the 
Panchalas quickly pierced Drona on the 
breast with five arrows, and then uttered his 
war-cry. 

7. Thereupon, O Bharata, Drona pier- 
cing him with twenty-five shafts, cut off his 
lustrous bow with another broad-headed 
shalt. 


8. Pierced sore by Drona, Dhristadyum- 
na, O foremost of the Bharatas, threw 
quickly aside the (severed) bow and bit his 
I'ps (in anger). 

9. Then, O mighty monarch, excited to 
the highest pitch of fury, the puissant 
Dhristadyumna grasped another strong 
bow, desirous of accomplishing Drona’s 
destruction. 


10. That handsome warrior, the slayer 
of his foes, then drawing back the string of 
that bow to his ears, let go a dreadful 
‘shaft capable of achieving Drona’s des- 
truction, 


tr. In that terrible battle that shaft, 
shot by his strong arm, flooded the Kuru 
troops with its lustre like the risen sun. 


12. Beholding that dreadful shaft, O 
king, the Gods, the Danavas and the Gan- 
dharvas said these words vis ‘May good 
betide Drona,” 


} 13. Then as that shaft coursed towards 
the chariot of Drona, O king, Karna like 
one endued with great lightness of hands, 
Cut it off into twelve fragments. 


+ 14. O king, that shaft of Dhristadyumna 
severed into numerous pieces, quickly fell 
down on the earth like, O sire, a snake 
without its poisonous fangs. 


15. In that battle, cutting off arrows with 
his own close-knotted shafts, Karna then 
began to pierce Dhrishtadyumna with sharp 
arrows. 


16. Drona’s son pierced Dhristadyumna 
with five, Drona himself with five, Salya 
with nine and Dussasana with three vallas. 


17. Duryodhana pierced him with 
twenty and Sakuni with five arrows. Thus 
all the mighty car-warriors (of your army) 
quickly pierced the Panchala prince. 


_ 18. Dhristadyumna was then pierced by 
the seven heroes who strove to protect Drona 
in battle. He also in his turn, pierced each 
of them with three shafts. 


19. O mighty monarch, with the greatest 
quickness, Dhristadyumna then pierced 
- Drona, Karna, Drona’s son and your son, 
ter Geen rible. itle. S 
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20. Thus pierced by that bowman, your’ 
warriors again unitedly pierced Dhrista- 
dyumna in that battle, uttering terrible war- 
cries. 


21. Inflamed with fury, O king, Druma- 
sena then pierced Dhristadyumna with an 
arrow, and then again quickly piercing the 
latter with sharp shafts he said—wait 


wait.” 
22. Dhristadyumna pierced him in 
return with three sharp straight-fying 


arrows, winged with golden feathers, whet- 
ted on stone and capable of destroying life. 


23. Next with another broad-headed 
shaft, he lopped off from Drumasena’s 
trunk, his head graced with glimmering ear- 
tings of gold. 


24. That head with its lips bitten, tnen 
fell on the field like a ripe palm-fruit thrown 
down by a raging tempest. 


25. Thereafter the heroic Dhristadyum- 
na piercing his opponent warriors with 
well-sharpened shalts, cut off with broad- 
headed arrows, the bow of Radha’s son 
versed in various modes of war-fare. 


26. But Karna did not brook that 
severance of his bow even asa fierce liom 
does not brook the chopping off of its tail. 


27. Taking up another bow, with eyes 
red in rage and breathing fiercely, he poured 
a shower of arrows on the highly puissant 
Dhristadyunmna. 


28. Then beholding Karna wrougnt up 
with rage, the other six heroic foremost car- 
warriors, quickly surrounded the son the 
Panchala king with a view to slay him in 
battle. 


29. O lord, the troops then considered 
Dhristadyumna to be already within the 
jaws of Death, as he was then confronted by 
the six foremost car-warriors of your army. 


go. Atthis juncture, Satyaki that scion 
of the Dasarha race, advanced to the rescue 
of the puissant Dhristadyumna, shooting 
numerous arrows (in all directions). 


31. Beholding that Satwata warrior 
indomitable in battle advance, Radha's son 
pierced him in battle, with ten shafts. 


32. Him, O mighty monarch, Satyaki 
Pierced in return withten shafts before the 
eyes of all the heroes present and said— 
‘Fly not—stay.” 


33. O king, that encounter between the 
powerful Satyaki and the high-souled Karna 
looked like the encounter between Vali and 
Vasava. 


34. That foremost of the Kshatriyas 
Satyaki, then pierced the lotus-eyed Karna 


el 


DRONA 


terrifying the Kshatriya warriors with the 


clatter of his car. 


On the other hand, O mighty 
monarch the puissant son of Suta fought 
on with Satyaki, causing the earth to trem- 
ble with the tremendous twang on his bow. 


36. Karna then pierced that scion of 


Sini’s race with Vipatkarnis, Narachas, 
Vatsadantas, Kshuras and hundreds of 


other kinds of arrows. 


So also Yuyudhana that foremost 
of the Vrishni warriors, covered Karna with 
his shower of arrows. The combat was an 
equal one (in all respects). 

38. Placing Karna in front of them, 
your sons then, O ruler of men, began to 
pierce Satyaki simultaneously with sharp 
arrows. 


39. Baffling their as well as Karna’s 


weapons with those of his own, O lord, 


Satyaki quickly pierced Vrishasena on the 
centre of his chest. 

40. Pierced with the shaft of Satyaki, 
the highly effulgent and puissant Vrishasena 
fell down on his car, losing hold of his bow. 

41. Thereupon Karna taking Vrishasena 
the mighty car-warrior to be slain, was 
afflicted with grief on account of his son’s 
death, and began to afflict Satyaki. 

42. The mignty car-warrior Yuyudhana 
then afflicted soreby Karna, forcibly pierced 
Karna with numerous shafts over and over 
again. 

43. Piercing Karna with ten and 
Vrishasena with five shafts, the Satwata 
hero then cut off their bow:as well as their 
gloves. 

44. Thereupon they both having strung 
another pair of bows dreadful to the foe, 
began simultaneously to pierce Yuyudhana 
with sharp arrows. 

45. When that dreadful destruction of 
heroes was progressing, O king, the terrible 
twang of the Gandiva bow was heard, 
arising above the din of battle. 

46. Having heard the sound of the 
Gandiva and the clatter of (Arjuna’s) car, 
O king Suta’s son addressing Duryodhana 
said these words :— 

47. ‘This is the tremendous twang of 


` the Gandiva bow, emmitted by Arjuna, as 


he has slain our entire army, many foremost 
of men and numerous warriors of the 
Kurus. 

48. The clatter of his chariot is also 
heard, like the rumble of roaring clouds. 
Evidently the son of Pandu is achieving 
feats worthy of himself. 


49. O mighty monarch, this son of Pritha 
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will completely crush our mighty host. 
Many troops are already scattered, and 
none stays on the field. 


_50. Our host is being shattered like 
risen masses of clouds by the raging tem- 
pest ; encountering Savyasachin in battlé, 
it is being split like a bark on a (rough) sea. 

51. Hark, O king, the terrible wails of 
foremost warriors as they fly or fali in 
battle in consequence of shafts shot from 
the Gandiva bow. 


52. Hark, O foremost of monarchs, the 
roar of drums near Arjuna’s chariot, re- 
sembling the rumble of clouds at the dead 
of night. 


53. Hear also, numerous sounds, cries 
of woe and alas, and loud war-cries, near 
the chariot of Arjuna. 


54. But here in our middle stays Satyaki 
the foremost of the Satwatas; if this object 
of our aim could be smitten down, we might 
obtain victory over our foes. 


55. There the Panchala Prince surround- 
ed on all sides by heroic and foremost of 
car-warriors, has engaged himself with 
Drona. : 

56. If we can slay Satyaki and Prisata’s 
son Dhristadyumna,then,O mighty monarch, 
undoubtedly victory will be ours. 

57. Impaling these two heroic and 
mighty cat-watriors, the descendants of 
the Vrishni and the Prisata race respectively, 
like the son of Subhadra, we will, O king 
strive to slay them. 

58. But yonder comes Savyasachin, O 
Bharata, towards this division of Drona 
knowing that Satyaki is here encountered 
by many foremost warriors of the Kurus. 

59. Let now a detachment of mighty 
and foremost car-warriors intercept Pritha’s 
son, so that he may not advance .to the 
rescue of Satyaki now sorrounded by many. 

60. Let those mighty heroes be quick 
in shooting their arrows, S9 that this scion 
of Madhu’s race may be despatched to the 
next world.” 

61. Knowing this to be the opinion o, 
Karna, your son addressed Suvala’s son 
even as the highly illustrious Indra address- 
ed Vishnu, on the field of battle. 

“Supported by a host of ten thousand 
= Se elephants and also bya detach- 
ment of ten thousand car-watriors, do you 
proceed against Dhananjaya. 

63. Dussasana, Durbisaha, Suvahu and 
Duspradharsana, these supported by nume- 
rous bodies of infantry will follow you. 

64. O my uncle, slay me those fierce 
bowmen, the two Krishnas, the very virtuous 
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king Yudhisthira, and Nakula, and Saha- 
deva and Pandu’s son Bhimasena. 


65. My hopes of victory rest on you as 
those of the gods rest on their lord Indra, 
© uncle, slay the sons of Kunti, even as 
Pabaka’'s son slew the Asuras.” 


66. Thus addressed and urged on by 
your son, he (Suvala’s son) covered in 
mail, proceeded against the sons of Pritha, 
being himself supported by your sons and 
a large army. 


67. In order to please your son he pro- 
ceeded to battle, desirous of consuming the 
sons of Pandu. Then commenced a terrible 
battle between your warriors and the foe. 


68—69. When, O king, Suvala’s son 
had gone against the (main) army of the 
Pandavas, the son of Suta supported by.a 
mighty force, quickly rushed upon the 
Satwata hero in battle, shooting many hun- 
dreds of shafts. Your troops then gathering 
together encompassed Satyaki. 


jo. The son of Bharadwaja also advan- 
ing against Dhristadyumna’s car com- 
menced at that night, O foremost of 
Bharatas, a most terrible and wonderful 
battle-with the heroic Dhristadyumna and 
the Panchalas. 


Thus ends the one hnndred anid seventy- 
first chapter, the fierce fight, in the Ghatot- 
kacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXIL 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Coutinued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then all those royal warriors of your 
army, all indomitable in battle, furiously 
tushed against Yuyudhana’s chariot, unable 
to brook his feats, 


2, Those warriors then surrounded on 
all sides the Satwata hero, with duly- 
equipped chariots decked with gold and 
gems, and with horsemen and elephants. 


3. Having thus impaled the Satwata 
hero, all those mighty warriors filled the 
directions of the compass with the echo of 
their war-cries, 


4. Then those mighty heroes, desirous 
of achieving the slaughter of that scion of 
Madhu’s race, began to pour showers of 
sharp arrows on Satyaki of infallible prow- 
ess, 


5: Beholding then those horoe: 
towards himself in fury, that a 


4 
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indefatigable warrior, 
versed in 
endued with great lightness of hands,rushed 
upon Yuyudhana. 


race pierced Duryodhana 
shafts shot from 


capable of drinking the blood and mangl- 
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hostile heroes, that mighty-armed grand- 
son of Sini, received them with 
discharge of arrows. 


a copious 


6. Then that mighty bowman, the heroic 


Satyaki of indomitable prowess, bega 
lop off the heads of his foes with Piers 
shafts of depressed knots. 


7. That scion of Madhu’s race then 


severed with his razor-edged arrows, the 
trunks of elephants, ‘ 
and the arms of warriors decked with brace- 
lets. ‘ 


the necks of horses 


8. The earth then over-strewn with 


shattered yak-tails and white umbrellas, 
looked, O king, 
bespangled firmament. 


as beautiful as the star. 


9. Thus when they were being this 


slaughtered by Yuyudhana in battle, O 
Bharata, a tumultuous uproar 
there like the yell or bewailing of ghosts. 


was heard 


to. With that terrible uproar the earth 


was filled andthe night appeared to be 
more hedious and more frightful. 


11. Beholding the army routed and 


afflicted by the arrows of Yuyudhana, and 


hearing in that nightly darkness that tree 
mendous and horripilating uproar, 
12. Your son that foremost of car- 


worrior, O king, addressing his charioteer 
thus repeatedly spoke :—''Drive, drive the 
steeds to the spot whence this tumult is 
proceeding.” 


that resolute bowman that 
king Duryodhana 
modes of warfare and 


13. Then 


various 


14. Thereupon that scion of Madhu’s 
with twelve 
a full-drawn bow and 


ing the skin. 


15. Duryodhana then pierced as before 
with those arrows of Sini’s grandson, angrily 
pierced the latter with ten shafts in return. 


16. Meanwhile the battle that was being 
fought between the Panchalas and your 
troops, presented a wonderful and charming, 
aspect. 


17. © Bharata, then the grandson of 
Sini, worked up with rage, pierced your 
mighty son with a group of eighty shafts 
on the chest. 


18. Thereafter that slayer of foes des- 
patched to the abode of Death the horses of 
Duryodhana and he also felled quickly the 
charioteer of the latter. 


19. © ruler of men, remaining in that 
steedless car, your son began to discharge 
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.sharp arrows towards the car of Sini’s 


grandson. 

20. Then like one endued with great 
lightness of hands, Sini’s grandson, O king, 
cut off the group of fifty arrows shot by 


your son in that battle. 


21. The descendant of Madhu’s race 
then cut off the mighty bow of your son 


neat the grasp, with broad-headed arrows 


shot with great force, 


22. Deprived of his car and his bow, 
that lord, that ruler of all men, quickly 
ascended the resplendent car of Krita- 
varman. 


23. When Duryodhana had been com- 
pelled to turn‘ his face away from the 
battle, the grandson of Sini in that night 
began to crush your troops, O ruler of 
men. 


24, O king, meanwhile Sakuni surround- 
ing Arjuna on all sides with countless cars 
and thousands of elephants, 


25. And an equal number of horses, 
began furiously to assault him. His troops 
then began to discharge many celestial 
weapons against Arjuna. 


26—28. Those Kshatriyas then urged 
on by fate fought on with Arjuna. Arjuna. 
however single-handedly checked those 
thousands of chariots, elephants and horses 
and finally compelled them to turn back. 
Then Suvala’s son with eyes coppery in 
rage and excited to the highest pitch of 
fury, pierced with twenty shafts that slayer 
of foes namely the puissant Arjuna. Then 
again he impeded the course of Arjuna’s 
mighty car with a group of hundred arrows. 


29. Him, O Bharata, Arjuna pierced in 
battle with a set of twenty shafts, and the 
other mighty bowmen of his division with 
three shafts each. 


30. O monarch, baffling the countless 
shafts shot by his foes, Dhananjaya slew 
the warriors of your army with excellent 
shafts charged with the force of the 
thunder. 


gt. The earth then covered over with 
lopped-off arms and thousands of mangled 
bodies, appeared beatiful as if covered over 
with charming flowers. 


32—33. Strewn over with heads of 
Kshatriyas—heads that were decked with 
diadems and graced with hadsome noses 
and beautiful ear-rings and nether lips bit in 
anger and wide open eyes, heads that were 
graced with collars and crowned with gems 
and which while life was in them spoke 
salutary words,—the_ earth looked beautiful 
as if strewn with hillocks covered with 


champaka flowers. 
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34 Then Vibhatsu vı fierce energy 
having achieved that dreadful feat once 
more pierced Sakuni with five arrows of 
depressed knots. 


35- He then angrily pierced Uluka in 
that battle with his arrows. ‘Thus having 
pierced Uluka even before the very eyes of 
Suvala’s son, Arjuna 


36. Uttered a mighty roar that filled the 
earth with its echo. ‘Thereafter that son of 
the foremost of celestials, cut off the bow of 
Sakuni with his arrows, 


37. And despatched the latter's four 
steeds to the kingdom of Death, ‘There- 
upon, O foremost of the Bharatas, jumping 
down from his chariot, the son of Suvala 


38. Quickly ascended the car of Uluka. 
Then those two mighty car-warriors, sire 
and son, riding on the same chariot, 


39. Began to shower arrows on Pritha’s 
son, like two risen clouds showering rain on 
the mountain-breast. ‘hereatter, O mighty 
monarch, Pandu’s son piercing them both 
with shafts, ; 


49. Began to crush your troops by 
hundreds and thousands. Just as masses 
of clouds are torn asunder by a violent 
storm, 


41. So, O ruler of men, your troops were 
then routed and dispersed by Arjuna. O 
foremost of the Bharatas, then the troops of 
your army carnaged during that night, 


42. Fled in fear in all directions looking 
at one another; some left behind their 
horses, others urged them to the top of their 
speed. 


43. They then fled away in great fright 
in that darkness of night. O foremost of the 
Bharatas, defeating your troops in battle, 


44. Vasudeva and Dhananjaya began 
to blow their conchs. Meanwhile Dhrista- 
dyumna, O king, piercing Drona with three 
shafts, 

45. Quickly cut off the latter's bowstring 
with a short arrow; thereupon Drona that 
crusher of hostile Kshatriyas, throwing that 
bow down on the ground, 


46. Took up another bow of greater 
force and toughness ; then Drona piercing 
Dhistadyumna with seven  swilt-flying 
arrows, 


47. Pierced the latter's charioteer, Oo 
foremost of the Bharatas, with five arrows. 
Then the mighty car-warrior Dhistadyumna 
checking Drona by means of his arrows, 


48. Began to agitate the Kourava host 
like Indra agitating the Asura host. O sire 
when the troops of your son were thus 
being caurnaged, 
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49. A dreadful river of boodly currents 
began to flow between the two armies, 
carrying with it slain men horses, and 
elephants, 

50. Like, O monarch, the river Vai- 
taranee carrying creatures to the abode of 
Death. Then the puissant Dhristadyumna 
completely routing that army of your son, 


51. Shone resplendent like Sakra in the 
midst of the celestial hosts. Thereafter 
Dhristadyumna and Sikhandin blew their 
mighty conchs ; 


52. So did also the twins (Nakula and 
Sahadeva), and Yuyudhana, and Pandu’s 
son Vrikodara. Having vanquished thou- 
sands of energetic kings of your army, 


53. The Pandavas ever attended with 
victory, uttered dreadful war-crie$, even 
before the eyes of your son, and Karna, 
and the heroic Drona and the son of Drona, 
O ruler of men. 


Thus ends the one hundred and seventy- 
second chapter, the pierce fight, in the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXIII. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. x 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Beholding his own army carnaged by 
high-souled warriors, your son, O ruler of 
men, was excited to the highest pitch of 
fury. 


2. Then quickly approaching Karna 
and Drona that foremost of victorious heroes, 
and burning with rage, he eloquent in 
speech, spoke these words :— 


3. ‘‘Beholding the ruler of the Sindhus 
slain in battle by Savyasachin, you two, 
filled with rage, caused this battle to go on. 


4. Though competent to slay the Pandava 
troops, still you are beholding the slaughter 
of my troops by them with great in- 
difference. : 


5—6. If you nowabandon me, you should 
have told me of it in the beginning. We 
two shall vanquish the sons of Pandu in 
battle even these were the words, you 
said to me, O you givers of honor. Hear- 
ing those words of yours, I then allowed 
these proceedings. Otherwise I would 
never have provoked these hostilities with 
- the: Parthas—hostilities that are so des- 
tructive of heroic combatants. 


7» If, O foremost of men, I do not 
deserve to be forsaken by you, then do you 
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fight according to the measure of your 
prowess, O you'that are possessed of great 
prowess.” 


8. Thus pierced with the goad of speech 
by your son, those two heroes once more 
engaged in battle like two snakes poked 
with sticks. 


9. Then those two foremost of car-war- 
riors, the best of all human bowmen,'rushed 
against the Parthas headed by the grand- 
son of Sini and others, 


1o. Similarly the Parthas supported by 
their own troops, rushed upon those two 
heroes, who were roaring repeatedly. 


11. Then the enraged Drona that best 
of all wielders of weapons, quickly pierced - 
that foremost of the descendants of Sini 
with ten sharp arrows, 


12. Karna pierced him with ten shafts, 
your son with seven, Vrishasena with ten 
and Suvala’s son with seven arrows. 


13. Those hosts of the Kurus together 
witn those warriors, began to shower arrows 
on the grandson of Sini. Then beholding 
Drona slaughter the Pandava hosts, 


I4. The Somakas from all sides began 
to pierce him with showers of arrows. Tren 
Drona snatched out of the Kshatriyas their 
lives, O ruler of men, 


15. Like the sun dispelling darkness 
with his rays. O ruler of men, when the 
Panchalas were being slaughtered by 
Drona, : 


16. A dreadful sound was heard as they 
challenged one another aloud. Some leav- 
ing their sons, some their fathers, some 
their brothers, and some their uncles, 


17. Some their nephews, some their com- 
panions and their friends, and some. their 
relatives, fled in all quickness, desirous of 
saving their own lives. 


18., Others, on the other hand, were so 
confounded that they rushed even towards 
Drona himself. Indeed many warriors of 
the Pandava host were then Pereiha to 
the other world. 


19. Thus afflicted by that high-souled 
warrior, the Pandava army began to fly, 
in all directions in that night, throwing 
down their blazing flambeaus, 


20. Even before the very sight of Bhima- 
sena, Vijaya and JAchyuta, and the twins 


and the virtuous Yudhisthira and the son o 
Prisata. : 


21. Then the troops were shrouded in: 
darkness and nothing could be discerned. 
Only the flight of the foe could be deters 
mined`through the light that the torches of 
the Kouravas shed. ; 
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42, And as the army of the Pandavas 
was routed, the mighty warriors Karna, 
and Drona, O king, pursued them from 
behind discharging numerous arrows. 

.23. When the Panchala ranks were 
broken down and reduced in number, 
Janarddana cheerless at heart addressed 
Phalguna saying :— 

24. "Let Parsata and Satyaki supported 
py the Panchala troops rush against the 
mighty Drona and Karna, shooting as they 
proceed numerous arrows. 

25. This mighty army of ours has been 
broken and routed by the showers of the 
enemies’ shafts; and though checked in their 
flight, they could’ not again be sufficiently 
rallied.” 


26. Beholding their troops fly away 
Kesava and Arjuna then addressed them 
thus :—‘ Do you not flight from fear! Dis- 
card all your fears, O Pandavas. 

27. Supported by all the troops and dis- 
posing them of in perfect order, we two 
with weapons upraised are even now dash- 
ing against’ Drona and Suta’s son with a 
view. to fight with them.” 


28, Then Janardana seeing Vrikodora 
advance, once more addressed Pandu's son 
Arjuna in these words as if for cheering 
him the while. 


29. “Yonder does the proud Bhima sup- 
ported’ by the Somakas and Pandavas rush 
furiously against Drona and Karna, those 
two fierce bow-men. 

30. Supported by these and by tke 
mighty car-warriors of the Panchalas, do 
you proceed to the fight for re-assuring your 
troops, O delighter of Pandu.” 

31. Thereafter those two foremost of 
men, the son of Pandu and the scion of 
Madhu’s race, encountering Drona and 
Karna, took up their station in the van of 
their army. 

Sainjaya Said :— — 

32. Thereupon the mighty army of 
king Yudhisthira once more returned to the 
spot where Drona and Karna where crush- 
ing their enemies. 

33. A tremendous clash was then pro- 
duce on that part of the field, like to that, O 
monarch, which takes place when two oceans 
swelling under the influence of the moon 
dash against each other. 

34. Then your soldiers throwing aside 
the flambeaus, with both their hands fought 
furiously with the Pandavas, like so many 
mad people. 

When the field was thus covered 
with nocturnal darkness and dust, the com- 
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batants fought during that dreadful battle, 
guided only by the names they uttered (in 
their challenge, 


36. The names of contending kings as - 
they challenged one another were then heard 
there, O king, like to what takes places 
during a Sayamvara, 


37. Sometimes an awful silence reigned 
over the field ; next moment there was heard 
a tremendous din caused by enraged con- 
tending warriors and by the victorious and 
the vanquished. 


38. Whereever the flambeaus were seen 
to blaze, thither the combatants rushed, like 
so many insects rushing upon a flame of 
light. 

39. Thus when the Kouravas and the 
Pandavas were fighting with one another 
the dreadful night deepened into deadness, 
O Bharata. 

Thus ends the one hundred and seventy- 
third chapter, the fierce fight, in the Ghatot- 
kacha-badha of the Drana Parva. u 


CHAPTER CLXXIV. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— jon 

1. Then that slayer of foes vis. Karna 
beholding Prisata’s son in battle, pierced the 
him on the breast with ten arrows capable 
of penetrating to the vitals. 

2. In return Dhristadyumna quickly 
pierced, in that battle, Karna with five 
arrows, and challenged him saying ‘stay 
stay.’ 

3. In that dreadful battle, they both 
covering each other with their arrowy 
showers, pierced each other with shafts shot 
from fully-stretched bows. 


4. Thereafter Karna despatched the 
four steeds and charioteer of Dnristady umna - 
that foremost of the Panchalas, to the 
dreary abode of Death. 


5. He cut off with sharp arrows the 
latter’s excellent bow, and then with a valla 
felled his charicteer from his niche on the 
car. \ 

6. The puissant Dhristadyumna de- 
prived of the use of his car, and having his 
Charioteer and his horses slain, quickly 
jumped down on the ground armed with a 
terrible mace. 

. Then though mangled with arrows of 
depressed knots shot by Karna, he still 
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approached the former’s chariot and slew 
the steeds thereof with the strokes of his 
mace. $ 


8. - Then „quickly wheeling back, that 
slayer of hostile heroes vis, Prisata s son, 
that foremost of all car-warriors, ascended 
the chariot of Dhananjaya; 


g—1o. Then though desjrous of en- 
countering Karna once more, lie was pre- 
vented from doing so by the son of Dharma. 
Then the highly puissant Karna created a 
loud din by means of his bow, which be- 
came mingled with his war-cries. He then 
blew his conch furiously. Beholding Prisa- 
ta’s son vanquished in battle, those mighty 
car-warrlors, 


tt. The Panchalas and the Somakas 
influenced by wrath, grasped their weapons 


with a view to compass the death of Suta’s 
son. 


12, They then rushed against Karna, 
making death their final goal. Mean- 
while Karna’s charioteer had yoked fresh 
steeds to his car— 


13. Steeds that were of the hue of 
conch shells, endued with great fleetnes, of 
the Sindhu breed and well-broken. ‘hen 
the son of Radha getting the mighty war- 
riors of the Panchalas within his range, 


14. Began to afflict them with his 
arrowy showers, like masses of clouds 
afflicting the mountain breast with torrents 
of rain. Afflicted sore by Iarna, the divi- 
sion of the Panchalas, 


15—17. Panic-struck, began to break 
and fly away like a herd of deer attack- 
ed by a lion. O ruler of earth, then 
warriors were seen to fall down on the 
ground from their steeds, or elephaats, or 
chariots, on all sides. In that fierce battle 
Karna cut off with razor-headed arrows 
the arms and heads decked with ear-ring 
of warriors that were flying away. O ruler 
of men, he cut off the thighs of other warri- 
ors riding on elephants, 


18. Or on the backs of steeds, or of 
those standing on the ground. O sire, many 
mighty car-warriors in the confusion of 
their Hight perceived not 

19. ‘Their own limbs cut off, or the in- 
furies of their animals. ‘The Panchalas and 


the Srinjayas then slaughtered with dread- 
ful arrows, 


20—21. Tookeven the motion of a straw 
for Karna. Greatly confounded ; the com- 
batants mistook their flying friends for Karna 
and then fled from them in great fright. 
Then, O Bharata, as those broken and 
routed divisions were flying away, 


22. Karna pursued them from behind: 


shooting his arrows in all directions, 
warriors as they were madl 
carnaged by thousands, in that battle, 





























Karna, they could not then sta 
field. 


with excellent shafts by Karna, 


at the different quarters and then fle 
Thereupon king Yudhisthira, 
own army routed, 


been frightened 
of Karna. 
peatedly worsting that of our own, do your 
quickly make some arrangement that will 
cope with the present dangerous situation. 
Behold, yonder are our troops flying away. 
O slayer of Madhu, broken and mangled 
with the shafts of Drona, 


no stay or support. 
careering dauntlessly on the field, 
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3 Those 
y flying, ‘were 
23. Afflicted by that illustrious warrior 
? on ith 

O king, the Panchalas then mangled: 


24. Asalsoby Drona, looked vacantly 


d away, 
‘beholing his 


25. And considering a retreat to be ad- 


visable, addressed Arjuna thus ;—'Behold 


the mighty car-warrior Karna standing 
yonder armed with his bow, 
26—29. Like a burning sun shining 


even during the hedious hour of night. The 
yelis 
mangled by the shafts of Karna are being 
iucessantly heard, 
arrows so skilfully that no interval can be 
noticed between his fixing the arrow on the 
string and letling it off. 
fighting thus, extirpate all our friends. 
that now, O Dhananjaya, for compassing 
the slaughter of Karna, which according to 
your judgment should be done, 
which the hour may have come.” 


thus spoken to, Arjuna addressing Krishna 
said :— 


of your own partizans helplessly 


Karna does shoot his 


He will surely 
Do 


and for 
Being 


30—31. “The royal son Dharma has 
to-day at the prowess 
As Karna’s division is re- 


32. And frightened by Karna, they have, 


I see that Karna is, 


33. Crushing numerous illustrious car- 


warriors and covering them with his sharp 
shafts I cannot brook the sight of 
Careering in the thick of the fight, 


him 


34. Under my very nose, O foremost of 
the Vrishnis, even as a snake cannot bear 
the tread of human feet. So, do you take 
me there where the mighty Karna is fight- 
ing. O slayer of Madhu, either I will slay 
him, or he shall slay me. 


Vasudeva said :— 


35. I see, O son of Kunti, that fore- 
most of men, of super-human prowess, 13% ` 
Karna, careering at the head of battle like 
the king of the celestials himself. : 


36. O Dhananjaya, there is none, savé 
yourself and the Rakshasa Ghatot-kacha, 
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who can encounter him in battle, Q fore- 
most of men, 

O sinless one, { do not think that 
the hour has come when, O mighty armed 
one, you should meet the son of Suta in 
battle. 

38. The resplendent Sakti, resembling a 
mighty meteor, obtained by him from vasa- 
va is still in his possession, O mighty armed 
one, kept carefully to be used against your- 
self by this son of Suta. 


39. He preserves that Sakti ; and there- 


fore he has now assumed a terrible aspect. | 
is ever attached to your | 


Ghatotkacha, 
interests and is anxious for your welfare. 
40. Therefore let the mighty Glratot- 
kacha charge the son of Radha. That one 
of prowess resembling that of an immortal, 
was begotten by Bhima, 
4t. And he is conversant with numerous 


celestial, Aswi and Rakshasa-weapons. I | 


am sure, he will conquer Karna in battle.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

42. Thus spoken to the mighty-armed 
Partha possessed of eyes resembling 
lotus petals, summoned the Rakshasa. 
Thereupon the Rakshasa appeared before 
him, 

43. Cased in armour, and armed with 
bows arrows and a sword, O ruler of men. 
‘Then doing obeisance to Krishna and 
Pandu's son Dhananjaya, s 

44. He proudly said:—“Here am I, 
order me.” Thereupon the descendant 
of the Dasarha race Krishna, addressing 
Hidimva’s son of the complexion of clouds, 
of effulgent countenance and fiery eyes 
emilingly said these words. 


Vasudeva said :— 

45. Take my blessings, O Ghatotkacha, 
hear attentively what 1 now say to you. 
The hour for the display of your prowess 
and of no one else has now arrived. 

46. Do you become the raft in this battle 
to the sinking Pandavas. You possess wea- 
pons of various kinds and the potent Rak- 
shasi illusion. 


47. Behold, Q son of Hidimva, the hosts 
of the Pandavas afflicted by Karna in 
battle like a herd of kine belabuured by the 
keeper. 


48. Yonder does the mighty bowman 
Karna of great intelligence and resolute 
prowess, burn the foremost of the Kshatrivas 
of the Pandava host. 


49. Scorched with his fiery arrows the 
Pandava warriors can not stand before 
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that resolute bowman who is shooting nu- 
merous arrows. 


50. Afflicted at the dead of night with 
showers of arrows shot by the son of Suta, 
yonder are the Panchalas flying away 
like a flock of deer attacked by the 
the lion. 


51. Save yourself, O you of dreadfu 
| prowess, no one else is none who can con- 
| front Suta’s son in battle thus engaged. 


| 

| 

| 52. “Therefore, O mighty-armed one, 
| do you now perform what will be worthy 
| of yourself, your maternal uncles, your sires 
and the measure of your energy and might. 
i 
i 
| 


53. It is for saving them from difficulties, 
that men desire to have sons ; O son of Hi- 
dimva, do you therefore, rescue your fathers 
and friends. 


54. O Ghototkacha, fathers desire to 
have sons, for furthering their own interests. 
And good sons save their fathers here and 
hereafter. 


55. You are generous and your strength 

| in battle is indeed terrible and matchless. 

While engaged in battle, there is none else 
equal to you. 

56. O afflicter of your foes, do you 
become the raft for the Pandavas when they 
are being routed in this hour of night by 
the shafts of Karna and when they are 
sinking in the ocean identificd with the 
Dhartarashtra troops. 

57. Moreover, at night the Rakshasas 
become possessed of immeasurable prowess ; 
the Rakshasas are by nature powerful, 
indomitable, heroic and energetic in battle. 


58. With the help of your illusions do 
you kill the fierce bowman Karna in this 
nocturnal fight. Theisons of Pritha headed 
by Dhristadyumna will slay Drona ia 
battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 


| 
t 
į 
| 
| 
5 Hearing the words of Kesava, Vi- 
| bhatsu also addressing that Rakshasa, that 
slayer of foes viz Ghatotkacha said, O fore- 


most of the Kurus, these words. 


60. O Ghatotkacha, yourself, the long- 
armed Satyaki, and the Pandava Bhima- 
sena, these, according to my opinion, are the 
foremost among all our troops. 

ot. In this nocturnal fight do you there- 
fore challenge Karna to a duel. ‘lhe 
mighty car-warrior Satyaki will become 
your protect or from behind. 

62. Supported by the Satwata hero, do 
you slay the heroic Karna in battle, even as. 
{ndra supported by Skanda slew Taraka in 
days gone by.” 
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Ghatotkacha said :— 


63. l am capable of encountering Karna 
and Drona, O Bharata, and | am a match 
for all the other high-souled [shatriyas ac- 
compliished in the use of weapons. 

64. , This night I shall ight such a flerce 
battle with the son of Suta, of which men 
will talk as long as the earth will exist. 


65. Following the Rakshasa mode, I shall 
not spare this time any body, either the 
brave or the coward, or those that will with 
folded palms, solicit mercy. Fshat slay all. 


Sanjaya said :— s 

66. Having thus spoken, that slaycr of 
hostile heroes namely the mighty-armed son 
of Hidimva, dashed against Karna, in that 
fierce fight, frightening your troops. 


67. Then that foremost of men that son 
of Suta smilingly received Ghototkacha of 
blazing countenancesand burning locks, as 
the latter was furiously falling upon him. 


68. Then the battle between those twe 
roaring heroes, vis., Karna and that 
Rakshasa, commenced resembling O fore- 
most of kings that between Sakra and Pral- 
hada in days gone by. 


Thus ends the one hundred and seventy- 
fourth chapter, the charge of Ghatotkacha 


against Karna, in the Ghotctkacha-badha 
of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CLXNXV 


- (GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
} — Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. Then, © monareh, beholding the 
` mighty-armed Ghatotkacha, rush against 


the car of Suta’s son Karna, with a view to 
slaughter him, 


2. Your son Duryodhana addressing 
Dussasana said these words :-—'‘Beholdiny 
Karna’s prowess in battle, yonder does the 
Rakshasa 


3. Rush against that mighty car-warrior. 

o you check the Rakshasa’s, progress ; 
supported by mighty divisions do you yo to 
the spot where the highly powerful 

4. Karna the son of Vikartana is fight- 
ig with the Rakshasa, O bestower of 
honor, putting forth your best energies in 
battle and supported by the troops do you 
protect Karna in battle. 

5. Let not the dreadful Rakshasa suc- 
ceed, through our negligence, in slaying 
Karna.” Meanwhile, O monarch,the highly 
` puissant son of Jatasura, S 


>» 


6 7. That best of smiters, Approach. 
ing Duryodhana said these words u 
"© Duryodhana, with vaur permission, dy 
l intend to slay the Pandava brobers and 
their followers who are your inveterate 
enemies, and who are regarded as indomit- 
able in battle. My faiher was Jatasura 
that foremost of the Rakshasas, endued 
with great prowess, 


8. Im days gone by, through some 
Rakshasa-slaying charms, the puny sons of 
Pritha slew him. l now desire to render 
satisfaction to his departed spirit by wor- 
shipping him with the blood of his focs, 


g. As also with their flesh. O foremost 
of kings, it behoves you to accord me your 
permission.” Thereupon king Duryodhana, 
highly gratified, repeatedly told these words 
to that one :— 


to. “Supported by Drona and Karna, 
and others, | am competent enough to con- 
guer my enemies. With my leave, do you 
go and slay the Rakshasa Ginatotkacha, 


11. That Rakshasa of fierce feats, born 
of man, ever devoted to the interests of the 
Pandavas, and always slaying our ele- 
phants, horses and charioteers in battle, 


12. Staying himself all the while in the 
firmament,—go, despatch him to Yama’s 
(dreary) place.’ Then that huge-bodied 
son of Jatasura saying ‘yea’ to his words, 
chaHenged Ghatotkacha. 


13—14. Thereafter the son of Jatasura 
covered the son of Bhimasena with various 
kinds of weapons. But the son of Hidim- 
va, single-handed, crushed Alamvusha, 
Karna and the unfordable ocean of Kuru 
soldiers, like a furious tempest ayitating the 
clouds. hereafter the Rakshasa Alamvu- 


sha seeing the potenty of the illusion of 
Ghatotkacha, 


15. Quickly covered him with myriads 
of shafts. Piercing the son of Bhimasena 
with numerous arrows, Alamvusha, 


16. With his arrows, caused the Pan- 
dava armies to be routed. Routed by him 
the Pandava troops, O Bharata, 


17. Began to disperse in that night, like 
masses of clouds torn away by a furious 
gale, Similarly your troops mangled with 
the arrows of Ghototkacha, 


_ 18—21. Fled away in that night throw- 
ing, O monarch, all their fambeaus down. 
Thereafter wrought up with rage, Alamyusha 
struck Bhima’s son in that fierce: battle, 
with numerous arrows, like a guide striking 
an elephant with the goad. ‘hen Ghotot- 
kacha cut off into small fragments the 
chariot, the driver and the weapons of his 
opponent and laughed terrible. Then like 
clouds sho. cring torrents of rain on the Meru 
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mountain, Ghototkacha poured showers of 
shafts on Marna, Alamvasha and all the 
rest of Kurus. Afflicted by the Rakshasa, 
the Kuru troops became greatly agitated. 


32. The four kinds of forces of which 
your army consisted, began to press and 
érush one another. Vien ihe son of Jatasura 
deprived of his car aud driver, 


23. Wrathfally struck Ghototkacha in 
that batte with his are fists. Thus struck 
Ghotatcacha trembled 

24—25. Likea niountain with its trees, 
creepers and grass at the tme of an 
earth-quake, Then the son of Bhimasena 
furious with rage, raising his own foe-slay- 
ing arm that resembled a bludgeon, dealt 
a severe blow to Jatasura’s son; thus furious- 
ly crushing him, the son of Hidimva quickly 
threw him down, 


26. And then seizing him by his two 
arms'began to press him with great force 
against the earth. ‘Then the son of fata- 
sura freeing himself from the grasp of Gho- 
totkacha, 

27. Once more rose up quickly and 
fushed furiously upon the latter. Alam- 
yvusha also, throwing down and dragging the 
Rakshasa 

28—29. Ghototkacha, out of rage began 
to. press him against the earth. Then 
between those two roaring heroes of huge 
proportion, namely Ghototkacha and’ Alam- 
vusha, a battle raged that was extremely 
terrible and horripilating. Then thosé highly 
proud heroes, each desirous of getting ad- 
vantage over the other by means ot theic 
illusive powers, 

30. Fought on with great fury like the 
puissant Indra and the son of Virochana. 
Becoming fire and the ocean, again Garuda 
and Vakshaka, 3 

31. And once a cloud and a tempest and 
again thunder and a mighty mount and 
an elephant and a tiger, and Rahp and the 
sun, ; 

2, They thus exhibited R 
different kinds of ilisin or eee 
assi ch other's destruction. 
Ph ra Ghototkacha fought most 


wonderfully. 
33- 
lances and malle 
clubs and crests of 
struck each other. 
idi lephants or 
Riding on the back of e 
horses, or on their chariaxs, those formos, 
of Rakshasas both possessed o pe 
illusive powers, fought with cach other in 
that battle. 


‘Thereafter, 


a hundred 
s of com- 
Indeed 


is and battle axes, and 
mountains, they then 


34- 


O ing, Ghototkacha, 


33: 








With bludgeons and maces | 
| 
| 
| 
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impelled by a desire for killing Alamvusha 
and excited to the highest pitch of fury 
soared aloft and then came down even like 
a hawk. 
' 

36. Then seizing that foremost of the 
Rakshasas, namely, the huge-bodfed Alam- 
vusha, he raised him high and then dashed 


| him against the earth, like Vishnu dashing 


Maya against the ground. 


37—38. Then with a sword of beautiful 
appearance, Ghototkacha of infinite prowess 
cut off, O king, from the trunk of his fierce 
and mighty foe, his terrible head that was 
even then uttering dreadful roars, and that 
looked frightful, O mighty monarch. 


"39. Then holding that blood-stained 
head by the hair, Ghototkacha quickly pro- 
ceeded towards the chariot of Duryodhana. 


40. Then the mighty-armed Rakshasa, 
approaching the car, smilingly threw that 
head with contorted aspect and dishevelled 
hair in that car of the king. 


41. Then like clouds during the rainy 
season, he uttered a tremendous roar; and’ 
then O king, addressing Duryodhana he 
said these words :— 


42. “Here is your friend slain whose 
prowess you have witnessed yourself. You 
are destined to see the death of Karna and 
that of your ownself. 


43- There isa saying, O king, that no, 
one, desirous of keeping his morality, profit 
and pleasure unprejudiced shoutd never.. 
approach a king a Brahmana anda femate 
with empty hands, (f.e. without presents.) 


44. Do you live without any anxiely 
whatever up to the time I do not slay 
Karna.” Having thus spoken, O foremost 
of men, he rushed against Karna, : 


45- Scattering hundreds of sharp arrows 
and directing them at the head of Karna. 
Then, O mighty monarch, a battle of terrible 
aspect and great fierceness conrmeneed 
between the human hero and the Rakshasa 
— battle that filled every heart with great 
admiration. 


Thus ends the one hundred and seventy-` 


fifth chapter, the slaughter of Alamvusho, 


in the Ghototkacha-badha of the Drona 
Parva. : ; 





CHAPTERCLXXVI. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADUA PARVA 


—Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 
1. How did that battle between Vikar 


l tarnas son Karna and the Rakshas- 
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Ghatotkacha rage at that dead of night 
when they encountered each other ? 


2. What appearance did that terrible 
Rakshasa then assume? How looked his 
car and his steeds and what was the nature 
of his weapons ? 


3. What was the measure of his horses, 
his standard and his bow? What kind of 
armour and head-gear did he then wear? 

Sanjaya, expert as you are in the art of 
narration, tell me all this as I am asking 
you about them. 


Sanjaya said :— 

_ 4 Ghototkacha was of gigantic propor- 
tion; his eyes were crimson; the hue of 
his countenance was coppery ; his belly was 
low and sunk. ‘The hair on his body were 
erect, his head was green; his ears were 


Straight like shafts; and his cheeck bones 
were high. 





5- His mouth was large, exending from 
ear to ear. His teeth were sharp and four 
of them were long and pointed. His tongue 
and his lips were long and of a coppery 
hue. His brows were long drawn. His 
nose was thick. : 


6. His body was of blue complexion, 
his neck was red. Tall asa mountain he 
was frightful to look at; of huge stature 
huge arms and huge head, he possessed un- 
equalled strength. 


7- His limbs were hard and ugly, the į 
hair on his head was tied in a ugly shape | 
upwards. His hips were spacious and his 
navel was deep. His proportions were 
gigantic although they were not so strong. 


8. His arms were duly adorned, and that 
one of potent illusiveJenergy wore Angadas 
anda cuirass on his breast like a circle of 
fire onthe breast of a mountain. 


9. A bright and beautiful diadem made 
of gold adorned his head—diadem of which j 
every part was proportionate and resplen- | 
dent and which looked like an arch. 


10. His ear-rings were effulgent like the | 
morning sun and his garlands were of | 
gold and exceedingly bright. His body 
was cased ina massive brazen armour of 
great effulgence. 


11. His chariot” of gigantic size and of 
the measure of a Nalwu and covered with 
bear-skin was adorned with a hundred 
tinkling bells and from its standard flutter- 
ed numerous crimson banners. 


12. It was well furnished with all sorts of 
weapons, offensive and defensive, and was 
decked with a festoon of bannerets; It 
possessed eight wheels and its clatter re- 

~ sembled the deep rumble of rain-clouds, 
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13. The horses yoked thereto were stout, 
mettled, of chequered complexion, fleet, of 
red eyes and like infuriate elephants, 


14. Those indefatigable and spirited 
steeds bore the dreadful Rakshasa to battle, 
neighing and throwing back their thick 
mains repeatedly. 


15. A Rakshasa of frightful eyes, and 
decked with bright ear-rings and possessing 
a fierce mouth acted as his charioteer, 
checking the horses by the reins that were 
as bright as the rays of the sun. 


16. Accompanied by that charioteer he 
came like the sun accompanied by his 
charioteer Aruna (dawn). Looking like a 
high mountain enveloped in cloudy masses, 


17. A huge standard, touching the very 
clouds was set upon his chariot. A dread- 
ful vulture of crimson body and flesh-eat- 
ing was the device on his standard. 


18. The Rakshasa then advanced, for- 
cibly stretching his bow of which the twang 
resembled the rattle of Indra’s thunder, 
and the string was very tough and which 
measured twelve Aranis in length and one 
in breadth. 


19. Filling all the quarters of the 
heaven with arrows of the measure of thè 
Aksha of a car, the Rakshasa assailed 
Karna in that night that witnessed the 
destruction of so many heroes. 


20. Proudly seated on his car, as he 
stretched his bow, the twang that was heard 
resembled the rumble of the roaring 
thunder. 


21. Frightened at that sound, your troops 
O Bharata, trembled like the surging 
billows of the sea. 


22. Beholding that? one of frightful eyes 
and dreadful aspect rush towards himself, 


| the son of Radha quickly withstood him 


in all cheerfulness. 
23. Karna then advanced against the 


| smiting Rakshasa smiting him in return 


from a near point, like an elephant rushing 
against another or a bull charging another. 


24. (Then the dreadful collision, Oo 
mighty monarch, that took place between 
Karna and the Rakshasa, resembled O 
ruler of men that between Sakra and 
Samvara (in days gone by). 

25. Each then grasping a fearful bow 
of loud twang began to wound and covet 
the other with mighty shafts. 


26. Then penetrating each other's brazen 
armours, they pierced each other with shafts 


of depressed knots, shot fram bows draw 


to the fullest stretch. 
27. Then like two tigers mangling each 
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other with their claws, or two efephants with 
their tusks, they mangled each other with 
their lances and arrows and javelins. 


28. Mangling each other’s body, aiming 
their shafts at each other, and burning 
each other with myriads of shafts, they 
could not be gazed at. 


2g. Covered with arrow-wounds all over 
the body and steeped in torrents of blood, 
they' both looked beautiful like two hills of 
red ‘chalk with rivulets flowing down their 
sides. 

30 Those two mighty car-warriors, 
though they were striving hard and each 
had his limbs torn open with points of 
shafts, could not make each other flinch 
or tremble. 

3. That nocturnal combat between 
Karnaand the Raksliasa, which both re- 
garded as a game having their lives for the 
stake, seemed tor a jong time to be a equal 
one.’ 

32. As Ghototkacha placed keen shafts 
on his string and as he let them off, his 
foes and friends alike became terrified with 
the twang of his bow. 

33. Then, O king, Karna was unable 
to gain any advantage over Ghetotkacha. 
‘Tnereafter that foremost of all persons 
versed in the use of weapons, invoked intg 
existence a celestial weapon. 


34. ‘Thereupon the king of the Rakshasag 
beholding a celestial weapon aimed at him, 
by Karna, brought into use his Rakshasa 
illusion. ; 
* 35. Instantly he was encircled by a nume~ 
rous force of dreadful looking Rakshasas 
armed with lances and large rocks and 
stones and clubs. 

36. Beholding the Rakshasa come wh 
an uplifted weapon like the’ Destroyer o! 
beings armed with his fatal bludgeon, 
all the kings of your host were filled with 
terror. í j 

. Frightened at the war-cries uttere 
by Ghotorkacha the elephants discharged 
urine and men were sorely afflicted. 

k = d 

3. Then a mighty shower of rocks an 

Ia fell on all sides, being poured in- 

cessantly, by the Rakshasas, who had Bee 

quired greater strength, in consequence 0 
the hour being mid-night. 


is, javelins 

. Iron wheels Bhusundis, javelins, 

ice and spears and Sataghnis and battle 
axes, then began to fall in ‘torrents. 


Then beholding that battle fierce to 


0. 
the extreme, your sons and your warriors 


sorely afflicted (with terror) took to their 
heels. 








41. The proud Karna alone, ever boast- 
ful of the strength of his weapons, was not 
terrified and he continued to stay onthe 
field, baffling with his arrows the illusions 
displayed by Ghatotkacha, Ghatotkacha. 
then discharged dreadful arrows for com- 
passing the death of Suta’s son. 


42. Then those arrows piercing through 
Karna and steeped in blood entered the 
earth like so many infuriate snakes. 


43. Thereupon the light-handed and 
puissant son of Suta excited to_the highest 
pitch of fury, prevailing over Ghototkacha, 
pierced him with ten shafts. 


44. Pierced in his vital parts and ex- 
tremely pained by the son of Suta, Ghotot- 
kacha took up a discus of celestial make 
having a thousands pokes. 


45. ‘Then the son of Bhima, desirous of 
slaying the son of Adhiratha, hurled at the 
latter that discus furnished with a razor- 
sharp edge, of the effulgence of the morn- 
ing sun and decked with jems and jewels. 


46. That discus of 'great impetus and 
hurled with great force, was cut off into 
fragments with the shafts of Karna, and’ 
it fell down on the earth baffled in its ob- 
ject, like the hopes and purposes of an 
unfortunate man. 


47. Beholding his discus thus baffled, 
Ghototkacha was highly enraged and he 
then covered farna with his arrows like 
Rahu covering the sun. 


48. But the son of Suta Karna possessed 
prowess equal to that of Rudra or Upendra 
or Indra himself, dauntlessly covered Gha- 
totkacha’s chariot with his winged arrows. 


49. ‘Thereafter a gold-decked mace was 
whirled and hurled at Karna by Ghatot- 
kacha. But the former cutting it off with 
his arrows felled it on the ground, 


50. Then soaring into the sky and roar- 
ing like destructive clouds, the huge-bodied 
Rakshasa poured a veritable shower of trees 
from the skies. 


51. Then Karna pierced with his shafts 
the son of Bhimasena versed in_ illusion 
when he was ranging through the skies, like 
the sun piercing the clouds with his rays. 


52. Next cutting his car into fragments 
and slaying all his horses, Karna covered 
him with arrows, like a cloud charged with 
rain. 


53. There was. not even space of 
finger’s breadth in the body of Ghotolltacte 
that was not pierced with Karna’s shafts. 
Soon the Rakshasa appeared to be like a 
porcupine with its quills erect. 


54. Socompletely was he covered with 
shafts that we could not in that battle, any 
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onger see either Ghototkacha’s person, or 
his horses, or his car, or standard. 


55» Then the Rakshasa versed in illusion 
destroying by his own weapon the celestial 
weapon of Karna, began to fight. with 
Suta’s son, aided by his own illusive powers. 


56. Indeed he fought on with Karna, 
aided by his illusive powers and exhibiting 
his great agility. Then showers of shafts 
began to fall from invisible quarters in 
the skies. 

57. Then Bhimasena’s son possessed of 
otent powers of illusion, © best of the 
kias assumed, by the help of those 
powers, a dreadful appearance and began to 
confound the Kouravas, O Bharata’ 


58. The puissant Rakshasa then assum- 
ing many terrible heads, began to swallow 
up the celestial weapons of Iarna, 


59. Soon again, the huge Rakshasas 
with hundreds of wounds on his body 
seemed to lie cheerlessly and like one dead, 
on the field. 


“60. The foremost of the Kouravas then 
considering Ghatotkacha to be dead uttered 
loud joyous shouts. Soon however, he was 


all direction. 

61. Next he was seen to assume a huge 
form with a hundred heads and hundred 
stomachs and looked like the mainaka 
mountain. 


62. Once again he became small about 
the measure of the thumb and roved about 
transversely or soared high like the surging 
billows of the ocean. 


63. Tearing through the earth, he dived 
again into the waters. Once seen here he 
was next seen rising on the surface at a 
different place. 

64. Then coming down from the welkin, 
he was seen standing, covered in mail, on 
a chariot adorned with gold, having wand- 
ered through earth and sky and all the 
points of the compass aided by his powers 
of illusion. 

65. Then going near the vicinity of 
Karna’s chariot, Ghatotkacha with his ear- 
rings moving, dauntlessly addressed the 
son of Suta, Ô king,‘in these words :— 

66. ‘ Wait a little, O son of Suta, 
whither shall you go with your life, avoid- 
ing me? To-day I shall remove your 
teling for figbt on the field of battle.” 

67. Having thus spoken, the Rakshasa 
of fierce prowess, with his eyes red in rage, 
soared into the sky and laughed a tremend- 
ous laugh. 

68. Then Ghatotkacha assailed Karna 


like a lion attacking an elephant; and fre 
then covered with his showers of arrows of 
the rneasure of the Aksha of a car, 


69. That foremost car-warrior vis., 
Karna, like a cloud with showers of rain, 
But Karna repulsed that arrowy shower 
before it could reach him. 


70. Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
seeing his illusions nullified by Karna, Gha- 
totkacha once more put forth another illu- 
sion and rendered himself invisible. 


71. He then became a huge mountain 
with numersous peaks, covered with tall 
trees. From that mountain streams of: 
lances, spears, swords and maces began to: 
issuc out incessantly. 


72. Beholding that mountain resembling 
a heap of antimony from which fierce wea- 
pons continuously flowed out, Karna was not 
at all daunted. 


73. Then smiling, Karna invoked gnto 
existence a celestial weapon. ‘Then that- 
foremost of ‘mountains, cut and thrown off 
by that weapon of Karna, was completely 
destroyed. 


74. Thereafter the Rakshasa becoming 


A -pa blue clonc 3 i ae 
seen to assume new forms and roving in Í 1 decked with the rain-bow 


began to cover the son of Suta with a fierce 
shower of stones, 


75- Then that foremost of all persons 
versed in the use of weapons, vis., Karna, 
the son of Vikartana, discharging the 
Vayavya weapon destroyed that blue 
cloud. 

7). Then, O king, covering the quarters 
of the compass with his arrows, Karna 


| bafiled the weapons shot by Ghatotkacha. 


77- Then the highly puissant son of 
Bhimasena similing the while invoked into 
existence an all-powerful illusion against 
that mighty car-warrior vis., Rarna. 


78. Beholding then that foremost of car- 
Warnors vig., Ghatotkacha, dauntlessly 


approach him surrounded 
e b ar 
number of Rakshasas, pen: 


sl lhat resembled lions and tigers and 
unate pdwerful elephants, some mount- 


ed on e Phants, som 1 
; 0 lepha » OMe on chat tots and some 


So. All bearin i i 
ming various kinds of wea- 
pons and wearing diverse kinds of tir 
eae et nae beholding Ghatot- 
a surrounde y these fez 
shasas like Vasava by the Nera Se 

3 

S1. The might 1 

] ghty bowman ix; 
fight with | him fiercely. one 6a È 
acha piercing Karna with five RNE = 

» 


82—34. Uttered a 
6 a tremen 3 5 

filling all the kings with can SOs 
| H 
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more with an Anjaliku, Ghatotkach quick- 
fy cut off the bow of Karna held th his 
hands together with the arrows fitted there- 
on. Thereupon Marna taking up another 
mighty bow capable of bearing a greater 
strain and lookiag like the bow of Indra 
itself, began to stretch it forcibly ; there- 
after, O king, Karna sped arrows, 

85. 
ble of slaying foes and ranging through the 


Furnished with golden wings, capa- | 


welkin at those Rakshasas. Afflicted with | 
those shafts thit host of broad-chested 
Rakshasas, 

86. Appeared agitated like a host of 


wild elephants attacked by a lion. Burning 
with his arrows the Rakshasas and their 
horses, charioteers and elephant, O lord, 


87. 


The heroic Karna appeared like the 


god of fire burning down crestures at the |; 


end of a yuga. Slaying that Rakshasa 
host, the son of Suta appeared beautiiul, 


88. 
had destroyed Vripura in the days of yore. 
Among the thousands of kings belonging to 
the Pandavas, O sire, 

89—91. ‘Phere was none who could then 
even look at Karna, O ruler of men, except 
the powerful Ghototkacha, that foremost of 
Rakshasas who was possessed of terrible 
energy and might and who burning with 
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97. Entered the earth, piercing through 
her bowels, thereby filling the gods with 
wonder. ‘Then all creatures applauded 
Karna, 


98. Inasmuch as he succeeded in grasp- 
ing the Asani of celestial make, having 
jumped down trom his car, Having achiev- 
ed this feat, Karna again ascended his car, 

99—100. ‘Thereafter that afflicter of foes, 
namely the son of Suta began to shoot 
his arrows. O giver of honour what Karna 
then achieved in that battle of fierce aspect 
was incapable of being acheived by any 
other creature. Phen struck with his 
Narachas hke a mountain by showers of 
rain, 


10l 


-162, Ghototkacha of aerial form 
more disappeared from the view. 
ing in this way, the huge Rakshasa, the 





| slayer ot foes, destruyed the celestial weapons 


Like the god Maheswara after he ; 


wrath, then looked like the Destroyer him- | 


self. Excited as he was with wrath fumes 


of fire seemed to issue out of his eyes, like | 


burning drops of oil from a pair of fam- 
beaus ; then striking his palms against each 
ether and bitting his nether lip, 


92. to ride a 


The Rakshasa was seen 


re i iHusion to which | 
car the creation of his own illus aana 


were yoked asses looking like clephants 
and having the heads of Pisachas, 


93. Then excited with rages he addres- 
sed his chariotcer saying, ‘ fake me near 
the son of Suta.” Then that foremost of 
car-warriurs riding on that chariot of fcar- 
ful aspect, 


ot Karna, by means of his agility and 
tlasive powers. Tuus although his weapons 
were destroyed by the illusive powers of 
that Rakshasa, 


103. Karna daunilessly fought on with 
him. Thereupon the highly puissant son 


of Bhima, O king, being wroked up with 
with rage. 

104—105. Multiplied himself many times 
thereby inspiring terror in to the hearts of 
mighty car-wartiors. Phercafter from all the 


| pots of the compass, lons, tigers, hyenas, 


fire-iongued snakes and iron-beaked ran- 
gers of the sky, began to issue out. Covered 
with the swittly-ying arrows shot froin 
Karna’s bow, 

106. That gigantic Rakshasa looking 
like the prince of mountains, disappeared 
Then numerous Rasshasas 
Pisachas, Vatudhainas and 


107. 


Pacas of wolves and leopards of 


| frightlul aspects, rushed upon Marna for 


94. Once more proceeded, O ruler of | 
men, to fight a terrible fight with the son of 
Suta. Then that Rakshasa, once more 


excited with rage, hurled at Suta’s son, 


95. An Asani of dreadful appearance 
furnished with eight wheels and manufac- 
tured by Rudra himself. Placing his borf 
on his car, and jumping down on the earth 
Karna seized that weapon, 


. And hurled it back at Ghototkach. 
“Yke latter however had jumped down from 
his car. Meanwhile that highly resplendent 
weapon burning down the Rakshasa 's car 
with its chariotecr, horses and standard, 


devouring huu, 


108. ‘These then tried to frighten Karna 
by their fierce yell. With many dreadful 


weapons ready lor use, aud steeped in 
blood, 

109. Karna pierced each of those 
monsters. [hen with a celestial weapons 


balling that illusion ot the Rakshasa, 


uo. He wounded the former's fierce 
steeds with arrows of depressed knots. 
Vhose steeds thus maimed and deprived of 
their limbs and with their backs lacerated 
with Karna’s arrows, 


111. Fell down on the earth, even b:fore 
the eyes of that Rakshasa. “lhe son of 
Hidimva secing his ilusiows bated once 
more made himself invisible, speaking thus 
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to Vikartana'’s son—"I will presently 


compass your slaughter.” 

Thus ends the one hundred and seventy- 
sixth chapter, the combat between Kurna 
and Ghototkacha, în the Ghototkacha-badha 
of the Drona Purva. 


—_——- 


CHAPTER CLXXVII. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
— Continued. 


Banjaya said :— 

1. When the battle between Karna and 
that Rakshasa had been thus progressing, 
Alayudha the prince of the Rakshasa, 
endued with great strength made his ap- 
pearance on th> field of battle, 

2. Supportec by a large division of 
troops and surrounded by thousands of 
Rakshasas of dreadful aspect, he approach- 
ed Duryodhana. 


3. Indeed surrounded by many heroic 
Rakshasas of diverse appearances, he came 
there recollecting the ancient quarrel with į 
the Pandavas. His relative, the Braha- 
mana-devouring Waka had been slain 
(by Bhima), 


4. So also the highly puissant [Krimira, 
and his friend Hidimva. He waited for a 
long time, keeping alive the memory of 
his old enmity with the Pandavas. 


5. Now informed of this nocturnal battle 
he-came there desirous of compassing the 
death of Bhima. ‘Then like an infuriate 
elephant, or an enraged snake, 


6—7. That one longing to engage in 
the Fght spoke these words addressing 
Duryodhana :—‘O mighty monarch, you 
have heard how Bhima slew my relatives 
the Rakshasas Vaka, rimira and Hidimva 
in battle. In days gone by, he ravished 
our daughter Hidimva, 


8—1o. Utterly disregarding ourselves 
and other Rakshasas. What shall I say 
more; O king, I have now come of my own 
accord here to slay him with his followers 
and: cars, and steeds and elephants as also 
the son of Hidimva with all his counsellors. 
To-day slaying all the sons of Kunti, 
headed by the son of Vasudeva, I will eat 
them up in company with all my followers. 
Prevent all your troops from battle with 
the Pandavas; we will fight with them.” 


11. Having heard those words of- his, 
king Duryodhana was filled with delight; 
an surrounded as he was with his brothers 
welcoming the Rakshasa, he addressed these 
words (o him. 
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“Placing you and your followers 


12. 3 Å 
in our front, we shall fight with our enemies. 
My froops, impelled by the enmity they 


bear against the Pandavas cannot be res¢ 
trained.” 

13. “Then let it be so,” replying thus to 
the king, that foremost of the Rakshasas, 
accompanied by his man-eating followers, 
dashed in fury against Bhimasena. 

14. His person was effulgent and his 
chariot burnt with the splendour of the solar 
disc. Indeed, O foremost of kings, he 
looked as beautiful as Ghatotkacha himself, 


1g. His spacious chariot also emitted 
unequalled clatter and was adorned with 
numerous arches and covered with beare 
skins and measured a Nalwa. 


16. His steeds were also fleet and pro- 
digious like elephants and they brayed like 
asses. Living upon flesh and blood and of 
huge bodies, a full hundred of them were 
yoked to his car. 


17. The clatter of his car also resembled 
the rumble of mighty clouds. His bow 
was also tough and strong with.a hard 
string. 


18. His arrows also were furnished with 
golden wings and whe ted on stone and 
they resembled Akshas- of cars, That 
hero also possessed might of arms like that 
of Ghatotkacha himself. 


19. His standard also perched upon by 
hosts of vultures and ravens looked like the 
sun or the fire; in beauty of person he 
excelled Ghototkacha and his countenance 
was flushed with rage. 


20. He wore resplendent Angadas, and 
effulgent diadem and garlands, His head- 
gear and sword and floral garlands were 
duly tied. He was armed with maces, 
Bhusundis, bludgeons, ploughs and bows 
and he was covered with a coat of mail 


tough and impenetrable like the skin o 
elephants. 


_21. Then crushing the Pandava diyi- 

sions with that car of his of the effulgence 
of the fire, and roving thither and thither 
he looked beautiful, like a mags of clouds in 
the welkin fringed with streaks of lighting. 


22. ‘Then the foremost royal figters ¢ 
the Pandava host also, aA A A 
might and cased in mail and armed with 
shields fought on delightfully, O king, on 
all sides (in that battle with Alayudha).. 


Thus ends the one hundred and 
seventy- 
spaeuth chapter, the battle AA 
ayudha and the Pandavas, in the Ghotoia 
kacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 
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CHAPTER CLXXVIII. 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 


—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then beholding Alayudha of fierce 
deeds come to fight on their behalf, all the 
Kouravas, were exceedingly delighted. 

2. So also your'sóns, headed by Duryd- 
dhana himSelf, were filled with joy like 
persons, desirous of crossing a sea, getting 
rafts, when there was no chance of getting 
it. 

3. Having received Alayudha, that 
foremost prince of the Rakshasas, with a 
respectful welcome, the kings of your army 
considered themselves as bdrn anew. 


4. Meanwhile as that nocturnal battle 
raged between Karna and the Rakshasa— 
battle that, though terrible and superhuman 
and fierce, was yet delightful to the eye, - 


5. The Panclialas and other kings be- 
tame passive spectators of it. At the same 
time, O king, your troops, though pro- 
tected all over the field by their com- 
manders; 

6. As also Drona and Drona’s sdn 
,and Kripa and others uttered loud wails, 
Saying A/l zs Idst. Indeed beholding on 
the field those terrible feats of Hidimva's 
$0n; 
7. All your fighters were filled with 
anxiety; and uttering shrieks of distress 
they almost lost their senses. All your 
troops then, O king; became hopeless of 
Karna’s life. 

8. Then Duryodhana, beliolding Karna 
hard pressed, summoned that foremost of 
the Rakshasas Alayudha, and addressed 
him in these words :— 
vg. “Yonder is Vikartatia’s soi Karna 
Engaged in battle with the son of Hilimva: 
Behold he is achieving feats worthy of his 
valour and strength. 

1o. Behold there lie the royal heroit 
warriors slain arid wounded with various 
weapons by the son of Bhimasena, like so 
many trees crushed by a huge tusked 
elephant. ; 

ar. Amongst all my kingly allies, I have 
allotted this (Rakshasa Ghatotkacha), with 
your ,permission as your share in battle: 
O heroe, do you bring him down displaying 
your, prowess. 

12. O. slayer of foes, allow not this 
. sinful Ghatotkacha to\-crush Vikartana’s 
„Son through his illusive dowers, before you 
¡despatch him.” Ree 

‘1g. Thus spoken to by the king; .that 


40 


BARVA, 313 


Rakshasa,of fierce prowess, replied to formet 
saying “let it be so”; and then that mighty= 
armed one rushed against Ghatotkacha. 


14. Thereupot, O lord, the son of 
Bhimasena also, bearing alone Karna for 
a while, began to afflict his advancing 
adversary with this shafts. 


15. Then the battle, that commenced 
between those two enraged Rakshasa chiefs; 
resembled that between two infuriate ele- 
phants hoth desirous of consorting with 
the same she-elephant in her season in thé 
woods, 


16. Meanwhile, left alone by the Rak- 
shasa that foremost of car-wartiors vis.; 
Karna, rushed against Bhimasena, on his 
car of solar effulgence. 

17. Then disregarding the rushing Karna, 
and beholding Ghatotkacha hard pressed 
by Alayudha; like a bull erigaged with 
a lion, 

18. That foremost of ‘all smitérs, vis.j 
Bhimasena, rushed against the chariot of 
Alayudha, riding on his own cat of solar 
effulgence and shooting showers of sharp 
arrows. : 

19. Then, O lord, beholding Bhimasena 
approach, Alayudha, leaving Ghatotkacha 
alone; rushed against the former. 

20. Then, O master, that slayer af 
Rakshasa Bhima, furiously encountering 
that foremost of Rakshasas, covered him 
and his followers with showers of arrows. 

21. Similarly, O king; that subdutr of 
foes namely, Alayudha, cutting off Bhitha’s 
arrows with straight going shafts of his) 
repeatedly covered the latter with his 
arrows. de 

22. On the other hand all these Rakı 
shasas, armed with various weapons and 
dread{ul-looking, assailed Bhimasena from 
all sides desirous of securing victory to 
your sons. 

23. Theh the highly puissant Bhiriasena; 
wounded ,by those numerous Rakshasas, 
pierced each of them in return with five 
shdrp arrows. 

24. Those Rakshasas, of cruel minds; 
when thus engaged with Bhima; began to 
ùtter loud roars and to run in all the ten 
directions of the compass; 


25. -The mighty Rakshas, then behold- 
ing the troops belonging to him fly away 
from fear of Bhima; rushed furiously upon 
the latter and covered him with arrows.” 


26—27. In that battle Bhimasena then shot 
at Alayudha’ many shafts of keen points. 
Thereupon Alayudha,.in that battle, quckly 
put off or caught hold of several arrows 


i 
t 
| 
i 





MAHABHARATA. 
314 


hot by Bhimasena. Then Bhima of drad- 
ful prowess beholding that feat of the fore- 
most of the Rakshasas, 


—29, Hurled at him with great force 
a ee whose fall resembled the fall of 
thunder. With his own mace then Alayudha 
struck the burning mace of Bhima, where- 
upon the latter flew towards. Bhima. Phen 
the son of Kunti covered that foremost 
of the Rakshasas with a perfect shower of 
arrows, 


. 30. The Rakshasa baffled even those 
arrows of Bhima with his own sharp arrows. 
Then all the Rakshasa troops of dreadful 
aspect, 

F 31. At the command of their leader, 
slew all the elephants of the Pandava 
division. The Panchalas, the Srinjayas, 
the horses and the excellent elephants (of 
the Pandava host), 


2. Then could find no security being 
afflicted severely by the Rakshasa. Behold- 
ing then the progress of that mighty and 
terrific battle, 


33. The foremost of all male beings 
addressing Dhananjaya said these words. 
” Behold the mighty-armed Bhima suc- 
cumb to the prince of the Rakshasas. 


_ 34. Do you rush to his rescue, O son 
of Pandu and do not hesitate. Let Dhrista- 
dyumna and Uttamanjas, , 


35. Accompanied by the mighty car- 
warriors of Drupada’s division,assail Karna, 
Let Nakula, Sahadava, and the puissant 
Yuyudhana, 


36—37. Exert themselves in slaughter- 
ing the other Rakshasas at your command 
Oson of Pandu. O mighty-armed one, do 

u also hold in check this division headed 

y Drona, in as much as a great panic has 
seized our troops now.” hen (Krishna 
had thus spoken, those foremost of car- 
watriors, as appointed, 


38. Assailed Karna and the inferior 
Rakshasas. “Then with shafts shot from 
full drawn bows and resembling snakes of 
virulent poison, 


39.. The highly puissant prince of the 
Rakshasas cut off Bhima’s" bow. Then 
again *that mighty hero, with sharp arrows, 
slew Bhima's steeds and charioteer, 


40. Even, O Bharata, before th 
eyes of Bhima, himself, then: a et 
is horses and charioteer Bhi j i 
down from his chariot, Seek 


`a 

4l., Hurled a heavy and dreadf 
mace at the Rakshasa, uttering EF 
roar, Phen as that mighty mace o fierce 
toar was flying towards him, 


42, The fearful Rakshasa broke it down 
with his own mace and then uttered a terri- 
ble roar. Then behol. ing that fearful and 
awe-inspiring feat achieved by the prince 
of the Rakshasas, 


43. Bhima, filled with joy, grasped 
another fierce mace, Thereupon a terrible 
encounter raged between the Rakshasas 
and men, ' 

44. Causing the earth lo tremble repea- 
tedly with the fall of their maces. Then 
again throwing aside their maces and 
bearing each other, 


45. They began to strike each other with 
their fists emitting a sound like that of the 
thunder, With car wheels, and axle and 
Akshas, and Adisthanas and Upskaras, ` 


46. Whatever things they could then 
get, with that they rushed furiously against 
one another shedding blood profusely and 
encountering each other. 


47. . They began to drag each other like 
two infuriate elephants. hen Hrishikesha, 
ever devoted to the welfare of the Panda- 
vas, beholding that combat (between Bhinta 
and Alayudha) urged Hidimva’s son to the 
rescue of his father. 


Thus ends the one hundred seventy- 
eighth chapter, the battle fought by Alayu- 
dha in the Ghatotkacha-badhs of the Drona 
Parva. 


— 


CHAPTER CLXXIX, 
(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA)— 


Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


_ 1. Then beholding Bhima hard pressed 
in battle by the Rakshasa Vasudeva’s son 


approaching Ghatotkacha said these werds 
to him. 


2. "O mighty armed one, belt 
Bhima as if devoured by the ea 
bante, before the eyes of aH troops and 
percre those of yours, O highly effulgent 

3. Therefore for a time leaving alone 
Kama do you quickly slay Alayudia that 
Oremost of the Rakshasas, Omighty armed 
one, after which you shall slay Karna.” 

4. Then hearing the words of 

. . tl 
on yeni racer and leaving Kamal alene 
ile, the hi i 
kacha, that brother Bee ae Ghatot- 


f : a 
that prince of the PA topehtesith : 


bl, In that night: the battle, that raged 


per veen Hakim ikshasa Alayudha and: the 


hie ertene a, was fierce and cnlused to 
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6—7. Meanwhile the mighty car-wacriors s 


Yuyudhana, Nakula and Sahadeva began 
to pierce with keen shafts the warriors of 
Alayudha, vis., those grim looking heroic 
Rakshasas, who, wieiding their bows, were 
rushing impetuously against them. 

8. The diadem-decked Vibhatsu, O 
monarch, in that battle, discharging arrows 
on all sides, began to overthrow many 
foremost of Kshatriyas. F 
Similarly, O king, Karna caused 
many kings to fly away—including Dhrista- 
dyumna, Shikhandin and other mighty car- 
warriors of the Panchalas. 


10. Beholding them thus slaughtered 
and wounded Bhimasena, of terrible prowess, 
quickly rushed against Karna shooting 
sharp arrows. 

11. Then those warriors, uis., Nakula, 
Sahadeva and the mighty cac-warrior, 
Satyaki; also came to the spot where Suta’s 
son was, having slain many Rakshashas. 

13—13. These then fought with Karna, 
and the Panchalas fought with Drona. 
Meanwhile, Alayudha, excited with rage, 
began to strike that subduer of enemies, 
vis., Ghatotkacha on tne head with a huge 
bludgeon. In consequence of that stroke 
the highly puissant son of Bhima, 
overwhelmed 


9. 


14—17. Squatted down, 
with a artial swoon. Thereafter he 
hurled at Alayudha a mace, looking like a 


blazing flame of fire, decked with a hun- 
dred bells and adorned with gold. Hurled 
forcibly by that one of fierce acheivments, 
that mace crushed into pieces the horses, 
the driver and the loudly rattling chariots 
of Alayudha. Then betaking to his Jlusive 

rowess the latter then jumped down from 
fis car of which the horses, the wheels 
Askhasas and standard and Kurara had 
‘all. been shattered. Then through his 
illusive powers he showered a copious down- 
“pour of blood on the field. 


18. Then sky the appeared to be over- 
spread with darts, masses of clouds 
with flashes of lightning. A thunder 
storm then made its appearanee accom: 
panied by rumble of clouds and claps of 
thunder. 


19, Loud clappling sounds were also 
then heard in anban Beholding that 
illusion created by the Rakshasa Alayudha, 
the cannibal Ghotokacha, ; 

20. Soaring high, destroyed it by his 
own illusive power. Possessed of potent 
illusive powers Alayudha then seeing his 
own illusions nullified by those of his 
adversary, 

21. 


an to pour a heavy downpour of 
Stones on 


Ghatotkacha. That terrible 
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shower of stones, the brave Gh 
S, atotkacha 
baffled by means of a shower of arrows. 


They then poured o A 
n each othe 
weapons, t diverse 


23. Such as iron bludgeons, lances, maces 
sharp clubs, mallets, tridents, sabres, 
spears, long and small, Kampanas, 


24. Keen shafts, both long and 
broad-headed, and arrows and discuses, 
and battle axes, and Ayagudas, and sharp 
arrows and weapons with heads like those 
of kine, Ulukhalas,. 


25—27.. And they then struck each other 
tearing up many kinds of large branched 
trees, such as Sami, Pilu, Karira, Champa- 
ka, and O Bharata, Juguda, Vadari, blos- 
soming Kovidara, Plaksha, Arimedhas, 
Palasha, and the Camian, the Peepul, as 
also with numerous crests of mountains 
decked with various kinds of metals. 


2% Theclash, produced by those trees 
and mountain crests, became as loud as 
the sound of the roaring thunder. Indeed 
the battle, that then raged between Ala- 
yudha and Bhima’s son was, O monarch, 
fierce in the extreme, 

29—30. Like that which took place in 
the days of yore between the two monkey 
chiefs Vali and Sugriva. They wounded 
each other with shafts and various other 
kinds of weapons as also with keen-edged 
swords. Then those two mighty Rakshasas, 
rushing against each other, caught hold of 
each other by the hair. 

31. And those two huge warriors, covered 
with numerous wounds on their bodies and 
blood and perspiration trickling down, ap- 
peared beautiful like two mighty masses of 
clouds pouring rain. 


2. Then rushing with great violence 
and whirling the Rakshasa on high and 
dashing him down} again, Hidimva’s son . 
cut off the large head of his adversary. 


33. Then holding that head graced 
with a pair of ear-rings, the puissant 
Ghatotkacha uttered a terrific roar. 


34. Beholding the huge-bodied brother 
of Vaka, that subduer of foes, slain, the 
Panchalas and the Pandavas uttered tre- 


mendous war-cries. 


35. Thereupon on 
Rakshasa the Pandava 
thousands of drums and 
conches. 

That night then exclusively brought 
ee Tii Bandavas; echoing with the 
sound of musical instruments and illumined 
with torches it then appeared highly beau- 


tiful. 


~ the fall of that 
troops struck up 
ten thousand 
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$ hen the highly puissant son’ of 
Wna TOE that a of Alayudha at 
he face of Duryodhana who was then ren- 
lered insensible. 

.28. Thereupon Duryodhana, beholding 
ha heraic Alayudha slain, became filled 
vith¥great anxiety together with all his 
roops. — 

. Alayudha, having come to Duryo- 
Thana out fof his own accord, recollecting 
tis old enmity, had said to the latter, that 
ye would slay Bhima. 


The Kuru king had, considered the 
laughter of Bhima to be certain and had 
considered the length of the days of his 
yrother also to be measured. 


41. Then beholding that Alayudha (on 
Whom all his hopes rested) slain by the son 
yf Bhimasena, Duryodhana considered 
Bhirha’s vow (about the slaughter of, himself 
and his brothers) to be already fulfilled. 


us ends the one hundred and seventy- 
ninth chapter, the slaughter of Alayudha 
th the Ghatotkacha-ladha of the Drona 
Parva. 


CHAPTER. CLXXX. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

ita Having slain the Rakshasa Alayudha 
‘Ghatotkacha was greatly delighted; and 
hen standing at the-very van of the troops 
he began to utter diverse kinds of roars. 


2. Those loud roars ‘of -his, capable of 
his making an elephant tremble, entering 
‘nto the car of troops, struck a great panic 
to their hearts, O mighty monarch. 


‘3. Meanwhile the mighty-armed Karna, 
Deholding the highly puissant son of Bhima 
engaged with Alayudha, rushed ‘against 
the Panchalas, — 
~ ‘4. ‘He proceeded against Dhristadyumna 
‘and Sikttandin, each ‘with ten strong and 
“straight shafts, shot from ‘bis bow drawn -to 

its fullest stretch. 


` ig. “Thereafter ‘with a group of other |- 


arrows, consisting of Narachas, &c., the 
son-of Suta caused Yudhamanyu, Utta- 
manjas and the mighty car-warrior Satyaki 
to tremble, 

6. The bows of all those warriors also, 
Q king, ‘engaged in ‘shooting shafts right 
and left, were also seen incessantly to be 
adean ma circle, | 

In that night the sound of their palms 















and the twang of their bow-strings and 
the clatter of their.car-whecls were so loud 
as to resemble the rumble of cloud at the 
end of summer. 


8. Then, O monarch, that battle appear- 


ed to be a cloud of which the sound of car- 
clatter and bow-twang constituted the roar 
of thunder ; the bows of warriors its flashes 
and showers of arrows its torrents of rain. 


O foremost of kings, then Vikartana’s 


son Karna, that crusher -of his foes, im- 
‘movable like a hill and equal toa hill in 
ersonal proportion destroyed that wonder- 


ul shower of arrows. 


10. ‘Then’Vikartana’s son, high-souled, 


ever devoted to the interests of your sons, 
began to slay his adversaries in that battle, 
with Tomaras, which, in their fall, resem- 
bled the thunder-bolt, and also with sharp 
arrows furnished with variegated wings of 
gold. 


11. Some (of the enemy’s host) then had 


their standards broken and torn; some had 
their bodies torn and mangled with sharp 
arrows. Some were deprived of theigehari- 
oteers, some of their horses, and some were 
soon maimed by Vikartana’s son. ` 


12, Getting no refuge, the sPanchala 
hosts then fell back upon the division of 
Yudhisthira, Beholding these troops broken 
and compelled to turn away, Ghatotkacha 
then became excited to the highest pitch of 
uty, 


13. Then mounting on his excellent car 
adorned with gold and gems, he began to 
roar like a lion, Thereafter approaching 
Vikartana’g son Karna he pierced him 


vith arrows resembling the bolt of Heaven 
itself, 


14. They both then covered the welkin 
with showers of barbed arrows, Narachas, 
Sintmukhas, Nalikas, Dundas, Asanis, 
Karyofanlasi Varahakarnas, and broad- 

eaded and razor-faced arr t 
pointed like horns. pasand setts 


15. The welkin then, shrouded with that 
accowy. shower, appeared in consequence 
a these gold-winged shafts of burnin 
e ulgence flying. straight through it, -as jif 

ung with festoons of beautiful flowers. 


16. Of'unequalled splendour, they ` 
ee. Q e 4 
were each other's match and they oa 
wounded ach otr with exċellent'weapons 
N ceuld then find ‘any : iori i 
either of those two excellent herees, o 7 : 


17. The ‘battle, that w. 
between the sons of Surya Ae 
nich showers of arrows were discharged 
loóked “highly charming, atid “presented 

most an “Unequalted aspect like. what: is 


thus fought 


‘Bhima and - 
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seen in the fierce encounter between Rahu 
and the sun in the heavens. 


Sanjaya said :— 

18. When O king, Ghatotkacha, that 
foremost of all wielders of weapons, found 
that he could get no advantage over 
Karna he invoked into existence an exceed- 
ingly fierce weapon. 


19. Then with that weapon having at 
first slain Karna’s steed, the Rakshasa 
next destroyed his driver. And then the 
son of Hidimva quickly rendered himself 
invisible even then and there. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

20. When that Rakshasa, after fight- 
ing by underhand measures, had thus dis- 
appeared, O Sanjaya, describe to me what 
betell my troops then. 


Sanjaya said :— 

21. Then beholding the Rakshasa dis- 
‘appear, all the Kurus then exclained aloud 
saying :— Appearing next to view, the 
Rakshasa, fighting by underhand means, 
will certainly slay Karna.” 


22. Thereupon Karna, who was endued 


with extreme lightness in the use of diverse | 


weapons, covered all the points of the com- 
pass with his arrowy net-work, Then in 
‘consequence of the welkin being darkened 
by those showers of arrows, no creature 
could be seen distinguished. 


23. So great was the lightness of hand 
‘displayed by the son of Suta that nobody 
could then mark when he touched his 
quiver with his fingers, when he placed 
his arrows on the bow-string, and when he 
aimed and let them off. The whole welkin 
was then darkened with his shafts. 


24. Then a fierce and dreadful il'u-ion 
was invoked into existence in the welkin by 
the Rakshasa. We then beheld in the sky 
what appeared to be a mass of red cloud 
esl the terrible flames of a raging 
fire, 


25. O ruler of the Kurus, then from 
that cloud were seen to issue out flashes 
‘of lightning and burning flame-beams. Tre- 
mendous roars also issued therefrom, re- 
sembling the din of thousands of drums 
beaten simultaneously. 


26. From it also fell many gold-winged 
shafts, spears, javelins, heavy clubs and 
such other weapons, as also battle-axes, 


swords cleansed with oil, and axes of 
blazing edges, and darts, 
127. And spiked bludgeons pouring 


shinning-rays, charming ‘maces made of 
iron, long lances of keen- points, - heavy 
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maces adorned with gold and: entwined, 
with strings, and Sataghnis all around. 


28. Large stones dropped from it and 
thousands of thunderbolts with loud olap,. 
and hundreds of wheels and razors of the 
effulgence of fire. 


29, Shooting countless arrows Karna 
then failed to destroy that thick and blazing 
shower of lances, swords, clubs, mallets, 
thunderbolts Asanis and axes. 


30. Then a tremendous uproar was 
caused there as horses fell struck with 
arrows, elephants came down being crushed 
with thunderbolts and car-warriors fell 
deprived of life by other weapons. 


31. Afflicted all around with the fall of: 
dreadful weapon's of various kinds discharg - 
ed by Ghatotkacha the army of Duryo- 
dhana, in great distress, were seen to move 
helplessly on the field of battle. E 


32. Cries of Alas and Oh then arose 
there; and the warriors with their cheerless 
expression indicated as if they were on the 
verge of ruin, But those foremost of men, 
inspired as they were with honorable senti» 
ments,did not then leave the field with faces” 
turned round. 


33- Then beholding that immensely 


| terrible and awful shower of weapons invoke 


ed into existence by the illusive energy of 
the Rakshasa and seeing their own troops 
felled incessantly by it, your sons were 
seized with a great panic. 

34. Jackals having tongues like the 
leaping flames of fire began to utter fierce 
howls by hundreds; the Rakshasa also 
uttered fierce yells. Hearing these dis- 
agreeable sounds, O king, your troops were 
greatly afflicted, 


35. Those fierce Rakshasas having fiery 
tongues, blazing countenances and sharp 
teeth, and forms huge as mountains, car- 
reering through the sky with lances in grasp, 
appeared like clouds pouring torrents of 
rain. 


36. Wounded and crushed with those 
dreadful arrows, spears, darts, maces, spik- 
ed bludgeons of great lustre, thunder-bolts, 
trident, Asanis, wheels, and Sataghnis, the 
Kaurava troops began to fall down. e 


37- The Rakshasas then went on pour- 
ing upon the warriors of your sons. loog 
spears, and treacle and Sataghnis, and. 
Sthunas made of steel and covered with 
strings of jute, and all the combatants 
became confounded. $ 

38. Heroic warriors with weapons, broken’ 
or falling off from their gasp. or deprived. of: 
heads, or, with maimed limbs, began. tod i 


gis 


ahe field. Then steeds and ele- 
sient ae chariots were also crushed to 
„pieces by the shower of stones, : 
; Those Yatudhanas of terrible forms 
created by Ghatotkacha by the help of his 
illusive powers, pouring that thick shower 
of mighty weapons, spared neither those 
that were frightened nor those that begged 
for mercy. 
‘ 4o. In the ruthless slaughter of Kuru 
heroes, brought on by Death himself, in 
that extermination of Kshatriyas the Kou- 
rava warriors suddenly broke and fled with 
speed, exclaiming :— 
: 4i. “Fly, O Kouravas, all is lost. The 
gods with Indra at, their head are slaying 
us. for the sake of the Pandavas.” At that 
time there was nobody that could save the 
sinking Bharata troops. 


. 42. During that terrible uproar and 
shout and carnage of the Kurus, the divi- 
sions loosing their distinguishing marks the 
‘parties could not be differentiated from one 
another. 


. 43, In that dreadful fight. in which no- 
ody paid any regard for any one else, every 
side g the field, when looked at, appeared 
to be sad, O monarch. Karna alone was 
then to be seen drowned in that downpour 
‘of arrows. 


44. Then Karna covered the welkin with 
his shafts, striking against that celestial 
Wlusion of the Rakshasas. Theson of Suta, 
endowed with miodesty and achieving the 
most difficult and praiseworthy feats, was 
‘not at all confounded in that battle. 


~ 45. O king, then all the Saindhavas, and 
Walhikas looked in fear at Karna whose 
senses were not confounded in that fight. 
And they all applauded him whether they 
fooked at the triumphs of the Rakshasa. 


_ 46. Thereafter a Sataghnt, furnished with 
wheels, was discharged at Karna by Gha- 
totkacha, and it despatched at once the four 
steeds of Karna. These horses then fell 
‘down on their knees, deprived of life, teeth, 
ees and tongues. 


*..47. Then descending from his horseless 
chariot and seeing the Kouravas fly away 
„and beholding his own celestial weapons 
repulsed by the illusion of the Rakshasa, 
“Karna, not at all confounded, turned his 
` faind inwards and then began to reflect as 
. to what he should do next. 


<48 vit that time all the Kouravas, be- 
bolding Karna amd the terrible illusion of 
the Rakshasas, cried out saying:—O Karna, 
slay the Rakshas with your dart. The 
“Koúravas and the Dhartarastras are on the 
‘fppint of being exermihated:-- - 
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What can Bhima or Arjuna do to 
us? Slay this wicked Rakshasa, who is con- 
suming us all, at this dead of night. They, 
that will escape alive from this encounter, 
will fight with the Parthas to-morrow, 


50. Therefore slay this dreadful Rakshasa, 
now with that dart given to you by Vasava. 
© Karna, let not these great warriors, the 
Kouravas, these royal combatants that 
resemble Indra himself, be all exterminated 
in this night-fight. 

51. Then Karna, seeing the Raksha 
alive at the middle of night and the Kuru 
army filled with fear and hearing also the 
loud wails of the latter, set his heart upon 
hurling his dart. 


52. .Burning with wrath like an infuriate 
lion, and unable to brook the assaults of 
the Rakshasa Karna took up that foremost 
of victory-giving and indomitable darts, 
desirous of achieving the destruction of 
Ghatotkacha. 


53- That dart, O monarch, which he had 
kept and worshipped through years for 
encompassing the slaughter of Pandu’s son 
in battle, that excellent dart that Indra 
himself had given to Suta’s son in excharmge: 
for the latter’s ear-rings, 


54. That burning and dreadful dart 
entwined with strings and which seemed 
to long for blood, that terrible missile that 
looked like very tongue of death or his 
sister, that resplendent and fearful dart 
Vikartana’s son now hurled at the Raksha- 


sa. 

55, _ Thereupon seeing that excelfent and 
glittering weapon, capable of penetrating 
through the body of every foe, in the hands 
of Suta’s son, the Rakshasa fled away in 


fear making his body prodiyi i 
foot of the Vindhya hill mee 


56. Then seeing that dart in the gras} 
of Karna all creatures, in the heavens, AR 
to utter loud wails. Fearful winds began 
to blow and thunders with tremendous 
clap began to fall on the earth. 


` 7. Then chat dart, 
ing illusion and goi 
the, Rakshasa, sata 
thefnight into a stony 


destroying the blaz- 
through the breast of 
aloft and penetrated in 


heavens. constellation in the 
58. Thus having fou 5 abe 

i _ fought with various 

kinds of weapons with numerous heroic 


warriors and Rak 
uttering ate Ghototkacha, then 


of life with that dart of Thane. foi deprived 


ful feat that the Raksh: RA ye 
t ; asa ach ; 

destruction of his foes vis tharat ae 

penetratéd by that dart 








DRONA 


he shone resplendent, O monarch, like a 
mighty-mountain or a mass of clouds. 


6o. Having assumed that terrible and 
dreadful figure, Bhimasena’s son of fright- 
ful deeds fell down. When dying, O 
monarch, he fell upon a portion of your army 
and pressed those troops down by the 
weight of his own body. 

61. Then falling down with force, the 
Rakshasa, with his huge and still inercasing 
body, desirous of benefitting the Pandavas, 
slew a full Akshouhini of your troop, while 
he himself gave up his life. 


62. Then a tremendous uproar com- 
posed of the war cries of combatants, beasts, 
of conclis and sound of drums and cymbals 
arose there. The Kouravas, then beholding 
the Rakshasa slain and his illusion destroy- 
ed, uttered loud shouts of joy. 

63. Then Karna, applauded by the 
Karus, as Sakra had been by the Marutas 
upon the death of Vritra, ascended be- 
hind the car of your son and becoming, 
the abject of every body's sight entered the 
Kuru host. 
` Thus ends the ona hundred eighty first 
chapter, the slaughter of Ghatotkacha in 
the Ghatotkachabadha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXI. 
(GHATOTKACHA BADHA PARVA) 


— Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 
t. Beholding Hidimva’s son slain and 
lying like a riven hillall the Pandavas began 


to shed copious tears of grief. 


2. But the son of Vasudeva, overwhelm- 
ed with delight, began to utter there loud 
war-cries thereby causing pain to the Pan- 
davas. 


3. Indeed uttering loud shouts he then 
embraced the son of Pandu. Thus uttering 
loud roars and drawing the reins of the 
steeds, 


4. He began to dance in joy, like a 
tree shaken by the tempest. Then embrac- 
ing Partha once more and clapping his 
armp-its, 


S. That undeteriorating god, endowed 
with great intelligence, once more uttered 
roud roars standing on the terrace of his 
car. Then beholding those signs of joy 
manifested by Kesava, Dhananjaya, 


6. O monarch, with a beast overwhelmed 

-with grief, addressed the former saying :— 

" O slayer of Madhu, you are showing 
delight at a time scarcely fit for it. 
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7. Indeed on an occasion for sorrow 
generated by the death of ,Hidimva’s son 
our troops, beholding Ghototkacha slain, ars 
flying away. 

8. We also are filled with great grief, at 
the death of Hidimva’s son, O Janarddana. 
The cause of your delight on such an occa- 
sion must indeed be very serious. 


9. O foremost of all truth-speaking 
men, therefore tell me today truly 
the cause of your joy. O subduer of foes, 
if it is not a secret, it behoves you to say it 
to me. i 


10. O Slayer of Madhu, tell me what 
has disturbed your patienee to day? O 
Jannardana, l consider this fickleness af 
yours to be like the drying up of the ocean 
or the walking of the Meru- mountain, 


Yasudeya's son said :— 


11. Overwhelming is the delight that 
has filled me now. Hear it, O Dhananjaya, 
What I shall tell you will immediately 
dispel your sorrow and impart joy on your 
beast. 


tz. O you of great splendour, his sakti 
having been used against Ghatotkacha, 
regard Karna as already slain in battle. 


13. No person could have confronted 
Karna, if like Kartikeya he would have 
stood in battle armed with that dart. 


14. Itis through good fortune that his 
armour had been taken away, that his ear- 
rings had been taken away from him; by 
good luck it is that his infallible dart also 
had been baffled by Ghatotkacha. Pes 


15. Covered in his natural coat of mail 
and decked with his natural ear-rings, 
Karna, having his senses under thorough 
control, could, single-handed, defeat the 
three worlds with the gods therein. 


16. Neither Vasava, nor Kuvera, nor 
Varuna, the lord of the waters, nor the gud 
of Death, could venture to confront him. 


17. If that foremost of men had his 
natural coat of mail and ear-rings then 


‘neither yourself, wielding the Gandiva, nor 


myself uplifting the discus Sudarsana could 
have defeated him in battle. 


18. For your good, Karna was deprived 
of his ear-rings by Indra with the aid of 
illusion. In the same manner that subjug- 
ator of hostile troops was deprived of his 
armour. 


1g. As Karna had given his effulgent 
ear-rings and armour cutting them off from 
his body he is designated as Vikartana. - 


20. Karna now appears to me to be like 
an infuriate snake of virulent_venem stupi- 
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fied by the virtue of incantation or like a 
fire with its ames quenched. 

21—22. O mighty-armed onë; since the 
time the illustrious Sakra gave that Saku 
to Karna in exchange for the latter's ear- 
tings and armour—that Sakti, which has 
slain Ghatotkacha from that time; Vrisha 
having obtained it, had always regarded you 
‘as Slain in battle. 


23. But though deprived of that dart; 
I swear to you, O sinless one, that hero 
could not still be defeated by any one else 
save yourself. 


24. Devoted to the Brahmanas, truth- 
ful, of ascetic practices and vow-observ- 
ing, and merciful on his foes, Karna is 
called Vrisha. 


25. Delighting in battles, possessed of 
mighty arms, his bow ever ready for use, 
like a lion in the forest depriving leaders of 
elephantine herds of their pride, 


26. Karna ever humilates the pride 
of many mighty car-warriors, and resem- 
bles the mid-day sun incapable of being 
looked at. 


. 27. When fighting with all the high- 
souled and excellent warriors of your army, 
O foremost of men, Karna, discharging his 
showers of arrows, looks like the autumnal 
sun of myriad rays. 


28. Just like clouds atthe end of sum: 
“mer pouring torrents of rain, Karna, shoot- 
ing incessantly showers of arrows, resembles 


‘a pouring cloud charged with celestial wea-+ 


“pons. 

29. He is incapable of being vanquished 
in battle by the very gods shooting showers 
of arrows in all directions and discharging 
flesh and blood profusely. 


go. Deprived ot his armour, ‘and his 
two ear-rings O sonof Pandu, and having 
„given up his Sakti given to him by Sakra 
Karna tody is nothing more thana mortal. 


. gt. There will happen only one oppor- 
“tunity for his slaughter. When the wheels 
of his chariot will be sunk in the earth, 
availing yourself of that opportunity and 
exerting vigourously you should slay him, 
acting up to my hint. 


3233 The conqueror of Wala that ex- 
cellent hero, weilding his thunder, cannot 
slay the indomitable Karna when he stands 
armed with weapons. Indeed, O Arjuna, 
for, your welfare, by the help of numerous 
‘machifations, I have destroyed,-one after 
*arfother ‘Jarasandha, ‘the high-souled ruler 


“9f. the Nishada tribe, other great. Rakshasas 
2 aying Bidimyp, Krimira and Vaka for 
“their lead 


ers, as also Alayudha that crusher 





| ousity of ‘the thunder h ‘Sakra 
of the’ Chedis; the mighty armed Ekalavya | eee 


of hostile’ troops and Ghatotkacta that 
giiider of enemies and of fearful feats. 


Thus ends the one hundred and eightys 
rst chapter, the joy of Krishna, tn the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of thé Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXIi. 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA} 
—Dontinued. 
Arjuna said:- 
1. How, O Janarddaia, and by w 
measures were those lords of eartlt 


Jarasandha and others slain, fot our wel: 
fare ? 


Vasudeva said :— 


2 hed not Jarasandha, the ‘ruler of 
the Chedis and the highly puissant pringe 
of the Nishadas been sth teire the 
would have become very terrible by this 
time. 


3. Duryodhana would thet surely have 
invited those foremost of car-warriors td 
embrace his cause, and they, ever hostile 
to us, must have chosen the Kourava party: 


4. They all were brave, fierce bowmen; 
accomplished in the use of weapons, and 
firm in battle; and they would have then 
defended the Dhartarastras like so many 
immortals. 


5 The son of Suta,, Jarasandha, the 
tuler of the Chedis, and the printe of ° the 
Nishadas,—these, united with Suyodhana,; 
might have conqured the whole earth. $ 


6. Itwas through my tactics that they 
were slain. Hear from me of those‘tactics, 
Indeed even the gods, without the employ- 


ment of tacties, could mot-have defeatéd 
them in battle. 


7. Each of fhem, individually, could 
have fought with entire army of the celes= 
tials, protected by the regents of the worlds 
themselves, O son of Pritha ! : 


8. Once on a time, afflicted by`th 
. e Q E 
of Rohini, Jarasandha, excited to the highest 
pitch of fury, hurled at ourselves a! mace 
capable of slaying all creatures. 3 f 
ae Sparkling ‘like’ the 
at mace flew towards ourselves dividir 
the welkin ‘like ‘the line Neh cues tke 
tresses of a woman; and with ‘the impepue. 


“tongues of “fire, 


10. Then behotding that mice i 
towards us, the son of Rohini, Een aR, 


that mace, hurled’ ` : ‘SP 
Sthanukaena,. Peate weapon . known Kas 


DRONA 


tr. Repulsed by the force of Baladeva's 
weapon, that mace fell on the earth riving 
her open) and causing the mountains thereon 
to tremble. 


12. There was a terrible Rakshasi, by 
name Jara, possessed of dreadful might. 
She, O monarch, had put together the 
different parts of Jarasandha’s body, and 
therefore was the latter so named. 


13. From two mothers, the two halves 
of his body come out separately. And in 
consequence of those two halves being 
united by that Rakshasi, he was called 
Jarasandha. 


14. That Rakshashi,'that was then within 
bowels of the death, was slain with her 
sons and relatives, O son of Pritha, by 
means of that mace and that weapon 
Sthanuharna. 


15. Deprived of that mace of his 
years was slain in a fierce encounter 

y Bhimasena even before your very eyes 
O Dhananjaya ! 


16. Had the puissant Jarasandha been 
then armed with his mace then, O fore- 
most of men, even the celestials, with 
lndra at their head, could not have suc- 
ceeded in slaying him in battle. 


17. For your good also was the mighty 
son of the Nishadhas, deprived, by a 
guileful means, of his thumb, by Drona 
who assumed the position of his preceptor. 


18, That prince of the Nishadas of 
resolute prowess with his finger-protectors 
tied round them, used to rove in the forest, 

_ swelling with his own pride, like a second 
Rama. 


19. Retaining the use of his thumb 
Akalavya could not have been defeated in 
battle by the Danavas, the celestials, the 
Rakshaasas and the serpents, all united 
together in battle. 


) 


29. Of firm grasp, accomplished in the 
use tf weapons, incessantly shooting his 
weap ons, he could snot have been looked 


at by mere men? 


2i. 
in the van of battle. The powerful ruler 
.of the Chedis was also slain before your 
very eyes. 


22., He also was incapable of being con- 
.quered in battle by the celestials and the 
Asuras. l suffered this birth only for 

`, BEE ee him and other such molesters 
„of the gods. 


: 23. With your aid, in order to achieve 
the world’s welfare, O foremost of men, 
Hidimva and Vaka and Krimira had all 
been slain by Bhimasena, = 


4r 





For your good, he was slain by me 
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24. Also Alayudha, possessed of ent 
powers of illusion, has been slain by Hidim- 
va'sson. Allother Rakshasas, brave like 
Karna and destroyers of the Brahma, 
sacrifice, have also been slain. 


25. Through our tactics Karna used that 
Sakti of his in felling the son of Hidimva. 
If on the other hand, Karna had not slain 
this Rakshasa by his Sakti, 


26. Then it would have been my (pain- 
ful) duty to slay Bhimasena’s son Ghacot~ 
kacha. It was only for pleasing you that 
I did not slay him before. 


27. This Rakshasa was a contumner of 
the Brahmanas and a destroyer of sacri- 
fices ; this wicked-souled one was inimical 
to the performance of sacrifices and there- 
fore has he been slain thus. 


28. O sinless one, through our tactics 
the Sakti given to him by Sakra has been 
also rendered useless, O son of Pandu, 
those who destroy righteousness are all 
slayable by me. 


29—30. This vow has been taken for 
establishing righteousness. Where there 
are the Vedas, truth, self-control, purity, 
righteousness, humility, prosperity, wisdom, 
and forbearance, there [ am also to he 
found. You need not now be at all anxious 
about the slaughter of Karna. 


31. I shall tell you the means through 
which you shall be able to slay Karna. 
Vrikodara also will slay Suyodlana in 
battle. 


32. O son of Pandu, I shall also tell you 
the means by which that one's slaughter 
will been compassed. But now, the tumult of 
the hostile cry is increasing every moment. 


33. Your own troops also are flying 
away in all the ten directions of the com- 
pass ; the Kourava warriors, having reached 
their aim, are now killing your troops. 
Yonder indeed does Drona, that foremost of 
smiters, consume our ranks, 

Thus ends the one hundred and eighty 
second chapter, words of Krishna in Gha- 
totkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CLXXNIII. 
GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA 


—Continued. 


Dhritarastra said :— 

1. If Suta’s son had possessed sucha 
Sakti as was sure to slay one here, why 
then excepting ail others, did he not hurl 
it at Pritha’s son Arjuna, 
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2. Had Arjuna been slain by that Sakti, 
then all the Srinjayas and Pandavas also 
would have be slain. Indeed, if Phalguna 
could have been slain, then victory cer- 
tainly would have been ours. 


3. “Challenged, I would never turn back” 
even this was the vow taken by Arjuna. 
The son of Suta should therefore have 
summoned Arjuna in battle. 

4. Tell me, O Sanjaya, why then Vri- 
sha, summoning Arjuna to a single combat, 
did not slay the latter by means of the 
Sakti given him by Indra. 


5. Surely my son isa fool and has not 
good counsellors also to guide him ; that 
wretch is ever outwitted by the foe, how 
then can he hope to obtain victory over 
them ? 


6. That Sakti which was such a power- 
ful weapon, and on which rested his hopes 
of victory, also: even that Sakti had been 
made futile by Vasudeva’s son through 
Ghatotkacha. 


7. Asa fruit is snatched away from the 
hands of acripple with withered arms by 
a powerful man, even so has that mortal 
Sakti, of Karna, been made futile by 
Krishna, through Ghatotkacha. 


8. Just as in a battle between a boar 
and a dog, the huntsman is the party to 
forfeit when cither is slain, so, I think, O 
intelligent one, Vasudeva’s son is to be party 
benefitted in that battle between Karna and 
Hidimva’s son. 


g. “If Ghatotkacha slays Karna in batile 
the Pandavas will be greatly benefitted ; 
on the other hand, if Karna slays Ghatot- 
kacha in battle there will be a great gain 
to the Pandavas because then Karna's 
Sakti will be useless,” 


10. Thinking inthis way and for doing 
what was agreeable to the Pandavas 
that foremost of men Vasudeva, endued 
with great wisdom, had caused Ghatotkacha 
to be slain by Karna in battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 


11—12. Knowing perfectly well what 
Karna desired to do, the- slayer of Madhu, 
the mighty armed Jannardanna, O monarch, 
ordered the foremost of the Rakshasas, vis., 


Ghatotkacha of puissant might to engage in- 


a duel with Karna for rendering, Ò king, 
thé latter’s death-dealing Sakti fruitless. 
All this, O monarch, is the out-come of 
your wicked policy. 


13. 0 Perpeiuator of Kuru’s race, we 
could then have surely been successful had 
not Krishna protected that mighty car- 
warrior Partha from Karna, a 


14. O Dhritarastra, Partha, with his 
horses, charioteer, and standard, would have 
been completely destroyed in battle, had he 
been deprived of the aid of Jannardana, 
that lord of all yoga prowess, 


15. Protected with various means and 
always defended by Krishna, Partha ever 
defeats his foes, encountering them. 


16. Indeed, it was Krishna that rescued 
Pritha’s son from that death dealing Sskti 
otherwise that weapon would have quickly 
consumed the son of Kunti like the bolt of 
Heaven destroying a tree. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


17. My son is quarrelsome ; his coun- 
sellors are so many tools. He is proud of 
his wisdom. He has thus overlooked the 
certain means that have given him victory. 


18. Why, O Suta, did not Karna of high 
intelligence that foremost of all weilders 
of weapons discharge that fatal Sakti at 
Dhananjoya? 


19. Why, O Gavalgani’s son, did you too 
forget this preat object, since, endued as 
you are with great intelligence, you did not 
remind Karna? 


Sanjaya said :— 
20. Indeed, every night,O monarch, this 
used to form the subject of deliberation 


among Duryodhana, Sakuni, Dussasana 
and myself. j 


21. O Karna, leaving alone the rest 
of the warriors do you slay Dhananjaya. 
After tbat we shall lord over the Pan- 
chalas and the Pandavas as if they were 
mere slaves. 


22. „Or it may be that upon the fall. of 
Pritha s son, he, of Vrishni’s race, will ap- 
point another among the Pandavas to act 
as the leader of them, 'lherefore let 
Krishna be slain. 


3 23. Krishna is the root of the Pandavas, 
artha is their risen trunk. The other sons 


of Pritha and the Panchalas are like their. 


branches and leaves respectively. 


24, The Pandavas have Krishna f 
their shelter, Krishna for their Meets, 
and Krishna for their leader. Kristna is 


their main support li 
i ike 
constellations, Re 0 o te 


25. Therefore, O son of S | 

j uta, leav 
abie the leaves, the branches and ihe 
: un of the Pandava tree. Know Krishna 
© be its root, ever and every where.” 


26. (Thus indeed did we 
th 
R Karna). Had he slain the Rah a RA 
asara race, that delighter of the Yadav-; 
8s, and ii that case, the whole earth, Q` 
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monarch, would certainly have come under 
your sway. 

27. If that illustrious delighter, of the 
Yadu race and of the Pandavas, had lain 
prostrate on the field being slain in battle, 
then, O ruler of men, this earth certainly 
would have fallen under your sway together 
with all her mountains, forests and seas. 


28. We rose every morning with this 
resolution regarding that lord of the celes- 


tials, vis., Hrishikesha of infinite prowess. | 


‘But at the time of battle we forgot our 
resolution. 


29. Iesava ever defends Kunti’s son 
Arjuna. He never allowed Arjuna to ex- 
‘pose himself before Suta’s son in battle, 


30. That undeteriorating one even made 
other foremost of car-warriors confront 
Karna, thinking how that fatal Sakti 
of ours might be rendered futile by us, O 
master. 


31. When again the illustrious Krishna 
protected Pritha’s in this manner, why, O 
king, would not that foremost of kings pro- 
tect his own self ? 


-32. Upon mature thought, I see that 
there is no person in the three worlds who 
is able to defeat that subduer of foes vis 
Janarddana, that hero bearing the discus 
in hand. 


Sanjaya said :— 

33. That foremost of car-warriors vis. 
Satyaki of prowess incapable of being 
baffled, asked the mighty-armed Krishna 
about the great car-warrior Karna say- 
ing :— E : 

34. “O Janarddana, it had been Karna’s 
firm resolve that he would hurl that dart of 
infinite energy at Phalguna. Why then 
did he not hurl if at him actually,” 


Vasudeva said :— 


g Dussasana, Karna, Sakuni the ruler 
of the Sindhus with Duryobhana at their 
head, had. frequently held consultation about 
this subject. 


36. \They used to say to Karna “Oh 
Karna, oh mighty bowman, O you of infi- 
nite prowess in battle, you should not hurl 
this Sakti at any one close, O foremost of 
all vtctorious combatants, 


` 37. Except the mighty car-warrior 
Partha, that son of Kunti who had conquer- 
ed the lord of wealth himself. Like Vasava 
among the Gods, he is the most illustrious 
among the Pandavas. 


38. Upon his slaughter, the rest of the 
Pandavas and the Srinjayas will be heart- 
less like the god deprived of the fire in his 
mouth.” 3 
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39. Karna having agreed, saying let it 
be so, O foremost of the Sinis, the slau 
ghter of the wielder of the Gandiva bow 


was ever the ruling thought in Karna's | 
mind, 


40. O foremost of warriors, it was I who 
confounded the son of Radha, in conse- 
quence whereof he did not hurl that 
Sakti at the son of Pandu owning white 
steeds, 


41. O foremost of warriors, as long as I 
did not succeed in nullifying that means 
of Arjuna’s death, I enjoyed neither sleep 
nor joy. 

42. Beholding that dart therefore ren- 
dered fruitless through Ghatotkacha, O 
foremost of the Sinis, I consider Phalguna. 


to be almost saved from the jaws of. 
Death. 


43. Neither my father nor my mother 
nor youreself, nor my brother, nor even. 
my life, is so worthy of my protection as 
is Vibhatsu in battle. : 


44. Ifthere be anything more precious 
that the sovereignty of the three worlds,’ 
even that I do not want to have at thecost 
of Dhananjaya the son of Pritha. 


45. Therefore, O Yuyudhana, a great 
joy has taken possession of my self today, 
in as much as I look upom Pritha’s son as 
returned from the dead. 


46. For this reason also was the Raksha- 
sa despatched by me to meet Karna. No 
oneelse could have checked the latter in 
this nocturnal fight. 


Sanjaya said: 
47. Then the son of Devaki did thus 
speak to Satyaki, he who was ever devoted 


to Dhananjaya’s good and to what was 
agreeable to him. 


Thus ends the one hundred and eighty- 
third chapter, the words of Krisna in the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXIV., 


(GHATOTKACHA-BADHA PARVA) 
: — Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. O sire, this act of Karna, Duryodhana, 
Sakuni the son of Suvala and especially of 
yourself, has been very much against’ the 
dictates of policy. 

2. Indeed when you knew that Sakti 
was capable of slaying only one person and 
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that it was incapable of being borne and re- 
meu even by the gods with Vasava at 
their head, 


3. Why then, O Sanjaya, was it not 
hurled by Karna at the son of Devaki or at 
Phalguna while he was engaged with these 
in battle before. 


Sanjaya said :— 

4. Every day returning from the field of 
battle, O ruler of men, we used to hold con- 
sultation in the night and speak unto 
Karna, O foremost of the Kurus, in the 
following manner. . O Karna, tomorrow 
this Sakti should be hurled at either Karna 
or Arjuna.” 


6. When however, the day dawned, O 
monarch, as fate would have it, Karna as 
well as all the other warriors forgot all 
about that resolution. 


7-_ Indeed it is destiny that is supreme 
tò all other forces, inasmuch as Karna did 
not slay either Partha or Krishna with the 
dart that he had in his grasp. 


8—9. Indeed because his intelligence 
had been confounded by destiny itself that 
he did not, stupefied by the illusion of the 
Gods, hurl that death-dealing dart given 
him by Vasava, though he held in his hand, 
at Krishna the son of Devaki it at Partha 
of prowess equal to that of Indra, for their 
destruction. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


io, You fare destroyed b Destiny, by 
our own understanding and by Kesava. 
he fatal dart of Vasava is lost having 
brought about the slaughter of Ghatotkacha 
who was as insignificant asa straw. 


11, Karna and my sons as all the other 
kings, through his greatly impolitic act, 

ve already gone to the abode of wealth. 

13. Describe to me how the battle raged 
between the Kurus and the Pandavas 
after the fall of Hridimva’s son. 


12. How did the Panchalas and the 
Srinjayas, arranged in order and well- 
skilled in smiting, fight, having rushed 
upon Drona in battle. 

14. How indeed did Pandus and Srin- 
jayas resist the striking Drona when he, 
proceeding ‘against them, penetrated into 
their host inflamed with wrath at the 
slaughter of Bhurisravas and Jayadratha, 
regardless of his very life and resembling 
a yopamRitigen on the destroyer himself 
with mouth agape, 


16. What also did they do in battle, 


O sire, vis, Drona’s son and ‚Karna and 
Kripa and others headed by Duryodhana 


that protected the preceptor, 


















said these words, 


Victory becomes uncertain,” 
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17. Describe to me, O Sanjaya, how my 


combatants in that battle covered with their 
arrows Dhanaajaya and Vrikodara who 
were desirous of slaying the son of Bhara- 
dwaja. 


18. How indeed did those, worked up 


with anger at the death of theruler of the 
Sindhus and those at the death of Ghatot- 
kacha, each side unable to brook their loss, 
fight during that night. 


Sanjaya said: 


19. Upon-the destruction, that night, O 


monarch, of the Rakshasa Ghatotkacha by 
Karna, all your soldiers filled with delight 
uttered loud shouts, x 3 


20. In that dark hour of night they 


furiously assailed the Pandava troop and 
began to slaughter them. 
king Yudisthira became highly depressed. 


Seeing all this 


21. O chastiser of foes, the mighty armed 


son of Pandu then addressed Bhima and 
thus spoke : 


the (rushing) host of Dhritarastra’s son. 


“O you of mighty arms, check 


22. Owing to the slaughter of Hidimva’s 


son a great stupefaction is overwhelming 
n 
“me. 


he sat down on the terrace of his car, 


Having commanded Bhima thus 


23. With tearful countenance and re- 


peated sighs the monarch became highly 
depressed on seeing Xarna’s prowess. 


{ 


| 


24—25. Seeing him so afflicted, Krishna ° 


26. If you are overtaken by depression 


Hearing these 


words of Krishna the very virtuous king 


Yudhisthira, 


27. Wiping his eves with his 
replied unto Krishna 
mighty arms, the ex 
not unknown to you, 


28. The dreadful consequences of 
Brahmanicide are his that forgets the 
services he gets at the bands of others. 


While we were living in the woods the illus- 
trious son of Hidimva, 


29. Although then a small 
us many good turns, O Jannarddana. 
Being informed that Pandu's son Arjuna 
had gone to acquire weapons, ; 


30. O Krishna, 
to see me in the 


there lived with us 
back, 


hands 
saying :—O you of 
cellent path of duty is 


boy only, did 


this fierce bowman went 
Kamyaka forest. He 
until Dhananjaya came 


“O son of Kunti, let ` 
not such grief oyertake you. This de- ° 
pression is not worthy of yourself, O chief 
of the Bharatas, as it is of an ordinary 
person ; arise © monarch and fight and 
bear this heavy burden of grief. 


ae 
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1. On. the occasion of our journey to 
the Ghandhamadana, we crossed all diffi- 
culties with his help. He then carried the 
fatigued daughter of the Panchialas on his 
own back. 


32. O master, the feats he had achieved 
in battle, fully prove that he was learned 
in all modes of warfare. That illustrious 
warrior did accomplish many difficult tasks 
for my sake only. 

33. O Janarddana, the affection that I 
naturally bear for. Sahadeva, even double 
that affection did I bear to that foremost of 
the Rakshasas Ghatotkacha. 


- 34. That mighty armed one was devo- 
ted tome; I loved him and he also loved 
me dearly. For all these reasons,- O 
descendant of the Vrishni race, I am de- 
pressed being afflicted with grief caused 
by his slaughter. 


35- Behold, O scion of the Vrishni race, 
- my troops routed by the Kouravas! Be- 
hold the two mighty car-warriors, Drona 
and Karna fight, yonder, to the best of 
their abilities. 


36. Lo!atthis dead hour of night, the 
Pandava army is being crushed like a 
forest of reeds by two infuriate elephants 
in rut. 


37. O Scion of Madhu” race, the 
Kouravas are striving hard: (for victory) 
setting at naught the might of Bhima’s 
arm and the vast mastery of weapons of 
Arjuna. 


38. Yonder joyfully roars Drona and 
Karna and king Suyodhana_ himself having 
slain the Rakshasa in battle. 


39. How is it, -Q Janarddana, that 
Hidimva’s son met with death in his en- 
counter with Suta’s son, although you and 
ourselves are still alive ? 

40. Putting ourselves to shame and 
under the very eyes of Savyasachin, 
© Krishna, Karna has slain the puissant 
son of Bhimasena. 

41. O Krishna, when Abhimanyu was 
slain by the sinful Dhartarastras the 
mighty car-warrior Savyasachin was not 
at hand. 


42. We also were held in check by the 
high-souled ruler of the Sindhus ; in the 
berpetration of that deed, Drona and 

rona’s son became instrumental. 


43. Karna was informed of the means 
of Abhimanyu’s death by the preceptor 
himself, While Abhimanyu was fighting 
with his sword, it was Drona who cut off 
that sword in twain. 


44. Like one heartless, Kritavarman 
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slew the four steeds and the two drivers 
of Abhimanyu when the latter was involved 
in a great predicament. 


45—46. Then other bowmen slaughter- 
ed and felled the son of Subhadra. For 
trifling offence only, O Krishna, the raler 
of the Sindhus was slain by the wielder of 
the Gandiva bow. O foremost of Yadus, 
this act did not afford me much delight. If 
at all it is just for the Pandavas to slaughter 
their foes, ; 


47. Then, I think, Drona and Karną 
should have been slain ere now. O fore- 
most of men, they are the cause of all our 
miseries, 

48. Getting these two for his sup- 
porter in battle, Suyodhana has become 
confident of his success. Indeed it was 
Drona or the son of Suta, with his followers 
who deserved to be slain. 

49. The mighty armed Dhananjaya 
slew the king of the Sindhus, who indeed, 
was the remote cause of the slaughter of 
Abhimanyu. It is surely my impera- 
tive duty to crush the son of Suta. 


5o. Therefore, O hero, I will fight for 
compassing the death of Suta’s son. The 
mighty-armed Bhima has already en- 
gaged himself with the division of Drona,” 


5t. Having thus spoken, king Yudhis- 

thira quickly advanced against Karna 

| stretching his mighty bow and blowing his 
| dreadful conch. 


52. Then with one thousand cars, three 
| hundred elephants, five thousand horses, 
| and the Panchalas and the Pravadrakas, 

53- Sikhandin quickly followed the 

king from behind. ‘Then the drums were 
beat and conchs blown by the 


54. Panchalas and Pandavas who were 
proceeding in Yudhisthira's van. There- 
upon the mighty armed Vasudeva addres- 
sing Dhananjaya said :— 


5 We! 
does king Yudhisthira advance to 
impelled by a desire for slaughtering Suta’s 
son. It is not proper that you should 
throughly rely on him in this encounter.” 


56. Having thus spoken, Hrisikesha 
urged the steeds to the best of their speed 
and he then followed behind the king, who 
had already advanced a long way. 


57- At that moment, beholding the very 
virtuous king Yudhisthira proceed with im- 
ptuousity for bringing about the slaughter 
of Suta’s son, Vyasa -approached him, and 
said these words to him who was then 
burning with the fire of grief and whose 
reason was clouded by it. 


under the iufluence of anger 
battle, 
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Vyasa said :— 


58. Indeed, O king, itis fortunate that 
Phalguna still lives, although he had several 
times encountered Karna in battle. It was 
for compassing the slaughter of Savya- 
sachin, that Karna preserved his Sakti. 


59. O foremost of the Bharatas, it is 
indeed fortunate that till now Jishnu never 
engaged in any duel with Karna. In that 
case, each of them, challenging the other, 
would have discharged their celestial 
weapons on all sides. 


60. Then the weapons of Suta’s son would 
have been destroyed by those of Arjuna. 
Then sorely distressed the former surely 
would have discharged the Sakti given him 
by Vasava at the latter, O Yudhisthira. 


61. In that case, O foremost of the 
Bharatas, a dreadful catastrophe would 
have overtakwn you. O bestower of honor, 
it is indeed ‘ortunate that the Raksha- 


sa has been slain (with that Sakti) in 
battle, 


62. Death himself has slain the Rak- 
shasa and the fatal Sakti of Vasava was 
only the instrument. O sire, it is for your 
good that he has been slain in battle. 


63. Do not give way to wrath, O fore. 
most of the Bharatas, and set not your 
heart on sorrow.’ O Yudhisthira, this is 
the finale of all animate beings in this 
world, 


64. United with your brother and the 
other high souled rulers of earth da you, O 
descendant of the Bharatas, give battle 
to the IXouravas, 


65. Onthe fifth day, the earth will fall 
under your sway, O foremost of men, 
meditate on virtue. 
-.66. With a delightfuf heart do you 
‘ever practise harmlessness, ascetic austeri- 
ties, charity, forbearance and truth, O son 
of Pandu. Victory ever follows in the 
‘wake of righteousness.” Having thus 
spoken to Pandu’s son, Vyasa disappeared 
then and there. 

Thus ends the one hundred eighty fourth 
chapter, the words of Vyasa, in the 
Ghatotkacha-badha of the Drona Parva. 


——<— 


CHAPTER CLXXXV. 
(DRONA-BADHA PARVA). 
Sanjaya said :— 
1. Thus spoken to by Vyasa the 


7 ver 
‘) virtuous king Yudhisthira, endued with 
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heroism, desisted himself from slaughtering 
Karna, O foremost of the Bharatas, 


2. Upon the slaughter of Ghatotkacha 
during that night by Suta’s son Karna, 
king Yudhisthira was overwhelmed with 
grief and wrath. 


3. Then beholding your vast host resis- 
ted by Bhima himself, he, addressing 
Dhistadyumna said, ‘Hold the pat-born 
Drona in check.’ 


4. O afflicter of your foes, it was for 
the express purpose of slaying Drona, that 
you sprang out of fire, armed with a. bow 
and arrows anda sword and cased ina 
coat of mail. 


5. Cheerfully assail Drona 
You have nothing to be afraid of. Let also 
Janamejaya, Sikhandin and Durmukha’s 
son and Jasadhara, 


6. Wrathfully assail the pot-born Drona 
from all sides, Nakula and Sahadeva, the 
son of Draupadi and the Pravadrakas, 

7...And Drupada and Virata accom- 
panied by their sons and brothers, and 
Satyaki and the Kekayas, the Pandavas 


in battle. 


' and Dhananjaya, 


8. Let, all these inspired with the desire 
for achieving the slaughter of Bharadwaja’s 
son, assail him from all sides. So also, 
let all the other car-warriors, and elephant 
riders and horsemen, 


9. And foot soldiers strive to overthrow’ 
that mighty car-warrior Drona in battle.” 
Thus commanded by the illustrious son of 
Pandu (Yudhisthira), 


10. Assailed the pot-born Drona with 
a view to defeat him. ‘Then as the Pan- 


davas rushed with great impetuousity and 
force, 


11. Drona, that foremost of all weilders 
of weapons, received them (duly) in battle. 
Thereupon king Duryodhana. with all 
efforts, assailed the Pandavas excited as he 
was with-tage, and solicitous of protecting: 
Drona’s life. ‘Then ensued the battle be- 
tween the troops of the Kurus and the 
Pandavas whose animals were exhausted 
as they challenged one another furiously. 
Deprived: of sleep and fatigued in battle, 
O mighty monarch, x 

14. ‘The mighty car-warriors knew not 
what to do.» That night consisting of three’ 
Yamas, hedious and dreadful, ‘ 


15. And destructive o! 
ared' to them to consist of a thousand 


amas. While they were bei ih Ke 
and mangled by one another, © men” 


16. And 
closed in slee 


f many lives, 


while their eyes were being 
P, mid-night setin. Then every 
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one became depressed and their spirits 
became low. 


17. Your troops as well as those of the 
enemy had their supply of weapons ex- 
hausted by that time. Passing the time 
thus the combatants, of both the armies, 
endued with modesty and energy, 


18. And observant of the duties of their 
order, did not desert their divisions. Others 
again, oppressed with sleep, left their 
weapons aside and laid themselves down 
on the field. 


19. Oppressed with sleep, some again 
Inid themselves down on the back of ele- 
phants, or on {that of horses or on their 
chariots, O Bharata, and O foremost of 
men, they were deprived of all moving 
powers. : : 

20. Other warriors, that were awake 
in that battle, despatched these to Yama's 
\ abode; others again, deprived of their senses 
‘in sleep and dreaming, slew their own 
comrades as also their opponents, re- 
garding every one as their foes. Indeed 
they fought on in that fierce battle uttering 
dreadful exclamations. 

22. Many again of our army, thinking 
that they should continue to fight with the 
foe, stood, O king, on the field of battle 
although their eyes were heavy with sleep. 


23. Some heroic warriors, during that 

hour of darkness, though blind with sleep, 

et gliding along the field, slew one another 
in that battle. 

24. Many of the enemy, entirely con- 
founded in sleep, were slain without being 
conscious of the strokes that put an end 
to their existence. 

25. Then, O foremost of men, behold- 
ing this plight of the soldiers, Vibhatsu 
exclaiming to the top of his voice, said these 

“words. 

26. ‘You all are fatigued and oppressed 
with drowsiness; and your animals also are 
so. Both the armes are enveloped with 
darkness and clouds of dust. 

27. © soldiers, if you like you may 
desist from the fight. Close your eyes, 
here on the field, only for a moment. 


28. Then when the moon arises ye 
Kurus and the Pandavas, having taken 
rest and shaken off your fatigue, you may 
again meet one another in battle for 
Securing paradise.” 


29. Hearing these word of the virtuous 
Arjuna, the pious warriors of the Kuru 
army agreed to follow up the former's 
suggestion, and addressing one another, 


40.’ Loudly said=Q_ ‘Karna, O king,’ 





| are intelligence and might. 
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Duryodhana, desist from fighting. The 
Pandava host has ceased to strike us.” 


31. Then, O Bharata, when Arjuna 
loudly uttered those words the Pandavs and: 
your troop desisted from the fight. 


32. ‘Those generous words of the illus- 
trious Arjuna were highly applauded by 
the Rishis, the celestials and the highly 
delighted soldiers. 

33, Then applauding those noble words 
of Arjuna, O Bharata, O foremost of 
men, the fatigued troop laid themselves 
down only for a moment, 

34. Then that army of yours, O Bharata, 
joyful at the prespect of sleep and rest, 
sincerely blessed Arjuna saying ;— 

35. “In you there are the knowledge of, 
the Vedas and the weapons. In you there 
In you there 


| are virtue, compassion for all creatures, O 





mighty-armed and sinless one. 


36. As we have been comforted by you, 
we wish you well, O Partha. May you 
reap prosperity soon and may you get, O 
brave hero, those objects and that are dear 
to your heart. 


37- Thus, O foremost of men, those 
mighty car-warriors, while praising Partha, 
thus were stupified by sleep and soon be- 
came silent, O ruler of men. 


38. Some laid themselves down on the 
back of horses, some on the elephants, some 
on the car-terraces, and some on the bare 
earth only. 


39. Other soldiers, well-armed, and with 
maces, swords, axes and lances in grasp 
and covered with coats of mail, laid them- 
selves down separately. 


40. Elephants, having trunks resembling 
the tapering bodies of serpents and adorned 
with the dust of the field, oppressed with 
sleep, began to make the earth's surface cool 
with breaths. 


41. The elephants, as they breathed on 
the ground, appeared beautiful like moun- 
tains (scattered over the field of battle) on 
which mighty serpents hissed. 


42. Steeds, in trappings of gold and 
with < manes flowing down their yokes, 
began to paw and make the ground uneven 
with their hoops, 


43- Thus O foremost of kings, every 
body slept there with the animal he rode. 
Steeds and elephants and soldiers, O fore- ` 
most of the Bharatas, 


44. Exhausted with exertion, slept on 
the field desisting from the battle. hat 
sleeping host,deprived of senses and plunged 
in sleep, appeared beautiful like a charm- 


328 


ing picture painted on canvas by a skilful 
artist. 


45. Then those Kshatriyas all youthful 
and graced with earings, mangled with one 
another’s shaft-wounds, lying down on the 
back of elephants slept as if lying on the 
breasts of beautiful ladies. 


46. Then the moon, that delighter of the 
eye and lord of the lilies of hue white as 
the cheeks of a youthful damsel, rose beau- 
tifying the quarter presided over by Indra 
himself. 


47. Indeed like a lion of the Udaya 
mountain with heams constituting hig manes 
of glittering ‘yellow, he issued out “of his 
cave in the east, dispelling the palpable 
darkness of night, resembling a large herd 
of elephants. 


48. That lover oi all lilies, bright as the 
body of Mahadeva's excellent bull, full- 
arched and radiant a- the bow of cupid 
and delightful and charming as the smile 
on the lips of bashful bride shone in the 
sky. 

49. Soon that Divine Lord having the 
hare for his emblem showed himsel red- 
dish, shedding brighter beams around. 


50. After this, the moon seemed to spread 
gradually a bright halo of far-reaching 
light that resembled the glamour of gold. 


51. Then the rays of that lustrous orb, 
dispelling the gloom of night gradually 
spread themselves on the earth, the welkin 
and the directions of the compass. 


52. Then within a moment the world 
was flooded with a stream of light and the 
palpable envelop of gloom soon fled away. 


53. When the world was illumined almost 
to the light of day, O king, some of the 
night-rangers began to rove about whilst 
others desisted from doing so. : 


54. Then, O king, all the troops were 
awakened by the beams of the moon like 
lotuses blown by the rays of the sun. 


55. Just as the ocean swells in conse- 
quence of the rising of the moon so that 
ocean of troops swelled at the rising of the 
moon. 

56. Thereupon, O ruler of men, once 
more the battle between men desirous of 
getting heaven raged, a battle that was 
destructive of the world of creatures, 


Thus ends the one hundred and ei 'hty- 
fifth chapter the sleep of the EE 
the Drona-badha of the Drona Parva; 
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CHAPTER CLXXXVIT 


(DRONA-BADHA PARVA) -- 
Conlin ued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then king Duryodhana, under the 
influence of anger, approched Drona and 
addressing him said these word for inspig- 
ing him with delight and wrath simultani- 
ously. x 


Duryodhana sgid :— 


2. No quarter should have been granted’ 
to our enemies when they were depressed 
at heart and exhausted with fatigue, and 
taking rest, especially as they are ever of 
sure aim. 


3. That we showed them mercy was 
only from a desire for: pleasing you. The 
fatigued Pandavas, however, have. now 
(after taking rest) become stronger. 


4. “We, on the other hand, are becoming 
reduced in might and in energy, while the: 
Pandavas, spared by you, are again. and 
again gaining strength, 

5 All weapons of celestial workmanship , 
and all Brahma weapons are known per- 
fectly to you. 


6, Neither the Pandavas, nor ourselves 
nor any other bowman of the world are 


equal to you in battle. This I tell you 
truly. 


7. Conversant with all kinds of weapons 
O foremost of regenerate ones, you: are. 
competent enough to slay with your celes- 
tial weapons, the gods, the Asuras, the, 
Gandharvas and all this world. 


8. The Pandavas are all afraid of yow,- 
Yet you always forgive them, remembering 
perhaps that they are your disciples, or 
owing to my unfortunate luck,” 


Sanjaya said :— 


g.. hus _repremanded and incited by 
your son, Drona, O monarch, wrathfully 
addressed Duryodhana saying :— : 


10—17, “Although I am advanced in 
years, yet, O Duryodhana, lam fighting” 
in battle to the best of my abilities, . All 
these men are versed in the use of weapons;: 
I am however well-versed in them. If 
from desire of. victory, I slay these men, 
there can be no more impious act for me: 
todo. However, what isin your heart, be 
it good or bad, 


12—13. I shall. accomplish, ; 
of the Kurus, at your belets R cha 
be otherwise. Putting forth my prowess 
in battle and slaying’ a the P. alas=y 
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will put off my coat of mail, O. monarch, I 
swear this to you for sooth. “You think 
that Kunti’s son Arjuna was exhausted in 
battle. 


14—15. O mighty-armed [Kourava, listen 
to what I say regarding his prowess. If 
Savyasachin’s anger is excited, neither the 
Gandharvas nor the Yakshas, nor the Rak- 
shasas can venture to oppose him. On the 
occasion of the burning of the Khandava 
forest, he fought with the chief of the gods 
himself. 


16, With his arrows, the high-souled 
Arjuna then worsted the pouring Indra. 
Yakshas and. the Nagas and the Daityas 
and other creatures, 


17. Proud of their strength, were then 
slain by that foremost of men. ‘This also 
you know. On the occasion of the number- 
ing of cattle, the Gandharvas, headed by 
Chitrasena and others, were defeated by 
him. 


18. You also were set free from the 
bondage to the Gandharvas by that resolute 
bowman, The Nivatakavachas, and other 
enemies of the gods, 

19. Unslayable by the gods themselves 
in battle, were also vanquished by that hero. 
Thousands of Danavas dwelling in the 
golden city, 


20. Were defeated by that foremost of i 


men. How is it possible for other men to 
resist him in battle ? You have also seen 
with your own eyes, O king, how this host 
of yours, though striving hard, is destroyed 
by the son of Pandu, O-ruler of men ! 


Sanjaya said :— 


21. Thereupon, your son, O king highly 
enraged, once more thus addressed Drona 
who had been praising Arjuna then. 


22. “Dividing this. Bharata army in 
two, to-day, myself, Dussasana, Karna and 
my upcle Sakuni will slay Arjuna in battle.” 

23. Hearing those words of his, the son 
of Bkaradwaja, as if smiling, quickly turned 
round and said, ‘Good befall you !” 


24. What presumptuous Kshatriya would 
venture to destroy that foremost of the 
Kshatriyas vis., the wieldec of the Gandiva 
bow, who never suffers any reduction and 
Who ever burns in his own effulgence ? 


25. When furnished with weapons, 
neither the Lord of wealth, nor Indra nor 
Yama, nor Varuna, nor the Asuras nor the 
Rakshasas, will be able to defeat him? 


, 26. What you have spoken, O Bharata, 
is worthy of a fool only. Who ever returns 
safely to his own home, alter having en- 
Geuntered Arjuna in battle ? 
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27. Suspicious of everybody, you are 
cruel and of sinful purposes. You rebuke 
AeA who are engaged in doing you 
good. 


28. Go yourself to resist the son of 
Kunti, at your own risk. You are well- 
born anda Kshatriya too; you are again 
desirous of battle. 


29. Why then do you cause the ruin of 
all these .other un-offending Kshatriyas ? 
You are the root of this hostility, so, do you 
yourself encounter Arjuna. 


30. Here indeed is your sagacious uncle, 
ever devoted to the perforinance of the 
Kshatriya duties. O son of Ghandhari, let 
this one, addicted to%deceitful gambling at 
dice, meet Arjuna in battle. 

31. Expert in the game of dice, crooked, 
fond of gambling and wily and decitful ‘ 
—this gamester addicted to deception will 
surely vanquish the Pandavas in battle! 


32. Accompanied by Karna and de- 
lighiful you used tp brag always, out of 
your foolishness, within Dhristarastra’s 
hearing, with these empty words :— 

33- ʻO Sire, myself, Karna, and my 
brother Dussassan, united in battle, shall 
slay the sons of Pandu !” 


34. ‘This brag of yours was heard in 
every assemblage of the court. Now with 
their help fulfil your vow and be true to 
your words. 

35. Yonder stand your fierce enemies, 
the sons of Pandu, prepared to fight to 
the last. Do now what should be done by 
a Kshatriya. It is better that you die 
rather than suffer defeat, 


36. You have been charitable and en- 
joyed edibles to your heart's content. You 
have acquired wealth to your heart’s content, 
you have accomplished all that one should 
do. You are debtless. Be not afraid. En- 


i counter the son of Pandu in battle.” 


37. Having thus spoken Drona des- 
isted from figliting. Then the Bharata 
troops were divided in twain and the 
battle commenced. 


Thus ends the one hundred eighty-sixth 
chapter, the division of the troop, tn the 
Drona Badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXVIIL. 


(DRONA-BADHA PARVA)—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When three fourths of the (night had 
passed away, O ruler of men, once more 
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the:battle, between the delighted Kurus and 
Pandavas, commenced. 


*2; Soon after Arjuna (the sun’s chario- 
teer) robbing the effulgence of the moon, 
appeared on the sky, spreading a coppery 
hue over it. 


3: The eastern quarter was soon rend- 
ered, crimson by the myriad rays of the 
sun, and the solar disc looked like a circle 
of gold. i 


$ 4. Thereupon all the warriors of the 
Kyru and Pandava hosts, descending from 
their chariots, steeds, elephants and vehecles 
bome by men, turned their faces towards 
the sun, and with folded palms uttered the 
Sandhya (prayers of the first twilight). 


5. The host of the Kauravas having been 

e divided into two parts, Drona, having Dur- 
yohana in front of him, advanced (sup- 
ported by one of this divisions) against 


the -Somakas, the Panchalas, and the 
Pandavas. 
-6. ‘Then beholding the Kuru army 


divided in twain, the scion of Madhu’s race, 
Krishna addressing Arjuna said :—“ Keep- 
ing the other division of the enemy to your 
teft, place Drona’s division to your right.” 


7. Obedient to the counsel of Madhava, 
regarding everything about the Kurus, 
Dhananjaya wheeled round so as to keep 
Brona and Karna, those two mighty bow- 
men, to his right. 


“8. Then seeing:through the purposes .of 
Krishna, that subduer of hostile cities vis., 
Bhimasena, addressing Arjuna then sta- 
tioned at the van of the troop, said these 
words. 


Bhimasena said :— 


‘9. Ho, Arjuna, Arjuna, O Vibhatsu, 
hear these words of mine! ‘The hour, for 
the realisation of that object for which 


Kshatriya ladies bring forth their sons, has 
now arrived. 


_ 10, Ifat this opportune season you do 
rot’ exert ‘yourself to attain good, then you 
shall act meanly like a perfect wretch. 


iar. With the assistance of might do 
you, to-day, pay off your debt to Pros- 
perity and Fame! O foremost of warriors, 
penetrate into this_army and xcep this to 
your right. 


Sanjaya said :— 

.12, Thus urged on by Bhima and 

Kesava, Savyasaehin, disregarding Karna 
~ and Drona, began to resist the foe on all 

sides. F 


tas. ‘Then as that: puissant one advanced 
mhie head of battle, leaving the foreoneet 
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of Kashatriyas, these last, putting forth 
all their prowess, 


14. Could not check him even as men 
can not check the raging conflagration. 
Thereupon Duryodhana, Karna and Suva- 
la's son Sakuni, 


15. Began to shower thousands of ar- 
rows on Kunti’s son Arjuna. That fore- 
most of all, versed in excellent weapons, 
bafling all the weapons hurled by his 
opponents, poured on them, O foremost of 


| kings, a veritable shower of arrows. Of 
controlled senses, and endued with great 





lightness of hand, he repulsed the weapons 
shot at him by those of his own. 


17. ‘Then he pierced each of his foes 
with ten sharp shafts, The welkin was 
shrouded in a cloud of dust, and showers’ 
of arrows fell thick. 


18. Impenetrable darkness set in, and 
dreadful tumult prevailed on the field ot 
battle. When such was the condition of 
things, neither the sky nor the earth, nor the 
points of the compass, were recognised. 


19. Confounded with the dust the troops 
became blind. Neither the foe, O monaich, 
nor we could distinguish one another. 


20—-23. For this reason, the royal com- 

| batants fought on guided by conjecture and 
the challenges they uttered. Destitute of 
chariots, the car-warriors, O monarch, en- 
countering one another, lost all order, and 
became a confounded mass. ‘heir horses 
slain and charoteer killed, many, becoming 
incapacitated, saved their lives and looked 
highly frightened. Staughtered steeds, with 
their, riders slain, were seen to lie over 
elephants as if prostrate on mountain tops. 


Then Drona, moving towards the northern 
quarter of the field, È 


24. Stood like fire free from smoke. 


Then beholding him move away from the 
field (towards the North), y 


25. O ruler of men, the Pandava troops 
began to tremble. Beholding Drona exceed- 
ingly handsome, and attended with pros- 

| perity and burning in his own effulgence, the 
soldiers of the enemy were affrighted, de- 
pressed and routed, O Bharata.— Challeng- 

| ing the hostile host as he stood, like an in- 
furiate elephant in rut, 


le n, None ventured to conquer him even 
a the Danavas could not conquer Vasava. 
ome were depressed at heart and some 


gent 
intelligen Warriors becime inspired with 


28. Some were filled with wonder and 


some could not bear hir 
digi: hand im. Some rubbed 


29. Others, overwhelmed with rage 
| began to bite tlteir lips, with treit teeth? 


t` 
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Qthers began to hurl missiles at him and 
others to rule their arms. 


30. Other warriors, of controlled passions 
and great might, fell upon Drona. Speci- 
ally the Panchalas, though affiicted with the 
shafts of Drona, 


gr. And suffering extreme pain, O 
king, fought on with Drona. ‘Thereafter 
Virata and Drupada, both rushed against 
Drona in battle, 


was roving freely on the field. Then O 
ruler of men, the grandsons of Drupada, 
in three number, 


33+ And the Chedis, all fierce bowmen, 
assailed Drona in battle. Of those three 
grandsons of Drupada, with sharp arrows, 


34. Three in number Drona robbed the 
vital breaths, whereupon they fell down 


dead on the ground. Thereafter Drona | 


vanquished in battle, the Chedis the 
Kaikayas and the Srinjayas. 

35. That mighty car-warrior the son of 
Bharadwaja then also conquered the 


Matsyas. Thereafter Drupada, worked up | 


with rage, poured a shower of arrows, 


36. On Drona, O mighty monarch. | 
Virata also did soin that battle. ‘Then that 
crusher of foes, vis., Drona, destroying that 
shower of arrows, 


37. Covered the two, Drupada and Vira- 
ta with his own arrows. Thus covered by 
Drona and inflamed with wrath at the head 
of battle, 


38. Those two keroes began to afflict 
Drona wrathfully in that battle. O mighty 
monarch, therefore, Drona filled with rage 
and fury, 


39. Cut off the bows of them both with 
a couple of broad headed shafts of great 
sharpness. Thereupon, filled with rage, 
Virata hurled ten fomaras, 


49—41. As also ten shafts at Drona, with 
a.view to encompass his slaughter. Drau- 
pada also, equally enraged, hurled at the 
car of Divna, a dreadful dart made wholly 
of iron and decked with gold and effulgent 
like the body of a excellent snake. Then 
cutting off with a well-sharpened valla those 
tomaras, 


“42. Drona cut off the dart adorned with 

gold and lapises shot at him with his own 
arrows. Then that crusher of foes, vis., 
Drona with a couple of well-tempered 
valla, 


43. Despatched both Drupada and Virata 
to the region of Death. Upon the slaughter 
C Mita and Drupada and the Kaikayas 
also, ; 
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44. As also the Chedis: and the -Pan-. 
chalas and the Matsyas, and upon the, 
slaughter of the three heroic grandsons of 
Drupada, T 


45. And beholding these cruel deeds} 
accomplished by Drona, the high-souled 
Dhristadyumna, filled with rage and grief,, 
swore amidst the car-warriors saying :— 


46. “Let that man lose the merits of his, 


Sas | Istha, Purth, Kshatra and Brahmanya, 
32. Who, invincible as he was in battle, | 


reo Drona shall escape or shall defeat in 
attle.”’ 


47. Thus having sworn in the midst of 
all bowmen, that slayer of foes, vis., the 
Panchala prince rushed*upon Drona, sup- 
ported by his own division. ; 


48. The Panchalas attacked Drona from 
one side whilst the Pandavas attacked him 
from the other. Then Duryodhana, Karna, 
Suvala's son Sakuni, 


49—50. And his other principal uterine 
brothers began to protect Drona in battle. 


| Then the Panchalas, though striving hard, 


could not even look at Drona who was then 
being thus protected in battle by those 
high-souled warriors. Therereupon, O sire, 
Bhimasena became enraged with Dhista- 
dyumna and then addressed that foremost 
of men in these harsh words. 


Bhimasena said :— 

51. What man is there who, being re- 
garded as a Kshatriya and who being born 
in the Dynasty of Drupada, and who being 
foremost of all men possessing knowledge 
of weapons, would only thus passively look 
at his foe, stationed before him ? 7 


52. What person, having seen his father“ 
and son slain by his foes and having also‘ 
sworn such a terrible oath in the assemblage 
of kings, would thus suffer his foe to stand- 
before him ? 

53. Yonder stands Drona like a fire 
swelling with its own energy; indeed with 
bow and arrows constituting fuel he is, 
consuming all the Kshatriyas with his. 
energy. 


54. Soon will he completely destroy the 
Pandava army; stand here passively as’ 
spectators of the feat I am going to per- 
form; I will myself assail Drona.” f 


Sanjaya said :— 

55. Having thus spoken, Vrikodara, 
worked up with rage, penetrated into 
Drona’s division; and he then routed your 
troops with arrows shot from his bow drawn 
to the fullest stretch. 


56. The Panchala priace Dhristadyuma 
also, pushing into the F żart your mighy: 
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troops, approached Drona; whereupon a 
confused and terrible encounter commenced. 


57. We never saw nor heard of sucha 
battle before as, O king, was fought during 
that hour of sun-rise. 


58. O sire, the chariots were then en- 
tangled with one another; thousands of 
of corpses of slain creatures were also seen 
lying on the field of battle. 


59. Some, when going to other parts of 
the field, were assavled by their foe on the 
way. Some, in flying away, were wounded 
on their backs and others on their sides. 

60. Thus then that general engagement 
raged furiously. Soon however the morning 
sun made its appearance of the sky. 


Thus ends the one hundred and eighty- 
seventh cliabter, the fierce battle in the 
Dronabadha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXVIII. 


(DRONA-BADHA PARVA)— 
Continued, 
Sanjaya said — 


1.° The warriors then, O monarch, clad 
as they were in coats of mail, worshipped 


the sun of thousind rays as he made ils Í 


appearance on the morning sky. 


2. Upon the Irise of the thousand-rayed 
sun of the cffulgence of heated gold, and 
upon the illumination of the world, baule 
raged anew. 

3. Fhe same soldiers, that were engaged 
with one another bei í 
fought with each o 


i ther, O Bharata, alter 
the sun rise. 


4. Horsemen fought with car-w 
and elephants with horsomen and foot- 
soldiers with elephants, and horsemen with 
horsemen, and infantry with infantry, 


arriors 


5. Car-warriors with car-warriors ele- 
phants with elephants, horsemen w 
men O foremost of the Bharatas, 
times, in a body and sometimes indiv 
the warriors assailed one anotlier in battle, 


6. Having fought hard during the 
previous night many combatants, worn out 
with toil and weak with hunger and thirst 
lost their senses in a swoon, F 


7—8. The noise, O foremost of 
rata race, created by the blowing 
the beat of drums, the roar of ele 
the twang of bows streched 
reached the very- Neavens, 


ith horse 
Some- 
idually, 


the Bha- 
of conchs, 
phants and 
with force, 
Q monarch, 
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The tumult, made also by running foot- 
soldiers and falling weapons, 


And neighing steeds and rattling 
chariots, and shouting and challenging ` 
warriors, became tremendous. 


10—11. That tremondous din, moment- 
arily increasing, touched the very heavens, 
The moans, and groans of pain, uttered by 
falling and fallen foot-soldiers, and car- 
warriors and elephants, became exceeding- 
ly loud and pitiable as they were heard on 
the field. 


12, When the divisions were inter- 
mingled and confused, both sides slew each 
other and also their own men, 


13. Swords, hurled by the hands of 
heroic warriors upon combatants and ele- 
phants, in large heaps, were seen on the 
held, like cloths on the washing ground, 


14. The whizz, of lifted and descending 
swords, wielded by the arms of heroes, 
resembled that of clothes thrashed for 
wash. 2 


15. Then that general engagement, in 
which the warriors encountered one another 


t with swords and scimitars and lances and 


battle axes, became extremely terrible. 


16—17. The brave warriors then caused 
a river to flow there towads the region of 
the departed; the blood of elephants and 
steeds and human beings constituted its 
currents. Weapons constituted the large 
number of fish it contained. Its mire was 
made of blood and flesh. Wails of grief 
and pain constituted its murmur ing sound. 
Banners and cloths constituted its foam. 


18. Afflicted with shafts and arrows, 


i tired with fatigue, worn out with exertion 


: _ of the previous night and 
ore sun nse, once more | 


robbed of their 
l and horses, stuod on 
y incapable of moving their 


strength, elephants, 
the field utter] 
limbs. 


19. Herocs,. with pile countenances, 
and with heads graced with charming ear- 
rings, and armed with 


the implements of 
war, appeared extremely resplendent. 


20, On the field infested 
ous animals and obstructed 
and the dying there was 
Cars to move. 


21. The wheels of cars being thus entan- 
gied, the steeds, yoked thereto, with great. 
ellurt dragged them although they were 


tired and trembling and afflicted with ar- 
rows. 


with carnivar- 
with the dead 
no space for the 


22—23. Those steeds moreover were of 
good breed and were endued with mettle and. 
Strength and resembled elephants in size. 

en the Bharata troops, resembling the. 
Ocean for its vastness, became affrighted and 
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terribly agitated, save and except Drona 
and Arjuna. They both then became the 
refuge and the protectors of the warriors of 
their respective sides. 

24. Meeting them both their Opponents 
went to the regions of Death. ‘Then the 
mighty host of the Iurus became greatly 
agitated. 

25. And the Pauchalas being intermingl- 
ed with them, nore couid be distinguished. 
During the progress of that terrible carnage 
of the Kshatriyas on that ficld of battle, 
enhancing the fear of the cowards, and 
resembling a crematorium, neither Karna, 
nor Drona, nor Arjuna, nor Yudhisthira 


27- Nor Bhimasena, nor the twins 
Nakula and Suhadeva, nor the Panchala 
prince, nor Satyaki nor Dussasana, nor 
Drona’s son, nor Duryodhana, nor Suvala's 
son, 


28. Nor Kripa nor the ruler of the 
Madras, nor Kritavarman, nor others, nor 
my own self, nor the earth, nor the different 
quarters of heaven, 

29. Could be discerned, O king, in con- 
sequence of all of them being mingled with 
troop and covered by clouds of dust. 
During the progress of that dreadful and 
fierce battle, when that dust-cloud arose, 

30. Every body thought that night had 
once more setin. Neither the Kouravas, 
nor the Panchalas, nor “the Pandavas could 
be distinguished, 

31—33. 
the weluin, nor the carth, nor the undula- 
tions of land. The warriors, impelled by the 
thought of victory, slew friends and foes in- 
discrininately, in fact all whom they per- 
cieved by their touch. The dust that bad 





€risen was very soon driven away by the j 


winds that began to blow then, and it was 
quenched by the blood that shed profusely. 
Elephants, steeds, car-wartiors and foot- 
Soldiers, 

34—35. Steeped in blood, appeared 
beautitul like the celestial forest of the 
Parijata flowers. Thereafter Duryodhana, 
Karna, Drona and Pussasana engaged in 
battle with four Pandava warriors. Duryo- 
dhana and his brothers encountered the 
twins Nakula and Sahadeva). 


36. Radha’s son encountered Vrikodara, 
and Arjuna engaged with the son of 
Bharadwaja. All th» soldiers then began 


to look on those marvellous and terridle 
encounters from all sides. 


37—38. The car-warriors of both sides, 
beheld that wonderful battle, that super- 
uman engagement between those furious 
ahd excellent car-warriors all versed in the 
ifferent” modes of war, mounted on their 


Nor the quarters of heaven, nor ! 


| 


l 

| 

| ed, with slain horses and elephants, 
| 

f 
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| respective chariots, that moved in various 

charming motions. Possessed of great 
prowess, exerting their best, and each 
anxious to defeat the other, 


39. They then poured on each other 
showers of shafts, like clouds pouring rain 
atthe end of summer. Those. foremost of 
men, mounted on their cars of solar efful- 
gence, 


49. Appeared beautiful like vast masses 
of clouds in the autumnal sky. Then those 
warriors, O mighty-monarchi, inspired with 
rage, and thought of rivenge, 


_41. All proud and mighty bowmen, put- 
ting forth their greatest effort, rushed upon 
one another, like infuriate leaders of the 
herds of elephants. 


42. Indeed, O king, coporeal creatures do 
not forsake their corpus, untill the proper 
hour comes, inasmuch as, O monarch, all 
those mighty car-warriors, though fighting 
hard, were not slain all together. 

43. With lopped-off arms and legs, with 
heads graced with charming ear-rings, with 
bows and arrows, and lances, and swords 
| and axes and Pattises, 

44. With Naltkas, Kshàras, Naraehas, 
| nails, darts and Yomaras, with diverse other 

kinds of excellent weapons,of various shapes 
and well cleansed, 

45. With- wonderful cuirasses of differ- 
ent shapes, with charming chariots shattere 





46. With brave combatants slain, with 
standless and warriorless chariots looking 
like large cities, with vehicles dragged hither 
and thither by  affrighted steeds having 
none to restrain them, 

47. In speed more than that of the 
wind, with countless warriors adurned with 
ornaments, with fans, with coats of mail, 
with overthrown standards, 


48. With umbrellas, with ornaments, 
garments, and perfumeries, with chains, 
and diadems, and crowns and headyears‘ 
and with tinkling bells, 


49. With jewels that had adorned the 
breast of heroes with Niskhas and -with 
jewels that had decorated the crowns of 
combatants, the field of battle, strewn over, 
looked resplendent like the star-bespangled 
firmament. 


50. ‘Thereafter an encounter took place 
between Duryodhana and Nakula when 
both were filled with feelings of wrath and} 
revenge. 

51. Then the son of Madri, delightfully 
shooting hundreds of shafts, kept your, scm] 
on his right side, At this, loud sounds’ efa 
applause arose there. 
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52. Though placed onthe right by his 
enraged consin, vour son, inflamed with 
rage, began to resist him from even from 


that disadvantageous position of lus, 


53. Your son the king Duryodhana then 
began to fight wonderlu'ly. O mighty 
monarch. The: as your son endeavoured to 
counteract Nasula even from his sight. 


54. The latter (Nakula), endued with 
energy and versed in the diverse courses of 
a chariot, restrained your son. But your 
son again, resisting Nakul on all sides and 
afflicting him, with his arrowy showers, 


55. Compelled Nakula to turn back. 
Your troops then applauded that feat of 
your son. Then Nakula, keeping alive the 
memory of the wrongs. inflicted on them 
by your wicked counsel, addressed your son 
saying ' Wait wait.’ 


| Radha, 


Thus ends the one hundred and eighty- | 


eighth chapter, the battie between Nakula 
and Duryodhana in the Dronabudha of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CLXXXIX. 


DRONA-BADHA *PARVA.—Centd. 


Sanjaya said:— 


1. Filled with rave, Dussasana then as- 
sailed Sthadeva causing tie curth to quake 
with the fierce clash of his chariot. 


+2, While Dussasana was thus rushing at 
the son of Madri, ihat subduer of foes, 
quickly cut off with a broad-headed shalt, 


tke hvad, protected with a helmet of the 
former's chariotver. 


3. Owing to the quickness with which 
the charioteer’s head was cut off, neither 
any one aimon, the truups nor Dussasana 
mselt percicve.l bim iv have been decapi 
: imi ecapi- 
tated by Sal aucva. 5 
4. The reins being no longer held by 
any body, the horses ran al thew free will 
It was only then that Wussasana came to 
kpow that his driver had been slain 





+5. Himself an expert in managin ads 
he restrained his horses; aves: 
most of car-watriers then foucht 
beautiful'y and skillinly, ° 

6. Then as he covered dauntl 
A auntlessly o 

feld that dı iverless car of his, his Sa 
and foes alike appl sided his icat, 

ay. Sabadeva, however, 
Dussas. ni s steeds with sh 
these; aftlicted iwith 1 
un away wildly. 


on lightiy, 


A soon covered 
Sharp. artows, and 
those arrows, began to 
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8. For holding the reins Dussasana once 
laid his bow aside, again, for using the bow 
the touk up the reins. (Thus did he then 
fight). 

During these opportunitics, the son 
of Madri pierced him with »umerous arrows, 
Then desirous of rescuing your son Karna 
rushed between those two combatants. 


10. Thereupon Vrikodara, with due 
caution, pierced Karna on the breast and 
the arms, with three broad-headed shafts 
shot from a full-drawn bow. - 


11. Thereupon like a snake struck with 
a stick Karna wheeled back and covered 
Bhima by scattering sharp arrows by thou- 
sands. 


12. Thereupon a tremendous combat 
commenced between Bhima and the son of 
Both the combatants then roared 
like two bulls and their eyes rolled in fury. 


13. Filled with rage, and rushing at 
one another, they challenged one another 
furiously, ‘Those two foremost of comba- 
tants, in consequence of their being too 
near each other, 


14—15. Uo use bows and arrows, began 
to fight with their maces. Then Bhi- 
masena succeeded in crushing Karna’s 
car terraced with his mace; O king, that 
indeed looked wonderful. ‘Jhen the puis- 
sant son of Radha grasping a mace, 


16. Hurled itat Bhima's car. But the 
latter broke it dosa with a mace of his 
own. Thereafter once more Bhima threw 
with force a heavy mace at the son of 


i Adhiratha. 


17. Then Karna struck that mace witn 
numerous shafts furnished with {beautiful 
wings and duly sped and also with other 


shaits, The mace then was thrown back 
ou Bhima, 


18. Being repulsed by the arrows of 
Karna, like a snake charmed with incanta- 
tians. At the re-bound of that mace the 
mighty standard of Bhima, 


19, Broke and fell down, and his chario- 
leer, also struck with that mace, became 
insensible., Thereupon furious i: rage, 
Duinia discharged cigit shatts at Karna, 


20—22. And his standard and bow and 
his leathers, fence, O Bharata. The mighty 
Bhimassna, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
with the greatest heedfulness, cut off with 
those sharp arrows, O Bharata, the stan- 
dard, the bow and the leathern fence of 


Karna's chariot. ‘Thereu he sc 
Kama iot, reupon t e son of 
Sees another tough and gold- 


sped a large number of shafts, 


and therewith quickly despatched Bhima’s 
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steed of the hue of bear and then his two 


flank protectors. 

23. When his chariot was thus rendered 
useless, that subduer of foes, visa Bhima, 
quickly jumped into the chariot of Nakula 
like a lion leaping upon a mountain west. 

24. Moeanwbile Drona nad Ariana, those 
tvou “most of car-warric.., Dreeepter and 
pupil, both accoinpiished in the use of 
weapons, O monarch, fought on with each 
other in battle, 

25. Confounding the eyes and minds of 
men with the celerity with which they 
used their weapons, and the sureness of 
their aims and the motion; of their 
chariots. 

26. Beholding that hattle between the 
preceptor and pupil, of which no equal was 
seen before, the other warriors desisted 
from fighting and began to tremble. 


j Cl the weapons discharged by Drona and 
I 
\ 
f 
| 
| 
i 
! 


27. Then those two heroes, displaying | 


various motions of cars on the field of 
battle, tried to leave each cther to their 
right. 

28. Then seeine their 


warriors were filled with delight. Vhere- 


after a mighty battle raged between Drona | 


and that son of Pandu, 

29. “Like that, O mighty monarch, be” 
tween two hawks in the heavens for 4 
piece of meat. Whatever efforts Drona 
made for conquering the son of Kunti, 

30. Were overcome by Arjuna who 
also sirove  viysrowsiy. Wien Drona 
failed to obtain any advantage over the 
son of Pandu, 

31. Then that foremost ofall knowers 
of weapon, began to invoke into existence, 
Aindra, Pasupata, Sashtra, Vayavya, and 
Varuna weapons. 

32. But as soon as those weapons 
issued out of the bow of Drona, Dhanan- 
jaya destroyed them quickly. ‘hen Pandu's 
son duly destroyed all those weapons with 
his own weapons. 

33. Thereafter Drona covered Pritha’s 
son with excellent and celestial shafts. 
Whatever weapon then he shot at Partha, 
desirous of obtaining victory, 


| vantages over the son of 


prowess, the | tes the laer again prevailed over the 


i? 
| 
| difference between them. 
| 
| 
i 


| 37. Drona, vigorously striving, cheerfully 
resisted Arjuna (in his turn) being filled with 

wonder all the while. Then in the welkin, 
| thousanus of celestial and Gandharvas, ; 
i 


33 And sages and hosts of Siddhas; 
were seen on all sides. 'Thronged with 
“psa, aad Yakshasas and Rakshasas, . 


39. The welkin once more appeared to 

Sure : s 
be darkened by gathering masses of clouds, 
An incorporeal voice repeatedly spoke, 

49, In praise of Drona and the high- 
souled son of Pandu. When in consequence 


Pictha's sen, all the directions were illu- 
mined with their effulgence, G 
4i. The Siddħas and the sages present 
thea said :—" l'his is neither a human, nor 
an Asura, nor a Rakshasa, nor a celestial, nor 
a Gandharva battle ; certainly this is a bigh 
Brahma battle ; this encounter is exceeding- 
ly charming and greatly wonderful. We 
have never seen nor heard of its like before. 


43 At times the preceptor obtained ad- 
Pandu and at 


former. ‘None then was able to mark any 


44. li Rudra, dividing himself Įm twain, 
fights with himself, thee an example 
may be obtained that may match it. 

45. In the preceptor there is the know- 
ledge of scicnce. The knowledge of sciences 
aud the means to be applied are in the son of 
Pandu. Heroism exists in Drona whereas 


| both heroism aud might exist in the son of 


34. Arjuna destroyed it by due measures. ; 
Upon the destruction even of his celestial ; 


weapons, 


35-36. By Arjuna, Drona applauded him ! 
į the Pandava troops as also all the other 


in his mind, Then that afflictor of foes, vis 
Drona, O Bharata, regarded himself to be 
superior to all knowers of weapon on earth 
in, consequence of his having Arjuna for his 
pupil. Thus checked by Pritha’s son 
in the midst of all those high souled 
warriors, 


Pandu. 

46. None of these two combatants could 
be resisted by the foe in battle. At their 
will they can destroy the universe with the 
gods themselves. 

47. Seeing those two foremost of men, 
O mighty monarch, the visible and invisible 
creatures szid these words. 

48. Thereafter, Drona of great intelli- 
gence, invoked into existence the Brahma 
weapon thereby afflicting Paitha and the 
jnvisible creatures. 

49. Thereupon the earth, with its mount- 
ains, forests and trees, began to tremble. 
Conflicting winds began to blow, and the 
occavs were agitated. 


5o. When that, weapon was raised by 
high-souled Drona for use, the Kuru and 


creatures were stricken with panic. 


51. Thereupon, O foremost of kings, 
Pirthas’ son, with the other Brahma 
weapons, destroyed that weapon of Orana, 
and then all things were again pacified. 
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52. At last when none of them was able 
to vanquish’ his opponent in a single combat, 
a general engagement commenced pence) 

ati i ion 
the two hosts, creating a terrible confus 
on the field. 


53. During the progress of that terrible 
encounter between Drona and Pandu’s son, 
O kine, once more nothing could be dis- 
tinguished. 

54: eing 
networks of arrows, as if with masses of 
clouds, no ranger of the air was then seen to 
course through it. 


Thus ends the one hundred and eighty- 
ninth chapter, in the fierce fight in the 
Drona-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXC. 
DRONA-BADHA PARVA,—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. 
horses and elephants, thus progressed, O 
mighty monarch, Dussasana fought on with 
Dhristady umna. 


2. ‘Ihe latter, then mounted on a golden 
chariot and afflicted with the arrows of 
Dussasana, became filled with rage, and 
began to cover the animals of your son with 
his own arrows. 


3. Then, O mighty monarch, covered 
with the arrows the car of Prisata’s son ; 
soon did the car of Dussasana, its standard 
and charioteer became invisible. 


4. Then, O foremost of kings, Dussa- 
sana, being afflicted with the arrows of 
Parichalas, could not stay before that illus- 
trious warrior. 


5. Thus the son of Prisata, having re- 

ulsed Dussasana with his arrows, assailed 

rona shooting thousands of shafts as he 
proceeded. 


6. Then Hridika’s son Kritavarman, 
with his three uterine brothers, encounter- 
ed him and tried to resist him. 


7. The twins, Nakula and Sahadeva, 
those two foremost of men, then protected 
Dhristadyumna from behind as he rushed 
upon Drona like a blazing fire. 


8. Then all those mighty car-warrijors 
possessed of strength and inspired with 
wrath, fell to smite one another, keeping 
death in their view. 
`~ o. Of pure souls, and 
O king, thosé warriors, 
paradise before their 


pure behaviours, 
Keeping the hope of 
mind's eye, fought 


When that battle, destructive of men, i 
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| on fairf}, impelled by a desire for conquers 


| 
| 
1 
| 
i 


The firmament being covered with | 


ing one another. 


1o, Of stainless extraction and of spot- 
less deeds, and gifted with keen intelligence 
those rulers of men, keeping paradise in 
view, fought on fairly with one another. 

m. In that battle there was nothing 
unfair or nothing against the rules of mili- 
tary science. In that battle, neither Kantes 


nor Nalikas, nor poisoned arrows nor 
Vastikas, 
12. Nor Suchikopisas, nor those made 


of the banes of bulls and elephants, nor 
those having two heads, nor those having 
rusty beards, nor those . that were not 
straightlying, were used by ony body. 

13. All then used 


straight and pure 


i weapon, and attempted to attain both fame 


and regions of great blessedness by fighting 
fairly. 


14. Between those four warriors of your 


army and those three of the Pandava side, 


the battle, that occurred, was highly terrible, 


| but free irom all unfairness. 


15. Then Dhristadyumna, very quick in 
the use of weapons, and beholding those 
brave and mighty car-warriors of your 
army, resisted by the twins (Nakula and 
Sahadeva), rushed upon Drona. 


16. Resisted by those two foremost of 
men, those four brave warriors encountered 
the former like the winds assailing a pair 
of mountains. 


17. Each of the twins,—both mighty 
car-warriors,—was engaged with a couple 
of opponents. Meanwhile Dhristadyumna 
poured showers of arrows on Drona. 


18—19. Then seeing the indomitable 
prince of the Panchalas advance upon 
Drona, and those warriors of his army en- 
gaged with the twins, Duryodhana, O king, 
rushed to that part of the field, discharging 
myriads of blood-sucking arrows. Behold- 


ing thus Satyaki approach the Kuru king 
in great speed, 





20. ‘Those two foremosts of men, the 
two scions of the Kuru and Madhu race 
respectively nearing each other, were filled 
with the desire for smiting down each other. 


21. Recollecting their conduct towards 
each other in their early days, and reflect- 
ing with pleasure on the same, they looked 
at each other and smiled repeatedly. 


22. Then king Duryodhana, blaming his 


own conduct, addressed hi i 
eae ed his ever dear friend 


23. Fie on wrath, O friend, and fe en 


vindictiveness, fie on Kshatri i 
fe on might and prowoss,_ Sie e 
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24. Inasmuch as you aim weapons at 
me and I also am directing mine at you, O 
foremost of the descendants of Sini’s race. 
{n the days of childhood, you were dearer 
to me than my very life and I also was so 
to you. 

25. Alas! all those deeds of boyhood that 
1 recollect of both yourself and mine, 
become as nathing on the field of battle. 


26—27. Alas! impelled by rage and cove- 
tousness, we are here to-day for fighting 
with each other, O scion of the Satwata 
race.’ Then O king, Satyaki conversant in 
the use of great weapons, taking up some 
sharp arrows smilingly replied to king 
Duryodhana who was thus speaking to him, 
“This is noassembly, O prince, nor the 
house of our preceptor where in days gone 
by, we sported smiling together.” 


Duryodhana said :— 

28. O foremost of Sini’s race,where have 
those sports of our childhood vanished, 
and alas, how has this battle come upon us. 
it appears that the influence of time is 
irresistible, 

29. Urged though we are by a desire 
for wealth, what use have we of wealth that 
meeting each other, we now engage in 
battle, urged by avarice,” 


Sanjaya said :— 

30. Satyaki then replied unto king Dur- 
yodhana who had thus spoken :—‘That 
they have to fight even with their preceptors 
has always been the duty of Kshatriyas. 

31. IfIam indeed believed of you, O 
king, slay me without delay. O foremost 
of the Bharatas, then through your instru- 
mentality I shall be launched upon the 
fegions of the righteous. 

32. Bring into play, as soon as possible, 
all your might and prowess, against myself. 

his carnage of my friends,I do not wish to 
behold any longer.” — 

33- Having thus replied to king Duryo» 
dhana and said his say, O king, Satyaki 
dauntlessly and reckless of his life, rushed 
furiously upon Duryodhana. 

34. Beholding him thus advance your 
son received him. Indeed, O king, your 
son then poured upon him a veritable 
shower of arrows. 

35. Then ensued a dreadful battle be- 
tween those two foremost of Kuru’s and 
Madhu’s race, that resembled an encounter 
between a lion and an elephant. 


„36. Then filled with rage Duryodhana 


Pierced “the indomitable Satyaki with 


flumerous keen arrows shot from the bow 
drawn to its’ fullest stretch, 


$3 





. 32. Satyaki quickly pierced Duryodhana 
in return with fifty keen shafts in that 
battle and then with twenty and next with 
another ten shafts. 


38. Then in that battle your son 
smilingly pierced Satyaki in return with 
thirty arrows shot from his bow-string 
drawn back to the ear. 


39—40. Discharging then a Kshurapra 
(razor-headed arrow) he cut off in two, 
Satyaki’s bow with arrows fixed thereon ; 
Satyaki, thereupon with great lightness of 
hands, grasped a tougher bow and began ta 
shoot a shower of shafts at your son. As 
those lines of arrows flew for bringing about 
Duryodhan’s death, 


_ 41—42. The latter, O monarch, cut them 
into pieces, whereupon the troops uttered 
aloud shout. Then quickly he afflicted 
Satyaki with seventy three shafts, furnished 
with golden wings, whetted on stone and 
shot from a bow drawn to its fullest stretch. 
Then all these arrows and the bow with 
shafts thereon, 

43—44. Satyaki cut off and covered 
Duryodhana wiv: a fresh shower of arrows. 
Thus deeply pierced and afflicted with the 
shafts of that scion of the Dasarha_ race, 
Duryodhana, O mighty monarch, took 
shelter in another car. Then recovering a 
little your son once more rushed upon 
Satyaki, 

45—46. Shooting myriads of arrows at 
the chariot of the latter. Similarly Satyakt 
discharged arrows at Duryodhana's car} 
whereupon, O king, the battie became 
extremely fierced. Then in consequence 
of those shafts thus discharged and in 
consequence of their falling on all sides, 


47. Loud clashing sounds arose there, 
resembling that produced by a raging con- 
flagration consuming a large fovest. The 
surface of the earth was then covered with 
those thousands of shafts shot by both of 
them. 

48. Clouded therewith, the sky became 
invisible. Then beholding that foremost 
of car-warriors, namely, him of Madhus 
race, prevail over Duryodhana, 


49. Karna quickly advanced to rescue 
yourson. Butthe mighty Bhimasena did 
not allow him to do so, 


o. And he in his turn assailed Karna, 
quickly shooting numerous arrows. There- 
upon Karna smilingly destroyed all those 
sharp arrows of Bhima, 


st. Cut off his bow and arrows, and 
wounded his driver with numerous shafts, 
Thereupon Pandu’s son Bhimasena, burn« 
ing with rage, took up a mace, - ` 
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52, Andtherewith crushed the bow, the 
standard, and the chariotecr of his oppo- 
nent in that battle. That mighty hero also 
shattered one of the wheels of Karna’s car. 


< 53. Then staying on his chariot of which 
one wheel was broken, Karna did not 
tremble (in fear) but was as firm as the 
prince of mountains. That chariot of his 
which had now only one wheel left was 
drawn by his horses, 


54. Like the single-wheeled car of the 
Sun borne by the seven celestial steeds. 
Then not tolerating the feats of Bhima- 
sena Karna fought on with the latter, 


55. Using different groups of arrows 
and diverse kinds of other weapons. 
Bhimasena similarly worked up with rage, 
fought on with the son of Suta. 


56. When then the battle became thus 
eonfused and general, king Yudhisthira, the 
son of Dharma, addressing the foremost of 
heroes of the Panchalas and the Matsyas 
said :— 

57. ‘They who are like our lives, they 
that are our heads,they that are possessed of 
immense strength,—those foremost of men— 
are now all engaged with the Dhartarastra 


stupified and with you, senses confounded ? 
Hie there where my warriors are valorously 
fighting. 


59. Keeping in view the duties of the 
Kshatriya order and dismissing your fears, 
engage in the battle ; for then conquering 
or slain, you will obtain desirable ends. 


60, lf you conquer you may cele- 
brate numerous sacrifices, giving away 
profuse Dakshina to the Brahmanas: If 
on the other hand youare slain, then be- 
coming equal to the gods, you will attain 
regions of blessedness, 


61. Urged on by the king inthe above 
manner, those brave and imiyhty car- 
warriors engaged on the fick], quicisly 
rushed upon Drona, keeping in view the 
duties of the Kshatriyas. 


62. ‘Then the Panchalas, from one side 
began to assail Drona with their HUrOWS, 
whist those headed by Bhima besan to 
check him cr. the other side. 3 


Three of the mighty and war-like 
sons of Pandu were crooked-minded. They 
were the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva) and 
Bhimasena. ‘These then addressing Arjuna 
loudly said :— 


64. ‘Rush, O Arjuna, upon the Kurus 
and separate them from Drona. Then the 


Panchalas will be able to slay him easily 


hosts. 
58. Why are you then standing as if 
| 
| 





63. 
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when he will be deprived of thelr"ptotecs 
tion. 


65. Thereugon Pritha’s son, all on a 
sudden attacked the Kourava troops, 
while Drona too marched against the 
Panchala troops headed by Dhristadytimna. 
O Bharata, in that the fifth day of Drona’s 
command, the brave combatants were 
slaughtered in quick succession. 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninetieth 
chapter, the fierced fight, in the Drong- 
badha of the Drona Parva. 


-_—— 


CHAPTER CXCt. 
(DRONA-BADHA PARVA)—Contd, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then Drona effected a fierce car- 
nage in the ranks of the Panchala 
troops, like the enraged Sakra causing a 
great slaughter amongst the Danava troops 
in days gone by. 

2. O mighty monarch, the enemies of 
Drona. all mighty car-warriors and posses~ 
sed of great strength, though thus 


slaughtered by his arrows, did not shrink 
in fear from him. 


3. Then those mighty car-warriors, the 
Panchalas and the Srinjayas, engaged in 


ue battle, O king, rushed upon Drona's 
self. 


4. Slaughtered with arrows and darts, 
and trying to encompass Drona on all 


sides, the yells they uttered were terrible 
and loud. 


5. Then beholding the slaughter of the 
Panchalas by the hizh-souled Drona, and 
secing his weapons enshroud all sides, the 
Pandavas became frightened. 


6. Beholding the protuse destruction of 
horses and foot-soldiers in the battle, the 


Pandava troops, O king, became hopeless 
regarding their victory, 


_ 7. ‘Is not Drona that warrior well-versed 
in the use of excellent weapons going to 
consume us all, likea raging conflagration 


consuming a heap of straw at the expira- 
tiun of the winter season ? 3 


8. None can now even look im i 
battle. Knowing the rules of fair n 
even Arjuna will not now fight with him.” 
(Even thus did they talk with each other). 

9. Then beholding the sons of Kunti 

` i . t 
dismayed and afflicted by the TO "of 
Drona the intelligent Kesava ever solicitous 


of the welfare of 
AGUS CAE a the Pandavas, addressed 
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to. “This foremost of all wielders of bows 
and arrows is incapable of being vanquished 
in battle by any one, not excepting the gods 
with Vasava at their head. 


11. When he lays aside his weapons in 
battle, he may be slain even by men. 
O you sons of Pandu, abandoning virtue, 
do you therefore now betake yourself tocon- 
trivances for securing victory in battle, 


12. Before Drona drawn by horses of 
eae colours succeeds in slaying us all. 

think, if Aswathaman be killed, he will 
desist from fighting. 


13. Let some one among ns therefore 
tell him that Aswathaman has been slain in 
the battle,——But O king, Kunti’s son 
Dhananjaya did not accept this advice of 
Krishna, > 


14—15. Others approved of it. Yu- 
dhisthira accepted it with much reluctance. 
‘Then the mighty-armed Bhima,O monarch, 
slew with his mace, a terrible, prodigious 
and foe-crushing elephant called Aswa- 
thaman belonging to Indravarman the ruler 
of the Malavas. 


16. Then Bhimasena approaching 
Drona with a little bashfulness began to 
exclaim to the top of his voice ““Aswathaman 
is slain,” 


17. The elephant known by the name 
of Aswathaman having been slain, Bhima 
spoke of Aswathaman’s death. Knowing 
the true fact in his mind, Bhima then spoke 

what was false. 


18. Drona having heard this very dis- 
agreeable words of Bhimasena, and he 
having reflected upon them in his mind, his 
limbs as if began to dissolve like sand in 
water. 


19. But knowing fully the prowess of his 
own son, he soon came to regard that news 
as false and therefore hearing of his slaugh- 
ter he did not become unmanned. 


20. Soon recovering his senses he be- 
came comforted, as he recollected that his 
son was incapable of being assailed by the 
enemy. 


21. Rushing upon the son of Prishata 
and impelled by a desire to slay that brave 
warrior who was destined to be his slayer, 
he covered the former with thousands of 
sharp arrows furnished with wings of the 
Kanka feather. 


22. Thereupon twenty thousand illustri- 
òus car-warriors of the Panchala clan, 
covered him, thus careering on the field, 
with numerous shafts from all sides. 

23. 
was with those arrows, we could not see 


© ruler of men, covered as he then 
that 


mighty car-warrior Drona, even as ten | 
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ganot see the sun covered when it is with: 
clouds during the rainy season. 


AAS Then blowing off all those arrows 

; ic anchalas, and with a view to effect 
the death of these heroic Panchala warri- 
ors, the mighty car-warrior Drona, the 
afficter of hostile troops, invoked into 
existence a Brahma weapon. At this time he 
looked resplendent like a blazing fire with- 
out a streak of smoke. 


26. Once more the highl i 

© y puissant son 
of Bharadwaja was filled with rage and he 
looked equally resplendent when slaughter- 
ing all the Somakas. 


_ 27. He then cut off, in that great battle, 
innumerable heads of Panchala warriors as 
also their mace-like arms wearing golden 
ornaments. 

28. Thus slaughtered by the son of 
Bharadwaja the royal warriors then began , 
to fall down on the earth, like so many trees 
up-rooted by the force of the tempest. 

29. Miry with the flesh and blood of all 
the elephants and horses fallen in the battle, 
O Bharata, the earth appeared to be im- 
passable. 

3o. Having slain twenty thousand car- 
warriors of the Panchalas, Drona stood 
on the battle-field like a blazing fire free 
fiom even a single curl of smoke. 

31. Thereafter filled with rage, the 
puissant son of Bharadwaja, lopped off 
the head of Vasudana from his trunk, by 
means of a Valla. 

32. He then slew five hundred Matsyas, 
six thousand Srinjoyas and then again ten 
thousand elephants and ten thousand steads. 

33. Then beholding Drona stay on the 
field for the extermination of the Kshatriya 
race, the following Rishis headed by the 
God of Fire approached him. 

—25, They were, Viswamitra, Jama- 
det, Bharadwaja, Goutama, Vasistha, 
Kasyapa and Atri, the Sikatas, the Prisnis, 
Garga, the Valikhilyas, the Marichipas, the 
Vrigus, the Angiras, and other mighty 
sages of subtle forms; these all were desir- 
ous of taking Drona to the region of 
Brahma. 

36. All these then addressed Drona, 
that ornament of battle, in these words :— 
‘You are fighting wrongly, the hour of 
your death has come. 

37. Cast away your weapons, O Drona, 
and look at us standing before you. Hence- 
forward it behoves you nat te perform 
cruel acts like these. 

g. You are learned in the Vedas and ` 
their auxiliaries and devoted to truth and ~ 
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righteousness: specially you are a Brahman, 
so these acts do not become you. 

39. Lay aside your weapons, shake off 
the pale of error that hangs over you and 
betake yourself to the eternal path (of 
virtue). To-day, the days ei your earthly 
habitation have been numbered. 


40. You have to-day consumed with 
your Brahma weapon many men who are 
ignorant of the use of weapons. This act 
which you have done is notat all praise- 
worthy. 


. 41. O Drona, quickly lay your weapons 
side in this battle; do not hesitate: O 
twice-born one, you should not perpetrate 
such sinful acts any longer.” 


42. Having heard these words of the 
sages, as also the words of Bhimasena, 
and also beholding Dhristadyumna stand 
before him in battle, Drona was dejected at 
heart, 


43. Burning with grief and extremely 
pained, he then enquired of king Yudhis- 
thira the son of Kunti whether his son was 
really slain or not. 


44. Drona\knew it for certain, that 
Pritha’s son would never tell a lie, not 
even for the sake of getting the wealth 
of the three worlds. 


45. For that reason, that foremost of the 
regenerate ones questioned Yudhisthira in 
exclusion of every body else. Since the 
days of the latter’s boyhood, Drona had 
hoped to hear truth from him. 


46. Meanwhile, O king, Govinda know- 
ing that Drona, that foremost of all comba- 
tants, could sweep away the Pandavas 
off the face of the earth, was ve much de- 

i 


jected and then addressing Yudhisthira he 
said :— 


47. “If influenced by rage Drona fights 
only for half a day, then | tell you truly, 
your troops are sure to be destroyed 


48. Save us from Drona; under the cir- 
cumstances as the present falsehood is 
better than truth. Speakin falsehood for 


the sake of saving a life one does not become 
a sinner. 


49. There is no sin, if falsehood 
spoken to women, in 
kine or the Brahmanas. 
50. When they both were 
with each other, Bhimasena said :—As soon 
as, O king, I heard of the means by which 
the illustrious Drona might be slain, 
51—52. Putting forth m 
battle, | immediately slew 
hant resembling that of 
ing to Indravarman, 
vas who were standing in your army, 


is 
marriages or to saye 


thus speaking 
y prowess in 


a mighty ele. 
Sakra, belong- 


the Chief of the Mala- | ruler of men, ata gteat 
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I then went to Drona’ and told 
‘Aswathaman has been slain, 
desist from fighting.’ 


53. Indeed, O foremost of men, thé pre- 
ceptor Drona did not believe in the veracity 
of my assertion ; desirous of victory as you 
are, accept the counsel of Govinda. 


54. O monarch, inform Drona that the 
son of Caradwat’s daughter is dead. Thus 


spoken by you that fordamost of the 
Brahmanas will cease to fight. 


55. O ruler of men, you are well-known 
in the three worlds for your truthfulness.” 
Having heard these words of Bhima and 
influenced by the counsel of Krishna, 


56. And owing to the inevitability of 
Fate, O king, Yudhisthira decided to say, 
what he was called upon to say. Afraid of 
speaking lies, but anxious to obtain victory, 
Yudhisthira, 


57. Clearly said that Aswathama was 
dead, adding indistinctly the word elephant 
after the name Aswathama, Ere now the 
chariot of Yudhisthira had remained ata 
height of four fingers’ breadth from the 
earth’s surface ; 


58. After he had uttered that lie his 
steeds touched the earth. Hearing these 
words from the lips of Yudhisthira, Drona 
that mighty car-warrior, 

59. Overwhelmed with grief on account 
of the supposed death of his son, gave way 
to despair. Hearing the words of the Sages, 
on the other hand, he regarded himself á 
great offender against *he illustrious Pan- 
davas. Now hearing that his son had been 
slain he became completely senseless, and 
filled with anxiety at the sight of Dhrista- 
dyumna, O monarch, the chastiser of foes 
was not able to fight as before. 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninety 
first chapter, the utterance of the untruth 


by Yudhisthira, in the Drona-badha of the 
Drona Parva. 


him;— 
O Brahman j 


CHAPTER CXC11, 


(DRONA-BADHA PARVA)—Conta& 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Then beholding Drona, exceedingly 


anxious and depressed at heart in conse- 
quence of 


king, vis., 


t the slaughter of 
by Drupada, that 


God of Fire, Sactifice, from the 
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3—5. Impelted hy the desire of slaying 
Drona, he grasped a victory-giving and 
strong bow, of which the twang resembled 
the rumble of clouds, of which the string 
was very tough, and which was irrifragible 
and of celestial make. He then fixed on 
the bow-string a formidable arrow resem- 
bling a snake of virulent poison, and en- 
died with the effulgence of fire. ‘That 
arrow resembled a fire of fierce tongues, 
while inside the circle of his bow appeared 
like the autumnal sun of great splendour 
within an effulgent circle. 


6. Beholding that resplendent bow bent 
by the son of Prisata, the soldiers consi- 
dered that the last hour of the world had 
come. 


7. Seeing then that arrow directed at 
him, the mighty son of Bharadwaja con- 
sidered that the last day of his corporal 
existence had arrived. 


8. The preceptor theu did not endeavour 
to baffle that shaft, nor did also the celes- 
tial weapons of that high-souled hero ap- 
pear at his command. 


9. His weapons had not been exhausted 
although he had used them for four days 


and one night; on the expiration of the | m€ ? 
£ | joints, the shaft-joints and other car-joints 


third part of the fifth day, his stock of 
arrows was exhausted. 


to. Beholding then the exhaustion of 
ħis shafts and pained with grief on account 
of his son’s death, and in consequence also 
of the reluctance of the celestial weapons 
to appear at his command, 


11. He desired to lay his weapons aside 
urged to do so by the words of the sages. 
Though still charged with great energy, 
he was unable to fight as before. 

12. Then taking up another bow of 
celestial make, presented to him by Angiras, 
and several arrows resembling the curses 
of Brahmanas, he went on fighting with 
Dhristadyumna. 

13. Then he covered Dhristadyumna 
with a thick shower of arrows, and filled 
with rage began to mangle his vindictive 
antagonist. à 

14. Then with his own arrows Drona 
cut off those of Dhristadyumna in hun- 
dred pieces, and then with sharp arrows he 
felled the standard, the bow and the chario- 
teer of the latter. 


15. Thereupon Dhristadyumna smiling 
ly taking up another bow, pierced Drona in 
return with a sharp arrow in the centre of 


his breast. 

16. Thus deeply pierced the mighty 
bowman (Drona; seemed a little flurried 
in that combat. But once more with a 
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keen-edged valla he cut off his opponent's 
bow. 


17. Then indomitable Drona cut off 
all the weapons, O king, and all the bows 
of his antagonist, except only his mace 
and sword. 


18. Then, O subduer of foes, filled with 
tage, he pierced the wrathful Dhrista- 
dyumna with nine sharp arrows capable of 
putting an end to the life of every body, 


19. The mighty car-warrior Dhrista- 
dyumna of immeasurable soul then invoked 
into existence the Brahma weapon, and 
thereby caused the horses of his own chariot 
mix with those of his opponents. 


20. Possessed of the fleetness of the 
wind, those steeds of the crimson and pe- 
gion colours, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
thus mingled together, appeared highly 
beautiful. 


2t. Like roaring clouds surcharged 
with flashes of lightning at the com- 
mencement of the rainy season, O mighty 
monarch, those steeds mingled together 
appeared highly beautiful. 


22. Then that regenerate one of im- 
measurable soul, destroyed the wheel- 


of Dhristadyumna. 


23. With his bow cut off, his car ren- 
dered useless, his elephants and driver 
slain and thus involved in a perilous situs 
ation that hero began to whirl his mace. 


24. Then that truly valiant and mighty 
car-warrior the enraged Drona, destroyed 
with his sharp arrows that mace hurled 
by Dhristadyumna. 


25. Beholding that mace of his cut off 
by Drona by means of his arrows, that 
foremost cf men, that prince of the 
Panchalas, quickly took up a clean sword 
and a resplendent shield with its ground 
decked with hundred moons. 


26. Undoubtedly, under these cir- 
cumstances, the Panchala prince resolved 
to make an end of that foremost of pre- 
ceptors, that most illustrious warrior. 


27. Then jumping down from the 
terrace of his chariot and riding onthe 
car-shaft he with his sword and bright 
shield uplifted, tried to approach the 
latter seated on his chariot. 


28. Then that mighty  car-warrior 
Dhristadyumna, out of foolishness, and for 
achieving a difficult feat, wished to tear 
open the breast of Bharadwaja's son in 
battle. 

29. Sometimes he stood on the yoke of 


Drona’s car, and sometimes under the 
haunche’s ohifs red steeds. These motions 
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of his were then greatly praised by all the 
troops. 

30. While he thus stood upon the yokes 
or underneath the haunches of those re 
steeds, Drona saw no opportunity for striking 
him, That indeed appeared wonderful. 

gr. Then in that battle the move- 
ments of both Drona and the son of Prisata 
resembled those of ahawk flying through 
the sky in quest of a piece of meat. 


32, Thereafter the puissant Drona in- 
flamed with rage, slew one after another 
the blue-hued steeds of his adversary, and 
then destroyed his car, with a powerful 
shaft. 


33. The steeds of Dhristadyumna, thus 
slain fell down on the ground, whereupon 
the red steeds of Drona himself were set 
free from the entanglement in the trapp 
ings, O ruler of men. 


34. Beholding those horses slain by that 
fo.emost of regenerate ones, that son of 
Prisata, that foremost of all warriors, born 
in virtue of a sacrifice, that mighty car- 
warrior, did not tolerate it. 


. 35. Then that foremost of swords-men, 
deprived of his car, took up his sword, and 
rushed upon Drona, O king, like Vinata 
swooping down upon a snake, 


36, Solicitous of slaying the son of 
Bharadwaja, O king, his appearance then 
resembled that of Hari when, in days of 
ore, he was going to slay the Daitya king 
Pianak 

37. He then coursed in various tracks. 
Indeed, O foremost of the descendants of 
Kuru, Prisata’s son careering in that 
battle, dis layed the well-known twenty-one 
kinds of evolutions, 


38—40. Armed with his sword and his 
buckler in grasp the son of Prisata, wheeled 
about, whirled his sword inthe air, made 
side thrusts, rushed forward, ran sideways, 
jumped up, assailed the sides of his foes, 
fell backwards, ran into close quarters with 
his enemy, and pressed them hard. Havin 
practised them well he also exhibited the 
movements, known as Bharata, Kousiha 
and Satwata, as he coursed in battle (op 
bringing about Drona’s death. Beholding 
those charming movements of Dhristady- 
umna, as he coursed, armed with shield 
and sword in battle, 


41—42. All the warriors present 
the.celestials, were filled with See 
The twiceborn Drona then discharging a 
-thousand arrows in the press of the battle 
cut off Dbristadyumna’s sword and shield 
covered with hundred moons. The arrows 
that Drona shot in that fight in close quar- 
ters were of the length of a span, 



























Karna 
saved Dhristadyumna 
point of falling a victim to Drona, 


Kesava said :—Behold, O 
perpetuator of Mhdhu’s race,sporting amidst 
the hostile warriors headed by the preceptor 
and other foremost car-warriors. 
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43. Those arrows were only to be used 


in a fight in close quarters. No one else had 
arrows of that kind, except 
son Kripa, Arjuna, 
Karna. 


44-45.Pradyumnaand Yuyudhana possessed 
such arrows and also Abhimanyu had them, 
The preceptor then desirous of making an 
end of his pupil who was to him like his own 
son, placed on his bow-string, a strong shaft 
possessed of 
however cut off that saft with ten arrows of 
his own. 


Saradwata’s 
Ashwathaman and 


great violence. 


Satyaki 


46. Before the eyes of your son and of 
of high-soul, he then thus 
who was on the 


47—49. Thereafter O Bharata, Kesava and 


Dhananjaya, both of illustrious soul, beheld 
Satyaki 
thwarted, in the track of the Kurus,and thus 
within the range of the shafts of Drona, 
Karna and Kripa. 
plauded Satyaki of undiminishing fame say- 
ing ‘excellent excellent,’—him who was then 
destroying the celestial weapons of all his 
foes. Then Kesava and Dhananjaya dashed 
upon the Kourava warriors, 


of prowess incapable of being 


Then both of them ap- 


50. Thereafter Dhananjaya addressing 
Keeava, that 


51. Truly valiant Satyaki is thereby 


affording great delight to me,the twins, king 


Yudhisthira and Bhima. 


52. That Satyaki, the enhancer of the 
glory of the Vrishnis, well-practised in the 
use of weapons and free from insolence, is 
thus careering in the midst of the fight, 
sporting with mighty car-warriors. 

53- The Siddhas and the troops filled 
with delight, are praising him, Saying ‘ex- 
cellent, excellent,’ as they find that one of 
the Satwata race invincible. The warriors 
of both armies are applauding him, O 
monarch, in consequence of his feats. 

Thus ends the one hu 
second chapter, the battle between Drona 


and Dhristadyumna in the D -bad 
the Drona Parva. eee 


ndred and ninety- 


— 


CHAPTER CXCIII. 


(DRONA-BADHA PARVA)—Conld. 


Sanjaya said :— 


I. Then beholding those f 
one of the Satwata trace, Duryodhans ad 
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others, filled with rage, quickly encompass- 
ad the grandson of Sini on all sides. 


3. Kripaand Karna and your sons, O 
sire, cisely assailing Sini's grandson in 
the battle, began to pierce him with sharp 
arrows. 

3. Thereupon king Yudhisthira, the two 
sons of Madri begotten by Pandu, and the 
mighty Bhimasena rushed to protect him of 
the Satwata race. 


4. Karna and the son of Gotama, that 
mighty car-warrior, and Duryodhana and 
others, then covered Sini’s grandson with 
their shafts, 


§. Then fighting, O king, (fearlessly) on 
with those warriors, that scion of Sini’s race 
checked that awful shower of pouring ar- 
tows which,had been begun so suddenly. 


6. In that great battle, with his various 
celestial weapons, he duly baffled the celes- 
tial weapons of his high-souled opponents, 
that were aimed at him. 

7. The field of battle looked dreadful 
during the progress of that encounter 
between royal combatants, and it resembled 
the scene of the field where in days of yore 
Rudra, filled with rage, had slaughtered: 
all creatures. 


8. Human arms, and heads, and bows, 
and torn umbrellas and chamaras, O 
Bharata, 

Were seen in heaps on that field of 
battle. With broken-wheeled cars, with 
fallen arms, 

10. And with heroic horsemen lying 
slaih, the earth became impassable. O fore- 
most of the Kurus, the warriors lacerated 
with the falling shafts, 

11. Were seen to roll in variotis move- 
ments on the ground in that great battle. 
During the progress of that terrible battle 
resembling that between the Gods and the 
Asuras in days of yore, 

12. The very virtuous king Yudhisthira 
addressing the Kshatriyas said :—" You 
mighty car-warriors, rush unitedly upon the 
pot-born Drona. 

13. Yonder is the heroic son of Prisata 
engaged with the son of Bharadwaja ; he is 
trying to the best of his endeavours to en- 
compass the death of Drona. 

14. Judging from the appearances of his 
mighty batile, it may be interred that filled 
with rage the son of Prisatajwill to-day over- 
throw in battle the son of Bharadwaja. 


_ 15. Therefore do you unitedly rush upon 
the pot-born Drona. ‘Thus commanded by 
Yudhisthira, the mighty car-warriors of the 
Srinjayas, 


TIS eee a EEE EEE 


PARVA, 5 343 


16—17. Inpelled by a desire for slaying 
the son of Bharadwaja, assailed him. That 
mighty car-warrior the son of Bharadwaja, 
then received those advancing hosts in fury, 
knowing death to be inevitable. When 
Drona of unfailing aim thus advanced, the 
earth began to tremble. 


18. Fierce winds began to blow filling 
the troops of the enemy with fear. Mighty 
meteors began to drop down, seeming to 
issue out of the solar disc. 


„19. In their fall they illumined the wel- 
kin, and foreboded great danger. O Sire, 
the weapons of Bharadwaja’s son began to 
blaze forth. 


20. Cars emitted loud clatters, and 
horses began to shed tears. The mighty 
car-warrior Drona, that son of Bharadwajay 
appeared to be devoid of his energy. 


21. His eyes and his left arm began to 
tremble. And beholding Prisata's son be 
fore him, he becaine cheerless. 


22. Then desirous of going to the 
Posthumous regions of the sayes that duly 
recite the Vedas, he decided to cast his life 
off in a fair fight. 


23. Then the four directions of the com- 
pass were covered with the troops of Dru- 
pada's son. Consuming hosts of Xshatriyas 
Droan then careered on the field of battle. 


24. Then that crusher of foes having 
slain twenty thousand Kshatriyas, slew 
another hundred thousand with whetted 
shafts of keen points. 


25. Then exerting himself with care he 
remained in the battle-field, and appear- 
ed like a blazing fire without even a curl o 
smoke. For the destruction of the Ksha 
atriyas, he then grasped the Brahma 
weapons. 

26. Then the self-controlled Bhima bes 
holding the prince of the Panchalas carless 
and weaponless, quickly rushed to the res- 
cue of that high-souled warrior. 


27. Then beholding the prince of the 
Panchalas strike Drona from a near point 
Bhima, that subduer of foes, took him up 
on his car and thus spoke ta him :— 


28. “Except yourself there is none who 
can fight with the preceptor in such close 
quarters ; therefore be quick in compassing 
his slaughter, inasmuch as the burden 
rests wholly on you.” 


29.. Thus spoken to by Bhima, the 
mighty-armed Dhristadyumna, quickly 
took up a strong and new bow of very 
superior make and capable of bearing a 
great strain, 
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I rked up with rage and dis- 
Se grows in that battle at the 
indomitable Drona, | Dhristadyumna.cover- 
ed the preceptor with arrows with a desire 
to withstand him. 

31. Those two ornaments of battle, those 
two superior warriors, filled with rage, then 
resisted one another, and invoked into 
existence many celestial and Brahma 
weapons. 

32. Then, O mighty monareh, Dhrista- 
dyumna covered Drona in that battle with 
many weapons. Destroying all — those 
weapons of Bharadwaja's son, the prince of 
the Panchalas, 


33. ‘That warrior of unfading renown, 
began to consume the Vasatis, the Sinis, 
the Valhikas and the Kurus who were 
then engaged in protecting Drona. 


34. O king, discharging numerous shafts 
on all sides, Dhristadyumna at that time 
appearec beautiful like the sun of myriad 
rays. 

35. Drona however once more cut off 
the prince’s bow and pierced the vitals of the 

rince himself with large number of shafts. 
Thus wounded the prince was greatly 
pained. 


36. Thereupon Bhima of great fury 
holding the chariot of Drona, distinctly 
spoke tliese words to him :— 


37. “If vile Brahmanas dissatisfied 
with the duties of their own order but versed 
in, the use of weapons, did not fight, then the 
Kshatriya order would not have become 
teduced in numerical strength. 


38. Sparing life has been declared to 
be the most excellent of all virtues. The 
Brahmana is the root of that virtue. You 
"are again the foremost of all men conver- 
sant with Brahma. 


39—40. Like a Chandala, slaying numerous 
Mlechchas and diverse other warriors, who 
however are all engaged in performing the 
duties of their order, moved to the deed 
by folly and ignorance, O Brahmana, and 
by the desire of benefitting your family and 
son, indeed for the sake of your only son, 
—indeed slaying all like one ignorant of 
his duties and disregarding your own ayo- 
cation why do you not feel ashamed ? 
















43- shen’ desirous of “laying all hls 
weapons aside, Bharadwaja’s son df illus. 
prions soul, said aloud:—“O Karna, o 
arna, O great bowman, O Kripa, O 
Duryodhana, 3 


44. Exert your best in the battle: this { 
tell you repeatedly ; may no injury befall 
you from the Pandavas; I am gaing to lay 
aside my weapons.” pedir 


45. Having spoken thus, O mignty 
monarch, Drona began to cry out the name 
of Aswathaman at’ the top of his voice: 
and laying aside his weapons, he then sat 
down on the terrace of his car. ; s 


46. Then betaking.to yoga, he assuredly 
gave safety to every creature. ‘Takin 
advantage of that opportunity, Dhrista« 
dyumna collected all his energies. 

47. Then placing his dreadful bow with 
arrows fixed on its string on his car, he 
jumped down from it armed with a sword 
and then rushed furiously upon Drona. 


48. Then men and other creatures bes 
holding Drona on the point of falling’ a 
victim to Dhristadyumna, began to utter 
loud cries of Oh and Alas. _ 


49. They bewailed piteously and they 
cried alas and oh and said fie. Meanwhile 
Drona, having laid aside his weapons, was 
peacefully seated on his cars `> . ` 


50. Having spoken as before, Drona; 
had betaken to yoga. Endued with great 
splendour, and possessed of ascetic merit, 
he had set his heart on that ancient and 
paramount being vis., Vishnu, 


St | Slightly bending down his face, and 
throwing his breast forward, and shutting 
his eyes and reposing on the quality of 
goodness, and directing his mind on medie 
tation, : 


52. And thinking on the monosyllabig 
m representing Brahma, and recollecting 
the mighty, paramount, and undestructible 


god of gods, the effulgent Drona of great 
ascetic merit, 


53. The Preceptor of the Kurus and the 
Pandavas, went to heaven, which is so difi} 
cult of being attained even by the virtuousi 
Indeed when Drona proceeded to heaven, 
it abecared tous that there were two suns 
41. He for whose sake you have taken oe 
up arms, and for whom you live, he 
deprived of life, to-day lies on the field .of 
battle, unknown to you and behind your 


42. It behoves you pot to doubt ti 
words the rona king Yudbiehee 


Be ao is es Aifressed iby: Bhima, 


‘54. The whole.welkin was ablaze, and 
eppeared to be one vast sheet of equal light 
when the sun-like -Bharadwaja, of solar 
splendour, proceeded towards heaven, 


$s. But within an wink of ti l 
that light disappeared’ ouat meters 


a , and then tumultuo 
pect the delighted celestials were ER 
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6. When Drona thus ascended to 
heaven, Dhristadyumna was standing beside 
him stupified ; only we five amongst mortal 
creatures bebeld, ~ 

57. The illustrious Drona. lost in voga | 
and meditation,ascend to the highest regions | 
of blessedness. These five were, myself, | 
Pritha’s son Dhananjaya, Aswathaman, the | 
son of Drona, 


58—59. Vasudeva of the Vrisni race, | 
and king Yudhisthira the virtuous soa | 
of Pandu. All else could not see the halo 
of glory that surrounded the intelligent son 
of Bharadwaja as he ascended, rapt up in 
yoga, to the Brahma regions, which are | 
mysterious even to the gods and which is | 
the highest of all celestial regions. 


60—61. In fact all human beings were | 
then unaware of the fact that Drona had 
attained to the highest mode of existence. | 
None of them could then descry the pre- 
ceptor, that subduer of foes, ascend to the 
region of Brahma, devoted to yoga, in com- 
pany with the best of sages, his body 
mangled with arrows, and steeped in blood 
after he had set aside his weapons. 


62. Prisata’s son meanwhile, though all 
creatures cried fie on him, yet casting his 
eyes on the lifeless Drona’s head, began 
to drag it (by the hair.) 

63. Then with his sword he lopped that 
head off the unk of his foe who remained 
silent all the while. Then upon the slauzh- 
ter of Bharadwaja’s son, he was filled with 
delight. 

64. Dhristadyumna began to send up 
loud: war-cries whirling his sword all the 
while in the air. With his hoary locks | 
flowing down his ears, of a dark complexion į 
that old man of eighty-five years, 

65. For your sake used to career on the 
field of battle, like a boy of sixteen. The 
mighty-armed Dhananjaya, that son of 
Kuńti, had said (before Drona’s head was } 
lopped off :— 


66. “O son of Drupada,bring the precep- 
tor alive. Do notslay him. He should not | 
be slain, he should not be slain.” Even thus 
did your troops also, 


67. Cry out; especially Arjuna had 
exclaimed aloud melting with compassion | 
‘for his preceptor. But unmindful of the 
Gries of Arjuna and those of other rulers of 
the earth, 


.68—69. O foremost of men, Dhrista- ! 
dyumna slew Drona in the terrace of his | 
own car. Then that indomitable subduer of 
foes, his body stained with blood, jumped 
down from the car on the earth, looking 
fed like the (newly-risen) solar disc. 


44 
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Thus the soldiers beheld Drona slain in the 
battle. 


70. Thereafter, O king, that furied bow- 
man Dhristadyumna, threw that large head 


| of Bharadwaja's son at the front ranks of 


your troops. 
71. Then the troops beholding that heac 


| of Bharadwaja’s son, felt inclined to fly 


and O king, without much hesitation they 
took to their heels. 


72. Meanwhile Drona proceeding to the 
heavens entered the stellar path. I only 
saw the (true circumstances of the) death 


| of Droha, 


„73—74. Through the grace of the sage 
Krishna- Dwaipayana, the son of Satyavati: 
I then beheld that effulgent one proceeding, 
after his ascension to the sky, lixe a blazing 
flame-beam free from even a curl of smoke} 
flying through the welkin. Upon the sla- 
ughter of Drona, the Kurus, the Pandavas 
and the Srinjayas, all became depressed, 


75. And every body fled in great haste. 
The army then broke away. Many had 
been slain and many wounded with keen 
arrows. 


76. Upon the death of Drona, your 
troops appeared to be senseless. Having 
suffered a defeat and, being inspired with 
fear about the future, x 


77- The Kurus lost the benefit of this as 
well as of the next world. Really they lost 
all self-control. The rulers of earth thea 
searching for the body of Bharadwaja’s son, 


78. Could not find it out in consequence 
of the field being covered over with numerous 


| headless trunks. The Pandavas on the other 


hand, having obtained victory here and 
prospects of fame in the future, 


79. Began to make loud sounds with 
their arrows and conches, and they uttered 
tremendous war-cries. Then Bhimasena and 
Prisata’s son Dhristadyumna, 


80. Embraced each other in the midst 
of the Pandava host which looked upon 
them both. Then that afflicter of fuves 
Bhima addressing Prisata’s son said :— 

81. “O son of Prisata, I will again em- 
brace your victorious self, when the sinful 
sons of Suta and Dhritarastra,will be slain 
in the battle.” 


S2. Having spoken thus much and filled 
with joy, Pandu’s son Bhima, caused the 
earth to tremble with the sound of his arm- 
strokes. 


83. At that sound your troops, panic 
stricken, began to fly away ; and disregard- 
ing the duties of Kshatriyas they exerted 
themselves in flying away. 
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i ined vic- 
84. The Pandavas, having obtain 
tory, were transported with joy, O rolere 
men ; and great was their happiness at the 
destruction of their foes in battle. 


inety- 

h ds the one hundred and ninety 

Ahr, the slaughter of Drona. in 
the Drona-badha of the Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXCIV. 


(NARAYANASTRAMOKSHA 
PARVA). 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, Upon the slaughter of Drona, O 
king, the Kurus, afflicted with the weapons 
of their enemies, their foremost warrior 
slain and themselves confounded—began 
to indulge copiously in grief. 

2. Beholding their enemies then elated 
with joy and success, they repeatedly 
trembled in fear. O ruler of men, they 
were panic-stricken and depressed and their 
eyes were filled with tears. 


3. They were distracted (with sorrow), 
their courage gone, and themselves re- 
duced in splendour under the burden of 
grief. Uttering piteous wails, they then 
surrounded your son. 


4. Covered with dust, trembling (in 
every limbs), gazing (vacantly) at the ten 
psints of the compass, their eyes fluoded 
with tears, they looked like the Daityas 
upon the fall of Liranyaksha in days of 
yore. 


§. Surrounded by those panic-stricken 
troops of his, who then looked like puny 
animals, your son could not stay on the 
field and went away from it. 


6. Those warriors of yours, O Bharata, 
worn out with hunger and thirst, and 
scorched by the burning rays of the sun 
were exceedingly dejected. 


7—8. Beholding that unthought-of over- 
throw of Bharadwaja’s son, that was like 
the falling of the sun on the earth, or the 
drying up of the ocean, or the transplanta- 
tion of the Meru mountain, or the defeat 
of Vasava himself, your troops, O kin ‘ 
began to fly away, panic lending speed to 
their legs. 
a g- Beholding him of the 
slain, Sakuni the king of the G \andharas, 
with his terrified and affrighted followers 
fied in all haste.; 

to. Taking with him his 
sions that were flying 
dards, Suta’s son also 
away. 


olden car 


us numerous divj- 
with all their stan- 
ı @ut of fear, fled 





| 
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11. The ruler of the Madras vis Salva 
gathering together his divisions aboundin 
in cars, elephants and steeds, and looking 
vacantiy on all sides, fled away, out of fear, 


12. Kripa the son of Saradwata also 
fled,—saviny Alas, Alas, and taking with 
him his divisions consisting mostly of ele- 
phants and infantry, of which the greater 
part had been slaughtered. 


13. Kritavarman, surrounded by the 
Voja division and the remnants of the 
Kalingas, Asratta and Valhikas, fled away 
borne by his swift steeds. 


14. Beholding Drona slain, Uluka, 
filled with fear and with his infantry divi- 
sions, fled away in great speed. 

15. Handsome, youthful in years and 
well-known for his bravery, Dussassana 
inspired with great fear, fled away being 
surrounded by his elephant division. 

16. Beholding Drona overthrown 
Brishasena Hed in haste, taking away with 


him ten thousand chariots and three thou- 
sand tusked elephants. 


17. Your son the mighty car-warrior 
Duryodhana also, O king, then fled from 
the field attended by cars, elephants and 
steeds and surrounded by toot-soldiers. 

18. Beholding Drona 
king, Susarman fled away, taking with him 


the remmants of the Samsaptakas, slain 
by the diadem-decked Arjuna. 


19. Beholding him of the golden car 
slain, men began to fy on all sides, riding 


on their elephants and cars and urging on 
their steeds 


20. Some urging on their sires, others 
their brothers and others their uncles, and 
others their suns and other companions, 
the Kurus fled away in haste. 

21. Some exhortir 
haste and other 


overthrown, O 


Ng their troops to make 
2 S their nephews and other 
kinsmen, fled away in all directions. 

22. Their hair dishevelled and 
accoutrements falling off, no two persons 
were seen to fly together; their courage 
gone and their splendour destroyed, men 
then thought that the Kuru army was 
completely annihilated, 

23. Others amn 
lord, throwing off 


their 


ng your troops fled, O 
ora their coats ot mail. O 
or most of the Bharatas, then your troops 
addressing one another loudly said :— 


24. “Wait, Wait’. Dut 
Vait, W ; none of them 
who thus spoke remaine 


e d a moment on the 
field, Abandoning tbeir vehicles and 
chariots decked with ornaments, 


25. Warriors 


a k mounting on 
or using their leg z the steeds 


Bs, fled in all possible haste. 
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While the troops, with their splendour lost 
and filled with fear, were thus flying away, 


a6. Only Drona's son Aswathaman 
bdvanced towards the foe, like a huge 
alligator swiming against the current. He 
Tedirecenily fought a terrible fight with 
the hostile division headed by Sikhandin, 


27. Asalso with the Prabhadrakas the 
Panchalas and the Chedis accompanied 
by the Kekayas. Having slain numerous 
indomitable troops of the Pandavas, 


a8. And with difficulty extricating him- 
self from his perilous situation, that one of 
the gait of an infutiated elephant, beholding 
the troops flying away, 

29. Approached Duryodhana; and then 
that son of Drona srid these words to the 
latter:—‘'Why O Bharata, are the troops 
flying away, as if in fear? 


30. Why, O king, do you not try to 
tally them when they are thus flying away ? 
© ruler of men, you also are hot in your 
usual mood. 


31. In consequence of the slaughter of 
what foremost of warriors of your army 
have the troops been reduced to this 
plight? O foremoet of the Kurus, tell me 
all truly. 


32. O king, even these divisions headed 
by Karna and others are not staying on the 
field. In no previons battle was the army 
thus broken and routed. 


33- O Bharata, has any great catastro- 
phe, O mighty monarch, overtaken your 
army? ‘hereafter Duryodhana hearing 
the words of Drona’s son, 


34. Hesitated to communicate that most 
terrible and disagreeable intelligence to 
him. Your son, that foremost of kings, was 
then sunk deep in the ocean of grief, even 
like a splinte. 24 boat in the sea. 


i ; seated 
35- Atthe sight of Drona's son 
on his chariot, the eyes of the king were 
flooded with’ tears. Lhereafter, O king, 
your son suffused with shame, said these 
words to the son of Saradwata :— 


6. “May good betide yon. Do you 
first inforin ty aihamian of the cause e 
this flight of our troops. Thereupon 2 
king, Saradwata's son, repeatedly ove 
whelmed with sorrow, said to Drona’s son 
how Drona had been slain. 


Kripa said :— 
i t of 
- Ourselves, placing that foremos 
r aSa on earth vis Drona betone us: 
commenced the battle with the Pancha 
only. 


the 
8. During the progress of the hattle 
Kore and ae Sumakas became mingicd 
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together and than challenging one another 


they mangled one another's body with thair 
weapons. 


39- When the battle thus taged and 
when the Dhartarashtra troops were being 
teduced in number, your father, filled with 


rage, invoked into existence a celestial wea- 
pon. 


40. Then, O foremost of men, Drona 
using that Brahma weapon, slow his 
enemies by hundreds and thousands. 


41. Impelled forward by Fate the Pan- 
davas, the Kaikayas, the Matsyas and the 
Panchalas, O foremost of the regenerate 
ones, approaching the vicinity of Drona’ 
car, were slaughtered (indiscriminately). 


42. Then with his Brahma weapon 
Diona despatched a thousand foremost 
heroes, and two thousand tusked elephants 
to the abode of Death. 


43. With his hoary locks flowring down 
to his ears, and of a deck complexion and 
full eighty-five years of age, Drona then 
careered on the field with the agility of a 
boy of sixteen. 


44. Their troops fatigued and their king 
slain, the Panchalas although burning with 
tage, were compelled to turn back. 


45. When the enemy’s rank was partly 
broken and when they were compelled to 
turn their faces away from the field, that 
conqueror of foes, exhibiting his celestial 


weapon, looked beautiful like the rising 
sun. 


46. Penetrating into the centre of the 
Pandava rank, the puissant hero, your 
father, shooting his ray-like shafts, became 
incapable of being looked at like the sun 
shining in the centre of the heaven. 


47. Our enemies, then scorched by 
Drona who then appeared beautiful like the 
sun, were reduced in their energy, deprived 
of courage and depressed at heart. 


43. Thereupon the slayer of Madhu ever 
solicitous of the victory of the Pandavas,be- 
holding the troops afflicted by Drona with 
his shatts spoke these words :— 


49. “This leader of the leaders of car- 
hosts, this foremost of all wielders of bow is 
incapable of being vanquished in battle even 
by the slayer of Vritra himself. 


o. Therefore disregarding the rules of 
fair combat do you strive for the sake of 
giving victory to the Pandavas, in such a 
manner that he of the golden car may not 
slay you all. 


gt. "Ithink, he will never fight if he 
hears that Aswathaman has been slain in 
battle. Let therefore some one tell hing’ 
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this falsehoo l that Aswathaman has been 
slain in battle.” 


i id not sound agree- ; 
.§2. These words did | suffered death at the hands of that most 


able to the ear of Kunti’s son Dhananjava, 
Others again approved of these words. King 
Wudhisthira accepted them after much 
liesitation. 

S3. Then Bhimasena suffused with bla- 
shes of shame said to your father :-- 
**Aswathaman has been slain.” But your 
father believed him not. 


54. Your father affectionate to his son ` 


then doubling the veracity of Bhima’s 
words, questioned the very virtuous king 
Yudhisthira, whether you were really slain 
or not. 

' 55., Afraid of telling lies but interested in 
securing victory, Yudhisthira, then behold- 
ing a.mighty elephant by name Aswatha- 
man slain in battle, 


56. By Bhima,—an elephant belonging 


to Indravarman the ruler of the Malavas 
and that was huge as a hill, approached ; 


Drona and loudly spoke these words :— 


| 
57- “He for whom you are wielding your . 
weapons and looking on whom you live, | 


that dearly-loved son of yours by name 
Aswathaman has been slain. 


58-—59. Slain he lies prostrate on the 
field like a lion-calf in the woods. Cog- 
misant of the evils of falsehood that king 
clearly spoke these words to the foremost of 
Brahmanas, adding indistinctly the word 
elephant after them. Hearing that you 
have been slain and consequently afflicted 
with great grief, 

60. Withdrawing his celestial weapons 
he ceased to fight. Beholding him greatly 
anxious and overpowered with grief, 


61. The son of the Panchala king; that 
Peipetrator of vile deeds, assailed him. 
Beholding that prince who had been des- 
tined to be the cause of his death, Drona, 
conversant with the truths about men and 
things, 


62. Abandoned his celestial weapons and | 


betook tothe Praya Joga. “Ihen grasping 
his hair with his left hand, 


63. The son of Prisata lapped off his 
head disregarding the expostulating cries of 
the heroes. From all sides thev then said -— 
‘He should not be slain, He should not be 
slain.’ 


64. Similarly Arjuna also, jumping down į 


from his chariot quickly rushed towards 
Dhristadyumna, with his arms raised, and 
repeatedly saying :— 


65. _ “Bring the preceptor alive ; convers- 
pot with the rules of fair fig ht, you should 
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l not slay aim.” Although thus prevented 
by the Kauravas and Arjuna, 


65. Your father, O foremast of men, 


heartless warrior (Dhristadyumna). It is 

for this reason that the troops afflicted ‘witty 

fear are flying away. Similarly, O sinles 

one, we are depressed upon the overthrow 
| of your sire, 


Sanjaya said :— 
67. Then Drona's son, hearing that 
< account of the slaughther of his father in 
: battle, became filled with fury like a snake 
trampled under feet. 


| 68. Then, O sire, filled with wrath 
Drona’s son appeared to burn on the field, 
like fire that blazes forth furiously having 
obtained heaps of fuel to feed it. 


69. Squeezing one of his hands with the 
other and. grinding his teeth and breathing 
like a snake his eyes Lecame coppery (in 
rage). 

Thus ends the one hundred and ninety- 
fourth chapter, the communication of the 
tntelligence of Drona's death to Aswatha- 
| man, tn the Na rayanastramoksha of the 

Drona Parva. 





CHAPTER CXCV. 


i (NARAYANASTRAMOKSHA PARVA) 
—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. Hearing of the slau hter of his aged 
and Brahma-knowing Sire i DNET 


nain an unfair battle, O Sanio» 
: did Aswathaman say, anjoya, what 


| 2. He who is puissant and in whom 


ig that the pious preceptor has 


been slain in battle by mf 
J y unfair means b 
Say istadyumna what did that AUNA 


i 
| 
| 
| 3. Hearin 


1s Drona having mastered 
the science of bowmanship had imparted 

hat on ot his desireous of 
accomplished in every way 


oe Person in the 
x n desire to be su- 
perior to themselyes in accomplishments 
and that Person is one’s own son 3 : 


P 
ar] 
oe 
D 
2 
ar 
a 
o 
3 
= 


6. This is them 


yster + . 
| receptors, that I y about all illustrious 


ney impart the knowledge 
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of their respective sciences to their sons or 
to their beloved pupils. 


7. O Sanjaya, the heroic «on of Sara- 
dwata's daughter, being the disciple of his 
own sire has obtained all that knowledge in 
every detail, and has become a secoid 
Drona. 


8. In knowledge of weapons, Aswatha- 


man is like Rama himself; in battle he is ' 


like Purandar, in prowess he equals Karta- 
virva, and in wisdom he matches Vrihas- 
pati. x 

g. Youthful in years, he resembles a 
mountain in endurance, and fire in energy. 
In gravity he is equal to the ocean, and in. 
anger to a snake of virulent poison. 


to. He is the first car-warrior in the 


bowman. He equals the wind in speed; 
and in the thick of fight he careers like the 
Destroyer in person. 

tt. Shooting his arrows in battle he had 
afflicted the earth herself. Brave and of 
great prowess, he is never exhausted in 
battle. 


12. Purified by the recital of the Vedas 


and by the observance of the vows, he has į 


thoroughly mastered the science of bow- 
miinship. He is incapable of being ruffed 
and resembled in this direction the mighty 
ocean or the Dasaratha’s son Rama him- 
self. 

13. Hearing that the righteous preceptor 
has been slain in battle by unfair means by 
Dhristadyumna what indeed did Aswa- 
thaman say ? 

14. Aswathaman was destined to be- 
come. the slayer of Dhristadvumna the son 
of Yaynasena, even as this latter was 
ordained to be the slaver of Drona. 

15. What, alas, did Aswathaman say, 
Nearing that the Preceptor has been slain 
by ‘that sinful, cruel and mean Dhrista- 
dyumna of little foresight ? 

Thus ends the one hundred and ninety- 


fifth chapter, the wrath of Aswathaman 


tn the Narayanastra-moksha of the Drona 
Parva, 


CHAPTER CXCVI. 


(NARAYANASTRAMOKSHA 
PARVA)—Contianued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

t. Hearing that his father has been 
slain by underhand means by Dhrista- 
dynmna of sinful deeds, Drona's son be- 
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| came filled, O foremost of men, with tears 





as well as with (extreme) rage. 


2. Inflam+d as he was with rage, his 
body, O monarch, appeared to burn like 
that of the Destrover himself when at the 
exp ration of a yuga, he engages himself 
m s'aughtering created beings. 

3. Then repeatedly wiping off hia eyes 
shedding copious tears, and breathing in 
rage, he said these words unto king Duryo- 
dhana. 

4. l have been apprised of the fact, 
how my father was slain after he laid his 
weapons aside; I have also known howa 
sinful act has heen committed by those who 
boast of hoisting the standard of virtue. 


5--5. I have also heard of the vile and 


world and indefatigable and a resolute | Tuthless act of the very virtuous “king 


| Yudhisthira. Surely either victory or its 


reverses will fall to the lot of those who en- 
gage in fight. Deathin battle is ever es- 
teemed. lhe death overtakine ane engaged 
in fight under fair rules of combat, 


7+ Should'not become a source of grief, 
as has been observed by the sages. My 
father, without doubt, has gone to tha pos- 
thumous regions of the heroes. 


8. I should not lament for that foremost 
of men as he has undergone the most 
excellent form of death. But when fighting 
fairly, he was siezed by the hair, 


9. Before the eyes of all the troops; 
this humiliation that he sustained is biting 
ine to the very quick. Whilst I live, my 
sire was seized by the hair, 


to. Why then should sonless men wish 
to obtain suns (who can help them in ne 
way? Moved by lust, or wrath or igno- 
rance or hatred or levity, 


11, Men perpetrate acts opposed -tọ 
morality or to humiliate others. This most 
sinful act has been committed by the son 
of Prisata, 


12. Of wicked soul and ruthless heart, 
in utter disregard of myself. Dlwista- 
dyumna shall behold the dreadful conse- 
quences of his act, 


13. As also the prevaricating sons of 
Pandu, who have perpetrated a sinful act. 
He that caused, by an underhand measure, 
the preceptor to lay aside his weapon, 


14. The blood of that son of Dharma 
the earth shall drink to-day. { swear hy 
my truth, O foremost of the Kurus, as also 
by the religious marits acquired by my 
Istha and Purtha acts, 


15. That I shall not drag on my 
burdensome existence without slaying the 
Pamchalas to the fast man. Having re- 
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ceurse to all’ measures, [ shall contend 
against the Panchalas in great battle ; 


16. Either by hook or crook or by 
violent or mild measures I will achieve the 
slaughter of Dhristadyumna of evil deeds 
in battle. 


17. O'ruler of the Kurus, exterminating 
the Panchalas, | shall regain my peace of 
mind. O foremost of men, people desire 
to have children, 


18. In order that these latter may free 
them from great danger here and hereafter. 
But my sire was reduced to a woeful 
plight like one helpless, 


| 
| 
t 
| 
| 
| 
| 


19. While myself his son and disciple, ` 


equal to a mountain (in might) am still alive. 
Fie on my weapons of celestial make, fie on 
my arms, fie on my prowess, 


20. Inasmuch as getting me for his 
son, Drona had to suffer the indignity of 
being seized by the hair. O foremost of 
the Bharatas, I shall therefore so exert 
myself that 


at. I may be free from the debt I still 
Owe to my sire whe has proceeded to 
Heaven. A noble person never indulges 
in his own praise ; 


22. But incapable of tolerating the 
slaughter of my sire, I shall to-day untter 
my own praises:—Let the Pandavas with 
Janarddana at their head to-day behold 
my prowess, 


33. As I grind all creatures like the 
Destroyer himself at the hour of Dissolu- 
tion, Neither the gods, nor the Gandhar- 
vas, nor the Asuras, nor the reptiles, nor 
the Rakshasas, 


24. Will be able to-day to conquer me 
as I shall ride on my car, O foremost of 
men. There is none in the world superior 


to me, or Arjuna in the knowledge of 
weapons. 


a5. To-day at the heart of the hostile 
troops, like the sun in the midst of scorch- 
ing rays, 1 shall discharge my celestial 
weapons. 

26. In to-day’s mighty battle, shafts 
shot furiously from by bow will crush and 


mangle the Pandavas, showing their great 
energy. 


27. My troops shall to-day behold the 
quarters of the compass, shrouded with 
sharp-winged shafts, as if O king, by 
showers of rain. 


28. Shooting on all sides shafts of 
dreadful whirr, I shall fell my foes like the 
mighty tempest uprooting the trees. 

29—30. Neither Vibhatsu, :nor Janard- 
dxna, nor Bhimasena, nor the twins, 
(Nakula and Sahadeva), nor king Yudhis- 





| 
| 
| 


: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


thira, nor Prisata's son of wicked’soul, 
Sikhandin, nor Satyaki, even know tha 
weapon which I possess, O foremost of the 
Kurus, with the mantras for hurling and 
withdrawing it. 

31. Formerly on one occasion, disguised 
as a Brahmana, Narayana came to my 
father; whereupon my father bowing down 
unto him presented him offerings in due 
course and form. 


32. Accepting those offerings that 
possesser of the six illustrious qualities (the 
Bhagas) desired to accord a boon to my 
sire. ‘Thereupon my father asked the 
boon of getting that most excellent weapon 
called Narayana. : 


33. Thereupon that foremost of all gods, 
that possessor of the six divine qualities 
said unto him, O king. “No man shall 
ever be a match for you in battle. 


34- But, O Brahmana, this weapon 
should not be used without sufficient dele- 
beration, for it never returns without des- 
patching the foe at whom it is hurled. 


35; O Lord.. know not whom it may 
not slay. It will even effect the death of 
him who is unslayable. Therefore it 
should not be used hastily. 


36. When one abandons his car os 


weapons in battle, or implores for mercy, 
or surrenders himself, 


37. O afflicter of your foes, these are 
the occasions when this mighty weapon 
should not be used. He that wants to 
afflict the unslayable hy this weapon, him- 
self becomes afilicted by it. 


38. My puissant father then received 
that weapon. ‘The lord then thus spoke to 


me also. "You shall destroy many showers 
of celestial weapons, 


39. By means of this weapon and you 
shall blaze forth in effulyence by its virtue.” 


Taving thus spc ken that Divine Lord as- 
cended to heaven, 


40—i7. This is the history 
father obtained the 
from the god. ' With the aid of this weapon, 
I shall crush the Pandavas. the Panchalas, 
the Matsyas and the Kaikayas in battle 
like the husband of Sachi crushing the 
Asuras. Assuming those particular forms 


which I shall desire them to assume, my 
arrows, 


how my 
Narayana wea pon 


„43. Will fall upon my foes 
Vigoronsly in battle, 
shall shower weapons a 


f contending 
Staying in battle [ 
s it lists men to do. 


43. I will rout the foremost of oar- 
Warriors with sky-ranging arrows furnished 
with iron tips. I will certainly hurl battle; 
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axes, bDludyeons and various other kinds of 
weapons. 

44. An afflicter of foes as I am, with the 
aid of that Narayana weapon, J shall des- 
troy the foes, completely crushing the 
Pandavas. 

45. That disgrace to the Panchala race, 
that contemner of his friends, the Brah- 
manas and his preceptor, that odious fellow 
of vilest conduct, shall not escape me alive 
to-day.” 

46. Hearing those words of Drona’s son, 
the army rallicd ; all foremost of warriors 
therein blew their mighty conches. 


47. Delightedly they began to strike up | 


the Bherts, and Dindimas by thousands ; 
the earth then struck with the hoops of 
horses and wheels of car, rang out loudly. 


48. That tremendous din resounded 
through the welkin, the heavens and the 
earth. Then hearing that sound that re- 
sembled the rumble of rain-clouds, the 
Pandavas, 


49. Those foremost of car-warriors, 
uniting together began to consult. The son 
of Drona also, O Bharata, having spoken in 
the above manner, wahsed his mouth with 
water and then invoked into existence that 
celestial weapon known by the name of 
Narayana, 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninety- 
sixth chapter, the wrath of Aswathaman, in 
the Navayanastra-Moksha Parva of the 
Drona Parva. 


CHAPTER CXCVII. 


(NARAYANASTRA-MOKSHA 
PARVA)—Continusd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. When that Narayana weapon had 
been invoked into existence, the wind bezan 


to blow from opposite directions, and peals ! 


of thunder were heard though the sky was 
cloudless, 


2. The earth ’quaked and the oceans 
became agitated. ‘I'he ocean-going stream 
began to flow in contrary directions. 


3- The crests of;mountains, O Bharata, 
began to split up. Diverse animals then 
passed keeping the son of Pandu to their 
“ight. 

4. The veil of darkness spread: over the 
earth. The sun became dimmed in splen- 
dour. Diverse kinds of flesh-eating animals 
began to alight on the field of battle. 
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l 5. O Ruler ofjmen, celestials, the Dana- 
; Yas, and thelGandharvas all became filled 
with fear. Seeing then that tremendous 
agitation in nature, they began to question 
one another’saying, ‘what is the cause of all 
MS $ 


6. Ail the kings became filled with an- 


| Xlely and inspired with terror, O ruler of 


men, at the sight of that dreadful weapon 


of affrighting aspect, belonging to Drona’s 
son. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


7. When unable to brook the slaughter 
of his sire and overwhelmed with grief, 
Drona's son did rally the troops. 


_8. Tell me, O Sanjava, twhat consulta- 
tion then the Pandavas held for protecting 
Dhristadyumna, as „they. saw the Kurus 
return to the charge, 7 


Sanjaya said :— 

9. At first having seen the Dhartarastras 
routed and again beholding thein return to 
the attack Yudhisthira addressing Arjuna 
said :— z 


Yudhisthira said :— 


to. Upon the slaughter of the preceptor 
Diona by Dhristadyunina lize the slaughter 
of the mighty Asura Vrita by the wielder of 
thunderbolt, 

11. O Dhananjaya, the enemy depress- 
ed at heart, gave up all hopes of victory. 
They fed from the field, intent on saving 
themselves. 


12-13. Some rulersfof men fled on chari- 
ots borne along irregular courses, with par- 


l shni drivers slain, deprived of standards, 


streamers and umbrellas, with their boxes 
and Kuvaras shattered, and all their deco- 
rations displaced. Others again, panic- 
struck, and deprived of reason, goading (Le 
steeds of their chariots with their tocs, fled 
in all haste. 


14. Others overwhelmed with fear, fled 
on their cars having their axles, wheels and 
yokes broken. Otners,fled, hanging half 
way from their saddles. 


15. Others again displaced from their 
seats and rivetted with shatts on the necks of 
elephants, Were precipitately borne away by 
these animals. Others were crushed down 
by Aying elephants, mangled and pierced 
with arrows. 


16. Others with their armours taken off 
and weapons exhausted teil down en the 
earth from the back of their animals, 
Others again were mutilated by car-wheels 


! er crushed by steeds or elephants, - 
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17. Some loudly calling their sires and 
their sons fled away in fear, without recog- 
nising one another and reduced in enerpy 
by grief. 

18. Some causing their sons, fathers, | 
friends and brothers sit (on their vehicles) 
and doftirg their coats of mail were seen to 
wash them with water. 

19. After the slaughter of Drona, the 
enemy's host, falling into great distress, , 
fled away in haste. Who hath rallied it 
now ? ‘Tell me if you know it. 

go. The sound of neighing steeds and 
rearing elephants mingled with the clatter ; 
of cur-wheels is heard aloud. 


a1. These terrible sounds in the ocean 
of Kuru army, are swelling every moment 
and causing my troops to tremble. 


22. This tremendous sound that is as- 
sailing our ears, causing our hairs to stand 
erect, meseems, will devour up the three 
worlds with their lords. 


23. I think this to be the tremendous 
roar of the wielder of the thunder, vig., | 
Vasava, who enraged at the slaughter of | 
Drona is coming to fight on behalf of the 
Kauravas. 


34. O Dhananjoya, hearing this loud 
and terrible suund our hairs stand erect, 
and our best car-warriors are becoming 
filled with anxiety. 


35. Iask you who is this mighty car- 
warrior that rallying this terrible and, 
agitated host like tle fed of the celestials į 
themselves, is leading it to wwe charge. 


i 
| 
| 


Arjuna said :— 

26. He depending upon whose prowess 
the Kauravas, having addressed themselves 
to the accomplishment of fierce deeds, are 
blowing their conches and facing us with 
firinness, 


27, He about whom you entertain doubts 
as to whe he may be-.who, having rallied 
the troops of the sons of Dhritarastra, 
that had fled from the fall of the weapon- 
less Drona, is now uttering terrible roars, 


28. He who is possessed of bastfulness, 
and mighty arms, who has the gait of an 
infuriate elephant, who possesses a face like 
that of a tiger, who achieves fierce feats 
and gives assurances of safety to the 
Kurus, 


29. He, upon whose birth Drona dis- 
tributed a thousand kine among Brahmanas 
of high-worth, he, O king, is Aswathaman 
who is thus roaring. ~ ae 

c. Assoon as he was born that hero 
neighed like Uchhaisravas and thereby 
. caused the three worlds to tremble, 


gr. Having heard that sound, an invisible 
being, O master, ascribed to him the namg 
Aswathaman, (horse-voiced). That brave 
warrior, O son of Panda, is roaring to-day, 

32. He, who has been slain like one 
helpless by the son of Prisata, by a crue] 
and deceitful means, yonder stands the 
protector of that one. : 

33. The Panchaka prince dragged my, 
poor preceptor by the locks of his hair. 
Certainly Drona’s son will not forgive that 


i act of his, aware as he is of his own manli- 


ness and resources. 


34. You also, O king, has spoken a 


t lie to the preceptor, being driven to it by 
` the desire for obtaining the kingdom. 


Con- 
versant with the rules of morality and of 
pious nature, you have indeed perpetrated 
a great sin, 

35. Like that hanging in Rama on con- 
sequence of his slaying Vali, the infamy 
hanging on you in consequence of the 
slaughter of Drona will be eternal in the 
three worlds with their mobile and immo- 
bile creations. 


36. ‘Lhe son of Pandu is accomplished 
in all virtues; moreover he is my disciple, 
he will never tell me a lie’. Thinking this 
Drona believed what you then said. 


_ 37, You have spoken an untruth veiled 
in the garb of truth, to the preceptor, add- 
ing the word elephant thereto. 


38. ‘Thereupon the Puissant Drona, laid 
his weapons aside and became indifferent 
to every earthly concern, He was sense- 
less, and as you have sven was overwhelmed 
with a swoon, 


30. It was then that his disciple, trans- 
gressing all morality, slew his preceptor, 
filled with affection for his son and nn- 
willing to fight and possessed by grief. 


40. Having slain by a deceitful means 
your preceptor who had laid his weapons 
aside, now do you with your counsellors, 
protect the son of Prisata, if indeed, you 
are equi to the task. 


41. To-day all of us conjointly will not 
be able to protect the son of Prisata, who 
has been as it were devoured by the son of 
Drona, filled with fury on account of his 
Sire’s slaughter, 


42. He, who ever treated all creatures 
with exceeding compassion, even ke, hear- 
ing that his sire was dragged by the hair 
will to-day consume us in battle. 


43. Setting at naught all dictates of 
morality, the pupil has slaughtered his pre- 
ceptor, although | exclaimed at the top of 


my voice, protesting th. 
should not be slain, g that the preceptor 





: 
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44. We have already passed away the 

reater part of our lives; the lease of life 
left tous is indeed very short; even that 
short period is blotted by this sinful act 
(perpetrated in the maturity of our years). 

45. Drona, in consequence of the affec- 
tion he cherished for us, was indeed like our 
father. By the ordinances of the holy texts, 
he was also our father, Yet such a precep- 
tor of ours has been slain by ourselves, for 
the sake of enjoying sovereignty lor a short 
period. 

46. Dhritarastra, O manarch, gave the 
earth to Bhishma and Drona, and what was 
more, he entrusted them with the lives of 
his sons. 

47. Though thus esteemed and endowed 
with such an honorarium by the foe, yet the 
preceptor looked upon us like his own son. 

48. The preceptor, incapable of suffer- 
ing any reduction in strength and energy, 
was only slain in battle. when he believing 
in your words laid his weapons aside. 
While engaged in fight even Indra the per- 
former of hundred sacrifices could not have 
defeated him. 


49. Even such a preceptor, venerable in 
years and devoted to our welfare, has been 
injured by ourselves, who have betaken to 
mean conduct for securing sovereignty. 


50. Alas, alas, what a heinous sin and 
a ruthless act have we perpetrated, for, 
tempted by the desire for enjoying the plea- 
sures of sovereignty, we have slain our 
venerable preceptor. 


S51. My preceptor had all along been 
under the impression, that I, Vasova’s son, 
could abandon all, my sires, brothers, sons, 
wives, and even life itself, for his sake, in 
consequence of the affection I bear for 
him. 


52. And yet, alas, longing for sove- 
reignty, l have neglected him when he was 
on the point òf being slaughtered. For this 
act, O king, I have already been condem- 
ned to hell, being covered with great iguo- 
miny. 


53- Itis better that I should die than live, 
inasmuch as I have to-day, put of a desire 
for obtaining sovereignty, suffered my old 
preceptor to be slain, who was a pramana 
and a great muni and who moreover ha 
laid his weapons aside at the time. 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninety- 
seventh chapter, the words of Arjuna in 
the Narayanastramoksha of the Drona 
Parva, 


CHAPTER ONCAT 
(NARAYANAS MRAMOKSITA 
| PARVA)— Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


I. Hearing the words of Arjuna, O 
| mighty monarch, the mighty car-warriors 
l of the Pandava host spoke neither agree- 
able or disagreeable words i reply to Dha- 
| Nanjoya. 





2. But the mighty Bhimasena filled with 
| wrath, spoke, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
f these words for reproching Kunti’s son 
tarjina. 


3- ‘You are preaching the rules of mora- 
i lity, like a muni living in the woods or like a 

Brahmana of austere observances who has 
i cut off all connections with this world. 


4. Saving others from injuries, defend- 
ing himself against wounds and injuries, 
; and showing forgiveness to women and the 
| Pious, a Kshatriya soon obtains the (rule of 
i the) earth, as also religious merit, fame and 
prosperity. 

5- Yourself endowed with all the de- 
sirable qualifications of a Ksharitya, O 
perpeluater of your race, it looks odd that 
you should speak like one ignorant of the 
duties of your order. 


6. O son of Kunti, your prowess re- 
sembles that of Sakra the lord of Sachi. 
You never pass beyond the limits of morality 
even as the ocean never transgcesses its 
banks. 


7. What person is there, who will not 
applaud you,—you who, having forgotten 
the animosity fanned and kept alive for the 
! last thirteen years, are solicitous for obser- 
: ing the precepts of morality 2 


8. Surely it is fortunate, O sire, that 
your heart to-day bends towards virtue. 
lt is also fortunate that your understand- 
ing to-day inclines towards showing com- 
passion, U you of undeteriorating fame. 


9. Although you are so eager to ob- 
serve the dictates of righteousness, yet your 
kingdom was snatched away from you 
most unrighteously. Your wife Draupadi 
having heen dragyed into the open court, 
was iusulted by your fue. 


10. We were exiled, with barks of trees 
or skins of animals for our cloth and cover. 
Though undeserving of such a wretched 
plight, yet we were compelled to wear out 
thirteen long years in that condition. 


11. You, O sinless one, have overlooked 
all these crying causes that call for revenge. 
Devoted as you are to perform the duties of 
Kshatriyas, you have quietly tolerated all 
these. 


mory òf all 


12. Keeping alive the me i 
have come 


these wrongs inflicted on us, we ae 
here to-day with veu, to avenge Uline (bu 
sohteous) | myself will slay 


as you are so ng cy) 
all these mean fellows who sna hed away 


our kingdom. 

rz. You had said before " Addressing 
ourselves in battle, we shall exert to ihe 
utmost of our abilities,” But now you are 
reproaching us. 

1y. You are now secking wyrtue. So 
you have falsified the words you bad said 
before. Afilicted as we are with fear, you 
take this opportunity for cutting us to the 
quick with your harsh words, 


Ts 


Alllcted with your dagyer-like words, my 
heart is on the pointof bursting open. 

16, Pious as youare, you do not know 
the nature of impiety, for you do not offer 
us applause though we are worthy of it. 


17. When Vasudeva himself is here, 
praise you the son of Drona, who, O Dhan- 
anjaya, is nota match for even a sixteenth 
part of yourself ? 

18. Disclosing vour own weakness, it is 
strange that you fecl no shame! Lean rend 
this earth open in rage, and split the very 
mountains, 

19. Whirling that heavy and terrible 
mace of fierce aspect decked with garlands 
of gold. Like a violent tempest, I can break 
down trees resembling huge mountains. 


20. I can with my arrows rout and crush 


the assembled host of the celestials led by } 


Indra himself, O Partha, assisted though 
they be by the Rakshasas, the Asuras, 
Snakes and human beings. 


21. Knowing, O foremost of men, me 
your brother, to be such, yor should not, O 
you of infinite prowess, entertain any fear 
from the son of Drona. 


22. Or, O Vibhatsu, stay here with all 
these foremost of men and behold me, alone 
and armed with the mace, conquer him in 
fierce battle. 


23. Like the Daitya kink Hiranyakasipu 
addressing the roaring and enraged Hari, 
the son of the king of the Panchalas address- 
ed Partha thus :— 


Dhristadyumna said :— 


24. O Vibhatsu, the intelligent sages of 
yore have prescribed these—z/s, conducting 
sacrifices on behalf of others, teaching, cha- 
rity, celebration of sacrifices and acceptance 
of gifts—to be the duties of the Brah- 
manas. 


Like one applying salt on the sores ! 
of wounded men, O grinder of your foes. | 


MAHABHARATA 


z To whict 
bas been 


then do 
4 


The sisth duty is study. 

of these sis was that Drona who 
slain by me devoted? Wherefore 
you reproach me, O sou of Pritha 


YES 


26. Transgreesing the duties of his own 
order, and observing those of the Wehatriyag 
that perpetrator of wicked deeds used to 
Slaughter us with his celestial weapons, 





27. Professing himself tobe a Brahmana, 
be used to injure vg deceitfully ; he haa 
now been slain by decehtul means; O 
son of Pritha, what is there wrong in this? 

26. Upon tbe punishment of Drona, 
(which he richly deserved), if his son, out 
of anger, „utter euch Joud roars, what do 
I lose by them 7 


20. 


There is nothing wonderful in the 


fact that Drona’s son leading the Kauravas 


in battle, will cause their destruction, being 
himself unable to protect them. 


go. Now you have turned a virtuous 
person, and are accusing me with the 
slaughter of my preceptor; but do you 


not know that it was for this purpose that 
l was bern as son of the Panchala king, 
having sprung out of fire. 

gt. How, O Dhananjaya, can you de- 
signate him a Brahmana er Kshatriya, 
who when engaged in fight used to look 
upon fair and untair acts with an equa! eye 7 


32. He, who furious in rage, used to 
slay with his Brahma weapons even those 
who are unacquainted with the use of wea- 
pons, O foremost of men, why should he not 
be slain by us by every means in our 
power ? 

33. One fallen off from the duties of 
his order, has been said, by the righteous, 
to be equal to poison. Knowing this, ') 
you who are conversant with the precepts 


| of morality, why do you blame me, O 


Arjuna ? 


34 That ruthless warrior, being assailed 
by me, has been overthrown and slain by 
me. O Vibhatsu, why do you not then 


congratulate myself on whom actually no 
blame hangs ? 


35- © Partha, I have lopped off Drena’s 
dreadful head, resembling the All-destroy- 
ing Lire, or the burning Sun or the most 
virulent poison. Why do you not then 
applaud an act that is worthy of applause ? 


$6. He who used to slay my kinsmen 
exclusively in battle, and of no one else, 
lopping off his head, have I not been freed 
from a terrible fever (of revenge) that used 
to burn me without remission, 


37- The fact that I have not thrown his 
head, like that of Jayadratha, into het 
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pominions of the Nisadhas, is corrording 
he core of my heart. 


38. tt has been heard, O Arjuna, that, 
without slaving one’s enemies one incurs 
sin. The duty of a Kshatriya is to slay or 
10 be slain. à 

39. O son of Pandu, Drona was my 
enemy; and therefore it is righteous that 
l have slain him ; and thus you have slain 
your father’s friend, king Bhagadatta. 


40. When you slew your aged grandsire, 


you thought it your duty todoso. But | 


when I have slain my wicked foe, why 
should it not be regarded as my duty ? 


41. It behoves you not to speak to mein 
this way—me who can raise my hand | 
against you in consequence of the relation- 
ship I bear to you and who am therefore 
like a prostrate elephant with ladder against | 
its body, for helping puny creatures to get 
on its back. 


42. I forgive your abusive language, O 
Arjuna, for the sake of Draupadi and her 
sons and not for any other cause. 


43. It is well-known that the hostility I 
bore to the preceptor was bequeathed to me 
by my sire. Every one in the world knows it 
but you sons of Pandu feign to be ignorant | 
of it. 


44. The eldest son of Pandu is not a liar | 
nor am Ta sinful wretch, O Arjuna. The | 
wicked Drona used toinjure his pupils. He 
has been slain by me. Now fight, and vic- 
tory will be yours. 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninety 
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_ 4. When that Drona suffered such an 
insult at the hands of that most sinful 
, Dhristadyumna under the very eyes of all 
the warriors present, was there no Ksha- 
triya who was then inspired with wrath? 


Fie on the Kshatriya order and fie on wrath 
itself ! 


5. Tell me, O Sanjaya, what did the 
Parthas or the other kings of the earth, all ; 
illustrious warriors, say, having heard the 
words of the Panchala prince? 


Sanjaya said :— 

6. Hearing those words of the ruthless 
son of Drupada, O king, all the rulers of 
the earth remained silent. 


7. But Arjuna only casting side glances 


| at Prisata’s son, and sighing and shedding 


copious tears said ‘fie, fie.’ 
8. Yudhisthira and Bhima and the twins 


; (Nakula and Sahadeva) and Krishna him- 


self were overwhelmed with shame, O king. 


| Then Satyaki spoke these words :— 


9. “Is there nobody that will quickly des- 


patch this sinful, low, and cursed wretch, 


even when he is thus speaking ?” 

to. Like the Brahmanas blaming a 
Chandala, all these Pandavas are reproach- 
ing you for your having perpetrated this 


! sinful act. 


Ir. Having perpetrated the most sinful 
act and condemned by the pious, da you 
not feel ashamed to open your lips in 
this august assemblage ? 


12. O Despicable’ wretch, why did nat 





eighth chapter, the words of Dhristadyumna, 
; : $ 

inthe Narayanastramoksha of the Drona | 
Parva. 


CHAPTER C€XCIX. 


(NARA YANASTRA-MOKSHANA 


your longue and your cursed head go off 
into thousand fragments, when you were 
on the point of slaying your preceptor ? 
Why were you not smitten down by that 
sinful act 2 z 


13. You richly merit the condemnation 
of the Parthas and all the Vrishnis and the 
Andhakas inasmuch as parpetrating this 
sinful act, you are boasting of it in tke 





PARVA)— Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


I. That high-souled person who had 
duly studied the Vedas and their auxiliaries, 
he who had mastered the entire science of 
arms and who possessed modesty, 


2. That Drona that son of mighty sage, 
who had been insultéd by the low-minded, 
cruel and mean Dhristadyumna the slayer 
of his preceptor, 

3- That Drona through whose grace the 
Oremost of men still achieve superhuman 
feats difficult of being achieved evcn by the 
gods and the Asuras, 


presence of this august asseinbly. 


14. Having committed the most heinous 
act of sin, you further reveal your hatred 
for the preceptor. For this you deserve to 
be slain; there is no use in sparing your life 
even for a moment. 


1s. What other sinful wretch, except 
yourself, will dare cause the virtuous pre- 
ceptor’s death, holding him by his hoary 
locks? 


16. Having obtained you—the disgrace 
to their race—for thzir decendant, seven 
generations before.you and seven after, in 
your race, have sunk in hell, being deprived 
of their glory. 
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1f. You'have accused Partha that fore- 
most of men with the slaughter of Bhisma. 
Bur’ this latter illustrious personage has 
himself caused his own destruction, 

18. Indeed that vilest of wretches viz. 
yvur uterine brother Sikhandin, was the 
cause of Bhisma’s death, Really there is 
mo one more’ sinful on the face of the earth, 
than the sons of Panchala king. 


19. Your father had begotten Sikhandin 
for the slaughter of Bhisma. As regards 
Arjuna he only protected your, brother 
when he caused the death of the high-soul- 
ed Bhisma. 


20. The Panchalas have gone astray 
from the paths of rectitude, and like despi- 
cable wretches they are injuring their friends 
and their preceptors, only for having 
obtained yourself and your brother, hated 
by the pious, among themselves. 


21. If you again speak such words be- 
fore me, I shall knock down your head with 
a mace resembling the bolt of heaven. 


22. Stained as you are with the sin of 
Brahmanicide, people looking at you the 
slayer of a Brahmana, have to look at the 
Sun for purifying themselves. 


23. Ill-mannered wretch of a Panchala, 
villilying my own preceptor in the first 
instance and then my preceptor’s preceptor, 
why don’t you feel ashamed ? 

24. ‘Wait, Wait.’ Bear but this single 
stroke of my mace. I will bear many strokes 
of that of yours.” 


25. Thus reproached by that scion of 
the Satwata race, Prisata’s son inspired 
with wrath, addressed these harsh words to 
the enraged Satyaki, 


Dhristadyumna said :— 

26. © yon of Madhu’s race, I have 
heard you speak. But I forgive you; 
yourself sjnful and impions, you desire 
to throw odium on the righteous? 

27. Forgiveness is a praiseworthy virtue, 
but sinful wretches do not deserve it. A 
wicked fellow regards him who shows for- 
giveness as powerless (lit: conquered). 


28. Ill-behaved, of low mind and sinful 
resolutions, you are condemnable from the 
end of your hair to the tip of your tse. 
do you desire to censure others ? 


I" 29. What act can be more umighteous 
than that perpetrated by you when, re- 
peatedly prevented, you slew Bhurisrava, 
whose arm was lopped off’and who had be- 
taken to the Praya Yoga? 


30. Arranging his troops in order Drona 
was fighting with his celestial weapons 


Yet | 





MAHABHARATA, 


he laid aside his weapons and I slew him 
O crooked one, what is there improper in 
this? 

31. How can he, O Satyaki, "censure 
such as act, who himself has slain his op- 
ponent, desisted from battle,—an opponent 
that was sitting in Praya Yoga and whose 
arm was cut off by another. 


32. That puissant opponent of yours, 
careered on the field having thrown you 
down with the stroke of his feet. Foremost 
if you were of all male beings why did you 
not then slay him ? 


33. When Partha had already vanqui- 
shed him, it was only then that by an un- 
fair means you slew the puissant son of 
Somadatta. 


34. In whatever quarter Drona had 
sought to rout the troops of the Pandavas, 
in that quarter I proceeded, shooting my- 
riads of shafts. 


35. Having yourself’ perpetrated an act 
worthy of a Chandala only, it is strange 
that you desire to censure me in sucha vile 
language. 


36. You are the perpetrator of vile acts 
and not I, O vilest of the Vrishni race. You 
are the hot-bed of sin. Do not again blame 
this deed of mine. 


37- Hold your tongue. It is improper 
that yon shall move after this. I give you 
this reply from my own lips, you should not 
address me any longer. 


38. If again, out of folly you speak such 
harsh words to me, I shall despatch you to 
the abode of Death with my own arrows. 


39. One cannot overcome his foes, O 
fool, solely through fair means. Hear how 
our opponents also acted unfairly. 


40. Pandu’s eldest son Yudhisthira was 
afew years back cheated untairly (out of 
his own kingdom) and O Satyaki, Draupadi 
was also most vilcly insulted. 

4t. The Pandavas with Krishna their 
wie were also exiled to the woods, and 
O fool, all their possessions were robbed 
out of them by unrighteous means. 

42, The kine of the Madras was again 
weaned away fiom our side by an act of 
unrighteousness by the foe, unfairly also was 
the tender son of Subhadra slain. 


43, Now for the Pandavas, the grand- 
father of the Kurus, Bhisma was slain by 
an act of unrighteousness. Bhurisrava was 
vain slain by your very justicel-oving 
self. 








44. Thus, O you of the Satwata race, 
the heroic Pandavas and the Kurus have 
both acted sinfully for victory in battle, 
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although they are all conversant with the 
rules of morality. 

45. Thus morality is a mystery, as also 
immorality is difficult of being ascertained, 
Fight on with the Iauravas, and do not 
return to the home of your fathers. 


Sanjaya said :— 

46. Addressed in such ruthless and harsh 
words, the handsome Satyaki trembled 
from head to foot. 


47. Hearing those words Satyaki with 
his eyes coppery in rage, laid his bow aside 
on the car and breathing like a snake he 
grasped his mace. 


48. Then advancing furiously upon the 
Panchala_ prince he said:—“I shall not 
waste my harsh words on you any longer, 
but I shall crush you, as you richly deserve 
to be slaughtered.” 


49. Beholding the puissant Satyaki 
rush, from wrath and desire for revenge, at 
the Panchala prince, like Death against a 
match of his, 


50. The mighty Bhima urged by Vasu- 
deva, quickly jumped down from his chariot 
and caught hold of him by the arms. 


51. The puissant Satyaki, who was then 
furiously rushing (at Dhristadyumna) ad- 
vanced a few steps, dragging after him the 


mighty son of Pandu, who was trying to | 


withhold him. 


52. Then Bhima firmly planting his 
feet, succeeded in stopping that foremost of 
all beings endowed with strength vis., that 
illustrious scion or Sini’s race. 


53. Then, O king, Sahadeva jumping 
down from his car, addressed Satyaki held 
in check by the strong arms of Bhima, in 
these soothing words :— 


54. ‘'O feremost of men, we possess not 
friends dearer to ourselves, than the An- 
dhakas, the Vrishnis and the Panchalas, O 
descendant of Madhu’s race. 


55+ Similarly the Andhakas and the 
risnnis, specially Krishna amang the 
latter, cannot have any friends dearer than 
ourselves, 


56. The Panchalas also, O scion of the 
Vrishni race, will not be able to find friends 
dearer to themselves than the Vrishnis and 
the Pandavas, even if they search the whole 
earth to the very boundaries of the seas. 


57. WYouarea dear friend to this prince 
and even such is he to you. You are to us 
even as we are to you. 


58. Versed in the rules of duty, restrain 
youc anger having the prince of the Pan- 
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chalas for its object, remembering the duties 
that you owe to your friends. 


59. Forgive the son of Prisata, let hint 
also forgive you. We will also practise 
forgiveness. What other virtue can be equal 
to forgiveness ! 

60. : When, O sire, Sahadeva was thus 
pacifying the grandson of Sini, the son of 
the Panchala king thus smilingly spoke :— 


61. “Bhima, let the grandson of Sini, so 
proud of his prowess in battle, he released. 
Let him encounter me like the wind en- 
countering the mountains. 


62. I shall smother his wrath with my 
sharp arrows, as also his itching for battle; 
O son of Kunti, let me deprive him of his 
life in battle. 


63. I am alone competent to achieve the 
mighty task the sons of Pandu have under- 


taken, heavy though it may be. Yonder 
come the Kauravas, 


64. Or Phalguna himself will hold all of 
them in check. Let me cut off this one’s 
head with my arrows. 


65. He takes me for Bhurisravas with 
his arm lopped off. Leave him. Either I 
will slay him or he shall slay me. 


66. Hearing the words of the Panchala 
prince the mighty Satyaki breathing like a 
snake, began to swell even within the em- 
brace of Bhima’s arms. 


67. When those strong-armed and 
mighty heroes were thus roaring at each 
‘other like two bulls, O sire, Vasudeva and 
the son of Dharma Yudhisthira, 

68. With great difficulty restrained those 
two heroes. ‘Thus restraining those two 
mighty bowmen, whose eyes were red in 
rage, the foremost of the Kshatriyas ad- 
vanced desirous of meeting the foe in battle. 


Thus ends the one hundred and ninety- 
ninth chapter, the rage of Dhristadyumna 
and Satyaki, in the Narayanastramoksha. 
of the Drona Parva. 


CINA RINER: 


(NARAYANASTRAMOKSANA, 
PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thereafter the son~of Drona began 
to crush his foes like the Destroyer at the 
end of the yuga, slaughtering all creatures. 

2—3. Slaying his foes with his broad- 
headed shafts, he caused a mountain by 
corpses, whose trees were constituted by 
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standards, peaks by weapons, stones- 
slain elephants; which teemed with Kim- 
purusas formed by slain horses, which was 
covered with creepers constituted by bows, 
whose cranes were constituted by flesh-eat- 
ing animals ; and which was full» of birds 
formed hy the ghosts. 


4. Then, O foremost of the Bharatas, 
once more exclaiming aloud with great 
force, Aswathaman made your son to hear 
his vow, 

“ Inasmuch as Kunti's son Yudhis- 
thira, disguised in the garb of righteous- 
ness, has spoken to the fighting Prece, tor, 
saying ‘lay your weapons aside,’ 


6. For that reason I shall crush his army 
even before his very eyes. Shattering the 
ranks of the hostile ar.ny I will slay the sin- 
ful son of the Panchala king. 


- Iwill slay them all in battle if they 
oll face me in battle. his I speak to 
you for sooth. Let the army be rallied and 
return to the charge. 


8. Hearing those words of Drona's son 
your son rallied the troops, having dis- 
pelled their fear by uttering a loud leonine 
shout. 


9. Thereupon O king, once more a 
terrible encounter took place between the 
armies of the Kurus and the Pandavas, re- 
sembling the dashing of two oceans at full 
tide, 


to. The Kouravas were rallied and in- 
eited with revenge by Drona's son, the 
Pandavas and Panchalas were also ex- 
cited to fury by having slain the Preceptor 
Drona. 


tt. The violence of the collision was 
indeed very great,—collision that then tool 
place on the field of batile between those 
warriors all of whom were filled with joy and 
Tage and inspired with hopes of victory. 

12. The collision between the Kurus 
and the Pandavas was like that between 
a mountain against a mountain or an ecean 
against an ocean. 


13. Then the Kuru and the Pandava 
troops filled with delight struck up ten 
thousand Bheris and blew a thousand 
conches. 


14. Like the deep roar of the ocean 
when it was churned, a tremendous din was 
then heard in those troops, 


15. Thereafter Dron’s son invoked 
existence the Narayana weapon and he 


aimed it at the armies of the Panchalas 
and the Pandavas. 


16. Then thousands of arrows with 
blazing tips appearcd in the welkin locking 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





into | 
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slones by | like snakes of fiery mouth, that continued 


to agitate the Pandavas. A 

17. Those arrows, O king, like the rays 
of the Sun, in that terrible battle, covered 
all the quarters of heaven, the sky and the 
Pandava soldiers. 

18. Then, O ruler of earth, countless 
iron balls appeared there like lustrous orbs 
in the cloudless firmament. 

19. Sataghnis of four or two wheels, and 
a large number of maces, and sharp-edged 
discs, effulyent like the sun also appeared 
there. 

20. Then beholding the firmament dense- 
ly covered by those weapons, O foremost 
of the Bharatas, the Pundavas, the Sanjayas 


and the Panchalas became exceedingly 
anxious, 
21. The weapon showed its exceeding 


strength in all those places, O ruler of 
men, where the great car-warriors of the 
Pandava hosts contended furiously. 


22. Slaughtered by the Narayana wea- 
pon, as if burnt down by a raging fire, the 
troops of the Pandavas were greatly dis- 
tressed in battle. 


23. O lord, as fre consumes a heap of 
dry grass in summer, even so did that 
weapon begin to consume the army of the 
Pandavas. 


24. The very virtuous king Yudhisthira 
was filled with fear, ashis army became 
reduced in number and that weapon swel- 
ted in its fury. 


25. Then behotding the army broken 
and deprived of its senses, and seeing the 
indifference of Partha, the very virtuous 
king Yudhisthira thus skope :— 


26. “Fly, O you Dhristadyumna, taking 
with you all the Panchala divisions ; you 


also, Satyaki, go away with all Vrishnis and 
the Andhakas, 


27. The high-souled son of Vasudeva 
will look after his own safety. Indeed he 
1S competent to protect all the worlds ; what 


to speak of his own self ; it is useless to give 
him advise, 


_ 28. Ye soldiers, 
desist from 
brothers, 
fire. 


29, In this war so dreadful to the timid, 
having crossed the ocean represented by 
Bhima and Drona, F shall now sink in the 
water contained in the vestige of a calf-foot 
represen ted by.the son of Drona. 


30. Let king Duryodhana. to-day attain 
the fruition of his desires for I have slain 


I command you to 
the battle. I with my uterine 
am going to enter into a burning 


——— 
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the preceptor who used to treat us so 
mercifully and like a friend. 


31. Indeed this preceptor with the help 
of other cruel warriors, slew and did not 
spare the son of Subhadra of tender years, 
wno was unacquainted with the modes of 
warfare, 


32. This preceptor wits his son re- 
mained indifferent, when Krishna, dragged 
into the open court and about to be made 
a slave, asked him to speak the truth in 
answer to her questions. 


33- This preceptor gave an impene- 
trable armour to Duryodhana, when all 
other warriors were worn out with fatigue, 
in order that the latter may slay Phalguna 
and effect the protection of Jayadratha, 


34. Indeed this preceptor with his 
Brahma weapon exterminated that whole 
Panchala division under Satyajit, who had 
been exerting to bestow victory on me. 


35. Indeed this preceptor did not with- 
hold his permission though solicited to do 
so by our friends, when despoiled of our 
kingdom we were on the point of being 
exiled into the woods, 


36. Alas, such a well-wishing friend of 
ours who did us many good turns has 
been slain by us. For his sake Ì shall with 
all my relatives enbrace death.” 


37.. When the son of Kunti was thus 
speaking, the scion of the Dasarha race, 
Krishna, forbidding the troops with the 
waive of his hand from flying away, said 
these words :— 


38. “Quickly throw aside your weapons 
and come down from your vehicles ; even 
this is the means ordained by the high- 
souled Narayana, for baffling this weapon. 


39. All of you quickly alight from the ele- 


phants, horses, and chariots in the ground, | 


‘Thus when you stand in earth laying aside 
your arms this weapon will not slay you. 


40. Wherever you shall contend in 
battle for checking the force of this weapon, 
in all those places the Kouravas will be- 
come more powerful than yourselves. 


41. Those men, on the other hand, who 
will throw down their weapons and alight 
from their vehicles, will not be slain by 
this weapon. 


42. Those who will even think of con- 
tending against this weapon will be slain 
by it, even if he takes shelter within the 
bowels of the earth.” 


43. Hearing those words of Vasudeva, 
O Bharata, all the Pandava warriors laid 
their weapons aside and discarded all 
thoughts of battle from their mind. 
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44. But Bhimasena the son cf Pandu, 
beholding the Pandavas about to bandon 
their weapons had thus spoken, O king, 
aladdening the hearts of all. 


45. None should throw his weapons 
aside. I shall check the weapon of Drona’s 
son with my swift-Aying arrows. 

46. Or armed with this heavy mace 
adorned with gold i shall career on the 
field of battle like Death himseli, quelling 
the weapons of Drona’s son, 


47. Just as no luminary is equal to the 
Sun in effulgence, so there is no man equal 
to me in prowess and strength. 


48. Look atmy strong arms like the 
trunks of the foremost of elephants. They 
are capable of pulling down the crests of 


| the Himavat mountain, 


49. Among men, I am the only person 
possessed of the strength of ten thousand 
elephants. Like Sakra among the gods 
in heaven, | am known to be matchless 
on earth, 


5o. To-day you skall behold the 
Strength of my arms and my expanded 
chest, when | shall exert in resisting the 
effulgent and burning weapon of Drona’s 
son. 

St. If there is none wio can venture 
to contend against the Narayana weapon, 
let then the Kurus and the Pandavas be- 
hold how [ shall quell that weapon. 


2. O Arjuna, O Arjuna, O Vibhatsu, 
it befits you not to lay aside your Gandiva- 
bow; then from yourself the halo of glory 
will be gone, like that of the moon leaving 
it.” 

Arjuna said :— 

53- O Bhima, my great vow is that I 
shall not use the .Gandiva-bow against 
Brahmanas the kine and the Narayana 
weapon, and against these I shall lay it 
aside. 


Sanjaya said :— 

54. Thus spoken to, Bhima, that sub- 
duer of foes, rushed against Drona’s son 
on a chariot whose clatter resembled the 
roll of thunder and whose effulgence out- 
vied that of the Sun. 


55. Endued with great activity and 
prowess, the son of Kunti possessed as he 
was of extreme lightness of hands, suc- 
ceeded in covering Drona’s son with a 
net-work of arrows, within the twinkling 
of the eye. 


56. Thereupon Drona’s son smilingly 
eyeing the rushing Bhima, challenged him 
and then covered him with arrows of keen 
points and inspired with Mantras, ; 


`~ 
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§7. Then Pritha’s son shrouded with 
those shafts, of blazing points like the 
mouths of snakes, capable of penetrating 
to the very vitals, luoked as if covered 
with sp7rks of gold. 

58. Then © king, the appearance of 
Bhimasena became like that of a mountain 
surrounded by the fire-fAlies at the close of 
days 

59 That weapon of Drona’s son direct- 
ed against Bhimasena, swelled in fury 
like a conflagration assisted by the wind. 


60. Beholding that weapon of great 
energy increasing in its fury, the troops 
of the Pandavas were filled with fear with 
the exception of Bhima. 


61. Thereupon laying aside their celes- 
tial weapons on the ground they alighted 
on al! sides from their cars and their 
horses. 


62. Thus when they had thrown their 
weapons down and when they had alighted 
from their vehicles and horses, that weapon 
of immense energy flewtowards the head of 
Bhima. ` 


63. All creatures cried Oh and Alas 
and specially the Pandavas did so, at the 
sight of Bhimasena wrapt in the elfulgence 
of that weapon. 


Thus ends the two hundredth chapter, 
the laying aside of wetpons by the Panda- 
va troops in the Nuarayanastra Mokshana 
of the Drona Parva, 


CHAPTER CCI. 


(NARAYANASTRA-MOKSHANA 
PARVA)—Continued, 


Sanjaya said :-— 

Ł Beholding Bhimasena 
Shrouded by that weapon, 
quenching the fire 
Varuna weapon, 


2. fhe lightness with which 
the weapon, and also the fiery 
‘Narayana weapon, rendered it impossible 
‘for any body to perceive that Bhima was 
also protected by the Varuna weapon. 


3. His steeds, charioteers and horses 
covered by the effulgence of the Weapon 
of Drona’s son, Bhima then was incapable 
of being looked at like a blazzing fire within 
another blazing fire. 


4. Just as at thecloseof night, all the 
luminaries fly towards the western hills, so 
also the shafts of IDrona’s son flew towards 
the car of Bhima. 


completely 
Dhananjaya for 
produced by it shot the 


Arjuna shot 
energy of the 
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5. Then thus shrouded with shafts by 
Drena's son, Bhima, his horses and chaa 
rioteer, O sire, looked as if wrapt in the 
flames of a blazing fire. 

6. Justasat the hour of the universal 
annihilation the All-destroying Fire 
having burnt down the mobile and immobile 
creation proceeds to enter the mouth of the 
Creator, so also that weapon proceeded to 
enter the body of Bhima. 


7. Just asthe fire penetrating into the 
Sun or the Sun penetrating into the fire, can 
not be perceived by any body so alse that 
weapon entering into Bhima's body could 
not be perceived. 


8. Beholding then that weapon swelling 
in fury near Bhima’s chariot, and also 
Drona's son career unopposed on the field 
of battle, 


9. And seeing that all the warriors of the 
Pandava army had laid their weapons aside, 
and that all the mighty car-warriors head- 
ed by Yudhisthira had turned their faces 
away [rom the field, f 


10. Those two brave heroes of great 
effulgence viz, Arjuna and Vasudeva, then 
jumping down from their chariot, ran to- 
wards Bhima. 


11. Those two puissant persons then 
plunging into the energy born of the might 
of Aswatl aman’s weapon, betook to their 
power of illusion. 


12. The fire of that weapon failed to 
burn them down in consequence of their 
having laid aside their weapons, as also in 
consequence of their great personal prowess 
and the energy of the Varuna weapon, 


13. Then Nara and Narayana began 
forcibly to take off all weapons from Bhima 
and to drag him out of the fire of that 
weapon. 


14. Thus dragged the puissant son of 
Kunti (Bhima) began to roar aloud, where- 
upon the invinsible weapon of Drona’s 
son also swelled in its fury. 


_ 15. _ Phen the son of Vasudeva, address- 
ing him (Bhima) said :—"O delighter of 
ear mliar do you mean? Why don’t 
you desist from fighting though ri al} 
forbidden to do ae 9 See ESY 


16. Had it been possible now to vanquish 
the Kouravas in battle, then we as well as 


all these forrmost of men would have fought 
against them, 


17. All your troops have alighted from 
their chariots, so you also, O son of 


Kunti, quickly come down from your cha- 
riot, 


18. Having thus spoken, Krishna drag- 
ged him down on the _earth,—-him who was 
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breathing like a snake with eyes copper 
with rage. , pesg 

19. When he was thus dragged down 
from the caf, when he was thus compelled to 
lay his weapons aside, the Narayana 
weapon, capable of burning down the foe, 
became pacified. 


Sanjaya said :— 

20. When the unbearable energy of that 
weapon was pacified by this means, all the 
quarters, subsidiary and cardinal, became 
clear. 


21. Auspicious winds began to blow and 
animals and birds became quiet. The 
steeds and elephants as well as the warriors 
themselves became cheerful, O ruler of 
men. 


22. O Bharata, when that dreadful 
energy was thus stilled, the intelligent 
Bhima shone like the Sun at the close of 
night. 

23. Then the remnant of the Pandava 
troops, beholding the subsidence of the 
energy of that weapon, again stood ready 
in order to slay your sons. 


24. When the Pandava army was rallied 
and rearranged and when the Narayana 
weapon was thus counteracted, your son 
Duryodhana, O king, addressing Drona’s 
son said these words :— 


25. “O Aswathaman, once more dis- 
charge that weapon quickly, for the Pan- 
chalas, desirous of victory, have again 
rallied.” 

26. Thus spoken to by your son, Aswa- 
thaman, O sire, depressed and sighing 
heavily, replied to the king saying :— 

27. “That weapon never comes back, 
neither, O king, can it be used twice. If 
invoked back it will slay the person invok- 
ing it. 

28. The son of Vasudeva has counteract- 
ed the weapon by what means you have 
seen. For this, O ruler of men, the exter- 
mination of the foe has net been accomplish 
ed in battle. 

29. The worst in battle is either defeat 
or death. Death is better than defeat. The 
enemy compelled to lay aside their weapons 
are vanquished and more than dead.” 


Duryodhana said :— 


30. O son of iny preceptor, O you fore- 
most of those versed in the science of 
weapons, if this weapon cannot be used 
twice, then slay those slayers of their pre- 


‘ceptor with other mighty weapons. 


ar. Like’ the three-eyed Mahadeva of 
nfinite energy, you possess all the celestial 





weapons ; even the enraged Indra cannot 
escape you alive if you wish it not. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


32. When Drona had been slain with 
underhand measures and when that weapon 
of his son had been baffled, what did Aswa- 
thaman, urged on by Duryodhana, do? 


33. Beholding the Parthas, rally for the 
fight and freed from the influence of the 
Narayana weapon and career at the head 
of their divisions, 


Sanjaya said :— 

34. Remembering the unfair slaughter 
of his sire, Drona’s son, having the lion’s 
tail as a device on his banner, casting off 
all fear, and filled with fury rushed upon 
the son of Prisata. 


35. Thus assailing him, that foremost f 
men, at first pierced his enemy with twenty 
small arrows and then again with five 
others, with great force. 


36. Thereupon, O king, Dhristadyumna 
pierced Drona’s son looking like a blazing 
fire, with four and sixty winged arrows. 


37. He pierced the latter’s charioteer 
with twenty shafts furnished with golden 
wings and whetted on stone and the four 
horses with four very sharp arrows, 


38. Repeatedly piercing the son of 
Drona, and making the earth tremble with 
his roars, Dhristadyumna appeared to be 
engaged in taking away the lives of every 
body on the face of earth in that dreadful 
battle. 

39. O king, the son of Prisata was 
endued with prowess, and accomplished in 
weapons and of resolute purposes. He 
rushed upon the son of Drona making de ith 
to be the final goal. 


40. Then that foremost of car-watriors, 
that prince of the Panchalas, of unimeasur- 
able depth of soul, poured a veritable 
shower of arrows on the head of Drona’s 
son. 


41. Thereupon Drona's son covered that 
enraged hero with innumerable winged 
shafts, and remembering the slaughter of 
his sire, pierced him with ten shafts. 


42. Cutting down the bow and the 
standard of the Panchala prince with two 
well-directed razor-headed arrows, the son 
of Drona began to afflict the former with 
numerous otlier shafts. 


43. Drona’s son deprived his opponent 
of his horses, chariot and driver; and he, 
worked up with rage, covered the latter's 
followers with myriads of arrows, 
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44. ‘Therevpon, O ruler of men, the 
troops of the Panchalas broke and fled 


reflected fear, and 


away ; their appeirance 
ai mangled 


they were greatly distressed and 
with shaft-cuts. 

45. Then beholling the troops turning 
back and Dhristadyumna greatly afflict 
ed, the grandson of Sini, directed his 
chariot to be driven in haste towards that 
of Drona's son. 

46. With eight sharp arrows he afflicted 
Aswathaman ; then once more he pierced 


his revengelul adversary with another 
twenty shalts of diverse shape. 
47. lle pierced his opponent’s driver 


and the four horses with four arrows; and 
then like one endued with great lightness 
of band, he cut off his bow and standard 
with well-armed shafts, 


48. lle consumed the horses of his anta- 
gonist and shattered his car of golden 
effulgence ; then he pierced the latter on the 
eentre of his breast with twenty shafts. 


49. Thus aflficted and enshrouded in a 
net-werk of arrows, the puissant Aswatha- 
man, O king, knew not what to do. 


50. \Vhen the preceptor’s son was in- 
volved in such a perilous position, your son, 
that mighty car-warrior, supported by 
Kripa, Karna, and others, began to cover 
that scion of the Satwata race with numer- 
Gus arrows. 


51. Then Duryodhana with twenty’ 
-Saradwata’s son Kripa with three, Krita- 
varman with ten, Karna with fifty, 


52. Dussasana with’hundred and Vrisha- 
sena with seven sharp arrows pierced 
Satyaki quickly and from all sides. 

53. Thereupon, © king, the puissant 
Satyaki deprived all those mighty car- 
warriors of their cars, and compelicd them 
to turn away from the field of battle, within 
a moment's time. 


54. Meanwhile Aswathaman haying re- 
gained his-senses, began, O foremost of 
the Bharatas, to reflect, distressed with grief 
and sighing repeatedly. 

55. Vhereafter that affficter of foes, 
namely, Drena's son, riding on another car 
proses to oppose Satyaki, and shot 
1undreds of arrows. 


56. Then beholding that son of Bhara- 
dwaja's son once more advance against him 
in battle, the mighty car-warrior Satyaki 
once more compelled him to turn away and 
deprived him of his car, 


57- Vhereat the Pandavas beholding the 
prowess of Latyaki, O king, loudly blew 
tbeir conchce, and uttered deafening war- 
reies. 
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58. Then Satyaki of infallible prowess, 
thos rendering Drona’s son catless, slew 
the three thousand mighty car-warriors en- 
gaged in supporting Vrishasena, 


sg. He also slew ten thousand tusked 


elephants that accompanied Kripa, as also 
fifty thousand horses that constituted 
Sakuni’s division. 


6o. Then once more, O king, the valo- 
rous son of Drona, mounting on a fresh 
car and excited to the highest pitch of fury 
assailed Satyaki lor slaughtering him, 

61. But the grandson of Sini that sub- 
duer of foes secing him once more proceed 
against him, ruthlessly pierced him with 
numerous sharp arrows. 


62. But this time, though thus deeply 
pierced by Yuyudhana with arrows of 
diverse descriptions, that mighty bowman, 
that son of Drona, worked up with rage, 
addressing his foes, smilingly said these 
words :— 


63. “O grandson of Sini, I know the 


| partiality you bear for that murderer of his 


preceptor (viz. Dhristadyumna), but yow 
shall not succeed in saving him and your 
ownself when assailed by me. 


64. By my truth and by my ascetic aus- 
teriies, I sweir before you, that I shal? 
enjoy no rest without slaying the whole 
Panchala race. 


65. You may unite together the troops 
of the Pandavas as well as those of the 
Vrishnis, yet | will exterminate the Somakas 
inspite of all their endeavours,” 


66. Having thus spoken, Drona’s son 
hurled at that scion of the Satwata race an 
excellent arrow of the effulgence of the solar 
rays, like Hari (Indra) hurling the thunder- 
bolt against Vrium. 


67. Thatarrow husted by him, penetrat- 


| ing through the armour and the body of 


Satyaki, entered the earth Jike a hissing 
scrpent entering its hole. 

68. ‘Then like an elephant afflicted with 
the goad-siroke, with his armour pierced 
through and shedding copious blood from 


the wound, that hero Satyaki left his bow 
and arrows. 


69. And steeped in blood and loosing 
‘trength he squatted down on the terrace of 
his car. His driver then quickly drove 
him away from the vicinity of Drona’s son. 

70. Then that afllicter of his forces 
namely the son of Drona, pierced Dhrista- 
dyumna between his brows with, another 


shaft of depressed knots furnished with 
beautiful wings, 


71. The Panehala prince had ere this 
been much wounded, and now. deeply 
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Ihierced, he lost all his strength and canght 
pəld of his flay-stafl for supporting him. 

72. Then fierce heroic warriors of the 
Pandava army rushed g iickly to the rescue 
of Dhristadyumna, who ti ssembled an 
¢lephant assailed and afflicted by an en- 
raved lion. 








73. Those warriors were the em 
decked Arjuna, Bhimasena, Veihat Kshaua 
of Paru’s race, the youthful Prince of the 
Chedis and Sudarsana the ruler of the 
Malavas. 

74. Then all these brave warriors er 
O41 and Alas and grasping their bows 
arrows surcounded Derona’s brave son oP 
all sides. 





75. Advincing twenty paces, each of 
ges: Witriors sot with great care, 
arrows at the revengeful son of Drona. 


76. But Drona's son, almost at the sam Re 
time cut off those twenty-five arro 
at him with twenty-five sharp arrows of hi 
own, resembling snakes of virulent poison. 








77. Then Drona's son afflicted the 


scion of the Puru race with seven sharp | 


arrows, the Malava king wich three, Partha 
with one aud Vrisodara with six. 


78. Thereupon, Q king, all those mighty į 


car-warriots, simultaneously and separately 
began to pterce the son of Drona with gold- 
winged arrows whetted on stone. 

79. The youthful prince of the Chedis 
Pierced Drona’s son with twenty winged 
shafts, Partha with eight and all the rest 
with three arrows each. 

80. Thereupon the son of Drona pierced 


Arjuna with six, and Vasudeva’s son with | 


ten and Bhima with five, and the youthful 
Chedi prince with four and the ruler of the 
Purus and the Malavas with a couple of 
shafts. 

St, Piercing Bhima's charioteer with stx 
and cutting off his bow and standard with 
two other arrows, and once more piercing 
Partha with a shower of arrows, the son of 
Drona uttered a dreadful war-cry. 


* 82. Then as Drona’s son shot his well- 
tempered, well-sharpened arrows, the earth, 
the welkin, the firmament, the cardinal and 
subsidiary quarters, all in his front and rear 
became covered with arrows of dreadful 
look. 


83. Possessed of fierce energy and 
matching [ndra himself in prowess, Aswa- 
thaman with three arrows, almost at the 
same time cut off the two arms, like Indra's 
poles, and the head of Sudarsana, as the 
latter was seated on his car. 


84. Then -piercing Paurava with a lance 
and cutting off his charict into smaller 





fragments, by means of his shafts, Aswa- 
thaman severed the two san lal-smmeared 
arms of his opponent; and then with a 
valla he severed his head from his trunk. 





: Endued with aviluy, he then pierced 
with numerous arrows resembling blazing 
limes of fire in energy, the young and 
the puissant prince of the Chedis of com- 
Pexion like that of a blue lotus, and then 
despatched him to Death's domain, to- 
gether with lus steeds and driver. 





86. ‘Then beholding the king of the 
Malavas, the Pourava prince and the youth- 
ful ruler of the Chedis slain under his very 
eyes by the son of Drona, Pandu's son, 

87. Bhimasena of mighty arms became 
filled with terrible rage ; then with hundeeds 
of sharp arrows, louking like enraged 

| snakes, 

1 $3. That scorcher of foes covered 

| the son of Drona. Then the highly power- 
ful son of Drona bailing that shower of 
arrows, 


89. Wrathfully pierced Bhima with sharp 
arrows. Then the mighty armed Bhima, 
possessed of great might in battle, 


go. Cutting off the bow of Drona’s son 
with a razor-lheaded arrow, pierced him 
with a wirged shaft. Thereupon the high- 
souled son of Drona, throwing off that 
severed bow, 


gt. “Fook up another and pierced Bhima 
with winged shafts. ‘Then Drona’s son 
; and Bhima, beth valorous and possessed of 
might, in that battle, 


92. Showered upon each other their 
arrowy showers like two clouds discharged 
| with rain, Shafts, equipped with golden 
wing and bearing the name of Biima, and 
whetted on stone, 


93— 94. Covered Drona,s son like masses 
of clouds covering the Sun, Similarly 
Bhima also was quickly covered over with 
hundreds and thousands of arrows of 
depressed knots, shot by Irona’s son. Cov- 
| ered in battle by Drona‘s son accomplished 
| in battle, 


95—96. O Mighty monarch, Bhima was 
not at all pained; and that looked indeed 
wonderful. Then the mighty-armed Bhima 
discharged ten gold-decked arrows of great 
keenness resembling the darts of Death 
himself, at his adversary. ‘Those shafts, 
O sire, falling upon the shoulder of 
Drona's son, 


97. Quickly pierced her body like 
snakes entering into an ant-hill, Thus 
deeply pierced by the lastrious 59n of 
Panudu, Drona's son, 


| 
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gS. Caught for support his flag-staff 
and shut his two eyes (m pain). But ina 
moment regaining bis consciousness that 


son of Drona, O king, 


99. Became excited to the highest pitch 
of anger, steeped as he was with profuse 
blood. \Wounded deeply and firmly 
the high-souled son of Pandu, 

100—101. That mighty armed hero rushed 
furiously upon the chariot of Bhimasena. 
Then, O Bharata, he sped a group of hun- 
dred arrows, all endued with fierce energy, 
shot from a string drawn back to the car 


and resembling snakes of virulent poison. | 
Ever boastful in battle, and in utter dis- | 


regard of the prowess of his adversary 
Bhima, 


102. That son of Pandu, soon discharg- 
ed dreadful arrowy showers in Drona’s son. 
‘Thereupon, O mighty monarch, cutting off 
with sharp arrows tho bow of his foe, 
Drona’'s son, 


103. Wrathfully struck Pandu’s san on 
the breast with extremely keen darts. 
‘Thereat filled with a eager desire for 
revenge Bkimasena took up another bow, 


104. And with fine sharp arrows pierced 
Drena’s son in battle. Like two clouds at 
the expiration of summer, those two war- 
tiors, pouring showers of arrows, 


105—106. And looking at each other with 
eyes coppery in rage soon covered each 
other, Thus covering each other and both 
filled with rage they fought on with each 
other producing sounds with their palms 
and desirous of counteracting each other's 
feats. Then stretching his mighty bow 
decked with gold, 


107. Drona’s son cast burning glances 
on Bhima who was shooting arrows at him 
from his vicinity. Aswathama then appear- 
ed like the Sun shining in the meridian in 
a day of Autumn. 


108. Soquickly did he then shoot his 
arrows that people could not mark when he 
took them out of his quiver, placed them on 
his bow-string, drew the string back and 
let them off. 


109. Thenas he shot those shafts, O 
mighty monarch, the bow of Drona’s son 
looked like a circle of fire. 


11o, Arrows shot from his bow then, in 
hundreds and thousands, were seen to 
range through the welkin, like flights of 
locusts. 


rrr. Those arrows discharged from the 
bow of Drona’s son and decked with gold 
and dreadful, fell incessantly upon Bhima’s 
car. 


r12. We then beheld 


the wonderful 


by | 





i bow of Bhima, 
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prowess, energy, might, perseverance and 
strength of Pandu's son Bhima, O Bharat, 


t13. Inasmuch as considering that 
dreadful showers of arrows, thick as a 
dense mass of gathering clouds falling 
round him, to be nothing more than a 
shower of rain at the close of summer, 


114. Bhima of terrible prowess, desirous 

of slaughtermy the son of Drona, in return 
poured his arrowy showers upon his foc, 
like a cloud in the season of rains. 
Then the mighty and formidable 
of golden staff stretched 
continuously in that battle appeared beauti- 
ful like another bow of Indra (rainbow). 


116. Issuing out of it, hundreds and 
thousands of shafts covered, in that battle, 
that ornament of battle namely Drona’s 
son. 


117. The arrowy showers discharged by 
them were so thick that the very wind, O 
sire,could not find space for blowing through 
them, O king. 


118. Thereafter Drona’s son, O king, 
shot at Bhima, desirous of slaying him, 
arrows of keen points, washed with oil. 

119. Then exhibiting his superiority 
over his adversary Bhimasena cut each of 
those shafts into three fragments, before 
they could reach him. And the latter then 
said ‘Wait, Wait’ À 

120. Once more the mighty son of Pan- 
du, excited with rage, and desirous of slay- 


115. 


| ing the son of Drona, discharged upon him 


a formidable shower of arrows. 


121. Thereupon, Drona'’s son, acquainted 
with the use of the most excellent weapons, 
soon destroying that arrowy shower by the 
illusive force of his own weapons, cut off 
Bhima's bow in that battle. 


122-126. Inflamed with fury he then pierced 
Bhima himself with numerous shafts. Then 
the highly puissant Bhima, when his bow 
was cut off, having whirled with impetuosity 
a lance hurled it at Aswathaman’s car. But 
the son of Drona, displaying his great light- 
ness of hands, cut off by means of his keen- 
arrows that lance as it flew towards himself, 
burning like a flame-beam. Meanwhile the 
formidable Bhima taking up a very strong 
bow smilingly began to wound the son of 
Drona with innumerable arrows. ‘Thien 
the son of Drona, O king, pierced the for- 
head of Bhima’s driver with a straight-flying 
arrow. The latter then thus deeply pierced 
by the mighty son of Drona, 


127—128. Was overwhelmed with a 
swoon, and the reins of the horses fell off 
from his hands, Then when the charioteert 
of Bhima was everwhelmed with a. swoon. 
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the horses, O king, no longer restrained, 
fled away in great speed in the presence of 
all bowmen. Then seeing Bhima borne 
away from the field by those steeds, 


129. The victorious Aswathaman cheer- 
fully blew his large conch.  Beholding 
Bhimasena carried away from the field, the 
Panchalas, 


130—131. Filled with fear, abandoned 
the car of Dhristadyumna and fled in all 
directions. “hen Drona’s son discharging 
his arrows with great fury, pursued those 
routed troops spreading a terrible carnage 
in their ranks. Thus carnaged by the son 
of Drona those Kshatriyas fled away in 
all directions from fear of that illustrious 
warrior. 

Thus ends the two hundred and first 
chapter, the display of Aswathaman's pro- 
wess in the Nurayanstvamokshana of the 
Drona Parva. 





CHAPTERCCII. 


CNARAYANASTRA-MOKSHANA 
PARV A)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said.— 

I. Beholding the troops broken and 
routed Kunti’s son Dhananjaya of illustri- 
ous soul, rallied them from a desire of slay- 
ing the son of Drona. 


2. Rallied with effort by Arjuna and 
Govinda, O king, the troops stayed on the 
field of battle. : 


3. Then Vibhatsu, supported by the 
Somakas, Matsyas, Andhas, and Pouravas 
returned to the charge. 


4. Then the fierce bowman Savyasachin, 
rushing quickly upon Aswathaman having 
the lion's tail as the device on his banner, 
spoke these words to the latter. 


5- “All your might, your energy, your 
knowledge, your manliness, your partiality 
for the sons of Dhritarashtra, your hostility 
against us, 

6. And all your fiercest prowess do you 
now display to me. Even that son of Prisata 
who has slain Drona, your sire, will also 
humiliaté your pride. 

7. Encounter now the prince of the Pan- 
chalas, who is like the fire at the universal 
destruction or like the Destroyer of his 
foes, as also me accompanied by Kesava. 
To-day in battle I shall humiliate the pride 
of your haughty self. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


8. The san of the preceptor is, O San- 
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jaya, worthy of honour, and possessed of 
prowess ; he loves Dhananjaya and enjoys 
the love of that high-souled warrior. 


9. Ere this Vibhatsu had never address 
ed such words to him; why then did the son 
of Kunti address his friend in that harsh 
language. 


Sanjaya said :— 

10. Upon the slaughtering of the youth- 
ful Chedi prince, of Vrihatkshatra of Puru’s 
race and O king, of Sudarsana the chief of 
the Malavas, who was accomplished in the 
use of all weapons and conversant with the 
rules of military science. 


11. Upon the defeat of Dhristadyumna, 
Satyaki and Bhima, and.cut to the quick 
by those words of king Yudhisthira, 


12. And agitated at heart and remem» 
bering all his former woes, O lord, Vibhat- 
su was possessed4by an anger engendered 
by grief, the like of whieh had never poss- 
essed him before. 


13. For this reason it was that like a 
mean fellow, he then addressed Aswatha- 
man, the son of his preceptor, and worthy 
of his respect in sucha vile, cruel, disagree- 
able and undeserving language. 


14. Thus wrathfully addressed, O king, 
by Partha in that indecent and harsh lan~ 
guage, that foremost of all best bowmen, 


15. Namely the son of Drona, became 
extremely angry with Dhananjaya and 
Specially with Krishna. Then that highly 
puissant hero, staying carefully on his car 
,uiced his mouth with water, 


16. And then invoked irto existence this 
Agneya weapon incapable of being resist- 
ed even by the gods. Aiming that weapon 
at his vo ble and hidden foes the precep- 
tor’s son” 

17. That slayer cf hostile heros, filled 
with extreme rage, let go with due Mantras 
that shaft that looked resplende Z like fire 
without a curl of smoke. 


18. Then from the welkin a thick shower 
of arrows began to fall, and wrapt up in 
fiery flames those arrows then surrounded 
Pritha’s son on all sides. 


19. Meteors dropped down from the 
concave dome, and the points ofthe com-. 
pass did not any longer shine ; and sudden- 
y a dreadful gloom enveloped the army in 
ts sober folds. 


20. The Rakshasas and the Pisachis, 
joining together began to utter fierced 
yells; inauspicious winds began to blow 
and the Sun ceased to shine anl give 
heat. 
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at. Ravens fiercely croaked on all 
sides; on the sky clouds emitted roars of 
thunder and showered torrents of blood. 


24, Birds, beasts, kime, sages of illus- 
trious vows and tranquil soul, could not 
then find any peace. 

23. .The very elements became pertur- 
bed, and the Sun appeared to evolve in 
an opposite course. The triune world seem- 
ed as if afflicted in consequence of being 
under the influence of a corroding fever. 


a4. Afflicted with the energy of that 
weapon,elephants and other creatures of the 
land fled with precipitation, breathing heavi- 
ly and desirous of saving themselves from 
that fierce energy. 

25. ! 
the acquatic creatures, scorched with the 
feat, O Bharata, could not find any ease. 


26. Showers of shafts, swilt-ilying as 
Garuda or the wind itself, fell from all 
points of the compass, cardinal and subsi- 
diary from the wellin and out of the earth. 


27. Wounded with those arrows of 

yrona’s son, arrows endued with the energy 
of the thunder, his foes, scorched and con- 
sumed began to fall down like trees con- 
sumed by fire. 


28. Dreadfully schorched mighty ele- 


The watery expouses being heated, | 








| 


phants fell on the ground uttering terrible | 


roars resembling the rumble of clouds. 


29. Other kuge elephants scorched with 
the burning heat fled and careered in fear 
“jn the battle-field as if in a forest set on 

fire. 


_g0. O Sire, divisions of steeds, and 
frosts of cars were seen there burnt like the 
tops of trees during a forest conflagration. 


31. Thousands and thousands of car 
divisions then fell on that field; and O 
Bharata, the illustrious God of fire then con- 
samed’ that army of the Pandavas, 


32. Like the Samvartaka fire consuming 
all creatures at the end of a Yuga. Behold- 
ing the Pandava troops consumed in that 
ternble battle, 


33. Your warriors became filled with joy 
and they uttered loud and defiant war-cries. 
Then O Bharata, thousands of drums of 
various sorts, 


34. Were quickly struck up by your 
troops when victory then appeared sure. 
“The complete host of the Pandavas and 
Sabyasachin himself, O king, 


35—36. Could not be seen in that dreadful 
battle in consequence of the darkness that 
then enveloped the world ; O king,we neither 
heard of, nor beheld the like of tliat weapon 
that the revengeful son of Drona then in- 
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volted into existence. Thereupon,O mighty 
monarch, Arjuna invoked into existence 
the Brahma weapon, 

37. ‘That had been created by lotus- 
born Brahma for baffling all weapons. 
Then in a moment only that darkness was 
dispelled. 

38, Cold breeze began to blow, and the 
points of the compass became clear and 
bright. We then beheld a wonderful sight, 
namely, a Askshouhini of the Pandavas 
laid low. 

39. Their forms could not be distin- 
guished, so horribly were they scorched by 
the energy of Aswathaman's weapon. Then 
the two heroic bowmen, Kesava and Arjuna, 
freed from that darkness, 


yo. Appeared like the two dispellers of 
darkness, the Sun and the Moon, rising in 
conjunction, The wiclder of the Gandiva 
and Kesava were not at all wounded or 
injured. 

4t. Freed from that fire with their car, 
their banners and flags, and steeds, and 


i excellent weapons, they then shone resplen- 


dent inspiring terrors at the heart of your 
troops. 


42. Then from among the Pandava 
troups filled with delight, various confused 
sounds of life mingled with the sounds of 
drums and the blast of conchs. 


43. Both the armies had thought Kesava 
and Arjuna to be destroyed. Beholding 
Kesava and Arjuna (freed from that fire 
of the weapon and that darkness) and 
seeing them quickly reappear, 


44. Both uninjured and cheerful and 
biuwing their excellent conchs, the Pandava 
troops were filled with delight whilst those 
of yours were greaily pained. 


45. Then Drona’s son also beholding 
those illustrious warriors freed and un- 
injured, became cheerless and O sire, for 


a moment only be thought. ‘What is 
this ?” 
46. Thus reflecting, O king, and over- 


whelmed with grief and anxious contem- 
plation, and sighing hot and heavily, he 
became cheerless in mind. 


47. ‘Then Drona’s son throwing aside 
his bow, and leaping down with agility 
from his car, fled from the field of battle— 
saying :—“ O Fic, O fie, every thing is un- 
true.” 


48. Then as he was flying, he came 
across the sinless Vyasa, that compiler of 
the Vedas, that receptacle of Saraswati, 
that habitation of the Vasas, who poss¢ss 
the hue of rain clouds 
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4g. O pepetuator of the Kuru race, then 
Drona’s son beholding him stand before 
him, saluted and then in a voice choked in 
grief addressed him thus like one greatly 
distressed :— 


50. O sire, O sire, is this an illusion or 
a caprice (on ths part of the weapon) ? 
I do not know what this may be? Why 
has this weapon been repulsed? What 
has been my fault in the method of its in- 
vocation ? 


st. Or is it something beyond the 
natural order of things or is it the defeat 
of the three worlds, inasmuch as the two 
Krishnas are still alive, Time indeed, is 
irresistible. 

52. Neither Asuras, nor Gandharvas, 
nor Pisachas, nor Rakshasas, nor Snakes, 
nor Jakshas, nor insects, nor men, 


53. Dare baffle this weapon invoked 
by me. ‘This weapon however has become 
pacified having slain only one Akshouhini 
of troops. 


54. I discharged this fierce weapon 
capable of slaying all things but why and 
how then did it not slay Kesava and 
Arjuna both possessed of attributes of the 
human kind. 


55. O you possessor of the six quali- 
ties the Bhagas, explain to me all this 
truly as I have questioned you on the 
matter. O great sage, l want to hear the 
truth about the subject. 


Vyasa said :— 

56. What you have asked me from 
curiosity is a matter of great significance. 
I shall speak to you everything. Hear me 
attentively. 


57. He thatis cailed Narayana is the | that origin of immortality. 


most ancient of the ancients; that crea- 
tor of the worlds took his birth as the son 
of Dharma for accomplishing a certain 
mission. 

58. On the Himalaya hills, he performed 
Severe austerities; possessed of great 
energy, and resembling the Sun or the fire, 
he stood there with his arms upraised. 


59. Endowed with eyes like lotus petals 
he reduced his bodily strength, by the ob- 
gervance of austerities for six and sixty 
housand years living all the while upon 
air only. 

6o. Again undergoing severe austerities 
of another kind for twice that period, he 
filled the space intervening between heaven 
and earth with his energy. 

61—62. When in virtue of those auster- 
ities, O son, he became equal to Brahma ; 

then obtamcd a sight of that Master, 
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Origin, and Protector, of the universe, the 
Lord of all the gods, the paramount Deity, 
who is highly difficult of being looked at; 
who is smaller than the smallest, and 
larger than the largest ; 


63. Who is denominated the Rudra, 
who is the Lord of all the superior ones, 
who is called Hara and Sambhu; who 
wears matted locks on his head; who 
imparts vital energy to all beings, who is 
the primordial cause of all the mobile and 
immobile things ; 


64. Who is incapable of being resisted 
and of dreadful aspect, who possesses fierce 
anger and magnanimous soul, who is the 
all-destroyer and of generous heart, who 
bears the celestial bow and a pair of 
quivers, who is covered in a golden coat of 
mail and whose energy is infinite, 


65. Who wiclds the Pinaka, who is 


| armed with the thunderbolt, the blazing 


trident, the battle axe, mace anda large 
sword. Whose eye-brows are fair, whose 
locks are matted, who wields the heavy 
bludgeon, who bears the moon on his fore- 
head, who is clad in tiger-skin, and who is 
armed with the heavy short club, 


66. Who is furnished with beautiful 
angadas, who has got snakes round his 
neck in the shape of the sacred thread, who 
is surrounded by various creatures and 
numerous ghosts of the universe, who is the 
One, who is the receptacle of ascetic rites, 
and who is greatly admired by persons of 
venerable 2gc, 

67. Who is water, heaven, — sky, 
earth, sun, moon, wind and fire, and who 
is the measure of the duration of the uni- 
verse. Beings of evil mode of lile can 
never obtain a sight of that unborn one, 
that slayer of ail contemners of Bralimanas, 


68—6). Only Brahmanas of pious 
mode of life, when purged of thcir sins 
and liberated from the influcnee of griefs 
obtain asivht of him, in their mind. 
Through the merits of his severe ascetic 
austerities Narayana beheld that undeteri- 
orating, that most venerable one, that Being 
having the universe lor his form. Behold- 
ing that best receptacle of all kinds of 
splendour, that divinity with a garland of 
Akshasas round his neck, Vasudeva with 
gratified soul became filled with delight, 
which he tried to. express by his words, 
heart and understanding, and bady. Then 
Nararayana worshipped that divine Lord, 
that primordial cause of the universe, 

zo. ‘Fhat giver of boons, that lord of 
HMustrious soul engaged in sporting with 
the b antifnl-limbed Parvati, and surround- 
diy hosts vf ghosts, 
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qi. That unborn one, and paramount 
ord, that unmanifest one, that essence of 
all causes and that undeteriorating one; 
then Narayayana of eyes like lotus 
petals, having saluted Rudra, that slayer of 
Andhaka, * reverentially began to praise 
that god of three-eyes. 


Narayana said :— 

72. O most adorable one, O first of all 
the gods, the creators (the Prayapatts) who 
are the protectors of the world, and who 
having entered the earth,—your first crea- 
tion—had, O lord, protected it before, have 
ing all sprung from you. 

ADhe celestials, the Asuras. the 
Nagas, the Rakshasas, the Pisachas, hu- 
man beings, birds, the Gandharvas, 
Vakshas, and all other creatures, with the 
whole of this universe, we know have all 
originated from you. 

74. Allacts done for gratifying Indra, 
Yama, Varuna, Kuvera. the Pitris, and 
Tashtri and the Moon, all are done to pro- 
pitiate you. Form and light, sound and the 
etherial space, wind and touch, taste and 
water, scent and earth, 


Time, Brahma, and the Vedas, 
and the Brahmanas, and all the mobile and 
immobile creatures have all sprung from 
you. Vapours rising up from expanses of 
water are turned into raindrops and which 
falling upon the earth, are separated from 
one another. When the hour of the uni- 
versal dissolution comes, those separated 
individual drops once more unite together 
and make. the earth one vast sheet of water. 


76. He who is conversant with the 
nature of things, thus observing the origin 
and destructiou of all things from you, 
comprehends your unity and oneness. ‘lwo 
birds (Iswara and Jiva), four Aswathas with 
their branches (the Vedas and the auxi- 
liaries), the seven guardians (the five ele- 
ments,and the heart and the understanding). 


97. And the ten others (the ten senses) 
that constitute the city, the body) have all 
been created by you; but you are separate 
from and independent of them all; the past, 
the present and the future, beyond the 
sway of any body, have all originated from 
you, as also the seven worlds, and this 
universe. 


78. Iam your most devoted worshipper, 
` be propitious on me; do not -injure me by 
* allowing evil thoughts to pierce into my 

heart.” You are the soul of souls beyond all 
comprehension; he who recognises you to 
-be .the seed of the universe, attain to 
Brahma. 


79. Out of a desire for paying hom 
o you, I am eulogising you, With r wens 





ascertain your real hature, O you that are 
beyond the comprehension of all gods, 
Worshipped by me, accord me the boons 
I desire to have, although they may be 
difficult of being acquired. Do not allow 
your illusion to shade you from me. 


Vyasa said :— 

80. Then that god of inconceivable soul, 
possessed of blue throat, and the wielder of 
the Pinaka bow, that divinity always eulo- 
gisel by the sages, accorded boons unto 
Vasudeva, who deserved then all. 


The auspicious Lord said :— 


81. O Narayana, through my grace, 
among human beings, among the celestials, 
and the Gandharvas, you shall be one 
whose soul and strength will be immeasur-. - 
able. 


82. The celestials, the Asuras and the 
mighty serpents, the Pisachas, the Gan- 
dharvas, men and Rakshasas, none among 
these will be able to withstand you (in 
battle). ` 


83. Neither Suparna, nor any Naga, 
nor any other creature born in the universe, 
nor even any of the gods shall be able to 
vanquish you in battle. 


84. By weapons, or thunder-belt, or fire, 
or wind, or with any object that is wet of 
dry, or with any mobile or immobile thing, 


_ 85. None will be able to cause you paiñ, 
in consequence of my grace. You will be 
superior in battle even to me, if perchance 
you ever fight with me.” 


Vyasa said :— 


86. Thus in days gone by were these 
boons earned by Sourin. Even that god 
now roves on the face of the Earth (as 
Vasudeva) confounding the world by his 
llusion. 


87. Trom the ascetic observances of the 
great Narayana, a mighty sage, called by 
the name of Nara was born. ‘This latter is 
equal to the god Narayan himself. Know 
that Nara to be Arjuna, 


88. These two sages, said to be older 
than the older gods, take their births in 


every Yuga for carrying on the easy rule of 
the universe. 


89. You endued in energy and wrath 
also, O you of generous heart, have sprung 
from a portion of Rudra, through the merits 
of all your pious deeds, and as a conse- 
quenee of high ascetic austerities, : 


90. Being embodied, your intelligent 
self considered the world to be pervaded byt 
Mahadeva; and then for Propitiating tha 
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` object in the wotld vis., Sthanu or 
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Bod you emaciated your body by the ob- 
servance of hard vows. 
gt. Creating a white image of that foré- 
.most of male beings, O Bestower of honor, 
you adored him with homage, offerings and 
reiterating prayers. 


g2. Thus adored by you, the god be- 
came gratified on you in your previous life; 
and he then accorded to you, O learned 
one, excellent boons that you cherished in 
your heart. 


93- Like those of Arjuna and Kesava, 
your acts, birth, austerities and Yoga have 
all been seperior; the god Mahadeva was 
adored by them as well as by you in every 
Yuga. 


94. This,O Kesava, is devoted to Rudra 
‘and has sprung from Rudra himself. He 
eyer adores Bhabha, recognising his Phallic 
-from to be the origin of all forms. 


, 95- In him are eternally present Atma 
Voga and the undeteriorating Sashtra Yoga. 
fhe celestials, the Sidhas, and the foremost 
sages all adore him, 


96. With a view to ghtain that highest 
aha- 
deva : He is the creator of all. ‘Ihe eternal 
‘Krishna ought to be adored in all sacrifices. 


97. - Knowing the Pliallic form of Siva to 
be the origin of all forms, the lord Kesava 
‘adores him. The god having the bull for 
his emblem entertains great respect for 
ikasava, 


- Sanjaya said :— 


98. Hearing those words of his, that 
mighty car-warrior vis. the son of Drona, 
saluted Rudra and conceived a great regard 
for Kesava. 


99. That one of controlled soul bowed 
also to that mighty sage (Krishna) and had 
-the downs of his body erect. Then look- 
ing at his own divisions he withdrew them 
from the field of battle. 


too. Thereupon, O ruler of men, the 
Pandava and the Kourava troops were both 
‘withdrawn, the latter highly defeated in 
Consequence of the overthrow of Drona. 


tor. Fighting only for five days and 
Spreading carnage among the Pandava 
troops, O king, that Brahmana Drona, con- 
versant with the contents of all the Vedas, 
attained to the posthumous region of the 
Brahmanas, : 


Thus ends the two hundred and second 


chapter, fhe words of Vyasa, in the 
Narayanastra Mokshana of the Drona 
arva, 
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CHAPTER CCIIL. 


(NARAYANSTRA-MOKSHANA 
PARVA)——Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. When that Ativatha, vis. Drona had 
been slain by tke son of Prisata, what, O 
Sanjaya, did my troops and those of the 
Pandavas do afterwards ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. When that Atiratha Drona had been 
slain by the son of Prisata, and when the 
Kourava ranks were broken and routed, 
Kunti’s son Dhananjaya, 


3. Beholding a wonderful sight indica- 
tive of his victory, questioned, O foremost of 
the Bharatas, tle mighty sage Vyasa who 
had gone there at his own pleasure. 


Arjuna said :— 

4. When slaying my foes in battle with 
myriads of resplendent darts, I saw a male 
being of the effulgence of fire praceeding 
before me. 


§. Raising his blazing trident wherever 
he turned, my foes in that direction, O 
mighty sage, he routed and scorched. 


6. People think that I rout my foes 
whereas they are really routed by him. I 
only pursue from behind the troops already 
broken and routed by him. 


7- O illustrious possessor of the six qua- 
lities the Bhagas, tell me who is that excel- 
lent of all male beings, whom I see armed 
with the trident and who resembles the Sun 
himself in effulgence. 

8. He never touches the earth with his 
feet nor does he hurl his trident; but in 
consequence of his energy, thousands of ar+ 
rows issue out of that trident of his. 


Vyasa said :— 

g—10. Osonof Pritha, you Have seen 
Sankara, that first af all the creators of the 
world, that lord of all energies, primary 
male being, he that is the embodiment of 
heaven, earth and sky, the divine Lord, the 
saviour of the universe, the paramount 
master, the bestower of boons, also ealled 
Ishana. O, do you seek the refuge of 
that boon-giving deity, that lord of the 
universe. 


11. He was the Paramount Divinity, 
of illustrious soul, also called Ishana,: the 
wearer of ma tted locks and the origin of alt 
auspiciousness. He possesses three eyes, 
and mighty arms and fierce energy; and 
-his locks are tied as a crown of his head and 
he is clad in deerzskin. 
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1a. That supreme god, called Hara or 
Sthann, is the lord of the universe and the 
giver of boons. He is the foremost of all 
beings in the universe and incapable) 
‘being vanquished. He is the afforder of joy 
to the universe, and is its paramount ruler. 


13. The origin, the light and the refuge 
of the universe, he is ever attended with vic- 
tory. He is the sonl and the creator of the 
universe; and the universe is his form and 
he is ever-glorious. 


14. The Lord of the universe, and its 
ruler, that great one is the lord of all action. 
Known by the name of Sambhu he is self- 
born, he is the lord of all creatures, and 
the origin of the past, present and future. 


15. He is the Yoga and the lord of Yoga. 
He is called Sarva and is the lord of the 
lords of the world. He is superior to every 
thing. He is the most excellent of all things 


in the universe and the highest of all and is- 


called Paramesthin. 


16. He is the ordainer of the three worlds 
and the sole refuge of them all. He is the 
rotector of the universe and incapable of 
ing vanquished, and is beyond the reach 
of birth, decline and death. 


1%. The essence of knowledge and inca- 
pable of being comprehended by the under- 
Standing, and the best of all knowledge, 
he is unknowable. Out of his grace 


he gives to his worshippers the boons they 
desire. 


18. That great one has for his compani- 
ons, celestial beings of various forms, some 

whom are dwarfs,some with matted locks, 
some with bald heads,some with short necks, 
some with large stomaches, 


è 
19. Some with huge bodies, some endued 
with great might and some with long ears. 
All of them have, O son of Pritha, distort- 
ed faces, mouths and legs, and strange 
dresses, 


20. That great lord Mahadeva, O Par- 
tha, is adored by even these kinds of follow- 
ers. That Siva, O son, possessed of energy, 
goes in advance of you through kindness 
only. 

21—22. In that dreadful battle, O son 
of Pritha, capable of causing the hair to 
stand erect, who else, O Arjuna, except the 
divine Maheswara, that foremost of all 
bowmen, could even in his mind, dare 
defeat that host that was protected by 
those great smiters and bowmen, vis. 
Aswathaman, Karna and Kripa. 


23. Nobody can venture to withstand 
the fighter, in whose front walks Mahadeva 
himself. There is no creature in the triune 
worlde who is a match for him, 
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s4. At the very smell of the enraged 
Mahadeva, the enemy trembles and drops 
down senseless in large numbers in battle, 

25. For this reason the gods in heaven 
ever adore and bow down to him. The 
men of this world as also others that have 
attained to heaven, 


26. If they devoutly worship the boom- 
giving, auspicious and divine Rudra, the 
lord of Uma, obtain happiness here and 
the highst felicity hereafter. 

27. O son of Kunti, bow down unto him 
who is peace incarnate, unto him caled 
Rudra (or the fierce), who is of blue throat, 
exceedingly subtle, and of great effulyence, 

28. Unto him known as Kapardin, him 
that is dreadful, him who possesses twany 
eyes, him that is boon giving; unto thas 
great ordainer of red locks and righteous 


conduct, unto him who is ever-engaged im: 


the performance of auspicious acts, 


29. Unto him who is an object of desire 
with all beings; unto him who is of tawny 
eyes ; him that is called Sthanu; him that 
is called Puruska; unto him of twany 
hair; him that is bald and him that is 
extremely subtle and of great splendour, 


30. Unto him that is the giver of light, 
him that is the embodiment of all holy 
waters, him that is the god of gods, him that 
is possessed of great impetuousity; him 
that is of various forms ; him who is called 
Sarva and is vested in pleasant garments, 


31. Untohim that possesses an excel- 
lent turban, a handsome face and a thou- 
sand eyes; him that is the giver of rain, 
him that has the mountains for his habi- 
tation ; him that is peace, him that is the 
protector, him that has the barks of trees for 
his cloth, 


32. Unto him whose arms are adorned 
with ornaments of gold, him who is furious ; 
him who is the lord of all the different 
quarters; him who is the master of clouds 
and of all created beings, 


33. Unto him who is the lord of all 
trees and of kine; him that has his body 
covered with trees; him who is the general 
of the celestial armies; him who is the ins- 
pirer of all thoughts ; 


31. Unto him who has the sacrificial 
laddle in his hands; him who is eftulgent, 
him who wields the bow; him who is Rama 
himself, him who has numerous semblances ; 
him who is the lord of the universe; him 
who has the unja grass for his attire ; 


35- Unto him who has a thousand 
heads ; him who has a thousand eyes ; and 
him who has a thousand arms and a thou- 
sand legs. 
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36. O sun of Kunti, seek the refuge of 
sat Lord of the universe, who bestows 
pons, who is the lord of Uma, who pos- 
ssses three-eyes and who is the destroyer 
i Daksha's sacrifice ; 

37- Who is the protector of all created 
eings; who is ever-clieerful; who is the 
aviour of all; who is undeteriorating in 
is glory; who is called Kaparddin, and 
those gait is like that of the bull ; whose 
avel is like that of the bull and whose 
mblem is the bull, 


38. Who is proud like the bull, who is | 


he lord of the bull, who is known by the 
iorns of the bull, and who is the bull of 
ulls, whose banner-devise is the bull; who 
s generous like the bull; who has eyes 
ike those of the bull; 


39- Whose weapons are all of superior 
nake ; whose arrow is the Vrisha (Krishna), 
ind who is righteousness incarnate; who is 
lled the Great Lord. whose stomach is 
ixtended and body prodigious; whose seat 
s the leopard’s skin, 


40. Whois the lord of the worlds, who 
s the giver of boons, who is bald, who 
s devoted to the Brahmanas and who 
oves the Brahmanas, who is armed witn 
che trident, who is boon-giving ; who wields 
the sword and the buckles; and who is the 
highly auspicious one : 
_ 41—42. Who uses the bow Pinaka, who 
is shorn of his battle-axe and who is the 
sovereign and the saviour of the universe. 
I totally consign myself to the care of that 
divine lord, that giver of protection, that 
god vested in deer’s skin; salutation to 
that lord of the gods who has Vaisravana 
for his friend, salutation to him of illustrt- 
pus vows, to him whose companions are 
all best bow-men ; 


¢ 43. To him who himself wields the bow, 
to that great Divinity with whom the bow 
is a favourite weapon; who is himself the 
arrow hurled by the bow; who is the bow- 
string and the bow and the preceptor in- 
structing others in the use of the bow. 


44. Salutations to that deity whose 
weapons are terrible, and who himself is 
the foremost of all gods; salutations to him 
whose semblances are various, and who 
has got diverse bowmen as his attendants. 


45, Salutations unto Sthanu, unto that 
best of all wielders of bow, salutations 
even to the destroyer of ‘ Tripura,” and 
.the slayer of Bhaga. 


è 46. Salutations unto the lord of the 
‘Vanaspatis (‘Trees &c.,) and to the lord of 
‘men ; salutations unto the lord of the celes- 
tial mothers, and to the lord of the Ganas. 
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47. Salutations ever to him who is the 
lord of kine and the master of all sacrifices. 
Salutations to the lord of waters and of the 
celestials ; 

48. Salutations unto him who is the 
destroyer of Surya’s teeth, who is of three 
eyes, who is the giver of boons, who is called 
Hara, who is blue-throated and who is of 
golden locks. 


49. I shall now relate to you, according 
to my knowledge and as I have heard them 
celated, all the divine deeds of the supreme- 
ly wise Mahadeva. 


50. If Mahadeva is worked up with rage, 
ncither the gods, nor the Asuras, neither the 
Gandharvas, nor the Rakshasas, even.if 
they conceal themselves in deep caves, can 
enjoy any peace. 

5t. In days of yore when Daksha 
had collected all the necessary objects for 
the celebration of his sacrifice, Mahadeva 
excited with rage destroyed them all; in- 
deed then he became unusually stern. 


52. Shooting an arrow with his bow 
then, he uttered a tremendous roar. The 
celestials, who always perform acts bene- 
ficial to the world, then were filled with 
anxiety. 


53- When the sacrifice was destroyed, 
and when Maheswara was enraged, the 
gods were greatly frightened at the sound 
produced by his twanging bow and his 
palm-strokes. 


54. The gods and the Asuras all suc- 
cumbed and fell down, and O son of Pritha, 
the waters were agitated and the earth 
trembled with everything on it. 


55- The mountains split and the quar- 
ters of heaven and the Nagas became stu- 
pified. Envelopedina pall of gloom the 
universe was lost to view. : 


56—57. The splendour of the luminaries 
as also of the Sun was destroyed. The Rishis 
filied with fear became agitated, and desir- 
ous of their own good and that of all other 
creatures, performed propitialory rites. 
Then Sankara, smilingly rushed upon 
Pushana, 

58. Who was eating the sacrifcial ob- 
lations, and then tore out his teeth. The 
gods then, bowing down to him, fled away 
trembling. 

59. Once more Mahadeva aimed at, the 
gods a shower of burning and sharp arrows 
resembling tongues of fire mixed with smoke, 
or clouds with lightning. 


60. Beholding that arrowy shower, all 
the gods, bowing down to Maheswara, 8s-- 
signed to Rudra a substantial shaze in 
saciifices. 
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61. Afraid, the gods sought his protec- 
tion, O ‘prince. His anger having sub- 
sided the great god re-established the sacri- 
fice. 

62. The gods that had fled away return- 
ed. Indeed they are afraid of Maheswara 
evento this day. Formerly the puissant 
Asuras had three cities in heaven. 


63. One was made of gold, another of 
silver and the third of iron ; each of them 
was excellent and large. ‘The golden city 
belonged to Kamalaksha, the silver city to 
Tarakaksha. 


64. The third, made of iron, belonged to 
Vidyutmalin. Using all his weapons Ma- 
ghabat failed to capture those cities. 


65. Thereupon all the celestials, afflicted 
as they were, sought the refuge of Rudra. 
The gods then, with Vasava at their 
head; Said these words to that high-souled 
one. 


66. “The denizens of the three cities, 
having obtained boons from Brahma, and 
proud in consequence of those boons, are 
excessively opressing the worlds. 


67. O Lord of the gods, O supreme 
Divinity, save yourself, there is none capa- 
ble of slaying ‘the Daityas. Do you slay 
those injurers of the gods. . 

_ 68. O Rudra, then creatures immolated 
in every sacrifice will be yours. Do you 


therefore, O lord of the universe, over-throw 
those Asuras,” 


69. Thus addressed by the gods, and 
moved by the desire for benefiting them, 
Mahadeva said ‘yea’ to their proposals, 
Then he made the two mountains,viz. Gan- 
dhamadan and Vindhya the two bamboo 
peles of his car, 


70. And the earth with all the occans 
and the forests his chariot, and the snake 
Sesa the Aksha of his chariot. 


71. The Sun and the Moon then became 
the wheels of the car of that god of pods, 
that wielder of the Pinaka bow. ‘Ihe three 
eyed Divinity then made Elapatra and 
Puspadanta the pins of his car, 


72. ‘Ihe puissant Mahadeva then made 
the Malaya mountains the yoke and the 
great Takshaka the chord for fastening the 
yoke to the poles, and the other creatures 
about him the bounds of his steeds. 


73- The mighty god then made the four 
Vedas the four steeds of his chariot ; the 
lord of the three worlds made the auvili- 
aries of the Vedas the briddle-bits of his 
steeds. 


74- Mahadeva then made Gayatri and 
avert the reins, the mystic monosyllable 
m the whip and Brahinana the driver. 
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75. Then making the Mandar mountains 
the bow, Vasuki its string, Vishnu its ex- 
cellent arrows, Fire the arrow-head, 


76. And Vayu the two wings | of that 
arrow, Yama the feathers in its tail, light- 
ning the whet-stone,and Meru his standard, 

77—78. The god Siva, riding on that 
wonderlul car composed of all the excellent 
celestial forces.proceeded for the destruction 
of the tripple city. Indeed Sthanu, that 
foremost of Smiters, that destroyer of 


‘Asuras, that most beautiful-looking warrior 


of infinite energy, adored by the gods and 
and Rishis, possessed of the wealth of asce-’ 
ticism, O Partha, 

79. Created an excellent and unequalled 
array called after his own name, and then 
stood firm for a thousand years. 


80. Then when the three cities came 
together on the firmament, he pierced them 
with that shaft of his having three knots, 


8&1. The denizens of those cities, the 
Danavas, then could not look at'that arrow 
composed of the Fire of Dissolution and of 
Vishnu and Soma. 


82. When the tripple city began to 
burn, the goddess Durga went to see the 
sight, with a child on her lap having only 
five clumps of hair on its head. 


83. Uma then asked the gods who that 
child was. The malevolent Indra then 
tried to strike him with the thunder- bolt. 


84. Thereupon the all-powerful Lord of 
all the worlds, possessed of the six excellent 
qualitics the Bhayas, smilingly paralysed 
the arm of the enraged India wielding the 
thunder bolt. 


85. ‘Then with his arm paralys:d,Sakra, 
surrounded by the celestials, quicaly pro- 
ceeded to the undeteriorating Brahma. 

86. ‘Phen the gods bowing their heads 
down to Brahma addressed him, with 
folded arms, thus :—"O Brahma, what 
wonderlul creature is now lying on the lap 
of Parvati? 


87. As he appeared to bea mere boy 
we did not offer salutations to him. But we 
have been defeated totally by him. Tt is 
therefore that we want to ask you about him. 


88. With Purandara to head us, we were 
easily defeated by that boy though he did 
not at all light with us.” Hearing those 
words of theirs, that foremost of all conver- 
sant with Brahmas vis., Brahma, 


_59. Reflected for a while and then de- 
cided that boy of infinite profess to bea 
manifestation of Sambhu himself, that poss- 
essor of the six illustrious qualities, the 
Bhagas. Jhen the almighty Bralina 
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addressing Sakra and other foremost of 
celestials, thus spoke :— 


go. ‘He is the almighty lord Hara, the 
Master-ruler of the mobile and immobile 
creation. ‘Lhere is nothing superior to that 
foremost of gods known by the name of 
Maheswara. 


gt. That boy of immeasurable effulgence 
whom you have seen with the goddess, is 
Siva himself, assuming the boy-like appear- 
ance for gratifying Parvati. 


92. Let therefore yourselves with me seek 
his refuge,—that god who is the ruler of 
all the worlds and the possessor of the six 
illustrious qualities, the Bhagas. 


93—94. © gods, you could not recognise 
that lord of the worlds,” Thereafter the 
celestials with the Prajapati approached 
that boy of the radiance of the rising Sun, 
‘Then Brahma beholding the mighty lord 
and the grandsire knowing him to be the 
paramount master, began to adore him 
thus :— 


Brahma, said :— 


95. You are the sacrifice, you are the | 


refuge of this world and you are its sole 
stay. You are Bhava, you are Mahadeva, 
you are the abode of all things and you are 
the most supreme of all things. 


96. Yourself pervade the whole universe 
with its mobile and immobile creatures. O 
lord of the past and the future, O lord of 
the Lokas, O master of the universe, be 
propitious on Sakra afflicted as he is with 
your wrath, 


Vyasa said :— 


97. Hearing the words of the lotus- 
sprung Divinity, Maheswara then became 
propitiated, and desirous of showering .his 
grace, he then laughed aloud. 

98. Then the celestials gratified both 
Uma and Maheswara with eulogies. Then 
the arm of the wielder of the thunderbolt 
once more regained its natural state. 

gg. Then that illustrious Divinity whose 
emblem is the bull, and who had des- 
troyed the sacrifice of Daksha, together 
with his better half, became gracious on 
the gods. 

too. He is Rudra, he is Siva, he is Agni, 
he is all and the knower of all. He is In- 
dra, he is Vayu, he is the twin Aswins 
and he is lightning. 3 

tor. He is Bhava, he is Parjanva, he is 
Mahadeva and he is sinless. He is the 
Monon, he is Ishana, he ts the Sun and 
he is Varuna, 

loz. He ig Time, he is the Destroyer, 
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he is death, he is Yama and day and night; 
Heisa month, a fortnight, as well as the 
seasons,the twilights and the complete year. 


103. He is Dhata and Vidhata, the soul 
of the universe and the doer of all acts of 
the universe. Himself formless, he is em- 
bodied in the person of all the celestials. 


104. He is eulogised by all the gods. 
He is one and many. He is hundred, he is 
thousand and he is hundreds of thousands. 


105. Brahmanas versed in the Vedas, 
say that he has two forms,—one is dreadful 
and the other peaceful—These two again| 
are divided in numerous portions. 


106. His terrible forms are Fire, Vishnu 
and Vashkara (the Sun); and his peaceful 


forms are, water, the luminaries and the 
moon, 


107. Whatever there is highly mysteri- 
ous in the Vedas, their auxiliaries, in the 
Upanishadas, in the Puranas, and in Meta- 


physics, is identical with the god Mahe- 
swara. 


108. Such is the Lord Mahadeva, that 
Divinity without birth and that possessor 
of the six illustrious qualities the Bhagas. 
It is beyond my power to enumerate all the 
qualities or that Lord, 


109—110. Even if, O son of Pandu, I 


| were to recount them for a thousand years, 


On those who are under the maHcious in- 


fluence of evil stars,on those who are stained 
with every sin, 


111. That great protector is pleased and 
grants them salvation, if indeed they seek 
refuge in him. He grants and takes away, 
life, health, prosperity, wealth, and all other 
kinds of desirable objects. The prosperity 
seen in Indra and other gods is really his. 

112. He is present in both the evils and 
good that exercise influence over the human 
kind. He gets by a fiat of his will what- 
ever prosperity he desire- Therefore is he 


| called the Lord Paramon +, 


113. He is called Maheswara and he is 
the supreme lord of all superior creatures, 
In multefarions forms of many kinds, he 
pervades the universe. 


ug. What is known as the mouth of 
that god is the ocean; and it is well- 
known that assuming the form of the sea- 
fire it drinks the libations in the skape of 
water. 


115. This Divinity ever dwells in the 
places of cremation. Men worship this god 
there where only the braves can go. 


1:6, The effulgent forms of this lord are 
many and matvelious ; those forms are 
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worshipped in the worlds and are praised 
and spoxen of by men. 

117. Mapy also are the names of truth- 
ful import of this Divinity. known in the 
worlds, ‘Those names are all founded upon 
his supremacy, omnipotence, and his acts. 


118. In the Vedas, the excellent hymn 
called Sata Rudriya has been sung in his 

raise, he who is the great Lora called the 
infinite Rudra. 

119. ‘That divinity is the Lord of all 
wishes both human and heavenly. He is 
the Lord Paramount and the supreme ruler 
and pervades this extensive universe. 


120. The Brahmanas and the sages call 
him the most ancienf of beings. He is the 
first-born of all the gods, and fire came out 
from his mouth, 

1at. As he always and by every means 
protects the -reatures of the universe, and 
always finds pleasure in their-company, and 
as he is the iord of them all, he is truly 
called Pasupati. 

122. As his Phallic form is ever present 

‘in the observance of the Bralimacharyya 
vow, and as it adds to the glory of the 
world,—he is called Maheswara. 


123. The Rishis, the celestials, the Gan- 
dharvas and the Apsaras, worship the 
Phallic emblem of this god, tłat ever 
remains erect. 


124. When his Phallic unblem is wor- 
shipped Maheswara becomes glad and is 
pleased and delighted and transported with 
joy. 

125. As inthe past, the present, and the 
future, the god has many forms, both mo- 
bile and immobile, he is truly called Vahu- 

- rupa. 
} 126. With one of his eyes blazing forth, 

e 


body ; and as in his wrath, he possesees the 
worlds, he is called Sarva. 


127. As his form is like that of smoke 
he is called Dhurjati; and as the Devas in 
the world are present in him he is called 
Viswarupa. 


128. As three goddesses vis., the sky, 
the firmament and the water, ever worship 
that lord of the worlds, therefore he is. truly 
called Tryambaka. . 


129. As he ever helps in the. accomplish- 
ment of all acts, and increases the wealth 
of men and is engaged in doing good to 
them, therefore he is calléd Siva, 


130. Possessed of thousand or ten thous- 
and eyes, or eyes on all sides of his body, 
“as he ever protects the universe, he is called 
“Mahadeva. a 


appears to have eyes on all sides of his” 
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131. As he is Great and Ancient and is 
the fountain of life, and the cause of its 
continuance, and as his Phallic from is 
eternal, he is called Sthanu. 


132. The rays of light that proceeding 
from the sun and Moon, are seen in the 
worlds, are said to be ie hair of his head, 
and therefore is he called Vyomakesa. 


133. As he destroys Brahma, Indra, 
Varuna, Kuvera and Yama, after having 
afflicted them greatly, therefore is he called 
Hara. 

134. Since he is the Past, the Future 
and the Present, and in fact, everything 
in the universe and since he is the origin 
of the past, the future and the present, he 
is for that reason called Bhava. 


135. Whatever of soundness or unsound- 
ness there is in the bodies of men, is said 
to be his manifestation. He is the Pana 
and Apana breaths in embodied creatures. 


136. He that ever worships the Phallic 
emblem of that illustrious ged, attains great 
prosperity even by such worship of his. 


137. Below his two thighs the forms are 
fiery ; the other half of his auspicious body 
is in the moon. So also half his soul is fire 
and nalf the moon. 


138. His auspicious form surcharged 

with energy is more blazing than all the 
forms of the other gods. Amongst men 
his blazing and dreadful form is called 
Fire. 
_ 139, With his auspicious form he prac- 
Uses the vow Brahmacharya, whereas with 
the dreadful form he has, he devours every- 
thing. 


140. As he burns, as he is keen, and 
fierce and endued with the great prowess, 


and as he devours flesh, blood and marrow, 
he is called Rudra. 


141. The word Kapi ià said to mean 
supreme, and Vrisha to mean righteous- 
ness; therefore that god of gods, the 
possessor of the illustrious, qualities the 
Bhagas, is called Vrisha Kapi. 


142. Shutting his two eyes, that Potent 
Lord created a third on his forehead by 


sheer force ; and therefore is he called the 
lhree-eyed. 


143. It is this god ot guus, the para- 
mount lord, the wielder of the Pinaka bow, 
O Partha, whom you have seen go before, 
you slaying your enemies. 


144. After you had vowed to slay the 
ruler of the Sindhus, O sinless one, Krishna 
showed you this god, in your deam, seated 


fon the top of that best of mountains. 
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145. O Partha, thus the hymn approved 
of Vedas, and called Sat-rudriya in honour 
of that god of gods has been explained to 
thee which is excellant glorious, life-enhanc- 
ing and sacred. 


146—147. The hymn of four divisions 
capable of accomplishing all desired object, 
destructive of all sins, sacred and able to 
drive away all stains and to undo all sorrow 
and all fears. He who listen to this hymn 
always is succeeds in defeating all his 
enemies and is highly respected in the region 
of Rudra. 

148—149. A man who always attentively 
reads or heard the recitation of this account 
(Satarudriya) belonging to war of this great 
deity, and: who worships devotionally that 
illustrious lord of universe (Vishweshwara) 
obtaineth all excellent objects of desire, in 
consequence of the three-eyed God being 
gratified with him. 

150. Oson of Kunti, Go and fight, 
defeat is not for thee that hast 
Janardana on your side for thy adviser and 
protector. 
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Sanjaya said :— 

151. O best of Bharata! O chastiser of 
foes! Having addressed Arjuna in these 
words, the son of Parasara (Vyasa) went 
away to the placche iad come from. 


152. O King, Havirg warred savagely 
for five days, the Brahmana (Drona) endued 
with great strongth, fell and repaired to the 
region of Brahma. 

153. The fruits that arise from a study 
of the Vedas, arise from the reading of this 
Parvan also. The great achievements of 
brave Kshatriyas have been described here. 

154. He who reads or hears the recita- 
tion of this Parvan everyday is released from 
a great sins and the most wicked acts of his 
life. 

155. By reading it a Brahmana reaps 
the fruits of sacrifice, a Kshatriya obtains 
victory in fierce battle. The other orders 
(Vaishyas and Sudras) attain desirable sons 
and grandsons and all wishful objects. 


Thus ends the two hundred and third 
chapter, in the Narayanastra Mokshana of 
Drona Parva. 


END OF DRONA PARVA. 
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THE MAHABHARATA 


(IN ENGLISH) 
KARNA PARVA. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Having saluted the Supreme Deity (Nara-| 9. Thereupon at the break of day they, 
yana), and the highest of all the male | being obedient to the injunctions of ordin- 
beings (Nara) and also the Goddess of | ance, all performed the necessary ceremon- 
Learning (Saraswati), let us cry success / | ies, prescribed by the established usage. 


7 x 10. Having finished all the necessary 
Vaisampayana said :— ceremonies: and consoled themselves, they, 
3 harata, ordered for the array of soldi 
1. O king, after Drona had been killed ACR SOLCIETS: 
the monarchs headed by Duryodhana, with arid] Een stacced (0 barer 
greatly anxious hearts, all went to the son 11—12. After having made Karra their 
of Drona. generalissimo with the due performance of 


D Tharespon- moar tor ae! deat ee aaa MO 
_ of Drona, they (the kings) being highly | foremost of -the regenerate persons by offer- 
oppressed with grief and deprived of energy | ings of vessels of curds, clarified Batter and 
on account of treir gloomiress of mind sat | vessels filled with corn and other auspicious 
around the son of Saradwata. articles, as well as by presents of gold- 
Then having comforted him for a coins, kine, and gems, valuable cloths, and 
short while by citing reasons arrived at in| immense wealth, and also having been 
the Shastras, the rulers of the earth depart- | praised by the charioteers and panegyrists, 
ed to their respective abodes on the advent born in the country of Magadha, (the Ma- 
of the night. gadha-panegyrists are the mixed tribes 
4. Odescendant of the Kuru race, the | born T k Kshatriya mother and a Brah- 
lords of the earth could not enjoy pleasure mana father), with hymns about victory. 


while resting in their own abodes ; and they 13. O monarch, the Pandavas on the 
could not obtain sleep, thinking of that other hand, having similarly performed the 
jmmense massacre. morning ceremonies, came out of their 


tents ; and,O king, they were resolved upon 
| the battle. - 


14. Thereupon the formidable battle 
began, which caused the hairs of the body 
stand erect, between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas, each party being desirous of 
vanquishing the other. 


15. O monarch, the most formidable 
battle, between the troops of the Kurus and 
those of the Pandavas, lasted only for two 
days during the leadership of Karna. 


5. Especially the son of Suta, king Suyo- 
dhana, Dusasana and Sakuni could not at 
all sleep. 

6. And they passed together that night 
in the abode of Duryodhana, whilst they 
were seriously thinking of the griefs with 
which the lofty-minded Pandavas were 
afflicted. 


7. Recollecting these, viz., that they 
(the Pandavas) were greatly oppressed 
during the game at dice, and also that 
Krishna (Draupadi) was (forcibly) brought 
to the assembly (of kings), they greatly re- 
gretted, with hearts filled with anxiety. 





16. Thereupon Vrisha (Karna), having 
brought about an immense slaughter of the 
opponents in battle, was himself slain by 
| Falguna (Arjuna), whilst the sons of Dhri- 
8. Thus reflecting upon those miseries | tarastra were observing it. 
resalting from the gambling match, (which 
the Pandavas had become subject to), their € 
night had passed away with great uneasi- | wards Ahe city of Hastinapur, and told all 
ness, which (vighi), O king, seemed to be | te Dhritarastra, that had_taken place at 


_ (so long as) a hundred years. Kurujangala. 


17. Thereafter Sanjaya departed to- 


ee 
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; ; s. O ruler of earth, I am Sanjaya! ` 
Janamejaya said :— Are you not at ease? After paving ob- 
ying d that both Bhishma | tained distress by your own faults, are 
Ree ee Drona of indomitable | you not now deprived of all your senses 7 
courage were slain (in the battle), the od l 6. The good advices, uttered (given) 
king (Dhritarashtra) the son of Amvika, by Vidura, Drona, son of Ganga, and 
was highly oppressed with sorrow, : Kashava, were not received by you. Ido 
19. Having heard of the death of Karna | you not feel pain to remember them now ? 
the benefactor of Duryodhana, how cou d 
he, © best of the regenerate persons, hold ber the rejection of the good advices given 
his life, much agrieved as he was ? to you by Rama, Narada, Kinwa, and 
30. How could that royal descendant of : others in the assembly (of kings) ? 
Kuru hold his life, after having heard of | 8. Remembering that your minds, 
the fall of that hero, on whom he supposed Bhishma, Drona, and others, who were 
the hope of his sons’ victory to rest ? ever occupied in contributing to your wij- 
21. I suppose that men, falling in the | fare, were shin by tlre enenries in battle, 
most distressful circumstances, find great- | do you not feel pain? 
cst difficulty in yielding up their lives; for, 9. Sighing heavy and hot, the king, 
the king, even after hearing of the death of oppressed with grief, addressed in these 
Karna, could not (possibly) forsake his life. | Vords the son of Suta, who with folded 
` 22—23. As,O twice-born one, having | hands, was telling him the above : 
heard of the fall of the old son of Santanu, 3 sae 
of Valhika, of Drona, of Somadatta, of | Dhritarastra said :— 
Vurisrabas, as well as of other friends, of 10. © Sanjaya, owing to the deaths of 
his sons, and grandsons, the king did Not | that heroic wielder of celestial weapons, the 
give up his life ; so, I suppose, that to yield son of Ganga, and the mighty bowman, 
up one’s life is, O regenerate person, bigh- Drona, my heart greatly aches. 


dy eiiie 3 r 11. That mighty hero, who was the 
24. Relate tome all these in their en- | incarnation of the (eighth) Vasu, killed 

tirety, as they had really taken place. I am every day ten thonsand car-warriors pro- 

not (at all) satisfied with (simply) hearing | tected by armour. 

the mighty achievements of my forefathers. eae eat mieto hero was killed 


Thus ends the first chapter, the speech of | in the battle by the son of Yajnasena 


Fanamzjaya, of the Kurna Purva. | (namely) Shikhandin, who was protected 
| by the Pandavas. at this (occurrence) my 


heart greatly aches. 


7. Also do you not feel pain to remem- 











| 
~ ; 13. ‘Phe son of Vrigu gave to that lofty- 
CHAPTER Lk | minded one (that hero, Bhishma) tlre 
KARNA PARVA)—Continued ! knowledge of the best weapons. ‘Yo him 


also, during the childhood, the science of 
the bow was taught by Rama himself. 


14. Through whose (Drona's) kind iess, 
the sons of MKunti,—the royal sons,—the 
mighty car-warriors,—as well as several 
other rulers of earth, attained the abilities 
of a Maharathee (one simultaneously fight- 
ing with ten thousand bowmen) :— 


15. Hearing of that mighty bowman, 


Vaishampayana said :— 

t. O great king, when Iarna was slain, 
the son of Gavalgana, greatly mortified 
in heart, repaired that very night to the 
city of Nagpur, in the back of horses 
resembling the wind in swiftness. 


| 
i 
| 


2. He then arrived at the city of H +s- 
tinapur; and, with a greatly anxious heart, JEON l 
repaired tọ the house of Dhritarastra Digna who was true to his aim, slain by 
which had now been vicated by all its Dhristadyumna in battle, my heart greatly 
friends. i aches. 

3. He then beholding the king de- | 16. Those two had not a peer in this 
prived of energy in consequence of his werld in the wielding of the fourfold weap- 
gloominess of mind, folded his hands: and, | 0Ps- Hearing that both Drona and Bnishma 
indeed, worshipped the monarch’s feet by were slain in the battle, my mind is greatly 
bowing down his head. pained. 


4. Hliving worshipped the ruler of the 


wi l i I7. In the thr2e worlds there is no 
€aith, Diritarastra, according to the just | person, who is equal to him in the use of 


Tites, and having uttered Alas! and wve!! weapons. Hearing the death of this here, 
—-he then addressed him saying -— : Drona, what did my followers do ? 
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18. The army of the Samsaptakas was 
sent away to the region of Yama by Dha- 
nanjaya, the lofty-minded son of Pandu, 
through the exertion of his terrible prowess. 


19. (After the above occurrence and 
also) after. the Narayana weapon of the 
most intelligent son of Drona had been 
destroyed, as also after the divisions of my 
army had fled away (from the battle-field), 
what did the troops of my side do? 


20. I think that, on the death of Drona, 
my troops, plunged deep into the ocean 


of grief, ran away (from the field of battle), | 


even as the ship-wrecked mariners float on 
the ocean. 

21.—22. OQ Sanjaya, when my troops 
had run away (from the battle field), what 
had become the color of the faces of Duryo- 
dhana, Karna, Kritavarman the ruler of the 
Bhojas, Shalya the king of the Madras, 
Ashwathaman the son of Drona, and 
Kripacharja, as well as of the remaining 
sons of mine, and several other monarchs. 


23. O son of Gavalgana, relate to me 
all those in detail that had actually hap- 
pened in battle as to the prowess shown 
by Pandavas as well as by the troops of 
my own side. 


Sanjaya said :— 

24. O Lord of kings, you should not 
be pained to hear of what had taken place 
in respect to the Kouravas through thy 
misconduct. For, the learned sage never 
feels any anguish at what is brought about 
by Fate. 

25. What is not likely to happen to man 
(being subject to Fate) may happen to him; 
or whit is likely to take place may, again, 
happen to a person. Hence at the ac- 
quisition or non-acquisition of the pur- 


poses the learned sage should not at all | 


grieve. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 
26. O Sanjaya, no great anguish does 
find place in me. 


destiny. So, do you describe according as 
you desire. 

Thus ends the second chapter, the parley 
between Sanjaya and Dhritarashtra, of the 
Karna Parva. 


CPAPTER III. 
(KARNA PARVA)—-Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. When that mighty bowman Drona, 
was slain, your sons, the great car-war- 


For, I think that all this | 
is (the unavoidable consequence of) superior | 





riors, became pale-faced, 


gloomy, and 
senseless. 


2: And, O king, all those who were 
armed with the weapons, stood speechless ; 
and highly oppressed with grief, they nei- 
ther beheld nor spoke any words to one 
another. 


3. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
seeing them changed in countenance, on ac- 
count of their being oppressed with sorrow, 
your troops, themselves being highly af- 
flicted with grief and anxiety, looked up- 
wards, 


4. Beholding the death of Drona in 
battle, O foremost of kings, the weapons of 
many of them, indeed besmeared with blood, 
dropped down from their hands. 


5. O great monarch, O descendant of 
the Bharata race, several of those (wea- 
pons), still retained by the troops in the 
various parts of their bodies, were seen 
hanging, like the meteors of heaven (pend- 
ing from above). 


6. O great monarch, seeing your for-e 
(his own troops) thus eclipsed (by that of 
the Pandavas), and sianding as if lifeless, 
king Duryodhana addressed them, say- 
ing :— 

7. “Depending upon the strength of 
your arms. this war had been entered into 
and the descendants of Pandu had alse 


| been summoned to the battle by me. 


8. But you, however, look very cheerless 
(dispirited) now in the death of Drona. All 
the warriors engaged in battle are slain in 
battle. 


g. Victory or death falls to the lot of 
one who is engaged in battle. What won- 
der then there is in this (the fall of Drona)? 
So do you fight with your faces in all direc- 
tions. 

10. Do you behold that lofty-minded 
Karna, the son of Vikartana, that highly 
powerful and mighty bowman,—that wielder 
of celestial weapons, who is roving about in 
the (field of) battle. 

11. Through fear, indeed, Dhananjaya, 
—that coward son of Kunti,—always flies 
away from him in battle, even as the small 
deer (dyes) from a lion. 

12. It is by him that Bhimasena of 
might strength, endowed with the force 
of ten thousand elephants, was brouxht, 
through the tactics of warfare that are pecu- 
liar to man, into the same circumstance. 

13. Itis by him that Ghatatkacha, that 
wielder of celestial weapon, that pod, that 
enchanter, that one who mide a tremend- 
ous roar, was slain in battle threug’ the 
moust indomitable*power. 
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. De you behold to-day in battle the 
Resni ble strength of arms of that intel- 
lectual one, who is of unsubdued energy, 
and of fixed purpose. 4 

you behold to-day the prowess o 
iess a Drona and the son of Radha 
who are high-souled, among the troops of 
the Pandus and the Panchalas. 


16. All of you are, however, capable of 
slaying in battle the sons. of Pandu with 
their troops even fighting singly. What 
then, when fighting together ? Endowed 
with immense strength and acquainted 
with the use of „weapons, do you be- 
hold to-day one another (engaged~ in 
battle?.’ 


Sanjaya said :— 

17. O faultless one, having thus address- 
ed, your son (Duryodhana) of mighty pro- 
wess, (after having consulted) with his bro- 
thers, afterwards made Karna the general- 
lissimo (of the Kuru troops). 


18. O king, after having obtained the 
generalship (of the Kuru army) the mighty 
car-warrior Iarna, invincible in battle, en- 
gaged himself in battle, making a tremend- 
ous roar like a lion. 


-19. He caused a great slaughter among 
the Srinjayas, all the Panchalas, the Keka- 
yas, anc the Videhas, in the sight of all. 


20. Hundreds of arrows most fearfully 
issued from his bow, one closely following 
the wings of another like the lines of bees 
(flying away from the hive). 


21. Having oppressed the Pandavas 
and the /Ranchalas, of immense activity, 
and killed thousands of heroes, he, at last, 
was slain by Arjuna. 


Thus ends the third chapter, the speech 
of Sanjaya, of the Karna Parva. 


— 


CHAPTER Iv. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Vaishampayana said :— 


1, Having heard this (the above in- 
telligence), the great king Dhritarastra, the 
son of Ambika, experienced, indeed, the 
farthest limit of grief, and considered Suyo- 
dhana slain (in the battle); and highly 
perturbed, he fell down upon the ground, 
lixe an elephant,that had lost all his senses. 

2. Othe most excellent of the Bharata 
race, on the fall of the highly agitated and 
foremost of monarchs upon the ground, 

there was a treinendous wailing of women, 
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which (the noise) filled the entire earth t 
all its points. 


3. The ladies of the household of Bha- 
rata, greatly burnt in grief, and with 
hearts filled with, great anxiety, bewailed 
most bitterly, plunged as they were in the 
very deep ocean of sorrow. 


4. O best of the Bharata race, advanc- 
ing towards the king, Gandhari, as well as 
all other ladies of the royal household, fell 
down upon the ground, all having lost their 
senses. 


5. Thereupon, O monarch, Sanjaya con- 
soled those ladies, who were highly oppress- 
ed with sorrow and deprived of their senses, 
and who, again, were copiously sheding 
tears from their eyes. 


6. Inspite of their being comforted (by” 
Sanjaya), those ladies shivered every mo- 
ment like the plantain trees constantly 
shaken by the wind. 


7. Thereupon Vidura, too, began to 
sprinkle water over the face of that descend- 
ant of Kuru, and consoled that powerful 
monarch, who had eyes of wisdom. 


8. O Lord of earth, having gradually 
attained to consciousness, and understand- 
ing the miserable plight of those ladies, the 


monarch, like a} senseless being, remained 
silent for sometime. 


9. Thereupon he, reflecting (upon the 
matter) for a pretty long time, and sighing 
heavily and incessantly, condemned his own 
sons but spoke highly of the Pandavas, 

10. Then having condemend his own 
reason as well as that of Shakuni the son of 
Suvala, and meditated (upon the matter) 


for a long while,.the king trembled at every 
moment. 


o 


Then he asked his charioteer S 7 > 
son of Gavalgana, these words aye a 
Whritarastra said :— 


_13- Has my son, w 
victory, grown desperate of success ? O 
Sanjaya, do you repeat to me in detail 
truly what you have said already. ; 


Vaishampayana said :— 
14. j i 

aie thevanamelaya, having been thus ! 

ing :—“ỌO kin 

mighty „car-warrior, 

along with liis sons an 


ho is ever desirous of | 


ee 
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the other warrior sons of Suta, who were 
all great bowmen, and who also were ready 
to give up their lives in battle. 


15. Dusasana, too, was slain in an en- 


counter by Bhimasena, that famous son of | 
Pandu, who had drunk his (Dusasana’s) | 


blood out of anger. 
Thus ends the fourth chapter, the be- 


wailing of Dhritarastra, of the Karna | 


Parva, 


CHAPTER V 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Vaishampayana said :— 

1. O great king, hearing this intelli- 
gence, Dhritarastra, the son of Ambika, 
with a heart filled with great anxiety on 
account of sorrow, addressed his charioteer 
Sanjaya thus :— 

2. “O son, on account of the dishonest 
policy of my son, who has no foresight of 
the distant future, the son of Vikartana was 
slain in battle. Hearing this, I find my 
vital parts all cut asunder. 


3. Do you now remove all my doubts, 


who are most willing to bridge over this | 


ocean of sorrow, by relating to me, who 
amongst the Kurus and the Pandavas are 
yet alive and who are already dead. 


Sanjaya said :— 

4. O monarch, after having killed an 
innumerable number of the Sanjayas and 
the Panchalas, Bhishma, the son of Santa- 
1u, of mighty strength, and of indomitable 
courage, was slain after ten days (of the 
battle). 


Again, after having killed the whole 
force of the Panchalas in battle, the mighty 
bowman Drona of indomitable courage, 
riding upon a car of gold, was slain after- 
wards. 


6. Having slain the half of the troops, 
that had survived the slaughter by the 
high-souted Bhishma and Drona, Karna, 
the son of Vikartana, was at last killed. 


-7. O great king, having killed hundreds 
of Anarta warriors, the royal son Vibing- 
sati of mighty strength was himself slain in 
battle. 


8. Thereupon your heroic son Vikarna, 
having remembered the duties of a Kshatri- 
gan stood in front of the enemies, without 

is weapons on, and also without a convey - 
ance. 


9. He was slain by Bhimasena, who had 
(at the time) recollected. the most severe 
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and innumerable wrongs inflicted upon him 
by Duryodhana, and also the most solema 
promise of his own. 


10. Having performed the most striking 
exploits in battle, the two royal sons, Vindu 
| and Anuvindu, of the country ef Avanti, of 

mighty prowess, departed to the region of 
Death. 


11—12. That heroic leader, under whose 
control ten kingdoms remained, the fore- 
most of which was the kingdom of Sindhu ; 
and, who, again, was under your subjec- 
| tion :—that one Jayadratha, O monarch, of 
mighty prowess, was slain by Arjuna, after 
he had subdued eleven Akshauhinis by his 
sharp arrows. ; 


13. So also the son of Duryodhana, of 
immense activity and incapable of being 
vanquished in battle, and resting ever obe- 
dient under the command of his father, was 
killed by the son of Subhadra. 


14. Soagain the heroic son of Dusasana 
looking most terrible in battle and endowed 
with the mighty strength of arms, was sent 
away to the region of Yama by the son of 
| Draupadi, who careered in battle showing 
| forth his prowess. 





15—16. The most virtuous king Vaga- 
| datta, ever obedient to the duties of a 
Kshatriya, who was the paramount lord of 
| the Kiratas—dwelling in the low-land coun- 
| tries on the sea-coast, and who, again, was 
the most esteemed and intimate friend of 
the king of the celestials, was sent away to 
the region of Yama by Dhananjaya show- 
ing forth his prowess (in battle). 


17. O monarch, similarly Vurisrabas, 
the heroic son of Somadatta, of great re- 
nown,—the kinsman of the Kauravas,— 
was slain in battle by Satyaki. 


18. Fearlessly roving about in the field 
of battle, the Amvastha chief Srutayus, the 
most exalted of the Kshatriyas, was slain 
by Savyasachin. 


19. Ogreat king, your ever wrathful son 
Dusasana, who is well acquainted with the 
science of weapons, and who is incapable of 
being vanquished in battle, was slain by 
Bhimasena. z 


20. O monarch, that Sudakshina, who 
“had under him several thousands of extra- 
ordinary warriors fighting on elephants, 
was slain in battle by Savyasachin. 


21. Having slain several hundreds of 
the enemies, the lord of the [oshalas was 
himself sent to the abode of Yama by the 
son of Suvadra showing forth his prowess 
in battle. 


22. Having fought several times with 
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reat car-warrior Bhimasena, your 
Saa was slain by Bhimasena. 
23. The heroic younger brother of the 
king of Madras, inspiring greater terror 
in the enemies—that hindsome wielder of 
sword and shield,—was slain by the son of 
Suvadra. 
24—25. The highly energetic Vrisasena 


of steady prowess, and ready in managing | 


the weapon,—that peer of Karna in battle, 
was sent to the abode of Yama by 
Dhananjaya, who, remembering the death 
of hisson and also his own solemn vow, 
showed forth his prowess in battle. 


26. That Srutayus, O king of the 


earth, who always entertained animosity | 


against the Pandavas, was reminded of 
that animosity, before he was slain by the 
son of Pritha. 


27. O}Sire, O monarch, Rukmaratha the 
son of Shalya, of mighty prowess,—that 
brother [(of Shahadeva), being son of the 
Jatter’s maternal uncle,—was slain by 
Shahadeva in battle. 


28. Both the old king Vagiratha and 
Vrinatkshatra, the chief of the Mekayas, 
highly powerful, “possessed of prowess and 


greater energy as they were, were also 
‘killed in battle. 


29. O monarch, the highly powerful and 
wise son of Vagadatta was. slain by 
Nakula, who moved about in ‘the field of) 
battle like a hawk. 


30. Sc also your grand father Valhika, 
endued with great strength and prowess, 


was slain by Bhimasena with all the 
Valhikas, 
gt. Then again, O monarch, the 


Magadha prince Jayatsena, the most power- 
ful son of Jarasandha, was slain in battle 
by the lofty-minded son of Subhadra. 


32. Your son Durmukha and the other 
son the great car-warrior Dussaha,—both 
of them are considered to be the most 
heroic,—were slain in battle by Bhimasena 
by means of his mace. 


33- Having achieved the extraordinary 
exploits in battle, Durmarsana, Durvisaha, 
and the great car-warrior Durjaya departed 
to the region of Death. 


34. Having achieved the extraordinary 
exploits in battle, both the brothers, Ka- 
linga and Vrishabha, who are inca able of 


being vanquished in battle, departed tothe 
abode of Death. = 


35. Your highly energetic minister, the 
Suta Vrisavarman, was sent to the abode of 
Death by Bhimasena, who displayed his 
superior prowess in battle. 


©, In the same way, the great king 


H 
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Paurava, possessing the power of the thou- 
sand elephants, was slain with all his 
attendants by Savyasachin, the son of 
Pandu. 


37. O great monarch, the great smiters 
of foes, the two thousand Vashati troops, as 
well as all the Surasenas possessed of great 
prowess, were slain in battle. 


38. The Abhishaha troops, ine mighty 
smiters ot foes, who are all clad in armour 
and most fierce in battle, as also the power- 
ful’car-warridrs, the Shivi soldiers, all were 
slain with the alingas. 


39. So also those other heroes, gradu- 
ally grown up in Gokula, who were most 
furious in battle, and had never turned their 
backs in the field, were slain by Savya- 
sachin. 

şo. Having approachel! Partha, many 
thousands of the Sreni warriors, as well as 
the army of the Samsaptakas, all these 
departed to the abode of Death. 


41. O powerful monarch, your brothers- 
in-law, the princes Vrishaka and Achala, 
displaying their mighty prowess in battle 
for your sake, were slain by Savyasachin. 


42. The Shalya king of mighty strength 
and active habits, who was a great bowman 
both in name and deeds, was slain in battle 
by Bhimasena. 


43. O powerful monarch, Aghovat and 
Vrihantha, both exerting themselves in bat- 
tle and displaying their prowess for the sake 


ot their friends, departed to the region of 
Death. 


44. So also, O ruler of earth, Kshema- 
dhurti, that best of the Car-warriors, was 


slain by Bhimasena in battle by means of 
his mace. 


45. Having wrought an immense slaugh- 
ter, then the great bowman king Jalasan- 
dha of mighty strength was slain in battle 
by Satyaki. 

46. Alayudha the lord of the Rakshasas 
who had a chariot drawn by arms, was sent 
to the abode of Yama by Ghatotkacha dis- 
playing his prowess in battle. 


47—49. The sons of Radha, the descen- 
dants of Suta, the mighty car-warriors, 
who are brothers to one another, the Kai- 
keyas, the Malabas, the Madrakas, the 
Dravidas who are most terrible in prowess, 
the Yodheyas, the Lalityas, the Kshudrileas, 
even the Usinaras, the Mavelyakas, the 
Vundikeras, the Sabitriputrakas, the men 
of the eastern, the northern, the western 
and the southern countries, all these, O 
sire, were slain by Savyasachin. 


50. A large body of foot-soldiers were 
slain, so also many millions of horses. And 
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a large number of ¢ar-warriors were killea. 
Many elephants of large shape and supe- 
tior kind fell in the battle, 


$1—52. Furnished with standards and 
Weapons, séveral herves decked in otna- 
ments, garments and armour, who Were of 
superior conduct and parentage, and poss- 
essed of Vreseverence, as well as other war- 
riors, Who, again, were of immeasurable 
strength, and desirous of each other’s fall, 
had, in course of great time, all béen 
slain in battle by Partha, who is indefati- 
gable in achievements, 


. 563. These and several other kings were 
slain with their followers by thousands. O 
monarch, thus I Have ariswered now what 
you asked me. 


54. Thus this destruciion was brought 
about, while Karna and Arjuna fought 
against each other; even .as Vritra was 
slain by Mohendra or as Ravana by Rama; 


53. Oras Nataka and Mura were slain 
by. Krishna in battle, or as Kartavirjya of 
mighty strength by Rama of the Vrigu 
race. 


56. That hero (Kartavirjya), who is in- 


‘capable of being vanquished, had fallen 


with all his friends and relatives, after hav- 
ing fought a great and terrible battle, re- 
nowned in the three worlds. 


_ 57. Mahisha.was slain by Skanda, as 
Andhaka by Rudra; even as that hero 
invincible in battle, was slain by Arjuna in 
& single engagement of ‘two cars’. 


58. O-king, that great smiter of enemies 
Karna, who was the hope of victory of all 
the Dhartarastras, and the cause of these 
hostilities, (was slain) with all his counsellors 
and friends. 


59. The- awful ocean has ñow bedn 
crossed over by the sons of Pandu. O great 
king, although you were told by all your 
well-wishing friends all this, yet you could 
not realise before the nature of this cala- 
mity, which has now befallen you, bringing 
about a great slaughter (of your trops): 


60, O monarch, it is by you, who are 
desirous of doing good to your sons, that 
mischiefs have been. wrought upon them, 
most covetous of kingdom as they are. 
The conséquence of those mischiefs have 
now come. 

_ Thus ends the fifth chapter, the speech of 
Sanjaya, of the Karna Parva. 


a_r 





CHAPTER VI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarasta said :— 


I. O soñ, you have related: which of my 
followers were slain in battle by the Panda 
vas. But now do you tel me, O Sanjaya, 
which of the Pandavas: were slain by the 
warriors of my side, 


Sanjaya said :— 

2. All the descendants of Kunti, exer- 
ting themselves with prowess in battle, and 
possessed of. great spirit and strength, was 
slain by Bhisma in battle with all their kins+ 
men and counsellors. 


3. The Narayanas, the Vallavas, the 
Ramas, and hundreds of other warriors, 
attached to the:Pandayas in tne field, were 
all slain by Bhishma in battle. 

4. Satyajit, who was like Kiritin (Arju- 
na, decked in diadem) fighting in the field, 
both in prowess, and strength, was slain in 
battle by Drona, who was of sure aim. 


5: All the mighty bowmen among the 
Pandavas; who were expert in battle, de- 
parted to the region of Death, after having 
fought with Drona. - 


6. So also, the old king Virata and 
Drupada, displaying their prowess in battle, 
were slain by Drona for sake of their ally, 
with alt their sons. 


7—9. O Lord, that invincible hero, 
Abhimanyu, who, as a boy, was lice Savya- 
sachin, Keshava, and Valadeéva, and who 
also was greatly skilled in battle, was sur- 
rounded by six of the most exalted of the 
car-warriors, and slain by them, after hives 
ing made an utter extermination of the 
enemies, when they (warriors) became in- 
capable of withstanding Arjuna. O power- 
ful monarch, the son of Dussasana, after 
having dispossessed the son of Subhadra 
of his car, who was still observing the duties 
of a Kshatriya. slew him in battle. 


Io.—11. The handsome slayer of Pata- 
chcharas, having been encompassed by a 
large force, exerted himself with great pro- 
wess for the sake of his ally; and along 
with Armashta,approached heroic Lakshana 
the son of Duryodhara, in battle; and, also 
Wavirig made an immense slaughter of the 
tierfiies, repaired to the abode of Death. 


12.. Vrihanta, that great bowman, who 
Was well 4cquainted with the use of Weapons, 
anid most invincible in battle, was sent to the 
regio of Yama by Dussasana showing forth 
his prowess in the field. . 


13: The tivo - princes, Manimat and 
Dandadhara, whe-were incapable of Being 
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vanguished in battle, and also phsicxerted 
themselves with prowess, were, for the sa 
of their friends, slain by Drona. 


14. So also, the mighty car-warrior 
Ansuman, the king of the Bhojas, was des- 
patched to the abode of Death with his 
soldiers by the son of Varadwaja, display- 
ing his prowess in battle. 


15. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
Chitrasena, dwelling in the sea-coast, was 
forcibly sent with his son, to the region of 
Yama by Samudrasena. 


16. O powerful monarch, Neela, the 
dweller of Anupa, and Vyaghradatta, en- 
dued with great prowess, both these were 
sent to the abode of Yama by Ashwa- 
thaman. 


17. After having wrought an immense 
Carnage, the two herves, Chitrayudha and 
Chitrayodhi, were slain in battle by 
Vikarna, who was well acquainted with 
the diverse means of stratagems, and dis- 
played immense prowess (in the field). 


18. Having been encompassed by the 
Kaikeya warriors, the king of the Kaikeyas, 
who was the peer of Vrikodara in battle, 
was slain by (his brother) Kaikeya showing 
forth his prowess in this encounter of 
brother against brother. 


19. O great monarch, that great wielder 
of mace, Janamejaya, the dweller of the 
hilly country, who was possessed of great 
energy, was slain by your son Durmulcha. 


20. O monarch, the two most exalted 
of persons, the two brothers known by the 
name of Rochamana (the bright), like two 
bright planets, were caused by Drona 


with his shafts, to repair at the same time 
to heaven, 


2. O ruler of earth, several 
monarchs, possessed of immense prowess, 
who were engaged in battle (on the side of 
the Pandavas), all repaired to the abode 
of Death, after having achieved the most 
terrible and difficult deeds, 


22. Purujit and Kuntibhoja, the two 
maternal uncles of Savyasachin, were sent 
by the shafts of Drona ‘to those regions 
that are attainable in battle. 


23. Having been encompassed by a 
larrge number of the Kashis, Abhivus, the 
king of the Kashis, was caused to lay down 


his body (ře, life) in battle by th 
Vasudana. } TN ae 


24. Having slaughtered hundreds of 
heroes, Amitaujah, Yudhamanyu, and 
Uttamanjah endued with Prowess, were all 
slain by our followers, 


other 


25. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
the Panchala Princes, Mitravarman and 
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Kshatradharmiin, those niizhtest bawmen, 
Were sent lo the abode of Yama by Drona, 


26. O respectable person, O monarch, the 
heroic son of Shikhandin, named Kshatra- 
deva, that foremost of warriors, was slain 
by your grandson, Lakshmana. 


27. The two heroes, possessed of mighty 
strength, Suchitra and Chitravarman, who 
are‘related to each other as father and son, 
roving about in tke field of battle, were 
slain by Drona. 


28. O great king, when all his weapons 
were exhausted, Vardhakshemi obtained in 
the end the superior kind of peace, even 
as the ocean at full tide becomes p'aceful 
after its (superfluous) water has been 
drained up. 


29. O great monarch, having destroyed 
innumerable enemies in battle, Senavindu, 
that foremost of the Kurus, was himself 
slain by Valhika the great Kourava prince. 


30. O powerful king, having achieved 
the most difficult feats, Dhristaketu that 
greatest car-warrior among the Chedis, 
departed to the abode of Death. 


31. So also, having wrought a carnage 
of the foes in battle for the sake of his 
ally, the Pandava army, heroic Satya- 
dhriti, who was possessed of great’ energy, 
was sent to tlie region of Yama. 


32. Having slaughtered the enemies in 
battle, the lord of the earth Suketu, the 


son of Sishupala, was slain by Drona in 
the field. 


33. Having achieved the tasks most 
dificult to perform, the sons of Virata, 
Sankha and Uttara of mighty strengtlis 
departed to the abode of Death. 


34. So also, Satyadhriti the chief of the 
Matshyas, and Powerful Madirashwa, and 

uryodatla of mighty prowess, were slaugh- 
tered by the shafts of Drona, 


35- O great king, having achieved the 
Most terrible tasks Srenimat, who was en- 
gaged in battle, and possessed of mighty 
prowess, had gone to the abode of Death. 


36. So also, O king, having been slain 
by Bhishma, the Magadha Prince, that 
slayer of heroes on the side of the foes, 
who displayed his Prowess in battle, and 
was highly acquainted with the use of 
Weapons, is now lying (in the field). 


37. Having made agreat slaughter in 
pales Vasudana was sent to the abode 
fo) 


ot xama, by the son of Varadwaja career- 
Ing in battle with reat prowess. 


38. These and several other mighty car- 
Warriors among the Pandavas were slain 
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by Drona displaying their prowess in battle. 
These are all that you had asked me. 


Thus ends the sixth chapter, the speech 
of Sanjaya, of the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER VII. 
(KARNA PARVA)— Continued, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. O Sanjaya, when the most exalted 
of my heroes were slain, I do not see the 
survival of the rest of the warriors où my 
side that had escaped the destruction. 


2. Having heard that those two mighty 
bowmen, the foremost of the Kurus, the 
heroic Bhishma and Drona, were slain for 
my sake, what necessity can I have for 
my life ? 

. Also I cannot*bear the fall of the son 
of Radha, who adorned the fielt of battle 
(by his presence), and whose strength of 
arms was equal to the power of ten thou- 
sand elephants. 


4. After the most heroic warriors on my 
side were slain in battle, O Suta, the best of 
speakers, do you relate to me which of my 
army are still alive unhurt. 


5. The names of those. who are slain 
to-day, had been described by you. But 
my opinion is that those who are still’ alive 
are now perhaps dead. 


Sanjaya said :— 

6. O monarch, the hero—to whom were 
given the four kinds of brilliant and mighty 
weapons of innumerable shapes, as well as 
various other celestial weapons by Drona 
the best of the regenerate persons, 


souled son of Drona,—who is most expert in 
military performances, light-handed, having 
steng weapons and the strongest fist among 
the boxers, and capable of shooting surely 
from a distance,—is still staying in the field 
most desirous ol fighting for your sake. 


8. That mighty car-warrior Kritavarman, 
that son of Hridika, the dweller of the 
country of Anarta, the most exalted of the 
Satwatas, that chief of the Bhojas himself is 
still staying in the field of battle, desirous of 
fighting for your sake, as he is well acquain- 
ted with the use of weapons. 


g—to. Having forsaken the sons of his 
own sister, the Pandavas, with the desire of 
making good his words. that son of Arta- 
yana, —who never trembles in battle, who 
is the head of all the warriors and the first 
of those on your side, who is possessed of 


7. That great car-warrior, the ] 


2 
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immense activity, and who has promised 
before Ajatasatru that he would destroy the 
energy of the son of Suta in battle, who is 
incapable of being vanquished, who is 
Shakra s peer in prowess,—that hero Shal- 
ya is still staying in the field desirous of 
fighting for your sake. 


ir, Attended by an excellent force 
consisting of the Ajaneyas, the Saindhavas, 
the High-landers, the dewellers of the river- 
basins, the Kambhojas, the Vanayus and 
the Valhikas, the king of the Gandharas, is 
still staying in the field desirous of fighting 
for your sake. 


12, O monarch, Gautama, the son of 
Shardwata, of great strength, and variously 
skilled in the use of innumerable weapons, is 
staying in the field desirous of fighting, up- 
holding an extraordinary bow capable of 
bearing a pretty great strain. 


13. Riding in the front part of his car, 
yoked?to beautiful horses and furnished with 
standards, the son of the king of Kekayas, 
that mighty bowman, that foremost of men, 
is standing on the field with the desire of 
fighting for your sake. 


14. O lord of men, riding on a car 
resembling the Sun or the fire in splendour, 
similarly your son, Purumitra, that best 
hero amongst the Kurus, is careering on 
the field, even as the Sun, shining brightly, 
wanders on the cloudless firmament. 


15. Riding on a car adorned with gold, 
Duryodhana of ‘mighty prowess, in the 
midst of a force consisting of the elephants, 
is staying on the field with all his heroic 
soldiers, ready for battling. 


16. Putting on an armour decked in 
gold, that foremost of persons, possessing 
the splendour of a lotus, shone in the midst 
of kings, like the fire sending out little smoke, 
or like the Sun rising after he has emerged 
from the clouds. 

17. Similarly, your sons, Sushena fur- 


nished with the sword and shield and the 
warlike Satyasena are still waiting on the 


| feld of battle with joy, and desirous of batt- 


ling for your sake. 


18. The modest princes of the Bharata 
race, namely Chitrayudha, Srutavarman, 
Jaya, Shala, Satyavrata and Dusshala, whe 
ire all endued with mighty strength, aie 
still staying in the field with the desire of 
battling. : 


19. The lord of the Kitavyas, that 
prince, that smiter of foes, who considers 
himself most heroic, and who is careering in 
the field accompanied by both infantry and 
cavalry, as well as by the elephant force and 
cars, is still in the ficld with the desire of 
fighting for your sake. 


’ 
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‘, 20. Those foremost of persons, those | 


mighty smiters of enemies, considering them- 
selves highly proud. the heroic Srutayus, 
Srutayudha, Chitrangada, and Chitravar- 
man, all of whom are «f sure aim, are simi- 
lailv staying in the field with the desire of 
battling. 


. 21. Satyasandha, the loftv-minded son 
of Karna, is still on the. field, desirons of 
battling. So also, O lord of men, two other 
sons of Karna, who are acquainted with the 
use of excellent weapons, and are light-han- 
‘ded, are both staying on the field with the 
desire of battling for your sake,being accom- 
panied by a large army incapable of being 
vanquished by a force of little prowess. 

22. O monarch, being “surrounded by 
these and several other chiefs, .who are all 
best of warriors, and are endued with im- 
measurable prowess,the Kuru king is Staying 
in the field, in the midst of an elephant 
force, with the object of winning victory ; 
even as Indra (stands in the midst of the 
celestials). 3 


Dhritarastra said :— 


23. All have been related to me in detail’ 
tis. who having escaped from the enemies 
are alive. From this I clearly understand 
which side will win the victory ; this may 
really be arrived at from facts. 


Vaishampayana said :— 


24—25. While Dhritarastra, 
Ambica, Was, thus. addressing, 
having heard that the most exalt 
heroic warriors on his side wer 
only a small portion of the w 
we he was plunged deep 
nis heart, too, was preatly a ita i 
Vhereafter, he (the king) kee es 
senseless, and addressed (after havi 
Covered his senses a little) Sa 
—'Do you Stop for a moment 


the son of 
and also 
ed of the 
Were siain and 
hole army was 
in sorrow, and 


r ng re- 
njaya, saying : 


‘Dhritarastra said :— 


; ae (9) son, having heard of this exceed- 
peel intelligence, my mind becomes 
Prii ee perplexed, „My mind (brain) as 
svell as the different limbs are growing para- 
lysed, which I am not able to uphold, 

27. Having nttered these w i 
M = words, Dlhij- 
a me an of Ambica, that relic 
arth, had wholly lost hjg 3 
down (upon the ground). A a ael 

Thus ends the Seventh 


he: : chapte 
of Sunjaya, tn the Karn Pap the speech 


a Parva, 


— 


MAHABITARATA, 


CHAPTER VIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued,. 


Janamejaya said :—- 


1. O foremost of regenerate persons, 
being consoled a little, what did the lord of 
kings say, when he heard of the death of 
Karna, as well as the fall of his sons? 


2. He (the monarch) attained exceed- 
ingly great uneasiness (in the mind) arising 
from the fault of his sons. Relate to me, as 
I ask you, what did he say at that time. 


Vaishampayana said :— 


3. Having heard of the death of Karna, 
which, being extraordinary, was incredible, 
which stupified the senses of all creatures, 
which was most dreadful, and which was 
like the downfall of the mountain of Meru, ' 


4. And which (the fall of Karna) was as 
impossible as the dullness of the intellect of 
highly energetic Vargava,and which, again, 
was like the defeat of Indra of formidable 
deeds at the hands of the enemies, 


5. And which (the fall of Karna), also, 
was like the falling of the highly blazing 
Sin upon the earth from the heaven, and 
which was as incomprehensible as the dry- 
ing up of the ocean, whose waters are never 
exhausted, ` 


6. And which (the fall of Karna), again, 
was as extraordinary as the total destruc- 
tion of the earth, the firmament, the differ- 
ent points of the horizon and the waters, 
and also as the fruitlessness of both virtuous 
and vicious acts, 


> And then having meditated most 
skillfully in the mind upon the slaying of 
Karna in battle in the similar manner, aud 
also having deeply thought upon this, viz., 
that his army was no more, 


8. And also having argued that the 
other creatures would be of the similar fate, 
Dhritarashtra, the lord of men, was burnt 
hy the fire of grief, and looked like a 
burning serpent, 


9: With paralysed limbs, sighing long, 


looking helpless, uttering —woe and alas 
and highly oppressed with sorrow, the 
great king Dhritarashtra, the son of 


Ambika, began to weep most bitterly. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


10. O Sanjaya, the warlike son of Adhi- 
ratha was possessed of the strength of a 
lion or an elephant; and his neck was 
like that of a bull; and. his eyes, 
peed and voice were also like those of a 
ull. 
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11. That young man of limbs as strong 
as the thunderbolt never desisted from bat- 
tle even with so great an enemy as Indra 
himself, even as a bull never desists from 
battle with another bull. 


12. Atthe sound of whose bowstring and 
at the roaring of whose arrowy showers, the 


men and horses (the infantry and the caval- | 


ry), the cars and elephants could not stand 
in the field of battle, 


13. Having taken refuge under the 
mighty arms of that imperishable slayer 
of innumerable foes, Duryodhana made 


enemies of the sons of Pandu, those great | 


car-wacriors. 


14. How could Karna, that foremost of 
car-warriors, that powerful hero, that one of 
mighty prowess, was slain in battle by force 
by the son of Pritha ? 


15. Placing confidence upon the strength 
of his own arms, he (Karna) always indeed 
did care neither for Achchuta, nor for Dha- 
nanjaya, nor for the whole of the Vrishni 
race nor for the other enemies. 


16. ‘In the feld of battle, alone I shall 
hurl down at once both the wielder of sha- 
ranga and the wielder of Gandiva bow,— 
who are unconquetable and are united to- 
gether,—-from their celestial cars.’ 


17. This (the above saying) he always 
uttered to Duryodhana, who was bad, 


darkened by avarice, foolish and desir- | 


ous of kingdom, and also who was highly 
afflicted. 


18. That hero (Karna) had subdued the 
unusually powerful and invincible enemies 
namely the Gandharas, the Madrakas, the 
Matshyas, the Trigartas, the Tanganas the 
Shashas, 
=- 19. And the Panchalas, the Vidahas, 
the [Xulindas, the Kashi-koshalas, the Su- 
hmas, the Angas, the Bangas, the Nisha- 
dhas, the Pundras, the Kichakas, 


20. And the Vatsyas, the Kalingas, 
the Taralas, the Ashmakas, and the Rishi- 
kas. In the days of yore, he subjugated 
these (above-mentioned) heroes in battle, 
and made them pay tribute (to us), 


21. By means of his sharpened and keen 
arrows, that were adorned with the Kanka 
feathers for the sake of Duryodhana's ag- 
grandisement. That one (Karna) was still 
waiting in the field for winning victory (for 
Duryodhana). 

22. How was that protector of armies 
(on my side), that one well-versed in the use 
of weapons, wis. Karna was slain in battle 
by the foes, the heroic sons of Pandu, who 
were possessed of immense strength ? 


23. Indra is the foremost of the celestials 
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even as [Karna is the best amongst men. In 
this world we have not heard of a third one, 
who was the most exalted like them. 


24. Uchchaisravas is the best of all horses, 
Vaisravana is the best of the Yakshas; and 
Indra is the foremost ef the celestials; so 
also Karna is the best of all smiters, 


25. Having been unsubdued by the 
heroic and mightest monarchs of immense 
prowess, he then subjugated the entire 


earth for the agyrandisement of Duryo- 
dhana. 


26. Having obtained his (Karna's) alli- 
ance, by means of conciliating terms, by 
paying honours and wealth to him, and also 
by speaking gloriously of him, the king of 
Magadha had opposed all the Kshatriyas of 
the world excepting the Kaurayas and the 
Jadavas. 

27. Having heard of the slaughter of 
that Karna by Savyasachin in a single 
combat I am plunged deep in the ocean of 
grief, even as a ship-wrecked one (is plung- 
ed) in the vast sea. ‘ 

28. Having heard of the fall of that beet 
of men, that foremost of car-warriors, in a 
single combat, I am plunged in the ocean of 
grief, even as a person without a boat (is 
plunged) in the sea. 


29. O Sanjaya, when having been af- 
flicted with such a grief as this, I do not die, 
I suppose that my heart is harder than the 
thunderbolt, and most impenetrable. 


30. O Suta, having heard of this utter 
deteat of kinsmen, relatives and friends, 
what other person in this world except my- 
self would not give up his life ? 


31. I desire (to swallow) poison, (to be 
burnt in) fire, and the fall from the summit 
of a mountain; for | am indeed unable, O 
Sanjaya, to bear the grief and pain. 


Thus ends the eighth chapter, the Speech 
of Dhritarashtra, in the Karna Parva. 


—_ 


CHAPTER IX. 


(KARNA PARVA).—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. The sages consider you to be equal 


| to Yayati, the son of Nahusha, in beauty, 


in lineage, in celebrity, in austerity and in 
the knowledge about the Shastras. 


2. O monarch, you are equal to a great 
sage in learning; and you are highly suc- 
cessful in respect of all actions. So be you 
concentred in self, and let not your heart be 
plunged in sonow. 
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Dhritarashtra said :— 

3. I consider Destiny to be superior, 
and human effort to be fruitless; for the 
reason that Karna. who was like a Sal 
tree, was slain in battle. 


4. caving slain the entire force of Yu- 
dhisthira as well as the car-warriors of the 
Panchala race, and having afflicted, by the 
showers of arrows, the men in the different 
directions of the horizon, 


5. And alsohaving rendered the Parthas 
senseless in battle, even as Indra with the 
thunderbolt in his hand, stupifying the 
Asuras, how has that great car-warrior 
(Karna) been slain in battle, who now lies 
dead (in the field} like a large tree up- 
rooted by the wind. 


6. I do not find the end of my sorrow 
like tha. of the overflowed ocean. My 
anxieties «re growing more acute; and the 
desire for -eath has beewprowing in me, 


7. Having heard of the intelligence of 
the slaughter of Karna and the victory 
of Falguna. To me, O Sanjaya, the death 
or Karna, seems to be incredible. 


8. Really, my heart is pretty well hard 
and seems to be made up of the essence 
of the thunder-bolt, because it does not 
split up into thousand pieces on my hear- 
ing of the death of Karna. 


. Indeed, my life was ordained before 
(my birth) to be pretty long by Destiny ; 
since, when having heard of the slaugter 
of Karna, I am still alive, although 1 am 
higbly afflicted with grief. © Sanjaya, let 
there be shame to this iny life, who am 
deprived of friends. 


to, O Sanjaya, I have been reduced 
to-day to this hateful condition, Fvolish 
as I am and subject to universal pity, 
eae (hereafter) have to lead a miserable 
ife. 


11. O Suta, having at first been highly 
esteemed by all people, how shall I, being 
vanquished by the enemies, be able to hold 
my life? 


12. O Sanjaya, on the death of Bhishma, 
Drona, and the lofty-minded Karna, I 
have attained tothe greatest sorrow and 
calamity. 


13. When the son of Suta was slain in 
battle, I do not see the end (vis. that any 
one on my side will escape the slaughter); 
since he, indeed, O Sanjaya, was the best 
means of crossing over (this ocean of hos- 
tilities) to my sons. 


14. While that hero was showering 
forth innumerable arrows, he was slain in 
barde. Without that loeremost of persons 
what necessity have I fur my file” 
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1s. Having been highly afflicted with 
the showers of arrows, the son of Adhi- 
ratha, indeed, fell down from his car, like 
the summit of a mountain, splitup by the 
fall of the thunder-bolt. 


16, Surely having adorned the earth, 
be, besmeared with blood, sleeps in the 
ground, like an elephant killed by an in- 
furiate lord of elephants. 


17. That Karna who had been the 
strength of all the Dhartarashtras and who 
had been the object of terror to the Pan- 
davas, and who, again, had been the type 
of the best of all bowmen, was slain by 
Arjuna, 


18. That heroic and mighty bowman, 
conferred fearlessness on my sons; and that 
warlike one, being in battle, lies on the 
ground like a mountain pierced by the 
lord of the celestials. 


19. The realisation of the end of Duryo- 
dhana is even like the walking of the lame, 
and like the fulfilment of the desires of 
the poor, and also like straying out of the 
water drops from the mouth of the thirsty. 


20. Actions considered in one way turn 
out differently. Alas, Destiny is really 
powerful, and Time is insuperable ? 


21. O Suta, how was my son Dussa- 
sona slain, while that one of low spirit, 
that wretched one of little prowess, was 
fiying away from the battle ? 


_ 22. Oson, O Suta, has he not acted 
In a cowardly manner? Was not that 
hero slain, even as the other Kshatriyas 
were slain ? 


23. The stupid Duryodhana did not 
accept the constant advice of Yudhisthira 
vizs, do not fight, which was like the 
wholesome drug. 

t 


24. Being asked for water by Bhishma, 
lying on his arrowy bed, Partha of great 
fame pierced the surface of the earth. 


25. Having seen the torrent of water 
(flowing from the surface of the earth 
caused by the son of Pandu, that mighty- 
armed hero addressed him saying :-—' O 


Son, do you conclude peace with the Pan- 
davas.’ 


26. Stop all hostilities, and then there 
will be peace. 


with my death, 
over the earth in 
sons of Pandu. 


Let your war be concluded 
Do you enjoy sovereignty 
brotherly feelings with the 


ear Having disregarded the advice of 

that one of long foresight, my son is surely 

repenting. that advice of his is now realised 
| inte its effect, 
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28. O Sanjaya, I, who am deprived of 
counsellor and sons, have, too, obtained 
great misery consequent upon the game at 
dice, like a bird shorn of its wings. 


29. O Sanjaya, even as the playful boys 
having cought à bird and torn off its wings 
most cheerfully let it go, 


30. And whose (the bird's) flight does 
not become possible in consequence of the 
loss of its wings; so I have become 
(motionless) like the bird deprived of its 
wings. 

31. NowI am weak, destitute of all 
resources, and deprived of all kinsmen, and 
left by my friends,'and also I am poor, and 
possessed by my foes: To what point of 
the horizon shall I depart ? 


32. Who subdued all the Kamvojasd an 
the Amvashtas along with the Kakeyas, 
and the Gandharas, and the Videhas ; and 
having defeated them in battle for the fulfil- 


‘ment of his wishes, 


33. That lord subdued the entire earth 
for the aggrandisement of Duryodhana. 
But he himself {was subdued by the heroic 
Pandavas of immense capacity and mighty 
arms. 


34. When that mighty bowman Karna 
was slain in battle by the holder of Kiriti 
(Arjuna), what other heroes were still 
waiting in the feld. Tell me this, O San- 
jaya, 

35. Was he not alone and forlorn, while 
slain by the Pandavas in battle? O son, 
it was told by you beforehand how the 
heroes my side were slain. š 


36. Shikhandin slew in battle, by means 
of the best of his darts, that great wielder of 
all weapons, Bhishma, who did not care for 


repelling the foes. 


37. So also, O Sanjaya, by Dhrista- 
dyumna, the son of Drupada, lifting up his 
sword, was slain that mighty bowman 
Drona, practising severe asceticism, who, 
being already pierced by innumerable wea- 
pons had put aside all his weapons in 
battle. X 

38. I have, indeed, heard of this, viZ, 
that these two, Bhishma and Drona, were 
slain at a disadvantage and especially by 
means of a stratagem. 

39. Surely even the wielder of the thun- 
derbolt (Indra) himself can not slay in bat- 
tle by just means both Bhishma and Drona, 
while contending in battle. Indeed, that I 
tell you truly. 

40. While Karna was engaged in throw- 
ing down his innumerable celestial weapons 
in battle, how could Death touch that hero 
who was like Indra himself ? 
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41. Purandara awarded to that here, in 
exchange for his ear-rings, that celestial 
dust that had the splendour of lightning, 
and also that was decked in gold and capa- 
ble of destroying the foes. 


42. Whose ‘that heroe’s) celestial arrow, 
known by the name of Snake-mouthed, that 
was decked in gold and besmeared with soft 
sandal and also that was capuble of slay- 
ing the enemies, was always laid up in tie 
quiver. 

43. Having disregarded fhe heroic great 
car-warriors with Bhishma and Drona at 
their head, that hero, O mighty mon- 
arch, learnt the use of the Brahma weapon 
from the son of Jamadagni. 


44. Having seen the great warriors, with 
Drona at their head, deeply pierced by the 
arrows, and turning away from the battle, 
that mighty-armed one had severed the bow 
of the son of Subhadra by means of his 
sharp arrows. 


45. Having deprived, all on a sudden, 
Bhimasena of his car, who was of never- 
failing energy and had the speed of wind 
and the strength of ten thousand elephants, 
that (mighty-armed) one afterwards laugh- 
ed at him. 


46. laving subdued Sahadeva by means 
of his sharp and straight arrows, and also 
having deprived him of his car, he did not 
slay him out of kindness and feelings of vir- 
tue. 

47. He had slain, by means of his arrow 
given to him by Shakra, Ghatotkacha, the 
lord of the Rakshasas, who had made a 
thousand illusions, and who was most desir- 
ous of victory. 

48. How could that hero be slain in bat- 
tle, with whom even Dhananjaya was afraid 
to engage in a single combat tor several 
days. 

49. When his car was not broken, nor 
his bow was cut off, nor his weapons were 
exhausted, how could he (Karna), therefore, 
be slain by the enemies ? 


50. Who, indeed, was able to subdue 
Karna in battle, that foremost of persons, 
possessed of the speed of a tiger, while that 
mighty bowman was shaking his bow, 
and shooting forth his terrible arrows, 
and exausting his celestial weapons in 
battle. 

51. Surely his bow-string was torn; his 
car was engulfed in the earth ; and his wea- 
pons were aii spent, because you tell me 
that he was slain. Indeed, I do not find 
any other cause of his slaughter. 


2. ‘I will not have my feet washed, so. 
long as 1 do not slay Falguna.’ This was 
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highly the terrible vow of the high-souled 
one. 

53. Being afraid of him, the foremost of 
persons Yudhisthira, the royal impersona- 
tion of justice, could not enjoy sleep, while 
exiled in the forest, for a period of thirteen 
years. 

54. Relying upon the prowess of thal 
high-souled hero of great energy, my son 
forcibly dragged the wife of the Pandavas 
to the assembly -hall. 


55. There in the midst of that ass embly, 
that one (Karna) called the Princess of 
Panchala, in the very sight of the Panda- 
vas and also in the presence of all the 
Kuru's, the wife of slaves. 

56, ‘O Krishna (Panchalee), ‘all your 
husbands are no more; and if they really 
exist, they are more like the sessame seeds 
without the kerna, So do you, O beauti- 
ful lady, choose an: *her husband.’ 

57. ‘That person of the Suta race had 
made, in anger, Krishna listen to these 
harsh expressions in the midst of the 


assembly. How was he slain by the 
enemies ? 
58, That hero, having disregarded the 


severe touch of the shots from the Gundiva 
bow, addressed Krishna, saying,—'Doubt- 
less you have no husbands;’ and he 


also cast his glance upon the sons of 
Pritha. 


59. Again, O Sanjaya, placing confi- 
dence upon the strength of his own arms, 
that hero had no fear even for a moment, 
aroused by the sons of Pritha, accompanied 


as they were by their sons and Janardana 
himself. 


60. I donot consider that his slaughter 
can ever be brought about by all the celes- 
tials, rushing against him, headed by Va- 
shava himself. Again, O son, how can it 
be by the Pandavas ? 


61. While that son of Atiratha had 
touched the bow-string and puton his fen- 
ces, surely there was no person, who 


could be bold enough to stand up in his 
front. 


62. Indeed, the earth might be deprived 
of the splendour of the Moon and the rays 
of the Sun; but the slaughter of tne lord of 
men who did never turn away from the field 
could not be possible in battle. 


63. Having been assisted by that hero 
as well as by his brother Dussasana, that 
my evil-souled and wicked-minded son had 
resolved upon to reject the proposals of Va- 
sudeva himself. 


64. I consider that my son, having wit- 
nessed the fall of Karna of bull-like should- 
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ers, and also having seen the slaughter of 
Dussasana, is surely lamenting. 

65. Having seen that the son of Vikar- 
tana was slain by Savyasachin in a singie 
combat, and that the Pandavas were 
victorious, what, indeed, did Duryodhana 
say? 

66. Having seen that both Durmarsana 
and Vrishasena were slain in battle, and 
also having witnessed that his army being 
slaughtered by the mighty cat-warriors, 
was dispersed, 

67. And, again, having seen that the 
kings (in his side), most unwilling to fight, 
were turning away from the field of battle 
and having beheld the great car-warriors 
already fled, I think my son is now 
surely lamenting. 


68. What did that undaunted, proud, 
and evil souled Duryodhana of uncontrolled 
passions say, after beholding his army 
grown pretty well dispirited ? 

69. Although having been forbidden by 
the friends, yet himself having created 
this fierce hostility, what did Duryodhana 
say, after beholding the slaughter of in- 
numerable soldiers in battle? 


go. Having seen that his brother 
was slain in battle, and his blood was 
drunk by Bhimasena, what did Duryo- 


| dhana say ? 


71. He (my son) said in the midst of 
the assembly-hall with the king of the 
Gandharas that Karna would slay Arjuna 
in battle. But now having seen that hero 
slain, what did he (Duryodhana) say ? 


72. O son, when Karna was slain, what 
did Sakuni, the sun of Suvala, having at 
first played at dice with a cheerful heart 
and deceived the son of Pandu, say ? 


73- Beholding the son of Vikartana 

(slain in battle), what did that son of 
Hridika, Kritavarman, that mighty bow- 
man, that great car-warrior amongst the 
Satwattas, say ? 
_ 74. Most willing to acquire a knowledge 
in archery, the Brahmanas, the Kshatriyas 
and the .Vaisyas received instructions of 
that highly intellectual son of Drona. 

75- O Sanjaya, what did that youth- 
ful, that handsome-looking, that highly 
famous Ashwathaman, endued with beauty, 
say, when he saw Iarna slain in battle ? 


76. What did that son of Sharadwatta, 
Kripa of the Gotama race, that mighty 
car-warrior, that teacher of archery, say 
when he saw Karna slain in battle? 


77—79: On beholding the slaughter of 
Karna, what did the king of Madras, that 
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mighty bowman, that ornament of as- 
semblies, Shalya of the Shauvira tribe, 
that foremost of charioteers engaged in 
driving away the car (of Karna), that lead- 
ing chief of the Madra warriors, who was 
possessed of mighty ‘strength, say ? And 
again, O Sanjaya, what did the other war- 
riors, who with difficulty could be vanquish- 
ed, as well as all the kings of the earth, 
who had come with the desire of figting, 
say, when they beheld the slaughter of 
the son of Vikartana ? 


89. When that hero, that foremost of the 
car-warriors, that best among men, Drona 
was slain (in battle), who, O Sanjaya, had 
been the leaders of the several divisions of 
the army in succession ? 


81. O Sanjaya, do you relate to me, 
how Shalya, the king of the Madras, that 
best among all the car-warriors, was en- 
gaged as the charioteer of the son of 
Vikartana ? 


82. While the son of Suta was fighting, 
who were the persons guarding his right 
wheel, and those who protected his left, 
and again, who were they that guarded his 
back. 


83. What heroes did not forsake Karna, 
and what mean-minded men flew away 
from him? While you had been present 
inthe field, how could that mighty car- 
warrior be slain in battle ? 


84. How could. the heroic and great 
car-warriors oppose the Pandavas, who 
were pouring forth showers of arrows like 
the clouds pouring forth drops of water. 


85. O Sanjaya, do you relate to me, | 


how then could that celestial Snake-mouth- 
ed arrow, that best one of its kind, be- 
come of no avail? 


86. When the best of the leaders wer: 
slain, | do not see, O Sanjaya, that even 
some of the soldiers on my side, who had 
already lost their courage, will survive (the 
terrible slaughter). 


87. Indeed, those two heroes, the great 
bowmen, were ready to give up their lives 
for my sake. Hearing of their (Bhishma 
and Drona) death, what use have I of my 
ife ? 


88. Again and again, I cannot bear 
that Karna should be slain by the Pan- 
davas; for whose strength of arms is equal 
to that of ten thousand elephants. 


89. O Sanjaya, relate to me in detail 
what had happened in the battle that raged 
between the mighty heroes among men, 
namely, the Kauravas, and their enemies, 
when Drona was slain, 


go. Relate tome also how the sons of 
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Kunti conducted the battle with Iarna, 
and do you tell;me, again, how that slayer 
of enemies became quiet (was slain) in 
battle. 


Thus ends the ninth chapter, the re- 
pentance of Dhritarashtra, in the Karna 
Parva. 





CHAPTER X. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continted. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O Descendant of the Bharata race, 
when, in that day, that mighty bowman 
Drona was slain in battle, and when again, 


the objects of that mighty car-warrior were 
unfulfiled ; 


2. And when, O great king, the army 
of the Kauraves, that was like the vast 
ocean, had fled away, the son of Pritha, 
having arranged his own troops properly 
waited in the field with all his brothers. 


3. O foremost of the Bharata race, 
your son having seen him staying in the 
field, and also having witnessed his own 
army flying away from the battle, forbade 
them run away in the most encouraging 
terms. 


4. Then with the confidence in the 
strength of his own arms, having arranged 
his own army in a regular position, and 
O descendant of the Bharata race, having 
fought for a while with the Pandavas, 


5- Who had attained their objects, and 
who were the most cheerful enemies, and 
who, again, were engaged for pretty long 
time in battle, he, on the approach of the 
evening, caused the army of the enemies 
to withdraw. 


6. Thereupon having drawn the troops 


| and entered into their own encampment, 


the sons of Kuru held a consultation among 
themselves for their own welfare. 


7. They had seated themselves in the 
most excellent seats, and valuable couches 


‘furnished with beautiful coverlets, even as 


the celestials take their seats on the most 
pleasant bows. 

8. Thereupon king Duryodhana address- 
ed these mighty bowmen in the most agree- 
able and pleasant terms, and spoke them in 
a way most suited to the time. 


Duryodhana said :— 

~ O monarchs, all of you are the best 
of the intellectual persons; do you at 
once give your individual opinions” as to 
what is necessary or what is unneces- 
sary under the present circumstances, 
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Sanjaya said :— 


to. When these words had been uttered 
by the lord of men, then the foremost of 
princes, who had seated themselves on the 
throne, and were most willing to fight, 
began to make various gestures (expressive 
of their heroism) 

11. Having understood the gestures of 
‘those, who were ready to sacrifice their 
lives in the battle, and having beheld the 
face of the king, that had the splendour of 
the newly rising Sun, 

12. ‘The highly intellectual son-of Achar- 
ya, who was versed in speech, spoke these 
words: ‘Zeal, perseverence, as also skill- 
fulness and diplomacy,—these have been 
declared by the learned men to be the 
principal expedients of accomplishing ends, 
—which, again, are wholly dependent upon 
Destiny.’ 


13. Those foremost of men, the mighty 
car-warriors, on our side, who had been 
like the celestials, and who were acquainted 
with the principles of government, and who 
were most persevering, skilful, and devot- 
ed, were all slain in battle. 


14. In spite of all these, there should 
be no disappointment as regards victory. 
For, Destiny could be made favourable, if 
we can take recourse to the honest princi- 
ples comprehensive of all the expedients. 


15. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
we shall, therefore, install Karna, that 
best of men, endowed with all the good 
qnalities, as the’commander of the army. 


16. Having made Karna the comman- 
der of our force, we shall be in a position to 
destroy all the enemies. Because this hero, 
who is possessed of immense strength, and 
who is acquainted with the use of weapons, 
and who cannot easily be vanquished, and 
who is like Death himself, and who is irres- 
istible, is capable of subduing the enemies 
in battle. 


17. O king, having heard these (words) 
from the son of the preceptor, then your son 
had entertained great hopes in respect to 
Karna. ; 


18. When both Bhishma and Drona have 
been slain, Karna will surely then defeat 
the Pandavas. O descendant of the Bha- 
rata race, having cherished this hope in his 
heart, and also having comforted himself, 


19. Thereupon king Duryodhana was 
exceedingly gratified to hear his words, 
that were fraught with delight and rever- 
ence, that were also beneficial to himself 
and true, and most pleasant. 


20, Then hav ing secured the steadiness 
of his mind, and relied upon the strength of 
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his own arms, the most powerful king 
Durvodhana spoke these words to the son 
of Radha = 


21. ‘O Karna, I know your strength, as 
well as great intimacy that you entertain 
for myself. In spite of all that, O mighty- 
armed one, | will tell you some words that 
are beneficial to yourself. 


22. O hero, youare the greatest sage, 
and you are always my highest protection 
as well. Now, having heard my words, do 
whatever you desire, or whatever you like 


„most. 


23. My two great generalissimos, Bhish- 
ma and Drona, those car-warriors of the 
first class, have been already slain in battle. 
You are more powerful than either of them. 
Now should you be installed as the com- 
mander of my army. 


24. Indeed, those two mighty bowmen 
were very old;-and they were favourably 
disposed towards Dhananjaya. In despite 
thereof, O son of Radha, those two heroes 
were selected by me as the generalissimo 
of my army at your word. 


25. Beholding their connexion of grand- 
father with themselves, the sons of Pandu, 
O father, were. saved in that formidable 
battle by Bhisnma for ten consecutive days. 


26. When you had laid aside your arms, 
Bhishma of mighty prowess was slain in 
battle by Falguna, who had placed Shikh- 
andin in his front 


27. When that great bowman had fallen, 
and lain down on the bed of arrrows, it was 
then, O foremost of men, that Drona was 
appointed as the commander (of the army) 
at your request. > 


28. My opinion is, that by that hero, 
too, the sons of Pritha were saved (from the 
hand of Death) in consideration that the 
latter were the pupils of the former. But 
even that old man, again, was speedily 
slain (in battle) by Dhristadyumna. 


29. Reflecting for a while, I do not see 
any other person, like yourself, of more im- 
measurable’prowess than those two best of 
warriors, who are already slain in battle. 


_30. At present you are able to obtain 
victory for ourselves. There is no doubt 
about it. In accordance therewith you 
have rendered good to us both before and 
after, as well as in the middle. 


31. You should, like the commander of 
the force, bear all Ibe burden in battle. So, 


should you be installed as the general by 
yourself. 


32. Therefore, do you maintain this 
force of Dhritarashtra, even as lord Skan- 
da of eternal energy, the leader of the 
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celestials, maintain the celestial force. Do 
you slay all the foes, even as Mahendra 
slays the Danavas. 


33. When the most powerful car-warri- 
ors,the Pandavas, will see you waiting in the 
field of battle, they will surely fly away with 
all the Panchalas, even as the Danavas fly 
away, beholding Vishnu. Consequently, O 
foremost of men, do you command this 
mighty force. 

34. When you will stay in the field, all 
those Pandavas of wicked soul with their 
allies, the Panchalas, and the Srinjayas, all 
will run away from the field. 


35. So, do you exterminate all the enemi- 


es, even as the risen Sun, burning by his | 


own energy, destroys the awful darkness. 


Sanjaya said :— 

36. That after the slaughter of both 
‘Bhishma and Drona, Karna would surely 
subdue the Pandavas,—this hope, O king, 
of your son was found to be very great. 


37. Having entertained in the mind that 
strong hope, he then addressed Karna say- 
ing thus: “O son of Suta, the son of Pritha 
would never fight, staying before you (in the 
field).” 


Karna said :— 

38. O son of Gandhari, this was already 
told by me before you, namely that I would 
subdue all the Pandavas with their sons, 
and with Janardana, too. 


39. I will be your generalissimo, there 
is no doubt about it. O powerful monarch, 
have peace. And do you think the Panda- 
vas were already conquered. 


Sanjaya said :— 

40. O great monarch, on his being thus 
addressed, king Duryodhana stood up with 
all other monarchs, like Indra of one hun- 
dred sacrifices with the celestials, in order 
to pay respect to Karna, as,the commander 
of his force, even as the gods do to lord 
Skanda. 

41. Thereupon, O monarch, all the kings, 
at the head of whom was Duryodhana, who 
were most desirous of victory, installed 
‘Karna (in the general-ship of army), accor- 
ding to the rites ordained by Providence. 

2. By the offerings of gold and earthen 
TER filled with er sanctified with the 
holy expressions (the Mantras),and of the 
tusks of elephants, and the horns of rhino- 
ceroses and well-constituted bulls, - 

43. And alco by the offerings of other 
vessels overlaid with jewls and gems, and 
of fragrant herbs. He (Karna) at that time 


seated himself at ease ona seat made of 


3 





Udumvara wood, and covered over with a 
piece of silken cloth. 


44. The Barhmanas, the Kshatriyas, the 
Vyaishyas, as well as the Sudras of high 
social position began to praise that lofty- 
minded one, who was installed, with the 
offerings of articles collected according to 
the rites enjoined by the Shastras, in that 
highest position. : 


45. Thereupon, being thus installed, O 
lord of monarchs, the son of Radha, that 
slayer of the most war-like enemies, wor- 
shipped the foremost of the regenerate per- 
sons by the offerings of gold, kine and other 
wealth ; and thereby caused them to say 
benedictions to him. 


46. O foremost of men, the bards and 
the twice-born persons uttered these words 
to him:—" Do you subdue the sons of Pritha, 
with Govinda and with their principal atten» 
dants in that fermidable battle. 


47. O son of Radha, do you slay the 
sons of Pritha, along with the Panchalas, 
that we may win victory, even as risen 
Sun always destroys the thick gloom by his 
terrible rays. 


48. The faithless sons of Pandu with 
Keshava, can not indeed bear with the 
sight of the arrows shot by you, even as it 
is most intolerable to look at the burning 
tays of the Sun. 


49. Having put on all the weapons, the 
sons of Pritha, along with the Panchalas, 
will not be able to stay before you in the 
field, even as the Danavas are not able to 
stand before Indra (in battle). 


so. Having been thus installed in the 
generalship, the son of Radha of unparal- 
leled radiance surpassed allin beauty and 
splendour like a second Sun, 


51. Having installed the son of Radha 
in the leadership (of the army), theteupon, 
your son, insisted upon by Death as it were, 
considered himself most successful. 


52. O monarch, Karna, the subduer of 
enemies, having obtained this leadership, 
ordered for arranging the troops in battles 
array towards the rising of the Sun. 


53- O descendant of the Bharata race, 
Karna, having been surrounded by your 
sons in the battle, looked resplendent, even 
as “the lord Skanda, encompassed by all 
the celestials, looked radiant in the battle, 
wherein the Asura Taraka, like an evil, was 
sought to be defeated. 


Thus ends the tenth chapter, the instal« 
lation of Karna, in the Karua Parva, 
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CHAPTER XI. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


—2, Having attained the generalship 
of the army, and been addressed by the 
king himself in sweet and brotherly terms, 
and thereupon having ordered the troops 
to be arranged in battle-array towards the 
rise of the Sun, relate to me, O Sanjaya, 
what did the highly intellectual son of Vi- 
kartana, Karna, do at that time. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. O foremost of the Bharata race, your 
sons, having understood the object of Karna, 
ordered for the arrangement of the troops, 
followed by a joyful music of various ins- 
truments, 


4. Towards the close of the night, O 
Jord of earth, a loud noise arose from amo- 
ngst your soldiers, saying ‘array—and— 
array.” 2 


s—6. Thereupon, Q lord of the world, 
there was a terrible uproar of the best of 
elephants and cars overlaid with beautiful 
coverlets, whilst they were being equipped, 
and of the infantry crying out in joy, of the 
horses, whilst being harnessed and of.the 
warriors, whilst moving to and fro, shout- 
‘ing toone another in mirth. The uproar 
was so very great that it reached the very 
heavens. 


7—9: Thereupon the son of Suta ap- 
peared on the field of battle, mounted upon 
acar furnished with innumerable flags and 
white standards, drawn by horses as white 
as cranes, ornamented with a flag bearing 
the design of an elephants rope, filled with 
one hundred quivers, and, again, furnished 
with mace andjwooden fence, supplied with 
the Shataghnts, rows of bells, shafts, lances 
and ‘spears, loaded with several excellent 
bows, and haviny had the splendour of the 
resplendent Sun, and himself wielding a 
batow bound with gold in the ck. E 


10. O monarch, (Karna then began) to 
blow his conch adorned with a net-work of 
gold, and also to shake his terrible bow 
studded with gold. 


11. Having seen Karna, that mighty 
bowman, that foremost of car-wariiors, who 
was Seated on his car, and also was like the 
risen Sun destroying the thick darkness, and 
who also was inapproachable. 


12. None or the Kauravas, © sire, O 
foremost of persons, considered the fall of 
either Bhishma, or Drona, or: other war- 
riors to be a loss at the time. 


13. Thereupon, @ œe, Karna, having 
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ordered the warriors to make haste by 
the sound of his conch, led the vast army 
of the Iauravas. 


14. Then Karna, that powerful bowman, 
that smiter of enemies, having arranged the 
troops in the from of a Makara, started 
against the Pandavas with the object of 
winning victory (over them). 


15. O king, Karna placed himself in the 
tip of the beak of that Makura; and the 
heroic Shakuni and the great car-warrior 
Uluka were stationed in both the eyes. 

16. ‘The son of Drona was stationed in 
the head; and all the uterine brothers were 
in the neck. King Duryodhana was sta- 
tioned in the middle, surrounded by a large 
force. 


17. O lord of kings, Kritavarman was 
placed in the left foot, who was attended by 
the Narayana-army, nainely the Gopalas, 
most difficult to be vanquished in battle. 


18. O king, the son of Gotama, possess- 
ed of the unbaffled prowess, was stationed iu 
right foot, encompassed by the most power- 
ful bowmen, the /lrigartas, and the troops 
from the south. 


19. There Shalya was placed in left 
hind-foot accompanied by a vast army re- 
cruited from the country of the Madras. 


20. O great king, Sushena of certain 
resolution was stationed in the right hind- 
foot, encompassed by a force of one thou- 
sand cars and three hundred elephats. 


21. Lhereupon the two royal brothers, 
Chitra and Chitrasena, of immese prowess 
having been accompanied by a vast army, 
stood in the tail (of the Makara). 


22. O lord of kings, when Karna, that 
best of persons had started for battle, the 
king of righteousness (Yudhisthira) beheld 
Dhananjaya, and addressed him saying :— 

23. “O heroic son of Pritha, behold how 
the army of Dhritarashtra was arranged 
in hattle-array by Karna, and encompass- 
ed by the most heroic car- warriors. 

24. Indeed, the best of the heroes 
amongst the vast army of Dhritarashtra 
were all slain before. O mighty armed one, 
only the feeble ones ares live, who are in 
My opinion as worthless as the straw. But 
in the whole force one mighty bowman, 
namely, the son of Suta, is shining 
brilliantly. 

25. That foremost of car-warriors is in- 
capable of being defeated by the three 
worlds, both mobile and immobile, along 


with the Gods, Asuras, the Gandharvas, 
the Kinnaras, and the Nagas. 


i 26. O mighty-armed Phalguna, having 
slain him to-day,fyou will surely win victory 
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and the great thorn, pierced in my heart 
for twelve years, will now also be rooted 
out. Understanding this, O mighty armed 
one, do yon arrange the troops in battle- 
array according to your desire. 


27. Having heard the word of his brother, 
the Pandava (the third brother), conveyed 
by white horses, arranged his army in the 
form of the half moon against the face 
of the enemies’ force. 


28. Thereupon, Bhimasena was stationed 
in the left side of that, (half-moon); and 
the mighty bowman, Dhristadyumna, was 
placed in the right. 

29. In the middle (of that half-moon 
arrangement) both the monarch and the 
Pandava Dhananjaya were stationed. But 
Nakula and Shahadeva were placed in the 
rear of the king of righteousness (Yudhis- 
thira.) È 

go. The two Panchala chiefs, Yudha- 
manyu fand Uttamanjas, who were the 

uards of the wheels of the car (of Arjuna), 
did not forsake him in battle, as they were 
supported, by the diadem-decked one 
(Arjuna.) 

“31. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
the rest of the heroic princes, who were 


-all clad in armour, were stationed in the. 


different positions of the array allotted to 
them according to.their respective zeal and 
earnestness. 


32. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
the Pandavas, as well as the mighty bow- 
men in your side, having arranged their 
troops in the array of battle in the above 
manner, directed their mind towards the 
battle. 


33. Having witnessed your army ar- 
ranged in battle by the son of Suta, the 
son of Dhritarashtra (Duryodhana), with 
all his kinsmen, considered the Pandavas 
to be slain. 

34. O lord of men, in the similar way, 
Yudhisthira, having’ observed the troops 
in the side of the Pandavas arranged in 
battle-arcay, considered the army of Dhri- 
tarashtra to be surely slain along with 
Karna himself. 

35. Thereupon conches, kettle-drums, 
tabours, and drums of large size, and 
cymbals and other instruments, such as 
Dindimas and Fharfharas were begun to 
be blown and struck on every side. 

36. O monarch, there was a loud sound 
of musical instruments amongst the*soldiers 
on both the sides. Fhere—were terrible 
lion-roars of the heroes, who were most 
desirous of victory. 


37. © lord of men, there arose the 
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sound of snorting of the horses and the 
grunting of elephants. And also there 
was the terrible noise of the car-wheels. 


38. oO descendant of the Bharata race, 
beholding that mighty bowman, Karna, 
stationed at the front of the battle-array, 
none in the field amongst the Kourava 


troops considered the death of Drona to 
be a loss, 


39. O mighty monarch, in both the 
arinies there were men filled with cheer- 
fulness, who were all desirous of battle. 
O king, they waited in the field with the 
abject of. slaying one another without de- 
ay. 

40. O foremost of kings, there in the 
field) these two namely, Karna and the 
son of Pandu, who -beholding each other 
were filled with firm resolution rushed to 
and fro in the midst of their armies. 


41. The two armies came face to face, 
meeting each other, as if dancing (in great 
cheer). The heroes on both the sides, who 
were most desirous of battle, came forth 
accompanied by their respective divisions. 


42. ‘O mighty monarch, thus commenced 
the battle of men, elephants, horses, and 
cars, who were all engaged in slaying one 
another. 


Thus ends the eleventh chapter, com- 
mencement of the battle, in the Karna 
Parva. 


CHAPTER XII, 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thereupon the two vast armies, com- 
posed of horses, men, and elephants, that 
were filled with cheer, and also that had 
the brilliancy of the celestial and Asura 
hosts, came face to face, and struck each 
other down. 


2. Then the men, the cars, the horses, 
the elephants, as well as the infantry, all 
possessed of formidable strength, conti- 
nued to strike most fiercely, thereby des- 
troying the bodies and the sins as well. 


3. The lion-like men, began to scatter 
over the earth, the heads of Ifon-liké men, 
which were equal in splendour to the full- 
moon and the sun, and also which had 
resembled the lotuses in fragrance. 


4. They, again, began to sever the heads 
of the figting warriors by means of the 
crescent-shaped, broad-faced and razar- 
headed arrows, swords, axes, battle-axes, 
and other weapons. 
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5. The arms of men, possessed of long 
and stout arms, severed by men, possessed 
of long and stout arms, looked resplen: 
dent upon the ground, decorated as they 
were with both weapons and bracelets, 


6. The earth shone most brightly with 
the halo of their (the warriors’) red fingers 
and palms, even as it shines with the fierce 
and five-headed snakes upon itself slain 
by Garuda, 


7. Smitten by the enemies, the heroic 
warriors fell down fram the elephants, the 
cars, and horses, even as the dwellers of 
heaven fall down from the celestial baloons, 
when their virtues are entirely spent. 


8. While other heroic warriors, having 
been smitten by heroes of greater prowess 
with heavy maces, spiked clubs, and maces, 
fell in the battle by hundreds, 


9. In that formidable battle, the cars 
Were smitten by cars, the infuriate elephants 
were crushed by infuriate elephants, and 


the horsemen were struck down by horse- 
men, 


10. The men smitten by the cars, and 
the cars destroyed by elephants, and the 
horsemen slain by the foot-soldiers, and the 


infantry slain by the cavalry, are lying dead 
in the field. 


11. And again, the cars, the horses, 
and the infantry smitten by the elephants ; 
and the cars, steeds and elephants slain 
by the infantry; and the cars, the in- 
fantry and the elephant-force destroyed by 
the horses; and also the men and elephants 


struck down by the cars, are lying dead in 
the battle. 


12. Å terrible slaughter of car-warriors, 
horsemen, the elephant-force, and men was 
wrought by men, steeds, elephants and cars, 


with the help of their -hands and feet, 
weapons and cars. 


13. While the army was being thus 
smitten and slain by: the horses, the sons of 


Pritha with Vrikodara at their head pro- 
ceeded against us. 


14. So also Dhrishtadyumna, Shikhan- 
din, the sons of Draupadi, the Provadrakas, 
and Shatyaki and Chekitana ac 


companied 

By the Dravida warriors (proceeded P 
us); 

15. And also the Pandyas, and the 


Cholas along with the Keralas (advanced 
against us), surrounded by a formidable 
array of soldiers, who were all possessed of 


strong chests, long arms, huge statures, and 
very large eyes ; 


16. And who, again, were adorned with 
various sroaments, and were of red teeth, 
and were endowed with the Strength of 
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mad elephants, and were clothed in dresses 
of various colours, and also were besmeared 
with scented powders ; 


17. And, O monarch, as they were 
possessed of swords and nooses jn their 
hands, and endued with the power of with- 
standing the infuriate elephants, and as 
they were equally determined to die, they 
(the warriors) did not forsake one another 
(in the field), 


18. The infantry, belonging to the 
Andhra race, commanded by Satyaki, were 
all possessed of quivers and bows in the 
hand, of long hairs, and were very sweet in 
speech, and endowed with fierce forms and 
mighty prowess. 


19. Thereupon the other heroic leaders, 
namely the Chedis, the Panchalas, the 
Kaikeyas, the Karushas, the Koshalas, the 


Kanchyas, and the Magadhas advanced 
most rapidly. 


20. Their car-warriors, cavalry, and 
elephant-force, that all belonged to the 
superiox class, as well as the terrible-looking 
infantry, were highly gratified to hear the 
harmonious sound “f several instruments, 
and began to das d laugh, 


21. In the midst ur. at vast army stood 
Vrikodara, encompassed by the foremost 
elephant-force, and advanced against your 
troops, each riding on the neck of an ele- 
phant. 


22. That terrible-looking elephant, the 
best of his kind, shone with all the equip- 
ments befitting him, even as the mountain- 
abode on the top of the Udaya (mountain) 


looks resplendent with the rising Sun over 
it. 


23. His best armour, made of iron and 
bedecked with the most precious gems, shone 


like the autumnal firmament besprinkled 
with innumerable stars, 


24. He (that Bhima), who had a lance 
in the hand stretched out, and who was 
crowned with a handsome diadem, and who 
was adorned with innumerable ornaments, 
and who, again, had the brilliancy of the 
autumnal sun when at the meridian, began 
to burn the enemies by energy. 


25. Seeing that elephant from a dist- 
ance, Kshemadhurti, riding on an elephant 
and very much gratifed in the heart, invit- 
ed that one, who was much more cheerful 


than he, to battle, and rushed against him 
(Bhima). 


26, Then there followed an encounter 
between the two elephants of formidable 
appearances according as they desired, 
which (the elephants) were like the two 
gigantic mountains with trees at their tops. 








| 
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27. Those two heroic warriors, whose 
elephants had thus been engaged in the 
encounter, forcibly pierced each other with 
their lances, that were resplendent like the 
rays of the sun, and they roared most 
loudly. 

28. Having receded back, they (the two 
heroes) roved about in circles dismounting 
from their elephants; and, also having 
taken up their bows, really struck each 
other. 

29. They cheered the hearts of the 


people by their roaring sounds, and the | 
slaps of their arm-pits, as well as by the | 


whistling sound of their arrows on all sides ; 
and then they shouted aloud like lions. 


o. Again mounting upon their ele- 
phants, thatjhad their trunks raised up in 
the air, and that were adorned with ban- 
ners floating on the wind, both the heroes, 
perfectly accomplished and possessed of im- 
mense strength, went on combatting. 


31. Thereupon both of them, having cut 
off each other’s bow, roared and poured 
forth showers of arrows and lances upon 
each other, even as the two masses of 
clouds during the rainy season drop down 
rains. 

32. Then having roared aloud Kshema- 


dhurti pierced Bhima in the chest with | 


great force by means of his lance, as well as 
by six other (lances). 

33. That Bhimasena, whose form looked 
bright with rage, shone with those lances 
adhering to his body like the resplen- 
dent Sun with the masses of clouds about 
him. 

34. Thereupon Bhima thurst at his 
enemy most carefully the lance, made of 
iron, that had the splendour of the colour of 
the solar rays and had a speed, direct and 
straight. 

Thereupon having stretched out his 
bow, the lord of the [Kulatas severed the 
lance by means of ten arrows, and pierced 
the son of Pandu (Bhima) by sixty other 
shafts. z 

36. Then having taken up his bow hav- 
ing the twang like the roar of clouds, Bhima 
the son of Pandu, oppressed his enemy's 
elephant by arrows, and uttered terrible 
shouts. 


37. That elephant, being thus oppre- 
ssed by the arrows of Bhimasena, did not 
stay in the field of battle, although repea- 
tedly restrained, even as the cloud dis- 
persed by the wind (runs away from their 
positions). 


38. The most formidable and royal ele- 
phant of Bhima rapidly followed that ele- 
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phant of (Kshemadhurti), even as the wind- 
blown cloud pursues the cloud dispersed by 
the tempest. 


39- Kshemadhurti of immense energy 
having checked his own elephant, pierced 
with his arrows the elephant of Bhimasena 
pursuing his own, 


40. Thereupon, he (Kshemadhurti), hav- 


| ing cut off his enemy's bow by means of an 


arrow well-shot, razor-like, and straight, 
highly oppressed that elephant belonging to 
his foe. 

41l. Then highly wrathful Kshemadhurti 
struck Bhima inthe battle, and killed the 


| elephant by piercing all his vital parts with 
| his arrows. 


O descendant of the Bharata 
race, thus the great prince of elephant, be- 
longing to Bhimasena, fell down. 


42. Before the fall of his elephant, Bhi- 
masena dismounted from him, and stood on 
the earth. Then he, too, struck down the 
elephant of his enemy by means of his 
mace. 


43. Then Vrikodara killed Kshemadh- 
urti with his mace, who then had descend- 
ed from his crushed elephant, and had 
advanced against him with uplifted wea- 
pons. 


44. Having teen thus killed, he, with a 
sword in the hand, fell down dead by the 
side of his elephant, even as a lion killed by 
thunder falls dead by the side of a hill bro- 
ken down by thunder. 

45. O foremost of the Bharata race, 
having seen the most famous lord of the 
Kulatas killed, your troops, highly distress- 
ed, ran away from the field. 

Thus ends the twelfth chapter, the 
slaying of Kshemadhurtt, in the Karna 
Parva. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then the mighty bowman, the heroic 
Karna, killed the troops of the Pandavas in 
battle with the straight arrows. 

2. O king, the mighty car-warriors, 
namely the Pandavas, had most wrathfully 
smitten the soldiers of your son in the same 
way in the very presence of Karna. 


3. So also Karna, O monarch, began to 
smite the army belonging to the Pandavas 
in the field of battle with the arrows, that 
were bright like the rays of the sun, and ex- 
cellenily polished by the black-smith, 
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. © descendant of the Bharata race, 
ae (in the field of battle) the EEan) 
highly afflicted by Karna with his SARI t 
arrows, roared most loudly, became wrak- 
ened and senseless, ard ran away towards 
the ten points of the horizon. 


5. O father, while that immense force 
was being killed by the son of Suta, Nakula 
proceeded against that mighty car-warrior, 
the son of Suta with great rapidity. 


6, Then Bhimasena checked the pro- 
gress of Drona’s son, who was achieving 
the most arduous tasks, and Satyaki, that 
of the two Kaikeya princes, Vindu and 
Anuvindu. 


7- The lord of the earth, Chitrasena, 
rushed towards Srutakarman, who was ad- 
vancing against him; so also Prativindhya 
towards Chitra, who carried a standard of 
diverse colours and a beautiful bow. 


8. Duryodhana, too, proceeded against 
the king Yudhisthira the son of Dhrama, 
while Dhananjaya rushed against the wrath- 
ful Samsaptakas. 


9. While that whole host of the fore- 
most heroes was being thus slain, Dhrishta- 
dyumna rushed against Kripa; and that 
undecayable Shikhandin proceeded against 
ACritavarman, 


to, O mighty monarch, so again, Shru- - 


takirti closed with Shalya; and that son’ of 
Madri, Shahadeva of immense prowess, 
closed with your son, Dussashana. 


11. In that great battle, the two Kal- 
keya princes covered Satyaki with a 
shower of arrows. Satyaki on the other 
hand covered the two Kaikeya princes (with 
a shower of brilliant arrows, O descen- 
dant of the Bharata race). 


12. Those two heroic brothers deeply 
pierced this warrior (Satyaki) in the chest, 
even as two elephants strike another hostile 
elephant with their tusks in a dense forest. 


13. O monarch, these two heroic brothers 
whose vital partsžwere deeply struck with 
the arrows, Pierced Satyaki, who always 


performed appropriate deeds with their 
shafts, 


14. O powerful monarch, Satyaki on the 
other hand, having smiled and shrouded all 
the points of the horizon with a shower of 
arrows, Closed with the two brothers, O de- 
scendant of the Bharata race, 


I5. Thereupon those two brothers, whose 
progress was checked by the shower of 
arrows of Shini's grandson, indeed, covered 


the car of Shini’s grandson with lots of 
shafts. 


16. Having severed the most beautiful 
bows of those two brothers, then the highly 
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celebrated Shaurin restrained the progress 
of them both in the battle with a shower of 
sharp arrows. 


17. Then having grasped two other bea- 
utiful bows, and most effective shafts, they 
two, too, shrounded Satyaki (with the arrows) 
and roved about in the field with immense 
activity and expertness. 


18. Those mighty arrows,- shot by the 
two brothers, adorned with the feathers. of 
the Kanka and the peacock, and ornament- 
ted with gold, fell down (upon the foes), 
after having illumined all the points of the 
horizon. 


19. O monarch, there was a gloom in 
that formidable battle owing to the shower 
of arrows shot by both the parties. Then 
those great car-warriors severed each other's 
bows, 


20. Thereupon,O mighty monarch, wrath- 
ful Satwata, most invincible in the field, 
having taken up another bow and stretched: 
its string properly, severed the head of Anu- 
vinda with an arrow, sharp like the rdzor, 
in the battle. 


21. O monarch, that mighty head, ado- 
rned with ear-rings, fell like the head of 
Shamvara, slain in that dreadful battle (of 
old). This, having fallen upon the earth 


most rapidly, greatly aggrieved all the 
Kaikeyas. 


22. Having seen that hero slain, „his 
brother, that mighty. car-warrior (Vinda), 
after having stretched out the string of an- 


other bow, restrained the course of Shini’s 
grandson. 


23. Having pierced Satyaki with sixty 
shafts, all sharpened on stone and adorn- 
ed with the feathers of gold, he roared most 
loudly and said,—was#——wats, 


24. The mighty car-warrior of the Kai- 
keya troops then pierc: d Satyaki in his arms 


and chest most rapidly with several thou- 
sands of arrows. 


25. O king, Satyaki, of true prowess, 
being thus wounded with the arrows in all 


his limbs, shone in the field of battle like a 
Kinshuka with flowers. 


26.. In the battle, Satyaki, having been 
pierced by the lofty-minded Kaikeya, smi- 
lingly pierced back the Kaikeya chief with 
twenty-five shafts. 


27. Thereupon those two best of car- 
warriors, having broken down each other’s 
beautiful bows, and also slain each other’s 
drivers and horses, with the greatest speed 
in that great encounter, descended from 
their cars, and advanced, one against the 


other, in order to fight with their swords in 
that dreadful battle. 
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28. Both of them, having taken up shields, 
as if adorned with hundred moons, and 
grasped the best of swords, and possessed 
as they were with the handsome arms, look- 
ed rdsplendent in that great field of battle 
like the most powerful ones, Jamva and 
Shakra,.tin the battle between the celestials 
and the Asuras. 


29 Thereupon both the warriors roved 
about in that dreadful field of battle in 
circles, and speedily approached each other, 
engaged in combatting, in the battle. Thus 
the two, again, made the best of their efforts 
in slaying each other. 


30. Then Satwata severed the shield of 
the Kaikeya chief into two pieces. So also 
this Pandava‘severed the shield of Satyaki 
into two pieces. 


31. The Kaikeya chief, indeed, having 
thus broken into pieces the shield, that was 
decked with hundreds of stars, roved in 
circles in the field, sometimes advancing 
‘and: sometimes receding back. 


32. Thereupon the ‘grandson of Shini 
Who was possessed with the greatest activity 
severed him (his head) who having grasped 
the best of swords, careered in that broad 
field of battle, by a side-stroke. 


33. O monarch, the Kaikeya prince, that 
mighty bowmatt; wro was adoined with the 
shield,-being thus cut off into pieces in that 
-dreadful battle, fell down like a hill broken 
down by a thunderbolt. 


34. That war-like grandson of Shini, 
that best of car-warriors, that scorcher of 
enemies, after having slain him (the Kai- 
keya chief) in battle, immediately ascended 
the car of Yudhamanyu. 

35. Thereupon, again, having ascended 
another car, that was furnished with its due 
equipments, Satyaki began to destroy the 
immense army of the Kaikeyas with his 
arrows. 


36. That vast force of the Kaikeyas, 
being slaughtered in battle, left that enemy 
in the field and ran away in the ten differ- 
ent directions of the horizon. 


Thus ends the thirteenth chapter, the 


slaying of Vinda and Anuvinda, in the 
Karna Parva. 





CHAPTER XIV. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


. 1. ‘Thereupon, O monarch, the wrathful 
Shrutakarman had slain down Chitrasena, 
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the lord of the earth, in the battle b 
of fifty different arrows. peyameets 


_ 2. O king, Avishara, indeed, after hav- 
ing struck down that Shrutakarman with 


nine straight shafts, pierced his driver with 
five other arrows. 


3. Wrathfui Shrutakarman, on the other 
hand, had struck down that Chitrasena, 
who was then standing at the head of his 
force, with a keen arrow in the most vital 
part of his body. 


4. O great king, that hero, having been 
deeply pierced by the arrow by that lofty- 
minded warrior, attained the condition of 
senselessness, and entered into the abode of 
great grief. 


5. During this interval, the highly 
famous Shrutakirtin closed this ruler of the 
earth (his insensible foe) with ninety differ- 
‘ent shafts. 


6. Thereupon Chitrasena, that mighty 
bowman, having attained consciousness 
again, struck down his enemy's bow by a 
brood-headed shaft, and also pierced him 
with seven arrows. 


7. Then he (Shrutakarman) took up 
another bow, that was capable of casting 
away fierce arrows, and was adorned with 
gold, made Chitrasena, by piercing him 
with the torrents of shafts, wear a -varied 
appearance. 


8. That youthful prince, wearing an won- 
derful appearance with the shafts, and 
putting on handsome garlands, shone in the 
field ot battle, like an youth, excellently 
decked with ornaments, in the midst of an 
assembly. 

O monarch, he, indeed, then pierced 
Shrutakarman in the chest with a keen 
shaft immediately ; and attecwards uttered 
to him—‘wazt and wart.’ 

1o. There Shrutakarman, on the other 
hand, being thus pierced by the arrow in 


| the field of battle, began to shed blood, 


even as a mountain lets the liquid red chalk 
flow down. 


11. Thereupon that heroic one, whote 
limbs were washed in blood, and who, 
again was stained with blood, shone in the 
field of battle like a Kinshuka covered 
over with flowers. 


12. At that time, O monarch, Shruta- 
karman, having been attacked by his 
antagonist (Chitrasena), became very 
wrathful and severed his bow, that was 
capable of resisting the enemies, into -two 
‘pieces. 


13. Then, again, © monarch,he (Shru- 
takarman) covered, with three hundred 
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arrows, him, whose bow was already sever- 
ed into two pieces, and pierced him in the 
field with excellent winged shafts. 


14. Thereupon he had severed the head 
of that high-sould one, that was adorned 
with an (iron) protection, with another 
brood-headed, pointed and sharp-headed 
arrow. 


15. That head of Chitrasena, which 
looked most respledent, fell down upon the 
earth, even as the moon, out of her own 
will, falls upon the ground, being loosened 
from heaven. 

16. O Sire, the troops of Chitrasena, 
having seen their king slain, matched with 
great rapidity against Avishara. 

17, Thereupon that mighty bowman, 
who became very wrathful, rushed against 
those troops, shooting arrows upon them į 


even as, during the period of universal | 
; ornaments. 


dissolution the king of the nether world 
(Yama), filled with wrath, rushes against 
all creatures. 5 

18. Those warriors, having been slain by 
that bowman, your grandson, in the field of 
battle, most speedily ran away in all 
directions} even, as the elephants, burnt by 
the forest-conflagration, (run away from 
the forest). 

19. Having seen them flying away (from 
the battle) hopeless of conquering the ene- 
mies, Srutakarman, pursuing and shooting 
keen arrows upon them, looked most brilli- 
ant. 


20. Thereupon 
Chitra with five rapid-poing shafts, and 
pierced the driver of his car with three 
others, ‘hen he broke down his standard 
by a single arrow. 


21. Then he, (Chitra) pierced him by 


throwing at his arms and chest nine broad- | 


headed shafts, that were adorned with the 
wings of gold, and sharp points, and orna- 
mented with the feathers of the Kanka and 
peacock. 


22. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
Prativindhya, having severed his (enemy's) 
bow with keen arrows, slaughtered him with 
five well-sharpened shafts, 

23. Thereupon, O great king, he (Chitra) 
threw at your grandson the shaft, called 
Shakti, which was decked with golden bells 
and which, again, was most irresistible and 
dreadful, and which also, was like the flame 
of fire. 

24. Prativindhya, as if laughing, severed 
into three pieces that shaft, in the field of 

battle, falling upon him, which was like a 
great flashing meteor suddenly falling from 
the skv- It . 


il 
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25. That shaft which was cut off into 
three pieces by the keen arrows of Prativin= 
dhya, fell down like the thunderbolt, 
during the period of expiration of the 
Yuga, thus inspiring great fear in all crea- 
tures. 

26. Having seen that arrow, called 
Shakti, severed into pieces, Chitra took up 
his powerful mace, that was adorned witha 
net-work of gold, and threw it against Pra- 
tivindhya. 

27. That mace had smitten his (anta- 
gonist’s) heroes, and the driver of his 
car in that great battle, and then, having 
smitten his car, fellimpetuously upon the 
ground. 


28. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
he (Prativindhya), in the mean time, having 
descended from his car, threw at Chitra the 
arrow, called Shakti, that was furnished 
with golden bells, and decked with several 


29. The high-minded king Chitra caugh: 
hold of it (that shaft), whilst it was falling 
upon him; and thereafter, O descendant of 
Bharata race, he threw it back at Prativin- 





dhya. 


3o. That highly resplendent shaft, hav- 
ing pierced heroic Prativindhya in the. field 
of battle and also having penetrated through 
his right arm, fell down upon the ground ; 
and, as it fell, it illuminated that whole re- 
gion (the battle-field) by its splendour, 
even as the lightning, falling upon the 
earth, illumines the entire place, where’ it 





Prativindhya pierced | 


falls. 


31. Thereupon, O monarch, the most 
wrathful Prativindhya, most desirous of 
slaying Chitra, hurled at him a lance. adorn- 
ed with gold. 


| 32. That lance, having “pierced through 
' his armour and chest, immediately fell down 

upon the earth; even as the gigantic ser- 
pent enters into its hole, 


33- Then that king, naving been smitten 
by the lance, tell upon the earth, stretch- 
ing out his two long and massive arms, 
that resembled two iron clubs in splen- 

r, 


basá: Having seen Chitra slain (in the 
attle), the troops on your side, who are all 
oroa ments of battle, rushed from all sides 
with great impetuousit i i- 
indha P ity against Prati 


35. Shooting several kinds: of arms 
and the shaft called Shataghni, that was 
ornamented with the rows of beHs,- (those 
troops) covered him all ever, evé as the 
clouds cover the Sun. 








| 
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36. That mighty-armed one (Prativin- 
dhya), having struck those warriors with a 
net-work of arrows in the field of battle, 
overthrew your force, even as Indra, who 
carried the thunderbolt in the hand, over- 
threw the Asura host. 


Thus slain in the battle by the Pan- 
davas, the troops on your side, O monarch, 
suddenly broke in all directions, even as the 
clouds, scattered by the wind, run away in 
all sides. 


38. Amongst your whole force, that was 
immensely slain, and (the rest) running 
away from the field, the son of Drona alone 

roceeded with great impetuousity against 
that highly powerful „Bhimasena. 


Then there suddenly followed a 
dreadful conflict between these two parties ; 
even as there took placc an encounter be- 
tween Vritra and Vashava (Indra) in 
the battle between the celestials and the 
Asuras. 


Thus ends the fourteenth chapter, the 
slaying of Chitra, in the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XV. 
(KARNA PARVA.—Continued,) 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thereupon, O king, the son of Drona’ 
who was possessed of great alacrity, and 
who showed easiness in the management of 
weapons, pierced Bhimasena with an arrow. 


2. In the same way, he (the son of 
Drona), who was well acquainted with the 
different vital parts of the body, and who, 
again, was very smart in the management 
of his arms, after having seen all the vital 
parts of his body, had struck him with 
ninety sharp-headed shafts. $ 


. O monarch, Bhimasena, having been 
closed with a shower of keen arrows by the 
son of Drona, shone in the feld of battle 
like the sun with all his rays. 


Thereupon the Pandava, after having 
covered the son of Drona with one thousand 
arrows, well-aimed, sent forth a leonine 
roar. 


5. Then, O monarch, the son of Drona, 
having checked the course of his (anta- 
gonist's) shafts by his own arrows fh the 


field of battle, smilingly struck thes a +f 
Pandu in the forehead with a dart. 


6. Thereafter, O king, the son of + 
carried the shaft, that was struck ik. 
forehead ; even as the proud rhinoceros in 
the forest bears his horn. 


4 
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7. Then Bhima of immense prowess 
smilingly pierced the son of Drona, who 
attempted very hard in the battle, in the 
forehead with three shafts. 


8. Then this twice-born person looked 
must resplendent with the arrows struck in 
his forehead ; even as the best of mountains, 
being washed (with water) during the rainy 
season, looks resplendent with its three 
peaks. 


g. Thus the son of Drona afflicted the 
son of Pandu with hundreds of arrows, but 
he could not shake him; even as the wind 
can not shake the mountain. 


„10. In the same way, the son of Pandu, 
highly gratified, could not shake the sən of 
Drona, in the field of battle, with hundreds 
of his sharp-headed arrows; even as the 
torrents of rain can not shake the moun- 
tain. 


11. Those two`mighty car-warriors, the 
two heroic warriors of terrible prowess, 
having covered each other with their dread- 
ful shafts, looked very handsome, sitting 
upon their cars, 


12. Both (the heroes) looked resplen- 
dent like two suns, and were destructive of 
men on each other’s side. Moreover both 
of them burnt each other by their own ex- 
cellent arrows, that resembled their own 
rays. 

13. Thereupon, in that dreadful battle, 
those two heroic warriors made their best 
attempts in counteracting each other's 
deeds; and with the torrents of shafts they 
most fearlessly made efforts in challenging 
each other. 


14. Those two foremost of persons, those 
invincible and fierce heroes, whose teeth 
were constituted by the shafts and whose 
mouths were formed by the bows, raved 
about in the field of battle like two terrible 
tigers. 

15. Both ot them became invisible on 
account of the torrents of shafts in all sides ; 
even as both the sun and the moon in 
the firmament become invisible, when 
they are covered over by the net-work of 
clouds. 

16. Then the two smiters of foes appear- 
ed for a very short while, and shone 
forth like Mars and Mercury, when they 
become wholly released from the cover of 
clouds. 

17: Then at that moment, in that 
dreaiful battle, the son of Drona made 
"cs. sa în the field occupy his right posi- 


i 
i 
l 





i = And he showered forth hundreds cf 
| terriko shafts, even as the masses of clyuds 
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drop down torrents of rain upon a mountain, 
This, indeed, namely the indication of his 
antagonist’s victory Bhimasena could not 
like to tolerate. 

19. ‘Thereupon, O monarch, the son of 
Pandu bafiled kis enemy’s efforts from the 
position on Ins (antagonist’s) right side ; 
and they advanced or withdrew accor- 
ding to the divisions of their circular situ- 
ations. 

20. Thus there ensued a ferce battle 
between those two foremost of warriors, who 
roved about (in the field of battle) in several 
ways and circles. 


21, Both of them struck each other with 
the arrows shot from their bows stretched 
to their perfect length; and also they made 
the best efforts in slaying each other in the 
battle. “Again, each of them wished to 
make the other car-less in the field. 


22. Thereupon the son of Drona, that 
mighty car-warrior, imparted strength to 
the most powerful weapons, which, indeed 
the son of Pandu frustrated by the weapons 
of his own, in the battle. 


23. Then, © mighty king, there ensued 
a very dreadful battle of weapons; even as 
there had taken place a very terrible battle 
of the planets, during the time of destruction 
of creatures of the universe. 


24. 
those arrows, shot by both of them, struck 
one another; and thus illumined all the 
points of the horizon, as well as the troops on 
your side, from all directions. 


25. Oking, the firmament looked very 
fearful as it was wholly covered by the 
showers of arrows, even as it appears 
during the destruction of the creatures of 
the universe, when it is entirely shrouded 
by the fall of the meteors. 


26. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
there (in the field of battle) was produced a 
great fire by the counteraction of shafts from 
bothjthe parties, which, vrs., the fire was 
attended with sparks and blazing flames. 
It continued to burn both the hosts. 


27. O powerful monarch, the Siddhas 
who hovered about there in the battle, 
uttered these words :—'O Lord, this battle 
is the foremost of all the battles tought (in 
the days of yore). 


28. ‘All the battles (of old) will not be 
worth the sixteenth part of this (battle), 
Hardly, again, there will be a battle 
like this, 


29. ʻO! these two personages, viz,, this 
Brahmana-and this Kshatriya are possess- 
ed of knowledge. ©! both of them are 


i 
O descendant of the Bharata race, 
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endowed with heroism; and also they are 
of terrible prowess. 

30. ʻO! Bhima is of fierce strength, O! 
what a great skill is possessed by the other, 
O! what an essence of the energy of both. 
O! how great is their skill. 

31. ‘Both these persons are, indeed, 
waiting in the field of battle like two all- 
destroying Yamas at the end of time. As 
if both of them are born like two Rudras, or 
like two light-giving suns. 

32. ‘Both these foremost of persons of 
dreadfulforms are standing in the battle 
like two Yamas.’ These words of the Sid- 
dhas were, indeed, heard there every mo- 
ment. Moreover there was generated a 
great leonine roar amongst the celes- 
tials who assembled there (in the field of 
battle). 


33. Having witnessed the extraordinary 
and inconceivable achievements of those 
two in the field of battle, the assemblage of 
the Siddhas and the Charanas were greatly 
astonished. 


34. Then the celestials, the Siddhas and 
the high-class sages (the Rishis) praised 
them both, and uttered these words: 'Ex- 
cellent, O powerful-armed son of Drona! 
Most remarkable, O Bhima! 


35—36. In the field of battle, O monarch, 
those two heroic warriors committed injuries 
to each other. They also looked upon each 
other ; and they had their lips quivering 
with wrath. Out of wrath, again, they 
grinded their teeth, and in the same way 
their lips as well, 


37- Those two mighty  car-warriors 
shrouded each other with the torrents of 
shafts. In the field cf battle, they were 
like two masses of clouds, dropping down 
showers of arrows, and sending forth 
lightning, that was formed by their wea- 
pons, 


38. Those two warriors having penetrat- 
ed each other's standards, and also having 
Pierced each other’s drivers of. cars, 
and, again, having pierced each other’s 
horses, pierced each other in that dreadful 
battle. 


39. Therenpon, O powerful monarch, 
those two wrathful warriors, most desirous 
of slaying each other, after having taken up 
two arrows, hurled at each other those shafts 


Without{ any hesitation, in that dreadful en- 
counter, 


40. O mighty monarch, these two arrows 
that shone most brilliantly, and that had the 
force of thunder, and also that were most 
inapproachable, came and struck them both 


who stood at the head of their respective 
hosts. 
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41. The two highly-energetic warriors, 
deeply struck with those two arrows by their 
respective forces, then fell down at the back 
of their cars. 


42. Thereupon, O king, his driver hav- 
ing been conscious of the insensible condi- 
tion of the son of Drona, carried him away 
from the field of battle in the presence of all 
his (the son of Drona) soldiers. 


43. Inthe same way, O monarch, the 
son of Pandu, that scorcher of enemies, 
who had fainted every moment, was carried 
away from the field of battle, in his car, by 
his driver. 


Thus ends the fifteenth chapter, the en- 
counter between Ashwathaman and Bhima, 
in the Karna Parva. 


CIH A Pel Resonate 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


1. Do yon relate to me how the battle of 
Arjuna waged with the Samsaptakas, and 
that of other lords of the earth with the 
Pandavas. 


2. Moreover describe to me, O Sanjaya, 
how that battle of Arjuna took place with 
Ashwathaman; and also that of other 
supporters of the earth with the sons of 
Pritha. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. O monarch, do you hear me, who am 
describing to you how that battle, which 
was destructive of the bodies, sins, and lives 
of persons, waged between the heroes (on 
our side) and the enemies. 


4. The son of Pritha, that slayer of ene- 
mies, haying entered into the army of the 
Samsaptakas, that was like the great ocean, 
afflicted it most highly ; even as the dreadful 
tempest agitates the vast ocean. 


5. Dhananjaya, after having severed the 
heads of the heroic warriors by broad-head- 
ed and sharp-edged arrows, that (vis. the 
heads) had faces, as resplendent as the full 
moon, and also very handsome eyes, eye- 
brows, and teeth, immediately scattered the 
earth over with these heads, as if with lotu- 
ses severed from their stalks. 


6. Arjuna cut off the arms of his anta- 
gonists with keen arrows, that were like 
the razors, which, vis., the arms were ex- 
cellently round, long, and muscular, and 
also were rubbed over with soft sandal 
and other perfumes, and, again, were fur- 
nished with weapons, and fingers pro- 
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tected with leathern cases, and resembled 


the five-headed snakes, in that dreadful 
battle. 


7- The son of Pandu, again and again, 
eut off with his broad-faced arrows the 
orses and horsemen, the drivers of cars 
and standards, bows and arrows, as wel! as 
arms, that were ornamented with valuable 
jewels, 

8. O monarch, in that battle Arjuna, 
sent away innumerable car-warriors, ele- 


| phants, horses and cavalry to the abode of 


Death, by striking them with several thou- 
sands of arrows. 


9. The foremost of heroes, who became 
very wrathful, and who roared most loudly 
and: who, again, like bulls, were highly 
excited as if for a cow in season, proceeded 
most rapidly against him (Ajuna) with 
great uproars. 


„10. Then those warriors began to strike 
him (Arjuna) with their shafts who at that 
time continued to slay his (Arjuna’s) anta- 
gonist, even as the bulls strike another of 
their kind with the horns, ‘Thus the battle, 
which caused the hairs to stand on points, 
waged between him (Arjuna) and them 
(other warriors); even as there had taken 
place a battle of the Daityas with the 


| wielder of the thunder-bolt (Indra) at the 


conquest of the three worlds. 


tr. That Arjuna, after having restrain- 
ed the weapons of his antagonists, coming 
from all sides, by the weapons of his own, 
and also having pierced the foes witha 
large number of shafts most rapidly, had 
taken away their lives. 


12—14. That impersonation of victory 
(Jaya), that enhancer of the fears of his 
antagonists, ‘after having broken into minute 
pieces, like the tempest breaking the vast 
masses of clouds into fragments, the cars, 
which had their poles, wheels and axes 
already shattered (by him), and which had 
their warriors, horses and drivers slain, 
and which also had their weapons and qui- 
vers dislodged, and which had their stand- 
ards smitten down, and which had their 
traces and reins of horses broken into 
pieces, and which had their wooden fences 
already shattered into pieces (by him), and 
which had their arrows (deposited in them) 
struck down, and moreover after having 
astonished every body, worked out deeds, 
like those of a thousand mighty car- 
warriors, fighting together, that were worth 


seeing. 
15. The assemblage of the Siddhas and 
the divine Rishis, as well as the Charanas, 


began to praise them highly. ‘The celestial 
kettle-drums also begun to be sounded ; 
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and showers of flowers continued to fall 
upon the heads of both Keshava and 
Arjuna. Meanwhile a voice, as if incorpor- 
ated, ultered these words :— 


16. ‘Those two heroes, Keshava and 
Arjuna, are always said to be possessed of 
the splendour of the moon, the light of the 
fire, the strength of the wind, and the bril- 
liancy of the sun. 


.17. ‘Those two are as invincible as 


Brahman and Ishana. ‘They are seated on | 


the same car. They are the best of all 
creatures. They are most heroic. And the 
both are equal to Nara and Narayana. 

R 


18. Thus hearing and beholding this 
wonderful event, O descendant of the 
Bharata race, Ashwathaman, firmly resolv- 
ed upon, rushed towards the two Krishnas, 
viz., Arjuna and Keshava, in that battle. 


19. Having invited to battle the son of 


Pandu, whe was pouring forth showers o 
arrows, that 
antagonists, with his arm holding an arrow 
within its reach, the son of Drona smilingly 
addressed him, saying :— 


20. ‘O hero, if you consider me to be 
your worthy guest, who am arrived here, 
then allow me, with your entire soul, the 
hospitality of battle to-day.’ 


21. Having been thus invited by the son 


of the Preceptor out of desire foi battle, | 


Arjuna considered himself to be highly 


respected, and spoke to Janardana the 
words :— 


22. “Vhearmy of the Samsaptakas should 
be slaughtered by me; but, apain, the son 
of Drona is inviting me to battle. O Ma- 
dhava, do you order me really what should 
be performed first. If you consider it 
Proper, that the work of hospitality should 
be given (done) first after rising. 


23. Having been thus addressed (by 
Arjuna), Krishna carried, to the near pre- 
sence of the son of Drona, the son of Pritha, 
who was invited to battle according to the 
Prescribed maxims of triumphant challenge; 


even as the God of wind carries Indra to 
the sacrificial place. 


24. Keshava, after having invited (to 
battle) him, who had his whole heart direct- 
ed upon one thing, addressed the son of 
Drona, saying : ʻO Ashwathaman, having 
been still (in the field), do you begin to 
strike without hesitation, as also do you 
bear (patiently).’ 


25. This, indeed, is the fit occasion for 
those, who support their lives with the food 
of their masters, to repay obligation to their 
supporters. The struggle between the 
Brahmanas is most insignificant; but the 
war between two Kshauiyas is a grand and 
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ad the power of slaying the 
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decisive one, resulting either in victory or 
defeat. 


26. You, who are most willing to receive, 
out of foolishness, those celestial rites of 
hospitality at the hands of the son of Pritha, 
after having becalmed yourself this day, 
continue to fight with the son of Pandu. 


27. Having been thus addressed by 
Vasudeva, the best of the twice-born 
persons said—So be it. He also pierced 
Keshava with sixty arrows, and penetrated 
Arjuna with three other shafts. 


28. Having been highly wrathful, Arjuna 
broke asunder his (antagonists) bow with 
three powerful arrows. The son of Drona, 
on the other hand, took up another bow, 
more dreadful than the first. 


29. Having stretched his bow within so 
short a time as the twinkling of the eye, he 
(the son of Drona) pierced both Arjuna and 
Keshava—Vashudeva with three hundred 
shafts, and the son of Pandu with one thou- 
sand arrows, j 


30. Thereupon, the son of Drona, after 
having rendered Arjuna wholly stupid with 
the greatest care in the field of battle, shot 
thousands and tens of thousands and milli- 
ons of shafts. 


31—32. Innumerable shafts continued 
to be poured forth from the quiver, the bow, 
the bow-string, the fingers, the arms, the 
two hands, the breast,. the face, the rose, 
the two eyes, the two ears, the head; the 
different limbs and pores of the body, the 
car and its standards, of that professor of 
Bralhmana, O sire. 


33- The son of Drona, after having 
pierced Madhava and the son of Pandu 
with a heavy shower of shafts, became 
highly gratified, and sent forth a great up- 


roar like the loud roar of a vast congreyated 
mass of clouds. 


34. Having heard this great uproar of 
him (the son of Drona), the son of Pandu, 
addressed that Eternal One, saying: O 
Madhava, observe this great oppression of 
the son of the preceptor towards me. 


35: This warrior considers us to be 
slaughtered, who have entered into the 
house of thick arrows (i.e. the arrowy 
shower). But we will surely frostrate his 
aim by means of our learning and energy. 


$6. The most excellent of the Bharata 
alter having severed every one of 
the shafts of Ashwathaman into three 
pieces, destroyed the power of those arrows 


even as the sun does away with the 
Mist, 


.37- Thereupon the son of Pandu pierced 
with dreadful arrows the army .of the 
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Samsaptakas. with their horses, drivers, | other hand, sundered those arrows shot at 


‘cars and elephants, and with their stan- 


dards, infantry and car-warriors re- 
peatedly. 

38. Then these persons, who having 
posted there in any way they liked, wit- 
nessed the battle, considered themselves 
to be wholly covered over with the showers 
of arrows, as if closing themselves by them- 
selves. 


39. Those arrows of innumerable forms 
furnished with the wings, having been shot 


from the Gandiva how, had slaughtered | 


the elephants, horses and men, either 
stationed there or at the distance of two 


‘miles, in that (Greadful) battle. 


4o. The trunks of the elephants, that 
had been pouring forth their juice (as the 
mark of their excitement), having been 
thus cut off by the broad-headed arrows, 
began to fall down ; even as the pretty-well 
gigantic trees, having been hewn down by 
axes in the forest, fall down upon the 
earth. 


41. After a short while, the elephants 
that resembled hill, along with ‘those riding 
upon them, tumbled down upon the ground 
even as the large mountains broken down 
by the thunder-bolt fall upon the ground, 


42—43. Having severed into minute 
fragments the cars that appeared like the 
dissolving columns of vapour in the even- 
ing sky, and also that were well-furnished 
with all its equipments, and that were 
yoked to well-trained horses, and, again, 
that were occupied by the warriors, invin- 
cible in battle, by powerful arrows, (he the 
son of Pandu) began to pour forth shower 
of shafts upon the enemies. Moreover 
Dhananjaya slew both the horsemen and 
the infantry, well-adorned with the orna- 


ments. fa 


44, Dhananjaya, like the sun appear- 
ing at the end of the yuga, had soaked 
away the vast deep of the Samsaptaka 
army, that was most dificult to be dried 
up, by means of his sharp-headed arrows, 
that constituted his rays. 


45. Then again he (Dhananjaya) with- 
out hesitation perfectly penetrated the son 
of Drona, who was like a huge mountain 
with straight arrows, that had great force 
and also that were as “resplendent as the 
sun; even as the wielder of the thun er- 


bolt pierces a mountain (by thunder). 


46. The most wrathful son of the Pre- 
ceptor, desiring to fight, proceeded against 
him (Arjuna) with a view to pierce hiin 
along with his horses and drivers with 
swift arrows. The son of Pritha, on the 








him. 


47. Thereupon he (the son of Pandu), 
having been highly wrathful, continued 
to shower forth quivers upon quivers of 
arrows upon the person of Ashwathaman ; 
even as one serves a guest with things upon 
things in his house. 


48. Then the sun of Pandu, after having 
forsaken the army of the Samsaptakas 
ran towards the son of Drona; even as the 
doner, after having abandoned the un- 
worthy quests, rushes towards the worthy 
one with his gifts. i 


Thus ends the sixteenth chapter, the 
encounter between Ashwathaman and 


| Arjuna, in the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thereupon the battle waged between 
them (Arjuna and Ashwathaman) who were 
like the planets Sakra and Angirasha in 
splendour; even as there had taken place 
a battle between Sakra and Angirasha in 
the firmament for entering the constella- 
tion. 


2. Those two warriors, who inspired the 
people of the world with fears, afflicted 
each other with resplendent arrows, that 
were like their rays, and resembled two 
planets, that had gore away from their 
proper paths. 

3. Thereupon Arjuna deeply penetrated- 
him (Ashwathaman) in the midst ot his 
eye-brows with a sharp arrow. ‘herewith 
the son of Drona blazed forth like the sun 
with his upward rays. 

4. Thus the two Krishnas (Arjuna and 
Keshava) having been greatly afflicted by 
Ashwathaman with hundreds of keen 
arrows, stood (in the field), blazing forth, 
covered ever as they were by their own 
rays, like the two suns appearing at the 
end of the yuga. 3 

Thereupon when Vasudeva became 
invisible, Arjuna shot a weapon with „sharp 


| edges on all sides. He then slew the son 


of Drona with a large number of arrows, 
that were either like the thunder-bolt, or 
like the rod of Death. 

6. That one of immense strength, 
always performing the most difficult deeds, 
pierced both Keshava and Arjuna in the 
most vital part of their bodies with arrows, 
that were endued with fierce impetuosity. 
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Even death, being struck by them, feels 
great pain. 

7. After having restrained the arrows 
shot by the son of Drona, Arjuna shrowled 
him over with twice as «many shafts, 
furnished with the wings. He then, 
having closed over that best hero, the 


unique of his class, along with his horses, | 


the driver of his car and his standards, 
began to smite down the army of the 
Samsaptakas. 


8—9. Then the son of Pritha cut off 
with his will-shot arrows the bows, the 
shafts, the quivers, the bow-strings, the 
hands, the arms, the weapons grasped in 
their hands, the umbrellas, the standards, 
swift horses, the shafts deposited in the 
cars, the clothes, the floral wreaths, the 
ornaments, the coats of mail, the shields, 
the heads, all of them most handsome 
and erdearing, of the enemies, who stood 
in the field determined never to turn their 
backs towards their foes. 


10. The excellently ornamented cars, 
horses and elephants, that were ridden 
over by heroes among men, who were 
capable of fighting with the greatest care, 
were smitten down with hundreds of 
arrows shot by the son of Pritha. Along 
with these the foremost of heroes among 
men fell down. 


11. The heads of persons, furnished 
with faces resembling the lotus, the sun, 
and the full moon in beauty, and adorned 
with diadems, crowns of highest splen- 
dour, and, again, slain by the broad- 
headed, the crescent-shaped, and razor- 
like arrows, fell down upon the earth 
without cessation. ~ 


12. ‘Thereupon the heroes, belonging to 
the races, called the Kalingas, the Bangas, 
the Angas and the Nishadhas, most desir- 
ous of slaying him, riding upon elephants 
as splendid as the elephant of the great 
enemy of the Daityas, proceeded most 
rapidly against the son of Pandu, who had 
checked the pride of the foes of the celes- 
tials. 


13. The son of Pritha severed into frag- 
ments, the armour, the vital parts, the 
trunks, the riders, the standards and flags 
of those elephants, which then fell down 
upon the earth, even as the summits of 
mountains drop down on the ground, when 
smitten by the thunder. 


14. When that elephant force was 
entirely destroyed, the diadem-decked one 
(Arjuna) closed the son of his preceptor 
with arrows, having the color of the newly- 
risen sun; even as the wind wholly covers 
the risen sun with the net-work of vast 
masses of clouds. 
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15. Then having restrained the shafts 
of Arjuna with the arrows of his own, the 
son ot Drona after closing both Arjuna and 
Vasudeva with innumerable shafts, roared 
most loudly; even as the vast mass of 
clouds, appearing in the firmament at the 
end of the summer season, after covering 
both the sun and the moon, makes a loud 
uproar. 

16. Arjuna having been highly oppress- 
ed with those weapons, and having dispell- 
edthe darkness (caused with the arrowy 
showers of Ashwathaman), suddenly dark- 
ened all with the torrents of arrows, and 
again, and again pierced him ‘Ashwatha- 
man) and all those, belonging to yonr army, 
with arrows furnished with the excellent 
wings. 


17. Savyasachin could not be seen while 
taking up the arrows, or aiming them, or 
shooting them, But only this could be 
seen that the elephants, the horses, the 
foot-soldiers, and the cars (i.e. the 
car-warriors), with their bodies cut off, were 
slain (with the arrows of Arjuna). 


18. Then the son of Drona, after having 
immediately aimed ten foremost of arrows, 
shot them, as if one with great activity. Of 
these ten shafts, excellently shot, five 
pierced Arjuna, and the remaining five 


deeply penetrated that Eternal One (Ke- 
shava). 


19. All the people considered these two 
foremost of persons, resembling Kuvera and 
Indra, who being struck with those arrows, 
were drenched in blood (1. e. blood having 
flowed down their limbs), and who were 
highly afflicted by that one, who had com- 
pleted his education (in the science of arms), 
slain in the field of battle. 


20. Thereupon the king of the Dasha- 
ha race, said to Arjuna these words : ‘Why 
do you make this mistake? Do you slay 
this heroic chief. This will, indeed, be 
committing a great fault, if this person be 
neglected, who will hereafter be the cause of 
great uneasiness, even as the disease, if 
neglected, becomes the cause of great woe. 
Unerring Arjuna, having said to the Eter- 
nal One—So be it, cut into minute frag- 


ments the son of Drona with the greatest 
care. 


121 Then, again Arjuna kavi been 
filled with wrath with eb eara pierced 
me soe of Drona in the two arms, that were 
we est of their kind and also that were 
SEEM with the soft sandal, and also of 
Merchesti the head, and the extraordinary 
Highs, with arrows furnished with heads 
ie eens of goats, excellently shot from 
His aC de bow. Moreover the son of 

u, having severed the traces of his 
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antagonist’s horses, pierced the horses‘ 
themselves, and also carried away his 
foe to a great distance from the field of 
battle. 

22. The son of Drona, who was thus 
carried away from the field, on those horses, 
as swift as the wind, became deeply afflict- 
ed with the arrows of the son of Pritha. 
‘Then that intelligent one (Ashwathaman) 
having meditated for a while, liked not to 
return back with a view to fight with the 
son of Pritha. 


23. The most exalted one of the Angi- 
rasha’s race, who was possessed of immense 
activity, and who became destitute of all 
aspirations, and who had all his arrows and 
weapons exhausted, afler knowing that vic- 
tory was ever with the chief of the Vrishni 
race and Dhananjaya, entered into the army 
of Karna. 

24. Then, indeed, O sire, the son of 
Drona, after having checked his horses and 
consoled himself entered the army of 
Karna, that was teemed with cars, horses 
and men. 

25. When Ashwathaman, who was their 
bitterest enemy, had been carried away by 
the horses from the field of battle, even as 
the disease is driven away from the body 
by incantations, medicines, and efficacious 
means, 

26. Both Keshava and Arjuna, riding 
upon cars, with flags waved by the wind 
and whose rattle was like the lond roar of 
the clouds, advanced towards the front 
of the army of the Samsaptakas. 


Thus ends the seventeenth chapter, the 
defeat of Ashwathaman, in the Karna 
Parva. Z 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)— Continued. 





Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then there had arisen a great 
uproar, towards the nothern part of the 
Pandava army, amongst the cars, the 
elephants, the horses, and the infantry, 
as they were being slaughtered by Dan- 
dadhara. 

2. Having turned the course of his 
car, but not having restrained his horscs, 
that were as swift as either the Garuda 
(the chief of the birds) or the wind, 
Keshava addressed Arjuna, saying the 
following :— 

3. “The king of the Magadhas of un- 
equalled prowess, who was. accompanied 
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by his elephant crushing (his enemies), 
was not at all inferior to Vagadatta, either 
in learning or energy. 


4. Having slaughtered him (the chief 
of the Magadhas) at first, do you slay, 
again, the army of the Samsaptakas.” 
Having uttered these words, Keshava 
carried the son of Pritha to the frout of 
Dandadhara. 


5. That foremost one of the Magadha 
race, who, like the calamitous planet 
Ketu amongst all the, Planets, was un- 
bearable in managing the elephant-hook, 
destroyed the army on the side of the 
antagonist; even as the most dreadful 
comet destroys the entire earth. 


6. Having ridden on his elephant, 
that was furnished with all its equipments, 
and that was like the Danava with the face 
and form of an elephant, and also that 
roared like the vast mass of congregated 
clouds, and that had the power of crushing 
the antagonists, Dandadhara slaughtered 
thousands of cars, horses, and elephants, 
as well as warriors. 


7. That elephant. also, having trumpled 
upon the cars, crushed down upon the earth 


innumerable men, along with their horses 


and drivers, by his feet. That best of ele- 
phants, that resembled the wheel of Time, 
crushed with his two feet a large number of 
several other elephants, and also had slain 
them with his trunk. 


8. Having slaughtered the men, who 
were adorned with the coats of mail made of 
iron, along with their horses and infantry, 
he (the chief of the Magadhas) crushed 
down upon the ground these people by the 
best and the mightiest of the elephants; 
even as cne crushes the reeds with a sort of 
crackling sound. 

g. Thereupon Arjuna, having ridden 
upon the most handsome car, fell upon that 
foremost of elephants, that stood in the 
midst of the army, which echoed with the 
twang of bow-strings, the sound of palms 
(of hands), and the noise of car-wheels, and 
also was filled with jthe beat and blar: of a 
large number of cymbals and drums, ‘and 
conches, and which, again, was filled with 
the thousands of cars, horses and elephants. 


1o. Then, again, Dandadhara pierced 
Arjuna with twelve best arrows, and: Janar- 
dana with sixteen others. Then he pierced 
the horses, each with three; and he roared 
most loudly and laughed over and over 
again. 


11. Thereupon the son of Pritha cut off 
the bow, with its string and arrow, of him 
(his antagonist), as well as his standard by 
means of his broad-headed shafts, Then, 
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again, he cut off his drivers, along with the 
infantry protecting: his animal. ‘Thereupon, 
also, the lord of Giribraja became highly 
enraged, 


12, Most desirous of highly afflicting both 
Arjuna and Janardana with his elephant 
(possessing tusks), that had his temples split 
up (out of great exzitement), and that re- 
sembled a thick mass of clouds, and also 
that was like the wind in speed, Dandadha- 
ra had smitten Dhananjaya with his innu- 
merable lances. 

13. 
as if at the same time, the two arms, 
resembled l 
the head, that was furnished with a face like 
the full moon, of him, (his antagonist) with 
his broud-headed arrows, the latter with 
three, like the razor. He, again, poured 
forth hundreds of shafts upon his enemy's 
elephant. 


Thereupon the son of Pandu cut oft 
that 


14. Having been struck with the arrows 
of the son of Pritha, and covered over with 
several ornaments, that elephant, that had 
an armour made of gold, looked most res- 
plendent (in the battle) ;even as the moun- 
tain, that had its trees and herbs burnt by 
the forest fire, looks most handsome during 
the night. 


15. That elephant that was highly 
affiicted with pain, and that roared like a 
mass of clouds and also that became greatly 
weakened, fell down (upon the ground), 
uttering a loud uproar, wandering, roving 
about and running away (from the battle) 
with tottering steps, along with his driver; 
even as the mountain, being shattered 
by the thunderbolt, falls (upon the earth). 


16. On the fall of his brother in the field 
of battle, Drona, after having ridden on his 
elephant that was white like a mass of snow 
and that was ornamented with gold, and, 
again, that resembled a summit of the Hi- 
malayas, proceeded with a view to slay 
the younger brother of Indra, and Duanan- 
jaya. 

17. lhat one (Danda), after having 
smitten Janardana with three sharp 
lances resembling the rays of the sun 
in splendour, as well as Arjuna with 
five other whetted ones, shouted most 
loudly. Thereupon the son of Pandu, 
making a loud roar, severed the two arms 
of him (his antagonist). 

18. Thosetwo arms, that were deeply 
cut by two razor-like shafts and that had 
two lances in their grasp, and that had 
been adorned with the Angadas and also 
that had been smeared with soft sandal 
and again, having fallen from the back of 
the elephant at the same instant of time 
shone brightly even as two gigantic snakes 


the trunks of elephants, and. 


| 
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after having dropped down from the sum- 
mit of the mountain, shine (on the earth), 


19. So also the head of Danda, after 
having been severed by diadem-decked 
Arjuna with a crescent-shaped weapon, fell 
down from the back of the elephant upon 
the ground ; and it shone brightly, as it was 
smeared with his own blood, after having 
dropped down, even as the sun, after having 
fallen from the Asta (setting) mountain to- 
wards the western point of the horizon,looks 
very bright. 


20. Thereupon the son of Pritha pierced 
that elephant, that was like a mass of white 
cloud, with the foremost of arrows, ' resem- 
bling the rays of the sun. On this he fell 
down (upon the earth) roaring most loudly ; 
even asthe summit of a mountain falls on 
earth broken down by thunder. 


21. Thereafter several other foremost 
of elephants, resembling the above-men- 
tioned ones, that were most desirous of 
gaining victory, were slain by Savyasachin, 
even as the two elephants (belonging to 
Dandadhara) had been slaughtered smiten 
already. Afterwards the vast army on 
the side of the enemies dispersed. 


22. The elephant, the cars, the horses, 
and men, that had thronged together, 
having been struck by one another, fell 
down on the field of battle. So also the 
soldiers, extolling one another highly, 
were deeply struck by one another and 
slain; and with tottering steps they fell 
down upon the ground. 


23. After a short while, the heroic war- 
riors, after having surrounded Arjuna, even 
like the celestials encompasing Purandara, 
addressed him, saying: ʻO hero, that enemy, 
of whom we were greatly afraid like the 


| creatures being afraid of death itself, has 


now been slain by you.’ 


24. O smiter of enemies, had you not 
protected those people from terror, who had 
greatly been oppressed by the most power- 
ful foes, then there would have been im- 
mense gratification amongst the antagonists, 
even as there had been a great merriment 
amongst us on the slaughter of the enemies. 


25. Having heard these words and 
others repeated by his friends, Arjuna with 
cheerful mind advanced once more against 
the army of the Samsaptakas after having 


worshipped the people ascending to their 
positions. 


Thus ends the eighteenth chapter, the 


slaughter of Dandadhara, in the Karno 
Parva. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Conttnued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Having careered round, Jishnu 
slaughtered again an innumerable number 
of the Samsaptakas; even as the Planet 
Mercury destroys a large number of people 
by travelling in an exceedingly curved line. 


2 O monarch, O descendant of the 
Bharata race, the men, horses, cars and 
elephants, having been struck by tke arrows 
of the son of Pritha, wavered, roved about 
lost their color, fell down and disd. i 


3—4 The son of Pandu severed in the 
eld of battle, with his broad-beaded, 
fazor-like and crescent-shaped arrows, as 
well as with those equipt with the teeth of 
calves, the best of horses yoked to the cars, 
drivers, standards, bows and arrows, hands 
and the weapons held in the hands, the 
arms and heads of heroic warriors on the 
side of the enemies, who were fighting 
against him. 


§. The mighty heroes fell upon Arjuna 
by hundreds and thousands, even as the 
mighty bulls fight with another bull in 
order to gain a cow during season. 


6. The battle that took place betw en 
him and them made the hairs to stand on 
points. ‘This battle resembled the great 
war between the Daityas and the wielder 
of the thunder-bolt at the time of the con- 
quest of the three worlds. 


7. Thereupon the son of Ugrayudha 
pierced him (the son of Pritha) with three 
arrows that were like the Dandashuka 
‘snakes. He (the son of Pritha) on the other 
hand, severed his head from his body. 


8. Then they (the heroic warriors), high- 
ly enraged, shrouded Arjuna from all sides 
with innumerable weapons; even as the 
masses of clouds being urged by the winds 
cover the Himavat at the expiration of the 
summer. 


g. Arjuna, after having restrąined the 
weapons of his antagonists coming from all 
sides with the weap ins ef his own, slaugh- 
tered a large number of his foes with well- 
shot arrows. 


to—tt. Afterwards Arjuna made in- 
numerable cars severed of their Trivenus; 
and slaughtered the horses, the drivers and 
the Parshnis (drivers of another class) of 
them; and, again, displaced their weapons 
and quivers; and also destroyed their 
wheels and standards; and cut off their 
chords, traces and axes; and moreover 
despoiled their bottoms and yokes ; and at 
last displaced their equipments from their 
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proper places with a large number of his 
shafts. 


12. Those cars, lying there (on the field 
of battle) in innumerabie numbers, having 
been broken into pieces and iujured (by 
Arjuna), looked like the mansions of the 
rich men, smitten down either by the fire, 
or wind, or the rains, 


13. The elephants, having their vital 
parts penetrated with the arrows that were 
like the thunderbolt in speed, fell down 


like the mansions on the summits of a 
mountain shattered by the blasts of 
lightning. 


14. Having been afflicted by Arjuna, 
large number of horses, that had their 
tongues and entrails driven out, and that 
were greatly weakened, and that were 
smeared with blood, and also that had 
heļd an awful appearance, fell down upon 
the ground along with their riders. 


15. O sire, having been pierced by 
Savyasachin with the keen arrows, the men, 
horses, and elephants wandered about, 
with tottering steps, fell down, roared most 
loudly and died. 5 





16. The son of Pritha had slaughtered 
his antagonists with innumerable arrows, 
that were sharpened on stones, and also 
that were as deadly as the thunderbolt or 
the poison; even as Mahendra slays the 
Danavas. 


17. Many heroes, who had put on valu- 
able coats of armour, and who were 
adorned with various kinds of ornaments, 
and who had diverse forms, and who, again, 
were equipt with innumerable weapons of the 
best kinds, are lying, with their cars and 
standards, on the field of battle, having 
been slaughtered by the son of Pritha. 


18. The warriors, who were vanquished, 
of noble deeds and of ‘high parentage and 
learning departed to paradise on account 
of their noble deeds, whereas their bodies 
only lay upon the earth. 


19. Thereupon several kings of many 
countries, who were accompanied by their 
attendants, and who, again, were highly 
enraged, belonging to your army, proceed- 
ed most rapidly against Arjuna, that fore- 
most of car-warriors. 


20, Conveyed by their cars, horses and 
elephants, several warriors and foot-soldiers 
who were all very desirous of slaying 
(Arjuna), advanced most rapidly against 
their antagonist (Arjuna), letting off innu- 
merable weapons of great speed. 


21. Thereupon Arjuna, who was like 
the winds, had done away with the showers 
of weapons, that resembled the showers of 
rains, and that were let off by the warriors 
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resembling the masses of clouds, by means 
of sharp arrows, shot with great readiness. 


22. ‘Then the people saw him (Arjuna) 
crossing that bridgeless ocean, which was 
constitued by the horses, infantry, ele- 
phants, and cars, and whose waves were 
formed by the most powerful weapons of the 
foes, by means of a bridge composed of his 
offensive and defensive weapons. 


_ 23. Then Vasudeva said :—"O son of 
Pritha, O sinless one, why do you play 
thus? Having crushed down this army of 
the Samsaptakas, then make haste to slay 
Karna.” 


24. Having uttered—so be it,—to Krish- 
pa, Arjuna then forcibly struck down the 
rest of the army of the Samsaptakas; and 
slaughtered them, even as Indra had 
slaughtered the Daityas. 


25. It conld not be seen by the people 
with even the greatest attention, when 
Arjuna had taken up, or aimed the arrows, 
or shot the shafts with rapidity in the feld 
of battle. 


26. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
Govinda considered this event to be most 
wonderful. Those arrows (shot by Arjuna) 
looking white like swans and possessed of 
great impetuosity, entered into the hostile 
army, even as the swans enter into a Jake. 


27. Thereupon Govinda, after having 

observed the field of battle. during the 
course of the slaugter of men, addressed 
Savyasachin, saying -— 
. 28. “O son of Pritha, this formidable 
and great destruction of the kings of the 
Bharata race, as well as of the rulers of 
entire earth has taken place on account of 
the (foolish) actions of Duryodhana. 


. 29. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
behold these bows, having their backs 
decked in gold, of the mighty bowmen, 
fo also the girdles and quivirs, that were 
displaced from their bodies. 


30. (Again, behold), the straight shafts 
adorned with the golden wings, as well 
as the long arrows, washed with oil, even 
like the snakes coming out of their sloughs. 


31. O descendant óf the Bharata race, 
(behold also’ the lances of diverse kinds, 
that are adorned with gold and scattered 
on all sides, as well as the coats of mail, 
having golden backs and loosened from the 
bodies of the warriors. 


32. (Behold) the spears adorned with 
gold, and the Sakti-arrows also decorated 
with gold, as ‘well as the huge maces bound 
‘with the threads of gold and chords of 
hemp. 


33 (Behold) the swords ornamented 
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with the workmanship of gold, the axes 
decorated with gold, as also the battle-axeg 
equipt with the handles made of bright 
gold, 


34. (Again behold) the spiked maces, 
the short arrows, the Bhushandis, the 
Kanayas, the Kuntas, made of iron, 
scattered about, and the huge Mushalas. 


35. The mighty warriors. most desirous 
of victory {and possessed of immense 
activity, after having taken up weapons 
of diverse kinds, although dead, still looked 
as if they were living. 

36.- Behold those thousands of warriors, 
who had their limbs crushed by the maces, 
and who had their heads severed by the 
Mushalas, and again, who were highly 
pressed by the elephants, horses and cars. 


37—38. O destroyer of foes, the fulds 
of battle were scattered over with the dead 
bodies of the elephants, horses and men, that 
had been torn irto fragments with the 
shafts, the arrows called Sakti, swords and 
lances, and scimitars, axes, spears, and the 
Nakharas and clubs; and also those bodies 
were smeared with the torrents of blood. 


39. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
the earth shines most brilliantly with the 
arms scattered over her, that are smeared 
with the scit sandal and that are orna- 
mented with the Angadas, and also that 
are marked with the auspicious signs, and 
that are furnished with the leathern pro- 


tections, and that are adorned with the 
Keyuras. 


40. (Again, the earth looks most res- 
plendent), strewn over with the hands fur- 
nished with the well-protected fingers, 
severed from their arms and adorned with 
innumerable ornaments, and also with the 
thighs severed fiom their bodies and re- 
sembling the trunks of elephants, andy 
agan, with the teads of the most skilful 
and active wartiors, that are adorned with 
the turbans set with the most  yaluable 


gems, and furnished with the handsome 
ear-rings. 


41. Now do you behold the ‘most hand- 
Some Cars, equipt with the golden bells and 
breken into numberless fragments, so also 
the large | number of horses, that are 
areare with blood ; and again the bottoms 
ol cars and long quivers; as well as several 
kinds of flags and standards. 


42. (Again -do you behold) the 
conches of. the. warriors; the See that 
ace perfectly white; and the elephants whose 
hee have come out (of the-mouths), and 
ma re lying on the field, resembling the 


large 
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43. (Also behold) the variegated trium- 
phal banners, and the elephants, warriors, 
slain in the battle, the beautiful coverlets 
of elephants; and the innumerable blankets 
with excellent (needle) workmanship. 


44. (Moreover behold) the blankets, that 
are most handsome, variegated and torn 
into fragments, and as well as the bells, 
broken into minute particles by the falling 
elephants and loosened from their bodies. 


45. (Also behold) the hooks, that are 
furnished with handles, decked with pre- 
cious stones called Vaidurya and lying on 
the ground ; and the most handsome yokes 
of horses, as well as the armours for their 
breast, that are decked with diamonds ; 
and the valuable pieces of cloth, that are 
adorned with gold and tied to the summit 
of the standards carried by horsemen. 


46. (Behold) the coverlets of horses upon 
their backs lying upon the ground, that 
are most beautiful, and that are set with the 
precious jewels and that are adorned with 
gold and made of the skins of Ranku (a 
kind of deer). : 

47. (Behold) the headgears of the lords 
of men, and the beautiful garlands made 
of gold, and the umbrellas fallen from their 
proper places, and also the white yak-tails 
and fans. 5 3 

48. (Behold) the earth scattered over 
with the faces, that resemble either the 
moon or the stars in splendour, and that 
are furnished with handsome ear-rings, and 
that are ornamented with well-cut beards, 
and that are as brilliant as the full moon. 


49. As the lake is adorned with the as- 
semblage of white and pink lilies and fotuses, 
so the earth strewn ever with those faces 
resembling the lilies and lotuses in splen- 
dour is decked with them. 


50. Behold this (the earth), that resem- 
bles the clear moon in splendour, and that 
is variegated with the myriads of stars, and 
also that looks like the autumnal firmament 
sprinkled ver with the millions of stars. ` 


st. O Arjuna, the deeds that had been 
wrought by you to-day in this dreadful 
battle are proper for you; or for the lord of 
the celestials in heaven. 


52. While Krishna was thus showing 
that field of battle to the diadem-decked 
Arjuna, and going to their camp, he heard 
a loud roar in the army of Duryodhana. 


53. (In the army of Duryodhana were 
heard) the blare of conches and the beat 
of drums and cymbals, and the rattle of 
car-wheels, the neigh of horses, the roar of 
elephants and the dreadful class of in- 
numerable weapons. 








54. Having entered that army with 
horses swift as the wind, and also having 
seen your force crushed down by the chief 
of the Pandyas, Krishna became highly 
astonished. 


55- That foremost of kerves, who was 
skilled in the management of arrows and 
weapons in battle, slaughtered large throngs 
of enemies with different kinds of shafts, 
even as Yama (Death) destroys the crea- 
tures, deprived of their lives. 


56. That foremost of smiters, after 
having penetrated the bodies of the ele- 
phants, horses and soldiers, with keen 
arrows, had struck down the foes, who were 
deprived of both their bodies and lives. 


57. Then the chief of the Pandyas after 
having cut off the innumerable oifensive 
weapons shot by the most dreadful of his 
enemies with his own arrows had slaughter- 
ed those enemies, even as Shakra had slain 
the Asuras (in the battle of old). 


Thusends the nineteenth chapter, the 
general encounter, in the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XX. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 

1. The name of that foremost of heroes 
celebrated all over the world, was related 
by you already ; but O Sanjaya, his achiev- 
ments in battle were not related by yous 


2. Describe to me tg-detail the prowess, 
learning, spirit, energy, the amount of 
strength, and pride of that best of heroic 
warriors. 


Sanjaya said :— 

You regard Bhishma, Drona, Kripa, 
thè son of Drona, Karna, Arjuna, and 
Janardana to be well versed in the know- 
ledge of weapons, and also to be the fore- 
most of all bowmen, and, again, the best of 
car-warriors. 

4. But he (the chief of the Pandyas) in- 
deed surpasses all those mighty car-warriors 
in prowess. And he also does not consider 
any one of the kings to be equal to him- 
self. 

5: He (Pandya) does not admit that 
he is equal to either Karna or Bhishma; 
nor does he wish that he is inferior to 
Vasudeva or Arjuna. 

6. ‘That foremost of kings, Pandya, who 
was the most superior to all that are versed 
in the management of all weapons, slaught- 
ered the army of Karna, even as highly 
insulted Deatli destroys all the creatures, 
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q. That army (of Karna), which teemed 
with innumerable cars and horses, as also 
with the most expert of foot-soldiers, having 
been smitten down by Pandya,circled round 
ike the wheel of the potter. 


8. Pandya had, with his excellently-shot 
arrows, continued to scatter about that force, 
slaughtering its horses, drivers, standards, 
and cars, as also displacing its weapons and 
striking down ils elephants, even as the 
wind disperses the masses of clouds. 


9. He (Pandya) had slaughtered the ele- 
phants along with their riders and foot- 
soidiers guarding them, and had split as- 
under the banners, weapons and standards 
(wi ` which they were equipt) of thatarmy ; 
eve as the breaker of mountains splits 
asu..ier the mountains with the thunder- 


bolt. 


1o—11. He had smitten down the horses 
as well as the horsemen, who were armed 
with the arrows called Sakti, the lances and 
quivers. And then had destroyed the lives 
of the Pulindas, the Khasas, the Valhikas, 
the Nishadhas, the Andhakas, the Tanga- 
nas, the Southerners, and the Bhojas, who 
were all possessed of heroism and very 
hardly anliotsuaate in the field of battle, 
after having deprived them of their weapons 
and coats of armour, by means of innume- 
rable arrows. 


12. Having seen that Pandya in the field 
was slaughtering the army consisting of the 
four principal elements by means of his 
shafts, then the son of Drona, undaunted 
with fear, advanced against that fearless 
warrior. 


13. Having fearlessly addressed this 
hero (Pandya) in sweet words, who was then 
supposed to dance (on his car, in the field of 
battle), and also having called him to 
battle with a smiling face, that foremost of 
smiters (the son of Drona) uttered these 
words :— 


14. ‘O monarch, O' thou, who art poss- 
essed of eyes like the petals of a lotus, 
O thou of high parentage, O thou who art 


versed in all the sciences, O thou who dost. 


resemble the mightest smiter of the thunder- 
bolt, (Indra), O thou whose strength and 
prowess are most noted, 


15. Having caught the long bow-strin 
in your grasp and stretched the bow by 
our two massive arms, and also having 
pulled it by your hands, you look most 
handsome like a mass of congregated 
clouds. 


16. You have continued pouring down 
showers of arrows, poss -ssed of great impe- 
Sooni i do not fid any other hero than 
myself whe can stand against you i 
field of battle, ie a 
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17. Being alone, you smite down innu- 
merable cars, elephants, foot-soldiers, and 
horses; even as the fearless lion ot undaun- 
ted prowess kills a large number of deer in 
the forest. 


18. Having made both the firmament 
and the earth resound with the great rattle 
of your car-wheels, you look most resplen- 
dent, O monarch, like the conyregated 
mass of clouds, that destroys all the crops 
appearing at the end of the rains and mak- 
ing loud roars. 


19. Having taken out your sharp arrows 
from the quiver, that are like the snakes of 
virulent poison, do you fight with me alone ; 
even as Andhaka (Asura) fought with the 
three-eyed deity (Shiva) (in the days of 
yore). 


20. Having been thus addressed by the 
son of Drona and uttering these words—So 
be it, and also strike,—Malayadhwaja was 
greatly assailed, and he (Pandya) himself in 
return pierced the son of Drona with a bar- 
bed arrow. 


21. Thereupon the son of Drona, that 
foremost of preceptors, had smilingly struck 
down Pandya with numerous arrows, that 
penetrate even the vitals, and also that are 
possessed of great impetuosity, and, again, 
that resemble the flames of fire in splen- 
dour. 


22. Thereafter Ashwathaman, too, shot 
(at his enemy) several other broad-hea led 
arrows, that are furnished with sharp points 
and that are capable of penetrating the 
very vitals, and also that are possessed of 
ten different motions. 


23. Then Pandya severed those arrows 
(of his antagonist) by means of his nine 
keen shafts; and by means of four other 
arrows he afflicted the horses ‘four in num- 


ber), that had immediately been deprived 
of their lives. 


24. Thereupon, having struck down those 
arrows of the son of Drona, that had the 
splendour of the sun, with his own keen 
shafts, Pandya cut off the stretched bow- 
string \of his antagonist). 


25. Then having stringed his bow, that 
was without the string, and also hav- 
ing behold that his car was immediately 
yoxed to the foremost of horses by his 


men, that son of (Drona, that smiter of 
enemies, 


26. That twice-born person then sent 
away thousands of arrows (upon his anta- 
gonist) ; and he thereby filled ihe entire fir- 


manent and the different points of the hori- 
zon with his shafts. 


eae Having been conscious of the fact 
that all those arrows of the high-souled 


a 
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son of Drona shot by himself, were, 
indeed, inexhaustible, that foremost of 
persons. Pandya, then cut them all into 
fragments. 


28. Then, again the antagonist of the 
son of Drona, after having severed those ar- 
rows shot (by his foe)most carefully, had 
slain in the battle the two protectors of his 
(enemy’s) car-wheels, by means of his own 
keen shafts. 


29. Thereupon having observed the light- 
ness of hand of his antagonist, the son of 
Drona had stringed his bow into a circle, 
and shot innumerable arrows, even as the 
mass of clouds pours down the torrents of 
rain. 


30. O sire, the son of Drona shot, within 
the eighth part of a day, as many weapons 
as could be conveyed in eight carts drawn 
by eight bullocks. 


31. Almost all those people, whoever 
behold him (Ashwathaman), who then look- 
ed like the highly enraged Death himself, 
or who resembled the very destroyer of 
Death himself, had wholly lost their senses. 


32. The son of the preceptor poured 
forth showers of arrows upan that hostile 
army, even as the mass of congregated 
clouds, at the expiration of the summer, 
drops down showers of rain upon the earth, 
containing mountains and trees upon her. 


33. Then Pandya, who was like the 
wind, after having checked,with his weapon, 
called the Vayavya, that intolerable shower 
of shafts poured down by the son of Drona, 
who was like the mass of clouds, roared 
most loudly with great gratification. 


34. The son of Drona, after having cut 
off the standard, that was smeared with 
soft sandal and paste of Aguru, and also 
that resembled the Malaya mountain,—of 
that person, who uttered most loud roars, 
slaughtered four horses (belonging to him— 
Pandya). 

35. After having slaughtered his (Pan- 
dya’s) charioteer with a single arrow, and 
also having severed his bow, that twanged 
like a vast mass of clouds, with a crescent- 
shaped arrow, had broken down his car 
into smallest fragments. 


36. Having restrained the weapons (shot 
by his antagonist) by the weapons of his 
own, and also having struck down all these 
weapons, the son of IDrona, most desirous 
of encountering (with his foe), did not 
slaughter him even on receiving his anta- 
gonist (within his reach). 


37- Within a very short time Karna 
proceeded most rapidly against the eie- 
phant-force belonging to the Pandavas, as 
also then rushed against their vast army. 
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38. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
he then deprived the car-warriors of their 
cars, and, with numerous straight arrows, 
cut off the elephants, horses, and warriors 
in large numbers, 


39- Thereupon that mighty bowman, the 
son of Drona, did not sliughter Pandya, 
who was the great smiter of his enemies, 
and who, again, was the foremost of car- 
warriors, alter having made him carless, for 
he had the desire of battling with him for 
some time. 


40. After having roared against another 
hostile elephant, that foremost of elephants, 
that was riderless, and that was furnished 
with all his equipments, and that was pos- 
sessed of great activity, and that followed 
the echives (of other hostile elephants), and, 
again,that was endowed with great strength, 
and that was struck with the aorows of the 
son of Drona, and also that had great im- 
petuosity, advaneed most rapidly against 
him (Pandya). 


41. That lord of the Malaya mourttains, 
that prince (Pandya) well versed in fighting 
upon the back of the elephant, ascended, 
with great activity, that foremost of ele- 


| phants, resembling the summit of a mount- 


ain and also proceeding towards him; even 
as alion, roaring most loudly, ascencs the 
peak of a mountain. 


42. Being highly enraged. and most 
careful in the matter of nurling weapons 
with great impetuosity, that lord of the 
prince of mountains, roaring must loudly 
and afflicting the elephant, had hutled im- 
mediately a lance, that had the splendour 
of the rays of the sun, towards the son of 
the preceptor. 


43. Having shouted with joy, uttering 
repeatedly—VYou are slaty, you are slatn,— 
he (Pandya) broke into pieces the diadem of 
the son of Drona, that was ornamented 
with the best sorts of jewels and furnished 
with the superior kinds «f diamonds, and 
again, equipt with first-cliss gold and ex-? 
cellent cloth and garlands of pearls. 


44. That diadem, that was as resplend- 
ent as either the sun, or the moon, or the 
planets, or the fire, fell down on account of 
the severe stroke, and was broken into 
minute fragments ; even as the summit of a 
mountain, smitten by the thunder of Indra, 
falls upon the face of the earth, sending 
forth a very great noise. 


45. Thereupon he (the son of Drona), 
became fiery with great wrath, even as the 
king of the snakes, being trodden down by 
the foot, blazes forth with anger. He then 
took up fourteen shafts, that resembled the 
rod of Death himself, and also that were 
capable of afflicting the enemies. 
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46. He then cut off the (four) feet and 
trunk of that elephant (belonging to his 
antagonist) with five arrows, as well as the 
arms and head of the king with three other 
shafts; and thereafter he slaughtered the 
mighty car-warriors, who accompanied king 
Pandya to the field, and who, again, were 
highly resplendent. 


47. Those two arms of the king, that 
were prétty long and round, and that were 
smeared with excellent sandal paste, and 
also that were ornamented with gold, pearls, 
gems and diamonds, rolled on, falling upor 
the earth, like two snakes slain by Garuda. 


48. ‘The head, again, that was furnished 
witha face resembling the full moon, and 
with eyes, large and red like copper, on 
account of wrath, and that had a prominent 
nose, and also that was adorned with the 
ear-rinys, blazed upon the earth, even as 
the moon shines between two constillations. 


49. That elephant, indeed, was divided 
into six pieces with five foremost of arrows, 
and the king was cut into four porsions with 
three others. These ten parts thus divided 
by the-skilful warrior were like the clarified 
butter portioned out into ten parts offered 
up to ten diffierent deities. 


50. That king Pandya, after having 
severed into fragments innumerable horses, 
men and elephants, and also having offered 
them to the Rakshashas as their food, was 
himself quieted (by the son of Drona with 
blazing Shafts), even as the cremation fire, 
after having received the libation of dead 
body, and also having appeased the dead 


fore-fathers, is itself extinguished by the 
constant flow of waters. 


51. The king, your son, after having 
- advanced towards him, most joyfully wor- 
shipped, with enough of reverence, the son 
of the precepter, who had. finished all learn- 
ing, and who, again, had completed all his 
tasks, while (the king) was himself sur- 
rounded by all his brothers; even as the 
lord af ine eetis most cheerfully wor- 
shippe ishni after the subjugati 
Vali (an Asura). ' Ipea on, ot 


Thus ends the twentieth ch t 
Fall of Pandya, in tke Karna Parse ae 


CHAPTER XXI. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 
t. O Sanjaya, on the slau 
ane alse awhile that forem 
-Kacna, -destroyed the hostile f 
did Arjuna-do.in the field of batter een 


ghter of Pandya 


ost of warriors, - 
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2. That son of Pandu, who had finished 
the study of all sciences, and who also was 
possessed of immense strength, and who 
was attentive to fixed duties, and who was 
a hero, was made by the lofty-minded San- 
kara most invincible amongst all creatures, 


3. My greatest and highl tormenting 
terrors are from that slayer o antagonists, 
Dhananjaya. O Sanjaya, do you relate to me 
in detail what the son of Pritha had done 
there on that occasion, 


Sanjaya said :— 

4. On the death of Pandya, Krishna, 
with great activity, uttered these most 
beneficial words -to Arjuna: ‘I- do not 


find out the king. The other Pandavas 
have fled away (from the field of battle).’ 


5. The vast hostile force was repeatedly 
broken by the son of Pritha, who retreated 
(from the field). The Srinjayas were 
slaughtered by Karna in carrying out the 
purposes of Ashwathaman. 


6. Then also a dreadful slaughter of the 
horses, cars and elephants was made’ (by 
that warrior). Thus the hero, Vasudeva, 


related all these to the diadem-decked one 
(Arjuna). 


7. Hearing of the great and immense 
fear of his brother (Yndhishtira), as also 
witnessing it, the Pandava‘readily address- 


ed him thus: ‘O Hrishikesha, urge the 
horses.’ 


8. Thereupon, Hrishikesha went (to the 
battle), ascending on an irresistible car. 
Then there raged a dreadful battle. 


9. Then once more both.-the Kurus and 
the Pandavas fearlessly came face to face 
(for an encounter). The sons of Pritha 
were headed by Bhimasena: and we were 
headed by the son of duta. 


10. Thereupon, O best of monarchs, 
again the dreadful battle took place bet- 
ween Karna and Pandavas, which aggran- 
dised the kingdom of Yama. 


11—12. Having taken up the bows, the 
arrows, the spiked maces, and the swords, 
lances, and tlie.battle-axes and also the 
short clubs, the Vushandis, the Shakti- 
darts, the rapiers and the axes, as well as 
the iron maces, the spears, the white Kun- 
tas, the short arrows, and the hooks, the 
warriors most rapidly fell upon one another 
with the desire of killing them. 


„13. Having filled the firmament, the ten 
different points of the horizon as well as 
the other subsidiary points, and the upper 
atmosphere with the noise 


A ) of arrows, the 

owstring, and the sound of palms, and, 
again, having made the entire earth echo 
with the n 


oise of the clattering car-wheels, 


KARNA 


the warriors proceeded against their an- 
tagonists. 

14. Being gratified with that tremendous 
noise, the hero, who were most willing to 
cross over and reach the shore of that 
dreadful ocean of hostility, began to fight 
with numerous other horses. 


15. There was a great noise of the 
bowstrings, bows and lances, and the loud 
roar of elephants; as also there were 
terrible shouts of the foot soldiers and men 
falling (upon the earth). 


16, There, having heard the numerous 
kinds of arrow sounds, and the terrible 
uproar of the heroic warriors, the combat- 
ants were deeply struck with terror, fell 
down and became very pale. 

17. The warlike son of Adhiratha crush- 
ed, with innumerable arrows, large numbers 
of these enemies, who uttered loud roars, 
and poured forth showers of weapons. 


18. Then Karna led to the abode of 
Death twenty car-warrios against the 
Panchala heroes, along with their horses, 
drivers, and standards, by means of his 
innumerable arrows. 


19. Then, again, the best of the warriors 
of the vast Pandava force, who were ail 
very powerful, and who also were 
smart in the management of weapons, 
after having careered round, surrounded 
Karna from all sides in the field of battle. 


Thereupon Karna crushed the army 
means of showers 
leader of the ele- 
lake, crushes down 
adorning the lake 


20. 
belonging to the foes by 
of shafts; even as the 
phants, plunging into a 
the lotuses and swans, 
itself. 


21. The son of Radha, after having 
entered the hostile force, and also having 
shaken his best of bonds had struck off 
their heads with his keen arrows, and 
caused them to fall upon the earth, 


22. Being broken into pieces, the shields 
and coats of mail, belonging to the war- 
riors, fell upon the earth ; and none of them 
could bear the touch of a second arrow (to 
be shot by Karna). 


23. He (Karna) struck the fences of 
the antagonists, that could be perceivable 
only by the bowstrings, by means ot shafts 
shot from his bow, that were capable of 
crushing the coats of mail, the bodies and 
the lives (of thc combatants) ; even as one 
strikes the horses with the whip. 


24. Then Karna, with great speed, 
crished down tne Pandus, the Panchalas, 
and the Srinjayas, who came within the 
reach of his arrows; even as the lion slays 
the whole lot of deer. 


very | 
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25. Thereupon, O site, the king of the 
Panchalas, the sons of Draupadi, the twin 
brothers and Yuyudhana, who all gathered 

| together, advanced against Karna. 


26. Whilst the Kurus, | the Panchalas 
and the Pandus were fighting with one ano- 
ther, the combatants, offering up their lives 


slaughtered one another in the feld of 
battle. 
27—28. O sire, the mighty warriors, 


who were all protected with armours and 
coats of mail, and who also were ornament- 
ed with the head-gears, uplifting their 
maces, short clubs and spiked maces, that 
resembled the very uplifted rod of Death 
himself, uttered loud roars, challenged, 
jumped, marched most rapidly and dread- 
fully against their antagonists. 


29. Thereupon they (the combatants), 
being highly afflicted by one another, and 
also heing deprived of their brains, eyes and 
weapons, struck one another and fell down 
in the field of battle, when blood gushed 
out of their limbs. 


30. Some of the warriors, who were CO- 
vered over with innumerable weapons, lay 
(in the field of battle}; and they were sup- 
posed to be alive with faces, that were as 
handsome as the pomegranates, and also 
that were adorned with numerous teeth, and 
smeared with blood. 


31—32. With the battle-axes, short 
maces, swords, the arrows called Sakti, the 
Vindtpalas, and hooks, spears and lances, 
others, again, who were highly enraged, 
either crushed, cut off, pierced, hurled down 
lopped off or slaughtered one another in 
that vast ocean of battle. 


33- 





Being 'slain by one another, they 
| (the combatants) fell down dead and 
covered over with blood; .even as the 
| sandal trees, being felled, fall down shedd- 
| ing red and excellent juice. 

Yo Bo Cars, being destroyed by cars, and 
| elephants, smitten down by elephants and 
| men, slaughtered by men, and horses struck 
| down by horses, fell (upon the aith) in 

thousands. 


25. The standards, heads, umbrellas, 
trunks of elephants and arms of men, 
being severed by the razor-like, broad 
headed, and cresent-shaped arrows, fell 
down upon the earth. 


36. They (the combatants) had smitten 
down in that battle, the men, elephants, and 
horses yoked to the cars. Many heroes, 
were slaughtered by horsemen; and the 
elephants had their trunks cut off. 


37. The elephants and cars being smitten 
down by the foot-soldiers, their standards 
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along with their banners fell down like the 
cloven mountains. 


38. On all sides, some (of the warriors) 


were slaughtered, and some were in course | 


of being slaughtered, and others, again, 
fell down, Pren the horser. en after having 
encountered must actively with the fvot. 
suldiers, were killed (by the foot-soldiers.) 


39: The throngs of foot-soldiers, being 
slain by the horsemen, were lying on the 
field of battle, resembling the crushed 
lutuses and laded floral wreaths, 


40. The faces and limbs of the slain 
rested on the field. And, O king, the 
most beautiful forms of the elephants, 


horses and men, that resembled the dirty 


cloMs, presented an exceedingly gloomy 
site, 


Thus ends the twenty-first chafter, the 
general encounter, in the Karna Parva, 


CHAPTER XXII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 


I. Having been persuaded by your son, 
Many elephant-warriors, riding upon their 
elephants, and desiring to bring about his 
destruction, became highly enraged and 
marched against Dhristadyumna. 


2. Many foremost of elephant-warriors 
belonging to the tribes called the Easterners, 
the Southerners, the Angas, the Bangas, 


the Pundras, the Mayadhas, and the l'ama- 
liptakas, 


3- And, O descendant of the Bharata 
race, also belonging to the Mekalas, the 
Koshalas, the Madras, t e Dasharnas, and 
the Ni-hadhas, who were all very skilful in 
fighting on the back of elephants, and who 
agin, were accompanied by the Kalingas, 


4. Began to pour forth shower 
lances and broad-headed shafts, like the 
mas es of clouds, and atso they all drenched 


the whole force of the Panchalas (with 
them) in that battle, 


5: He (Dbristadyumna) then dro 
down showers of arrows, 
shafts upon those elephants, that crushed 
down the enemies, and also that were urged 
forward by their being deeply struck in the 
sides with heels, toes and hooks. 

6. O descendant of the B 
he (the Panchala chief) 
of these elephants, that 
tains with ten, six or eigli 


s of arrows, 


ed 
and Droad EAI 


ie Bharata race, 
pierced every one 

resembled moun- 
t keen arrows, 
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7. Both the Pandus and the Panchalag, 
uttering loud roars and being furnished 
with the sharp weapons, advanced towards 
him (the Panchala chief) who was then 
closed with by those elephamts even as the 


sun is covered over with the masses of 
clouds, 
8. Then they (the above warriors) con- 


tinned to shower (their weapons) upon those 
elephants, and having been excited by the 
sound of bowstrings and palins, as wall as 
by the beatings (caused by the heroes), 
began to dance the dance worthy of the 
heroic warriors. 

9. Afterwards Nakula, Shahadeva, 
the sons of Draupadi, the Provadrakas, 
Satyaki, Shikhandin, and the most power- 
ful Chekitana,—these heroes drenched 
(these elephants) from all sides (with their 
weapons); even as the clouds drench the 
mountains with the torrents of water. 


to. Being driven by the Mlechchas, these 
elephants, highly enraged, had cast down 
the men, the horses, and cars, with their 
trunks, and crushed ihein with their feet, 


1t. Then they (the elephants) pierced 
them with the points of their tusks, and 
having thrown them down shattered them. 
Others, again, being lifted up with their 
tusks, fell down upon the ground exciting 
great horror (in the spectators.) 


12. Thereupon Satyaki, after having 
pierced the elephant of the Vanga prince, 
that was standing before him, in the very 
vitals with a long arrow possessed of great 
impetuosity, hurled hint down upon the 


ground.) 


13. Again, Satyaki had struck the chest 
of him (the rider of that elephant), whose 
body was not yet touched, and who also 
fell down from his elephant, with a long 
shaft. Thus struck, he (the vider) fell upon 
the ground, 


14. Shahadeva, ` 


on the other hand, 
had struck the ele 


phant of falling Pundra, 
that was moving 


like a mountain, with 
three long arrows, which were most excela 
lently directed. 


15. Then Shahadeva, after having de- 
prived that elephant of his banners, driver, 
armour, standard and life, again advanced 
agaist the ruler of the Angas. 

16. But Nakula, having forbidden Shas 
hadeva (from advancement), himself crush- 
ed the chief of the Angas with three lon 
shafts resembling the very rods of Death 


In appearance, as weil as his elephant with 
hundred others, Le 


17. The ruler of the Angas, on the 
other hand, had directed eight hundred 





4 


KARNA 


lances, that were as respledent as the rays 
of the sun, towards Nakula, who, again, 
shattered cach of theta into three pieces. 
18. So again, the son of Pandu severed 
the head (of his antagonist) with a crescent 


shaped arrow. Thar Mlechehia, being thus | 


cut off, fell down with his elephant. 


19. ‘Thereupon, when the prince of the 
Angas, who was well versed in the know- 
ledge of managing elephants, was thus | 
slain, the highly enraged elephant-war- 
riers of the Anga race, rushed agains: 
Nakula, riding upon their elephants, 

20, That were adorned with waving | 
banners, and also that were furnished with 
excellent mouths, and that were decked 
with the housings made of gold, and that 
were as resplendent as the blazing moun- | 
tains; for, the warriors were most desirous | 
of crushing him and all possessed of im- 
meuse activity. 

21. The Mekalas, the Utkalas, the Kalin- 
gas,the Nishadhas, the Pamraliptakas, who 
were all very willing to slaughter him, con- 
tinued to pour forth showers of arrows 
and lances (upon Nakula). 





22. Then the highly enrgaed Pandus, | 
Panchalas, and Somakas proceeded most | 
rapidly to rescue Nakula, who was closed 
with by those warriors, even as tie sun is | 
covered over with the masses of clouds. 

23. ‘Thereupon, the battle raged between 

the car-warriors,—who were shvsting show 
ers of shafts, and hurling down thou- 
sands of lances, (at the antayonists).— 
and the herees fighting from the bac of 
elephants. 
24. The frontal globes and several other 
vitals, the tusks and the equipments of the 
elephants, that were deeply pierced with 
long shaits, were all shattered. 

25. Thereupon Shahadeva had most 
rapidly slaughtered eight of the gigantic 
elephants with sixty-four arrows, passat j 
of great impetuosity. On that, they all | 
fell down along with their riders. i 

26. Nakula also, who was the darling | 
of his family, after having lifted up the tor 
most of his bow with great caie, had slau- | 
ghtered innumerable elephants with straiz int | 
shafts, | 

27. Thereupon the chief of the Pancha- | 
las, the grandson of Shini, the sous of | 
Draupadi, the Provodrakas and Shikhan- | 

[i 














din, poured forth showers of arrows upon 
those huge elephants. 
28. Having been killed with the torrents 
“of shafts by such clouds as the Pandu war- 
tiurs, those hills of elephants belonging to 
the foes, Ichi down; even as the moun- i 


6 


| of the son of Pandu, after h 


| warriors, seeing those two thus eng 
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tains are struck down by the failing of 
thunders, è 


29. Hiving thas slaughtered your ele- 


| phants, those foremost of car-warriors, be- 





longing to the side of the Pandus, looked at 
the army (on your side), that was running 
away from the field lke a river, flowin,- 
down a shore other than where it took it 
ise. 





30. Those warriors, belonging to the side 
ving first agi- 
tated that army and again having afflicted, 
proceeded most rapidly against Karna. 





Thus ends the twenty-second ch apter, the 
encounter between several Nerves, in the 
Karna Parva. 





CHAPTER XXITR 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. O great monarch, Dushasana rushed 
against Shihadeva, that is, brother against 


| biother, who was highly enraged and,blasted 


your arwy. 


2. In the field of battle, the mighty car- 
red in 
fierce encounter, began to utter shouts 
zsembling the roars of lions, and to wave 
their cloths, 











a 


3- Uhereupon, O descendant of the 
Barata race, the most pewertul son of 
Pandu was deeply struck in the chest with 
three shafts by the bowman, your son, who 
was highiy enraged, 


4. Then, O monarch, Shahadeva, after 


| having Ürst piecced your son, again struck 


him with seventy shalts, as well as his cha- 
tivteer with three others, 

5: Thereupon, O king, Dushasana, after 
having severed his bow in that dreadiul 
baule, struck Shahadeva with seveily- 
three arrows both in the arms and the 
Cues. 


6. Lien the highly enraged Shahadeva, 


| aller having taken up his sword and turne 





ed it round, had hurled it imme itely 
towards the ear of your son in that lerce 
encounter, 


7. Thus having severed his (Dusha- 
sana’s) bow along with its string and arrow, 
then that fearlul sword feli doewn upon the 
earth, even as a snake falls down from hea- 
ven upon the ground. 


8. Thereupon Shahadeva, Possessed of 
immense prowess, having taken up another 
bow, hurled at Dushasana a shalt, capable 
of bringing about death, 
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9. Then the son of Kuru had severed 
into two fragments, with his keen-edged 
sword, that shaft, which was as resplendent 
as the very rod of Death himself, directed 
towards him. 


10. Then having turned round that 
sharp-edged sword in the field of batile, the 
most powerful one took up another bow 
most rapidly, and grasped an arrow. 


11. On the other hand, Shahadeva, as 
if laughing, had suddenly thrown down 
that sword with keen arrows, that was 
directed towards him, 


12. Thereupon, O descendant of the 
Bharata race,your son most rapidly directed 
sixty-four arrows against the car of Shaha- 
deva, in that dreadful battle. 


13. Then Shahadeva, O monarch, cut 
off every one of these innumerable arrows, 
that were falling with speed (upon him) 
with five shafts of his own in that battle. 


14. Having thus restrained those power- 
ful arrows, shot by your son, he (Shaha- 
_deva) sent away innumerable shafts against 
him (his antagonist) in that dreadful battle. 


15. Your son, too, having severed every 
one of these arrows with three shafts of his 
own, sent out a great uproar; and thereby 
caused the whole earth echo with it. 


16. Thereupon, O monarch, Dushasana, 
having pierced the son of Pandu in that 
battle, had struck the charioteer of the 
Madraya chief with nine shafts. 


17. O mighty monarch, the most power- 
ful Shahadeva, being highly enraged at 
this, fixed an arrow on his bow, that was as 
deadly as Death himself. Then having 
stretched his bow with great force, he shot 
that arrow at your son. 


18. O monarch, that shaft, after having 
successively pierced with great force through 
his body and his strong armour, itself en- 
tered into the earth, even as the snakes 
enter into the ant-hill. ‘Thereupon, O king, 
your son, that mighty car-warrior, became 
senseless. 


19. Having seen him thus senseless and 
himself being deeply struck with sharp 
arrows, his charioteer with great rapidity 
carried away the car. - 


20. Having defeated that Kuru warrior 
in battle, the son of Pandu looked at the 
army of Duryodhana and crushed it on all 
sides. 


21. O descendant of the Bharata race 
© monarch, that force belonging to the 
Kurus was crushed by the son of Pandu 
even as a swarm of ants is crushed to death 
by a man with great rage. 


that were as deadl 
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Thus ends the twenty-third chapter, the 
encounter betwsen Shahadeva and Dushas- 
ana, in the Karna Parva. 





CHAPTER XXIV. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O monarch, Karna the son of 
Vikartana, indeed, restrained with great 
rage Nakula, who was destroying and dis- 
persing the army (belonging to the Kurus) 
in that battle. 


2. Thereupon, Nakula smilingly uttered 
these words to Karna :=-'l am, alter a long 
while and through the kindness of the celes- 
tials, seen by you. 


3. O wretched one, such as I am, yon 
have become the object of my sight in this 
battle. Indeed, you are the root of all 


these evils, as well as of this hostility and 
warfare. 


4. Throngh your faults the Kuru warri- 
ors, after having fought against one another 
had become thinned. Having slaughtered 
you to-day in the battle, I will consider 
myself as having performed my duties ; and 
also I will be free from the fever (of my 
heart). 

s. Being thus addressed, the son of Snta 
replied to Nakula in expressions worthy of 


the soa of a king, and of a bowman 
specially. 
6. 


‘O brave warrior, strike me; we will 
behold your manliness. © hero, first 
having achieved some deeds in the battle, 
then it behoves you to speak. 


7. O sire, without speaking anything 
(highly of themselves) in the battle, the 
warriors fight to the best of their might. 
Hence, do you fight with me to the best of 


your power. I will surely destroy your 
vanity. 
8. Waving addressed him thus, the son 


of Suta struck the son of Pandu most 


rapidly, and pierced him in the battle with 
seventy-three arrows. 


Re Thereupon, O descendant of the 
yarata race, Nakula, indeed, having been 
hus pierced by the son of Suta, pierced 
the Suta’s son in return with eight shafts, 
t \ y as the snakes possess- 
ing virulent poison. 5 
To. Then Karna, 


that f 
bowman, after h most powerful 


r aving severed his (enemy's) 
hoy with numerous shafts, winged with 
go poa sharpened on stone, crushed the 
son of Pandu with thirty other arrows. 


+ 
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1i. Those arrows, after having pierced 
through his armour, drank his blood in the 
battle; even as the snakes of virulent 
poison, after having penetrated the earth, 
drink the water. 

12. ‘Then he (Nakula), taking up an- 
other bow, that was most formidable and 
adorned with gold on the back, penetrated 
Karna with twenty shafts, and pierced his 
charioteer with three others. 

13. Thereupon, O mighty king, the 
highly enraged Nakula, that slayer of 
heroic foes, severed the bow of Karna with 
sharp razor-like arrows. 


14. Thereupon that brave warrior (the 
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was covered over with them, none of the 
rovers of the sky descended upon the 
earth. 

25. While all the directions were thus 
closed with the shots of innumerable arrows 
from all sides, those two  lofty-minded 
heroes bhazed forth like two risen suns 


appearing at the time of universal disso- 
lution, 


26. O foremost of monarchs, having 
been highly oppressed with the pain, and 


| greatly crushed, and slaughtered by these 


son of Pandu) smilingly struck this one | 


(Karna), the mightiest of all car-warriors, 
(Karna) whose bow was severed with three 
hundred shafts. 


15. O sire, seeing Karna thus crushed 
by the son of Pandu, all the car-warriors, 
along with the celestials, obtained the high- 
est condition of astonishment. 


16. ‘Then Karna, the son of Vikartana, 
grasping another bow, had shot upon 
Nikula five shafts in the shoulder-joint. 


17. Thus the son of Madri blazed with 
those arrows sticking to that place(in his 
body) ; even as the sun, shedding lustre on 
the earth, looks resplendent with his own 
rays. 

18. ‘Thereupon Nakula, indeed, after 
having penetrated Karna with seven im- 
petuous arrows, once more severed one of 
the horns of his bow, O sire. 

19. Thereupon in the field of battle he 


arrows shot from the bow of Karna, all the 
Somakas died. 

27. Inthe same way, O king, the army 
on your side, thus slain by the arrows of 
Nakula, dispersed on yll sides; even as 
the masses of clouds are dispersed by the 
wind. 

28. The two armies, being thus slaughter- 
ed by both the (above) warriors with divine 


| arrows, possessed of great impetuosity, 


fled beyond the reach of falling shafts, and 


| stood even as they were spectators (of the 


(Karna), taking up another bow, that was | 
possessed of greater strength, closed the | 


different points of the compass, on every 
side of Nakula, with his arrows. 


20. That mighty car-warrior (Nakula), 


being thus suddenly closed with the arrows, | 


shot irom Karna’s bow, rapidly struck down 
these shafts with the arrows of his own. 

21. Then that net-work of arrows 
spread over the sky, looked like the fima- 
ment, covered over with innumerable fire- 
flies, that roved about it. 

22. Then, O ruler of earth, the welkin, 
covered over as it was with the hundreds of 
arrows shot by both of them, looked even 
as it was covered over with the swarms of 
locusts. 

23. Those arrows, that were adorned 
with gold, having issued forth in continu- 
ous lines, looked most handsome like the 
cranes flying in continuous lines (through 
the sky). 

24. When the firmament was thus closed 
with the net-work of arrows, and the sun 





battle.) 


29. Thus when both the armies were 
dispered by the arrows of Karna, and the 
son of Pandu, these two high-minded 
warriors pierced each other with showers 
of shafts. 

30. Most willing to kill each other, 
both the warriors showed their celestial 
weapons in the battle-Reld, and closed each 
other all on a sudden (with showers of 
arrows.) 

31. The arrows that were furnished 
with the Kanka, the peacock feathers and 
garments, shot by Nakula, after having 
closed the son of Suta, appeared to stay 
on the sky. 


32. In the same way, the arrows that 
were shut by the son of Suta in that fierce 
battle, after having closed the son of Pandu 
appeared to stay on the sky. 


33. O monarch, both the warriors, 
having entered the chambers composed of 
arrows, could not be seen by any persons; 
even as both the sun and the moon, covered 
over with the masses of clouds, cannot be 
sven by any persons, 


34. Thereupon Karna, who was highly 
enraged, after having assumed a very terri- 
ble look in the field of battle, shrouded the 
son of Pandu with showers of shafts shot 
from all sides. 


35, O powerful monarch, the son of 
Pandu, who was wholly shrouded by the 
son of Suta (with arrowy showers), did not 
feel any uneasiness; even as the sun (the 
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giver of light), covered by the clouds, feels 
no pain. 


36. Thereupon, O sire, the son of Adhi- 
ratha, alter smiling for atime, shet forth 
hundreds and thousands of shafts in the 
field pf battle. 


37. There (upon the field of battle) all 
appeared to be one continuous shade by 
the shafts of that lofty-minded one (Karna) 
even as there formed a shade of clouds by 
the foremost of falling arrows. 


38. Then, O powerful monarch, Karna 
after having severed the bow of that high- 
souled one (Nakula), smilingly caused the 
fall of his charioteer from the car-nichi, 


39. Thereupon, O descendant of the 
Bharata race,, he (Karna) sent away the 
four horses of him (Nakula) to the abode of 
Death most rapidly by means of four sharp- 
edged srrows, 

40. “hen also he with innumerable ar- 
rows, cut off intominute fragments his (an- 
tagonist's) celestial car, his standard, the 
protector of his car-wheels. his mace and 
sword, and his shield, that was furnished 
with hundreds of moons, as well as his all 
Other equipments of war, O sire. 


41. O ruler of carth, losing his horse, | the Panchatas, riding upon a car, 
and being deprived of his car and shield, he ! furnished with innumerable stand 


(Nakula) immediately alighted from his car, 
and, taking up his spiked club, stood (in the 
field of baitle). 


42. O monarch, the son of Suta had 
struck down that dreadiul mace, uplifted by 
him, with the keenest arrows, capable of 
bearing the greatest strain, 


43- On seeing him (his antagonist) with- 
out any weapons, Karna afflicted him with 
numerous straight arrows: wut he did not 
oppress him too severely, 


44. O monarch, Nakula of auitated sen- 
ses, who was struck by that most 
ful warrior, well versed in 
arms in 
sudden. 


power- 
the scicnce of 
the battle, fled away all on a 


45. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
the sons of Radha, indeed laughing, again 
and again, and pursuing him (Nakula), 
placed the bow, that was furnished with 
string, around his neck, 


46. Thereupon, O king, that strong bow 
placed round his neck, blazed forth lige the 
moon in the firmament, when she is sur- 
rounded by a halo of light, or like the 
inass of black clouds adorned by the bow of 
Indra. 


47. Then Karna addressed him thus ; 
‘whatever you speak is of no avail. Being 
delighted, do you utter those Words once 


self. 
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more, as you are struck over and over 
again, 

48. O sonof Pandu, do you not fight 
with the mightiest of Kurus; O son, fight 
with those, that are your equals. O son of 
Pandu, do not be ashamed of it. 


49. O son of Madri, vo home, where are 
Krishna and Palguna? O most powerful 
monarch, he then, having addressed him 
thus, dismissed hin at that time, 


59. Thereupon that hero (Karna), who 
was well-versed in the code of morality, 
and did not slaughter nin (Naknl: ), who 
was alinost within the reach of Death him- 
Then, O monarch, res snbling the 
words of Kosti, he (Karni fet him go, 













51. DI king, the son of Pandu, being 
thus abandoned by that b 
son of Suta, and fee 





went towards the car of 
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of Sata 





the son 
brother): 








and, be erich, sighed 
heavily like a suake coulined within a 
vessel, 


53- Then Karna, after having defeated 
him (Nakulas, rushed most rapidly apainst 
that was 
ards, and 
having the coluar ofthe moon. 

54- On seeing the commander of the 
(Kaurava) army rushing against the car- 
warriors of the Panchala force, there arose 
a dreadful uproar against the Pandavas, Q 
ruler of earth. 





55. O most powerful monarch, that lord 
the son of Suta, circling round the field of 
battle, like a wheel,per Petuated an immense 
slaughter there at the time When the sun 
attained the meridian, 

56—58. © sire, we saw numerous car- 
Warriors or the Panchala army. who were 
Carried away (from the field ol battle) upon 
cats, some of which had their wheels broken 
down, and some of which had their banners 
and standards torn into pieces, and some 
also had their horses and drivers slaughter- 
ed (in the battle), and some, again, were 
without their wheels, Innumerable cleph- 
ants, also, wandered and run about in the 
diferent directions of the fjeld of battle, 
some of which had their bodies wholly burnt 
by the forest-fire, like the’ elephants in the 
dense forest; and others, again, amongst 
the elephants, had their frontal globes 
severed, and the bodies besmeared with 
blood, and the trunks cut off into fraw- 
ments, z 

59- 
phants, 





Moreover, O sire, 


3 some other cle- 
- being slaughtered 


by. that high- 





j 
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souled one (Karna) fell down with their ar- 
mours cut off, or their tails curtailed, like 
the masses of clouds dispers by the 
wind. 





Óo. Again, other clephants, that were 
terrified by the shots of arrows and lances 


of the son of Radha, rashed with their. 


faces towards him (the son of Radha); 
even as the insects rush towards the blazing 
fire, . 

61. Other mighty elephants were looked 
to strike against one anou they also 
shed blood from their limbs, even as the 
mountains let flow streams of water from 
their summits. 








62—64. 


saw numerous best heroes rovi 






” about in 
all directlons—the berocs that were deprived 
of their breast-plates, and s 5 of 
ornaments, made ol silver, brass, ld, 
and also that were divested of their Uap- 
pings, bridle-bits yak-tails, and sad 
cloths, and, again, that had their quivers, 
falling’ off (from their bodies), and whose 
brave riders,who formed the beauty of battle 
were all slain. 








65—66. O descendant of the Bharata 
race, we saw numerous horsemen, furnished 
with armours and coronets, who, being 
penetrated jby the swords, scimitars, lances 
and clubs, were either slain, or in course of 
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that were adorned with innumerable stars, 
and that were furnished with the most 
handsome bells, and also that were orna- 
mented with banners variegated with 
various colours. 

71 Moreover, we behold on all sides of 
the field of battle, numerous heads, arms, 
chests, and other parts of the body, that 


were severed by the arrows shot trom the 


There in the ficld of battle, we 


being slaughtered, or were trembling with | 


terror, and who, again, O descendant of 


the Bharata race were deprived of their | 


various limbs, on all sides of the field 
of battle, O descendant of the Bharata 
race. 

G75 NVE behold the cars, that were 
adorned with gold and to which were yo 
the heroes of greatest speed, dragged in the 
different directions of the field with great 
rapidity ; while their riders were all slau- 


ghtered. 








68. O descendant of the Bharata race, | 


some of these cuts had their axes and poles 
shattered into fragments į and some others 
had their wheels broken ; and others, again 
had their banners and standards ‘torn into 
pieces ; and several others were deprived ot 
their arrows. 


69. O ruler of earth, there in the field of 


battle we saw numerous car-Wwarrlors rush- | 


ing in all directions, who were all _deprived 
of their cars, and who also were aiilicted by 
the arrows of the son of Suta, and some ot 
whom, again, were divested of their wea- 


pons; and innumerable other car-warriers , 


were scen slaughtered there still with their į 


weapons on. 


qo. We saw numerous elephants run- j 
ning in all directions of the feid of batilo, į 


bow of Karna. 


72. The most dreadful and distressing 
calamity had fallen upon all the warriors 
while they were fighting with the keen 
arrows, and cut olf with the shafts of 
Karna. 

73. The Srinjayas were slaughtered by 
the son of Suita in the feld of battle, and 
they rushed towards the force of Karna, 
even as the insects rush towards the fire. 

74. All the Kshatriyas (the warriors) 
abandoned that mighty cac-warrior who was 
slaughtering the torces (belonging to the 
Pandavas) on all sides of the battle, even 
as they abandon the blazing fire, that ap- 
pears at the universal dissolution, 

75. That hero of immense prowess 
(Karna) pursued these powertul car-warriors 
belonging to the Panchala divisions, shoot- 
ing dreadful arrows at them from behind, 
while they (these car-wartiots), as they 
survived the slaughter, were broken, and 
running away from the field, and deprived 
of their armours and standards. 





76. The son of Suta, who was endowed 
with great strength, afilicted them with 
his arrows; even as the remover of dark- 
ness (the sun), having reached the meri- 
ian, aftlicts all the creatures with his rays. 















a), 


s ends the vwenty-fourth chanter, the 
sof Karna, in the Karna Parva, 





(CRETIN [Pde ON NCE 
(KARNA PARVA)— Continued. 


Sanjaya said:— 


t. Then Uluka rushed most rapidly 
against Yuyutsu, who was routing the vast 
torce belonging to your son; and uttered 
to him these words—'do you want, do you 
wail.’ 





2. Thereupon, O monarch, Yuyutsu 
afflicted Uluka with a sharp-edged arrow 
Gepplicd with wings), even as a huge 
mountain is struck with the thunderbolt. 

3- Thas Uluka, too, being highly 

ged and cutting off the bow of your 
son with a razor like shaft, struck him with 
a barbed arrow in the field of battle, 
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4. Yuyutsu, whose eyes became red 
with anger, after having thrown aside that 
severed bow, grasped another, the most 
dreadful one, possessed of greater impe- 
tuosily. 


5. ‘Thereupon, O foremost of the Bharata 
race, he (Yuyutsu) penetrated Uluka with 
sixty arrows; and then struck down his 
driver with three ; and he once more pierced 
him (Uluka). 


6. Uluka, too, who became highly wrath- 
ful, after having pierced him (Yuyutsu) 
with twenty arrows, decked with gold, 
struck down his standard, that was made 
of gold, in the field of battle. 


7. O monarch, that huge and magni- 
ficent standard, that one made of gold, 
being torn off and shattered into fragments, 
dropped down in front of Yuyutsu. 


8. Seeing his standard thus cut off, 
Yuyutsu, who’ becam. senseless with rage, 
struck Uluka with five arrows in the chest. 


9. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
O sire, Uluka then severed the head of his 
foe, with a broad-headed arrow, dipped in 
oil, in the field of battle. 


to. Then he (Uluka) slaughtered his 
four horses, and pierced himself (Yuyutsu) 
with five shafts. He (Yuyutsu), being thus 
fierced by that powerful one (Uluka) went 
into another car. 


11. O monarch, Uluka, after having 
defeated him (his antagonist) in the battle, 
hastened towards the Panchalas and the 
Srinjayas, and slew them with the keen 
arrows. 


12, O mighty monarch, your son, 
Srutakarman, deprived, without any fear, 
Shatanika of his horses, charioteer, and 
car within half the time taken up by the 
twinkling of an eye. 


13. O sire, that mighty car-warrior, 
Shatanika, waiting in a car, that was 
deprived of its horses, and becoming very 
wrathful, had thrown ‘a mace upon your 
son, 


14. © descendant of the Bharata race, 
that mace, after having reduced the car and 
the horses along with the riders themselves 
into dusts (belonging to your son), fell 
down upon the earth most rapidly, and 
penetrated through it. 


15. ‘Then those two brave warriors, who 
were divested of their cars, and who also 
had contributed to the increase of the glor.: 
of the Kurus, really fled away from the 
battle, looking each other in the face, 


16. Thereupon your son, who became 


ighly terrified, ascended the car of 
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Vivingsa. Shatanika, too, with rapidity, 
mounted upon the car of Prativindhya. 


17. Shakuni, who became very angry, 
after having pierced Shutasoma_ with 
excellently sharpened arrows, could not 
cause him to tremble (with fear); even ag 
a torrent of rain can not shake a mountain. 


18, O descendant of the Bharata race, 
Shutasoma, too, after having seen the 
bitterest enemy of his father, closed him 
with several thousands of arrows. 


19. Shakuni, too, on the other hand, who 
was of light arms, and who was acquainted 
with all sorts of warfare, and,who, again, 
was most desirous of winning victory, 
severed all those shafts with other winged 
arrows of his own. 


20. Then he (Shakuni), who was great- 


‘ly enraged, after having restrained these 


arrows with the keen arrows of his own 
in the field of battle, struck down Shutaso- 
ma with three other shafts. 


21. Thereupon, O great king, your 
brother-in-law cut off his (antagonist’s) 
horses, standard, and charioteer into minute 
pieces by numerous arrows. At this, the 
people sent forth a loud roar. 


22. O sire, after taking up another ex- 
cellent bow, that great bowman who was 
now steedless and carless, and whose 
standard also was cut off, waited upon 
the earth on descending from his car. 


23. He (Shutasoma) then directed the 
shafts, that were furnished with the golden 
wings, and also that were whetted on stone 4 
and afterwards severed the car of your 


brother-in-law (with those shafts) in the 
field of battle, 


24. That mighty car-warrior, the son 
of Suvala did not at all feel pain to behold 
the flights of arrows, that were like the 
throngs of locusts, approaching towards 
his car. Rather that highly glorious one 
really restrained those arrows with nu- 
merous arrows of his own. 


25. here (in the field of battle) the 
Warriors, as well as the Siddhas restine 
in the firmament, became highly gratified 
to witness that extraordinary and incredible 
deed of Sutasoma. For he (Sutasoma) 


was fighting on foot with Shakuni, who 
rested upon his car. 


26. O king, he (Shakuni) severed the 
ow, as well as all the quivers of him 
(Sutasoma) by means ‘of his broad-headed 
arrows, that were excellently whetted, and 
also that were endued with great impetu- 
osity, and again, that were very straight. 


27. Then he 


f (Shutasoma d s 
deprived of his ma), who was thus 


Car and bow, raised a 


+ 





Í 
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loud roar, after raising his sword that bad 
the splendour of a blue lotus-color, and 
also that had a handle made of ivory. 


28. That sword of highly intellectual 
Shutasoma, whirled round by him, he 
(Shakuni) considered to be as resplendent | 
as the clear sky, like the very rod of Death 
himself. 


29- O powerful monarch, that holder 
of sword, who was endued with great lore | 
and prowess, suddenly roved about crea- 
ting fourteen different kinds of circles 
(Manceuvres) on all sides (of the battle). 


| 

30. He then extibited in the field of | 
battle the different kinds of dexterities of | 
‘motion, namely, „wheeling and whirling at | 
a certain height, and making side-thrusts, | 
rushing forward and jumping on high, | 
and moving about rapidly and advancing | 
upwards and forwards, | 


31. Thereupon the son of Suvala, who | 
was possessed of immense prowess, shot 
innumerable arrows at him (his antagonist), 
who, again, immediately severed them by 
means of his sword, that were directed 
against him. 

32. Thereupon, O mighty monarch, the 
son of Suvala, who became very angry 
at this, once more shot numerous arrows 
at Shutasoma, that resmbled snakes of 
virulent poison. 


33. That warrior -(Shutasoma), who 
resembled Garuda in strength, after having | 
exnibited the lightness of his arms in the | 
battle, severed those arrows by his sword | 
with the assistance of both his learning | 
and strength. 


34. O monarch, he (Shakuni) severed 
the sword,—that was most excellent,—of 
his foe, who then was careering in circles 
in the field, by means of his sharp razor- 
headed arrows. 


35. That’strong sword, being thus cut 
off, dropped down upon the ground all | 
on a sudden. But, O desendant of the } 
Bharata race, the other half of the sword , 
still rested in the hand of that Shutasoma. 


36. Knowing that his sword was UNS j 
severed, then that powerful car-warrlor, 
Shutasoma, after having retreated six steps | 
back, struck his antagonist with that | 








(he still held in his hand). 

37. That half (of the sword), after 
having severed the bow, that was orna- 
mented with gold and gems, along with 
the string, of that high souled one (Shakuni), 
immediately dropped down upon the ground. 

38. Thereupon Shutasoma proceeded to 
that strong car of Shrutakirti. 


39. ‘The son of Suvala, too. after having ' 
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grasped another bow, that was most dread- 
ful and invincible, rushed against the army 
of the Pandavas, slaughtering innumerable 
enemies on the way. 


40. On the very sight of the son of 
Suvala, who was wandering about in the 
field of battle most fearlessly, there had 
taken place, O ruler of earth, great roar 
amongst the Pandava host. 


_4t. Then it was seen that those divi- 
sions of the army, that were very proud, 
furnished with the weapons, and very vast, 
were routed by that high-souled son of 
Suvala. 


42. O king, the son of Suvala continued 


| to slaughter the soldiers of the Pandav i 
| force; even as the king, of the celestials 


crushed the army of the Daityas. 


Thus ends the twenty-fifth chapter, the 
encounter between Shutasoma and the son 
of Suvala, in the Karna Parva. 





CHAPTER XXVI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. O king, Kripa restrained proud 


| Dhristadyumna in the field of battle; even 
| asa Sharava resistsa proud lion in the 


forest, while fighting. 


2. O descendant of tte Bharata race, 
the son of Prishata, being thus resisted 
by the most powerful son of Gotama, was 
not able to move a step further there 
(in the battle). 


3, Witnessing the car of Gautama 
staying by the side of that of Dhrish- 
tadyumna, all the creatures were greatly 
terrified, and considered that destruction 
was to be attained by him (Dhrishta- 
dyumna). 

4—5. There all the car-warriors and 
horsemen, who became very inatlentive 
(or gloomy), adderssed thus: ‘This best 
of persons, the son of Sharadwata, who 
was possessed of immense prowess, and 
who also was acquainted with the use of 
celestial weapons, and who was, again, 
very high-minded, is sorely filled with anger 
at the fall of Drona. Will there be escape 
of Dhrishtadyumna from the hands of 
Goutama ? 

6. Will this entire army be freed from 
that extreme fear ? Will not this twice-born 
person slay us all, who have assembled 
here ? ~ 
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7. Gautama, who exactly appears even 


like the most dreadful Destroyer himself, — | bowman, 


will he not obtain to-day the appell 
of the son of Varadwaja ? 


8. The preceptor (Gautama), who is 
light-handed (in the use of weapons), and 
who is always victorious in battle, and 
who is furnished with various kinds of 
weapons, and who is possessed of immense 
prowess, is now filled with ‘rage. Fhe 
son of Prishata, too, appears to-day lo 
have withdrawn from the great battle.’ 

9. O great king, this and several other 


speeches were heard to have delivered by 
the men on your side, as well as by the 


antagonists; while those two (warriors) 
assembled there to fight against each 
other. 

10. Thereupon, O monarch, Kripa, 


the son of Sharadwata, sighing heavily 
with rage, struck the son of Prishata, who 


had lost all his eiforts, in all his vital 
parts. 
11. Having been thus struck in the 


battle by the high-sould Gautama, he 
(Dhrishtadyumna) could not make out 
what should he do, encompassed as he 
was by great insensibility. 


12. Thereupon his charioteer uttered 
these words to him:'O son-of Prishata, 
it is well with you, perhaps. Such a great 
calamity was ‘never witnessed by me in 
the battle, overtaking you ? 


13. hose shafts, that were cipable 
ef piercing through the very vital parts 
and that were shut by the foremost of the 
twice-born persons, aiming at all the vital 


parts, had not struck you through the 
favour of the celestials. 
14. I will have the car immediately 


turned back like the current of a river from 
the great ocean. l consider that the 
twice-born person is incapable of being 
slain, by whom your prowess was done 
away with. 


315. hereupon, O monarch, Dhrishta- 
dyumna slowly said these words:'O sire, 
my mind is being stupified; and there is 
perspiration in my limbs. 

16. I feela sensation of trembling in 
my body ; and also tle hairs—are standing 
erect Upon it. Alter abandoning the twice- 
born person in the battle, proceed slowly 
where Arjuna stays. 


17. After having come to the presence 
of either Arjuna or Bhimasena in the field 
© charioteer, At will Surely attain pros: 
perity to-day. his is my certain belief, 


18. Thereupon, O powerful king, the 
charioteer, atter having driven the horses, 





ation | your soldiers. 
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advanced to the place, where that powerful 


Bhimasena, was bauling with 


19 O sire, Gautama, after wilnessing 
that the car of Darishtadyumna was with- 
drawing from the field, then followed it 


1 
shooting hundreds of arrows at it. 


20. ‘that chastiser of foes blew his 
conch over and over again; and then he 
routed the son of Prishata, even 
routed Namuchi (a Danava, in 


of old). 


21. Phe son of Hridika, smiling over 
and over again, resisted Shikhandin, who 
was the cause of death of Bhishma, and 
most invincible in the field of battle, 


Stukhandin, however, coming against 
the mightiest car-warriotmef the Hridika 
racy, struck him with five sharp and broad- 
headed arrows at the shoulder-joint. 

ett) the mighty car-warrior, 
RKrnavanuak, mdeed, being highly enraged, 
penetrated through his antagonist with 
sixty winged arrows, and then, smiling for 
a time, severed his bow with one individual 
shaft. 

24. Taking up another bow, the most 
powerful son of Drupada, being greatly 
enraged, replied to the son of Hridika 
saying,— Wart, Wart. 


aye 


as 
the 


Indra 
batle 


22 








N 


ZAS KING, 





© lord of kings, then he (Shikandin) 
his antagonist ninety arrows, that 
furnished with the wings of gold, 
and possessed of great force. But these 
arrows were shot back [rom his (IXritavar- 
man's) armour, 

26. Beholding those arrows thus sent 
hack and scattered over the ground, he 
(Shixhandin) severed his dreadful bow 
with a sharp, razor-headed shaft. 


27. Then having been filled with rage, 
he struck this one (the son of Hridika), 
who, with his severed bow, resembled a 
bull with his broken horns, with eighty 


different arrows’ both in the chest and 
arms. 


were 





28. Kritavarman, too, who became very 
angry, and who also was igreatly wounded 
By those arrows, vomited blood from his 
various limbs, even as a water-vessel sends 
forth water through its mouth. 


29. O king, Kritavarman, being thus 
smeared with blood, blazed forth like a 
ted-chalk mountain streaked (by the 
streams of liquified red-chalk) by a shower. 


30- Then the lord (Kritavarman), taking 
up another bow that was furnished with 
its string and an arrow, afflicted Shikhan- 


din with the foremost oi i 
ost ol shaf 
shoulder, ee 
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3i: Shikhandin, indeed, shone most 
brightly with these shafts, sticking on his 
shoulders ; even as a large tree looks very 
pretty with its numerous branches and 
twigs. 

32. Both the warriors, who were smear- 
ed with blood, after having penetrated each 
other deeply, looked like two bulls, that 
wounded each other with their horns, 


33. Those two most powerful car-war- 
riors, who made efforts in slaying each 
other, whirled round upon their cars, there- 
by creating thousands of circle, there (in 
the battle). 


34. O great king, Kritavarman pierced 
the son of Prishata in the battle with 
Seventy sharp arrows, that were furnished 
with golden wings, and also that were 
whetted on stone. 


35. Thereupon the prince of the Bhojas, 
that foremost of chastisers of foes, shot with 
great activity at his antagonist a dreadfu 
arrow, that was capable of bringing abou 
the destruction of life, in the field of battle. 





36. O monarch, he, being thus wounded 


by that arrow, immediately fall into the 


condition of insensibility ; and he, being so | 


choked with stupefaction, suddenly support- 
ed hiniself by holding his-flag-staif. 


37. Tbus his charioteer immediately | (Arjuna) Sith 


| Sausruti, with seven; and Satrunjaya, 


carried away from the field of battle that 
foremost of car-warriors, who was highly 


afflicted by the arrows of the son of | 


Hridika, and was sighing repeatedly. 


38. Thereupon, O lord, when the war- | 
lixe son of Drupada was defeated, the | 


whole army of the Pandavas, being slain 
on all sides, retreated from the field of 
battle. 

Thus ends the twenty-sixth chapter, the 
retreat of Shikhandin, in the Karna 
Parva. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O great king, Arjuna, riding upon 
a white horse, slaughtered the force on 
your side, even as the wind, coming before 
a heap of cotton, disperses it away. 


2. The Trigartas, the Shivis along 
with the Iaurava force, the Shalyas, the 
army of the Samsaptakas, and the force 
called the Narayana, all proceeded against 
him (Arjuna). 


7 
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_3- Then Satyasena, Chandradeva, 
Mitradeva, Shrutanjaya, Sausruti, Chitra- 
sena, and Mitravarman; O descendant of 
the Bharata race, 


4. And the prince of the Trigatas, who 
was attended on all sides in the battle by his 
brothers and sons, that were all very power- 
ful bowmen; and that were acquainted with 


the management of various kinds of 
weapons, 


5- All these scattered and shot innumer- 
able arrows at Arjuna in the battle, even 
as the masses of clouds suddenly pour forth 
showers of rain, that approach towards the 
vast ocean. 


6. Those hundreds of thousands of 
warriors all met with destruction at their 
approaching towards Arjuna, even as the 
snakes are all destroyed by Garuda. 


7. Then, O mighty monarch, those 
warriors, who were being thus slaughtered 
in the battle, did not abandon the son of 
Pandu, even as the insects, being burnt 
by the blazing fire, do not leave it. 


8. Inthe battle, Satyasena penetrated 


| the son of Pandu with three arrows; and 
| Mitradeva pierced him with sixty-three; 


while, indeed, Chandradeva pierced him 
with seven arrows. 

Avain, Mitravarman (pierced) hint 
seventy-three shafts; 


with twenty; and Shusharma, with nine 
arrows. 


to. He (Arjuna) being thus penetrated, 
in the battle by numerous heroes, pierced 
in return those kings—piercing Susruti 
with seven arrows, and Satyasena, with 
three, 

ur. And Satrunjaya, with twenty 
arrows, and also Chandradeva, with eight, 
and Mitradeva, with one hundred, and 
Srutasena, with three, 


12. And, again, piercing Mitravarman 
with nine and also Shusharman with 
eight. Then having slaughtered king 
Satrunjaya there (in the battle) with 
arrows, that were sharpened on stone, he 
(Arjuna) severed the head of Susruti, 
that was ornamented with a head-gear, 
from his body. 

13. He then with great activity sent 
Chandradeva to the abode of Death by 
shooting innumerable arrows at him. So 
also, O mighty monarch, he restrained 
every one of the other car-warriors, who 
were engaged in the contest, by means of 
five acrows shot at each. 


14. Then Satyasena, indeed, being great- 
ly enraged, directed his large lance, atming 
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at Krishna, inthe battle; and sent forth 
a loud roar like that of a lion. 


15. Then that lance, that was made of 
iron, with a golden rod, after having pene- 
trated through the bek ann of that lofty- 
minded Madhava, weit into the earth, 


16. O lord of earth, the whip and reins 


< in that dreadful battle, dropped down from 
his handa, 


iq. Seeing , Vasudeva thus pierced, 
Dhananjaya, the son of Pritha, collectec 
all his fierce wrath; and addrssed Krishna, 
saying :— 


18. “O mighty armed lord, drive the . 
steeds towards Satyasena that I may send | 
Unis one to the abode of Death by means , 


of sharp arrows. 


19. Then that highly famous one([<rish- 
na) immediately taking up the whtip as well 
as the reins, led those steeds (r.e. the car) 
towards the car of Satyasena. 


20. Beholding the lord of the universe 
thus pierced, that powerful car-warrior 
Dhananjaya, the son of Pritha, restrained 


the conrse of Satyasena by means of keen 
shafts. 


21. Thereupon, he (Dhananjaya) severed 
the huge head, that was ornamented with 
ear-rings, of that monarch, who stood at the 
head of the army, from his body by means 
of whetted broad-headed arrows. 


22. O sire, having thus severed 


his 
(Satyasena’s) head, he then hurled down 
(slain) Chitravarman with numerous keen 


arrows, as well as his charioteer with a calf- 
toothed sharp shaft, 


23. Thereupon that powerful one, being 
filled with wrath, again caus:d the destruc- 
tion of hundreds and thousands of the ioc: 


of the Samsaptakas by means of hundreds 
of arrows. 


24. Then, again, O monarch, that 
powerful car-warrior severed the head of the 
high-souled Mitrasena with a razor-headed 
arrow, that was furnished with the wings of 
silver, Afterwards he, being greatly enray- 
ed, struck Shusharman on his shoulder-joint. 


25. Thereupon the entire army of the 
Samsaptakas, that became very wrathfal, 
having surrounded Dhananjaya on al! siles 
crushed him with a shower of weapons 
and thereby caused the ten points of the 
horizon echo with their roars. 


26. Having been thus Oppressed by 
those weapons, that mighty car-warrior 
Jishnu, who was possessed of prowess equal 
to that of Sakra (Indra) himself, and who 
also had a soul immeasurable, took u 
his weapon, called Aindra, stiktenbane 


| 
| 
| 


| 


j 
| 
| 
| 


\ 
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O ruler, of earth, thousands of arrows con- 
tinuously issued forth therefrom. 


27. O sire, of broken standards and 
bows, of cars along with their banners, of 
quivers and yokes, 


28. Also of axles and wheels, of traces 


| along with the chords, of bottoms of cars, 
of Madhava, who was pierced with lance | 


of wooden fences about the cars, and innu- 
nerabte shafts in the field of battle, 


29. And of falling horses, and of spears 
along wit': the swords, of maces and spiked 
clubs, of Sakti-arrows, lances and axes, 

30. And of Shataghnis furnished with 
wheels, as weil as of the arms along with 
the thighs, of wreaths and Angudas, of 
Keyuras, O sire, 





31. And, Odescendant of Bharata race, 
of yarlands and cuirasses, of armours, of 
umbrellas and fans, of heads adorned with 
coronets,—of these a tremendous roar, O 
ruler of earth, was heard in all the direc- 
tions of the held of battle. . 


32. Upon the field of battle, the heads 
(of severed warriors), that were ornamented 
with ear-rings, and furnished with the 
eves as resplendent as the full moon, were 


seen, even as the nel-work of stars is seen 
in the firmament. 


33. The bodies of the slaughtered 
warriors, that were furnished withy the nrost 
handsome Horal wreaths, and covered with 
the excellent garments, and also that were 
ointed with the soft sandal, lay resplen- 
dent upon the ground. 


_ 34—35. Then the dreadful field of_battle 
resembled the clouded firmament filled with 
various vapoury forms, and the earth being 
scattered over with the slaughtered princes 
and the IXshatriyas, possessed of great 
strength, as well as with the fallen ele- 
phants and horses, became as impassable in 


the battle as the yround strewn over with 
numerous hills, 


36. There was no way in the field of 
batile, that the car-wheels of that high- 
souled son of Pandu could proceed, whilst 
he was slaughtering his antagonists, and 
greatly smiting the elephants and horses 


i by means of nis broad-headed arrows. 


37. O sire, the car-wheels of that one, 
who was careering in the battle, stopped, 


as if with terror, while they were moving 
in that bloody mire. 


38. His horses, however, that were poss- 
essed of the speed of either the mind or of 
the wind, had with great labour drawn these 
wheels, that were lagging behind. - $ 
39- O descendant of the Bharata race, 
that army, which was thus slain by the son 
of Pandu, that great bowman, almost 
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wholly ran away (from the field of battle) ; 
and in fact, none remained (to fight with 
the foe). 

4o. Then Jishnu, the son of Pritha, 
having ucfeated that immense force of the 
Samsaptakas in the field of battle, blazed 
forth like the burning fire without any 
smoke, 


> Thus ends the twenty-senenth chapter, 
the victory gained by Arjuna, in the Karna 
Parva. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O great monarch, the king Duryo- 
dhana himself received, without any fear, 
Yudhishthira, who was then shooting in- 
numerable shafts (at his antagonists). 


2. Then Yudhishthi 





u the righteous, 


after having quickly penetrated your son, | 


that mighty car-warrior, who was all ona 
sudden proceeding against him, addresed 
him, saying—wait, wait. 





3. Then he (Duryodhana), indeed, who | 


became highly enraged, penetrated him 
(Yudhishthira) in return with nine whetted 
arrows, and, again, afflicted his charioteer 
most dreadfully by means of his broad- 
headed shafts. 


4. Thereupon king Yudhishthira shot at 


. Duryodhana thirteen keen arrows, that were 


furnished with the wings “made of gold, 
sharpened on a stone. 


5. Then that powerful car-warrior, 
having | slaughtered his (Duryodhana’s) 
four horses with four arrows, with the fifth 
severed the head of his chariotecr from 
his body. 

6. Thereafter he smote down the king’s 
standard with the sixth arrow, and his bow 
with the seventh, upon the ground. 


7. The most righteous king’ crushed 
most severely the Kuru monarch with five 
other arrows. At this, your son, descend- 
ing from his car,that had its horses all slain, 
became subject to the greatest danger, and 
stayed upon the field. 

8. After beholding him thus fallen into 
imminent danger, Karna, the son of Drona, 
Kripa and other heroes all on a sudden 
procéeded towards him with the desire of 
Saving that ruler of men, 

9. Thereupon, O monarch, all other sons 
of Pandu, collected round Yudhishthira, 
and rushed forth at that battle; whereupon 
@ great encounter toom ‘place. 
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10. Thereupon in that dreadful battle 
thousands of trumpéts were beaten; and 
after this, O mighty lord of earth, a mixed 
noise, consisting of numerous voices, arose 
there (in the battle). 


tr. In that part of the battle, where 
the Panchalas encountered the [aurava 
divisions, the men came against the fore- 
most of elephants. 


„12. The car-warriors encountered the 
car-warriors, and horsemen with horse- 
men. Thus, O great monarch, several 
kinds of unthought encounters took place 
between heroes armed with the best’ 
of weapons, which were most beautiful to 
look at upon the field. 


13. Those heroic warriors, who were 
possessed of great force, and who also were 
willing to kill one another, continued to 
battle most excellently, and with great 
lightness of hands and skill. j 


14. Indeed, those heroes, strictly observed 
the vow of warriors, and slaughtered each 
other in the battle; but they not at all 
fought from each other's back. 


15. But that battle looked only for`a 
while most excellent. Thereupon, Q 
monarch, the encounter look a very mad 
turn, in which all became regardless of one 
another. 


16. Then the car-warrior, rushing against 
the elephant, pierced him with sharp arrows 
and led him towards the abode of Death 
by means of his straight shafts. 


17. Thereafter the elephants coming 
before the horses, hurled a large number 
of them in the battle and deeply pierced 
them in the different directions of the field. 


18. Then numerous horsemen, after 
having encompassed the best of horses 
created a very sweet noise with their palms, 
and then fell down upon them. : 


19. The horsemen, again, slaughtered 
those horses, that were running away from 
the field, as well as the mighty elephants, 
that also were roving in the battle, both 
from behind them and from the sides. : 


20. O monarch, ‘the most furious ele- 
phants, after having caused large numbers 
of horses to run away from the field, 
slaughtered some of them with their tusks, 
and crushed down others most severely. 


21. Thereupon some of the elephants 
pierced numerous horses along with their 
riders with great wrath; while others, 
again, that were possessed of extraordinary 
strength, seized them and dragged them 
down upon the ground with great force. 


22. The elephants, struck from all sides 
in the different vital parts by the foot= 
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i ered very dreadful cries pf pain, 

in ney Dard the ten points of the 
compass. 
23. Many of the foot-soldiers, who 
were all on a sudden running away in that 
dreadful battle, leaving behind their 
ornaments, were immediately hemmed in 
upon the field. 


24. Then, indeed, the most. powerful 
elephant-warriors, having considered the 
indications of victory, caused their elephants 
to take up those handsome ornaments, and 
penetrate the fallen warriors with their 
tusks. 


25. Then also the foot-soldiers, that 
were possessed of immense force and 
endued with extraordinary, strength, after 
having encircled those riders of elephants, 
who were engaged in the massacre there 
(in the battle), slaughtered them. 


26. In that dreadful battle, others were 
hurled up into the atmosphere by the ele- 
phants with their trunks; and while falling 
down they were deeply pierced by those 
well-trained beasts with, the points of their 
tusks. 


27. Other foot-soldiers were deprived of 
their lives with the tusks of the elephants, 
that had suddenly seized them. And some, 
again, O great monarch, who had been 
thrown into the midst of other soldiers, were 
cut off into pieces by those huge elephants, 
after they had rolled them over and over 
again upon the ground. 


28. And others also, that were tossed in 
the air like the fans, were slaughtered in the 
- battle. O ruler of earth, those (of the foot- 
soldiers), who stood in front of other ele- 
phants, had their bodies deeply penetrated 


(by the elephants) on all sides of the field of 
battle. 


29. Many other elephants were very 
severely struck in their cheeks, the frontal 
globes, and the parts between their tusks 
with spears, lances and shafts, called 
Shakti. 

30.. Moreover 


some other elephant 
that were fearfully no, 


3 uly wounded by the most 
formidable, warriors, posted- on their sides, 
as, well as by ‘the car-warriors and horse- 


men, being cut off by them, f 
the. g rounds y them, fell down upon 


31. There in that dreadful battle,numer- 
os, horsemen had all on a sudden struck 
dọwn with 


‘ . th great violence upon the field the 
foot-soldiers, „that had their arrows. on, by 
means of their lances, ~ 


32. So also, © ruler of earth, O sire, the 
mighty elephants, having advanced before 
some of the car-watriors, that had their 
aymoure on, and slso having seized.them 





| fight, 
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well dragged them “down most suddenly 
on all sides of that dreadful field of battle, 
that presented a very awful aspect. - 


33: Many mightiest elephants, that were 
slaughtered with the shafts, fell down upon 
the ground even as the summits of a 
mountain drop down upon the surfaçe of the 
earth, when broken down by thunder, 


34. In that battle, the warriors, battling 
with their combatants, struck them with 
their fists; and, having dragged each other 
with their hairs, hurled down and cut off 
each other. 


35- Some other combatants, having 
Stretched their arms, hurled down their 
antagonists upon the ground, placed their 
feet upo> their breasts and with great 
pleasure severed their heads. 


36. Some one of the combatants, Q 
great king, smote down with his feet thg 
dead antagonist; while some other, Q 
monarch, severed the head of a falling 
enemy by means of his scimitar; and while 
some other combatant, again, directed his 
weapon at the body of another, wha was 
still living. 

37- Thus, O descendant of the Bharata 
race, the most dreadful encounters between 
heroes took place there,—some striking ong 
another with their fists; and some also 
fiercely scizing one another with théir hairs ; 


and some, again, wrestling with one another 
with their arms most fearfully. 


38. Under various circumstances, soma 
one of the combatants deprived the lives of 
many in the battle, who were engaged with 
others, and were quite unconscious of the 


slaughterer, by means of several sorts of 
weapons, 


39. In that general encounter, while the 
warriors were engaged in the battle, and 
continued to be mangled, hundreds and 
thousands of headless bodies (of the fallen 
warriors) stood upon the field. 


40. Diverse kinds of weapons and 
armours, that wére drenched’ in blood, 


blazed forth like pieces of cloth, that are ` 
dyed with deep red. 


41. Thus this most dreadful and extras 
ordinary battle, that was characterised by 
a confused din of diverse kinds of weapons, 
filled the entire universe with a noise 


even as the furious Ganges fills the earth 
with the roar of her currents. 


.42. O monarch, the combatants, bein; 
highly oppressed with the shafts, could no 
make out their friends from the antagonists 
and the assembled princes, who were’ all 
very desirous of Victory, continued to battle, 
considering (the fag). that they should 
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43. O great monarch, the warriors 
began to slaughter both the friends and foes, 
who nad assembled in that dreadful battle ; 
and the warriors, belonging to both the 
forces, were rendered restless by the heroes, 
who engaged them. 

44—45. 
earth, that was covered with a mire consist- 
ing of flesh and blood. and also by which the 
currents of blood ffwed continuously, be- 
came, O lord of earth, impassable with the 
shattered cars, and with tke fallen ele- 
phants, and the horses lying thereabout, 
and also with men slaughtered (in the 
battle), O great monarch, 


46. So Karna slaugl:tered the Panchala 
warriors, and Dhananjaya , slew the 
Kuru troops along with all their elephant 
forces. 


47. Thus the great destruction had 
taken place of all the forces of both the 
Kurus and Pandavas. Both the parties 
were most desirous of gaining fame, when 
the sun had passed tne other side of the 
meridian. 


Thus ends the twenty-eighth chapter, 
the. general encounter of several heroes, 
an the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 

1. O Sanjaya, I have heard from you 
of great and intolerable griefs of fierce 
character as well as of the destruction of my 
sons. 

2. O Suta (charioteer), from what you 
describe to me, and also froin how the 
battle was faught, my certain conclusion 
is that the Kauravas are not, alive. 

3. In that fierce battle, Duryodhana was 
deprived of his car. How did the son of 
Dharma fight: and how also did that prince 
(Duryodhana)? 

4. How did take ‘place the battle, 
that made the hairs to stand on points, in 
the afternoon? O Sanjaya, relate to me all 
these: in detail; for you are an expertin 
this. 


Sanjaya said :— 

5—6. While the soldiers on both sides 
were. thus engaged in fighting in their 
respective divisions your son, king Dur- 
yodhana, O lord of earth, ascending upon 
another car, and being filled with great 
wrath, like a snake possessing virulent 


Within a very short time, the | 


| 
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poison, addressed his charioteer, saying,— 
Do you proceed, do you proceed, uickly. 
After he, O descendant of the Bharata 
race, had beheld Yudhishthira, the king of 
righteousness, he said; 


7. “O charioteer, most speedily do you 
lead me to that place, where the royal son 
of Pandu, having been clad in armour, 
looks most resplendent with the umbrella 


| held over his head.” 


8. Then the charioteer, bemg thus 
urged by the king, led the foremost of cars 
belonging to the king, to the presence of 
king Yudhisthira in the battle. 


9. Thereupon Yudhishthira, being fille’ 
with wrath, and resembling an infuriate 
elephant, urged his charioteer, ‘asking hiin 
to proceed to the place, where Suyodhana 
took his stand. 


10. Those two heroic warriors, who were 
brothers to each other, and who were the 
best of car-warriors, and who were pos- 
sessed of immense prowess, and who also 
were invincible in battle, coming in contact 
with each other, engaged themselves in an 
encounter. More-over these two might 
bowmen began to strike each other wit 
numerous shafts in that battle. 


11. Thereupon, O sire, the king Duryo- 
dhana severed the bow of that righteous 
one (Yudhishtiira) by means of a broad- 
headed arrow, sharpened on a stone, ia 
the battle. 


12. Yudhishthira, who became highly 
enraged, did not, indeed, care that insuJt, 


13. Then the son of Dharma, whose 
eyes became red with wrath, throwing 
aside his severed bow, and grasping another 
bow, stood at the head of his army and cut 
off the standard and bow of Duryodhana. 


14. Then, having taken up another bow, 
he (Duryodhana) pierced the son of Pandu 
in return. 


15. Those two heroic warriors, who like 
two lions filled with great rage, were highly 
enraged, and who also were most desirous 
of defeating each other in the battle, 
poured forth showers of arrows upun each 
other, 


16. In that battle, those two most 
powerful car-wartiors smote down ‘each 
other like two roaring bulls; and also they 
wandered over the field, expecting to catch 
each other on their weak points. 


17- Thereupon the two heroes, who were 
wounded by the arrows shot from bows 
stretched to their fullest length, looked most 
handsome, O great monarch, resembling 
two flowering Kingshukas. 
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, those two rulers 
a lion in order to 
also they made 

and with their 
the loudest 
at dreadful 


18. Then, O monarch 
of men uttered roars of 
terrify each other; as 
sounds with their palms, 
bows; and, again, sent forth 
sound with their conches in th 
battle. 

19. O great king, those two oppressed 
each other very greatly. 


20. Thereupon king Yudhishthira, who 
became very angry, struck your son 
on the chest with arrows, that were very 
irresitible, having had the impetuosity of 
thunder. 

21, Yourson, that ruler of earth, most 
quickly pierced him (Yudhishthira) in re- 
turn with five keen arrows, that were equipt 
with the winys of gold, and sharpened on 
a stone. 


22. Thereupon, O descendant of the 
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hostilities (between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas). 
30. Beholding him thus raising his 


mace like Death himself armed with his rod, 

} the king of righteousness (Yudhishthira) 
shot that mighty Shakti-arrow at your son, 
that blazed forth most brilliantly, and was 
endued with great impetuosity, and also 
that resembled a layge “and resplendent 
brand. 


31. Then he(the Kuru prince), who 
stayed on his car, having been pierced on 
the chest by that arrow, first piercing his 
vitals, and also having been greatly pained 
at heart, fell down and became senseless. 


32. Thereupon Bhima, recollecting his 
own vow, uttered these words: ‘O prince, 
(Yudhishthira), this one is not to be slaugh- 
tered by you.’ Being thus addressed Yu- 
dhishthira abstained (from slaying him). 





Bharata race, the king Duryodhana shot 
an arrow, called Sakti, that was capable of 
slaughtering all creatures, and was sharp- 
edged, and also that looked like a large, 
resplendent brand. 


23. Then the king of righteousness 
(Yudhishthira) severed into three fragments 
that arrow, which coursed towards him 
suddenly by means of numerous sharp 
shafts; and, again, he, all’ on a sudden, 
pierced the prince himself (Duryodhana) 
“with five others. 


24. Thereupon that arrow, which was 
furnished with a golden staff, and that was 
capable of producing a lould whizz, drop- 
ped down (upon the ground); and its fall- 
ing, like a great brand attended with the 
blazing flames, looked most resplendent. 


25. © ruler of earth, your son, behold- 
ing that Shakti-arrow thus severed into 
pieces, struck Yudhishthira with nine whet- 
ted and sharp-pointed arrows. 


26. That scorcher of antagonists, being 
thus deeply penetrated by the most power- 
ful enemy, quickly equipped himself and 
took up an arrow, aiming at Duryodhana. 


27. O mighty monarch, thereupon that 
hero, possessed of immense strength and 
great prowess, being greatly wrathful, put 
that arrow upon his bow-string and direct- 
ed it (at his antagonist). 


28. Indeed, that arrow, approaching 
towards your son, that powerful car-warrior 


stupified that prince and then went down 
the earth, 


2). Thereupon Duryodhana, whe was 
filled with wrath, most quickly raising his 
mace; aficted the king of righteousness 
{Yuuliishiiira) with the desire of piercing 
Bini pliroazh, in ogder to put an end:to all 


33- Thereupon  Kritavarman, most 
quickly approaching towards your son, got 
near that prince, who was then drowned in 
the great ocean of calamity. 


34. Then Bhima, too, grasping his 
mace, that was equipt with gold and flaxen 
chords, proceeded with great violence 
against Kritavarman in that dreadful 
battle. 


AR 


O great king, thus took place 
the battle between the forces on your side 
and their antagonists, in that afternoon 
while the parties were most desirous of 
victory in the battle. 


Thus ends the twenty-ninth chapter, the 
general encounter, in the Karna Parva. 





CHAPTER XXX. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

I, Thereupon the troops on your side 
whọ were most invincible in battle, having 
wlaced Karna in the front part (of the 
army), and returning back, engaged in a 


battle that looked like the war between the 
celestials and the Asuras, 


2. Then the multitudes of elephant- 
warriors, the car-warriors, the foot-soldiers 
and the horsemen, who were roused by 
the sound of conches, as well as by the 
toars of elephants, men, cars,.and horses, 
avd filled with great rage, stood on the face 


of the antagonists, and continued to 
slaughter them. 


3 In that fierce battle, numerous ele- 
phants, cars, and horses,. as well as men 
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were sliughtered by the foremost of 
horses with their sharp battle axes, 
scimitars, axes, and several sorts of shafts, 
as also with their conveyances. 


4. The earth looked most resplendent 
with the s-vered heads of persons scattered 
over her, that resembled either the lotus, or 
the sun, or the moon in splendour, and also 


-xcellent faces, eyes and noses, and that 
were crowned with the handsome diadems, 
and ornamented with beautiful ear-rings 
upon their ears, 


5. Thus thousands of elephants, and 
men, and horses were slaughtered by 
means of hundreds of spiked maces, short 
bludgeons, arrows, called Shakti, and 
lances, as also by the hooks, Bhushandis, 
and clubs which caused the torrents of a 
river of blood flow down. 


6. Then that entire body of slain car- 
warriors, men, horses and elephants, that 
were all slaughtered by the antagonists, 
and thus were most terrific to look at, 
lying (upon the field) with their gaping 
wounds, seemed to be like the kingdom of 
the prince of the Dead at the time of the 
utter destruction of all creatures. 


7. Thereupon, O god among men, your 
troops, and your sons, those foremost of 
the Kuru race, who are like the sons of the 
celestials, having placed at the front of the 
battle the heroes of immeasurable prowess, 
all rushed against that descendant of the 
Shini race (Satyaki). 

8. Then that force, which was filled 
with men, the best of horses, cars, and 


innumerable elephants, and that sent forth ° 


an uproar resembling the roar of `a vast 
ocean of salt, and also that looked like the 
army of the Asuras or of the, celestials, 
and, again, that was most terrifying to look 
at, looked most resplendent with extra- 
ordinary beauty. 

9. Thereupon the son of Ravi (Sun), 
who was like the chief of the celestials 
(Indra) in prowess, struck that best of 
the Shini race, who also resembled the 
younger brother of the Tridashas (celes- 
tials), by means of arrows, that had the 
splendour of the rays of the sun, in the 
field of battle. 


to. Thereafter that foremost one of the 
Shini race, with great activity, wholly 
covered, .in the field of battle, that chief 
among men, along with his car, horses and 
charioteer, with numerous arrows, that 
were as fierce as the virulent poison of the 
snake, in that dreadful field of battle. 


11. Then the most expert r ar-warriors, 
who are your friends, being attended by 
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their elephants, cars, horses and the foot- 


| soldiers, with immense activity, rushed 


against Vasusena, that foremost of car- 
warriors, who was then highly oppressed 
with the shafts, shot by that chief of the 
Shini race. s 


12. That army, which was likea vast 


: Or ae ; ; į Ocean, and dispersed in all directions, was 
that were furnished with the white teeth, | 


wholly made to run away from the battle 
by the Pandava heroes, headed by the sons 
of Drupada, with extraordinary quick- 
ness. On this occasion, a great slaughter 
of men, cars, horses, and elephants took 
place. 


3. Thereupon those two best of all 
persons, Arjuna and Keshava, who were 
resolved upon slaughtering all their anta- 
gonists, after having finished the worship 
of lord Bhava, according to the ordained 
rites, and also having performed their daily 
prayer ceremonies, with great rapidity 
proceeded against your force. 


14. Then their antigonists, namely the 
Kuru warriors, highly gratified at heart, 
looked upon that car, that had its rattle 
resembling the uproar of the masses of 
clouds, and also whose banners and stand- 
ards were being by the air, and to which 
again, beautiful white horses were yoked 
and, moreover, that was proceeding towards 
them like the very Death himself. 


15. Thereupon Arjuna, after having 
stretched his bow, called Gandiva, as if 
dancing upon the car, spread showers of 
arrows all over the firmament, and the 
different points of the horizon, as well as all 
the subsidiary points of the compass. 


16. After this, he (the son of Pandu, 
Arjuna) smote down numerous cars, 
that resembled the celestial baloans, and 
that were furnished with all their equip- 
ments, and also that were adorned with the 
weapons and standards, along with the 
charioteers themselves, by means of diverse 
kinds of arrows even as tke great tempest 
disperses the congregated masses of clouds. 


17. He then led, to the abode of Death 
by means of his numerous arrows, large 
numbers of elephants, along with their 
riders, that were equipt with the most 
beautiful flags, weapons, and standards, as 
also numerous horsemen and horses, and 
many foot-soldicrs. 


18. Thereupon Duryodhana, unattend- 
ed by any body else, rushed against that 
most powerful car-warrior, who was like 
the very Death himself, and who was filled 
with great wrath, and who, again, was 
most invincible in battle, smiting him with 
his numerous straight arrows. 

19. Arjuna, on the other hand, after 
having destroyed his (antagonist's) bow, 
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charioteer, horses, and the standard by 
means of seven sharp shafts, severed 8 
(foe's) umbrella by means of another wing- 
ed arrow. j ` 


20. Then he (Arjuna), finding an open- 
-ing in his antagonist, shot the foremost of 
his arrows, that was powerful enough to 
take away the very life itself (of the person 
struck with it), at Duryodhana, This 
the son of Drona severed into seven frag- 
ments. 


21. Thereupon the son of Pandu, having 
first cut off the bow of the son of Drona 
and slaughtered his horses, that were the 
best of their species, by means of his arrows, 
again, shattered that formidable bow be- 
longing to Kripa. 


22. Then he (the son of Pandu), having 
severed into pieces the bow, owned by the 
son of Hridika, cut off his standard, and 
slaughtered his horses. Again, he, cutting 
off the bow of Dushasana, rushed against 
the son of Radha. 


23. Thereupon Karna, having abandoned 
Satyaki and penetrated Arjuna with three 
sharp shafts most actively, pierced Krishna 
with twenty other arrows; and, again, 


penetrated the son of Pritha often and 
often. 


24. Karna, resembling Indra himself, 
when he is greatly filled with wrath, felt 
no fatigue while he was shootin large 
numbers of arrows in the field SEPA 
slaughtering the antagonists. 


25. Thereupon Satyaki, having ad- 
vanced to him, pierced Karna with ninety- 
nine sharp-headed and dreadful arrows 
and, again, struck him with one hundred 
others. 

26. Afterwards all 
among the Parthas continued to oppress 
Karna greatly. ‘Thus Yudhamanyu, Shi- 
khandin, the sons of Draupadi, as well as 
all the Provadrakas, 


27. And also 


the best heroes 


A  Uttamanjas and Yuyutsu 
along with the twin brothers, and the several 
divisions of the Chedis, the Karushas, the 
Matsyas, and the Kakeyas, 


28. And Chekitana 


of immense prowess, and the king of righte- 
ousness (Yudhishthira), observing the ast 
excellent vows,—all these heroes, perfectly 
aggrandised them by their Cars, horses and 
elephants, as well as by their foot-soldiers 
Possessing fierce strength. = 


29. They all, havin 
on all sides, poured 
numerous kinds o 


ı Who was possessed 


& surrounded Karna 
forth showers of 
t arrows upon him ; 
hey is having addressed him ie ae 
arsh language, all determi i 
about the fall of Karna, Se Sere 
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30. Then Karna, having severed into 
several fragments that shower of weapons 
by means of his sharp-lheaded arrows, cast 
away his foes with the help of his prowess 
in the use of weapons even as the wind 
uproots the tree that stands in its way. 


31. Karna, who was highly enraged, 
was found to slaughter large numbers of 
car-warriors, elephants along with their 
riders, horses with men riding upon them; 
as well as throngs of føot-saldiers. 


g2. Then the entire army of the Pan- 
davas, being thus slain by the prowess of 


those weapons belonging to Karna, and 
being deprived of weapons, and also 
having had their. limbs torn and shat- 


tered, almost fled away from the field of 
battle. 


33. Thereupon Arjuna, smiling for a time 
and smiting down in return the weapons of 
Karna by means of the weapons of his 
own, shrouded the different points of the 
horizon, the entire firmament, and the earth 
with the showers of arrows. 


34. Some of the arrows, shot by Arjuna, 
dropped down upon the earth like the 
maces; and some, like the spiked clubs; 
and others fell like the Shataghnis ; where- 
as several other shafts fell down upon the 


ground like the most dreadful thunder- 
bolts. 


35- That force, belonging to the Kaura- 
vas, that consisted of numerous foot-sol- 
diers, horses, cars and elephants, and that 
were being slaughtered with the above: 
weapons, that seemed to shut up the 
eyes, roved about (in the field of battle): 
ceaselessly. and roared most loudly. 


36. Thereupon the battle became most 
dreadful, as numerous horses, men, and 
elephants were continually slaughtered. 
Then, again, a large number of them, 
highly afflicted with the arrows, and strucle 


with terror, fled away from the field of 
battle. 


37. Thus whilst the battle raged most 
fearfully amongst your troops, who were 
mosi enthusiastic with the desire of victory, 


the Sun, approaching the setting mountat, 
entered into it. : 


38. O great monarch, we could not? 
behold anything in the field, either fayour- 
able or unfavourable, owing to the thick 


aimas, and especially on account of the 
ust. 


39: O descendant of the Bharata race,, 
then the most powerful bowman (belong-. 
sing to the Kuru army), being afraid of a 
battle that would take place in the night, 
made retreat from the field. of: battle, 
accompanied by all their combatants, 








KARNA PARVA, 


4a. Thereupon, O monarch, at the fall 
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Also all the monarchs of the earth were 


of night when the Kaurava divisions had all | defeated by him alone, who was possessed 


fled away (from the field), the sons of 
Pritha,highly gratified to attain the victory, 
retired to their own camps, 


41. And they (the Pandava troops) 
continued to mock atthe antagonists by 
raising various sorts of sounds with all 
their musical instruments, and also by 
sending forth leonine-roars and uproars; 
and moreover, they praised both Achyuta 
and Arjuna. 


42. Thus when that force of the Kaura- 
vas was routed by those heroic warriors, all 
the troops, as well as the lords of men, 
began to utter benedictions upon the 
Pandavas. 

43. ‘Thereupon, when the hostile army 


had made their retreat from the field, the | 


Pandava warriors as well as the lords of 
men, became highly gratified and having 
retired to their camps, passed the night 
most cheerfully. 

44. Thereafter large numbers of Raksha- 
shas and Pisachas, as well as numerous 
other beasts, came to that dreadful field of 
battle, that looked like the sporting ground 
of Rudra himself. 

Thus ends the thirtieth chapter, the 
battle on the first day, in the Karna 
Parva. 


CHATER XXXI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 

1. Itis told that Arjuna slaughtered all 
belonging to your side, according as he 
wished. Really even if the very Destroyer 
himself had come to battle, he could not 
escape Arjuna, when he took up arms 
against him. 

2. Thereupon the son of Pritha, un- 
assisted by anybody, ravished Vadra. Ant 
again, he, being solitary, gratified Agni. 
Then he, having subjugated this entire 
earth, compelled all the monarchs to pay 
him tribute. 

Moreover he, being unassisted, 
slaughtered the whole force of the Niva- 
takavachas. And also having taken up 
his celestial bow, and without any help 


from other hands, he (Arjuna) battled | 


against the God, Mahadeva, who stayed 
before him in the guise of a hunter. 

4. Again, single-handed, he protected 
the entire race of the Bharatas; and simi- 
larly single-handed he gratified Vava. 





of fierce strength. 


5. They, that isthe Kuru warrious 
not to be blamed; rather they Shoulda 
praised for the reason of -their having 
fought with such a great wirrior. Then, O 
Suta, what did Duryodhana do afterwards ? 
O Sanjaya, do you relate to me all these 
in detail. 


Sanjaya said :— 

6—7. The Kouraya warriors, who now 
resembled tie serpents deprived of their 
fangs and poison, and trodden over by 
the feet, and some of whom were struck 
and wounded, and some, again, were de- 
prived of their armours, weapons and 
proper conveyances, and some of whom 
were thrown down, and who all, again, 
uttered very plaintive voices, and who were 
scorched by the fire of grief, and who 
merely made a parade of their knowledge 
in arms, and who were all defeated by the 
antagnists, and who now repaired to their 
encampment, had been counseling with 
one another. 


8. Thereupon Karna, who was filled 
with wrath, and who sighed heavily like a 
serpent, and who squeezed his hands and 
who looked at your son, addressed them 
saying :— 

g. ‘The thing is that Arjuna is always 
very persevering, skilful, and intelligent. 
And, again, when the first time (for any 
thing to be done) comes, the Eternal One 
(Vasudeva) awakes him to his duties. 

to. To-day we were all deceived by him 
(Arjuna) by the shower of weapons poured 
forth all on a sudden. But to-morrow, © 
ruler of earth, I will baffle all his at- 
tempts.’ 

11. Having been thus addressed (by 
Karna), and saying—so be tt, he (Duryo- 
dhana) commanded all the best of monarchs 
to dissolve. All these kings, being thus 
ordered, repaired to their respective abodes. 

12, Having passed that night most 
happily, they (those monarchs), with ample 
gratification, proceeded out for battle (the 
following morning). 

13. They then saw a very invincible 
array of army, that was constituted by the 
King of Justice (Yudhisthira), who was 
the greatest of the whole Kuru race, with 
the greatest care, and quite in accordance 
with the advices of both Vrihaspati and 
Ushanas. 


14. Thereupon Duryodhana, that smiter of 
enemies, Called to his memory, Karna, who 
baffled the attempts of his antagonists, and 
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whin was the foremost of all heroic warriors, 
aml who .wis the slaverof his foes, and 
whe had the neck like that of a bull. 

15. The king's (Ducvodhana's) mind was 
now constantly directed towards Karna, 
who resembled Purandara in baule, and 
who was like the Murutss in prowess, 
and who also was equal to Kartavirya in 
prowess. 


16. As also the hearts of all the troops 
turned towards Karna, who was the son of 
the charioteer, and who, again ws a great 
bowman, even as the heart of a person 
always turns towards his friends, whilst he 
falls in some great danger, 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


17. Thus when the minds of all yon were 
turned towards Karna the son of Vikar- 
tana, did the warriors on my side look 
atthe son of Radha, even as persons, op- 
pressed with cold, look at the sun ? 


18. O Sanjaya, how did Karna, the 
son of Vikartana, fight there (in the field 
of battle), when my troops had first re- 
retreated, and again engaged themselves 
in the battle. x 


19. And how also did the sons of Pandu 
fight in the field with the son of Suta? 
Indeed, Karna that mighty-armed warrior, 
would have slaughtered all the sons of 
Pritha along with the whole lot of the 


Srinjayas, although he was alone. 

20. In the field of battle, the strength 
of the arms of Karna was similar to the 
prowess of both Shakra and Vishna; and 


| 
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foolish D iryodhana, and also that resemble 
alugo number of deadly arrows ! 


©) Sire, the son of Suvala w 





as con- 
Sic ? to be possessed of great policy ; 
asso Karna was always extremely at- 


tached to the prince (Duryodhana), 


O Sanjaya, when such is the mat- 
ter with the battle which is most dreadful 
T have often heard that my sons were being 
constantly defeated, and slaughtered. 


27. There exists no one who can res- 
train the Pandavas in the battle; and they 
enter into my whole force, even as one 
penetrates into the midst of a throng of 
women. It is sure that Destiny is the most 
supreme. 


Sanjaya said :- 


28. O monarch, do you now reflect upon 
your past actions, that were most righteous 
(the game at dice and others of the kind). 


29. Man afterwards reflects upon all 
actions that had past away. “But that how- 
ever, one should not do. For, one is des- 
troyed by that sort of reflection. 


3>. That act of yours has been far from 
bringing out the’ desired end, Although 
you are possessed of knowledge, yet ‘you 
did not consider before hand the propriety 
and impropriety of your actions. 


31- O monarch, it was several times told 
to you, that you should not fight with the, 
Pandavas. But, O ruler of earth, that 
advice you did not accept out of foolish- 
ness, 





the weapons, as well as the prowess of that 
lofty-minded warrior were very fierce. 


21. Hoping to be under the Protection | 
-of Karna, king Duryodhana was most 
eager for the battle. Then what did ihat 
very powerful car-warrior do afier seein 
Duryodhana very highly oppress by the 
son of Pandu, and also alter witnessing all 
the sons of Pandy to display their prowess 
in arms? 


22. Relying upon Karna, the foolish 
prince Duryodhana, again, aspired to 
defeat the sons, of Pritha along with their 
sons, as well as Keshava in the field of 
battle, 


23. Alas, this is am 
stat in the field of batul 
of immense strength, could not cefeat the 
sons of Pandu! Itis certain that Destiny 
holds the foremost position in all affairs. 


24. Alas, the most dreadful result of 
Gaming at dice has now been visible! 
Alas, J Sanjaya, | now hear of the greatest 
sorrows, that had been brought about by 


atter of great grief 
e Karna, possessed 








The most horrible deeds of sin had 

cen perpetrated by you in respect to the 
Pandavas, And only for those acts of 
yours that this terrible destiuction of kings 
takes place now. 





i 
\ 


33- O foremost of the Bharata race 
all has now passed away, do not 





grieve 

for them. O you of everlasting fame; 

do you now her of all that had taken 

Place. namely the details of that awful 
| slaughter, 

34. Thus when the night dawned, 

| Karna went to the king. And having ap- 

į proached him that hero of very powerful 


arms then addr 


! essed Duryodhana. 
į Karna said :— 


35- To-da 
for vattle wiu 
Either I shall 

ime. 


ook O descendant of the Bharata race, 
monareh, on account of the innumerable 
acts of both myself as well as of the son o 


y» O monarch, I will go forth 
1 the famous son of Pandu. 
slay that hero, or he will slay 


j 
| 
i 
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Pritha, that this encounter between me and 
Arjuna had taken place; else this would 
not have occurred. 


my speech, uttered in accordance with my 
wisdom. O descendant of the Bharata 
race, if I can not slay the son of Prina in 
battle, I will not return from the field. 

38. For the reason of this army on over 
side having had the bestof its warriors all 
slaughtered, that I will myself stand in 
the field: the son of Pritha will proceed 
against me, who am deprived of the 
Sakti-arrow given to me by Shakra 
(Indra). E 


39- O lord of men, then be you cons- 





K, To-day, O Duryodhana, I will 
gratify your heart, along with that of vour 


i friends by stauvl + ` 
i y seughtering in the feld of 
37- O ruler of earth, do you listen to | S g sl 


battle the heroic Arjuna that foremost ene 
amongst the viclorious warriors. 

49. O lord of earth, the whole kingdom 
of earth, along with the oceans, the moun- 
tains, the torests and the islands, with all 
her heroes slaughtered, will be your own; 
and over which you will be established 





| with your sons and grandsons, 


50. There exists nothing that I cannot 
pertorm to-day, especially for gratifying 
JOU; even as Success (ascetic) does surely 


| exist in respect to a person, who is passion- 


cious of what proves -beneticial to you. | 


The strength of my celestial weapons 
is similar to the strength of Arjuna’s wea- 
pons. 

40. Asregards the baffling of attempts 
of the mast power ful antagetcects, ard as te 
the lightness of arms, abcd ie range ol 
arrows shot, and in respect to siiliiulness, 
as also in the management of weapons, Su- 
vyasachin is never my peer. 

4t. Again, O descendant of the Bharata 
race, either in physical strength, or in 
heroism, or knowledge (in the management 
of arms), or in prowess or in hitting the 
mark Savyasachin is bever my peer. 

42. My bow, that was known by the 
name of Vijaya, was the most supreme of 
all weapons. It was made by Vishwa- 
karman with the object of performing what 
was agreeable to Indra. 

43. O monarch, Shatakratu (Indra), 
indeed, subdued all the Daityas by means 
of that bow. And, again, at the twang of 
that bow, the whole body of the Daityas 
supposed the ten points of the compass to 
be emply. 2 

44. And formerly Shakra (Indra) gave 
away to the son of Bhrigu that cxcellently 
equipt and best of the celestial bows, which 
was highly respected by ail; and aller- 
wards the son of Bhrigu gave it to me. 

45. I will battle with that foremost 
one amongst the victorious warriors, the 
mighty-armed Arjuna, in the field ; even as 
Indra fought with all the Daityas, who had 
assembled against him. 

46. That fierce bow, given away by 
Rama, is in every way supetor to the 
Gandiva bow; with that bow the entire 
earth was conquered twenty-one Umes iby 
Bhargava). 

47> “The son of Vrigu speaks of the 
celestial deeds of that formidable bow. 
As Rama has given it to me I will surely: 
fight with the son of Pandu with that bow. 








ately attached to virtue, and who also 
has conuolled his soul. 


5t. There is no one, who, coming-in 
contact with me, is able to bear me inthe 
batile; even as the tree, coming in con- 
tact with the fire, is able to bear it. Indeed’ 
this must be told by me that in what res- 
pect I am inferior to Phalguna (Arjuna), 


52, The string of his bow is celestial; 


i as also he (Ajruna) has got two inexhaus-’ 





tible quivers. His charioteer is Govinda, 
But I have got nothing like all these. 


53- His Gandiva bow is celestial, and’ 
one of the best; as also itis indestructible’ 
in battle, whereas my bow, called Vijaya, 
is also divine, and formidable, as it is alsu 
the foremost of its kind. 


54. Thus O monarch, as regards the 
bow I am superior to the son of Pritha. But 
in what respect the son of Pandu (Arjuna), 
that heroic one, is superior to me, do you 
now listen to. 

55. That one, born in the Dasharha race, 
is the holder of the reins (of his horses), who. 
is revered by all people; as also his car,that 
is ornamented with gold, is celestial, and 
the gilt of Agni (the god of fire). 

56. That hero is impenetrable in all his 


| parts. His horses are possessed * of the 
| speed of the mind. His standard is also 


celestial, and most resplendent, bearing an 
Ape, exciting the greatest wonder. 


57. Moreover Krishna, who is the 


+ creator of the universe, most carefully 


guards that car. I am destitute of all these’ 
equipments, yet I wish to fight with the son 
of Pandu. ` 


58. Indeed, this Shalya, whois’ the orna- 
ment of all assemblies, resembles Shauri. 
Should he perform the duties of: my charid= 
teer, the victory will surely be yours. 


59. Let Shalya,- therefore, who is 
irresistible by.the autagonists, act as.my ` 
charioteer. And let the carts also convey 
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llas the arrows fur- 


fts, as we 
my long anally vultures. 


nished with the feathers of 

60. Let, O lord of kings, the best of 
horses be yoked to my excellent cars; and 
let them, O foremost of the Bharata race, 
follow me without exhaustion. 

61. Thus I will be superior to the son 
of Pritha in respect to these (the above 
mentioned) qualities. And thus, again, 
Shalya is superior to Krishna; and | am 
superior to Arjuna. 

62. Even as that one, of the Dasharha 
race, who is the slayer of the hostile heroes, 
is thoroughly versed in the knowledge about 
horses, so Shalya, that most powerful car- 
warrior, is also acquainted with the science 
of horses. 

63. In respect of the strength of arms 
there exist nene who is equal to the prince 
of Madras. 


64. Even as there exists not a single 
bowman, who is my pter in respect to the 
management cf arms, so there is no one, 
who resembles Shalya as tothe knowledge | 
of horses. 


65. Thus my car, which is attended 
with all these surroundings, will, indeed, 
be superior to that of the son of Pritha. 
Even the very celestials, accompanied by 
Vasava, will not be capable of proceeding 
against it (my car). 

66. Thus having performed all these, 
when I take my stand upon ‘the car, I 
should surely be superior to Arjuna in | 





respect of ¡these (the above mentioned) 
qualities; and also 1 should, O foremost 
of the Kuru race, subdue Phalguna. 


O mighty king, O searcher of enemies, I 
desire that all this should be done by you. 
Also this my desire should be fulfilled by 
you; and the time in doing it should not 
pass away for nothing. 


68. Having performed all this, there 
will be enough help to me on all desirable 
points. Thereupon, O descendant of the 
Bharata race, you will witness whatever | 
will achjeye in the field of battle. 


By all means T will subdue all the 
assembled Pandavas in the field of battle. 
Even the very celestials and the Asuras 
will not be able to proceed against me in 
the field. O monarch, what should I say 
of.the sons of Pandu, who are of human 
origin, and who will not be capable of with- 
standing me in the battle? 


Sanjaya said :— 

yo, Thereupon your son, having” b 
thaws addressed by Karna, who Bee Nhe 
orhamentoof battle, and also having adorde 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the son of Radha, told hiin these words 
with a highly gratified heart. 


Duryodhana said :— 


71. I will perform all this, that you, O 
Karna, desire. Numerous cars, furnished 
with the excellent quivers, and yoked to 
the foremost ef horses, will follow you in the 
field of battle. 


72. And let the long shafts, and the 
arrows furnished with the wings of vultures 
be conveyed to you in innumerable carts ; 
and, O Karna, all of us, namely ihe 
princes, will follow you into the field. 


Sanjaya said :— 

73. O mighty monarch, your son, who 
is possessed of immense prowess, after 
having thus addressed, and also having 
advanced before the prince of Madras, 
spoke these words to that chief, O monarch. 


Thus ends the thirty-first chapter, the 
parley between Karna and Duryodhana, 
in the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O great king, your son. approaching 
the prince of Madras, that very power- 
ful car-warrior, with enough of humility, 
spoke these words to him out of affec- 
tion. 


2. © you of truthful vows, O greatly 
fortunate one, O you who increase the 
sorrows of the antagonists, O lord of the 
Madras, O hero in battle, O you who 
instill terror in the hostile forces, 


3- O best of speakers, y 
: i you have heard 
what Karna lai said, namely that this 


hero (Karna) choo 
a) chooses you amongst 
foremost of princes. 7 aa 


4. When such you are, O 

= te 5 rou of 
nyindibie prowess, O prince of the eA 
I solicit yon to-day with enough of humi- 
ity and bowing down my head in order 


to bring about tt i 
a the destruction of my 


EEG consequence thereof, O best of 
ace ‘mors, it is necessary that you should 
Hi Bea out of affection, as my charioteer 
Case Pritha E about the death of the 
Sand » as also to render mea real 
6. Having had 
the son of Radha 
antagonists, 


you for his charioteer, 
will surely vanquish my 
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7. Indeed, O greatly fortunate one 
there exists no one, who can restrain the 
horses belonging to Karna, excepting 
youre who are cruel to Vasudeva in 
attle. So do you protect Karna by 
all means, even as Brahma protects Ma- 
heshwara. 


8. Even as that descendant of the 
Vrishni race protects the son of Pandu by 
all means in all his difficulties, so, O chief 
of the Madras, do you support to-day the 
son of Radha. 


9. Bhishma, Drona, Kripa, Karna, 
yourself, and the most energetic king of the 
Bhojas as well as Shakuni, the son of Su- 
vala, the son of Drona, and myself too, 
all had formed our army. j 


to. O ruler of earth, thus nine divisions 
had been made of the army, but no 





such division or allotted share does yet | 


exist of either Bhishma or lofty-minded 
Drona. 


ir. By those two (Bhisma and Drona), 
who had gone beyond their respective divi- 
sions, all my enemies were slain. 


12. Those two foremost of persons, who ; 


were very old, were slaughtered by strata- 
gem in the field. O sinless one, they re- 
paired to heaven from here, after having 
performed the most arduous tasks; as also 
other foremost of men, having been slain 
by the enemies in battle, departed to para- 


dise. 


in battle to-day with Arjuna. But O chie 
of the people of Madras, I entertain very 
great hopes in that dreadful battle. 


19. There does none exist in the whole 
world, who can act as the best holder of the 
reins of Karna’s horses; even as Krishna 
makes the foremost holder of reins of Par- 
tha's horses in the field of battle, so, O 
monarch, should you be the holder of reins 
of the car belonging to Karna. 


20, O sire, having been attended by 
him (Krishna), and also well guarded in 
battle, whatever deeds that the son of Pritha 
performs, will all be consequently done be- 
fore your eyes. 

21. Formerly Arjuna, indeed, never 
slaughtered his enemies in battle; but now, 
as he is always attended by Krishna, he 
shows forth such a prowess. 


_ 22: And now, O lord of the Madras, it 
is witnessed that day after day the son of 
Pritha causes the vast army of Dhritarash- 
tra to retreat, because he is ever attended 
by Krishna in the field of battle. 


23. O most resplendent one, the rest of 
the share given to Karna as well as to 
yourself still remains. Being accompanied 
by Karna, do you at once proceed to the 
field of battle. 

24. Even as the Sun, being attended 
by the Aruna, disposses the darkness, so 


| you, being united with Karna, slaughter the 


13. So again numerous other heroes, all | 
belonging to our army, after having achie- | 


ved the most difficult attempts to the best of 
their powers, and also having abondoned 
their livés in the battle, at last departed to 
heaven. 

14. O lord of men, this our army. 
the large part of which has been slain. 
have already been massacred by the 
sons of Pritha, who were at first verv 
few in number. What should be done 
now ? 

15. The sons of Kunti are all possessed 
of immense strength; they are lofty-minded ; 
and also they are endued with undaunted 
course. O lord of earth, now act up in 
such a way that they may not slaughter the 
rest of my army. 

16. O lord, this my force has lost 
the most heroic warriors, who were al 
slain by the sons of Pandu in the field- of 
battle. 

17. Inded, Karna alone, that mighty- 
armed hero, is dear to us, and attached 
to our good; as also, O foremost of persons 
you are, who are the mightiest car-warrior 
throughout the entire world. : 


18, © Shalya, Karna desires to engage 





son of Pritha in this dreadful battle. 


25, Let the greatest car-warriors, be- 
longing to the hostile force, run away from 
the field, after seeing in the battle both 
Karna and Shalya, who are like two risen 


! suns, and who also are possessed of the 


splendour of the rising sun. 

26. As, O sire, the thick gloom is des- 
troyed at the very view of both the Sun and 
Aruna, even so let all the descendants of 
Kunti along with the Panchalas and the 
Srinjayas be destroyed (at the sight of 
Karna and Shalya in the battle). 

27. Karna is superior to all the car- 
warriors, as also you are the foremest of all 
the charioteers; and there exists no one in 
the whole world, who is your peer in the 
field of battle. 


28. Even as that descendant of the 
Vrishni race protects the son of Pandu in 
all his vicissitudes, so do you guard Karna 
the son of Vikartana, in the battle. 


29. O ruler of earth, when you are his 
charioteer, this hero (Karna) will surely be 
invincible even in the war with all the celes- 
tials, headed by Shakra (Indra); and what 
again, need be said with, all the Pandavas. 
O, do not doubt my sajings ! 
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striking down the enemies, employ me to 
the office of the charioteer in the field 
battle to the son of Adiiratha, whe 
born of such low parentage. 


Sanjaya said:— 

3o. Having heard the words of Duryo- 
dhana, Shalya, who became highly enraged 
and who-was stretching his bow to its 
extent, and who, again, was waving his two 
arms viten and often, 

ate "And who, morcover, was roil- 
ing his two expansive eyes, reddened 
with great rage, and who himself was 
endued with the mighty arms, and who 
also was greatly proud of the possession 
of his high-birth, properties, vast learn- 
ing and physical capability,—Shalya utter- 
ed these words. 


of 
is 


41. O lord ot kings, you should not 
appoint me to this menial service, Having 
been indeed, thus superior to him, I cannot 
dare obey the commands of that sinful 
person. 


42. That person, who makes one, who 
is a guest out of love, and who is most 
supreme, and who, again, is already very 
obedient, submissive to a very sinful man, 
surely becomes subject to that sort of crime 
which is similar to one of confusing, the 
Shalya said :— superior with the inferior. 

32. Osan of Gandhari, you are offend- 43. This isa truth that Brahma created 
ing me; and also surely you are suspect- | the twice-born persons from his mouth; 
ing my conduct, when you ask ine without | and the Kshatriyas (or the people of the 
hesitation by sayiag,—Do you act as my | warrior class) from his arms; and also he 
charioteer. created the Vaisyas (or the merchant class) 
from his thighs; and the Sudras (or the 
that he is superior to ourselves. But I people of the servile class) from his feet. 


never reckon the son of Radha to be equal 44. Thereupoh, © descendant of the 
to myself in the field of battle. Bharata race, the particular classes of 

34. O ruler of earth, let a much greater | persons, that is these born of (superior 
share be permitted to ine in the battle. father marrying an inferior mother, or 
Having slaughtered him in the field, who of a inferior father marrying a superior 
has come to contend with me, I will re- | mother), have all originated from these four 
pair to the place wherefrom I came. classes by means of their union with one 


35- O descendant of the Kuru race, if another. 
it be desirable, I will fight alone. Do you | 45- It has often been told that the 
witness to-day my energy in the field of | Kshatriyas are the protectors of the rest 
battle, whilst I will engage in scorching | of the classes, as also they are the posses- 
the enemies. sors and givers of wealth. ‘Ihe Brahmana, 

Jao Oder e REO e TO or the regenerate persons, are characterised 
person, who is like ourselves, ever engages aapne au sactifices, Sons and 
himself in the execution’ of my duties, after als by Sc acceptance epe cee and 
having reflected in the beart Such an insult. | 280M, the Brahmans, that is, the twice-born 
Do not doubt me (my prowess), In the persons, were established upon the earth 
kaata yan id oet al attach such a inorder that they would shower forth bless- 
PE TON ORG ings upon all the people. 


37. See thes: two my mascular arms, that 46. According to the Dharma-shastras 
ean smite down like thunder; as also do | We occupations of the Vaisyas are agri- 
you behold my bow that is variegated with | Culure, the rearing of cattle, and gift; 
the excellent colors, as well as my shafts | Whereas the Sndras are ordained to be the 
that are like snakes possessing virulent ; Servants of the Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, 
poison. : and Vaisyas. 


33. You vraise Karna by considering 








38. See again, my car, to which are 47. Then, again, the charioteers, indeed 
yoked the most beautiful horses endued | 2 Servants to the Kshatriyas; but never 
with the swiftness of the wind. And © | the Kshatriyas, O sinless one, are servernts 
son of Gandhati, see my mace, that | tO thecharioteer class. Do you, therefore, 
is ornamented with gold and threads of | !'sten to these my words. 


hemp. 48. Iam that i 
É person, who have his head 
39- O lord of earth, when I am angry | (F hairs) washed off with sraa MaN 


J can split up the very earth; and I can | 2™ bern of a high family of i 
break asunder the mountains ; as also I | 2nd I ama mighty ethnie SYI 
can soak up even all the oceans by means | Person of great note; as, again, I am 
of my own energy. worshipped and praised by the eulogists. 
40. Why do yeu, © king, being con- | 49. O sl i 
ious of the fact that jian AO: Slayer of the hostile force, when 
Scie at l am thus capable ef ; Iam Buch a person as described,.! can not 


ee 
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dare act as the charioteer of the son of Suta 
in the field. 


59. Thus having obtained this insult I 
will never battle in the field, O son of 
Gandhari, to-day. I ask your permission, as 
I am really willing to return home. 


‘ Š 
Sanjaya said :— 

51. Having thus addressed, that fore- 
most of persons, Shalya, who was the 
ornament of assemblizs, and who also 
became highly enraged, immediately went 
away from the midst of the kings, after 
having stood up. 


52. Then your son, having received him 
(Shalya) with great- affection and high 
respect, addressed him in a friendly manner 
these swect-expressions, pregnant with very 
grave ideas. 

53. O Shalya, this what you utter is 
doubtlessly true. In this, I have some 
object in sight. Be you, therefore, O lord 


of men, acquainted with this. 


54.. O lord of earth, Karna isin no way 
higher than what you are; nor that I doubt 
your conduct. It is sure also that the royal 
chief of the Midras will not achieve what 
should be unreal. ; 


55. Indeed, your ancesters, who were 
the best of persons, always told the truth : 
and hence it is my opinion that yourself is 
said to be the descendant of the truthful 
persons. 


56. O you who confer honors, you are 
like a barbed shaft to your enemies upon 
this earth. lu consequence thereof you 
are called by the name of Shalya on the 
surface of the world. 

57. O you who award ample gifts (to the 
regenerate persons), O you who are ac- 
quainted with virtue, you now achieve for 
my sake what was told by you before, 
saying that you would achieve. 

58. Really neither the son of Radha, nor 
I am more powerful than you. Hence I 
solicit you to be the driver of-these horses 
of the best species (ygked to the car of 
Karna) in this dreadful battle. : 

59. O sire, evenas Karna is reckoned 
to be superior to Dhananjaya regarding 
innumerable qualities, so this whole world 
is of opinion that you are superior to even 
Vasudeva. 

60. O foremost of persons, [Karna is, 
indeed, far superior to the son of Pritha 
respecting the management of „weapons į 
and you, too, are superior to Krishna both 
in the horse-lore and physical power. 


61. As that high-souled Vasudeva is 
thoroughly versed in the knowledge about 
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horses, even so you, O royal chief of the 
«is twice acquaint. i with that 
knowiedge. There is no doubt about it. 
Shalya said :- 

62. O son of Gandhari, O descendant of 
the Karu race, as you tell me that amongst 
all these troops there is none more accom- 


plished than the son of Devaki, even so I am 
highly gratified with you. 





63. Thus I will act as the charioteer 
of that greatly famous son of Radha, while 
he will engage in battle with that foremost 
of the sens of Pandu, even as you, O hero, 
desire me. 


64. But O here. this should really be 
My provision towards the son of Vikartana 
that I will send forth in his presence such 
utterances as I will desire. ve 


Sanjaya said :— 

65. O king, O descendant of Bharata, 
O best of the Bharata race, your sou, ac- 
companied by Karna, replied to the son 
of the king of the Madras, saying—so 
be it. 


Thus ends the thirty-second chapter, 
Shalya's acceptance of the chartoteershep 
of Karna ia the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Duryodhana said :— 

1. Do you, again, O chief of the Madras, 
O lord, bear all that I will relate to you, 
namely what had taken pisce in the days 
of old in the great war between the celes- 
tials and the Asuras. 

2. O foremost of the royal sages, do 
you now listen to what the great sage 
Markandcya had related to me as well as 
to my father which I will, again describe 
to you in detail. No doubt should be 
made by you in this. 

3. -O monarch, there had taken place a 
dreadful battle, that had its root in Taraka, 
between the celestials and the Asuras, each 
of which parties was most desirous of de- 
feating the other. Then it has been heard 
by us that the Daityas were subdued by 
the celestials. 

. O monarch, when the Daityas were 
thus defeated by the celestials, the three 
sons of Taraka, named ‘Varaksha, Krim- 
mulakshu, and Vidyunmalin, 

5. Who had placed themselves under 
severe devotion, and who, also, had sub- 
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mitted themselves to the strictest rules, 
liberated their bodies by means of that 
austere devotion, O scorcher of enemies. 

, grandsire, who was ever the giver 
ieee E highly gratified with them 
on account of their devotion, self-restraint, 
observance of strict rules, and also of divine 
contemplation and offered them numerous 
boons. i 

7. © monarch, they, having united with 
one another, asked of the great grandsire 
of all {the worlds that boon, namely that 
they would not attain death from all crea- 
tures always. 

8. Threreupon the lord, the God, that 
divine master of all the worlds, addressed 





to them, saying: "O Asuras, there exists 
no such thing, namely the freedom from 
death at the hands of all creatures ; and, 
therefore do you refain from such a solici- 
tation. Indeed you ask another boon, that 
you like most.’ 


Thereafter, O monarch, those Asuras 
after having brooded over the matter con- 
jointly for a Jong while, and settled amongst 
themselves, and also having bowed down to 
that Lord of all the worlds, addressed him 
with these words: ‘O God, O grandsire, 
do you give us this boon.’ 


to. “In this world having kept your 
grace always in the front we will, living in 
three different cities, wonder over this entire 
earth. 


11. Then after one thousand years we 
will againZunite together ; and, O faultless 
one, these three cities, belonging to our- 
selves, will also attain the similar condition 
once more. 


12. Whenever, O lord, any one of the 
celestials will penetrate with a single arrow 
those cities united into one then that 
most excellent of celestials will become the 
cause of our death.” 


1g. Then that god, having replied to 
them, saying—So be j7¢, ascended to 
heaven. 


14. Thereupon they (the three Asuras), 
being highly gratified for having obtained 
the boons, and also having settled every- 
thing amongst themselves, called Maya, 
who was a mighty Asura and who was 
the celestial architect, and who was also 
without decay or death, and highly respect- 
ed by the whole lot of the Daityas and the 
Danavas with a view to have those three 
cities constructed. 


15. Thereupon Maya, who was of supe- 
rior intelligence, constructed the three cities 
with the help of his own asceticism, —the 
one of the three was made of gold, the 


second of silver, and the third of black 
iron. 

16. Thecity that was constructed of gold 
rested in the heaven ; and that one of silver 
was placed in the farmament; and where- 
as the third, that was made of black iron, 
was established upon the earth. But, O 
lord of earth, they all were made to rest 
upon a wheel. 


17. Each one of them (the three cities) 
were measured to be one hundred Yojanas 
long and one hundred Yojanas broad ; 
and contained numerous buildings and 
houses, as also lofty walls and perches. 


18. Although the foremost of the build- 
ings in them were very closely situated to 
one another yet the high roads were very 
spacious and far off from one another. 
They also were very excellently furnished 
with the diverse kinds of palaces, and beau- 
tiful perches. 


19. O monarch, separate kings lived 
in those cities. 


20. The one of gold that was most beau- 
tiful had been in the possession of the high- 
souled Tarakaksha; and the other made of 
silver had been in the possession of Iama- 
laksha; and the third of black iron belong- 
ed to Vidyunmalin. 


21. And those three Daitya monarchs 
immediately attacked the three worlds with 
the aid of their prowess and continued to 
reside; they said also these words,— 
who is that one called Prajapati (or the 
creator). 


22. Thereupon millions and millions of 
persons from all directions proceeded against 
those best of the Danavas who had no hor- 
des to come against them. 


_ 23. The greatly hanghty and flesh-eat- 
ing Danavas, who were in the days of yore 
vanquished by the celestials, now having 
dwelt in those three well fortified cities, be- 
came highly desirous of obtaining immense 
prosperity. 

24. Now Maya had became the support- 
er of them all, who have thus united to- 
gether. Indeed, all of them having been 


under his protection (Maya's) lived there 
with perfect fearlessness. 


25. henceforth whoever amongst those 
dwelling in those cities entertained,whatever 
wi muns heart it was then Maya who ful- 
eee desires by the aid of his illusory 

26. The heroic an 
son of Tarakaksha, 
the name of Hari, 
devotion, 
Grandsire 

im, 


d the most powerful 
who was known by the 
f practised the most severe: 
in consequence of which the 

became highly satisfied with 
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dz. Thus when the God was satisfied | 
with him, he (Hari) asked him the following } 


boon: ‘Let there bea lake in our city, in 
which the persons, greatly struck by the 
weapons, having been dipped, will revive 
with resembled vigor. 


28. O lord, after having obtained the ! 


boon, that warlike son of Tarakaksha, 


named Hari, created a lake in that city, | 


which possessed the power of reviving the 
dead. 


29. Indeed, the Daityas, in whatever 
form and whatever guise they were slaught- 
ered, after having been dipped into that 
lake, had come back to their life in the 
same forin and guise. 


39. Thus after having regained their 


dead, they (the Daityas), who attained to | 
their ascetic success hy means of great devo- | 


tion, and who also enlanced the terrors 


of all the celestials, now began to oppress all ; 
. the diferent worlds, 


31. O monarch, there had never been 
the slightest diminution of their number in 
the field of battle. 


32. Thereupon they,who had been involv- 
ed both by covetuousness and insensibility, 
and who also were deprived of their sense 
how began to destroy the cities and the 
towns, that were settled upon the whole 
universe. 





33. Having routed all the celestials, 


‘along with their attendants, at all times 


and in all places, those Danavas, who had 
been rendered hanghty by the attainment 


of the boons, wandered, according to their ! 


option, 


34. All over the celestial forests and : 
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38. They then, having described the 
} whole history, and also having bowed down 
{to him with their heads, asked the lord 


i grand sire the fitting means of their des- 
| truction, 


39. Having listened to all that, the lord 

į god addressed all the celestials, saying this. 

| ‘Phat injurious fellow, who offends you, 
does surely offend me too.’ $ 


49. Indeed the Asuras Are all very 
wicked-souled : and also they are dead 
agatust’ the celestials, And when they 


commit oppressions against you; they thus 
afflict me always, 


41. I am, indeed, equally disposed to- 
wards all the creatures. ‘here is no doubt 
about it. My fixed vow is that the unright- 
eous ones should ever be slaughtered. 


42. Those three fortresses can only be 
; penetrated by means of a single shaft; but 
in no other way can they be pierced. ‘There 
exists no other person except Stana, who 
js able to pierce them with a single arrow. 


43. Then you, O Adityas, select that 
heroic warrior Stana, also called Ishana, 
| as well as Jishnu, who ean hardly be 
afflicted in the battle. He will surely 
slaughter these Asuras. 





44. Hearing this speech of his, all the 
celestials, under the leadership of Shakra, 
placing Brahman at their front, went to’ 
seek shelter of that goad, who had a bull 
! for his{synibol. 


| 4S. Being accompanied by these Rishis 
| (sages), who practised severe devotion, 
and who also uttered the eternal words of 
the Vedas, all these rightious gods repair- 
ed to Bhava with their whole soul directed 


i 
i 
| 
i 
| 
i 
| 


different other regions that had been very | towards him. 
| 


dear to the celestials themselves, and the 
s cred asylums belonging to the sages, 
as also the most excellent abodes of men. 
Moreover these Danavas, who behaved 
most cruelly, had damaged the honor of 
all. 


35. While thus all the worlds were very 


greatly oppressed (by the Danavas), then | 


Shakra (Indra), who had been encompassed 
by all the Maruts, fought against those 


cities by hurling his thunder (upon them) į 


from all sides. 


46. Then, O monarch, they began to 
satisfy him with the high speeches (as 
! found in the Vedas), who is the giver of 
| fearlessness in all fears, and who is the soul 
of all, and who himself is high-souled, aud 
by whom, again, the entire universe ig 
pervaded through with bis eternal soul, 


47. That one, who knows low to 
meditate upon the Soul by means of 
| special devotional performances, and who 
also knows the capabiiity of the soul, that 
is, the difference between soul and matter, 


f 
36. \Vhen, O foremost of monarchs, | as also whose soul is ever under lis control. 
} 


Purandara became incapable to pierce 
cities, which had been made impenetrable 
by that creator, and which also had received 
the boons. 


37- Then, O subduer of enemies, the 
terror-struck lord ef the gods, abandoning 
these cities, and celestials, went to the 
Grandsire with a view to relate to him the } 
@feat insults wrought out by the Asuras. | 


9 


$. That one, named Ishana, that mass 
of Fery energy, that lord of Uma, that one 
having had no equal in the world, that 
cause of all causes, that faultless one, they 
(the celestials) saw. 
Then there fords conceived innit. 
le torns in him, although he was but 
‘Thereafter they all, after -having 


49: 
merab! 
one. 
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found out all these ni merous forms as each 
of them had respectively conceived in their 
minds, became highly astonished. 


50. All the celestials, as well as all 
the regenerate sages, after having seen that 
embodiment of all creatures, that unborn 
person, who was the most supreme of the 
gntire universe, touched the earth with their 
heads, 


5t. Then having received them by utter- 
ing the worlds yon are welcome, and also 
having raised their heads, Lord Shankara 
smilingly addressed them, saying—do you 
tell me the purpose of your coming here. 

52, Thereupon having been commanded 
by the three-eyed deity, the celestials, who 
became highly gratified, uttered these words 
to him: O lord, let our repeated suluta- 
tions be to you. 


53- Let our salutations be to you, who 
are the lord of all the celestials; let our 
salutations te to you, who are mighty bow- 
man, and to you, who are subject to greal 
tage, and also to you, who are the destroyer 
of the sacrifices of the creater; and to you, 
again, who are worshipped by all the lords 
of the creatures. 


54. Let our salutations be to you, who 
are ever present; and to you, who are 
worthy to be prayed; and to you, who are 
çantinuously praised; and to you, who, 
are the death himself ; and to you, who are 
possessed of red splendour; and to you, 
who are dreadful; and to you, who are 
endued with blue throat; and to you, who 
are furnished with the symboi of a trident. 


55. And to you, who are never to be 
prostrated ; and to you, who are furnished 
with the eyes of a yazelle; and to you, who 
battle with the best weapons; and to you, 
who are worthy of all praises ; and to you, 
dea are pure; and to you, who are the very 





eath himself; and to you also, who are the 
lestroyer ot all. 


56. And to you, who can with difficulty 
be resisted; and to you who are Shakra 
himself; and to you, who are also Brah- 
man; and to you who behave like a Brah- 
machari; and to you who are Ishana3; and 
*o you, who are immeasurable ; and to you, 
who are the leader of all; and to you, who 
are dressed with rags. 


x7. And to you,who practise eternal vows ; 
and to you, who are tawny-colored; and to 
you, who carry on severe vows ; and to you, 
who are dressed with the skins of animal ; 
and to you, who are the father of Kumara; 
and to you, who are furnished with the 
three eyes; and to you, who are armed with 
the best of weapons. 


58. And to you, who destroy the afftic- 
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tions of those who have sought your protec- 
tion; and to you, who bring about the death 
of those who are enemies to the regenerate 
persons ; and to you, who are the lord of 
the forest trees. Let our salutations be to 
you, who are the lord of all persons; and 
jet our eternal salutations be to you, who 
are the lord of all kine; and to you who are 
the lord of all sacrifices. 


59. Let our salutations be to you, who 
are the leader of the troops; and to you, 
who are furnished with three eyes; and to 
you, who are possessed of fierce energy ; O 
god, let our salutations be to you with our 
whole heart, speech and acts. Be you kind 
to us, who seek your shelter. 


60. Thereupon the lord, who became 
highly gratified, having received them with 
the words you are welcome,—addressed 
them, saying let your fears be all gone ; 
tell me what am I to do for you all. 


Thus ends the thirty-third chapter, the 
history of the three cities of the Danavas, 
tn the Karna Pava, 


` 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


(KARNA PARYA)—Continuod 
Duryodhana said :— 


1. When fearlessness was given tothe 
whole class of the Pitris, the celestials, and 
the Rishis by that high-souled one (Brah- 
man), he (Brahaman), after having adı red 
Shankara properly uttered these words 


beneficial to the people of the entire uni- 
verse. 


2. O tord of all, through your grace I 


“have been established in this high situation, 


namely the creatorship of all creatures, 


Holdinng this, a very great boon was given 
by me to the Danavas. 


3: O Lord of the past and the future, 
there exists no one, excepting yourself, who 
is fit to slaughter these who have gone be- 
yond paying proper respects. Indeed, you 


are the only person, who can slay these 
antagonists. 


4. O God, when you are such, do you, 
therefore, achieve good to the celestials 
who have fallen into imminent danger,and, 
who also solicit your grace. O lord of the 


celestials, O wielder of the trident, slaught 
er these Danavas. 


5, O you, who give honor to all, through 
yonr kindness let the entire univeres attain 

liss. Indeed, you are worthy to be taken 
Protection of. © tord of the universe, we 
all seek your protection, 3 
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Stana said :— 

6. My opinion is’ that all your enemies 
should be slain. Being unassited, I can 
not dare slaughter them; for really the 
antagonists of the celestials are all very 
powerful. 


7. Having been united together, all of 
you, therefore, destroy these enemies in the 
field of battle with one-half of the strength 
possessed by me. For union is, indeed, an 
immense strength. 


The celestials said :— 

8. I have observed energy and prowess 
of them (the Danavas). From this I am 
of opinion that the amount of energy and 
strengh possessed by them, is twice the 
energy and prowess possessed by us. 


The auspicious god said :— 

g. ‘These sinful persons, who have insult- 
ed you, all should be slaughtered. Do you 
kill all these antagonists with one-half of 
my energy and prowess. 


The celestials said :— 

O Maheshwara, we are not capable 
of bearing half of your energy. Do you 
slaughter the antagonists with one-half of 
the entire strength, possessed by all of us. 


The auspicious god said :— 

1r. If you have not really got the power 
of bearing my whole force, then I, endued 
with only one half of your united energy, 
slay them all. 


Duryodhana said: 

12. Thereupon, O foremost. of monarchs, 
the chief of the celestials was thus ad- 
dressed by, the gods, saying—so be tt; and 
he in this way became superior to all, after 
having added to his own one-half of the 
entire energy possessed by them (the celes- 
tials) all. 

13. That god had really 
more powerful than all others in strength. 
‘Thereupon Shankara came to be celebrated 
under the title of Mahadeva from that 
time forward. 

14. At this M 
with the bow and arrow, 
words; ‘O celestials, moun 
car, I shall slaughter those enemies 
in the field of battle.’ 

15. Do you all now behold my car, the 
bow and arrow, as also how l cast down 
to-day these antagonists upon the surface 
of the earth. 


The celestials said :— 


16, O Lord of the celestials, having 


10. 


become much 


ahadeva, who was armed 
uttered these 
ted upon the 
of yours 
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taken ùp all forms of the three worlds, we 
will construct a car for you, that will be 
endued with immense energy. 


| 
_ 17. Thereupon the foremost of the celes« 
tials began to construct that car, which 
was conceived to be avefy gigantic cue 
and also that was, with great intelligence 
| designed by Vishwakarman himself (the 
| celestial artificer). ` 
| 


18. Then they prepared arrows for him, 
that were identical with Vishnu, Shoma 
and Hutasha, Agni became the staff of 
his arrow; and Shama became its head. 
And, O ruler of earth, then again Vishnu 
constituted the point of that best of arrows. 


19. Then they made his car to be the 
same as the goddess earth, that is adorned 
with garlands of magnificent towns and 
cities, and that is furnished with the moun- 
tains, forests and islands, and that contain - 
ed creatures, and also that is ornamented 
with innumerable ups and downs. 


20. The Mandara mountain was made 
the axle of that car; and the great river 
(the Ganges) constituted its Jangha; and 
the different directions and the subsidiary 
points constituded its several ornaments. 


21. The constellations constituted its 
shafts; and the Krita yuga constituted its 
yoke; and Vasuki, (the foremost of all 
snakes, constituted the Kuvara of that car. 


22. Then the best of the celestials made 
the Apaskora and Adhistana of that car’ 
to be the same as the Himavat and the 
Vindhya mountains; and also made the 
Udaya and Asta mountains to be the 
wheels of that car. 

23. The ocean, that was excellent abode 
of the Danavas, was made to be the other 
axle of the car; as also the body of the 
seven Rishis became the protectors of the 
wheels of that car. 


24. The 
the Sindhu, 


Ganga, the Saraswati, and 
as well as the firmanent cons- 
tituted the Dhara of that car; and the 
water (on the surface of ihe earth), as also 
all the other rivers became the Uparkaga 
of the car (the chains binding its several 


limbs). 


25. The whole day and night, and: 
several other divisions of time, namely the 
Kalas and Kushtas, as also the different 
seasons of the year constituted the Anakar- 
sha of that car; and, again the most res- 
lendent planets: and stars constituted its 
Varatha (the wooden fences). : 


26. Virtue, profit, and desire, united 
together constituted its Trivena. And 
innumerable 


there the herbs, containing 
flowers aud fruits; formed its rows of bells, 
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The Sun and the | a 
/ nstituted to be the 
n made equal, were co 
be other SeN of that foremost ane most 
xcellent car. The day and the night wel e 
ENIE to be the two auspicious wings on the 
2 H s 
rigbt and left in that car. 


28. 
ed by one, 


27. 


The ten princes of elephants, head- 
named Dhritarashtra, that 
were all very powerful, constituted’ the 
shafts of that car. The sky was mide to 
be its yoke; and the clouds, kaw yt ie 
names of Somvartakas and Valuhakas, 
were made its leathern strings. And, 


again, the twilight hours, the Dhriti the | 


Medha, the Sthiti, and the Shannati, 


29. And the firmament, coverd over 
with the planets, constellations and stars, 


Were made its varicgated leathern covers. | 


And the Lords of the worlds, that is, the 
lords of the celestials, the waters, the dead, 
and the riches, formed its horses. 


go. Then also Kuluprisnta, Nahusha, 
Tarkatuka and Dhananjaya, as also severa! 
other snakes became the chords for bind- 
ing the manes of those horses. 


gt. The cardinal points and the suhsi- 
diary directions constitirted the reins of 
those horses yoked to that car. The 


Vasatkara (the chief Vedic sound) formed : 


the goad; and Gayatri formed the chord 
attacked to the goad. 


32. The traces of the horses yoked to 
the car were made with the four auspicious 
days, namely the days of the full moon and 
new moon with portion of the previous days 


of the full moon and new moon by them- i 
made the į 


selves. And the Pitris 


were 
hooks and pins. 


33. Uhe chords of that car were censtitu- 
ted by Action, Truth, Devotion and Proft. 
The mind was the situation upon which the 
car rested ; and speech formed its tracks. 


34. The beautiful flags of diverse coiors 
undulated in the air ; and both the lig uten- 
ing and the Indra's tow (the Rainbow) en- 
lightened that resplendent car. 


35- ‘That entire year, which was former- 
ly fixed in the sacrifice ot that high-minded 


Ishana, now constituted the bow of the car 5 
whereas Shay 


bow-string. 


36. A celestial coat of mail was cons- 
tructed, that was adorned with the most 
gems, and that was impenetrable, 

and that was most resplendent, and also 


valuable 


that had arisen from the wheel of time. 


37: That handsome mo 
called the Meru, formed the 
the chords, that were orna 


Vightning, ecaine the banners of that car. 


Moon, having | 


itri formed the high sounding | 


untain of gold, 
flay staff; and 
mented with the 
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38. That car, being thus furnished with 
| all its equipments, looked most resplendent 
| like the blazing fire in the midst of the 
priests attending a sacrifice. The celestials 
i also, after having looked at that excellently 
epuipt car, became greatly astonished, 


O Sire, the celestials, after having 
seen that the energies of the entire universe 
were united together in one place, informed 
| that high-souled one (Brahman) that the 
| car was ready. 

40. O great monarch, O foremost of 
| persons, when that best of cars was thus 

prepared by ail the celestials with a view to 
crush down their antagonists (the Danavas). 


41. Shankara then placed his cclestiat 
weapons upon the car; and, also having 
made the entire farmament to be his flag- 
i staff, he placed his bull (the symbol of the 

Deity) upon it. 

42. Then the rod of Brahman, the rod 
of Death, and the rod of Rudra, as also. 
Fever formed the guards onthe sides of 


that car, that were pointed towards all 
directions of the horizon. 


43. The protectors of the car-wheels of 
| that high-souled personage were the Athur- - 
van and Angiras; and Rigveda, Shama- 


veda, and Purana stood at the front of 
that car. 





44. All histories and the Yajurveda be~ 
came the guards of the back of the car; 
and all divine speeches and the different 


branches of knowledge placed themselves 
| on all sides of the car. 


45. O king, the hymns and others, as 
| also the principal Vedic sounds, namely, 
| Vashatkara, stood round the car. And O 
monarch, the syallable Om, having placed 


at the front of it, became greatly hand- 
some. 





46. Then having made the year, look- 
ing exceedingly beautiful with the six 
Seasons, to Le his bow, he Prepared the 


string with his own shadow, that was in- 
destructible in the field of battle. 


| 


47. Indeed, that illustrious Rudra is the 
, same as Death himself. ‘he year was his. 
| bow; and accordingly the death-night, 
which was but the shade of Rudra himself, 
was constituted to be the indestructible 
string at that bow, 

48. Vishnu, 
Shoma formed 
entire universe 


Agni (the god of fire), and 
the shaft of that bow. ‘The 
Is nothing but Agni and 


Shoma. The universe is also said to con- 
sist of Vishnu. 
49. 


The soul of that illustrious and 
energetic Vava is identical with 
They (the Asuras), therefore, could 


| highly 
i Vishnu. 
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not bear the touch o the bow-string of 


Hara (Vava). 


50. Then the fiercely wrathful Lord: cast 
his fire of anger upon that arrow, which 
anger was most irresistible, and also which 
had sprung from the very wrath of both 
Vrigu and Angiras, and which, again, was 
mort intolerable 


51. That dreadful God, dressed in skins, 
who was blue, red, and of smoke color, and 
who also resembled ten thousand suns in 
splendour, and who again was shrouded 
over with the flames of energy, and blazed 
forth most brightly. 


52. Then that subduer of those, who 
can with difficulty be subdued, that victor 
that slayer of the antagonists of Brahman, 
that universal protector, that slayer of 
persons, with whom rest both righteousness, 
and unrighteousness that One named Hara, 


53. Then having been surrounded by 
innumerable beings, who were all very 
powerful to crush the enemies, and who 
were possessed of fierce prowess and dread- 
ful appearances, and who, again, were 
fleet as the mind, and who, at last, were 
endued with the different (fourteen) physical 
faculties, illustrious Sthanu blazed forth 
with great splendour. 


- 54. Then having taken refuge under the 
different phases -of h's body, this entire 
universe, both mobile and immobile, stand- 
ing beside him, blazed forth and pre- 
sented a very extraordinary appearance, O 
monarch, 


55. Seeing that car furnished with all 
its equipments, he, coated himself with the 


armour, and armed with the bow, took up } 


that celestial arrow sprung from the deities, 
Shoma, Vishnu, and Agni. 


56. Thereupon, O monarch, O king, all 
the celestials ordered Wind, that foremost 
of the gods, to carry to that highly power- 
ful Deity his purs and fragrant breeze. 


57. Then having taken hold of the car, 
Mahadeva mounted upon it, thus trrilying 
even the very celestials ; and therefrom ne 
caused the whole earth to tremble with 
dread. 


58. The great Rishis, the Gandharvas, 
the whole body of the celestials, as well as 
the different tribes of the Apsaras praised 
that Lord of the gods, when he was desir- 
ous to ascend the car. 


59. Then the Lord was highly praised 
by the Brahmanical sages; and he was 
worshiped by the'eulogists; as also he was 
pleased with the dance of numercus 
Apsaras, who were all very well-acquainted 
with the art of dancing. 
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autiful boan.yiver, 
d with the sword 


ek Vhereunan that be 
Who was excellently arme 
arrow and bow, smilin 


gly addressed the 


celestials sapino “Ww 4 
. oS S) oot ho wi à 
charioteer”? >” ll become my 
61. 


The celestials i i ing- 
sttals replied him, say 

a x pee ee 

O Lord of the gods, he will be your Bea: 

teer, whomever you will be pleased to ap- 

point. There is no doubt about it.” 


62. Then the God, agin, replied them 
(the celestials), saying, “Having meditated 
upon the matter yQurselves without the 
least hesitation, do you appoint him as my 


charioteer, who will j i 
3 prove himself superi 
to inyself.” NEE 


_ 63- Therenpon the celestials, after having 
listened to these speeches uttered by that 
high-souled God, and also having repaired 
to the Grandsire, propitiated hin and said 
to him these words. 


64. O “God, what instruction, imparted 
by you as regards the destruction of the 
antagonists of the celestials, was thoroughly 
acted up to by all of us. ‘Phat Deity 
having the bovine bull for his symbol, was 
gratified with us. 

65. Also a car had been constructed by 
us, that was furnishea with the most beau- 
tiful and diverse kinds of weapons. But 
we da not know who will make the best 
charioteer in this foremost of cars. 


66. In consequence thereof, do vou ap- 
point some such best of tie celestials as the 
chartoteer. O illustrious one, it is neces- 
sary lor you to make guod of that word said 
to us. 


67. O illustrious one, you have said ta 
us before to this effect that you would do us 
some good. Now it is necessary for you to 
fulfl that promise. 


6S. That most invincible and foremost 
of cars was constructed by us with the best 
parts of all the celestials in such a way that 
it was capable of routing our enemies; and 
that Deity, having Pinaka in his hand, was 
made the warrior to figh: ipen it. This 
One, having terrified the Danavas, is now 
ready for battle. 





69. So also, the four Vedas have become 
the iour horses, the best of their species, of 
that high-souled Deity; and the Earth, 
along with the numerous mountains, has be- 
come his car. The equipments of that car 
were the constellations. The warrior 
(who will fight from that car) is Hara. 
But who will be the charioteer, is still 
unfound. 


go. For that car a charioteer is to be 
sought, who wiil prove himself a specialist 
amongst all these (celestials). O Lore, 
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structed to such an mpor- 


Hara is the warrior who will 
© Grandsire, armours, along 
have already 


this car is con: 
onee as also 

ht from it. 
LA weapons and: the bow, 
been obtained. 

71. Save yourself, there exists no other 
charioteer, whom we can find out, O illus- 
trious one, you are, indeed, attended with 
all accomplishments ; and you are superior 
to all the celestials. 

72. Having immediately mounted upon 
that car, do you guide the horses of the 
best species with the object of bringing 
about the victory of the celestials, and the 
destruction of their antagonists.” 

73. It has been heard by us that after 
bowing down with their heads to the Grand 
Sire, who is the lord of the three worlds, all 
the celestials began to appease him in order 
to appoint him as the charioteer_(of that 


car). 
The grand sire said :— 


74. O dwellers of heaven, there is no- 
thing like untruth in this speech uttered by 
you. While, indeed, Kapardin will engage 
in battle, I wili surely hvid the reins of his 
horses. 


75- Thereupon that illustrious person- 
age, that God, that creator of all creatures, 
the Grandsire was appvinted to the cha- 
rioteership of high-souled Ishana by the 
celestials. 


76. Thus while he was immediately as- 
cending that car, which was revered by all 


persons, those horses, that were as fleet as 
the wind, bowed down upon the ground with 


their heads. 


77. Having mounted upon that car, the 
illustrious Grandsire, that God who blazed 
forth with the splendour of his own, then 
indeed took up the reins of the horses, as 


well as the gcal. 


78. Thereupon that 


“Do you ascend.” 


79- 


mies to tremble, mounted upon that car. 


80, Whe great Rishis, the Gandharvas,, 
the whole of the celestials, as also large’ 
“numbers of the Apsaras, uttered prayers to 
that Lord of the gods, who had already 


mounted upon that car. 
Sr. 


ae a 












illustrious God, 
after having liited those horses, that resem- 
bled the wind in swiftness, they addressed 
the foremost of the celestials Sthanu saying 


After this, Sthanu,after having taken 
aS shaft, which was born of Vishnu, 
Shoma and Agni, and then also having 
caused by his bow the numerous ene- 


: That handsome personage, th 
Biver of boons, that holder of the seeds 
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arrow and bow, rested upon that car, and 
looked most resplendent with his own 
energy, sheding lustre upon the three 
worlds. n 

82. Thereupon the God once more ad- 
dressed all the celestials, headed by Indra 
himself, saying—" Grief should never be felt 
by you considering that I shall not slaughter 
the Asuras, 


83. Now do you understand that the 
Asuras have already been slaughtered by 
this arrow.” Thereupon those gods consi- 
dered it to be true; and uttered those words 
«That they (Asuras) have been all slaught- 
ered.” 3 


84. Then, indeed, those celestials, consi- 
dering that the speech what the illustrious 
Lord had yitered could not be untrue, at- 
tained to thg highest gratification. 


85. Thereupon, O monarch, that lord of 
the celestialg, riding upon that mighty car, 
which had no equal, proceeded on, having 
been encompassed by the whole lot of, the 
celestials. 


86. Then that highly famous God was 
worshipped by all his companions, as well 
as by others, who were dancing in his front, 
and who lived on meat, and who were 
invincible in battle and who also were 
running on all sides of that God, and 
who again shouted with jey at one ano- 
ther. 


87. Thus the great Rishis, who were 
higbly fortunate, and who were endued 
with ascetic merit and best qualities, as 
well as all the celestials, blessed in every 
way Mahadeva with success. 


88. O foremost of persons, when that 
boon-giving Lord, who destroys the terrors 
of all creatures of the entire universe, was 
thus proceeding onwards; the whole uni- 
verse, as also all the celestials became high- 
ly satisfied. 


89. There the great Rishis began to 
praise that Lord of the celestials with numer- 
ous kinds of hymns; as also they were re- 
peatedly increasing His energy and stood up 
there, O monarch. 


gt. While the Lord was proceeding ; 
millions and millions of the Gandharvas 


began to play innumerable kinds of musical 
instruments. 


91. Thereupon when the boon-giving 
Lord, after mounting upon the car, was ad- 
vancing towards the Asuras, the Lord of the 
universe smilingly addressed him saying— 
“Most excellent! Most excellent! ! 


92. O Lord, do you advance to the spot 
where the Daityas are waiting. Being 
highly enlivened, do you urge the heroes. 
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Do you observe the strength of my arms to- 


day, white I will slaughter the antagonist 
in the field of battle.” ee 


93. Thereupon, O monarch, the Lord 
urged those horses, that were possessed of 
the fleetness of wind or mind, towards that 
triple city, which was excellently protected 
by both the Daityas and the Danavas. 


94. Accompanied by those horses, 
that were highly revered by all the 
three worlds, and also that seemed to 
drink the skies by their speed. the Lord, 
eadued with great lustre, started imme- 
diately with a view to secure victory for the 
denizens of heaven. 


95. When Bhava, riding upon that car, 
proceeded towards that triple city, his bull 
(symbol of Bhaya) uttered a very excellent 


and loud roar, filling thereby the different | 


directions with the noise. 


96. Having heard that dreadful and 
loud roar of his (Lord's) bull, there the 
descendants of Taraka, who were all the 
enemies of the celestials, attained to their 
destruction (died). 


97. Then others also took their stations 
there in his front with the object of battle. 
Upon this Sthanu, O mighty monarch, that 
wielder of the trident, became senseless 
with rage. 3 

98. All the creatures were filled with 
terror; and the three worlds began to 
tremble. And while he was aiming that 
shaft, numerous dreadful omens appeared 
there. 


99. On account of the pressure of Shoma 
Agni, and Vishnu in that shaft and that 
caused by both Brahman and Rudra, as 
also of the great weight of that formidable 


bow, that car began to sink. 


too. Thereupon Narayana came out of 
the pointed head of that arrow ; and then 


having taken up the form of a bull, lifted ; 


up that huge car. 


tor. While, indeed, that car was going 
down, and the enemies were uttering loud 
roars, then the illustrious lord, who was 
possessed of immense prowess, made a 
very tremendous roar out of rage. 


to2. O giver of honors, while that illus- 
trious lord Rudra was thus standing at the 
head of his buil, and on the back of his 
horses, then be beheld the city belonging 
to the Danavas. 
t of men, while Rudra 
was thus standing upon his bull and horses, 
then he severed the tents of his horses, 
and separated into two parts the hoofs of lis 
buil, 


103. O foremos 
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104. May you be blessed; From that 
tae forward the hoofs of all animals 
belonging to the bevine species came to be 
cloven (into two parts). O monarch, from 
that time also the teats of horses, that wae 
highly „oppressed by that most powertut 
Rudra, perfor ming miraculous deeds, ceased 
to appear. 


105. Then having filled his bow with tne 
string, and also having aimed that arruw, 
and again having uuited his Pashupata 
weapon with that shaft, Hara re“ected for 
a while that triple city. 


106. O most powerful monarch, while 
Rudra was thus standing, grasping his bow. 
then by that time, those three cities becaine 
united together, 


107. Thus when the three cities had 
come to be of similar character after 
having lost their individual features, there 
had taken place loud shouts of joy amongst 
the high-souled celestials. 


108. Thereupon all the celestials, the 
Siddhas, and the high-class Rishis uttered 
the word, success, whilst thus praying 
Maheshwara. 


109. Thereafter that triple city appear- 
ed just at the front of that slayer of the 
Asuras, that diety of dreadful and indes- 
cribable form,- that god who was endued 
with energy that he bore with great 
difficulty. 


110. Then that illustrious lord of the 
three worlds, after having stretched that 
celestial bow, shot that arrow, which was 
made of the essence of the three worlds, 
at that triple city. 


111. O highly fortunate one, when that 
best of arrows was shot at the triple city, 
there had arisen loud wails of griefs.as those 
three cities were trembling down upon the 
earth. Then having barnt those Assuras, 
he cast them down in the western ocean. 


112. Thus three cities were burnt, and 
the Danavas were all destroyed by wrathful 
Maheshwara, who had wrought it having 
the desire for benefitting the three worlds. 


113. That fire, springing fram lis own 
wrath, was soon querched hy the god, 
saying stop, stop. hen three-eyed deity 
addressed the fire, saying—U, do you 
reduce to ashes three worlds :— 

114. Thereupon all the celestials, the 
entire universe, and the great Rishis, whe 
had now attained to their natural eonditions, 
began to gratify Sthana, who 1s andu 
with unequalled prowess, with the most ex- 
cellent speeches. 


115. When their desires were all fulfilled 
by such great efforts; all the: eelestials, 
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headed by the createt, having been permit- ° 


ted by that illustrions lord, went to their 
respective abodes, they came from. 

116, Thus the illustrious god, 
treator of the universe, 
of the gods and the Assuras 
achieved goud for all the worlds. 

117. Even as the illustrious Brahman, 
the creator of the universe, the Grindsire, 
that supreme Beiag, that celestial one, ; 
acted as the charioteer of Rudra, 


118. So do you hold immediately the | 
teins of the horses, belonging to that high- 
Souled son of Radifa, like the Grandsire 
holding the reins of horses belonging to 
Rudra. 


{ 
j 
| 
a 
119. Chiefly you are, indeed, superior ; 
to Krishna, and to Karra, as well as to | 
Phalguna. O foremost of monarch, there | 
is no doubt about this. | 
l 


120. In the field of battle, this one does 
really resemble Rudra; 
you resemble Brahman. In consequence . 
of this you two, united together, are ! 
capable o‘ vanguishing our enemies, who are 
like those Assuras. 


121, © Shalya, even this should imme- ' 
diately be periormed, by following which | 
this Karna to-day, having crushed the son j 
of Kunti, who possesses white horses, and | 
has Krishna for his charioteer, should | 

| 
i 


and in policy | 


slaughter him. 


123. The fate of Karna, our kingdom, | 
find we ourselves, as well as our victory in 
the field, rest entirely upon yeu. Do you, 
therefore, hold thereins of the foremost of 
horses belonging to this warrior. 


123. Do you listen to another story, 
whicn I will once more relate to you. ‘This 
(Story) a virtuous regenerate person told 
in the presence of my father. 


124. O Silalya, having listened to that 
beatiful story,which is full of causes and 
consequences of actions, and also having 
settlled all, do this immediately. There 
should be made no doubt about this. 


125. There was one, named Jamadagni, 
born in the race of Vrigu, and pratctising 
severe asceticism. He had a son, cele. 
brated by the name of Rama, and who 


also was endued with energy and excellent 
qualities. 





129. Having practised the most severe 
asceticism, that cheerful souled personage, 
who always observed strict vows, and who 
aiso had his soul under control, began to 
gratify Bhava in order to obtain weapon, 


127. Mahadeva became hi 
with him for his devotional 
and covlness of mind, and Sh 


ighly gratified 
rfolmances 
ankara, be- 


UAHABH se ATA: 


coming conscious of the object in hla miid. 
showed himself to him. 


that | Mahadeva said :— 


thet superior lord ; 
Maheshwara ! 


128. O Rama, are you happy? Iam 
exceedingly sausfied with you; and whet 
you desire is known to me. Do you make 
your soul sanctified. You will obtain all 
your desire. 

129, I will give youall these weapons, 
When you will become pure. For, O son 
ot Vrigu, these weapons burn that person; 
who is incompetent arid incapable, 


139. The son of Jamadagni, having 
be'n thus addressed by the lord of the 
celestials, that wielder of the trident; 


repicd to thar lord, who was endued with 
a lofty soul, after bowing down his head 
to him. 


131. When I worshiped you always, 
then you, the lord of the celestials, know it 
very well that I am competent to wield 
those weapons. So it is necessary for you 
10 give me these weapons. 


_ Dryodhana said :— 


132. Thereupon he, by means of severe 


i penances, by subduing his souls and by the 


observance of vows, as also by means of 
performing worship, offerings and sacrifices, 
followid by the performance of Homa; 
attended with the utterance of the Mantras, 


began to worship Bhava through many 
long years. 

133. Then Mahadeva, who became 
highly gratified with that lofty minded 


descendant of Vrigu’s race, enumerated the 
innumerable virtues of him just in the 
presence of his divine wife. 


134. This Rama is always very devo- 
tional towards me, and is of firm vows. 
The lord, therefore, being thus satisfied 
with him, enumerated his several virtues in 
the presence of all the celestials and the 
Pitris, © slayer of enemics. 


135. During this time, all the Daityas 
had really become very powerful, By them 
who we e darkened with pride and senseless- 
ness, alt the dwellers of heaven were great- 
ly oppressed. 


130. ‘Thereupon all the celestials, having 
united together, were determined upon t? 
slaughter them; and also made attempts t9? 
bring about. the destruction of these anta“ 


fonists. But they, however, were incapable 
of vangnishing them, 


137- Thereupon that ged Shankara, 
after haviug promised all the celestials 
the destruction of their enemies, and also 
having called Rama, that descendent of 


ta oes 


KARNA 


Veieu’s race before him, addressed him in 
the following language, 


Rudra said :— 


138. Ọ descendant of Vrigu race, do 
you slaughter all the antagonists of the 
celestials, who have assembled here, out of 
desire for benefiting all the worlds, as also 
for; the satisfaction of myself. Being thus 
addressed, he (Vargava) replied to that 
boon-giving and three-eyed Lord. 





Rama said :-— 


136. O Lord of the celestials, what might | 
have I got, who am quite unfit for the 
management of all weapons, that { may 
slaughter all the Danavas, who are very 
well-acquainted with the use of weapons, 
as also who are most invincible in the field 
of battle. 


Maheshwara said :— 


140 Being commanded by me, do you 
start at once. You will slaughter these 
enemies. Having thus subdued all these 
enemies, you will surely gain innumerable 
excellent virtues. 


141. Hearing these words, and also ac- 
cepting them in all ways, Rama performed 
all the propitiatory ceremonies; as also he 
advanced against the Danavas. 


142. Then he addressed those enemies 
of the celestials, who were possessed of | 
insensibility, pride and enormous strength, | 
saying—'{most invincible in battle as you 
are, O Daityyas, do you give me battle. 

143. I had been sent by the lord ot the | 
celestials to subdue the mighty Asuras.” 
Having been thus addressed by that des- 
cendent of Vrigu’s race, all the Daityas 
began to fight with him (Vargava). 

144. Then that descendant of ‘Vrigu’s 
race, that delighter of the race of Vrigu, 
after having slaughtered those Daityas 
in the field of battle by means of strokes, | 
that were like the touches of the thunder 
belonging to Indra, 


145. Was greatly wounded inthe body 
by the Danavas. But thereafter that son | 
of Jamadagni, that foremost of regenerate 
persons, being immediately touched by 
Sthanu, became wholly freed from these | 
wounds. 

146. Thereupon the illustrious lord, being ` 
gratified by that deed of his, gave to that 
high-souled descendant of Vrigu’s race, 
various kinds of boons. | 


147. He was then addressed by that | 
lord of the celestials, that wiclder of the 
trident, who became highly gratified with 
hina in the following way. 


10 
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143. The wounds, caused” upon your 
body by the falling of innumerable weapons 
testify to the superhuman act performed 
by you. O; delighter of Vrigu’s race, 
do you, therefore, accept these numerous 
celestial weapons from me, according to 
your desire. 


Duryodhana said :— 3 


149. Thereupon, having obtained “all 
the diverse kinds of weapons and boons 
desired in his heart, Rama performed the 
ceremony of bowing down his head to Shiva. 


150. Thus having recieved the command 
from the lord of the celestials, that great 
devotee went away. ‘his ıs the old story, 
which then ; the Rishi narrated (to my 
father). 


151. O'‘foremost of persons,” the son of 
Vrigu handed over all that knowledge of 
archery to {the high-souled Karna, being 
gratified in his inner heart. 


152. O ruler! of earth, if Karna had the 
slightest fault, in that case the descendant 
of Vrigu’s race would not havelgiven him 
these celestial weapons. 


153- I donot think that Karna was ever 
born in the family of a charioteer. Rather 
I think that he is the son of a god, or he is 
come of the race of the Kshatriyas. 

154. My opinion! is that he was aban- 
doned (in his infancy), lest his racej be 
ascertained. O Shalya, this one, {namely 


| Karna, is, indeed, by no, means born of 
| the family of a charioteer. 


155. This mighty car- warrior resembling 
the very Sun, is furnished with the (natural) 
ear-rings, armour, and long arms; could 
is be possible that the she deer had given 
birth to a tiger ; 


156. Indeed, his two arms are very mas- 
sive; and they are like the trunk of the 
prince of elephants. Do you behold his 
broad chest, which is powerful enough ta 
resist all sorts of enemies. 


157. O monarch, this Karna, the son 

of Vikartana, can never be an ordinary 
individual. O lord of kings, this high- 
souled disciple of Rama is really a very 
powerful warrior. 
6% Thus ends the thirty-fourth chapter, the 
history of destruction of the triple city 
belonging to the Asuras in the Karna 
Parva. 
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CHAP” ER XXXV. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continucd.) 


Duryodhana said :— | 

1. Thus that illustrious god, Brahman, 
that Grandsire of all the worlds, acted as 
the charioteer on that occasion ; while | 
Rudra acted as the car-warrior. 


2. That hero, who is superior to the 
warrior on the car, should be made to zet 
as the charioteer. You do, therefore, hold | 
the reins of the horses in the field of battle, 
O foremost of persons. 


3. Even as, on that occasion, theGrand- 
sire was elected by all the celestials with 
great care, so you, who are superior to 
Karna, are selected with great care by us. 


4. As he (Gradsire), O great monarch, | 
was chosen as one superior to the lord | 
(Shankara) by all the celestials, even so | 
do you immediately restrain the horses | 
of Rudra. | 


2 





Shalya said :— 


5. O best of persons, this celestial and 
most extraordinary history regarding those 
two foremost {of immortals, narrated several 


times, was heard by me also. | 
| 
i 


6. O descendant of the Bharata race, 
I have also heard how the great Grand- | 
sire acted as the charioteer of Bhava, and 
how the Asuras were all slaughtered with 
a single arrow. 


7. All this, namely how the Grandsire, 
that illustrious one, acted as the charioteer 
on that occasion, had fully been known to 
Krishna beforehand. Again, Krishna 
knows very well in all thiir details what 


had already taken place, and what will take 
place hereafter. 


8. Oo descendant of the Bharata race, 
Knowing the import of all this, Krishna 
took up the charioteership of the son of 


Pritha, even as the Self-create One took up } 
the charioteer-ship of Rudra. | 


9. H it be possible that the son of | 
charioteer (Karna) should ever slay the son 
of Kunti, beholding the son of Pritha 
slaughtered, Keshava himself will surely 
engage in battle. And that holder of the 


conch, the discus, and the mace will destroy 
your whole race. 


| 


10. There exists no king in our whole 
army, who will be able to stand in the 
front of that high-souled descendant of 
Vrishni’s race, when he will be filled with 
wrath. 

Sanjaya said :-- 
11. Your son, who was a chastiser of 


IARATA 


enemies, and who was endued with mighty 
arms, and who also had a very checrful 
beart, now replied to the king of the 
Madras, who was speaking in such a tone, 


In the field of battle, O 


12. mighty- 


| armed warrior, you do not under-mine the 
‘ value of Karna, the son of Vikartana, who 


is most supreme of all that are versed in 
the management of arms, and who,.again, 
has crossed the great ocean of all Shastras. 


13. Hearing the most tremendous and 
very high twang of his bow-string and the 
sound of his palms, even the troops of the 
Pandavas run away in different direc- 
lions. 


14. O mighty-armed heroe, you have 
witnessed it with your own eyes, and Ghatot- 
kacha, who dreamed innumerable creams, 
was slain by (Karna) in that night with se-~ 
veral other illusions before him. 


15. Having been encompassed with very 
great terrors during all these days, Vibhatsu 
could never stay in the ranks facing against 
him (Karna). 


16. Then, O monarch, the very power- 


i ful Bhimasena, who was hemmed in on alt 


sides by the horns of the bow (belonging to 
Karna), was addressed in these terms 
namely Fool and Glutton. 


17. So also, O sire, the two war-like sons 
of Madri, having been first vanquished 
by him in that dreadful battle, were not 


slain by him in the feld having some motive 
in view. 


18, By him (Karna) also that most 
heroic warrior of the Vrishni race, that 
chief of the Satwata clan, Satyaki, who was 
a mighty warrior, was vanquished in the 
battle; as also he was deprived of his car. 

19. And several other heroes, namely 
all the Srinjayas, who were headed by 
Dhrishtadyumna, were often and often 
vanquished in the field by him, who telt 
the greatest ease in the battle. 


20. How will it be possible then that the 
Pandavas will defeat that great car-warrioe 


in the field of battle, who, when enraged, 
can slanohter even Purandara, that wielder 
of the thunder bolt, in battle, 


21. o heroic warrior, you are wel 
versed in diverse kinds of weapons, andi 
you have crossed over the ocean of all 
branches of knowledge. And there exists 


none else in this world, who is equal to 
you in the strength of arms. 


22. © monarch, you are made up of 
shafts; and you are invincible in respect to 
your antagonists in prowess. O slayer of 


enemies, you a 7 
(shaft). y re, therefore, called Shalya 
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23. All the warriors of the Shatwata 
race are not able to stand, encountering the 
strength of your arms. O monarch, is the 
highly powerful Krishna superior to you in 
the strength of your arms ? 


24. Even as, indeed, the whole force 
(belonging to the Pandavas) is supported 
by Krishna upon the fall of Phalguna, so 
should this vast army (of the Kurus) be 
supported by you upon the death of Karna. 


r 25. O sire, for what reason should Vasu- 
deva restrain’ your forces in the field of 
battle ; and for what reason also you will 
not slaughter the hostile army. 


26. Now, O sire, for your sake I wish to 
go in the way in this field of battle, that 
had already been trodden by my heroic bro- 
thers (slain), as well as by all the rulers of 
the earth. 


Shalya said ‘— 

27. O son of Gandhari, O bestower of 
honors, when you describe me in the pre- 
sence’:of your troops to be superior to the 


son of Devaki I am highly satisfied with | 
{embraced your son, Duryodhana, that 


you. 


28. O hero, even as you desire, so now 
1 accept the charioteer-ship of that highly 
illustrious son of Radha, while he will en- 
gage in fight with that foremost one of the 
sons of Pandu. 


29. But O warlike one, I must have a 
condition ‘in respect to the son of Vikartana, 
namely that I may be allowed to utter any 
words, I like, in his presence. 


Sanjaya said :— 

30, Then, O monarch, O sire, your son, 
attended by Karna, addressed the king of 
the Madras, in the presence of all the 
Kshatriyas, saying—So be 14. 

gr. Having ‘been thus assured “by 
Shalya’s accepting the office of charioteer~ 
ship (of Karna), Duryodhana, being highly 
gratified, embraced Karna. 

2. Morever your son, being greatly 
praised (by the bands around him), ad- 


dressed Karna, saying—do you slaughter 
all the sons of Fritha in the field of battle, 








even as Mahendra (Indra) siaughtered all } 


the Danavas in the battle of cld. 


iver-ship of his horses 
33. When the driver-ship “lee 
Y ecepted by Shalya, Karna beca 

highly Se and once more addressed 
Duryodhana, saying. 

Indeed, this king of the Mage 

ot say this in a cheerful spirit. 

Merete ò monarch, do you request him 

once mo: 2 ifor the charioteership) in sweet- 


er words. 


34: 


35. Thereupon king Duryodhana, who 
was very learned, and versed in all objects, 
and who also was possessed of great strength, 
once more addressed that ruler of earth, 
Shalya, the chief of the Madras, in a voice 
as deep as the rumbling. of the clouds, 
filling the whole region with the echo of his 
voice. 

36. O Shalya, Karna thinks that he 
should fight with Arjuna to-day. So you, 
O foremost of men, restrain his horses in 
thefield of battle. 


7. Karna is most willing to slaughter 
Phalguna (Arjuna), after shaving slain all 
the other heroes inferior to him. In conse- 
quence of this, O monarch, I repeatedly 
entreat you to hold the reins of his horses. 


38. Even as Krishna, that foremost one 
amogst all the charioteers, is the adviser of 
the son of Pritha, so you would support the 
son of Radha in all ways. 


Sanjaya said :— 
39. Thereupon shalya, that king of the 
Madras, being highly gratified, after having 


slayer of enemies, addressed him, saying. 


Shalya said :— 


40. O monarch, O son of Gandhari, O 
handsome-looking one, if you so desire, I 


| will perform all that you consider to be 


dear to you. 


41. O foremost of the Bharata race, for 
whatever acts I am competent, there I 
will engage myself with the whole of my 
heart; and I will bear the burden of all 
your acts. 


42. Whatever, either agreeable or dis- 
agreeable, I will order to Karna, who are 
willing to do you good, for all that you, as 
well as Karna, should excuse me in every 


| way. 


Karna said :— 


43. Even as Brahma is to [shana, or 
as Keshava is to the son of Pritha, so you, 
O king of the Madras. should ever be en- 
gaged in rendering us good. 


Shalya said :— 


44. The most respectable personages 


| believe in these four different ways, which 
ys) 


are enumerated thus: self-blame, or self- 
praise, and speaking ill or well of others. 

45. O wise one, whatever I will speak 
with a view to draw out your confidence, all 
that is full of self-praise. Be what it may, 
do you listen to it properly. 

46. O illustrious one, I am, like Matali, 


| competent to act as the charicteer of Indra, 
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And careful as I am, I am also versed n 
the management of horses, as, Beau om 
acquainted with all sorts of krowie peaga 
Jearning, conscious of the means ot av 
ing all future dangers. 

47. Then, O sinless one, I will anve 
your horses, whilst you will be engaged in 
battle with the son of Pritha in the field. 
O son of acharioteer, be you free from all 
anxieties and troubles. 

Thus ends the  thirty-fifth chapter, 
Shalya’s accepting the charioteership of 
Karna, in the Karna Parva. 


a 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Duryodhana said :— 





1. O Karna, this king of Madra, supe- 
rior even to Krishna, will act as your 
driver, like Matali, the driver of the king of 
gods. 


2. As Matali manages his car drawn by 
the horse of Hari so will Salya manage 
today your car and horses. 


3- With you as the warrior on that car 
and the king of Madra as the charioteer | 
it will,) forsooth, defeat the Parthas in | 
battle. 


anjaya said :— 

4. Thereupon again in the morning 
Duryodhana addressed the active king of 
Madra in the battle field saying :— 


5. O king of Madra, manage in battle 
the excellent horses of Karna. Protected by 
you Karna will defeat Arjuna. Thus ad- 
bressed he expressed his consent and got 
upon the chariot, O Bharata. 


6. When Salya went there, Karna, in 
good spirits, addressed his driver saying, 
O charioteer, quickiy equip’ this car for 
me. 





7- Waving duly equipped that victorious 
car the best of its kind, which resémbled the 
city of Gandarvas Salya presented it to 
Karna, saying “May good betide you and 
may you come off victorious !”” 


8—9. Duly worshipping that car which 
had formerly been sancufied by a priest 
conversant with Brahma,going round it and 
worshipping the sun, Karna, the foremost of 
car-warriors, addressed the king of Madra, 
standing near him, saying "get upon the 
chariot.” 

to. Then lke alion a 
highly energetic Sal 
built car of Karna, 


scending a hill the 
Ya got upon the strong 
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11. Beholding Salya stationed there 
Karna got upon his most excellent car like 
the sun riding on a mass of clouds charged 
with lightning. 


12, Seated on the same car those two 
horses, effulgent like the sun and fire, shone 
there like the sun and fire sitting together 
on a cloud in the sky. 


13. Eulogised those two highly effulgent 
heroes shone like Indra and Agni (fire- god) 
adored with hymns in a sacrifice by Ritwi- 
kás and Sadasyas. 


14. Salya holding the reins of the horses 
Karna stood on that car stretching his 
dreadful bow like the sun enveloped with a 
circular light. 


15. Stationed on that best of cars Karna, 
the foremost of men, with the rays of his 
shafts, looked like the sun on the mount 
Mandara. 


16. Duryodhana invited to battle that 
mighty armed son of Radha of incomparable 
energy stationed on the car sying, i 


17. O- hero, O car-warrior, do you 
perform fin the presence of all bond men an 
action, hard of accomplishment which had 


not been performed even by Bhishma and. 
Drona, 


18. I had always thought that those two 
mighty car-warriors Bhishma and Drona 
would kill, without any doubt, Bhima and 
Arjuna. 


19. Like`the second wielder of thunder- 
bolt do you’ accomplish that heroic feat in 
the great battle which had not been per- 
formed by them. 


20. Ei 
or kill Ar 
and the t 


ther attack the pious Yudhisthira 
juna and Bhima, O son of Radha, 
win sons of Madri. 


21. Many blessings and victory attend 
you. Start for battle, O foremost of men, 
consume the army of the Pandavas. 


22. Ten thousands of trumpets and ten 
thousand drums were simultaneously struck 
and produced a sound resembling the 


muttering of clouds in the sky. 


23. Accepting his words that foremost 
of car-warriois, the son of Radha stationed 


on the car, said to Salya, an expert in 
fighting, 


24. Drive the} 
so that I may 
twins and Yudhisht' 


horses on, O great heroe 
kill Arjuna, Bhima, the 
hira. 


25: © Salya, Arjuna will witness to day 
the strength of my arms when I will dis- 


charge hundreds and thousands of Kanka 
feathere arrows, 


KARNA 


26. I will shoot to-day, O Salya, power- 
ful arrows for destroying the Pandavas and 
securing victory for Duryodhana. 


Salya said :— 


_ 27. O son of a charioteer, why do you 
make light of the sons of Pandu who are 
all very powerful, great bow men and ex- 
perts in the use of other weapons. 


28. They never retreat from battle, 
fortunate, unconquerable and are of great 
prowess. They are 
fear even into the heart of Indra himself. 


29. O son of Radha, when you will hear 
the twang of his Gandiva bow in battle like 
the peal of the thunder itself you will not 
give vent to such words. 


30—31. When you will see Yudhishthira 
and the twins making a canopy with their 
sharpened shafts like that of clouds in the 
sky and other irrepresible kings all light- 


handed, shooting arrows reducing the num-~ 


ber of their enemies you will not speak such 
words. 

32. Disregarding the words spoken by 
the king of Madra Karna said to him who 
was greatly active ‘‘go on” 


Thus ends the thirty-sixth chapter, the 


conversation between Karna and Salya in 


tha Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Beholding the great bowmen Karna 


stationed for battle all the Kurus began to 
utter loud cries of joy from all sides. 


2. Thereupon with the beatings of cym- 
bals and drums, the sound of all sorts of 
weapons and the war-cries of the greatly 
active heroes all your soldiers proceeded to 
the battle-field, making death the final point 
of stoppage. : 

3. When Karna went all the soldiers, 
were filled with joy. The earth, O king, 
trembled and created a loud noise- 

4. All the great planets including the sun 
seemed moving about. And the meteors 
were seen blazing up all the quarters. 

5. Cloudless thunders fell and fierce 
winds blew. 

6. A large number of animals and birds 
kept to the right of your army and emitted 
noise foreboding a dreadful calamity. 


7. After the departure of Karna his horses 


capable of striking | 
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trembled down on earth. And a dreadful 
shower of bones fell from the sky. 


_ 8. O king, their weapons were as if burn- 
ing and the flags were trembling. And the 
horses shed tears. 


9. Those and other dreadful portends 
appeared there presaging the destruction of 
the Kauravas. Stupified by Destiny they 
paid no attention to them. 


Io. Seeing the departure of the chariot 
teer’s son all the kings cried out victory. 
The Kouravas then thought that the Pan- 
davas had been defeated. 


11. The king Vikartana, the subduer of 
hostile heroes and the foremost of car-war- 
riors, stood on the car, thinking of the death 
of Bhishma and Drona. He shone there 
like the sun or fire. 


12. Thinking of the powerful feats of 
Arjuna, elated with self conceit and pride, 


- worked up with anger and breathing hot 


and hard, said to Salya. 


13. When Lam with my bow I do not fear 
even the angry Mahendra with thunderbolt 
in his hand. Beholding Bhishma and other 
leading heroes lying on the battle field I do 
not feel the least anxiety. 


14. Seeing the immaculate Bhishma and 
Drona equal to Indra and Vishnu, the 
grinders of the best of cars, elephants and 
horses and who are not to be killed by any, 
slain by the enemy I do not feel any fear 
in battle today. 


15. Well-versed in the use of powerful 
weapons and himself the foremost of Brah- 
manas why did not the preceptor kill in 
battle all the enemies who killed the most 
powerful of our heroe with their drivers, 
elephants and chariots.? 


16. Listen tome, O Karna, I tell you the 
truth, thinking of this Drona in battle that 
there is none amongst you excepting myself 
who can withstand the advancing Arjuna 
the heroes who.resembled the most dreadful 
Regent of Death. 

17. In Drona were skill, practice, 
strength, patience, the greatest of weapons 
and policy. While that high-souled one has 
come by death I think all others, shorn of 
strength, on the point of death. 


18. Even on reflection I do not find any 
thing permanent in this world on account 
of the eternal connection of acts. When 
the preceptor himself is no more who can 
expect that he will surely live till even tu- 
day’s sun-rise. 

19. While preceptor has been slain in 
battle by the enemies, weapons, strength, 

rowess, actions and wise Policy cannot 
forsooth conduce to the happiness of a man, 
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In energy Drona equalled the sun | (hem all, What is the use of speaking . 
tes in prowess he was like Vishnu or | more ? 
Tdi in policy he was like Vrihashpati 
CoN} 


or Ushanas; invincible though he was even Sanjaya said :— 


weapons could not protect him. 32. Hearing those words of Karna who 
21. Our women and children are weeping | was delighted at the prospect of the battle, 
and bewailing, the manliness of the sons the powerful king of Madras laughed at 
of Dretarashtra has been defeated. I know | him and said the following to check him. 
therefore, O Salya, that it is I who am to 33. Do not brag thus, do not brag thus, 
fight; proceed therefore against the array O` Karna; you are so much transported 
of our enemies. with joy that you are speaking what you 
22, Save me who can withstand the | should not do. Who is that Dhananjaya, 
army in the midst of which is the truthful | the best of men, and who again are you 
Pandava king Bhimasena, Arjuna, Vasu- | the vilest of men ? 


deva, Satyaki, Srinjaya and the twins, 34. Who else save him the foremost of 


23. Therefore, O king of Madra, move | men (Arjuna) could carry away by force 
on quickly in this battle, towards the Pan- | the younger sister of Keshava, having 
chalas, Pandavas and Srinjayas. Encount- | made a confusion in the capital of Yadus 
ering them either I will kill them or will | that was protected by the younger brother 
myself go to the abode of death by the road | of Indra and that resembled the celestial 
followed by Drona. region protected by the king of gods. 

24. Do not think, O Salya, that I will 35. Who else save, Arjuna, powerful 
not enter into the heart of their army. I | like the king of gods, could on the occasion 


cannot tolerate such dissensions amongst | of a quarrel brought about by the slaughter 
the kith and kin. I will even follow Drona, | of an animal, summon Bhaba, the lord of 


renouncing my life. lords, the creator of the worlds, to battle ? 


25. A wise man or an ignorant person, 26. To honor the god of fire Jaya, 
none can escape death, when the lease of | (Arjuna) vanquished the Asuras, gods, great 
his life expires. Therefore, O learned one. | snakes, men, birds, Pishacas, Yakshas and 
I shall proceed against Partha. I cannot | Rakshasas with his arrow and gave him 
transgress my destiny. the food he wanted. 


26. O king, the son of Chitravirya’s son 37- Do you remember, O Karna, the 
always does me good. For the accomplish- 


€ occasion when killing the large unmber of 
ment of his object I will give up this dear | enemies with this arrows effulgent like the 
life which it is so very difficult to renounce. | sun Arjuna liberated the son of Dhrita- 
27. Rama coi ferred upon me this best rashtra himself among the Kurus ? 
of cars covered with tiger-skins, with axle 38. Do you remember the occasion when 
producing no sound, equipped with a golden | you yourself were the first to take to your 
seat, having a érivenu made of silver and | heels and thc Pandavas, having defeated 
drawn by best of horses. the Gandharvas headed by Chitiaratha, 
RBN O Salya, these! beautiful opta the quarrelsome sons of Dhrita- 
bows, these flags, these maces, these dread- 


ful arrows, this shining sword, this power- 39: When Virata’s kine were siezed by 
ful weapon, this white conch of dreadful | them, the Kauravas, overwhelming in num- 
and loud blare. b 


per š voi as regards men and animals and 
: > aving the preceptor, the preceptor’s son 
29. Mounted upon this chariot with | and Bhishma aaa EA defeated 
banners, its wheels producing a sound like | by that foremost of men. Why did you 
that of a thunderbolt drawn by white horses | not defeat Arjuna then ? 

and adorned with beautiful quivers I shall, 


with all my might, destroy that best of 40. Another battle has ptesented itself 
car-Warriors, Arjuna. 7 3 to-day for your destruction. If you do 


; not fly from the battle in fear of yout 
30, Even if death himself, the destroyer | NEmies you will be killed, O charioteer’s 
of all, protects vigilantly the son of Pandu, | 50, as soon as you will go to the battle. 
in battle I will either kill him or go myself 


to the abode of death following Bhishnia, | Sanjaya said :— 


1. If Yama, V . 41. When the king of Madra was thus 
oa Eat SU Se i eae apd eis Ae ae aee harsh 
and unitedly protect the son of © Sal cs to him and singing the glories of his 
battle, I will even then defeat Neuen | Gein pee omane 


: MY, excited with anger, said 
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Karna said :— 

42. Let it be so. Why do you praise 
Arjuna so much. A battle will soon take 
place between him and me. If he defeats 
me in battle then thine praises will be 
considered as well said. 


Sanjaya said :— 

43—44. The king of Madra said ‘let 
it be so,’ and gave no reply, when Karna 
desirous of fighting, said to Salya ‘go’. 
‘Then that car-warrior, having white horses 
and Salya as his driver, dashed against 
his enemics killing a number of enemies in 
battle like the sun destroying darkness. 

45. Then in that car covered with tiger- 
skins and white horses yoked to it, Karna 
went on cheerfully. And seeing the armies 
of the Pandavas he immediately enquired 
after Arjuna. 

Thus ends the thirty-seventh chapter, 
the conversation between Karna and Salya 
on the eve of the battle in Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)— Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. After Karna, gladdening your army, 
had started for battle he addressed to every 
Pandava soldier he met with these harsh 
words. 

2. I shall give him whatever riches he 
will want who will point out to me to-day 
the high-souled (Arjuna) of white horses. 


3. I shall further more confer upon him, 
if he is not satisfied, a cart-load of jewels 
who will tell me where Dhananjaya is. 

4. If the person who will point out 
Arjuna be not contented with it, I shall 
give him a hundred kine with an equal 
number of brass vessels for milching them. 

Bp I will confer one hundred prosperous 
villages upon the man who will find out 
Arjuna for me. Í will also give him who 
will point out Arjuna a number of damsels 
having long tresses: and black eyes anda 
car drawn by white mules. 

6. If the person, who will point out 
Arjuna, be not contented with it I shall give 
him another best of cars made of gold and 
drawn by six bulls as large as elephants. 

I shall furthermore confer upon him 
one hundred well-adorned females wearing 
golden necklaces, fair and accomplished in 
singing and dancing. 
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8—9. If the person, who will point out 
Arjuna, be not contented with it I shall 
give hima hundred elephants, a hundred - 
villages, a hundred cars, ten thousand 
horses of most superior breed, fat, docile, 
gifted with other qualities, capable of drag- 
ging cars and well-trained. 


to. (shall also give the person who will 
pout out Arjuna four hundred kine, each 
with golden horns and her calf. 


11—12, If the person, who will find out 
Arjuna for me, be not satisfied with it I 
| shall give him a more valuable present, 
namely five hundred horses—with gold- 
trappings and jewelled ornaments. I shall 
also give him eighteen other tame horses. 


13. I shall give him, who will point out 
Arjuna to me, a golden car adorned with 
Various ornaments and drawn by best 
Kamvoja horses. . 

14. I shall give him who will find out 
Keshava and Arjuna all the riches that 
will be left by them after slaying these two. 

15. Having expressed himself thus in 
the battle Karna blew his excellent conch 
sea-born and making sweet blare. 


16. Hearing the words of the charioteer’s 
son, which Seemed proper to him, the great 
king Duryodhana, with all his followers, 
became filled with delight. 

17—18. Then there arose in the midst 
of the army, O king, O foremost of men, 
the beat of cymbals and drums, leonine 
| roars of the elephants and the sounds of 
| the various musical instruments as well as 
war-cries of the heroes filled with joy. 


1g. When the Kuru army was thus 
filled with joy the king of Madra said in 
derision the following words to the sub- 
duer of foes, the son of Radha, the power- 
ful car-warrior who was thus bragging and 
about to plunge himself into that ocean of 
battle. 








Thus ends the thirty-eighth chapter, 
Karna offering to give rewards, in the 
Karna Parva. 


——— 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 
(KARNA PAR VA)—Continued. 
Salya said :— 


1. O son ofa charioteer, give away to 
any mana golden car with six bulls as large 
as the elephants you will see Dhananjaya 
to-day. 

2. Foolishly you are giving away your 
wealth as if you are Vaisrava na, the king 
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of riches. Without any trouble, Oa of 
Radha, you will see Dhananjaya to- dayi 

; You are giving away your riches as 
if they are nothing like a highly ignorant 
man. You do not out of ignorance percieve 
the demerit attached to gifts made to un- 
worthy persons, 

4. You may perform many Fajnas with 
the immense wealth that you are thus dis- 
tributing, Therefore, O charioteer’s son, 
do you perform Vayras. 


5. But vain is the desire that you cherish | 
out of folly, for destroying Krishna and 
Arjuna. We have never heard of a couple 
of lions overthrown by a fox. 


6. You seck what you should never 
do. You have no such friends as will 
prevent you from immediately falling into 
fire. 


You are unable to distinguish between 
what you should do ¿nd should not. For- 
sooth, the lease of y ‘ur life has run out: 
What man, desirous of living, would give 
vent to such incoherent words unworthy of 
being listened to. 


8. This your attempt’is like that of a 
person, who, having tied round his neck a 
heavy stone, wishes to cross the ocean with 
his two arms or like that of a man who 
wishes to leap down from the summit of a 
mountain. 


9. If you wish to secure your well-being, 
fight with Dhananjaya from the division of 
your own army well protected and aided by 
your warriors. = 


to. I tell yau this for the well-being of 
Duryodhana and not out of any ill will for 
you. If you wish to preserve your life obey 
my words. 


Karna said :— 


11. Depending on the strength of my 
own arms I wish to meet Arjuna in battle. 
You are an enemy with the look of a friend 
and wish to frighten me. 





12. Noone will be able to make me 
change this resolution, not even Indra 
taking up his thunderbolt, what to speak of 
an insignificant mortal ? 


Sanjaya said :— 


13. After Karna had had his say, Salya 
the king of Madra, with a view to provoke 
him greatly, said in reply. 


14. When keen edged and Kanka fea- 
thered arrows, shot off his bow by the 
powerful Phalguna with all his energy, will 
come upon you, you will repent for your 
encounter with that heroe, 
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15. When Partha, otherwise called Sa. 
vyasachin, taking up his celestial bow, will 
scorch the Kuru army and assail you 
greatly with his keen edged arrows then © 
charioteer's son, you will repent for your 
folly. 


16. Like a child, on mother,s lap seeking 
to catch hold of the sun, you, out of your 
folly, wish to defeat the effulgent Arjuna 
stationed on his car, 


17. By desiring to fight, O Karna, to-day 
with Arjuna of illustrious feats, you have 
addressed yourself to rule your body against 
the keen edges of a trident. 


18. O charioteer’s son, your challahge of 
Arjuna is like that of an over active little 
deer against a huge‘angry lion, 


19. O charioteer’s son, do not challenge 
that highly energetic prince like a fox, gras 
tified with meat, challenging a lion. Do not 
be slain by encountering Arjuna, 


20. O Karna, your challenge of Dha- 
nanjaya, the son of Pritha, is like that of a 
hare challenging a powerful elephant with 
tusks large as plough-shares and with tem- 
poral juice trickling out of its mouth and 
temples. 


21. By wishing to fight with Partha you 
are, out of folly, striking with a piece of wood 
the black cobra of deadly yenom furiously 
excited within its hole. 


22. You area fool to yell at Arjuna, the 
best of men, disregarding him like a jackal 
yelling at an excited lion. : 


23. As a snake, for its own destruction, 
encounters the best of birds Garuda, highly 
active and of beautiful feathers, so do you 


O Karna, challange Dhananjaya the son of 
Pritha. 


24. You wish to cross, without a raft at 
the rise of the moon, the ocean, the recepta- 
cle of all waters with dreadful huge waves 
and teeming with acquatic animals. 


25. O Karna, your challenge of Dha- 
nanjaya is like that of a calf against a fear- 


ful bull of sharpened horns and with a neck 
thick as a drum. 


26. Yourr 


oari 9 aye 
clouds amon ring at Arjuna, the deity of 


& men, is like that of a frog 
at a dreadful huge cloud di i i- 
ous showers of ee peulare Ing copi 


27. Like a dog barking from within his 
master’s house at a forest-ranging tiger 


you bark at Dhananjay 
so anjaya, the foremost of 


28. While living in the forest in the 
midst of hares a jackal, O Karna, consi- 


erst imli a lion till he actually sees the 
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89. So do you, O son of Radha, consider 
yourself a lion for you do not see that sub- 
duer of foes, that foremast of men, Dhanan- 
jaya. 

30. Youconsider yourself a lion for you 
have not seen Krishna and Arjuna sta- 
tioned on the same car like the sun and 
moon. 


gt. As long as you do not hear the 
twang of Gandiva in battle, so long you are 
able to do what you please. 


32. Beholding the ten quarters filled 
with the sound of his car and the twang of 
his bow, and him roaring like a tiger you 
will become a jackal. 

33. You are always a jackal and Dha- 
hanjaya always a lion. On account of j our 
envy and hatred for hetoes, you appear 
like a jackal. 

34. Asa mouse anda cat are to each 
other in strength, or a fox and a lion or a 
hare and an elephant, as falsehood and 
truth, ambrosia and poison so you and 
Partha are known to all by your respective 
deeds. 


Thus ends the thirty-ninth chapter Sdlya 
vevtling Karna in Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XL. 
(KARNA PARVA)— Continued, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Thus reviled by Salya of incomparable 
energy the son of Radha understanding the 
meaning of the word Salya by his words 
said_to him in great anger. 


Karna said :— 

2. O Salya, the meritorious only appre- 
ciate the merits of those who possess them, 
and not one who has none, You are des- 
titute of all merits. How can you under- 
stand what is merit and what is demerit. 

3. O Salya, I know the powerful weap- 
ons vf Arjuna, his anger, energy, bow, 
arrows and as well as the prowess of that 
high-souled one. 

4. O Salya, yon do not know, so well as 
I do, the greatness of Krishna, the foremost 
of kings. 

5. Knowing my own strength as well as 
that of Pandava I have challenged him in 
battle, © Salya. I shall not fall into fire 
like an insect. 

6. I have this arrow, O „Salya, keen 
edged, blood-drinking, occupying alone one 


if 
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quiver, furnished with wings, well-steeped 
in oil and well-adorned. 


7- It lies in sandal dust and is being 
adored by me from a long time. Having 
the shape and nature of a serpent it is 
poisonous and dreadful and capable of kill- 
ing a great many men,horses and elephants. 


8. Highly dreadful in form it can go 
through coats of mail and bones. When 
worked up with anger I can perforate with 
it even the huge Meru mountain. 


9. I will not discharge this arrow at any 
other person excepting Arjuna or Krishna, 
the son of Devaki, Listen, I tell you the 
truth, 


to. Worked up with anger, I shall with 
that arrow, O Salya, fight with Vasudeva 
and Dhananjaya. That will be a deed ` 
becoming me. 


11. Of all the heroes of the Vrishni race 
in Krishna only prosperity exists eternally. 
Of all the’sons of Pandu, Partha is the ong 
who comes off invariably victorious. 


12. Those two foremost of men, seated 
on the sanie car, will encounter me single 
in battle. you will, O Salya, witness to-day 
the nobility of my birth. 


13. You will see that (with one shaft) F 
will kill those two cousins, one of whom is 
the son of the aunt and the other the son of 
the maternal uncle—those two invincible 
warriors. They will look like two pearls 
strung together in the same string. 


14. The Gandiva of Arjuna, the discus 
of Krisina and their two banners having 
the emblems of a monkey and Garuda 
strike terror into the timid. But they are 
sources of delight to me. 


15. You area fool, a bad character and 
do not know the mode of a true war-fare. 
Possessed by fear you are giving vent td 
these ravings. 


16. Or you are praising them for some 
thing which is not known to me. Having 
killed those two first I shall kill you to-day 
with all your relatives. 


17. Botn in a sinful country you are 
wicked, mean and a wretch of a Kshatrya. 
Being a friend why do you frighten me 
with (the praises of) those two Krishnas ? 

18. Either they will kill me today or I 
will kill them both. I know my strength 
well and I do not fear the two Krishnas. 

19. I will kill single handed a thousand 
Vasudevas and hundreds of Phalgunas. 
Hold your tongue, O you born in a sinful 
country. 


20—21. Hear from me, O „Salya, tha 
sayings that have already passéd into-pro~ 
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verbs, that men young and old and women, 
persons while sporting utter as if they ate 

- their studies about the wicked Madrakas. 
The Brahmanas i t 
merly in the courts of kings. Hearing them, 
O fool, you may forgive or give a reply. 

22. Madraka is always a hater of friends. 
He who hates us isa Madraka. There is 
no good feeling in a Madrka who is the 
vilest of men and gives vent to mean words. 


23. The Madraka is always wicked, 
untruthful and crooked. We have heard 
that the Madrakas are wicked till the hour 
of their death. 

24.—25. Amongst them the father, the 
son, the mother, the mother-in-law, the 
father-in-law, the maternal uncle, the son- 
in-law, the daughter-in-law, the brother,the 
grandson, other relations and guests, slaves, 
male and female mingle together. ‘Fhus 
women freely mix with men, known and 
unknown. 


26. Dishonest as they are they live upon 
fried and powdered corn and fish in their 
homes and laugh and cry being drunk ; 
they also eat beef. 


27. They sing unconnected songs and 
move about lustfully. They indulge in 
free speeches amongst themselves. How 
can virtue find a room among them ? 


28. Noone should make friends with a 
Madraka or enter into hostilities with him. 
here is no feeling of friendship in him. 
The Madraka is always impure, 


29. Friendship is lost on a Madraka as 
purity in Ghandarakas and as oblation 
offered in a sacrifice where the king is both 
the sacrificer and tlie priest. 


30. Asa Brahmana performing the ini- 
tiation ceremony of a Sudra meets with de- 
terioration, as one who hates a Brahmana, 
meets with deterioration so a person, form- 
ing alliance with a Madraka, is deterio- 
rated. 


31. As there is no friendship in a 
Madraka, so is your poison is powerless, 
O Scorpion ; with this Mantra of Atharvan 
l have duly performed the ceremony of 
peace. 


32. It is seen that with these words the 
wise treat a person bitten by a scorpion 
and affected by-its poison. 


33- Thinking of this, O learned one, 
either hold your tongue or hear something 
more that I will say. 


34..(The Madraka) women, influenced | 


by liquor, throw off their robes and dance; 


they do not observe control in intercourse ` 


and do whatever they like.. 


























which is so dear to me. 
my son, I would give him my husband 
but I would not part with my vinegar. 


gent son of Dhritarashtra. 
my vital airs and the wealth that I possess. 


35—36. Being the son of one’ of those 


women, how can you, O Madraka,, dictate 
duties unto a man? Being the son of one 
of those women who live and answer calls 
of nature like camels and asses, sinful and 
shameless as they are, how can you wish to 
dictate the dutics of men? 


When a Madraka woman is re- 


37+ 


quested to givea little bit of vinegar she 
scratches her hips and reluctant to give 
it gives vent to harsh words, 


38. “Let no one ask of me vinegar 
I would give him 


39. The Madraka maidens, I am in- 


formed, are generally shameizss, have pro- 
fuse hairs, are gluttonous and impure. 


40. These and such like many other 


things of their evil acts beginning with the 
tip of their hair to that of their nails I can 
recount. 


41. The Madrakas and Sindhu Souviras 


are born ir a sinful country: are Melechas 
and innocent of duties, H 
know them 7 


ow can 


they 


42. We have heard that, this is the 


prime duty of the Kshatriyas that wher 
slain in battle he would lie down on earth 
being spoken highly of by the pious. 


43. This is my first resolution, desirous 


of heaven after my death as I am that I 
will lay down my life in this clash of arms. 


I am the dear friend of the intelli- 
For him are 


4t 


45. As for you, born as you are ina 


sinful country it is clear that you have been 
bribed by the Pandavas as because you 
behave towards us in every thing like an 
enemy. 


46. -As a pious man is not to be easily 


pursuaded by atheists 90 1 am not to be 
dissuaded from this battle by hundreds of 


persons like you. 


47. Like a deer perspiring, you may 
either bewail or pant; observant of the 
duties of a Kshatriya I am incapable of 
being frightened by you. 


48. I remember the end, described to 
me formerly by my preceptor Rama, which 
befell those foremost of men who laid down 


their lives and did not - 
feii AE return from the 


49. lam bent ‘upon rescuing the Kou- 
ravas and killig my enemies; know that I 
am determined upon imitating the ex- 
cellent conduct of Pururavas, 
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50. ldo not, 9 king of Madraka, see a 
man in the three worlds who can shake this 
resolution of mine. 


51t. Do not speak more. Knowing this 
Why do you rove in such a way from fear ? 
O wretch of a Madraka, I shall not kill 
you now and offer your dead body to the 
Carnivorous animals, 


52. Out of regard for a friend, O Salya, 
for the sake of Dhritarashtra’s son and for 
avoiding blame—for these three reasons, you 
will live. 

53. O king of Madras, if you speak 
again in this strain I will crush down 
your head with my mace, as hard as the 
thunder, 


54 O you born in a sinful country, 
people will either see or hear to-day that 
either the two Krishnas have slain Karna 
or. Karna has killed the two Krishnas.” 


55. Saying this the son of Radha, O 
king, once more addresesd the king of 
Madras, saying “ go on! go on.” 


Thus ends the fortieth chapter, the dis- 


Parud. 


CHAPTER XLI. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Centinued. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Hearing the words of the great car- 
warrior Karna who took delight in battle 
Salya again said to him, citing an example. 

2. [am born ina family the members 
of which performed sacrifices, never fled 
away from the field of battle and who were 
kings whose heads were sprinkled with the 
water of coronation. I am alsa devoted 
to virtue. y ; 

3. © Vrisha, you appear like an intoxi- 
cated man. For all that, aut of friendship 
I will try to cure you of your mistakes. 

4. Hear, O Karna, this allegory of a 
crow that J will relate. Hearing this, you 
may do whatever you like, O you shorn 
of intelligence and the wretch of your 
family. 

5. © Karna, I do not remember a 
single sin lin me for which you desire to kill 
me innocent as I am. : 

. I must tell you what is good for you 
na what is bad. I know both, and 
besides I am the driver of your car and 
wish good to the king Duryodhana. 

7—9. (í know) what land is even and 
what is uneven—the stcength and weakness 





of the car-warrior (on my chariot) the 
fatigue and perspiration of the horses along 
with the car-warrior; (I have) a know- 
ledge of the weapons, of the cries of birds 
and animals, of what would be heavy for 
the horses and what would be exceedingly 
heavy for them, of the taking out of the 
arrows, of the wounds, of the weapons 
counteracting each other, of the diverse 
modes of fighting and of all kinds of omens 
and indications. I know all this who am so 
familar with this car. I therefore describe 
to you this incident once more. 


10. There lived on the other side of the 
sea a Vaishya who rolled in wealth and 
corn. He performed Vajnas, made liberal 
gifts, was quiet, observant of the duties of 
his own order and pure in habits and mind. 


tr. He had a number of son's of whom 
he was fond and kind to all creatures. 
He lived without any fear in the kingdom 
of a pious king. 


12. There was a crow who lived upon 
the leavings of the food of the well-behaved 


| children of the Vaishya. 
course of Karna and Salya in Karna | 


13. His children always gave the crow 
meat, curds, milk, pudding, honey and 
butter. 


14. Thus fed sith the leavings of the 
food by those sons of the Vaishya the crow 
became arrogant and began to think light 
of all birds who were equal to him or even 
superior. 


15- lt so Fappened that once ona time 
several cheerful swans, quick-coursing, cap- 
able of going every where at will, equal to 
Garuda in flight and speed, came to that 
side of the ocean. = 


16. Seeing those swans the Vaishya boys 
said ta the crow:—“ O ranger of the sky, 
you are superior to all winged creatures.” 


17- Thus imposed upon’ by the little- 
witted children, the bird, out of folly and 
arrogance, took their words as true. 


18. Proud of the leavings on which he 
fed the crow, approaching the swans who 
were capable of traversing a great distance, 
desired to enquire who amongst them was 
the leader. 


19. That foolish crow challenged him 
whom he considered as the leader amongst 
those swans capable of going to a great 
distance, saying ‘‘Let us compete in fight.” 

20. Hearing the words of the arrogant 
crow, the swans, that had come there, the 
foremost of birds gifted with great strength, 
began to laugh. 

21., The swans, who were capable of 
coursing everywhere at will then, addressed 
the crow saying. 
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22. ‘We are swans and live in the 
Manasa lake. We range over the whole 
earth and amongst the winged ereatures we 
are always spoken high of for the length of 
the distances we traverse. 


23. A crow as you are, how do you, O 
fool, challenge a mighty swan coursing 
every where at will and traversing over a 
great distance, Tell us, O crow, how you 
will fy with us.” 


24. Finding fault repeatedly with the 
words of the swans, the vain crow, on ac- 
count of the foolishness of its species, at 
last gave this answer, 


The crow said :— 


25. Forsooth shall I fly displaying a 
hundred and one different kinds of motion, 
I shall show them traversing every hundred 


Yojanas with each separate and beautiful 
motion. 


26—29. Rising up, swooping down, 
whirling around, going straight, proceding 
gently, coursing aslant up and down, going 
still, wheeling around, going back, sowing 
high, darting forward, sowing higher up 
with greater velocity more, moving on 
gently—and going on in various ways. 
These various motions I shall display before 
you. You will see my strength. 


30. With one of these diverse kinds of 
motions I shall immediately soar into the 
sky. Tell me, O swans, by which of these 
motion shall I course through the sky 


31. Settling your course you shall have 
to fly with me. Adopting all these motions 
you shall have to course with me through 
the sky having no,support.” 


32. Having been thus addressed by the 
crow, O son of Radha, one of the swanss 


said to him laughing. Hear from me (what 
he said). 


The Swan said:— 


` 33—34. Forsooth O crow, you will course 
in hundred and and different ways. I shall 
however fly in one kind of motion which all 
other birds know; for I do not know any 
other, O crow. As for yourself, O you of 


red eyes, you may fly in any kind of way 
you like, 


35. Thereupon all the crows that had 
assembled bere behed saying “ How will 
the swan with one kind of flight b t d 
a hundred flights ? Sieger gown 

36. The powerful and 
ing crow will beat down the 
flight. 


37- Then those two, 
crow, rose into the sky 


the quick-cours- 
swan with one 


the swan and the 
challenging each 
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other—the swan coursing in one motion and 
the crow i a hundred different ways. 


38. The swan flew and the crow flew, 
making each other to wonder and speaking 
highly of their respective feats. - 


39. Seeing the various kinds of motions 
at every moment the crows that were there 
were filled with delight and began to caw 
loudly. 


40. The swans also laughed aloud mak- 
ing many unpleasant remarks. They began 
to rise up and alight repeatedly. 


41. They came down and rose up from 
the tops of the trees and the surface of the 
earth; they began to emit cries bespeaking 
their respective victories. 


42. .With one kind of gentle motion the 
swan began toroarup. Fora moment, O 


Marisha, the crow seemed to have defeated ` 
him. 


43. Thereat disregarding the swans the 
crows said :—''That swan amongst us who 
has soared high up is evidently defeated.” 


44. Wearing this the swan with great 
velocity began to move westwards towards 
the ocean abounding in Makaras. 


45. Then the crow became afraid who 
was almost besides himself at not seeing 
any island or trees whereon to perch when 
tired. (He then thought) “where shall I 
alight on this vast ocean when tired ?” 


46. Irrepressible is the deep the abode 
of numberless creatures. Inhabited by 


hundreds of monsters it is greater than the . 
sky. 


47. O you wretch, none can exceed the 
ocean indepth. O Karna, the men know 
that the waters of the ocean are equally 
boundless like the sky. What is crow to it 
considering its extent ? 


48. Doing a great distance ina moment 
the swan looked back at thtrow and could 
not leave him behind, 


49. Having beaten down the crow the 
swan looked at him and waited thinking 
‘Let the crow come up,’ i 


50. Thereupon greatly exhausted the 
crow came up to the swan 3 


5L Thereupon beliolding him about to 
sink and with a view to rescue him theswan, 


remembering the good offices of the pious, 
said to him. , 


52. “While speaking about flight you 
again and again mentioned about a goodly 
number of them. You should not mention 
this your flight which is a mystery to us, 


53. What is 
į crow, which you h 


the name of this flight, O 
ave followed now? You 
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repeatedly touch the waters with your wings 
` and beak, 


54. Which amongst those many kinds 
of flight, O crow, that you are now follow- 
ing? Come quickly, O crow, I am waiting 
for you, 


Salya said :— 

55., O wicked one, greatly tired and 
touching the water with his wings and beak 
and seen by the swan the crow said to him. 


56. Not beholding the limit of the ocean, 
fatigued and broken down with the exertion 
of flght the crow said to the swan, 


57. ‘‘We are crows, we move about here 
and there crying caw, caw. O swan, I lay 
my life at your hands and seek refuge with 
you. Take me to the bank of the ocean.” 


58. Greatly tired and touching the ocean 
with his wings and beak the crow all ona 
sudden fell down. 

59. Beholding him thus fallen into the 
Ocean witha sorry heart the swan addres- 
sed the crow who was on the verge of death 
saying :— 

60. “O crow, how did you praise your- 
self. Remember, you said that you would 
course through the sky in a hundred differ- 
ent ways. ; 

6r. You, who would fly in a hundred 
different ways, are superior to me; why are 
you then tired and fallen on the ocean ?” 

62. Overcome with weakness, the crow, 
casting his looks up at the swan and trying 
to please him said. : 

63. ‘Rendered arrogant by feeding upon 
the leavings of others’ food I thought myself 
as equal to Garuda ‘and did not care for 
crows and other birds. 

64. I now seek refure with you and place 
my life at your disposal. Oh, take me 
to the shore of some island. 

65. If I, O swan, O lord, return safely 
to my country I will never disregard any 
body,; Oh, save me from this calamity. 


66—67. Without a word the swan took 
him up with his foot’and placed him slowly 
on his baek, who said so, was melancholy, 
weeping, deprived of his sense, wis sink- 
ing in the ocean, was crying caw: caw, 
was drenched with water, hedeous to look 
at and trembling in fear. 


68. Having placed speedily the crow 
who was „beside himself on his back he 
came to the island from which they had 
started challenging each other. 


69. Putting that ranger of the sky down 
(on the land) and comforting him the swan 
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repaired quickly to his wished- for rezion 
with the mind. 


70. Thus the crow, fed fat with the 
leavings, was defeated by the swan. Then 
casting off the pride of strength and prowess 
the crow, O Karn, led a peaceful and 
quiet life. 


71. As that crow, fed upon the refuses 
of the food of the Vaishya children, did not 
care his equals and superiors, so do you, 
O Karna, fed by Dhritarashtra’s sons, with 
the leavings of their food, disregard your 
equals and superiors. 


72. Why did you not kill Partha at 
Virata’s. city when you were protected by 
Drona and his son Kripa, Bhisma and 
other Kouravas ? 


73. What became of your prowess there 
when defeated by Kiriti you all fled away 
like a pack of jackals ? 

74. Seeing your brother killed by Savya 
Sachin in the very presence of the Kuru 
heroes it was you who fled away first. 


75- When you were assailed by the 
_Gandharvas in the Dvaita forest it was 
you who, leaving behind the Kurus, did run 
away from the forest. 


76. Having defeated in battle the Gan- 
dharvas led by Chitrasena with a great 
slaughter it was Arjuna, O Karna, who 
rescued Duryodhana with his wife. 


77- Rama himself, O Karna, before the 
assembly of the Kuru heroes spoke of the 
prowess of Arjunaand Kesava. 


78. You have always heard Drona and 
Bhishma speaking before all the kings of 
the two Krishnas as being unslayable. 


79. I have told you only a bit about this 
that Dhananjaya is superior to you as a 


| Brahmana is to all creatures. 


80. You will soon see stationed on that 
best of cars the son of Vasudeva and the 





son of Kunti and Pandu. 


81. As the crow intelligently sought the 
Protection of the swan so do you seek the 
shelter of the Vrishni heroe (Krishina) 
and of Pandu's son Dhananjaya. 


82, When you will see in battle the 
highly powerful Vasudeva and Dhanan- 
jaya stationed in the same car, you will:not 
utter such words, O Karna. 


83. When Partha with hundreds of 
shafts break down your pride you will then 
see the difference between yourself and 
Dhananjaya. 


84. Those two best of men are well- 
known among the gods, Asuras and men; 
you are a fire-fly, do not foolishly disregard 
those two bright luminaries. 
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85. Like the sun and the moon Kesava 
and Arjuna are famous for their effulgence ; 
you are buta fire-fly among men, 


86. O learned one, O son of a charioteer, 
do not make light of Arjuna and Achuyta ; 
those two high-souled ones are best of men. 
Do not make such vaunts. 


Thus ends the forty-first chapter, the 
story of the swan and crow in Karna 
Parva, 


CHAPTER XLII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


I. Listening to those unpleasant words 
and not being convinced the high-souled 
Car-watrior, the king of Madra, said to 
Salya "I know well what Vasudeva and 
Arjuna are. 


2. Even now I know well the skill of 
Shouri in the management of cars and the 
power and great weapons of Arjuna, the 
son of Pandu. But you have no practical 
knowledge of them, O Salya. 


3. I shall fearlessly fight with those two 
Krishnas, the foremost of the weilders of 
weapons. 
of Brahmanas, pains me greatly. 


4. I lived formerly with Rama in the 
obtain the celestial weapons from him. At 
that time, O Salya, the king of gods, wish- 
ing to do a good office by Phalguna, put in 
an impediment by approaching my thigh 
and piercing itin the form of a dreadful 
worm, 


5. When my preceptor slept placing his 
head on my thigh that worm began to bore 
it through; on account of this boring of my 
thigh a pool of thick blood gushed out of 
my body. 

6. For fear of my preceptor I did not 
move my limb. The Brahmana, on waking, 
saw it. Beholding my patience he said 
‘you are never a Brahmana, Tell me 
truly who you are.” 


7- O Salya, I then gave him the true 
information about myself and said that I 
was a Suta. Wearing this the great ascetic, 
worked up with anger, imprecated a curse 
on me, saying. 

8. “On account of the q 
charioteer, by which you h 
weapon it will never come to 
the time of necessity when the 
death will arrive. Brahma ca 
one who is not a Brahman, 


ception O 
ave pot this 
your mind at 
hour of your 
n Never live in 


The curse of Rama, the foremost | 


| who is highly dreadful, the destroyer of 
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9. I have forgotten that great weapon 
in this fierce and dreadful encounter, 
to. O Salya, that descendant of Bharatas 


all the grinders of foes and powerful, will, 
me-thinks, grind many Kshatriya heroes, 


1i. Know however, O Salya, I will kill 
in battle to-day that terrible bowman and 
the foremost of warriors, the son of Pandu, 
Dhananjaya, who is highly energetic and 
ascetic—a heroe whose promises are always 
carried out. 


12. I bave at least that weapon with 
me with which I will be able to kill a goodly 
number of enemies. [ will kill in battle, that 
grinder of weapons, that powerful heroe, 
the master of weapons, that dreadful bow- 
man of incomparable energy, that ruthless 
and dreadful heroe who can resist his 
enemies—(f mean) Dhananjaya. 


13. The limitless deep, the king of waters 
dashes on impetuously for overwhelming 
numberless creatures. The continent how- 
ever holds and restrains him. 


14. I will to-day, in this world, with- 
stand in fight the son of Kunti the fore- 
most of archers while he will ceaselessly 
discharge his winged arrows capable of 
killing heroes and penetrating into every 
limb and none of which becomes futile. 


15. Like the bank of an ocean restrain- 


| ing it I will withstand Partha that strongest 
disguise of a Brahmana with a view to | 


of the strong the great heroe owning many 
Weapons, resembling the ocean itself and 
having many dreadful and far-reaching 
arrows like unto the waves of the ocean 


roie he will be engaged in assailing the 
kings. 


16. Witness my highly dreadful en- 
counter with him to-day in battle, who, 
methinks, has not equal amongst men, 


using tows and who vanquished the gods 
and demons in battle. 


17. The Pandava is exceedingly haughty. 
Desirous of fighting. he will approach me 
with superhuman and powerful weapons. 
Counteracting his weapons with mine in 
battle 1 will fell Partha with my excellent 
arrows. 

18. He burns dow 
sun of fiery rays and 
the clouds gather r 
darkness, so I sh 
my shafts. 


19. As the clouds with showers extine 


guish the powerful fire burning with smok- 
flames and as if consuming the whole 


world, so I will with'sl 
5 showers of my arrows 
Put down the son of Kunti. 7 i 


20, With my darts I will put down the 


n his enemies like the 
shines inhisfame. As 
ound the dispeller of 
all cover Dhananjaya with 
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son of Kunti In battle who is like a dread- 
ful and fierce snake of sharpened fang, who 


burns in effulpence and anger and con- 
sumes those who work him evil, 


21. As the Himalya holds the powerful, 
crushing and all-steiking wind-god so | will, 


without perturbation, withstand the angry 
and vindictive Dhananjaya. 


22. I will withstand in battle Dhanan- 
Jaya the foremost of all the archers in the 
world who knows well all the car-tracks, 
who is always in the van, competent and 
heroic in battle. 


23. To-day, I will encounter in battle 
the man, who, in my view, is non-pariel 
amongst the archers and who conquered 
the entire earth, 


24. What man, save me, 
to keep his lite, will 


who wishes 


even the celestials in the country called 


fight with Savya- | 
achin who defeated all creatures, including | 
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32. Whereasthe who destroys, remons- 
Strates with, sharpens his weapons, makes 
us to sigh and cheerless and wrongs us 
in many ways is our enemy. All these 
marks are to be seen in you, and you dis- 
play them all against us. 


33. For the sake of Duryodhana, for 
the sake of doing what is agreeable to you, 
for the sake of fame, for the sake of myself, 
and .the God, I will vigorously fight with 
Partha and Vasudeva, Behold to-day my 


feats. 
34. Behold to-day all my excellent 
weapons, Brahma, celestial and human, 


I will kill to-day that highly powerful heroe 
like an infuriate elephant slaying another 
such, 


35- For my victory I will thurl to day 
that highly powerful Brahma weapon at 
Partha with my mind alone. Arjuna will 
never be able to escape that weapon if only 


Khandava. 


25. He is proud, holds his weapons 

H firmly, is light-handed, knows tne use of 

| celestial weapons, has white horses and is 

| capable of smiting all. To-day shall I 

| with sharpened shafts sever the head of 
such a great warrior from his body. 


i 26. O Salya, keeping either death or | i 
victory before me, l wiil fight with Dhanan- | 38. Therefore I have no fear from Partha 
jaya lto-day. There is none else but me | Or Janarddana. ‘here shall take place an 
who can fight on a single car with that | encounter between me and them both in 
Pandava resembling Death himself. | the battle. 
27. j 

of the prowess of Pandava in battle before 
the assembly of the Kshatrivas. Why do 
you, a fool as you are, speak of the prowess 


of Phalguna to me? j £ 1 
= dale x { roaming in the dense forest. 
28, The forgiving always forgive a mean |! 


and a cruel person who performs unpleasant | 41. Since you have carelessly killed the 


deeds. 1 can slay a hundred like you, but : 
i T ivi | offspr ! y, the wheel of 
you for my forgiving nature and | offspring of my Homa cow, t 
To forgiye youn (ommy = £ z your car will sink into the earth and at 


the wheels of my car do not sink in the 
earth in battle to-day. 


36—37. Know this, O Salya, that I will 
not even fear Yama armed with his rod 
or Varuna armed with his noose, or Kuvera 
armed with his mace, or Vasava armed 
with his thunder-bolt or any other enemy 
who may come forward to kill me. 





I will myself with pleasure speak | 39—40. O king, while wandering about 
to set arrows on my Vijaya bow | myself 
unconscicusly killed with an arrow the calf 
of a Brahmana's Homa cow as I began 
discharging dreadful shafts while it was 
The Brah- 
mana then addressed me, say ing :— 


- A 


the necessity of the time. 


29. You are the perpetrator of evil 
deeds. r 
of the, Pandavas, remonstrated with me and 
spoken many unpleasant things. You have 
said these to me who am innocent, Cursed 
you are, an injurer of friends for friend- 
ship is seven paced. 


30. The present moment,that has arrived, 
is really dreadful for Duryodhona has come 
to battle. I always wish to see his ends 
accomplished. But you are acting in such 
a way that it appears you have no friend- 
ship for the Kuru king. 


31. He is a friend who gladdens his 
friend, pleases him, protects him, honars 
him, and shares in hisjoy. I have got all 
these qualities; the king himself knows it. 


You have, like a fool, for the sake , 


the time of war your heart will be possessed 
by fear. 


42—43. l always stand in great fear of 
these words of the Brahmana, The kings 
of the Lunar dynasty, the lords of people's 
happiness and misery, offered him a thou- 
sand kine and six hundred bovine bulls. 
Sull with such a gift O Salya, O king of 
Madras, the Brahmana was not gratied. 


44. I then offered him seven ‘hundred 
elephants of huge tusks and many hundreds 
of male and female slaves. And still that 
best of Brahmanas was not satisfied. 

45. Offering him then full fourteen 
thousand black kine each with a white calf 
I could not obtain the grace of that best ‘of 
Brahmanas. 
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en I offered him a-beautiful palace 
erate in all objects of desire, in fact, 
whatever riches I had but still he refused to 
accept the gift. 

47. He then said to me who had offered 
him and thus implored his forgiveness. 
What I have sald, O Suta, will surely take 
place. It can never be otherwise. 


48. False words will destroy creatures 
and the sin will come upon me, ‘lherefore 
for preserving virtue I dare not speak an 
untruth. 


49. You shall not destroy the means of 
a Brahmana’s livelihood. ‘here is none 
on earth who can falsify my words. Accept 
my words and this will be an atonement for 
your sin. 


5o. Although chastised by you still for 
your friendship | have spoken out all this 
to you. I know you who are chastising 
me thus. Be silent and hear what I will 
speak now. ` 


Thus ends the forty-second chapter of the 
conversation between Karna and Salya in 
the Karna Parva, 


CHAPTER XLIII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Once more, O great king, thus silen- 


cing the king of Madras, the son of Radha, 
the chastiser of foes, said to him. 


2. Asa rejoinder to what you have said 
to me, O Salya, by way of examples I tell 
you that I am not to be frightened by you 
in battle with your words, 


3. If all the gods with Vasava come to 
fight with me Í will not fear them what to 


speak of my fear from Partha and Kerava, - 


4. I am not to be frightened by mere 
words. O Salya, he, whom you will be 
able to frighten in battle, issome other 
person. 


5- You have addressed many unpleasant 
words tome. ‘herein lies the strength of 
a mean person, O you of wicked soul: 

„ can speak of my merits and so you say 
many unpleasant words. 3 


6. Karna is not born for fear in b ttl 
O Madraka. I am rather born to as 
n valour and achieve glory for my own 
seli. 


7- „Out of friendship for you, out of 
affection and on account of your Benes 


ally-—for thege three rea being: 
O Salya. = Eee sons, you still five, 
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8. A great work Is now to be dohe for 
the king Dhritarashtra, This work depends 
on me, O Salya, and therefore you live for 
a moment, 


9. I made this agreement with you for- 
merly that I would forgive you for “all yout 
unpleasant words, This agreement I will 
observe and for this you still live.: 


10. Without a thousand Salyas I will 
vanquish my enemies. The injurer of a 
friend is sinful. It is for this you live for 
the present. 


Thus ends -the forty-third chapter the 
Conversation between Karna and Salya in 
the Karna Paiva, 


CHAPTER XLIV. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Salya said :— 


1, hese are but your ravings, O Karna 
that you give vent to with regard to your 
enemies, But I can without a thousand 
Karnas defeat my foe in battle. 


Sanjaya said :— 
2. To the king of Madras, who was 
speaking such harsh words Karna, of uns 


pleasant looks, spoke words again twice as 
harsh, 


Karna said :-— 


3. O king of Madras, 
to what I heard recited in 
Dhritarashtra. 


4. In DPhritarashtra’s house the Brah« 
manas used to describe many pleasant 
regions and the lives of many ancient kings. 


5: One aged and leading Brahmana 
among them, while recounting the ancient 


historian, said thus blamin the Valhikas 
and Madrakas, ol x 


6—7. One should always avoid the im- 
pure and impious Valhikas who live away 
from Himavat and Ganga, Saraswati, 
Yamuna and Kurukshetra and the Sindhu 
with its five tributaries, i 


8. I remember from -my youth that a 
slaughter`ground for kine and the cellars for 


wine mark out the t 
Valhika kings, gates of Re palaces of. 


9. For some secret work I had to live’ 
with them, On account of this living I 
know them very well. 

10. There is a town of the name ot 
Shakala, a river by the name of Apaga and 
aclan of the Valhikas known as Jarttikas.: 
Their conduct is very reprehensible, 


listen attentively 
the presence of 





= 


> g 
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11. They drink the liquor Ganda and 
eat fried barley with it. They also eat beef 
with garlics. They also take flour with 
meat and boiled rice that is bought of others. 
They are shorn of all good practices. 


, 12—13. ‘Their women all drink and are 
nude, and laugh and dance, outside the 
walls of the houses in cities, with garlands 
and unguents, singing under the influence 
of liquor various obscene songs like the 
bray of the ass or the bleat of lambs. ‘The 





| 


25. In the. large and populous city of 
Sakala a Rakshasa woman uséd to sing 
on every fourteenth day of the dark halt 


of the month in accompaniment with a 
drum. 


26. When shall I next sing the songs of 
the Valhikas in this town of Sakala having’ 


fed me fall with beef and drunk the Gada 


freely mix and intercourse with all. qn- ' 


ebrite they address one another with en- 
dearing terms. 


t4. The fallen Vathika women, unob- 
servant of restrictions even on sacred days, 
dance and exclaim “Alas! our husband, 
our lord is dead !” 


1§. One of those wicked Valhikas who 
lived amongst them and for some time in 
Kurujangala burst out with cheerless heart 
saying— 
<16. “Surely that big and fair (Vathika 
maiden) dressed in her blankets is think- 
ing of me.her Valhika lover, who am living 
in Kurujangala at the time of her going 
to bed. 


17—18. Crossing the Sutlej, the charm- 
ing Iravati and coming to my own country 
when shall I look at those beautiful women 
with thick frontal bones, with shining circles 
of red arsenic on their foreheads, with tinges 
of red, black collyrium on their eyes and 
their beautiful forms dressed in blankets 
and skins and themselves uttering shrill 
cries ? 


sound of drums and kettle-drums and 
conches sweet as the brays of asses and 
cries of camels and mules ? 


liquor. 

27—28. Decked with ornaments when 
shall f with these huge women and maidens 
feed upon a large number of sheep, a 
quantity of pork and beef and the meat of 
lowls, asses and camels. In vain do they 
live who do not eat the sheep. 


_ 29. Thus O Salya, the young and old 
inhabitants of Sakala, sing and cry under 
the influence of liquor. How can there be 
virtue among such people ? s 


30. You should know this. I will now 
recount to you again what another Brah- 
mana said to us in the Kuru court. 


31—32. There where the forests of Pilus 
stand and the five rivers Shatadru, Vipasha 
Iravati, Chandrabhaga and Vitasta and 
which have the Sindhu for their sixth faw 
there in those regions is situated the 
Province called the Arattas distant from’ 


Himavat. ‘This Province is shorn of virtue 
and religion. No one should go there. 
33—34. The celestials, the aacestral 


manes and the Brahmanas never accept 


gifts from fallen persons, from those that’ 


are begotten by Sudras upon women of' 


i other castes and from Valhikas who never 


20. When:shall I be in the midst of | 


those women who live on cakes of flour and 


and meat and balls of barley and skimmed | 


milk in the forests having pleasant paths 
of Shami, Pilu and Karira ? : 


‘'o1. When shall I, surrounded by my 


countrymen, muster strong on the high | 


roads, fall upon the passers by, carry away 
heir robes and attires and beat them re- 
peatedly ? 
22. What man is there who will live 
willingly even for a moment in the midst 
of Valhikas who are so fallen, wicked and 
of fraudulent conduct? 
23. Thus did the Brahmanas describe 
the vile Valhikas, a sixth of whose merit 
and demerit, you possess, O Salya. 
. Having said this the pious Brah- 
Tatts oe Bene thing about the wicked 
Valhikas. Hear what l say. . 


i2 


A . | perform Yajnas and are greatly irreligious. 
19. When shall I be happy in the com- | 
pany of those inebriate women amid the | 


This the learned Brahmana also said in 
the Kuru Court. 


35. The Valhikas, who have no feelings 
of revulsion, take their food in deep wooden 
vessels, earthen plates in vessels that have 
been licked by dogs and those that have 
been stained with pounded barley and other 
corn, 

36. They drink the milk of sheep, 
camels and asses and eat curds and other’ 
preparations of those various kinds of 
milk. 


37. There is a number of | bastards: 
among those fallen people. ‘There sis no 
food or no milk that they do not take.. 
‘The ignorant Aratta Valhikas ‘should 
always be avoided. ; ‘ 


38. You should always know this, Q 
Salya. I will now speak to you what an- 
other Brahmana said in the Kuru court. 


39. How can a man attain to the 
celestial region having drunk milk in the 
town called Yugandhara and lived in the, 
place called Achyutastala aq l bathed in 
the spot called Bhutilaya. $ 
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40. WNo,respectable man should live even 
for two days where the five rivers flow just 
after issuing from the mountains and where 
live Aratta Valhikas, 

There are two Pishachas in the river 


I . p 
; Vipasha named Vahi and Hika. The 
Vahikas are the offsping of those two 


Pishchas. They are not creatures created 
by God. Being of such a low brith how 
can they know the duties laid down in the 
Scriptures. ? 


42. ‘The Karashkaras, the Mahishkes, 
the Kalingas, the Keralas, the Karotakas, 
the Virakas and other people who have no 
religion should always be avoided by men. 


43. A Rakshasa woman of huge hips, 
thus spoke to a Brahman, who once went 
to that country for bathing in a .sacred 
water and passed a single night there. 





44. This Province passes under the 
name of Arattas. And the people who live 
there are called Valhikas. ‘I'he Brahmanas 
of the Jowest order also live there from a 
very ancient time. 


45. They are ignorant of the Vedas and 
void of knowledge. They do not perform 
Yajnas nor can help others in them. They 
are all fallen and many of them have been 
begotten by Sudras upon other caste girls ; 
the gods never accept gifts from them. 

46. The Prasthalas, the Madras, the 
Gandharvas, the Arattas, Khasas, the 
Vasatis, the Sindhus and the Samviras also 
follow these reprehensible practices. 


Thus ends the Seriy-fourth chapter, the 
conversation betweon Karna and Salya in 
the Karna Parva. 


— 


CHAPTER XLy, 


(SARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Karna said :— 


1. You should know al} this, O Salya, 
I shall again speak. Hear attentively what 
I say, 

2. Ones on. atime a 
to our house as a guest. He was highl 
pleased with our conduct and Said to roe 


I lived for a long time alone ona 
summit of the Himalaya mountain, since 
then I have seen various countries following 
various religions. 


4. But I have never seen a country wh 
` all the people are irreligious, All the race 
I havc met with recognise as religion what 


Y Persons conversant 


Brahmana came 


with the Vedas, 


5. Wandering through var'ous co untries 
following diverse religions, I came at last 
O king, among the Vahikas. There J 
heard, 


6. That one at first becomes a Brah- 
mana and then becomes a Kshatriya. A 
Vahika after that will beconve a Vaishya, 
then a Sudra and then a barber, 


T Having become a barber he will again 
become a Brahmana. Attaining again to 
the position of a Brahmana he will again 
become a slave. 


8. One member’ of a family becomes a 
Brahmana. All others falling off from virtue 
act as they please. The Gowharas, the 
Madrakas and the little- witted Vahikas are 
such. 


g. Having wandered over the entire 
earth I heard of these sinful practices and 
irregularities amongst the Vahikas. 


to. You should know this, O Salya; I 
will speak to you again these words blaming 
tħe Vahikas which another p?rson said 
to me. 


11. In the days of yore a chaste woman 
of the country of Aratta was abducted by 
robbers ; they violated her, on which she im- 
precated a curse on them saying— 


12. -Ås you have sinfully ravished a girl 
who has no husband all the women of your 
famihes will become unchaste. 


13. You villains, you wilt never escape 
the consequences of this great iniquity. Ig 
is for this, O Salya, that the sisters’ sons 
of the Arattas become their heirs and not 
their own. sons. 


14—15. Kauravas with 
the Shalyas, the Matsyas, the Naimishas, 
the Koshalas, the ISashapaunctras, the 
Kalingas, the Maghadas, and the Chedis, 
who are all blessed, are conversant with 
the eternal religion. Even the wicked of 
every country know what religion is; the 
Vahikas are however divested of piety. 


16. The the Kurus, the Pan- 
chalas, 


the Panchalas, 


the five rivers, 


17. Knowing all these, O Sal a, Okin 
you should hold your tongue’ ike one of 
ase words în all matters connected with 
religion and virtue, You are the guardian 
IS race and therefore 


and the king of thi 
Pertake of the tenth Part of their virtue 


d sin, 


18. -Or perhaps you pertake of i 
. ` th 
Portion of their sins aly for fai eves 


Protect them, A king who protects his 


t 


~ 
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people is only entitled to the sixth portion 
of their virtue. You are not a sharer of 
their virtue. 

19. Inthe days of yore when the eternal 
religion was held in reverence in all coun- 
tries, the grand-father, marking the con- 
duct of those living in the land of five rivers, 
denounced them. 


20. When even in the golden age the 
Brahman had consumed those fallen men 
of evil deeds who were begotten by Sudra | 
on others’ wives who can put them to | 
shame? | 


21. Thus did the grand-father condemn 
the practices of the land of five rivers. 
When all the people observed the duties of 
their respective orders he kad to find fault | 
with those people. 


22. You should know all this, O Salya, 
f will speak again to you. A Rakshasa by 
the name of Kamalashapada, while bathing 
in a tank said, 
` 23. Begging is a Kshatriya’s dirt, the 
non-observance of vows is that of Brah- | 
mana. The Vahikas are the dirt of the | 
eacth and the Madra women are the dirt 
of the whole female sex. ' 

24. While goining down the stream a | 
king rescued the Rakshasa. Asked by the 
former the latter gave this answer. Í will 
recite it to you, listen. 

25. The Mlechas are the dirt of the 
humanity, the oil-men are the dict of 
Mlechas; eunuchs are the dirt of oilmen. 
And they who appoint Kshatriyas as priests 
in their yaguas are the dirt of eunuchs. 

26. The sin of those persons who ap- 
point Kshatrivas as their priests as well as 
that of the Madrakas will visit you if you 
do not abandon me. 

27. This was declared by the Rakshasa 
as the Mantra that should be used asa | 
remedy for curing’a person possessed by a 
{{akshasa or one killed by poison. 

28. The Panchalas observe the duties 
laid down in the Vedas; the Kauravas 
observe truth; the Malsyas Surasena per- 
form Yajnas; the people of the east follow 
the conduct of the Sudras. Those of the 
south are fallen; the Vahikas are thieves, 
the Saurashtras are bastards. 


2g. They are defiled by ingratitude, 
theft, drunkenness, adultery with the wives 
of their preceptors, harshness of speech, 
slaughter of kine, absence from house dur- 
ing night for bad purposes, the using of 
other people’s ornaments. What sin is 
there that they cannot commit? Fie on 
Arathas and the people of the land of the 


five rivers. 
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(30. The Panchalas, the Kauravas, the 
Naimishas, the Matsyas all these are con- 
versant’ with religion. Even the old people 
of the North, the Angas and Magadhas 
follow the practice of the pious. 


31. Many gods, led by Agni, reside in 
the East. The ancestral manes live in the 
South presided our by Yama the just. 


32. The West is ruled over by the 
powerful Varuna;who is superior to all the 
gods there. The North is guarded by the 
Divine along with the Brahmanas. 


33- The Rakshasas and Pichashas pro- 
tect Himavat, the best of mountains. The 
Guhykas protect, O great king, the mount 
Gandhamadana. Forsooth does Vishau 
otherwise called Janarddana protect all 
creatures. 


34. The Magadhas are conversant with 
hints, the Koshalas can understand what 
they see. The Kurus and Panchalas can 
understand half-expressed words. The 
Salyas cannot understand till the whole 
thing is expressed. 


35- The mountaneers like Sivis are very 
dull. The Yavanas are omniscient, O king 
and the Suras are particularly so. 


36. The Miechchas are steeped in their 
own fanciful creations—other inferior people 
cannot understand any thing. Vahikas 
never accept good counsels and Madrakas 
are none amongst them. You are such, O 


| Salya, you should not give me any reply. 


37. Madras are called the dirt of all 
nations on earth so the Madra woman is 
called the dirt of the entire female sex. 


38. There is none more wretched than 
he whose duty consists in drinking wine, 
violating the bed of his preceptor, destroy- 
ing the embryo by miscarriage and robbing 
ather people of their riches. Oh fie on the 
Arthas and the people of the land of five 
rivers. 

39. Knowing this, be silent. Do not 
try to contradict me. Do not make me kill 
Keshava and Arjuna after having killed 
you first. 


Salya said :— 


40. To forsake the distressed and sell 
children with wives are the practices of 
Angas whose king you are, O Karna. 


41. Remembering your faults that were 
recited by Bhishma.before the assem- 
bled car-warriors and mighty car-warriors 
drive away your anger and be not angry. 


42, In every country, O Karna, there 
are Brahmanas, the Kshatriyas, the Vai- 
shyas, the Sudras and the chaste women 
observant of good vows. z 
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43. In every country, men jest with ma 
and wound each other, and there are lustfu 
men, 

44, There is in every country and every 
moment men who are experts in speaking 
of the faults of others. ‘There is none who 
knows his own faults and knowing them 
becomes ashamed. 

45. In every country there are kings 
observant of their own religions and en- 
gaged in repressing the wicked, And in 
every country there are virtuous men. 

46. There is no country, O Karna, where 
every one is sinful. ‘There are men in many 
countries who excel even the gods by their | 
good conduct. 5 


Sanjaya said :— 

47. Thereupon the king Duryodhana 
stopped Karna and Salya, addressing the 
son of Radha as a friend and requesting | 
Salya with joined hands. : 

48. Karna was pacified, O Sire, and did 
not speak anything more. Salya, then ad- 
vanced against his enemies. 


- 49. Thereupon smilingly Karna once 
more excited Salya saying ‘go on.” 


` Thus ends the forty-fifth chapter, the 
end of wordy war-fare between Kurna and i 
Salya in the Karna Parva. 





-CHAPTER XLVI. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1, Thereupon beholding that unrivalled | 
arrangement of the army of Partha pro- 
tected by Dhristadyumna who was capable 
of resisting all hostile armies Karna, 


2. Proceeded sending up leonine shouts 
and making his chariot produce a loud rattle, 
He made the earth tremble with the loud | 
din of musical instruments, 


3. That chastiser of foes, irrepressible 
„in battle, seemed to tremble jn anger. Then’ 
arranging his own army in counter array, 


tbat.. beroe of great energy, O best of 
Bharatas, 


„4. Made a great havoc of the Pandava 
army like Indra killing the Asura army. 
Then wounding Wudhishthira with many 
arrows he placed the son of Pandu to his 
ight. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


5. Howaslid, O Sanjaya, the San of 
Radha arrahge his army against the Pan- 
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davas led by Dhristadyumna and protected 
by Bhimasena—all those great bowmen in- 
vincible even to the very gods. ' 


6. Who stood, O Sanjaya, at the one 
wing and at the other of my army? Divid- 
ing themselves duly how were they sta- 


tioned ? i 


7. How did also the sons of Pandu 
arrange their army against mine? And 
how did that great and dreadful battle 
begin ? 

8. Where was Vibhatsu when 
proceeded against Yudhishthira ? 
could successfull 
Arjuna ? 


9. Who else except the son of Radha 
who wishes to keep his life, would fight ui 
Arjuna who had defeated single-hande 
formerly all creatures at Khandava ? 


Sanjaya said :— 
“10. Hear now of the arrangement of the 
army and how Arjuna came and how the 


battle was fought by both sides encircling 
their respective kings. 


Karna 
Who 
y assail Yudhishthira before 


, 


11. O king, Saradwata’s son Kripa, the 
highly active Magadhas and Kritavarina of 
the Satwata race stood at the right wing. 


12—13. Standing at the right of thesé 
and accompanied by many dauntless Gand« 
hara horse-men armed with bright lances 
and; many invincible mountaneers numerous 
as the swarms of locusts and grim-visaged 
as the Pishachas, Shakuni and the powerful 
car-warrior Uluka protected the Kuru army, 


14. Thirty-four thousand cars of the 
Samsaptakas. never to come back from the 
battle-field mad after fight, encircling your 
son and desirous, of killing Krislina and 
Arjuna, protected the left side. 


15. The Kamvojas, the Sakas, the Ya- 
vanas, with their cars, horses, and infantry 
stood on this left challenging Arjuna and 
the poweiful Kesava. 
In the centre, 
head of the army, cla 
brautiful coat of ma 
bracelets and garland 
: 12. Protected b 
that heroe, the f 
Weapons, shone 
drawing his bow. 


18—19. The mighty- ; 
endued with the a ghty-armed Dussasana, 


stood Karna at the 
d in armour and a. 
il and adorned with 
s, for protecting it. 

y his greatly angry sons} 
oremost of the wielders of 
at the head of his army 


of thearmy ona huge ele hant and proceed- 
ed therefrom. Tien followed P Nine Olen: 
-Péror, the king Duryodhana himself protect- 
ed hy his own brothers, clad in beautiful 
Mails and riding on beautiful horses, 








` the son of Suvala, 


Slikandin proceed against 
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20. Protected by the high! i 

i ghly energetic | 

Madrakas and Kekayas the ting showed 

there like the performer of hundred sacri- | 

fices surrounded by the celestials. 
| 
| 
i 
| 
4 


21. Ashwathama and other leading car- 
warriors, and many infuriate elephants 
sheding temporal juice, resembling a mass 
of clouds and driven by brave Mlechichas 
followed that car force. 


22. With Vaijayanti flags, shining wea- 
pons and riders they appeared like hills fill- 
ed with trees. 


23. The rear of that elephant army was 
protected by thousands of horses with 
swords and Patticas never to return back 
from battle. 


24. Brilliantly adorned wih cavalry, 
car-warriors and elephants that best of 
armies looked exceedingly picturesque like 
that of the gods or of the demons. 


25. That army arranged after the plan 
of Vrihaspati by ils expert commander | 
appeared to dance and strike terror into the 
hearts of the enemies. 


26. Like the continual clouds of the | 
rainy season, the infantry, cavalry, car- 
warriors and elephants, desirous of battle, 
began to issue from all the wings. | 

27. Beholding Karna at the head of the 
army Yudhisthira addressed the following 
words to Dhananjaya, that slayer of focs, 
the one heroe in the battle. 

28. Behold, O Arjuna, the great army | 
arranged by Karna. ‘Lhe enemy's army 
shines with all its wings. 

29. In the face of such a huge army you 
should take such precautions as we may | 
not be defeated. 


30. Thus accosted by the king, Arjuna 
replied with joined hands ‘ Every thing | 
will be done as you say. Nothing will be { 
otherwise.” 


31. Iwill bring about the destruction 
of the enemy, O Bharata. By killing the 
head of this ,army, l will encompass their 


destruction. 


Yudhisthira said:- 
a7. Having this in view you your- 
AA against the son of Radha ; let 
Bhimasena procecd geal oui 
inst Vrihsena, Sahadeva agains 
Naken Eene f Sasanika against Dus- 
the best of Sinis; Salyaki against 
nite of Hridika, and Pandya against 
the son of Drona. I myself will fight with 


Kripa. 
Let the sons © 





f Draupadi, with 
the reniaining 
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sons of Dhritarastra, Let the other heroes 


| proceed against the rest of our enemies, 


Sanjaya said :— 


35- Thus addressed by the pious Yudhis~ 
thira, Dhananjaya said ‘so be it,’ and 
ordered his army. He then himself pro- 
ceeded to the head. 


1 


36—37. Keshava and Arjuna preceeded 
to battle on that prime car, for which the 
leader of the universe Agni who derives 
his effulgence from Brahman became the 
horses and which in the days of yore had 
successively carried Brahma, Siva, Indta 
and Varuna one after another. 


38. Beholding that wonderful car ad- 
vance Salya once more addressed the fol- 
lowing words to that highly energetic 


| warrior the son of Adhiratha. 


59. There comes the car drawn by white 


| horses and having Krishna as its driver, 


the car which even all the soldiers cannot 


| resist as the fruit follows the work. ‘There 


comes the son of Kunti slaying all his foes 
along the way, he of whom you were en- 
quiring. 

4o. Undoubtedly they are the great 
Vasudeva and Arjuna as a tremendous up- 
roar deep as the muttering of clouds is 
being heard. 

4t. A cloud of dust is overspreading 
the welkin like a canopy. ‘The whole earth, 
O Arjuna, is shaking cut deep by the 
wheels of Arjuna’s cars. 

42. Violent winds are raging on both 
the sides of the army. The carnivorous 
animals are yelling aloud and the animals 
are emitting dreadful cries. 

43. Behold, O Arjuna, the dreadful and 
evil Ketu of vapoury form, capable of mak- 
ing hairs erect. It has appeared covering 


i the sun. 


44. Behold various sorts of animals in 
large numbers and many powerful wolves 


i and tigers are looking at the sun. 


45- Behold those terrible Kankas and 

vultures in thousands sitting with faces to- 
wards one another as if holding a conver- 
sation. ; 
. 46. O Karna, the coloured chowries 
attached to your huge car are waving 
roughly and your pennon is also trem- 
bling. : 

47. See, your beautiful and large horses 
endued with great speed resembling the 
beautiful Garuda in the sky, are also 
trembling. 

4S. It is evident from pese evil omens 
© Karna, that hundreds and thousands of 


2 
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kings, deprived of their lives, will sleep 
the eternal sleep in the Feld of baule, 

49. There is being heard the hair-stir- 
ring and loud sound of the conch, ‘The 
sound of drums and cymbals, O son of 
Radha, is being also heard on all sides. 


50. The whizz of the various sorts of 
shafts and the noise of chariots, horses and 
men is also being heard. Listen, O Karna, 
to the twang of the bows of the various 
warriors. 


51. Many flags of diverse colours and 
embroidered with gold, made by skiful 
artizens, are shining on Arjuna’s car shaken 
by the wind. 


52. See, O Karna, also the banners of 
Arjuna, adorned with rows of bells and 
golden moons and stars, like lightning on 
the clouds, 


53. Those banners, producing a sound, 
are being shaken by the wind; the high- 
souled Panchalas with their cars decked 
with flags look like the gods on their cars. 


54. Behold the heroic Vibhatsu, the son 
of Kunti, invincible in battle and having a | 
flag with the emblem of a monkey, is coming 
forward to assail his enemies. 


- 55. On the top of Partha’s banner a 
dreadful monkey is being seen capable of | 
increasing the anger of the enemies. 


56. These are the discus, club, Sranga 
bow and the conch of the intelligent Krishna. 


The Kaustava jewel appears Leauuful (on 
the breast of) Krishna. - 


57. The highly energetic Vasudeva with 





club and Sranga bow in his hands is dt iving 
the yellow horses endued with the speed of | 
the wind, 


“58. This is the twang of the bow Gan- 
diva drawn by Savyasachin. These sharp- 
“ened arrows discharged cff his hands will 
kill the enemies. 


` 59. The earth is strewn with the heads 
ol the kings who never come back from the 
battle-field, having expansive coppery eyes 
and faces like the full moon. $ 


6o. There are falling, the arms, re- 
sembling the spiked maces, with weapons 
and smeared with scents, of warriors taking 
delight in fight and contendiug with uplift- 
ed weapons. ` 


61, Horses with eyes, tongues and en- 
trails drawn out, with their riders are 
falling, fallen and lie dead on earth, 

62. Wounded, mangled and pierced by 
Partha, lifeless elephants, kuge as moun- 
tain tops, are falling down like hills. 


_ 63: The @rs, resembling the cities of 
_ the Gandharvas, with the kings slain are 





falling down like the celestial cars, on the 
wane of the piety of the inhabitants of 
heaven, 


64. Behold, the army has been greatly 
assailed by Kiritin as various animals are 
by a lion, 


65. Coming forward the heroic Pandavas 
are killing the kings, a good many ele- 
phants, horses, car-warriors and foot sol- 
diers of your army engaged in battle. 


66. Partha is not visible like the sun 
covered with clouds; The top of his car 
is being seen and the twang of his bow is 
being heard. 


67. You will see him to-day, O Karna, 
about whom you are enquiring—that heroe, 
with white horses and Krishna as his driver 
engaged in killing the enemies in battle. 


68. You will see today, O Karna, sta- 
tiond on the same car in battle those two 


| foremost of men with coppery eyes—the 


subduers of enemies—Krishna and Arjuna, 


69. O son of Radha, you will be our 
king if you can slay him to-day who has 


Krishna for his driver and Gandiva for his 
bow. 


70. Challenged by Samsaptakas Partha 
proceeds against them ; the powerful warrior 


is making a great havoc of his enemies in 
battle. 


71. Thereupon Karna in anger said to 
the king of Madras who had spoken thus. 


“See Partha is being assailed on all sides 
by the Samsaptakas. 


72. Like the sun covered by cloud Parth 
is no longer visible. Plunged into the deep 
of warriors O Salya, Partha is sure to dic.” 


Salya said :— 


73. Who is there who can slay the god 
of water with water and fire with fuel? 


Who is there who'can get hold of the wind 
or drink off the ocean 2 


74. Methinks, to assail Partha is just 
like this. Even the very gods and demons 
united together with Indra at their head 
cannot discomfit Arjuna in battle. 


75. Better satisfy yourself and make 
your mind comfortable by saying this. 
Partha is not to be conquered in battle. 


Better fulfill some other object you may 
have in view, 


76. He who will lift up the earth on his 
two arms, or consume all creatures with his 
wrath or hurl down the gods from heaven, 
may defeat Arjuna in battle, 


77. Behold Bhima, the other heroic son 
of Kunti who is never worn out with fatigue, 
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shining in his native lustre, mighty armed 
and is like the second Meru. 


78. With his anger always burning, 
bent on wrecking revenge the highly ener- 
getic Bhima stands there with a view 
to acquire victory, remembering all his 
wrongs. 


There 
Yudhisthira, the foremost of the pious and 
the conqueror of enemies’ cities. The ene- 
mies can never resist him in battle. 

80. There stand the twins Nakula and 
Sahadeva, the two Ashwinis, the two fore- 
most of men, invincible in battle. 


81. ‘There stand the five Vrishni heroes 
like five mountains desirous of fighung all 
equal to Arjuna in battle. 


82. There stand the proud, beautiful 
heroic and highly energetic sons of Diıaupadi 
headed by Dhristadyumna. 


83. ‘There advances against us Satyaki, | Ses, Ua 
| engaged in fighting, arrows, bows, swords, 


“the foremost of the Satwatas, irresistible like 
Indra, with a view to fight like Death bim- 
self in anger. 


84. While’these two best of men were 
thus speaking to each other the two armies 
encountercd in battle like the streams of 
Ganga and Yamuna. 


Thus ends tha forty-sixth chapter, the | 


beginning of battle in Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XLVII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 
1. While armies thus encountered each 


other, did Partha, O Sanjaya, assail the | 


Samsaptakas and Karna the Pandavas. 


2. Skilled in narration as you are, re- 
count at length the incidents of the battle 
tome. Iam never satiated with listening 
to the accounts of the prowess of heroes. 


Sanjaya said :— 

3. Disregarding the huge hostile array 
arranged in that way Arjuna arrayed his 
force in proper form on account of the evil 
policy of your son. 


4. The huge army of the Pandavas, 
abounding in infantry, cavalry, elephants 
and cars and led by Dhristadyumna, looked 
magnificient. 


5. With his horses white as the pigeons 
and endued with the effulgence of the sun 
or the moon the son of Prishata, with bow 
in hand, shone like Death himself in 
body. 


stands the impartial king | d l v e 
| ed against them, drawing his Gandiva bow. 


PARVA. 
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6. The sons of Draupadi desirous of 
fighting stood by the side of the son af 
Prishata. They had celestial coats of mail 
and weapons and were powerful like tigers. 
hey followed him like stars following the 
moon, 


7. Beholding the Samsaptakas in battle 
array, Arjuna, worked up with anger, rush- 


8. With a view to kill Arjuna the Sam- 
saptakas bent upon acquiring victory, ad- 
vanced against him, making death their 
end. 

g. Those brave warriors with men, horses, 
infuriate elephants and cars began quickly 
to assail Arjuna. 


10. Furious was their encounter with 
Kiritin. It resembled that between Arjuna 
and Nivata IKavachas, as we have heard. 


ti—12. Thousands and thousands of 
cars, horses, flags, elephants, foot-soldiers 


| discus, battle-axes, uplifted arms holding 








weapons and heads of enemies were cut by 
Partha. 


13. Considering his car drowned into 
that whirlpool of warriors resembling the 
bed of the nether region the Samsaptakas 
sent up loud war-cries. 


14. Slaying all his enemies in front 
Partha killed those that stood ata distance, 
then those that were on his right and back 
like Rudra himself killing in anger the entire 
animate creation. 


And exceedingly dreadful was the 


15. 
ith the Panchalas, 


encounter of your army w 
Chedis and Srinjayas. 


16—17. Kripa, Kritavarma, Sakuni, the 
son of Suvala, with cheerful soldiers, all 
greatly worked up with anger and capable 
of striking the car-warriors fought with 
Koshalas, the Kachis, Matsyas, Karushas, 
Kekayas and Surasenas all of whom were 
highly terrible in battle. 


18. That great battle, destructive of life, 
body and sins, brought on fame, virtue and 
heaven forall the Kshatriya, Vaishyas and 
Sudra heroes that engaged in it. 


19—20. O best of Bharatas, meanwhile, 
the king Duryodhana, with all his brothers 
and Kuru heroes and many powerful Ma- 
draka car-warriors, protected Karna while 
he fought with the Pandavas,the Panchalas, 
the Chedis and Satwaki. 


21. Destroying that huge army with his 
sharpend arrows and assailing many leading 
car-warriors Karna afflicted Yudhishthira. 


22. Sundering the armour, „weapon and 
bodies of thousands of his enemies, killing 
them by thousands and sending them to 
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heaven to earn fame Karna gave great 
delight to his friends. ; 
23. Thus, O father, the battle, putting 
an end to men, horses, and cars, between 
the Kurus and Srinjayas resembled that 
between the gods and demons in the days 
of yore. 
` Thus ends the forty-seventh chapter, in 
Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER XLVIII. 
(KARNA PARVA).—Continued. 


Dhritarashtra said :— 


t Tell me, O Sanjaya, how Karna, 
having caused a great carnage and entered 
into the midst of the Pandavas assailed the 
king Yudhisthira. 


2. What leading warriors amongst the 
Pandavas resisted Karna? Whom did 
Karna crush before he could assail 
_ Yudhishthira ? : 


Sanjaya said :— 
3. Seeing the follewers of the Pandavas 
Jed by Dhristadyumna stationd for battle, 


Karna, the subduer of foes, rushed furiously 
against the Panchalas. 


“4. The Panchalas, desirous of victory, 


advanced against that high-souled one who | 


came quickly as the swans go to the ocean. 


5. Then there arose from both the armies 
the sound of a thousand conches capable 
striking terror into hearts as well as that of 
bugles. 


6. Then there arose the dreadful sound 
‘of various other musical instruments, the 
noise of the elephants, horses and cars and 
leonine shouts of the heroes. 


7: The entire earth with her mountains, 
trees and oceans, the sky enshrouded with 
clouds driven by the wind and the whole 


firmament with the sun and the moon, seem- 
ed to tremble. 


8. So dreadful appeared the noise to all 
Creatures and they became all agitated. 
The weak amongst them fell dead. 


. 9.. Then worked with great anger and 
invoking speedily his weapons Karna began 
to assail the Pandava host like Indra grind- 
ing the army of the demons. 


~ 10. Entering ‘into the midst of the 
Pandava army and discharging-his arrows 
Karna killed seventy seven leading warriors 
among the Prabhadrakas. 


11. Then the twenty five shar ‘0 
furnished with }beautiful wings of thee Rene 
_ £at-warriors killed twenty five Panchalas. 


i 





12. With many gold feathered Narachas 
capable of piercing others’ bodies the heroe 
killed hundreds and thousands of the 
Chedis. 


13. While he was performing those 
superhuman feats in battle a large number 
of Panchal: cars surrounded him quickly on 
all sides, O king. 

14. © Bharata, then setting five dread- 
ful arrows. Karna, the son of Vikartana,’ 
killed five Panchalas. 


15. _He killed in battle the Panchal is— 


Bhanudeva, Chitrasena, Senabindha, . 


Tapana and Soorasena. 


16, The heroic Panchalas being thus kill- 
ed with arrows there arose lamentations 
Alas! and Oh of the Panchalas in that 
great battle. 


17. Then ten car-warriors amongst 
Panchalas surrounded Karna whom all he 
quickly killed with arrows. 


18. Then the two protectors of Karna’s 
car-wheels, his two invincible sons, Sushena 
and Satyasena began to fight reckless of 
their lives. 


19. The powerful car-warrior Vrishae 
sena, the eldest son of Karna, himself pro- 
tected his father’s rear, 


20—21. Thereupon, — Dhristadyumna, 
Satyaki, the five sons of Draupadi, Vriko- 
dara, Janmejaya, Shikhandin and many 
leading warriors among Probhadrakas, and 
many amongst the Chedis, the Kekayas 
and the Panchalas, the twins, the Matsyas, 


all clad in mail rushed upon Karna to kill 
him. 


22. Showering upon him various kinds of 
weapons and arrows they began to assaib 
him like the clouds striking the mountain 
breast during the rainy season. 


23. To rescue their father, the sons of 
Karna all of whom were sinless and many 
heroes of your army resisted them. 


24. Cutting off with a broad headed 
bow, that of Bhimasena, Sushena pierced, 


him on the breast with seven Narachas and 
made a loud war-cry. 


25. Therenpon taking up another strong 
bow and Setting it right in haste the highly 
powerul Vrikodara cut off Sushena's bow. 


26. Worked up with anger and as if 
dancing on his car he quickly bored through 
Sushena with ten arrows and pierced Karna 


himself with seventy sharp arrows within 
the twinkling of an eye. 


27. Then with ten other arrows Bhima 
struck down Bhanusena, another son of 
Karna, with horses, drivers, arms and flags 
before the eyes of his friends, 
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28. Sundered by a razor-headed shaft 
the beautiful head of the youth with a moon- 


like countenance appeared like a lotus 
plucked from its stalk. 


29. Having killed: Karna’s son Bhima 
began to assail your army once more; sun- 


dering the bows of “ripa and Hridika's son | 


he beyan to assail those two heroes. 


30. Striking Dussasana with ten 
arrows and Sakuni with six he deprived 
both Uluka and Patatri of their cars. 


31. Then saying to Sushena “you are 
killed" Bhima took up another arrow. Karna 
cut it off and pierced Bhima himself with 
three arrows. 


32. Bhima then took up another power- 
ful arrow and discharged it at Sushena. 
Karna cut off that too. 


33. With a view to save his son and kill 
the ruthless Bhima Karna struck the former 
with seventy-three dreadful arrows. 


34. Then taking up an excellent bow 
capable of bearing a great strain Sushena 
struck Nakula on the arms and the chest 
with five arrows. 

35- Striking his antagonist with twenty 
strong arrows capable of bearing a strain 
Nakula too sent up a loud wa-cry and 
struck terror unto Karna. 

36. Then striking Nakula with ten ar- 
rows, the powerful car-warrior Sushena, 
quickly cut off his bow with a razor headed 


arrow. s 

37. Then Nakula, beside himself with 
anger, took up another bow and withstood 
Sushena with nine arrows. 


38. Then, © king, covering all the 
quarters with arrows that subduer of hostile 
heroes killed Sushena’s driver, striking 


Sushena himself with three .rrows and then 
sundered into pieces his highly strong bow 
with three Bhallas. 

39. Then beside himself with anger 
Sushena took up another bow and pierced 
Nakula with sixty arrows and Sahadeva 
with seven. 

4o. ‘Then there took place a dreadful 

encounter between those herves striking one 
another like that between the gods and 
demons. 
_4t. Having killed Vrishasena’s driver 
with three arrows Satyaki sundered his bow 
with a Bhalla and killed his horses with 
seven arrows. 

42. Then crushing down his standard 
with another arrow he struck Vrishasena 
himself on the breast with three arrows. 
Thus struck Vrishasena became senseless on 
his car but stood up again within the twinkl- 
ing of an eye. e 


13 a 


iron | 
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43. Deprived of his driver, horses, 
chariot and flags by Yuyudbana, Vrisha- 
sena, armed with sword and shield, then” 
rushed against him with a view to kill him.. 


44. As his antagonist advanced against | 
him Satyaki struck at his sword and shield 
ten arrows with beads like a boar's ear. 


45. Seeing Vrishasena deprived of his 
car and weapons Dussasana placing him 
on his own car then speedily put him on 
another, 


46—49. Then riding on another car the 
powerful car-warrior Vrishasena pierced 
the five sons of Draupadi with seventy and 
Yuyudhana with five, Bhimasena with sixty 
four, Sahadeva with five, Nakula with 
thirty, Satanika with seven, Shikhandin 
with ten 3and king Yudhishthira with a 
hundred arrows. O monarch, the great 
bowman, the son of Karna, continually 
assailed with arrows those and many 


| leading heroes all having victory in views 


The invinciule Vrishasena protected the 
rear of Karna in battle. 

50. Having deprived Dussashana;of, 
his driver, horses and car, with ninety nine 
iron arrows the grandson of Sini struck 
him then on his forehead with nine arrows. 


51. Then riding on another car properly 
equipped once more he began to fight with 
the, Pandavas from within the division of 
Karna. 


52. Then Dhristadyumna pierced Karna 
with ten arrows, the sons of Draupadi pier-. 
ced him with seventy three arrows and 
Yuyudhana with seven. : 


53. Bhimasena pierced him with sixty 
four arrows and Sahadeva with seven. 
Nakula pierced him with thirty arrows and 
Satanika with seven. The heroic Shikhandin 
pierced him with ten and king Yudhishthira 
with a hundred. 


54. Worked up with the desire of victory 
those and other foremost of men began ta 
assail that great man, Suta's son, in that 
terrible battle. ; 
` 55. Moving about in his car the heroic 
son of the charioteer, the subcu-r of foes, 
pierced each of them with ten arrows. 


56. There, O monarch, we witnessed 
the wonderful strength in the handling of 
weapons and the light-handedness of the 
high-souled Karna. 


57. People could not mark when he took 
up his arrows, when he aimed them and 
when he discharged them. ‘hey only saw 
his enemies slain by his anger. 3 ' 


58. The sky, the earth and the firma- 
ment were filled with his sharpened arrows. 
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ament looked brillant as if cover- 
eae smitten with the rays of the 
sun 
highly powerful son of Radha, 
ane ay n his end as if „dancing, 
ierced each of his antagonists with iyice 
as many shafts as each of them had struc 
him with. 

6o. Once more striking each of them 
and his horses, drivers, car and flag with 
ten arrows he sent up a loud war-cry. His 
antagonist then gave him a way. 

61. Having crushed those powerful bow- 
men with showers of arrows, tke son of 
Radha, the subduer of foes, entered un- 
opposed into the thick of the army led by 
the Pandava king. 


62. Having broken down thirty chariots 
of the Chedis who never return from the 
battle-field (the [son of Radha pierced 
Yudhisthira with many sharp arrows. 


63. With a view to rescue the king from 
the son of Radha many Pandava *warriors, 
with Shikhandin and Satyaki surrounded 
him. à 

-64. So did the powerful and brave, bow- 
men of your army firmly guard the irre- 
sistible Karna in that battle. 


65. O king, then there arose the sound 
of various musicial instruments and the 
leonine roars of brave heroes rent the sky. 


- 66. The Kurus and Pandavas once 
more undauntedly! mct with each other, the 
former led by Karna and the latter by 
Yudhisthira. : 


Thus ends the forty-eighth chapter, the 
Aight between Karna and Yudhisthira in 
the Kerra Parva. 


CHAPTER XLIX. 
(KARNA PARVA—Continwed.) 


Sanjaya said :— 
1. Riving through that army Karna 
encountered the pious king surrounded by 


thousands of cars, elephants, horses and 
foot-soldiers, 


2. Sundering with hundreds of dreadful 
shafts the thousands of arms discharged at 
him by his enemies Karna fearlessly went 
through the army. 


3- The chartoteer’s son sundered the 
heads, the arms, and the thighs of his 
enemies who, deprived of life, fell down on 
earth, Others, finding ‘their division dis- 
‘persed, took to their heels, 





4. The Dravida, the Andhaka, and the 
Nishada infantry, excited by Satyaki once 
more rushed upon Karna with a view to 
kill him in that battle. ` 


5. Shorn of their arms and head-dresses 
and killed by Karna with his arrows they 
fell down all at once on earth like a forest 
of Sala trees cut down. 


6. Deprived of life and filling the heaven 
and earth with their fame, hundreds, 
thousands and ten thousands. of warriors 
fell down with their bodies on earth. 


7. The Pandus and Panchalas obstruct- 


-ed Karna, the son of Vikartana who pro- 


ceeded in anger to battle like the destroyer 
himself even as people seek to obstruct a 
disease with incantations and drugs. 


8. Grinding all those combatants Karna 
once more rushed upon Yudhisthira like an 
irresistible disease] unchecked _by incanta- 
tions, drugs and rites. 


9. Then obstructed by Pandus, Pan- 
chalas and Kekayas who were all desirous 
of rescuing the king he could not overcome 
them as Death cannot those conversant 
with Brahman. 


10. Thereupon beholding Karna, the 
slayer of hostile heroes, obstructed at a 
distance, Yudhisthira, with eyes reddened 
with anger, said. 


11. O Karna, O son of a charioteer, O 
you of vain seeing, hear my words. You 
always challenge in fight Phalguna of 
quick speed. 


12. Abiding by the counsel of the so 
of Dhritarashtra you always obstruct us. 
You bring all your strength, energy and 
hatred to bear upon the Pandus. 


33. Do you display to-day all your great 
manliness. J will to-day give battle, and 
destroy your desire for fight. 


14. Having said this to Karna, the 
monarch, the son of Pandu, pierced him 
with ten arrows, made of iron and furnished 
with golden wings. 


15. Then that Swta’s son, the subduer 
of fots and a great bowman, pierced him 
mretwn as if smiling, O Bharata, with 
ten arrows furnished with heads like the 
call’s tooth. 


16. Thus placed by Suta's son in con- - 


tempt the mighty-armed heroe was worked 
up with anger like fire with oblation. 


17. Then stretching his huge bow made 
of gold he set sharp arrows: capable of 
breaking down the mountains; 


18. With a view to kill the Suta’s son he 
drew his bow to its fullest stretch and dis- 


charged thatfatal shaft as the rod of the 


destroyer himself, 
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19. Discharged with great velocity and | the assistance of the Brahma weapon and 
making a sound like that of a thunderbolt | filled all the quarters with his arrows. 
the arrow suddenly pierced the great car- 


warrior Karna on his teft side. 37. Like burning fire having arrows for 


i r: its scorching flame Karna fought on cone 
20. Greatly assailed by the violence of | suming that forest of Pandava troops. 


Wiat spike tt a, wi 3 at 
ant h GUC powerful Karna, with weak 38. Aiming some powerful weapons and 

ed limbs, swooned away on his car his bow |}, j 

droppineicamitcnend laughing the noble Karna, the great bow- 
pping À D \ man, sundered the bow of that best of men, 
21. Seeing Karna in that state the huge | Yudhishthira. 

army of Dhritarashtra's son exclaimed Oh! 

and alas! and the faces of all the warriors 

became pale. 


39. ‘Thereupon aiming ninety straight 
arrows within the twinkling of an eye Karna 
cut off, with those sharp arrows, the armour 

22. Q monarch, witnessing the power | of his antagonist. 
of their king the Pandava army sent up | 40. Made of gold and set with jewels 
leonine roass and cries of joy. i | that armour looked beautiful as if it fell 

23. Regaining his sense in no time the | down like the cloud driven by the wind and 
dreadful son of Radha made up his mind to | smitten by the rays of the sun, 


kill Yudhishehica. 41. The armour,’ adorned witht jewels 
24. Drawing his dreadful bow made of | fallen off the body of that foremost of men, 
gold, Vijaya, the vailant son of Suta, began | appeared like the sky in the night bespang- 
to resist Pandu’s son with his sharp arrows, | led with stars. 2 
25. Then with two razors he killed in 42. Having his armour sundered with 
that battle Chandradeva and Dandadhara, | those arrows the son of Pritha covered with 
the two Panchala princes who guarded the | blood, hurled in anger at the son of Adhi- 





wheels of the high-souled (Pandu king). ratha a dart made of iron. 
a6. Each of those heroes stood by Vud- 43. He too cut of that (dart) shining in 
hishthira shining like the constellation į the sky with seven arrows ; suridered with 
Punarvasu by the side of the moon. shafts by that great bowman it reached ure 
73. Wudhishthira again struck Karna | earth. i 


with thirty arrows. He pierced Susliena 44. Then striking Karna with fouc 
-and Satyasena each with three arrows. lances on his two'arms, forehead and chest 
28. He also struck every one of Karna’s Yudhishthira again and again seat up loud 


‘body guards with tliree straight arrows. | shouts. 





i = blood gushed out from Karna 
. Then laughing and shaking his bow 45. Theu : 3 
the son of TERETE wounded the king's + wounds. ‘Then filled with anger breath 


` S : f 
body with a Bhalla, then pierced hin with ing like a smake te cut zont hfs ES 
ixtv acows and then ‘sent op a loud war- standard and struck Pandava with three 
ay: z T Bhallas. He also cut off his two quivers 


i 
| and car into Pieces. 
| 46. Riding on` the car drawn by horses 
| white as teeth and having black hairs which 
anger and began to assail him with their | used to bear Partha the king :fled away 
arrows. | from the batte-field. 
31-33 Satwaki, Chekitana, Yuyutshu, | 47. Unable to stand before Karna, thus 

i 

f 

[i 

| 

| 

j 

| 

| 


30. Then to rescue the king many leading 
` Pandava warriors fell upon Karna in great 


er met om „of Draupadi, the | did the son of Pritha, with his charioteer 
rabhadrakas I 5 = A ER ERT 
Shishupala, the Karushas, the Matsys, the Patin SD nner ty we ane inet 
Vhuras, the Kaikayas the Kashis and the Rend a SE RSNA O king, said, smiling 
Koshalas, all those valiant and highly active and, the son A OF Bene ? 
warriors assailed Vashusena. The Panchala and ar t 7 Ra var eee en 
i j K with . “In what family are y oy 

price es ee areko observe the duties of a Kshatriya, 


Deon RERA CICNE Karna with a veiw to | Why do you leave the battle-field in haste, 
A to save your life? 


i im they all rushed upon him with f 
Sone DET, such a boar-eared, 50. Methinks, you do not know the 
Narachas, Natika, Nishat, Calf-toothed, ; dutics of a Kshatriya. Endued with Brahma 
Vipata, razor shaped, with diverse other | force, you are better fitted for the study 
weapons chariots horses, elephants. of the Vedas and sacrificial rites. x 

36. Thus assailed on all sides by the | sı Do not, O son of Kunti, fght again. 
leading . Pandava warrors Karna invoked į Do noi approach lerocs and use harsk. 
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words towards them and do not go to great 
battles.” 

52. Having said this and left off the son 
of Pritha the highly powerful Karna began 
to slay Pandava like the holder of thunder- 
bolt, the army of Asuras. 

53 Then the king Vudhishthira, O king, 
took to his heels quickly in great shame. 

54. Secing-the king take to his heels, 
the Chedis, the Pandavas, the Panchalas 
and the powerful car-warrior Satyaki, the 
heroic sons of Draupadi and the twin sons 
of Madri followed him of eternal glory. 

55. Thereupon beholding the retreat of 
the army of Yudhishthira the heroes pursu- 
ed them in great delight. 

56. Then there arose the leonine shout 
of the sons of Dhritarashtra accompanied 
by the sound of bugles, conch, Miidangas 
and the twang of bows. 


57. Getting upon quickly the car of 
Srutakirti, Yudhishthira began to witness 
the prowess of Iarna. 


58. Then beholding his own army slain 
the pious king Yudhisthira said to his own 
warriors “Kill them; why do you sit idle?” 

59. Thereupon obtaining the command 
of the king all the mighty car-warriors of the 


Pandavas headed by Bhimasena rushed upon ` 


‘your sons. 
_ 60. O Bharata, then there arose a great 
tumult of the warriors, chariots, elephants, 
horses, infantry and weapens. 

61. “Rise, strike, face the foe” uttering 


those words the warriors killed one another : 


in that great battle. 

62. On account of the showers of arrows 
discharged by them a shadow as that of 
clouds seemed to spread over the field 
abounding in best of men killing those 
weaker then they. 

63. Deprived of their standards, flags, 
umbrelas, horses, drivers, weapons, armas, 
and other limbs, the kings, weakened, fell 
down on earth. 

64. Resembling mountain summits, the 
best of elephants with their drivers slain, fell 
down like mountains clapped by thunderbolt. 

65. With their armours, and other equip- 
ments torn and shattered thousands of horses 
‘and warriors fell down. 

66. There fell in battle thousands of foot 


soldiers with their limbs wounded by 


weapons and deprived by hostile combatants 
of their elephants, horses and cars. 

67 The earth was covered all ov i 
heads of heroes, dreadful in battle, Snes 


expansive coppery eyes and with faces re- 
sembling the lotus or the moon. , 


68. People heard on the earth as well as 
in the sky noise proceedin : from the singing 
and music of the band of Apsaras going 
in celestial cars. 

69. Having placed on their cars thou- 
sands of heroes slain in battle the Apsara‘ 
went on. 

7o. Beholding that wonderful spectacle 
the heroes, desirous of attaining to theaven, 
quickly and delightedly killed one another. 


71. In that battle the car-warriors fought 


wondrously with car-warriors, the infantry , 


with infantry, «he elephants with elephants 
and horses with horses. 


72. When the battle, destructive of ele- 
phants, horses and men, thus raged on the 
field was enshrouded with dust raised by 
the troops ; the enemies then killed enemies 
and friends killed friends. 


73. ‘Then there took place a skirmish 
destructive of life and sins—the warriors 
dragging one another by their locks, biting 
one another with their teeth, tearing one 
another with their nails and striking one 
another with their clenched fists and fight- 
ing with one another with bare arms. 


74. As that battle, destructive of ele- 
phants, horses and men, raged on fiercely 
a river of blood flew from the bodies of men, 
horses and elephants. 


75. That stream carried away many 
bodies of men, horses and elephants that 
. fell there. 


76. In that huge army abounding in 
men, horses and elephants, the river, formed 
: by the blood of men, horses and elephants, 

became miry with flesh and that highly ter- 
: rible river, striking terror into the timid, 


carried away the bodies of men, horses and 
elephants. 


77. Some, desirous of ‘victory, crossed it. 


Some plunged into its depths and some rose 
, above its surface. 


78. ‘Their limbs, weapons and robes be- 
came all besmeared with blood. O fore- 


| most of Bharatas, some bathed in it, some 


drank its liquid. 


70: We saw the cars, horses, men, ele- 
‘ pħants, armours, ornaments, robes, coats 


of mail, earth, sky and heaven all well-nigh 
| besmeared with blood. 


i 80. With the smell, the touch, the taste, 
the exceedingly redness of the blood and its 
gushing sound almost of the warriers became 
| very cheerless. 


! 81. The Pandava heroes headed by 
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Bhimasena anu Satyaki once more fell im- { as a sacred trust; do you all, 


petuously upon the army aleady beaten. 


82. Beholding the irrepressible force of 
their attack, the army of your sons, O king, 
turned their back. 


83—84. With armours and coats of mail, 
displaced, weapons and bows loosened frem 
their hands, your army, abounding in cars, 
horses, elephants and men, fled away in all 
directions, being ayitsted by the enemy as 
a herd of elephants in the forest is afflicted 
by lions. 


Thus ends the forty. ninth chapter, the 
combat fight in the Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER L. 
(KARNA PARV)-—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1—2. Beholding the Pandava troops 
rush upon your army, O monarch, Duryo- 
dhana checked his soldiers on all sides, 
O best of Bharatas. 
O king, cried at the top of his voice still 
his flying troops refused to stop. 


3- 
the Kauravas well-armed fell upon Bhima 
in battle. 

4. 


\ 
j 


419 


shaking off 
lethargy, address yourselves to protect him. 


12. Having said these words and made 


tall the quarters resound with a loud and 


| 
| 
i 


Although your son | 


leonine shout the mighty-armed Bhima 


proceeded towards Adhiratha’s son. 


_ 13. Beholding Bhima, who takes delight 
in battle, advance quickly, the king of 
Madras said to the charioteer’s son. 


Salya said :— 

14. Behold, O Karna, the large-armed 
son of Pandu, worked up with anger. For- 
sooth he wishes to discharge at you his 
anger, accumulated for a long time. 


15. O Karna, this form of his, I had 
never seen before even on the destruction 
of Abhimanyu and the Rakshasa Ghatot- 
kacha. 

16. He bears such a form, burning like 
the fire of dissolution, as it appears that 
he, when angered, is capable of resisting the 
three worlds, 


Sanjaya said :— - 
17. O king, while the son of Radka 
thus said to the king of Madras, Vriko- 


| dara, burning with anger, approached 
i Karna. 
18. Beho!ding Bhima, who takes delight 


Then one and the other wing of the ; 
army, and Shakuni, the son of Suvala and | 


t 


Beholding the army of Dhi itarashtra, | 


with all the kings flying Karna said tothe ; 


king of Madras. 
of Bhima.” 


5. ‘Thus accosted by Karna, the king of 
Madras urged those best of horses of the 
color of swans to where Vrikodara was. 


6. Thus urged by Salya, the ornament 
of battle those horses, approaching the 
chariot of Bhimasena, mingled in battle. 


7. Seeing Karna approach Bhima too 
was filled with anger and made-up his 
mind to kill him. 

8. He then said to the heroic Satyaki 
and Dhristadyumna, the son of Prishata :— 
“You two protect the pious king Yudhis- 
thira. With great difficulty he escaped 
a perilous situation in my presence. 

. Before my very eyes the wicked son 
of Radha cut off the king's armour and 
robes for the gratification of Duryodhana. 

to. I shall go to-day to the end of that 
misery, O son of Prishata. I shall either 
¿slay to-day in battle Karna or he will kill 
‘me with a dreadful encounter. I tell yon 
the truth. 

1r. To-day I make over the king to you 


“Proceed towards the car į 


in battle thus approach the son of Radha, 
as if smiling, said to Salya. 

19. “O kine of Madras, what you have 
said to me to-day regarding Bhimasena is 
ali true; there is no doubt about it. 


20. This Vrikodara is heroic, brave and 
wrathful. He does not care for any while 
protecting his body and is superior ĉo all in 
vital strength. 

21. While living secretly in the city of 
Virata, he depending merely on the strength 
oi his own arms, slew secretly, to satisfy 
Draupadi, Kichaka with all his relations. 


22. He to-day stands at the head of the 
battle, clad in mail and is beside himself 
with anger. He is ready to engage in battle 
with the destroyer armed with uplifted 
mace. 

23. I have cherished this desire all 
through my life that either I shall kill 
Arjuna or Arjuna will kill me. 


24—25. That desire of mine may be ful- 
filled to-day on account of my encounter 
with Bhima. If I kill Bhima or overpower 
him Partha may come against me. That 
will be good for me. Decide without any 
delay what you think proper for the mo- 
ment. 


26—27. Hearing these we of the 
highly energetic son of Radha Salya re- 
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i he 
lied :—'"O heroe, proceed against t 
highly powerful Bhimasena. Having over- 
‘powered him you may then obtain Phal- 
guna. 

28. Your determination, your long- 

cherished desire, O Karna, will be accom- 
plished to-day. I tell you the truth. 
29, Thus accosted Ka rna once more 
said to Salya. ‘Either I will kill Arjuna 
in battle or he will kill me. Givng your 
heart to battle, proceed [where Vrikodara 
is.” 

30. . Then, O king, Salya quickly went 
.on his car where that great bowman Bhima, 
was engaged in belabouring your army. 

. gr. , Then there arose, O king, the sound 
of trumpets and drums when Karna and 
-Bhima met. 

32. Worked up with anger the powerful 

Bhimasena began to rout your army, whom 
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43. Discharged by the powerful Bhinia, 
that arrow, making a sound like that of a 
thunderbolt, struck Karna in that battle 
like the thunderbolt itself clapping a moun- 
tain. 

44. O descendant of Kuru, thus struck 
by Bhimsena, the Commander Suta’s son 
sat down senseless on the terrace of his 
car. : 

45. Beholding the Suta’s son insensible 
the king of Madras carried him away on 
his car trom the battle-field. 


46. After Karna's defeat Bhima began 
to belabour the huge army of Dhartarashtra 
like India routing the Danavas. 


Thus cuts the fiftieth chapter the defeat 
of Karna tn Karna Parva, 





(CIRO Te? TURE GS 


it is so difficult to vanquish, with his sharp | 


:and polished arrows. 


33- O monarch, that encounter between 
Bhima and Karna in battle became dread- 
ful and the noisethereof was tremendous. 


34.. Beholding Bhima approach towards 
him, Karna, otherwise called Vaikartana or 


Vrisha, filled with anger, struck him on the 


chest with an arrow. 
35- Once more the highly 


Bhima two enshrouded-him with Narachas. 


36. With nine sharp and bent arrows 
he struck Karna who again cut off his bow 


in twain with winged arrows. 


. 87» Sundering his bow he once more 
struck him on the chest with a highly keen 
‘arrow capable of cutting off all kinds of 


arms. 


+ 38. Then, O king,’ taking up another 
the vital 
Parts are, pierced the son of the charioteer 


w, Bhima, who knew where 


‘to the very vitals with sharpened arrows. 


39. Then Karna struck him with twenty-. 
-five arrows like a hunter striking a proud 
and infuriate elephant in the forest with a 


number of blazing brands. 


40—41. Thereupon with his limbs man- 
gled by arrows, beside himself with anger 
.and his eyés reddened with pride and ire 
the son of Pandu set on his bow a highly 
-impetuous and excellent arrow Capable of 
-bearing a heavy strain and riving - the 


-mountains. 


42. ‘Stretching with great free his ae 
ima), filled with 
slaying Karna dis., 


to his cars the Maruti f 
zanger #44 desirous o 
charged t, 


energetic 
Karna covered him with a shower of ar- 
rows. Thus struck by the charioteer’s son 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Dhristarashtra said :— 
1. Highly difficult was this feat per- 
formed by Bhima, O Sanjaya, by which the 


mighty-armed Karna was caused to lie 
| down on his car. ; 
kao 4 There is Karna who alone will kill 









the Pandava along with Srinjayas’—This 
my son Duryodhana oftentimes said to me, 


3. Beholding the son of Radha van- 
quished by Bhimsena in battle what did my 
son Duryodhana do afterwards ? 


Sanjaya said :— 
Seeing Karana's retreat in that great 


battle, your son, O king, said to his own 
brothers. 


5. ‘ May good betide you! Go quickly 
and rescue the son of Radha who is plun- 
ged into the fathomless calamity conse- 
quent upon the fear of Bhimasena.”’ 


6. ‘Thus commanded by the ‘kin 
those princes, worked up with anger an 
desirous of killing 
towards him like a s 
a blazing fire. 


7—8. They were Srutarvan, Durddhara 
Kratha, Vivitsu, Vikata, Soma, Nishangih, 
Kavachin, Pashin, Nawa, Upanedaka 
Duspradharsha, Savahu, Vatavega, Su- 


varchas, Dhanurgral A = 
dha, Shala and Sha. ae ee 


9: Encircled by large car-force, those 
highly energetic and powerful. princes 
approaehed Bhimasena and surrounded him 
on all sides, 

10—11. 
-| all. sides sh 


warm of insects,towards 


They discharged at ‘him from 
lowers of arrows of various sorts. 


Bhimasena, proceeded ' 
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Thus assailed by them, O kin i 

I ] ; g. the hight 
powerful Bhima soon killed fifty BEN 
car-warriors and five hundred from amongst 
your sons who fell upon him, - 


"12. Worked up.with anger, Bhima, O 
king, with a Bhalla, cut olf the head of 
Vivitsu, adorned with ear-rings and a crown 
and a face resembling the full-moon, ‘Thus 
cut off the prince fell down on earth. 


13. Beholding their heroic brother slain 
your other sons, from all sides, rushed upon 
. the terribly powerful Bhima. 


14. With two Bhallas Bhima killed two 
other sons of yours in that great battle. 


15. Then Vikata and Saha, looking like 
two celestial youths, fell down on earth 
like a couple of trees uprooted by a tem- 
pest. : 

16. Then in a moment Bhima des- 
patched Kratha to the abode of Yama with 
a long keen arrow. Deprived of life that 
prince fell down on earth. 


17. O king, when those your heroic sons, 
_ great bowmen, were being thus killed people 
began to send loud cries of lamentations. 
18. When your army was once more 
agitated Bhima sent Nanda and Upananda 
in that great battle to the abode of the 
Regent of death. 


` 19. Beholding Bhimasena in battle be- 


have like the Destroyer himself at the end | 


of Yuga your sons, worked up greatly with 
fear, took to their heels. 


__ 20, Seeing those sons of yours thus slain 
Karna once more urged on his swan-like 
horses to where that son of Pandu was. 


21. 
Madras, approached quickly the car of 
Bhimasena and entered into battle. 


22. 


was highly dreadful and fierce and accom- 
panid by a loud noise. 

23. Seeing, O king, those two powerful 
Car-warriors near each other | became 
Curious to observe the course of fight. 


24. Then boasting of his power in battle, 
O king, Bhima covered Karna with Nara- 
cha in the presence of your sons. 

25. Then Karna, a master of best wea- 
pons, worked “up with anger, struck Karna 
with nine Bhallas purely made of iron. 


26. Thus struck by Karna the highly 
powerful and mighty-armed Bhima struck 
his antagonist in return with seven arrows 
shot off his bow-string drawn to his ear. 


27: Then sighing like a serpent of dead- 
venom, O` king, Karna covered the son 


ly Pandu with a thick shower of arrows, 


of 


The horses, driven by the king of , 


The encounter, O king, that once | 
more took place between Karna and Bhima. | 
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_ 28. Then covering the mighty car-war- 
rior Karna with a shower of arrows in: 
return before the very eyes of the ICauravas 
Bhima sent up a loud war-cry. i 


29. Then worked up with anger Karna’ 
grasped his bow very strongly and struck 
Bhina with ten Kanka. feathered arrows 
whetted on stone. With another sharp ` 
Bhalla he cut off Bhina’s bow. 5 


30. Then taking up a dreadful Parigha 
adorned with gola resembling the rod of 
death the mighty-armed Bhima, with a- 
view to kill Karna, hurled it at him mak- - 
ing a great roar. 


e 


31. Then the serpentine arrow Karna 
sundered into pieces Parigha that was 
about to fall making a sound like that of ‘2 
thunderbolt. 


32. Then taking up a bow ‘with grim 
; grasp Bhima, the grinder of enemies, cover- 
| ed Karna with arrows. 
| 


33- Then there took place a dreadful 
encounter between Karna and Bhima desir- 
| ous of discomfitting each other every 
| moment like that between Hari and Indra. 


34. Thereupon O king, drawing firmly 
to his ear the bow Karna struck Bhima 
with three arrows. 


35- Then pierced by Karna the great 
bowman, the foremost of the stron , took’ 
up a dreadful arrow capable of piercing 
ICarna’s body. 


36. Piercing his coat of mail and body 
O king, that arrow entered into the earth 
like a snake entering into a noble-hill. 


37. Then with that heavy stroke Karna 
trembled on his car, as if bewildered like 
j a mountain at the time of earth-quake. 


3S. Thereupon O great king, filled with 
anger and revenge Karna discharged’ 
twenty-five Narachas at Bhima. 


39. With one arrow he then cut off 
Bhima’s standard, and with another Bhalla 
: be despatched Bhima's driver to the abode 
of Yama. 

4o. Then quickly cutting off his bow: 
‘with another winged arrow Iarna deprived 
Bhima of dreadtul feats of his car. ` 


41. O best of Bharatas, deprived of his 

i car the mighty-armed Bhima, who resem- 

bled the Wind-God, took up a mace and’ 
jumped down from his excellent car. - 


42. Jumping down furiously from his 
car Bhima began to kill your troops, O 
king, like the wind destroying the autumnal 
clouds. : 


43. “Suddenly the son of Pandu, the con- 
sumer of enemies worked up with anger, 
dispersed seven hundred elephants with 
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tusks as large as plough-shares and all 
skilled in smiting hostile soldiers. 


44. The powerful heroe, conversant with 
vital parts, “killed all those elephants strik- 
Ing them on their temples, frontal globes 
eyes and in parts above the gums. 


45. Then filled with fear those animals 
ran away, But again urged on by their 
drivers tl ey surrounded Bhimasena like the 
clonds covering the sun. 


46 Like Indra, striking. down mountains 
with his thunderbolt Bhima, with his mace, 
struck down those seven hundred elephants 
with their riders, weapons and standards. 


47. Then the son of Kunti, the subduer 
of foes, struck down fifty two highly power- 
ful elephants belonging to the son of 
Suvala, 


48. Then scorching your army the 
Pandava killed, in bati!e, a hundred of cars, 
and hundreds of powerful foot soldiers. 


49. Scorched by the sun and the high- 
souled Bhima your army began to shrink 
like a piece of leather spread over a fire. 


59. O foremost of Bharatas, filled with | 
anxiety consequent upon the fear of Bhima, 
your troops avoided him and fled away in 


all directions. 


51. Then five hundred car-warriors, clad 
_ in excellent coats of mail, fell upou Bhima 
~ with loud shouts discharging a shower of : 
arrows on all sides. | 


52. Like Vishnu killing the demons 
Bhima, with his mace, destroyed those 
valiant warriors with their drivers, cars, 
banners, standards and weapons. 


§3- Then three thousand cavalry led by 
Sakuni, held in esteem by all brave men 
and armed with darts, swords and lances, 
dashed on the great Bhima. 


54. Advancing impetuously towards them 
and conrsing in various ways that slayer of 
foes killed them with his mace. 


55. While they were thus being assailed 
by Bhima loud sounds arose among them 
like those from among a herd of elephants 
struck with a large piece of rock. 


56. Having killed those three thousand 
excellent horses of Suvala’s son in that way 
he rode upon another car and worked u 
with anger proceeded against the son of 
Radha, 


57- Karna too, O king, covered with 
arrows in battle Dharma’s son, the subduer 
of foes and struck down his charioteer, 


58. Beholding him thus fy away quickly 
in battle the mighty car-warrior Karna 
pursued him shooting staight Kanka 
feathered arrows. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





M 


og. 


59. Covering the earth and sky with 
arrows, the son of the wind-God (Bhima) 
covered him with a shower of arrows while 
he pursued the king. 


60. Then quickly returning, the son of 
Radha, the subduer of enemies, covered 
Bhima on all sides with sharpened arrows. 


61. Then placing himself on the side of 
Bhima’s car, O Bharata, the highly energe- 
tic Satyaki began to afflict Karna who was 
in front of Bhima. 


62—63. Though greatly assailed by 
Satyaki Karna still approached Bhima; 
approaching each other, those two best of 
archers, the two highly energetic heroes, 
appeared highly resplendant as they dis- 
charged arrows at each other. 


64. Spread by them, O king, in the sky 
those arrows, shining as the backs of crane, 
looked exceedingly fierce and terrible. 


65. On account of those thousands of 
arrows,.O king, neither the rays of the sun 
nor the cardinal quarters conid be seen 


į either by ourselves or by the enemy. 


66. ‘The fierceness of the sun’s rays burs 


, ing at midday was removed by those thick 


showers of arrows discharged by Karna 
and the son of Pandu. 


67. Beholding the son of Suvala, 
Kritavarma, Drona’s son, Adhiratha’s son 
and Kripa fiight with the Pandavas the 
Karuvas rallied and came back to the. 
battle. ; 


63. O king, the army, dashing impe- 
tuously agairist the enemies, caused a 
tumult resembling’ the terrible noise made 
by many oceans swollen with rams. 


69. Furionsly engaged in fight the two 
armies became filled with delight as the 
warriors saw and seized one another, 


70. When the sun was at its meridian 
they engaged in fight the like of which was 
never seen or heard of before. 


71. One powerful division, meeting with 
another such, rushed upon it with impe- 


tuousity like a huge collection of water rush~ 
ing towards the. ocean, 


72. ‘The din, caused by the two armies 
as they roared at each other, was loud and 
deep like that which is heard 
oceans mingle with one another. 


73. That the two furious armies, aps 
proaching cne another, formed one mass 


like two furious rivers that run into each 
other, 


74. Then a dreadful 
Place between the Kurus an 


were actuated b 
glory, 


encounter took 
d Pandavas who 
y the desire of gaining 


when several . 
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Y3. O descendant of Bharata, as those 
Warriors called one another by name a 
regular confusion of voices was heard. 


Variegated with flesh and blood thé earth 
appeared as if decked with gold. 


10—11. 
+76. In that battle, his antagonist was | from uke fal O E RE 
made to hear bya heroe whatever matter | rings and other ornaments stripped off the 
of ridicule he had of his father, mother, | bodies of the warriors, collars, cuirasses, 
conduct or character. bodies of brave bowmen, coats of mail and 
i 
| 


17: Beholding those heroes reviling one | banners, lay scattered on the earth. 

another in battle, O king, I thought that the 12. O kin i 
attle, i f g, the elephants approaching 

lease of their life had run oui. other elephants tore one another with their 


78. Beholding the bodies of those highly | tusks. Struck with the tusks of assailing 
energetic and wrathful heroes my mind:was | ©l¢phants they iooked beautiful. 
possessed by great fear, and I ‘thought, 13. Bathed in blood those huge creatures 
what will become of them ?” looked resplendent like moving hills covered | 
79. Then, O king, the mighty car- with metals and streams of liquid chalk. ` 
warriors, Pandavas and [Kauravas, began 14. Many of them seized the lances 
to pierce one another with sharpened | hurled by horsemen whilst others broke 
arrows. À and twisted them, 


Thus ends the fifty first chapter, the con- 15. Many huge elephants, with their 


fused fight in the Karna Parva. armours cut off with arrows, looked like 
mountains divested of clouds at the approach 


of the winter. 


16. Many leading elephants, struck with 
gold-winged arrows, looked beautiful, like 
mountains whose summits ate lighted with 
torches. š i 

17- Struck y their antagonists some of 
those creatures, huge as hills, fell down in 
battle like winged mountains. 


18. Others, afflicted with atrows and 
much pzined by the wound, fell down on the 
earth in that dreadful encounter with their 
frontal globes or the parts between their 
tusks. 


19. Others roared like lions. And many 
emitting terrible sounds ran hither and 


charged at one another in that terrible thither, and many, O king, uttered cries of 


encounter. pain. 
4. Dreadful showers of arrows shot 20. Horses, adorned with golden trapp- 
through like locusts. ings, killed by arrows, fell down or became 


5. Elephants struck elephants, horses weak or ran in all directions 
routed horses and the car-warriors fought 21. Others, wounded with arrows or 
with car-warriors. dragged, feil down on the earth making 


fir Pin 

6. There fought foot-soldiers with foot- diverse kinds of motion in agony. 
soldiers, and the infantry with the cars and 22—23. Men also slain fell down on the 
elephants and horsemen and elephants with | earth uttering many cries. Many beholding 
the three other kinds of forces. They began their relatives, fathers, grand-fathers,-— 
to crush,O monarch,-and grind one another. while others, seeing thcir retreating enemics 
< On account of those combatants strik- called one another by their own and their 


Ing one another and shouting at the top of | family names. 
their voices, |the battle-field became awe- 24. Cut off by enemies, tie arms of many 
ful, resembling the slaughter ground of | warriors adorned with galden ornaments 
creatures. fell down on the carth and writhed in agony. 
8. Covered with blood, the earth looked 
like a vast plain in the season of rains 
covered with red coccinella. 
9. The earth assumed, as it were, the 
form of a youthfu! maiden of great beaut 
clad in white robes dyed with deep red, 


14 





CHAPTER LIL 
{KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 
Banjaya said :— 


1. Desirous of slaying one another and 
tcherishing hatered, the Ishatriyas, O mon- 
arch, killed one another in battle. 

2. Cars, horses, men and elephants, O 
monarch, in large numbers, encountered 
one another on all sides. 

3. We saw the falling maces, Parighas, 
Kunapas, lances, arrows and rockets dis- 


25. Thousands of such arms fell down on 
the earth and sprang up, and many seemed 
to dart forward like five-headed snakes. 


26. © king, those arms, resembling the 
bodies of serpenis, pasted with gold and 


hoo ee EE ee eee 
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besmeared with blood, appeared like little 
mountains. 

27. When such a dreadful battle raged 
on all sides, people not knowing themselves 
killed one another. 


28. When everything was covered with 
dust raised by the weapons, they, O king, 
could not recognise who were their own, and 
who were their enemies. 


29. Then there took place a dreadful 
encounter and there flew a river of blood 
striking terror unto all. 


go. It was filled with heads forming 
the rocks. The hairs of the warriors form- 
ed the floating weeds and mosses. Benes 
formed the fishes; and bows, arrows and 
maces formed the rafts by which to cross 
them. 


31. Flesh and blood formed tkeir mire. 
Thus dréadful and terrible rivers, with 
currents swelled by blood, were formed 
there. 


gz. They struck terror unto the timid 
and increased the joy of the brave. Those 
awful. rivers led to the abode of Yama. 
And many plunged’into those rivers strik- 
ing terror unto the Kshatriyas and died. 


g3- © best of men, on account of many 
carnivorous animals emitting yells on all 
sides the battle field became terrible, like 
the territory of the Regent of the Dead. 


34. And innumberable, headless trunks 
rose on all sides. And many terrible 
creatures eating flesh and drinking blood 
and fat began to dance around. 


35. And gratified with fat, marrow and 
flesh crows, vultures and cranes were seen 
to move about in delight. 


36. The heroes, however, O king, shak- 
ing off fear and observing the warrior’s 
vow, fearlessly did their duty. 


37- On that field where innumerable 

arrows andd arts passed through the airand 

_ where various carnivorous animals in large 

numbers and the brave warriors armed 
moved about displaying their powers. 


38—39. They called out one another by 
their own and family names. And many 
taking the names of their fathers and fami- 
lies began to assail one another with darts, 
lances and battle axes. 3 

40. In that-onset the Kuru army be- 
came divested of its{strength and unable to 
stand any longer like a ship foundered on 
the bosom of the ocean. 


Thus ends the fifty-second chapter, the 
thick fight in the Karna Parva, 


CHAPTER LIII. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. While that war, destructive of the 
Kshatriyas, raged on, the dreadful twang of 
the Gandiva bow was heard, O Sire. 


“2. O king, there the son of Pandu 
brought about the destruction of the Sam- 
saptakas, the Kosalas and the army of 
Narayana. 


3. The Samsaptakas*too, desirous of ace 
quiring victoryjand worked up with rage, 
made a downpour of their arrows from alf 
sides on the head of Partha. 


4. That shower of arrows, O king, the 
powerful Arjuna soon checked and plunging 
into battle destroyed many leading car- 
warriors. 


5 Having assailed the car-warriors 
with Kanka-feathered and sharp arrows, 
Partha approached the mighty car-warrior, 
Susharma. 


6. That foremost of car-warriors made 
a downpour of arrows, and the Samsaptakas 
too covered Partha with their shafts. 


7. Thereupon, Susharma having pierced 
Partha with jten quick-coursing arrows 
struck Janarddana on his right arm with 
three arrows. Then with another Bhalla 
he struck down his standard. 


8. That huge monkey, created by 


Vishwakarma, O king, being terrified emit- : 


ted a tremendous roar. 


9. Hearing the roar of. the monkey, your 
army was agitated. And possessed by ter- 
rible fear they became inactive, 


lo. Becomihg inactive, O king, that 
army looked like the garden of Chitraratha 
filled with various flowers. 


tt. Then regaining their consciousness, 
O foremost of Kurus, your soldiers made 


a downpour of arrows on Arjuna like clouds 
on a mountain, à 


12. They, then, all surrounded the buge 
car of Pandava. And -then assailing RE 
with sharpened arrows they, desirous of 
killing him, began to emit terrific cries. 


13. Then assailing with great'vehemei 
his horses, the wheels of hig iias Belles 


his car, O sire, th 
leonine roars. ` sy, began to, sendiup 


14. Some among them seized 


th , 
arms of Kesava and others seize arent 


who was on his car, g Arjuna 


15. Then shaking his arms o th 
of battle Keshava struck down all ae es 





f 
| 
| 
} 
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lixe an elephant assailing other leading ele- 
phants. 


16. Surrounded by those mighty car- | 


warriors, and, beholding his car assailed 
and thus Keshava attacked, Partha, boiling 
with rage, overthrew a large number of car- 
warriors and foot-soldiers. 

17. He then covering all those warriors, 
who were near him, with arrows, worthy of 
a close thus contest addressed, Keshava :— 

‘18. “Behold, O Krishna, O you of long 
arms, those numberless Samsaptakas, bent 


upon a dreadful feat, are killed by 
thousands. 2 
19. O foremost of Yadus, there is none 


on earth, save myself who is capable of 
bearing such a close attack on his car.” 

20. Having said this Vibhatsu blew his 
Devadatta conch and Krishna his Pancha- 
janya filling the earth and sky with the 
blare. 

21. Hearing that sound the army of the 
Samsaptakas began to tremble and were 
filled with fear. 

22. O monarch, then repeatedly invok- 
ing the Naga weapon, Paridava, the slayers 
of hostile heroes, tied down their legs. 

23. When they were thus bound down 
by the high-souled son of Pandu, O king, 
they became inactive like horses and dogs. 

24. Then the son of Pandu began to slay 
all those inactive warriors as Indra killed 
the Asuras in the days of yore in his en- 
counter with Taraka. 

25. They, thus being slaughtered in 
battle, began to leave the best of cars and 
throw off all their weapons. 

26. Having their legs bound down they 
could make no effort, O king. Then Partha 
slew them all,with his straight arrows. 


27. All those warriors, against whom 
Partha discharged his weapon of tying legs, 
were encircled by serpents in battle. 


28. Then beholding his army thus bound 

down, O king, the mighty _car-warrior 
Susharma speedily invoked his Sauparna 
weapon. 
. 29. Then numerous vultures began 
to come down and devour snakes. Then, 
O king, beholding those birds the serpents 
began to fly away. 

go. Freed from that foot-trapping weapon 
the Samsaptakas, O monarch, looked 
like the sun giving rays unto all creatures 
when freed from clouds. 


r 1. Thus freed, the warriors once more 
` discharged their arrows and weapons at 





: 
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Arjuna’s car. And alt of them pierced 
Partha with numerous weapons. 


32. Cutting off with his own arrows the 
brightly weapons showered on him, Vasava's 
son, the slayer of hostile heroes, began to 
kill those warriors. 


33. Thereupon Susharma, O king» 
struck Arjuna to his very vitals with arrows 
and three weapons. 


34. Deeply wounded and feeling great 
pain Arjuna sunk down on the terrace of 
his car. Then all the soldiers cried aloud 
Partha is killed. 


35. Then there arose the blare of conch, 
the profuse sound of bugles, and many 
other musical instruments. and the leonine 
roars of the warriors. 


36. Then regaining his consciousness 
the highly energetic Arjuna of white 
steeds and with Krishna for his charioteer, 
quickly discharged the Aindra weapon. 

37. Thereupon, thousands of arrows 
were seen on all sides which killed the kings 
and elephants. Thousands of horses and 
cars were also destreyed by those weapons. 

3g. The army being thus slaughtered 
they were possessed by terrible fear. 

39. O descendant of Bharata, there was © 
no man amongst the Samsaptakas and 
Gopalas who could withstand Arjuna. 


40. There in the very presence of all 
the herczs Arjuna began to destroy your 
army. Beholding that slaughter all of them 
were petrified and could not display their 
prowess. i 

41. Having killed ten thousand warriors 
in that battle the son of Pandu shone like 
the blazing fire without smoke. 

42. He then killed fourteen thousand 
warriors, Ayuta cars and three thou- 
sand elephants. 

43. Then the Samsaptakas surrounded 
Dhananjaya determined upon either gain- 
ing victory or meeting with death. 

44. Then there took place a dreadful 


‘encounter between your army, O king, and 


the heroic, diadem-decked son of Pandu. 


Thus ends the fifty third chapter in 
Karna Parva. 


CHAPTER LIV. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued, 
Sanjaya said :— 


1—2. Beholding the Kuru army afflic- 
ted with the fear of Pandu’s son and sinking 
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i boat foundered in the ocean, Krita- 
eee Kripa, Drona’s son, Suta’s son, 
Ulaka, Suvala's son Shakuni and the 
king himself with his brother, came to their 
rescue. 

3. Then there took place an encounter 
for the time being capable of striking 


terror unto the timid’ and increasing the | 


delight of the heroes. 


4. The downpour of arrows made by 
Kripa in the battle covered the Srinyajas 
like a swarm of locusts. 


5. Thereupon Shikhandin, worked up 
with anger, speedily approached the son 
of Gotama and discharged a shower of j 
arrows upon that best of men. | 


6. And checking that downpour of 
arrows Kripa, conversant with the use of ! 
mighty weapons, and filled with anger, 
struck in that encounter Shikhandin with 
ten arrows. | 





7. Then Shikhandin, worked up with 
anger, pierced Kripa with seven straight 
Kanka-feathered arrows. 


8. Then the. Brahmana Kripa, a 
mighty car-warrior, piercing heavily with 
sharp arrows, deprived Shikhandin of his 
horses, charioteer and car. 


9. Then jumping down from the car, 
the heroes of which were slain, the mighty 
Car-warrior speedily took up his sword and 
armour and approached the Brahmana. 


to. Then he covered lim suddenly who 
was approathing with straight arrows. 
This was indeed wonderful. 


t1. We then, O king, beheld a wonder- 
ful spectacle like the flying of rocks. And 
Shikhandin remained inactive in that 
battle. 3 


12. Beholding Shikhandin covered with 
arrows by Kripa, O foremost of kings, the 
mighty car-warrior Dhristadyumna speedily 
approached him. 


13. Thereupon the mighty ear-warrior 
Kritavarma vehemently resisted Dhrista- 
dyumna who was advancing towards the 
son of Saradwata. : : 


14. Drona's son then resisted Yudhish- 
thira who was advancing with his own son 
and arms against the son of Saradwata. 


15. Your son then impeded with a down- 
pour of arrows the approach of the two 
car-y.arriois Nakula and Sahadeva. 


16, Karna, the son of Vikartana, O 
descendant of Bharata, then resisted in 
battle Bhimasena, MKarushas, Kaikeyas and 
Srinjayas. 

17. Then in the battle, O Sire, Kripa 


` 


quickly hurted arrows at Shikhandin as 
to burn him down. 


18. Whirling his sword repeatedly 
(Shikhandin) then with his sword cut off all 
those gold-decked arrows that were dis- 
charged at him. 


19. The son of Gotama then quickly 
cut off with his arrows the shield of Pri- 
shata’s son that was adorned with a hun- 
dred moons. At this his people made a 
loud uproar. 


20. Deprived of his shield, O monarch, 
and brought under the influence of Kripa, 
he, with his sword, advanced like a sick 
man advancing towards death, 


2% O king, Chitraketu’s son Suketr 
quickly proceeded towards the highly power- 
ful (Sikhandin) who was thus distressed 
and assailed by the son of Saradwata. 


2z. Having covered in battle the Brah- 
mana with sharp arrows, that one of im- 
measureable energy, advanced towards the 
the car of Gotama’s son. 


23. Beholding that Brahmana, obser- ` 


vant of vows thus engaged in battle, Shi- 
kharidin; O king, quickly proceeded there. - 

24. O king, having pierced the son of 
Gotama with nine arrows Suketu once more 


pierced him with seventy and again with 
three. 


25. He then cut off his bow and arrows ; 
then with another he pierced greatly his 
driver to the very vitals. 


26. Thereupon worked up with anger 
Gotama took up afresh and strong bow, 
and cut off Suketu to the very vital part 
with thirty arrows. 


27. All his limbs were weakened and 
he shook on that best of cars as a tree 
trembles greatly during an earthquake. 

28. Then with a razor-sharpened arrow 
he sundered from body his head still trem- 


bling with shining €ar-rings, crown and 
head-protector. 


29. His head fell down on the earthlike — 


a piece of meat stolen away b hawk, 
afterwards his body, O Eternal Sne Tiei 
down on the earth ; 


_30. O Emperor, 
his followers, leayj 
Gotama in the batt] 
directions, 

1. Encircling the high! of 
K y powerful Dhris- 
tadyumna in ¢ - i 
setae ae e battle-field Kritavarma 


ait! wait!” 
32. Then there took lace a terri 
wonderful encounter Betwen eaves 
and Parshatas like that 


| hawks, O king, for a ee of two angry 


when he was slain, alt 
ng behind the son of 
le-field fled, away in ten 


of meat. 





} 
f 
Í 
i 


| 
Í 





KARNA 


33. Worked up with anger, Drista- | 
dyumna, in that battle, assailed Hridika’s 


son violently and struck him on ihe chest 
with nine arrows, 


34. 
battle Kritavarma covered him, 
and horses with arrows, 

| 


35-_ O king, thus covered along with his ! 
car Dbristadyumna became invisible like 
the sun enshrouded by clouds surcharged 
with water, 


36. Withstanding him with gold feather- 
ed arrows, O king, Dhristadyumna ap- 
peared in battle with wounds, 


37. Obtaining Kritavarma, Parshata, 
the commander of the forces, worked up | 
with anger, made a terrible downpour of 
arrows. 


58. In that battle Hridika’s son with | 
many thcusand arrows, all on a sudden, , 
dispelled that highly dreadful shower of ; 
arrows that was about to fall on him. ! 


39. Beholding in that battle that fearful 
downpour of arrows thus dispelled by him 
Prishata’s son, approching iritavarma, 
withstood bim. 

4o. With a sharpened spike he des- 
paiched his charioteer to the abode of Death. 
Slain he fell down from the chariot. | 

41. Having vanquished his 
powerful enemy, the mighty Dhristadyumna | 
speedily withstood the Kauravas in battle 
with arrows. 

42. Thereupon emitting leonine roars 
your warriors ran towards Dhristhdymuna, 
and again an encounter took place. 


Thus ends fifty-fourth chapter entitled j 
the battle of Samsaptakas tn Karna Pgrva. 


. . | 
{hus Assailed by a Parohata in | 


his chariot j 


highly | 





——- 


CHAPTE R LV. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

2—2. Beholding Yudhishthira protected 
by Sini’s son as weil as by the war-like sons 
of Draupadi, the son of Drona, as .if de- 
lighted, proceeded against him, scattering 
gold-feathered arrows, showing various 
ways of his light-handedness. 


3. Thereupon he filled the sky- with 
arrows of the vigour of celestial weapons. 
That one, conversant with the use of 
weapons, withstood Yudhisthira in battle. 

4. When the sky was covered with the 
arrows of Drona’s son nothing could be 
perceived. The space before the warriors 


was filled with arrows. 


| the pious 
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5 Tie sky being covered with a net-work 
of goldin arrows it appeared as if a canopy 
had been spread there. ; 


6. O king, the sky Leing covered with 


ia net-work of shining arrows a shadow 


appeared there like that of clouds. 


, 
_ 7. When the sky was thus converted 
into one sheet of arrows it was a wenderful 


p Sight to look ai! No ercature coukl range ic 


the sky at that time. 

ae Satyaki, although trying his very 

yest, the pious son of Pandu and oher 

warriors, cauld not display their prowess. 
g. Behoiding the fight-handness of 

Drona's soa, all the mighty © Ye WHTLIGES 





| there, U king, were filled with wonde:. 
, All the kings could not Took at him, as if 


shedding justre of the sun, 


10—11. Thereupon, when their soldiers 


; were being thus slaughtered, the mighty 


car-warriors, the sons of Droupadi, Satyak:, 
king Yudhishthica, and the 
Panchalas, ail united, giving vp the dread- 
ful fear of death, rushed towards the son 
of Drona. 


rt. Piercing the son of Drona with 
twenty seven arrows he again pierced him 
with seved gold-plated winged arrows. 

12. Vudhishthira struck him with seventy 
three atrows and Prativinda with seven. 


| Shrutakarma cut him with three arrows and 


Shrutakirei with five. 


13. Sutasoma struck him with nine 
arrows and Satamka with seven. And 
many other warrior struck him from alt 
sides with a number of shafts. 


14. Thereupon worked up with rage, O 
king, he, sighing like a deadly serpent), 
struck Satyaki with twenty five sharpened 
arrows. 


15. And he struck Srutakirti with nine 
arrows gind Sutasoma with five; and Prati- 
vinda with three arrows and Srutakarma 
with eight. 


16. And he struck Raja Yudhishthira, 
the son of Dharma, with five arrows and 
Satanika with nine. And then he struck 
other warriors with two shafts each, and 
cut into pieces the bow of Srutakirti with 
very sharp pointed arrows. 

17. After this he took up another fresh 
bow and at once struck Drona’s son with 
three arrows and began to shower on him 


numerous sharp-pointed arrows. 


18. Then, O monarch, O great sire of 
the Bharata race, the son of Drona covered 
the Pandava army with showers of arrows. 


Just after this the highly spirited 


19. hi 
casting a smiling look upon 


son af Drona, 
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Yudhisthira, simultaneously cut off his bow 
and struck him with three arrows. 


` F 
20. Upon that, O king, the son ol | 
Dharma Kook up a very big bow and | 


darted, one after another, seventy shafts, 
piercing the arms and breast of the son of 
Drona. 


21. Then Satwaki, filled with anger, 


roared aloud and broke down in that very ' 


battle the bow of that terrible afflicter, | 
Drona’s son, with the seme-circular and | 
sharp arrow of his own. 


22, When his bow was thus cut off that 
hero of heroes, Drona’s son, with a dart 
quickly’struck the driver of Satwaki’s car 

own and unseated him from his chariot. 


23. Then, O Bharata, the mighty son of | 
Drona, taking up another bow, covered the 
son of Sini with quite a shower of arr ws. 


_24. When thus, O Bharata, the ¢-iver 
was killed Satwaki's horses were seen to 
run riot ig the battle-field. 


25. Then the Pandava army, commanded 
Aby Raja Yudhishthira, rushed furiously. 
` towards Drona’s son, the foremost of all the 

wielders of weapons, and began to, shower 
sharp shafts upon him. 


26. Seeing them thus coming upon him 
as so many incarnations of anger the 
great terror of foes, Drona’s son, received 
them all in the terrible battle with a spite- 
ful smile. 





27. Then the great car-warrior, Drona’s 
son, burnt down, as it were, the Pandava 
troops in the bat’le with the flames of his 
arrows, just as the forest fire burns the 
dry hays and straws. 


28. O foremost of Bharata’s race, the’| chala, Chedi 


Pandava army, thus provoked by the son of 
Drona, became exceedingly agitated as the 
water of a river is troubled by a whale. 


29. O Maharaj, seeing the bravery of 
Drona’s son made the people think, as if 
‘the Pandava army already were killed. 


go. Then the great car-warrior Yudhis- 
thira being enranged and filled with re- 
vengeful spirit thus addressed the son of 
Drona in a challenging one:— _ 


. 31. O mightiest of men, neither have you 

any feeling nor do you cherish any sense 
of gratitude when to-day you are ready 
even to slay me. 


32. To study and to practise asceticism 
and charities are the duties of a Brahman, 
and the Kshatriyas onty are authorised to 
use the bow. , So it seems that you are 
Brahmin in name only. 


33- However, O you of mighty arms, 


a 


| 


I] am determined upon killing the Kourava 
army in the batue just before your eyes. 
Do your best. I call you a scum of the 
Brahman race. 


34. Thus addressed, O monarch, the 
son of Drona smiled bashfully, and ponder- 
ing over what was proper and meet could 
not give any reply. 

35; Getting thus terribly annoyed the 
son of Drona kept quiet for a while and 
then began to shower aiows upon the 
Pandavas like unto the Destroyer himself 
when bent upon destroying the entire 
creation. 


36. Thus covered, as it were, by the 
arrows of the son of Drona Pritha’s son 


fled away from the field leaving his large 
army. 


37- Alter Yudhisthira, the son of Dhar- 
ma, had thus fled from the field, O king, 
the high-minded son of Drona also left the 


spot. 


38. Yudhisthira then, O king, thus 
avoiding the son of Drona in the great 
battle, marched against your army being. 
determined to wage a ruthless slaughter. 

Thus ends the fifty-fifth chapter of the 
Karna Parva called “the retreating of 
Yudhisthira from the battle-field. 


—————— 


CHAPTER LVI. 


(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 
Sanjaya said :— 


_ I. After this Vaikartana, himself resist- 
ing Bhimasena aided by the king of Pan- 
and Kaikeya, showered 
numberless arrows upon him, 

2. Karna killed in the battle 
strong car-warriors of the Chedis, Ka 
and Srinjayas in 
Bhimasena, 


3. Then Bhimsena leaving Karna, the 
most powerful car-warrior, rushed towards 


ni 1 for est 
the Kour ava force like a blazin 
g 


many ` 
rushas 
the very presence of 


+. The Suta’s so 
thousands the mighty 
chalas, the Kaikeas a 


5: Indeed, the might car- iors ` 
Kama, Partha andi VESA e E 
Mate the Panchalas, Sam 
Kauravas respectively. ‘ Saou 
6. For your bad policy, O ki 
these Kshatriyas, b 4 iene: 
bine eae urnt down, as it were, 


y oes resembling thre ` 
ning flames, got ‘exterminated, os 


n too began to sla by 
bowmen of the an- 
nd the Srinyajas. 
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7. Thereupon,O foremost of the Bharatas, | 
Duryodhana, being enraged, pierced Nakula 
and the four holes of his car with nine | 
arrows. | 

I 


Then again, O lord of men, your highly 
energetic son cut down the golden standard 
of Shahadeva with a razor. 


o. Nakula then, O king, being greatly 
enraged, struck your son with seventy three 
arrows and Sahadeva with five. Filled 
with anger he struck, 


10. Then, both of those great warriors 
of the Bharata „race and the foremgst of 
bowmen, on the breast with five arrows 
each. 


11. Then he cut off the. bows of both 
of those two warriors with two of his 
broad- pointed arrows, and suddenly, O king 
he pierced both of them with seventy three 
arrows. 


12. Each of them, taking up two beauti- 
ful bows resembling those of Indra’s, looked - 
very graceful like two celestial youths in 
the battle- field. 

13. Then, O king, those two brothers, 
greatly active in battle, began to throw 
terrible shafts in ceaseless torrents upon 
their cousins like two great masses of thick 
clouds pouring their contents on the hills. 

_ 14. Thereupon, O king, your son, the 

great car-warrior, being greatly enraged 

resisted those twin sons of Pandu, the great 
. bowmen, with numberless arrows. 

t5. The bow of your son, O Bharata, 
was repeatedly drawn to a circle and the 
arrows were ceaselessly issued from it to- 
wards all directions. 

16. Covered with Duryodhana’s arrows 
those sons of Pandu ceased to shine bright- 
ly as the sun and the moon lose their 
splendour when enveloped with a mass of 
dark clouds. 

17. Indeed, O king, 
arrows, sharpened on stone, 
sides like the rays of the sun. 

18. When the firmament was thus cover- 
ed and the whole sky looked like a sheet of 
arrows the twin brotners appeared like the 
destroyer himself. - 

19. But, on the other hand, beholding 
the valour of your son all the, car-warriors 
took the twin sons of Madri to beat the 
point of death. 

Then, © king. the mighty car-wart- 


rior Parshata, the commander of the Pan- 
dava army, went towards the direction of 


Suyodhana (Duryodhana). 


iolati i der of 

ax. Violating the regimental, or 

those two great car-warrlors, the two, brave 
feds s 








those goid-winged 
covered all the 


‘20: 
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| sons of Madri, Dhristadyumna began to 


Oppose your son with his arrows. 


22. Then that highly energetic hero, 
your son, the foremost of men, full of ca 
vengeful spirit and smiling scoffingly, struck 
the prince of the Panchalas with twentys 
five arrows. 


23. Again the most energetic son of 
yours, actuated by the eager desire of 
taking revenge, struck the Panchala prince 
once with sixty arrows and again with five, 
and roared aloud. $ 


24. Then the king, O sire, cut off, in 
the fight, with „his razor-shaped arrow his 
enemy’s bow and the leathern fence with 
the arrows fixed thereon. 


25. ‘Throwing away that broken bow, 
that oppressor of foes, the prince of Pane 
chala, quickly took up a new and more 
elastic one. 


26. Then that great bowman, Dhrista- 
dyumna, with blood-shot eyes, shone on 
his car like a burning flame. 

27. Then, O chief of Bharatas, the heroe 
Dhristadyumna, bent upon killing him, dis- 
charged filteen sharp shafts, called Nara- 
chas, which looked like hissing serpents. 


28. These shafts, set with the feathers 
of Kanka's (peacocks') and shar ened on 
stone, were discharged with such a force 
that cutting through the gold bedecked 


| armour of the king, they ran through his 


body and entered into the earth. 

29. Being deeply wounded, O king, 
your son looked exceedingly grand like a 
Kinsuka tree full of flowers in the spring. 

jo. His armour being thus cut through 
and himself being fatigued with the wounds, 
and his feelings being awfully excited he 
cut off Dhristadyumna’s bow with a broad 
pointed arrow. 

31. Then, O lord of the earth, the king 
penetrated ten arrows into the forehead of 
his assailant whose bow had already been 
cut off by him. 

32. These shafts, polished by the black=< 
smith, looked on the face of Dhristadyumna 
like so many black bees on a full blown fly 
desirous of sucking the sweet honey. 

33. Throwing that broken bow aside 
Dhristadyumna quickly took up another 
bow, aud with it sixteen broad-peinted 
arrows. ; 

34. -Then with five of these arrows he 
slew Duryedhana’s four horses and his 
Suta cHarioteer, and with another he cut off 
his gilded bow. 

35. And with remaining ten shafts the 
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i off the royal, umbrella, 

a See word, the mace, the car with 

Upashkara and the flag of your son. ; 

6, Alas, all the chiefs saw the peste 
3 standard of the Kuru king, adorned Suy 

golden Angada and bearing the lianes O 

an elephant set with jewels, cut 0 y | 

Dhristadyumna. À | 

37. Then, O foremost of the Bharata’s | 

race, Duryodhana, thus deprived of all his j 

weapons in the battle, was protected by his | 
Yelda the very sight of Dhristadyumna. 
Dandadliara, taking the king upon his own 
car, quickly carried him away from the 
field. . 

39. In the meantime, the greatly power- 
ful karna; having killed Satyaki, proceeded 
straight on towards the slayer of Drona 
for the rescue of the Kuru king. 


40. ‘And the son of Sini spesdily pursued 
him striking him with arrows as an ele- 
phant pursues his rival piercing him with his 
tusks on the rear. 


4t. Thus, O king, the battle raged furi- 
ously amongst these sturdy heroes of both 
the armies and the spot, lying between 
Karna and the son of Prishta, grew simply 
terrifying. 

42. Not a single combatant, of either 
party, turned his face from the field. Karna 
then rushed towards the Panchala with 
Breat speed. 


- 43.. Then, O best of men, countless men, 
horses and elephants of both parties fell 
just when the sun ascended the meridian. 


44, The Panchalas, O king, desirous of 
victory, rushed towards Iarna as birds 
flock towards their nest. 


45—46. And the energetic son of Adhi- 
ratha began to oppose the Panchalas from 
the front with his sharp arrows marking 
specially their leaders, Baglraketu, Su- 
sarma, Chitra, Ugrayudha, Gaya, Sukla, 
Rochaman and the unconquerable Sinha- 
| sena, RS A 

47. All those heroes, quickly driving 
heir cars towards Karna—the glory of the 
battle field, encompassed him an began 
to shower their sharp shafts upon that 
infuriated hero, the foremost of men. 


48. But all -thdse eight heroes who had 

+ proceeded to combat that brave heroe, the 
son of Radha, were sorely afflicted by him 
each with eight piercing arrows, 

; . Thereupon, O king, the powerful 
Sonic charioteer killed thousands i other 
heroes—all skillful in the manuver of war, 

5o—51. Worked up with anger Karna 
ae in battle, Jishnu, Jishnukarman, 


Devapi, Chitra, Chitrayudha, Hari, Singhaa 
ketu, Rochamana, the great car-warrior 
Salabha, and many other Chedi heroes, 

52. Wien the son of Adhiratha was 
engaged in striking those | 2roes his body, 
besmeared with blood. and swelled _ with 
pride and animation, looked like the gigan+ 
tic form of Rudra himself, 

53. Then, O Bharata, the elephants, 


afflicted by Karna’s arrows, bolted with{fear’ 


and caused great commotion in the battle- 
field. 


54. Others, oppressed by Karna's ‘arrows, 
cried Aloud in'diverse voice and fell down 
as do the.mountain peaks when struck down 
with thunder. “ 


55. The earth, along the track of Karna’s 
car, was fully strewn with broken cars 
and carcasses of elephants, horses and 
men, 


56. Verily none of the warriors of your 
army, nay not even Bhishma or Drona, did 
ever achieve such an exploit, as was achiev- 
ed by Karna in the battle. 


57. Suta’s son, O most valiant of men, 
indeed made a havoc amongst the elephants 
and horses, and ‘destroyed the cars and 
men in countless numbers. 


58. Like. a lion roaming fearlessly 
among a herd of deer Karna too moved 
about fearlessly amongst the Panchalas. 


59. As a lion drives away a herd of 
timid deer in all directions, so Karna dis- 
pelled the crowd of Panchala’s cars to all 
directions. 


6c. And as a stag can never escape 
from the black jaws of a lion so even those 
heroes, who happened to approach Karna, 
could not return with their lives, 


_ 61. As men are sure to be burnt down 
if they approach a blazing fire so even the 
Srinjayas, O Bharata, were burnt by the 
flame of Karna when they approached it. 


62. Many proud and well-a d: 
heroes of the Chedis and Panen ara 
killed by Karna. 


63. Beholding the valour of Karna, O 
king, I was under ‘the impression that not 
EVEA single soul of the Panchalas would 
escape from the son o i i 
sape : Adhiratha in that 

64. Indeed the Suta’ 
routed the Panchalas in the battles 


65. Beholding the Panchalas thus siai 
y Karna in that terrible battle Dharmas 


Raja. P adlisthira wrathfully rushed toe 


peatedly 


66. Dhristadyumna, ‘the son: f 
padi and.hundreds of other eroe os, 





CE 


KARNA PARVA 


Specdily encompassed the son of Radha, the 
slayer of foes. 


67. And many other warriors of im- 
measurable strength as Sikhandin, Saha- | 
deva, Nakula, his sons, the descendant of | 
Sini and a good many of the Pravadrakas 
advancing along ‘with Dhristadyumna_ in 
their respective cars looked very grand 
when they all began to strike Karna with 
their shafts and many other weapons of 
different descriptions. 


68. But the son of Adbiratha, though 
single-handed, fell ferociously upon all those 
Panchalas, Chedis, and Pandavas in the 
encounter just as Garuda falls upon a 
number of snakes. 





69. The battle, O monarch, that was 
fought between Karna and those warriors, 
became as fierce as the great battle that, 
in the days of yore, occurred between the 
gods and Asuras. 

70. 
darkness the single-handed Karna unhesi- 
tatingly encountered the united force of all 
those yreat warriors ceaselessly showering 
sharp shafts upon him. 

71. While Karna was thus engaged 
with the Pandavas, Bhimasena, extremely 


Like unto the rising sun dispelling 
exercised with anger, began to waund the 
Kurus with his shafts each of which was as 
sure as the very rod of Yama. 

72. That great bowman, struggling alone 

with all those|Valhikas, Kaikayas, Matshas, 
Basatas, Madras and the Saindhavas, looked 
exceedingly grand. 
The earth itself began to tremble 
with the violence of the fall of the huge 
elephants struck fatally with the awful 
arrows of Bhimasena in the vital parts of 
their bodies with their riders shot dead. 

74. Many horses also, with their riders | 
slain, and many of the infantries lay down | 
dead pierced with arrows and vomitting | 
blood and bleeding profusely. 

75. Thousands of car-warriors, deprived | 
of their arms, lay senseless through the 
fear of Bhima and many lay dead, their 
bodies mangled with wounds. 


76. Dead bodies of elephants and their į 
drivers, horses and riders, cars and car- 
warriors and foot soldiers shot dead by | 
Bhimasena, literally covered the battle- 
field. 

77. The army of Duryodhana, O king, 
melancholy, mainica and gricved through | 
fear of Bhimasena, stood in utter confusion. 

. That poor confounded hos stood 
e in ire field as, O king, the deep 
ecean remains quiet in a fair season. 
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Š 79. Your army, in that great battle, 
ecame poorly and thoroughly inert. 
„80. And the confounded host of men, OQ 
king, stood motionles: as deep occan re- 


mains calm and quiet in a fair. weather 
season. s 


81. The army cf your son, howevec 
powerful and energetic it might have been, 
lost all its glory and pride at that time. 


82. That army, O foremost of he 
Bharata, when fighting with one another, 
looked as if bathed in blood and went on 
killing one another, 


83. Suta’s son, filled with anger, routed 
the Pandava army while the encaged 
Bhimasena routed the Kurus. Aud both 


the heroes thus engaged looked i 
beautiful. Eng Neen, 


84—85. In that extremely fierce and 
awe-inspiring battle, Arjuna, that fore- 
most of victorious heroes, having killed a 
arge number of Samasapiakas in the very 
heart of their array, addressed Vasudeva 
thus :—Thisfarray of these fighting warriors, 
O Janardana, has been broken through. 


86—87. These great warriors of the 
Samasaptakas, unable to withstand my 
arrows, are running away with their men as 
a herd of deer at the roar of a lion and 
even the vast force of the Srinjayas appears 
to give way in this great battte. 


88. There inthe midst of Yudhisthira’s 
division, the banner, of the highly intelligent 
Karna, bearing the device of an clephant 
is seen to move about with great activity. 


89. No other warrior of ouc_army is 
capable of conquering Karna. 


go. You are well aware of Karna’s 
energy and prowess. 


gt. Pray, proceed there where Karna 
is crushing down our force. 


92. Leaving all ethers proceed against 
that mighty car-warrior, the son of Suta, O 
Krishna, this is my suggéstion; but please 
do what you think proper. 

93. Hearing these words of his, Govind 
smiled and addressing Arjuna said, “O 
son of Pandu, go on killing the Kouravas 
indiscriminately.’” 


94. Then those swan white horses, driven < 
by Krishna, penetrated into your strong 
array bearing both Krishna and himself 
and the son of Pandu. 

5. And your host gave way on all 
ane as those two white animals bedecked 
with golden trappings entered into its 
midst led by Kesava: : aa 
- 96. That ape-bannered car hoisting its 
flags in the sky and roaring like thunder- 
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cloud forced its way into your array like a 
celestial car passing through the welkin. 


97. When cutting through the vast army, 

Kesava and Arjuna entered the arena with- 

` their eyes bloodred with anger they looked” 
exceedingly splendid and resplendent. 

98. Taking great delight in battle and 
accepting the challenge of the Kurus when 
those two heroes came to the field they 
looked like the twin gods Ashvinis invoked 
with proper rites in a sacrifice by the priests. 

99. Those two enraged heroes of tigerish 
fierceness grew extremely violent in their 
movements like two elephants excited at the 
claps of hunters in a deep forest. 

100. Penetrating into the midst of those 
cars and horses drawn in array Phalguna 
moved about like the destroyer himself 
armed with his fatal noose. 

101. Beholding him displaying such 
courage within his own army, O Bharata, 
your son tried once more to stir up the 
Samasaptakas against him. 

102—103. Thereupon with thousand cars, 
three hundred elephants, fourteen thousand 
horse, and two hundred thousand valiant 
foot-soldiers, all well practised in aiming and 
highly skilful in all the ways of war and well 
armed with bows, the learders of the 
Samanaptakas rushed towards the son of 
Kunti and covered the Pandavas, O king, 
with showers of shafts from all sides. 

104. Covered with arrows Partha, that 
repressor of foes, in fight, looked exceedingly 
fearful like the destroyer himself with the 
noose in his hand, but he grew still more 
fierce and worth looking at when he began 
to kill the Samasaptakas. 

105. Thereupon the sky became en- 
veloped with the arrows mounted with gold 

. and passessed of the lustre of the lightning 
that were being constantly discharged by 
Kiriti (Arjuna). : 

106. Indeed those arrows, that were 
ceaselessly being dischared by Arjuna, falling 
on all sides looked, O lord, as if so many 
snakes were lying all arround. 

107. The immeasurably energetic son of 
Pandu sent’out his straight and sharp-pointed 
shafts towards all directions. x 

108. Hearing the terrible sound of Parth’s 
palms people thought that all the’ oceans, 
the whole earth, all the ten directions, the 
etherial vault were going to burst out. 

109. Having killed ten thousand of the 
chiefs, that great car-warrior the son of 
Kunti proceeded rapidly to the further end 
of the Samasaptakas’ array. 


110. Approaching the wing whivh was 
being defended by Kambovoja he began to 
harrass the troops by his powerful arrows as 
Vasava had harrassed the Danavas. 

111. With his broad-headed arrows he 


began to chop off quickly the heads, thighs `` 


and arms with weapon in the grasp of his 
rivals who were desirous of killing him. 

112. Deprived of all the limbs and 
weapons they began to fall down on earth 
like large trees of many big boughs hurled 
down by a hurricane. 

113. When he was thus killing the 
elephants, horses, and car-warriors, &c., 

soos 

114 Arjuna then cut off the two arsms 
of his assailant with a pair of crescent-shaped 
arrows and then with razor-headed arrow he 
knocked down his head containing a face as 
beautiful as the full moon. 

115. His like extinguished, the body 
bathed in blood fell down from his car like 
the summit of Manashila mountain clapped 
down by a thunder-bolt. 


116. When this most beautiful and 
handsome-looking young man, the younger 
brother. of Sudakshina and chief of the 
Kambojas whose beautiful and lovely eyes 
could be compared with the lotus-petals, lay 
down dead on the ground it appeared as if 
the summit of the golden Sumeru was 
tumbled down on earth. 

117. And the battle, that was fought after 
this, was exceedingly terrible and aweinspir- 
ing, and the fate of each of the fighting 
combatants changed repeatedly, 

118. All the heroes of the Kam- 
bojas, Yavanas and the Sakas were killed by 
one arrow each and their bleeding bodies, 
© king, gave the battle-field the look of a 
vast expanse of red. 

119. The car-warriors were deprived of 
their steed, and drivers, elephants and horses 
lost their riders; many riders and drivers lost 
their horses and elephants; and thus fighting 
with one another, O king, a great loss of 
lives took place. 

120. When the wing and further wing of 
the Samasaptakas had been thus eradicated 
by Savyasachin (Arjuna) the son of Drona 
Tepidly proceeded against him. 

121. Furnished with many terrible arrows 
and violently shaking his formidable bow 
Drona’s son appeared in the battle-field as 
the sun appears in the horizon with his fierce 
rays. 
122. Full of Tage and revengeful spirit 


the mighty Warrior, with his mouth wide 
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open and blood-red eyes, looked formid- 
able like Death himself with his terrible 
mace before a dying person. 


123. Then he began to shower sharp 
shafts on the armies of the Pandavas and 
rout them. 


124. Again, O king, as soon as he saw 
the Dasarha on the car he began to dis- 
charge his terrible shafts much more 
quickly. 

125. And their dangerous arrows dis- 
charged by Drona’s son, VU king, falling on 
Krishna and Dhananjaya,entirely enshroud- 
ed both of them on their car. 

126. And thus the violent Ashwathama, 
with hundreds of keen arrows, put both 
Madhava and Pandu’s son into utter confu- 
sion. 

127. Beholding those two guardians of 
the world, thus covered with arrows, the 
creation sent forth piteous cries of woe. 

128. There hordes of Siddhas and 
Charanas poured in from every direction 

pil solicitous of common weal for the day. 


129. Never before, O monarch, did I 
witness such prodigies of vator like those 
displayed by Drouni when  shrouding 
Krishna and Arjuna in the field. 

130. Often and often did I hear in that 
battle, O king, the din of Drouni’s volleys, 
thundering roars of lion to the consterna- 
tion of the enemy. 

131. Flinging his shots right and left 
as he moved round the field, the string of 
his bow shone like flashes of lightning 
sparkling amidst the cloudy heavens. 

132. Inspite of the dexterity and in- 
flexibility of his hand, the son of Pandu, 
beholding the son of Drona, at the time, 
was greatly bewildered. 

133. And he (Arjuna) bethought him- 
self of being deprived of his own prowess 
by that august personage (Aswathama), 
whose bearing in the field, O king, present- 
ed a dazzling sight for human eyes. 

134. In that deadly conflict between 
Drouni and the Pandava, O king of kings, 
Krishna, seeing the powerful son of Drona 
get the better of the son of Kunti, became 
highly infuriated. 


135. With inflamed eyes and swelling 
breath, frequently he cast his eyes, towards, 
Aswathama and Phalguna, devouring them, 
as it were, with the fury of his fire. 


136.'The indignant Krishna then address- 
ng Partha in an endearing tone and said: 


137. O Partha, what a strange part of, 
see, you play ‘in the field? O son of 
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Bharata, Drona's son overcoming you to- 
day in battle! 


138. Have you the same strength of 
your arms as you had before? Do you 
still hold your Gandiva in hand? Are you 
seated in the war-chariot ? 


139. Has any thing gone wrong with 
your arms? Has your fist sustained any 
injury, or how is it that I see you over- 
whelmed by Drouni in the field. 


_ 140. O glory of Bharata’s race, esteem- 
ing your assailant as the son of your pre- 
ceptor stop not, O Partha, this is not the 
time for forbearance. 


141. Hearing those words Arjuna just 
on the nick of time seizing fourteen Vallas 
(arrows, with crescent-shaped heads) dart- 
ed them off, piercing right through his 
weapons, chariot, standard and umbrella, 
and dismantling Aswathama of his equip- 
ments, bows, darts and all. 


142. He (Arjuna), then assailing him 
(Aswathama) with calf.toothed arrows, in- 
flicted terrible wounds on his shoulder- 
joints fainting from which he sustained him- 
self with his flag-start. 


143. Seeing him thus stunned with the 
assaults of his enemy his charioteer, O 
monarch, for rescuing him from (the army 
of) Dhananjaya, bore him away from the 
field. 


144. In the meanwhile, that scorcher of 
enemy, Vijay, before the very eyes of your 
valiant son, slaughtered your army by 
hundreds and thousands. 


145. Thus, O monarch, owing to your 
evil counsels such a ruthless slaughter with 
cruel onslaught of your champions was 
brought about as these knights presented 
arms to your foe. ; 


146. Arjuna then in the twinkle of an 
eye beset the Samsaptakas, while Vriko- 
dara attacked the Kurus, Karna, and the 


Panchalas. 


147. O monarch, as the war raged 
furiously, destroying the lives of valiant: 
soldiers, and ‘presenting a vast scene of 
carnage, there arose in the field innumer= 
able headless trunks, still retaining vitality. 


148. O the chief of the Bharata race, 
king Yudhisthira, sorely distressed with 
his wounds, and writhing ia agony, stayed 
in the time two miles off from the scene of 


action. 
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CHAPTER LVII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


kereupon, O Bharata chief, 
a es Heard Duryodhana said to 
mei Madra king as weli as to other chitfs 
(present there), 


3, The gate of heaven has of itself 
epencd its door to us. Happy are those 
shatriyas who obtain such a battle. 


3. If the heroic Kshatriyas fight with 
their pairs in battle great benefit occurs 
® them; O son of Radha. 


4. Either having slain the Pandavas let 
them acquire the prosperous kingdom, or 
being stain by the enemies let them repair 
to the region of heroes. 


5. Hearing those words of Duryodhana 
the Kshatriya chiefs shouted aloud and 
played on their musical instruments. 


6. Thereupon when Duryodhana’s army 
were filled with joy, the son of Drona glad- 
dening all your soldiers said :— 


7. Before the entire army and before you 
all, my father, when he had laid aside his 
arms, was killed by Dhristadyumna. 


8. By that wrath and for the sake of my 
friend, I tell you, O king, what I pro- 
mise :— 


9. Without slaying Dhristadyumna, I 
will not lay aside my arms. If this my 


romise proves futile, I will not go to 
en 


To. Forsoo'h, T will grind him who will 
come ayainsti re, be he Arjuna, Bhimasena 
or any body eise, 

11. Thus addressed the entire Bharata 
army rushed against the sons of Kunti. 
‘The Pandavas also (came forward). 


12. O Bharata king, the encouiiter 
of ths lesding car-warriors was highly 
wenderiul. An oustawrht of men like that 
at the end of a cycla took place before the 
Kurus and Srinjayas. 


13. Wien that encounter took place 
many created beings along with the zods 


and nymphs came there to sce the leading 
heroes. 


14. Delightedly the Apsaras showered, 
on those leading warriors, observant of the 
duties of their own order, celestial garlands, 
perfumeries and various jewels, 


us. The wind carried that 
fragrance to all the leading warriors. Bn- 
joying that odor cacried by the wind they 
struck each other down on the 















amongst all those warriors, 
Bhimasena and K 
anger. 


and other leading 
to Vasudeva :— 


is flying away. Karna is mal 
on our great car-warriors. 


son Yudhisthira ; 


the day still remains. 
sons of Dhritarashtra comes t 
me. If you wish to do me 
proceed where Yudhisthira is er 


younger brother well, I w 
the enemies. 


Hari speedily 
where king Yudhisthira and the 
Srinjayas were fighting to death. 


such a slau 


CHAPTER LVIII 


(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd, 


Sanjajaya said :— 


1. Thus a great encounter took place 
Then Arjuna, 


arna were worked up with 


a. Having vanquished the son of Drona 
Car-warriors Arjuna said 


3. See, O Krishne, the Pandava army 


king a havoc 
4- O Krishna, I do not see Dharma’s 
i Nor is his standard visible, 


5. O Janarddan 


a, the third portion of 
None amongst the 
o fight with 
a good turn 
gaged. 

6. IfI see Dharma’s son and “his 
ill fight again with 


7._ Thereupon at the request of Vibhatsu 
moved the course of his car 
valiant 
8. Thereupon, seeing in the battle-Seld 
ghter of valiant heroes Govinda 
said to Savyasachin :— 
9. See, O Partha, this great on slaught 
of the Kshatriyas for the sake of Duryo- 
dhana. 


Io. 


Look at the gold-backed bows of 
the arct 


hers and their costly quivers. 
It. Saying this to Arjuna Vasudeva 
hurried on towards Yudhisthira, For, see- 


ing the great hing in battle, Arjuna too 
urged on Govinda to proceed. 


J nvincible son of Vasu- 
deva describe every thing unto the diadem- 
decked Arjuna, 


13. Then there be 
fulencounter, ‘The t 


ing each other, sent t 


gan, O king, a dread- 
WO armies, encounter- 
1p loud war-cries, 

14. ‘Thus on account of your evil advice 
that terrible onslaught of your soldiers and 
enemies took place 


CHAPTER LIX, 
(KARNABADHA PARVA) 
Sanjaya said :— 
I. Then agai the I A 
undauntedly ¢, in the Kurus and Srinjayas 


y encountered one another. The 
Sons of Pritha Were headed by Yudhisthira 


-—Contd. 
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and otr army was headed by the chario- 
teer’s son. 


2 Then took place a dreadful and hair- 
stirring battle between Karna and the sons 


of Pandu which increased the territory of 
Yama. 


3-4 After that dreadful battle, pro- 
ducing pools of blood, had taken place and 
when only a few of the brave Samsaptakas 
remained alive, Dristadyumna, with all the 
kings and the mighty car-warrior Pandavas, 
rushed towards Karna. 


5. Asa mountain holds water so Karna 
alone received in battle those warriors 
filled with joy and longing for victory. 


6. “Encountering Karna those great car- 
warriors were scattered (by him) as a 
collection of water is dispersed on all sides 
while dashing against a huge mountain. 


7. O great king, then took place a hair- 
stirring encounter between them. With 
arrows Dhristadyumna struck the son of 
Radha exclaiming “Wait! Wait!” 


8—g. Boiling with rage the great car- 
warrior Karna shook the best of his bows, 
Vijaya. Then cutting off his bow and 
arrows like unto deadly serpents he struck 
Dhristadyumna with nine shafts. Cutting 
through the golden armour of that high- 
souled heroe they were covered with blood 
and leoked like so many lady birds. 


10. Then throwing off his broken bow 
the great car-warrior Dhristadyumna took 
up afresh one and shafts resembling veno- 
mous snakes and struck Karna with seventy 
arrows. 


11. Likewise Karna too covered Pri- 
shata’s son, the scorcher of his enemies 
with arrows resembling deadly serpents. 


12. The great bowman, the enemy of 


Drona, struck (Karna) with sharpened 
arrows. 
13. Karna discharged at him in anger 


a golden arrow like the very rod of Death. 


14. O king, the descendant of Sini, like 
anexpert, sundered into seven pieces that 
dreadful arrow which was about to fall on 
him. 

15. Seeing that arrow broken with his 
shafts, Karna, O king, covered Satyaki 
completely with a downpour of arrows. 

16. He pierced him with seven arrows. 
The grand-son’of Sini, in return, struck him 
with golden-feathered arrows. 

17. Then there took place an encounter 
wonderful and terrible striking terror to ears 
and eyes. 

18. Hairs on the body of all creatures 
present there stood erect on beholding in 


-| sin by killing Drona before. 
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that battle the wonderful feats of Karna 
and of the grand-son of Sini. 


19. Inthe meantime the highly power- 
ful son of Drona approached «Parshata, the 


subduer of his enemies and the destroyer 
of their prowess. 


20. Drouni, the victor of hostile cities, 
said’ to him, in anger, “Wait, wait! O 


| slayer of Brahmanas, you will not escape 


me to-day with your life. 


21. Saying this he covered the great 
heroe, Parshata, with dreadful, sharpened 
and powerful arrows althouh that car- 
warrior tried his level best to thwart them. 


22—23. As Drona, while he was alive, 


became dispirited on seeing the son of 
| : 


Prishata and took him for his death, so the 
son of Prishata, on seeing Drona’s son in 
battle, regarded him as his death. 


24. Seeing Dhristadyumna stand firm 
before him the heroic son of Drona, sighing 
in anger, rushed towards Parshata. 


29. Seeing each other they were both 
worked up with great anger. 


26. Then, O king, the powerful son of 
Drona quickly said to Dhristadyumna who 
stood before him. 


27. O wretch ofa Panchala, I will des- 
patch you to-day to the abode of Death. 


28—29. Verily you committed a great 
You will meet 
with an evil turn in extenuation of that 
iniquity if you stand in battle without being 
protected by Partha or if you do not beat a 
retreat. O fool, I tell you the truth. 


30. Thus addressed the powerful Dhrista- 
dyumna replied :— 


31. What, I said to your father, while 
trying his best in battle,will serve as a reply 
to your words. 


32. If Drona, who wasa Brahmana in 
name, could have been killed by me, why 
should | not, by my power, kill you to-day 
in battle. 


33- Having said this, O king, the re- 
vengeful commander (of Pandava's army) 
Parshata struck Drona’s son with sharpened 
arrows. 


34. Thereupon, worked up with anger 
Drona’s son, O king, covered all sides’ of 
Dhristadyumna with arrows. 


35, Covered with thousands of shafts 
neither the sky, nor the quarters, nor the 
warriors around could be seen. 


36. Before the very eyes of the chario- 
teer’s son, O king, Parshata covered- 
Drona’s son, the ornament of the battle- 
field, with arrows. 
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But the son ef Radha alone, O 
king, visible on every side, withstood the 
Panchalas, Pandavas. the sons of Draupadi, 
Vudbamanyu, and the great car-warrlor 
Satyaki. 

38, Dhristadyumna, again in battle, cut 
off the dreadful bow of Drona’s son and 
his arrows resembling venomous serpents. 


39. He, again, O king, in a moment 
struck with arrows Parshata’s bow, Sakti, 
club, standard, horses, charioteer, and car. 


40. Having his bow, and car broken, 
and horses and charioteer slain, he took up 
a huge sword shining like a hundred moon. 


4t. Oking, the great car-warrior, the 
heroic son of Drona, displaying light 
handedness and holding firm his weapon, 
quickly cut off in battle with Bhallas,- that 
weapon of his, before he could come down 
from the car. It was indeed wonderful. 


42. O foremost of Bharatas, that great 
car-warrior, although striving hard, could 
not kill Dhristadyumna, who had his bow 
and car broken and horses slain and was 
wounded with various arrows. 

© king, when .the son of Drona 
could not kill him with arrows, that heroe, 
laying aside his bow, quickly followed 
Parshata. 

The motion of that high-souled one 
as he rushed on resembled that of Garuda, 
swooping down for catching a snake. 


45. In the interval Madhava said to 
Arjuna:—" See, O Partha, how Drona’s 
son is proceeding quickly towards Parshata’s 
car. Forsooth, he will kill the prince. 

46. O you of large arms, O subduer of 
enemies, rescue Prishata's son who is near 
the mouth of Drona’s son as if he is within 
the jaws of death.” 

47- Having said this, O king, the 
powerful son of Vasudeva drove the horses 
where Drona’s son was staying. 

48. Urged on by Keshava those horses, 
effulgent like the moon, ran towards the 
car of Drona's son as if devouring the 
very sky. 

49, Seeing those two mighty heroes 
approach him, Ashwathama set forth 
his exertions for killing Dhristadyumna 
soon, 


50. O king, seeing Dhristadyumna drag- 
ged by his enemy, the powerful son of 
Pritha discharged many arrows at the son 
of Drona. 


51. Those golden shafts, shot off his 
Gandiva, approached the son of Drona and 
wounded him deep like serpents entering 
into ar eñt hill. 
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52. Thus struck with dreadful shafts the 


powerful son of Drona left off the highly 
energetic Panchala Prince. 


53. Thus wounded by Dhananjaya with 


arrows the heroe got on his chariot. And 
taking up his bow he began to strike 
Partha with innumerable arrows, 


54. In the interval, O king, the*heroic 


Sahadeva carried away on his own chariot 
Parshata the scorcher of his enemies. 


55. Arjuna in return struck Drona’s son 


with winged arrows. Worked up with anger 
Drona’s son struck him on the arms and 
the chest. 


56. Filled with anger Partha discharged 


in that battle at Drona’s son a Naracha 
like unto the very rod of Death. That 
highly effulgent arrow fell on Bramhana’s 
shoulder. 


57. O king, he was stupifiedin the battle 


with the force of that arrow. He sat 
down exhausted on the car. 


58. Then, O king, -Karna took up his 


bow, Vijaya. And filled with anger he again 
and again cast his looks on Arjuna desiring 
for a duel with him. 


59. Seeing Drona’s son senseless his 


charioteer quickly took him away on his car 
from the battle-field. 


60. Seeing Prishata’s ’son released and 


Drona’s son wounded, the Panchalas, O 
king, jubilant over the victory, sent up loud 


war-cries. 


61. Thousands of musical instruments of 


sweet tune were struck. Seeing those won- 
derful feats the heroes sent up leonine 


shouts. 


62. Having performed that wonderful 
feat, Arjuna said to Krishna, “Drive me 
towards the Samsaptaka, this is what I 
greatly wish for.” 


63. Hearing those words of Arjuna 
Krishna drove his car adorned with many 
Banners and fleet like the wind or the 
mind. 


CHAPTER LX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. In the meantime pointing out, the 


righteous king Yudhisthira to Partha, the’ 


son of Kunti, Krishna said :— 


2. Behold, O son of Pandu, your brother 
Yudhisthira pursued by the highly power 
ful sons of Dhritarastra, all great bowmen 
desirous of killing him. 
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3, The powerful Panchalas, whom it is 
difficult to vanquish, are running after the 
great Yudhisthira for rescuing him. 


4—5. Accoutred in a coat of mail and 
accompanied by a large army Duryodhana, 
the king of the whole world, is purusing the 
Pandava king, with a view to kill him, O 
foremost of men, assisted by his brothers, 
allexpert in fighting whose very touch is 
like the deadly venom of serpents. 


6. Your army, riding on elephants, 
horses and cars and proceeding on foot are 
going to kill Yudhishthira like poor men 
for possessing a costly gem. 

7. See, obstructed by Satwata and 
Bhima, they have become motionless like 
unto the Daityas desirous of pilfering 
ambrosia stupified by Sakra and Agni. 

8. On account of their numerical vast- 
ness (the Kuru) car-warriors are proceed- 


a collection of water running towards the 
ocean during the rainy season. 

9. Blowing their conch-shell and shak- 
ing their bows those powerful bow-men are 
sending up leonine shouts. 

1o. I regard Kunti’s son Yudhisthira 
who has been brought under the influence 
of Duryodhana as within the mouth of 
Death or like an oblation of ghee in fire. 

11. Duryodhana’s army is properly 
armed. Coming within the range of their 
arrows even Sakra cannot escape. 

12. Who in battle can bear the force of 
arrows shot by Duryodhana, who, when 
worked up with anger, resembles Death 
himself. 

13. The force of Duryodhana’s arrows, 
or of Drona’s son’s, or Kripa’s, or Karna’s, 
can shatter even the very mountains. 

14. The powerful light-handed and suc- 
cessful king Yudhisthira, expert in fighting 
and the scorcher of his enemies, was com- 
pelled by Karna to retreat from the battle- 
field. 

15. Accompanied by the highly power- 
ful and heroic sons of Dhritarashtra the 
son of Radha is capable of afflicting the 
Pandava chief in battle. 

16. While the self-controlled Partha was 

. fighting with them, other great car-warriors 

‘brought about his discomfiture. 

| 17. O foremost of Bharatas, the king is 
greatly emaciated with fasts. He is gifted 
with the force of a Brahmana, but he ts not 

` endued with Kshatriya prowess. 


8, Afflicted by Karna the king Yudhis- 
thira, the son Pandu, has been greatly im- 
periled. 





497 


19—20. Methinks,O Partha, the king, 
Yudhisthira has fallen, since the wrathful 
Bhimasena, the slayer of his enemies, ig 
calmy bearing the leonine shouts repeatedly 
sent up by Dhritarashtra’s sons desirous 
of achieving victory and blowing their 
conch-shells, 


21. Indeed, O foremost of men, Pandu’s 
son Yudhisthira is slain. See Karna is ex- 
citing the great car-warrior of Dhrita- 
raslitra’s army. 


_ 22. The powerful car-warriors are cover- 
ing the son of Pritha with a down-pour 
of various weapons such as Indrajala, 
Sthunakarna and Pasupata. 

_ 23—24. Forsooth, O Arjuna, the king 
is greatly wounded and weakened, since the 
Panchalas, the weilders of all sorts of 
weapons, accompanied with Pandavas, are 
following him hurriedly at atime when it 


ing quickly towards Yudhisthira like unto | is necessary to display speed like unto men 


rushing to rescue a man sinking under 
earth. 3 


25—27. Theking’s standard is not to 
be seen. Most likely it has been struck 
down by Karna with his arrows. Before 
the very eyes of the twin brothers, Satyaki, 
Shikhandin, Dhristadyumna, Satanika, 
Panchalas and Chedis, Karna is killing the 
Pandava army like an elephant spoilating 
lotuses. 

28. The car-warriors of your army, O 
son of Pandu, are flying away. See, O 
Partha, how they are taking to their heels. 

29. Struck by Karna in battle, O Arjuna 
the elephants are flying away in ten direc- 
tions yelling cries of pain. 

30. Pursued in battle by Karna, the 
grinder of his enemies the collection of 
cars is dispersed on all sides. 


31. O foremost of those leading stan- 
dards, see the standard bearing the emblem 
of an elephant of charioteer’s son is moving 
about all over (the field). 


32. There the son of Radha runs after 
Bhimasena scattering hundreds of arrows 
and killing your soldiers. 


33. There the powerful Panchala car- 
warriors are being dispersed (by him) like 
the Daityas slain by Sakra in the great 
battle. 


34. Having defeated the Panchalas, 
Pandavas and Srinjays, Karna is casting 
his eyes on all sides, methinks, for finding 
you out. 


35. See Partha, how beautiful he looks 
while drawing his best of bows as did. 
shine Shakra in the midst of the celes» 
tials after having defeated_his enemies, 
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36. Witnessing Kama’s power there 
the Kauravas are shouting and striking 
terror to the Pandavas and Srinjayas. 


37. Having thus terrified the Pandavas 
in the great battle with all his force, the 
son of Radha, O giver of honor, addressing 
his army said :— 


38. “May you fare well, O Kauravas. 
Do you move on with such a force that no 
Srinjaya can escape from the battle-field 
with his Jife. 


39. Do so in a body. We will follow 
you.” Saying this he followed them 
shooting his arrow. 


40. See Partha, Karna is shining in the 
battle-field with a white umbrella like the 
Udaya (rising mountain) beautified with 
the moon. 


41—42. With this umbrella of a hundred 
ribs resembling the full-moon held over 
his head he is casting his looks around for 
you. Forsooth, he will come here quickly. 


43. See, O you of large arms, he is 
drawing a huge bow shooting, in the great 
battle, arrows resembling deadly serpents. 


- 44. Seeing your banner bearing the 
emblem of a monkey the son of Radha jg 
turning to this direction for seeking an 
encounter with you, O Partha and bring- 
ing on his ‘own destruction like an insect 
approaching a burning flame. 


. 45. This wrathful heroe: is engaged in 
the well-being of Dhritarastra’s son j that 
one of wicked understanding always seeks 
to injure you. 


46. Seeing Karna alone Dhritarastra’s 
son is turning with his car force to protect 
im, i 


47- That wicked man with all his 
followers should be killed by you with all 


care if you wish to secure fame, kingdom 
and happiness. 


48. Endued with energy and strength 


both of you should fight in battle like a god 
and demon. 


49. Seeing you greatly, worked up with 
anger and Karna too Duryodhana, al- 
though angered, will not be able to do any 
thing., 

_ 50—51. O foremost of Bharatas, know- 
ing yourself self-controlled and Karna as 
- cherishing animosity against the pious 
Yudhisthira, O son of unti, make use of 
this good opportunity. Making up your 
mind for battle encounter all the car- 
warriors, 


52—54. O foremost of car-warriors, 
five hundred most excellent, powerful and 
energetic oar-warriors, -five thousand ele- 
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phants, twice that numbsr of horses, and gix 
thousand foot-soldiers, protecting one an- 
other are coming against you in a body. 
Of your own accord show yourself to the 
great bowman, the charioteer’s son. Advance 
with great force, O foremost of Bharatas. 


55. Worked up with anger there Karna 
advances against the Panchalas. I see his 


standard approeching the car of Dhrista- 


dyumna, Forsuut.., ne will root out the 
Panchalas. 


56. O Bharata ch'ef, I will communicate 
to you a good intelligence, the virtuous king 
Yudhisthira is still alive. 


57. The mighty-armed Bhima has re- 
turned aud is leading the army. He ig 
surrounded by the Srinjayas and Satyaka, 


58. There in battle the Kuru soldiers 
are being killed in battle with sharp arrows 
by Bhimasena and the high-souled Pan- 
chalas. 


59. Wounded with Bhima’s arrows 
Duryodhana's army, retreating and bathed 
in blood, are quickly flying away. 

60. Covered with blood the Bharata is 
looking poorly like the earth divested of 
crops, 

61. Beheld, O son of Kunti, Bhimasena, 
the commander of your army, worked up 


with anger like a serpent, is assailing the 
(Kuru) troops. 


62. Look, O Arjuna, at the yellow, crim- 
son, black and white banners painted with 
Stars, moons and suns and innumerable 
umbrellas scattered all ever the field. 


64. Standards, made ef gold, silver and 
other metals, are lying about, and there lie 
scattered slain horses. 


64. Car-warriors, deprived of their life, 
are dropping down from cars, killed by the 


unretreating Panchalas with variegated 
arrows. 


65. There the quick-coursing Panchalas, 
hananjaya, are Tushing against the 
elephants, horses and cars belonging the 
Dhritarastra’s party,divested of their riders. 


66. O foremost of men, O slayer of 
enemies, your warriors, giving up the love 
of their lives and invincible in battle, 
are, aided by Bhimasena’s power, grinding 
the enemy’s army. 


67. There the Panchalas are sending 
up loud war-cries and blowing their conchs 
as they are advancing against their 
enemies and grinding them with their 
arrows, 

68. Look at their greatness. Through 
their power the Panchalas are killing Dhri- 


tarastra’s soldiers as the angry liens kill 
the tigers, ae 
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69. (Themselves although) without any 
arms they are carrying away the arms of 
the enemies (from theit hands) and with 
them they are killing foes and making war- 
cries. 

Jo. They are striking down the heads 
and arms of their enemies. Their car- 
warriors, elephant-warriors, and cavalry 
are all heroic and praise=worthy. 


71. Like quick-coursing swans leaving 
Manasa lake and running into the Ganges 
the Panchalas are rushing against the 
Kuru army and are assailing every part 
of the huge force of Duryodhana. 


72. Like bulls withstanding bulls, Kripa, 
Karna and other warriors with alt their 
energy are resisting the Panchalas. 


73- The heroes, headed by Dhrista- 
dyumna, are killing thousands of their 
enemies, the great  car-warriors of 
Duryodhana’s force, already sunk in the 
ocean of Bhima’s weapon. 


74. Beholding Panchalas overpowered by 


hostile force with arrows and with roars of 
lions. : 

75- The major portion of the huge army 
of Duryodhana is stricken with fear. 
The cars and horses assailed with Bhima’s 
fear have been scattered all over. 


76. See, these elephants, struck by 
Bhima with his Narachas, are dropping 
down like the summits of mountains 
clapped by Indra’s thunder-bolt. 


77- There the huge elephants, wounded 
by Bhima with his arrows, are flying away 
crushing their own army. 

78. Do you not recognise the leonine 
shouts of Bhima, O Arjuna, who, worked 
up with the desire of achieving victory, 3s 
roaring. 

There worked up with anger the 
Prince of Nishadas is advancing on his 
best of cars, like Death himself arined with 
his rod against the son’ of Pandu for 
killing him with his Tomara. 


80—82. His two arms with Tomaras 
are cut off by Bhima with ten sharpened 
Nacachas eflulgent like fire or the sun- 
Killing him he is proceeding against other 
elephants resembling a mass of dark blue 
clouds and driven by riders. ‘They ate 
striking Vrikodara with Saktis an 
Tomaras. Slaying those elephants seven 
at a time with sharp arrows Partha’s elder 
brother is striking down their victorious 
standards. The -other elephants were 
killed each with ten Narachas. ing : 

83. The war-cries of Dhritarastras 
slaer aE no longer audible since (Bhima), 
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their energies Marut’s son is covering the 
g £ 
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like P i i 
aie himself, is engaged in 

84. Three Akshouhini of Dhri f 

t tarast; 
aing bave heen arranged and they all 

ye been thwarted bj i 
foremost of eae SA tigi giie 
Sanjaya said:— 

85. Beholding that arduous task ac- 
complished by Bhima Arjuna, with his 
sharp arrows, killed the remaining enemies. 


—_—— 


CHAPTER LXI. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd, 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1—2. When Bhimasena and Pandu’s 
son Yudhisthira were Sighting, when my 
soldiers were being killed by the Pandavas 
and Srinjayas, when my army was routed 
and dispirited tell me, O Sanjaya, what 
did the Kauravas do. 


Sanjaya said :— 
3- Seeing the mighty-armed Bhima the 


valiant Karna, with eyes, reddened in 
anger, rushed towards him. 


2 


4. Beholding your soldiers routed by 
Bhima the powerful Karna rallied them 
again with great exertion. 


5- Having collected your son’s force the 
large-armed Karna advanced against the 
heroic Pandavas invincible in battle. 


6. Drawing their bows and discharging 
arrows the great car-warriors of the 
Pandavas advanced against ,the son of 
Radha. 

7—8. Worked up with anger and desiring 
for victory Bhimasena, the grand-son of 
Sini, Shikandi Janamejaya, the powerful 
Dhristadyumna, all the Prabhadrakas and 
the Panchalas advanced furiously from 
all directions against your army. 

9. In the same way the powerful car- 
warriors of your host speedily advanced 
against the Pandava army desirous of 
kiliing them. Fi 

10. The two hosts, abaunding in cars, 
elephants, the cavalry and infantry, looked 
exceedingly wonderful. 


11. Shikhandi rushed against Karea, 
and Dhristadyumna, accompanied by & 
great force, proceeded against your son 
Dushasana, 

12. Nakula ran against Vrishasena and 
Yudhisthira‘ advanced against Chitrasena ; 
Sahadeva proceeded against Uluka in‘that 
bat 
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13. Satyaki proceeded against Seo 
and the sons of Draupadi against oth 
Kouravas. And the great car-warrior 
Drona’s son ‘proceeded against Arjuna in 
that battle. : 


14. Goutama encountered in battle we 
great bowman Yudhamanyu. And the 
powerful Kritavarma rushed against Utta- 
moujasa. 


15. The large-armed Bhimasena alone 
withstood all your sons with their armies. 


16, Thereupon Shikhandi, the slayer of 
Bhishma, with winged arrows, obstructec 


Karna ranging fearlessly (in the battle- 
field). ` 


17. Thus obstructed and with his lips 
trembling in anger Karna struck Shikhandi 
on the fore-head with three arrows. 


18. Carrying three arrows Shikhandi 
shone there like a silver mountain with three 
elevated summits. 


19. Sorely wounded by Karna in that 
battle that great bowman struck him in 
return with ninety sharp arrows, 


20. Having slain his horses and driver 
with three arrows the great car-warrior 
Karna struck down his standard with a 
tazor-shaped arrow. 


21. Then jumping down from his horse- 
less car that great car-warrior, the 
aggrandiser of his enemies, discharged a 
dart in anger at Karna. 


22. Cutting it off in battle with three 


arrows Karna struck Shikhandi with nine 
sharp arrows. 


23. Avoiding arrows shot off Karna's 


bow Shikhandi, greatly wounded ick] 
retreated from the field, Sie ae 


24. O king, then Karna fell on the 


Pandava army as the violent wind disperses 
a pack of cotton. 


25. Wounded by your son Dhrista- 
dyumna struck, in return, Dushasana on the 
breast with three arrows. 


26. Then Dushasana struck the left arm 


of his enemy with a sharp gold feathered 
winged arrow, : 


27. Thus wounded and filled with 
terrible rage Dhristad 
te Dain yumna shot arrows 
28. O fking, 
cut off the shaf 
dyumna which 
force. 


ag. Then approaching Dhrist ; 
he struck him on the bee aides 


with seventeen other gold winged arrows. - 
. 30. Then worked up with anger 


with three arrows your son 
t discharged by Dhrista- 
was about to fall with great 
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Prishata’s son cut off his bow witha sharp 
razor shaped arrow at which al? his people 
shouted out. 


31. Your son,however, taking up another 
bow, smilingly covered Whristadyumna 
with wounds of arrows. 


32. Beholding the prowess of your high- 
souled son all the warriors in the field, 
Siddhas and Apsaras were filled surprise. 


33. We saw the highly powerful Dhrista 
dyumna obstructed by Dushasana like a 
huge elephant checked by a lion, 


34. Then desirous of rescuing their gene- 
ralissim. O elder brother of Pandu, the 
Panchala car-warriors,elephants and horses 
surrounded your son. 


35: O slayer of enemies, then ensued a 
dreadful and destructive encounter between 
your people and your enemey’s host. 

36. Standing by his father’s side 
Vrishasena, struck Nakula with five iron 


arrows and again wounded him with three 
others. 


37. The heroic Nakula however smiling 
struck Vrishasena on the breast with a 
sharp Naracha. 


38. Thus wounded greatly by his 
powerful enemy that grinder of his enemies 
struck his adversary with twenty five 
arrows, 


39. Those two foremost of men covered 
each other with thousands of arrows at 
which their respective battalions broke. 


40. Seeing ‘Duryodhana’s soldiers 
quickly flying away Karna, O king, pre- 
vented them with force. 


41. After Karna’s departure Nakula 
proceeded against the Kauravas. Avoiding 
Nakula in battle Karna’s son quickly went 


to Karna, who was guarding the passage 
of his chariot. 


42. Angry Uluka was restrained by 
Sahadeva in battle. - 


43. Having killed his four horses the. 


powerful Sahadeva despatched his 
charioteer to the abode of Yama. 


~- 44. Then leaping down from his car- 


O king, Uluka, the joy of his sire, soon 
advanced against the host of Trigarttas. 


45. Having pierced Sakuni with twenty 
sharp arrows Satyaki, as if smiling, struck 


cae the standard of Suvala’s son with his 
art. 


46. O king, the powerful son of Suvala 
too, worked up with anger, cutting off his 


coat of mail, again sundered his golden 
Standard. — 
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47. Then Satyaki pierced him in re- 
turn with sharpened «arrows and then 
quickly despatched to the abode of Yama 
his charioteer and horses with three arrows, 


48. Then O king, jumping down all on 
a sudden from his own car Sakuni quickly 
got on Uluka’s car. Then that heroe, ex- 
pert in fighting, soon took away Sini's 
grand-son. 

49. Then O king, Satyaki, with great 
force, advanced against your army at which 
they were all routed. 

50. Covered with arrows shot by Sini’s 
grand-son your soldiers, O king, fled away 
in all directions and dropped down dead. 
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51.--Your son obstructed Bhimasena in 
battle. Bhima however, in a moment, de- 
prived him of his horses, charioteer, car 
and standard. 

52. His men, O king, were highly 
pleased and the king soon fled away from 
Bhimasena’s view. 

53. Then the entire Kuru army rushed 
towards Bhimasena. And desirous of kill- 
ing Bhima they set up a terrible shout. 


Having struck Kripa Yudha- 
manyu soon cut off his bow. But Kripa, 
the foremost of the wielders of arms, taking 
up another bow struck down on earth 
Yudhamanyu’s ! 
umbrella. Then the great car-warrior 
Yudhamanyu fled away on his car. 

36. Uttamouja soon covered Hridika’s 
son Bhima of dreadful prowess like showers 
covering a mountain. 

Then O slayer of enemies, that 
battle became highly dreadful the like of 
which had never been seen by me before, 


54—55: 


O king. 
58. Then Kritavarma, in that battle, 
O king, all on a sudden struck Uttamouja 


on the breast at which the latter sank down 


on his car. 

59. His charioteer however carried away 
that foremost of car-warriors. Then the 
Kuru army surrounded Bhimasena from 
all sides. 

6c. 
sana and Suvala’s son surroune 
son and began to assail him 
arrows. 

61. ‘Thereupon making the angry Dur 
yodhana retreat from: the battle-field we 
a hundred arrows Bhima quickly advance 
against the elephant force. 

62. Beholding that elephant lore ac: 
vance against him allon a sudden ` He 
dara, worked up greatly with anger javito, 
celestial weapons, He then struck ele- 


led Pandu’s 
with small 


standard, charioteer and | 


With a huge elephant force Dusha- | 





i 
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phants wi i 
We ea elephants as Indra assailed 
63. Killing the elephants in battle 


i a r 
Vrikodara covered the sky with arrows as 
a swarm of insects cover a flame. 


: Ci As the wind scatters a collection of 
clouds su Bhima dispersed and killed those 
elephants collected there in thousands. 


65. Covered with net-works of gold and 


; gems the elephants looked greatly beauti- 


ful like clouds charged with lightning. 


66. <Assailed by Bhima, O king, the 
elephants: fled away on all sides. Some, 
cut to their hearts, fell down on earth. 


67. With elephants adorned with gold 
fallen there the carth appeared as if strewn 
with shattered mountains. 


_ 68. With fallen elephant warriors, shin- 
ing and adorned with jewels the earth 
shone beautiful as if covered with planets 
dropped for the wane of virtue. 


69. With their temples, frontal globes 
and trunks maimed the elephants, struck 
by Bhimasena’s arrows, fled away in 
hundreds in that battle. 


jo. With their limbs wounded with 
arrows, stricken with fear and vomitting 
blood, som2,huge like mountains, fled away 
like mountains adorned with metals. 

71. There they saw the two arms of 
Bhimasena, holding bows, pasted with 
sandal and Aguru and resembling two huge 
serpents. 


Hearing the twang of his baw 
resembling the sound of a thunder-bolt the 
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| elephants passed urine and excreta and 


fled away. 

73. ‘That feat, of the intelligent Bhima- 
sena who fought single-handed, resembled 
that of Rudra while destroying all creatures. 


CHAPTER LXII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Then on that best of cars drawn by 
white horses and driven by Narayana 
himself the beautiful Arjuna arrived there. 

2. As the wind agitates a great ocean 
so Vijaya overpowered your army, O fore- 
most of kings, abounding in horse-men. 

While (Arjuna) the rider of white 
horses was a little careless your son Duryo- 
«dhana, worked up with anger, and sur- 
rounded by his soldiers, came there all on 
sudden and encompassed the revergelul 
Yudhisthira. 
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4. He then struck Yudhisthira with 
seventy-three razor-shaped arrows. At 
that Kunti’s son Yudhisthira was greatly 
worked up with anger. 

. He quickly struck your son with 
thety dare Then the Kuru soldiers 
rushed against Yudhisthira for seizing 
him. 


6. Then apprised of the evil intention ; 


of the cnemies the great car-warriors came 
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Karna of the color of crimson sandal and 
adorned with gold and jewels. 

21. Then all the quarters were shrouded 
with arrows. And Karna greatly assailed 
the righteous king Yudhishthira, 

22, Then worked up with anger Kunti’s 
son king Yudhishthira struck Karna with 
fifty sharpened arrows. 

23. Darkened with arrows. that army 
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looked exceedingly . dreadful. And your 


there in a body for rescuing [<unti's son | soldiers, O king, sent up piteous wails of 


Yudhishthiva. 

7- Eneircled by an Akshouhini of sol- 
diers Nakula, Sahadeva, Dhristadyumna 
and Parshata advanced towards Yudhish- 
thira. 

8. Grinding the great car-warriors of 
your army Bhimasena too went where 
Yudhisthira was surrounded by his enemies. 

9. Making a,downpour of arrows, O 
king, Vikartana’s son Karna obstructed 
alone all those great bowmen. 


to. Although making a downpour of 
arrows, discharging Tomaras, and exerting 
their very best they could not look at the 
son of Radha. 


11. With a huge downpour of arrows the 
son of Radha whohad mastered all sorts of 
weapons withstood all those great bow men. 

12. Taking up speedily his bow the 
noble-minded Sahadeva soon approached 
Duryodhana and struck him with twenty 
arrows. 


13. Struck by Sahadeva Duryodhana, 
huge like a mountain, covered with blood, 
appeared like a maimed elephant. 


14. Seeing your son sorely wounded 
with many powerful shafts Karna, the best 
of car-warriors, wroth proceeded there. 


15+ Beholding Duryodhana in that con- 

dition and quickly getting ready his 
weapon he soon struck the sons of 
Yudhisthira and Prishata. 


16. Assailed with arrows by the great 
son of the charioteer Yudhisthira’s soldiers 
all on a sudden fled away. 


17. Various sorts of arrows fell there 
rouchinp one another. Those, shot off the 
ow of Karna, touched the win f 
with their blades. NEP UE 


18. The arrows coming in contact with 
one another a conflagration was caused in 
the sky. 


19. With arrows capable of Piercing the 
bodies of the enemies and advancing quick- 
ly Karna covered the ten quarters as if 
with a swarm of locusts. 


20. Beautiful bows shone in the arms of 


| pain, 





24. Whilst they were being slain by 
Dharma's son with various sharp Kanka- 
feathered arrows whetted on stone, Bhallas, 
Saktis and clubs. 

25. Wherever the virtuous king extend- 
ed his looks all the soldiers of your party 
were shattered. 





26. Then Karna, greatly worked up 
with anger, struck Yudhisthira with winged 
and calt-tooth shaped arrows. 

27. Revengeful, wrathful and having his 
lips trembling in anger the highly energetic 

| Karna struck Vudhishthira with arrows. 
Yuchishthira too siruck him with gold 
| feathered and sharpened arrows. 


28. Karna, as if smiling, struck the 
Pandava king on the breast with three 
winged darts. 

29. Pius greatly assailed by him the 
piovs king Yudbishthira sat down on his 
car and ordered his charioteer to go. 


30. Then all the soldiers of your army 
with their king sent up a loud war-cry 
saying “ seize him.” And then they rushed 
towards the king. 


31. Then seventeen hundred Kekaya 
warriors with Panchalas obstructed the 
soldiers of Duryodhana. 

_ 32. When that dreadful and destruc- 
tive battle raged on the highly powerful 


Duryodhana and Bhima fought with each 
other. 


== 


CHAPTER LXIII. 
(KARNA PARVA)—Continued. 


| Sanjaya said :— 


1. Karna, with a net-work of arrows, 
struck the mighty car-warrior, the great 


bowman of the Kekaya race who all stood 
before him. 


.2- Five hundred heroes who withstood 
him inbattle were killed by Karna. 


ad 


KARNA 


_ 3 Thereupon seeing the son of Radha 
irrepressible in battle all those warriors, 
assailed by Karna’s shafis, approached 
Bhimasena. 


4—5- Dispersing that car-force with his 
arrows Karna, in a charriot, pursued tie 
heroic Yudhishthira,who,then wounced with 
arrows, and almost unconscious, was slowly 
proceeding towards encampment between 
the twins. 


6. Approaching the king, the car- 
warrior’s son, with a desire to do good to 
Duryodhana, struci: him with three highly 
powerful sharpened arrows. 


7. The king then struck Radha’s son 
on the breast with an arrow, his charioteer 
with tiree and his horses with four. 


8. ‘fhe two sons of Madri protected the 
sides of Yudhisthira and then 
towards Karna so that he might not kill 
the king. 

Then the highly careful Nakula and 
Sahadeva severally covered Karna with a 
downpour of arrows. 


10. Then the highly powerful son of the 
charioteer struck those high-souled and 
victorious heroes with sharpened darts. 

11. Then in the battle Radha’s son 
killed Yudhishthira’s mest excellent horses 
white as the teeth, :quick-coursing like the 
mind and having black tails. 

12. Then as if smiling the charioteer’s 
son, a great bowman himself, struck down 
with another Bhallya the crown of the son 
of Kunti. 

13. Having killed then Naknla’s horses 
the powerful (Karna) sundered t 
arrows of ihe intelligent son of Madri. 

14. Then those two sons of Pandu, the 
two brothers (Yudhisthira aud Nakula) 
greatly wounded, got upon Sahadeva’s cat 
after their horses and car had been des- 
troyed. 

15. Seeing them deprived of their cars, 
their maternal uncle, the king cof Madra, 
and slayer of inimical herees,out of compas- 
sion said to Karna. 

16. “You are to fight to-day with 
Pandu's son Phaiguna. Why do you, 
irate, then fight with the pious king 
Vudhishthira ?” 


17. With your weapons exhausted, the 
coat of mail mutilated, arrows reduced and 
without quiver, with your horses «nd 
charioteer worn out with fatigue and your- 
self wounded with shafts by the enemics, 
when you will encounter Partha, Q son of 
Radha, you wili be a butt of ridicule. 


18. Although accosted thus by the king 


they ran | 


he bow and | 


| 
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of Madra in the battle-field, still Karna, 


worked up with ang a 
thira. p with anger, pursued Yudhish- 


19. Having wounded then greatly with 
sharpened ar:ows the two sons begotten on 
Madri by Paudu, Karna smiling made 
(the king) turn his face with arrows in 
battle. 

20. Thereupon, Salya, smiling again 
said to poun who was on the car, worked 
up with anger and bent upon killing 
Yudhishthira. 5 3 


21. “O son of Radha, leaving aside 
Partha, for whom vou are always honored 
by the son of Dhritarastra, what will you 
reap by killing Yudhisthira? 

22. Here is the great blare of the conchs 
blown by the two Krishnas. And here is 
being heard the twang of his bow like the 
muttering of clouds in the rainy season. 


23. Behold O Karna, having slain all 
our car-warricrs in battle with a net work of 
arrows, Arjuna is devouring our entire 
army. 

-o4. The rear of the heroe is being 
protected Yudhamanyu and Uttamajasa. 
And Satyaki is protecting his wheel on the 
north. 

23. Dhristadyumaa is guarding his wheel 
in the south and Bhimasena is fighting with 
the king Duryodhana. 


26. Look to it to-day, O Karna, so that 


| Bhima may not kill the king in our very 


pres-nce and he may escape him. 


27. Behold he has been overpowered by 
Bhimasena, a beauty of the battle field. 
It will be a great wonder if you can release 
hin. 

28. Go there and rescue the king for he 
has been overtaken by a great danger. 
What will vou gain by killing the two sons 
of Madra and tie king Yudhisthira ? 


29—32. Hearing the words of the king 
Salya and seeing Duryodhana overpowered 
by Bhima in that great battle, Karna, 
worked up with the words of Salya and 
anxious to save the king, left the king 
VYudnishichira who has no enemies and the 
two sons of Madri and hurried on for 
rescuing your son. After Karna’s depar- 
ture, Yudhisthira, begotten by Pandu on 
Kunti. left the battle-field, born by the 
quick-coursing horses of Sanadeva. 

33—35- Guarded by the twins the king 
quickly returned to his camp in shame, 
His body was covered with wounds of 
arrows. Te got down from the car and 
sat on his best seat. The arrows were then 
taken out of his person and the king, 
filled with sorrow, said to his twin brothers 


MAHABI 


car-warriors, the powerful | 
1 Go speedily to Bhima’s ; 
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the two great 
sons of Madri. 
detachment.” 


CHAPTER LXIV. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 


Sanjaya siad :— 

+1. Thereupon surrounded by a mighty 
car-force Drona's son appeared, all ona 
sudden O king, where Pritha’s son was. 

2. Like a bank containing ocean Pritha’s 
heroic son, assisted by Shouri, all on a 
sudden, encountered him, 

3. Thereupon filled with anger, O 
monarch, tre highly powerful son of Drona 
covered Arjuna and Krishna with arrows. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


4. Beholding those two Krishnas covered 
` with arrows the mighty car-warriors of the 
Pandava and Kucu armies, filled with great 
wonder, looked at them. 
if smiling Arjuna 
created a celestial weapon which, O 
descendant of Bharata, the Brahmana 
baffled in battle. 


6. Whatever weapon that the Pandava 
discharged in battle for killing the son of 
Drona, the great bowman made useless. 


5. Thereupon as 


7, Then, O king, a great encounter of 
Weapons took place in that great battle 
when we saw the son of Drona like Death 
himself with widening mouth. 


8. Having fiiled all the quarters and ' 
directions with straight arrows he sundered | 
Krishna's right arm with three arrows, 


9. Thereupon killing all the horses of 
the high-souled one Arjuna created, in the 
battle-field, a dreadful stream of blood, 
carring away all to the other region. 





| on a sudden c 


IARAA., 


the horses, with their trappin 
ran about hither and thither. 


14—15. Witnessing these feats 
Partha, beautifving the battle-field 
powerlul son of Drona speedily 
that foremost of the victorious, quivered his 
dreadful, gold bedecked bow and struck 
hin on all sides with innumerable sharpen- 
dd arrows. 


16. O monarch, 
lessly wounded Arjun 
winged arrow. 

17. © son of Bharata, 
wounded in battle by th 
with force, took 
the highly 
son witha 
his bowstri 


gs destroyed 


of 
the 
encountered 


S 


Drouni again ruth- 
a on the breast with a 


being greatly 
at-son of Drona he, 
up his Gandiva bow. Then 
intelligent heroe covered Drona’s. 
downpour of arrows and cut off 
ng. 

18. Having his bow thus snapped 
Drona’s son took up a sword, like unto a 
thunder bolt and hurled it at Arjuna. 


19. O King, as if smiling, Arjuna all 
it off that gold-gilded’ sword 
that was about to fall on him- 

20. Sundered by Parts.’ arrows it fell 
down on earth like a mountain shattered by 
(Indra's) thunder-bolt, 


21. Thereupon irate, the mighty car- 
warrior son of Drona. covered fully 
Vishatsn with we pons sł“ icd him by 
Indra. 

22. Beholding those weapons of Indra 
about to fait on him Partha toox up his 
Gandiva and speedily bafiled them with an 


arrow created for him by Vasava. 
23—24. Then cutting off that net-work 
of Indra’s weapon Partha soon covered the 
car of Drona’s son. Assailed by Arjuna’s 
arrows Drvuuni, €ncountering the former and 
cutting through the downpour of Pandava’s 
arrows, called to his aid a powerful weapon, 
and all on a sudden wounded Krishna with 
a hundred arrows, and Arjuna with three 


to. There all beheld cars and warriors | »Undred small arrows, 
belonging to the detachment of Drona’s 25. Thereupon with a hundred arrows 
son destroyed by arrows shot off Partha’s } Arjuna pierced the son of his preceptor to 
bow. There then flowed a tiver dreadful | the very vitals. He then covered his horses 
and running on to the other world. and charioteer with a number of ..rrows in 
11. In that agitating and dreadful en- | the very presence of the warriors, 
counter between Drona’s son and Partha | 26. Then --ounding Drouni on- his vital 
the warriors rushed: towards one another parts, Panc va, the Slayer of inimical 
without any consideration whatsoever. heroes, struck down his driver from his car 


12. O king, the horses and charioteers 
of cars were killed, the Cavalry were des- 
troyed and the riders of elephants were 
slain. Thus a dreadful slaughter of animals 
was carried on by Partha in that battle, 


13. Then the car-warriors fell down 
slain by arrows shot off Partha’s bow. And 


with a dart, 


27- Then himself takin 
horses Drona’s son cover 
arrows. 
then. 


28. He simu 
and fought with 


g up the reins of 
ed Krishna with 
“He saw a wonderful power in him 


Itaneously drove his horses 
Phalguna. I vas spoken 





KARNA 


highly of by all the warriors in battle, O 
King. , 
29. Then smiling a little, Vibhatsu also 
named Jaya spedily cut off the rein of 
Peon horses in battle with a razor-like 
shaft. 


| 
30. Assailed with weapons the ie 
| 





ran away on all sides. There then took 
place a great havoc of your soldiers. 


gi. Having thus accomplished victory 
the Pandavas, desirous of achieving (fur- | 
ther) success, pursued your soldiers, on all 
sides, making a discharge of arrows. 


32—33. Thereupon in the very presence 
of your sons, O king, conversant “en 





diverse mode’ of warfare, of Suvala’s son 
Shakuni and Karna your great army was 
again and again routed by the Pandava 
warriors desirous of victory. 


34. Although prevented, O king, by 
your sons that great army assailed on all 
sides did not stop in the battls- feld. 


35. The warriors taking to their heels 
on all sides in numbers a great confusion 
took place in the vast terror-stricken army 
of your son. 

36. Karna then exclaimed “Wait wait” 

But your army, slain by many great 
warriors, did not wait in the battle-field. 
- 37. Beholding the army of Duryodhana, 
thus routed on all sides, the Pandavas, 
filled with the desire of victory, sent up 
oud war-cries. 

38—39. Duryodhana then lovingly said 
to Karna :—‘‘See, O Karna, how our army, 
greatly assailed by the Pandava,is flying on 
all sides, although you are present here. 
O repressor of foes, do what you think 
proper now. 

40. Routed by the Pandavas, thousands 
of our soldiers are calling after you only. 





those weighty words of 


1. Hearing it) 1 
; as if smiling, said to 


Duryodhana, Karna, 
the Madra king. 


42. “Behold, O king, 
my arms and weapons. it ) 
in battle all the Panchalas and Pandavas. 
Drive my car, O best of men, and every 
thing will be as 1 have said’ 


43—44. Having said this, O monarch, 
the charioteer’s son, highly powerful as he 
was, took up his eld victorious Dow Vijaya 
the bes: of its kind, and rubbing again and 
and again its string set it on the OW: 
Thereupon having assured his army and 
commanded them to wait In the battle- 
field, the powerful and highly eee 
Karna set Bhargava weapons to ius ow 
string. 





the strength of 


will kill, to-day | 
i 


| sides, the earth began to shake. 
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45. There came out in a stream, O king, 


millions of ; 
sharp arrows in i 
encounter. # ena TEA 


46. Covered fully with those shini 

r ining and 
dreadful Xanka and rer 
arrows the Pandava soldiers could see 
nothing in the battle-field. 


47. Assailed by the powerful Bhrgav. 
re: 1 } = 
weapon in that battle, O king, Panchalas 
set up loud lamentations, j 


48—49. And O king, thousands of ele- 
phants, horses, cars and men falling on all 
; The 
great army of the Pandavas quivered from 
one end to‘the other. 


50. In the meantime while killing his 
enemies, that foremost of men, the great 
warrior Karna, even destroying his foes, 
shone like smokeless fire. 


51—52. Massacred then by Karna the 
Panchalas and Chedis lost their conscious- 
ness in the battle-field like elephants when 
a forest fire rages on, The leading warriors 
sent up war-cries roaring like tigers. Like 
animals at the hour of universal dissolution 
the soldiers, terror-stricken, and running 
wildly about in the battle-field, set up loud 
cries of lamentations. 


53. Seeing them thus slaughtered by the 
charioteer’s son, all creatures, beasts and 
birds, were terrorised. 


54. As the spirits call upon the Regent 
of Death to save them, so the Srinjayas, 
massacred by Karna, repeatedly prayed to 
Arjuna and Vasudeva’s son to save them. 


Beholding there the discharge of the 
dreadful Bhargava weapon and hearing the 
cries of his men slaughtered by Karna, 
with arrows Kunti’s son Dhananjaya said 
to Krishna. 


56. “Behold, O mighty-armed Krishna, 
the power of Bhargava weapon, No one 
can withstand it in battle. 


57- Behold again in this great encounter 
© Krishna, the great son of a charioteer, 
resembling Death himself in power and 
performing a dreadful feat. 

5¢. Repeatedly urging on his horses he 
is looking at me. l will not be able to tear 
me away itom Karna in battle. 


59. Ifa man survives he either meets 
with success or deafeat in battle. To ont 
dead, © Hrishikesh,death itself is a victory: 


Go. Thus addressed by Partha, Krishna, 


| 
| 
i 
Bou | the suhduer ef his enemies,said to Dhanan- 
U - > 
j 
| 
| 


jzya, the foremost of the wise, the follow- 
ing suitable to the occasion. 

61. The royal son of Kunti has been 
greatly wounded by Karna. Secing him 
first you will afterwards kill Karna. 
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ded to see 
62. Then Janatddana procee 
Yudhisthira, thinking, O king, that een, 
in the meantime, would be worn out with 
faügue in battle: è i 

6. Himself too being desirous of seeing 
the king thus wounded with arrows, Dhan- 
anjaya, at the bidding of Keshava, left the 
battle, and went on his car. 


es 


CHAPTER LXV. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. Having vanquished Drona’s son and 
performed a highly difficult and heroic 
task, Dhananjaya, ever irrepressible to his 
enemies, with a bow ready in his hands, 
eyed his own army. 


2. Cheering up the warriors that were 
still fighting at the heads of their respective 
detachments and speaking highly of their 
former successes Arjuna enjoined his car- 
warriors to be at their posts. ` 


3. Not finding his brother Yudhisthira, 
a descendant of Ajamida, Arjuna quickly 
approached Bhima and enquired of the 
king’s whereabouts, saying ‘Where is the 
king ?” 


Bhima said :— 


4. Wounded wirh Karna’s arrows the 
pious king Yudhisthira has gone away 
from here. 1 doubt if he still survives. 


Arjuna said :— 


5. For this very reason proceed you 
quickly from here and bring the news of 
the king, that foremost of urus. Forsooth, 
greatly wounded with Karna’s arrows the 
king lias gone to his camp. A 


6. Although struck greatly with sharpen- 
ed arrows by Lrena’s son the king still 
waited in tue battle-field,desirous of 
until Drona was slain. 


7. The high-minded chief of Pandus, 
undoubtedly met with peril in battle through 
Karna. Go quickly, Bhima, and learn of 
his condition, 1 will wait here and oppose 
the enemy. 


Bhima said :— 


8. illustrious and leading descendant 
of Bharata, better go yourselt and enquire 
after the king. {If 1 go, O Arjuaa, the 
eading warriors will explain that I am 
tightened in battle, 


victory, 


MAHABHARATA. 


Sanjaya said :— 

g. Then Arjuna said to Bhimasena += 
“The Samsaptakas are before my army. 
Without killing these my enemies I cannot 
leave the post.” 


1o. Bhima? replied then to Arjuna :— 
“ O foremost of Kurus, with the aid of my 
own power, I will encounter the Samsap- 
takas in battle, you better go yourself, O 
Dhananjaya. 


11. Thereupon hearing those brave 
words of his brother Bhimasena, in the 
midst of the enemies, and desirous of going 
to sce Yudhisthira, he said to the Vrishni 
heroe (Krishna) :— 


12. “Leave this ooean-like army, O 
Hrishikesha and drive the horses. I wish 
to see, U Keshava, the king who has no 
enemies.” ; 


13. While he was about to drive the 
horses, the foremost of Dasharhas said to 
Bhima :—"It is nothing wonder for you, 
O Bhima. Kill the enemies of Partha.” * 


14. Thereupon Hrishikesha drove quick- 
ly where Yudhisthira was. Quickly was 
he borne there, O king, by the horses re- 
sembling Garuda himself. 


15. He had left there Bhimasena, the 
slayer of his enemies, with instructions to 
fight the enemies, O king. 


16. Then driving in their car those two 
heroes approached the king who was lying 
alone on his bed. ‘They got down from the 


car and saluted the ieet of the righteous 
Yudhisthira. 


17. Seeing that foremost of men safe 
and sound the two Krishnas were filled with 


delight as the two Ashwins are on seeing 
Indra. 


18. As Vivaswan congratulated the two 
Ashwinis, as Vrihaspati congratulated 


| Indra and Vishnu after they had killed the 
powcrful Asura Jambha so the king congra- 


tulated them both. 


19. Thinking that Karna had been killed 
the virtuous king was delighted and he then 
addressed thern thus, with his accents 
suppressed with joy. 


m 


CHAPTER LXVI. 
(KARNABADHA PARV A)— Contd. 
Yudhisthira said :— 


1. Welcome to you, Devaki’s son and 
Dhananjaya, highly agreeable to me 


is the pleasure of you too Arjuna, O 
Achyuta, 7 yO -Ariunay 


shen 





KARNA PARVA. 


2. Though yourselves are not wounded 


by your enemies, you two, who are his ene- 
mies, have killed the mighty Karna, 


3. Who was like a deadly serpent in 
battle; an adept in all weapons, the leader of 
all the sons of Dhritarashtra, nay the very 
warder of their armour and coats of mail; 


4. Who was protected by the great 
archers Vrishasena and Sushena; highly 
energetic, powerful and taught by Rama 
(himself) the use of arms; 


5. Who was the head of all the world, 
and most celebrated car-warrior; who was 
the saviour of Dhritarashtra’s sons and who 
fed the van of the army ; 


6. Who was the destroyer of others’ 
armies and tlre oppressor of the enemies, 
and was bent upon doing Duryodhana a 
good turn and afflicting us; 


7. Who was irrepressible even unto the 
gods headed by Vasava in a great battle, 
and was like unto fre and wind in energy 
aud strength ; 


8. Who was unfathomable like the ne- 
ther region and an increaser of the joy of 
friends, he was like Death incarnate to his 
enemies. 
Karna in the great battle you come here 
like the immortals after vanquishing the 
demons, 

g- O Achyuta, O Arjuna, a great en- 
counter took place to-day between myself 
setting forth my best energies and ` that 
hero who appeared like Death incarnate 
bent upon destroying all creatures. 

to—1t. By him my standard was cut 
down, my two Parshni drivers were killed 
and I was made horseless and carless in the 
very presence of Yuyudhana, Dhristadyum- 
na, the twins, the heroic Shikhandin the 
son of Drupada, and ail the Panchalas. 

12. O you of mighty arms, having van- 
quished them all and many others of his 
enemies the highly powerful Karna, de- 
feated me in that great battle although I 
tried my very best to withstand him. 

13. Forsooth pursuing me on all the 
sides and defeating all my allies in that 
battle that foremost of warriors addressed 
to me many harsh words. 

14. It is through Bhima’s power that I 
do still survive, O Dhananjaya i what more 
need I say? The humiliation is indeed too 

` much for me. 

15. O Dhananjaya, through fear of him, 
L have not slept in the night nor have l en- 
joyed comfort in the day for these thirteen 
years. r 

16—17. O Dhananjaya, I am burning 
with hatred against him. Conscious of my 


17 


By good luck, having slain that | 
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days being numbered I avoided Karna, li 
the bird Vaddrinasa. I approached: ie 
as if bent on my own destruction, Awake 
or asleep I spent my days only in thinking 
how I would accomplish Karna’s death, 


18. Even while awake, O Arjuna, I see 
his, illusion (of Karna) and it seems to me 
as if the whole universe is filled with Karna, 


19. Wherever I go, O Dhananjaya, ‘ib 
fear of Karna, everywhere I see his image 
before ine. 


20. O Partha, with my horses and cars 
I was vanquished by Karna, who never 
retreats from the battle-feld. “He simply let 
me go with my life. 


2t. Of what use is life and kingdom to 
me, since Karna, the beauty of the battle- 
field, has defied and ridiculed me. 


22. I had never undergone such humi- 
liation in battle even from Bhishma, Kripa, 
or Drona, as I haveto-day at the hands 
of the son of Suta the mighty charioteer. 

23. Therefore it is that I ask you to- 
day, O son of Kunti, about your welfare. 
Relate to me in detail how you slew Karna 
to-day. 

24. 
self and in prowess like Yama and 


He was in battle like Sakra him- 
like 


Rama in arms. How has he been killed 
then ? 
25. He was a mighty charioteer and 


well-known for being an adept in all the 
forms of warfare: iie was the foremost of 
archers and the leader of all. 


26. O prince, he was respected by Dhrita~ 
rashtra himself as well as by his sons foc 
you alone. How has then the son of Radha 
been killed by you to-day ? 


27. O Arjuna, O foremost of men, in 
all the battles Karna was regarded by 


Dhritarashtca’s sons as your death. 


28. How have you then, O most power- 
ful of men, killed him in battle? Describe 
to me, O son of Kunti, how Karna has been 


slain by you. 


29. How did you cut off his head, O 
most mightv one, asa tiger pieces off the 
head of a Ruru deer, while he was fighting, 
even in_the presence of all his allies ? 


30—31. Does the wicked Karna lie to- 
day on the naked earth killed with your 
keen Kanka-feathered arrows—larna, the 
son of Suta, who used tosearch all the 
quarters for you and who had promised to 

ive a car with six elephantine bulls to him 
who would point you out? Indeed by kill- 
ing him in battle you have performed a 


work highly congenial to me. 


MAHABHARATA. 
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3, -How did you encounter and kill in 
ule that Paltnoaored hero, that proud 
and haughty son of Suta who used tosearch 
youweverywhere in,the battle-field. 

- 33. Have you, O brother, really slain 
in battle the vicious scoundrel who was ever 
ready to challenge you and to give away 
to others a superb golden chariot along 
with bulls, steeds and elephants provided 
they could give him some clue of you 3 


34. Have you, indeed, slain that favour- 
ie of Suyodhana who, being elated with 
the pride of „chivalry, ever used to indulge 
in self-glorification amidst the assembly of 
the Kurus ? 

. Does the scoundrel lie low on the 
batile-field to-day being mangled all over 
the body with long-ranging blood-bes- 


meared shafts hurled by youfrom your- 


bow. Could you break in twain the arms of 
Dhritarastra’s sons? 


36. Could: you baffle the foolish brag- 
gings he used to make amidst the assembly 
of kings simply to soothe Duryodhana, say - 
ing,—I will kill Phalguna ? 


. Have you, O son of Indra, slain in 
to-day’s battle the dull-headed Karna, the 
son Suta, who had taken an oath not to 
wash his feet till Partha breathed ? 

33—39. That designing Karna who 
amidst the assembly of the Kuru chiefs 
had said to Krishna ‘why don't you, O 
Krishna, desert the powerless, iinbecile and 
degraded Pandavas’—that Karna who had 
vowed solemnly that he would not return 
from the field till he slew (both) Krishna 
and Partha—tcll me does that vicious Karna 
lie to-day on the field with mangled 
limbs ? 


40. You do full well remember how hotly 
the battle-raged when the Srinjayas and the 
Kaurava’s faced each cther—the encounter 
in which I was brought to such a sad 
plight. Did you come face to face with 
Karna and shoot him down ? 


41. Have you to-day, O Sabyasachin, 
severed that ear-ring-bedecked splendid 
head of Karna off from his body with your 
fiery shafts discharged from the Gandiva. 

42. O valiant one, aficted with Karna’s 
shafts to-day how I thought of you (that 
you seul) slay him)! Have you put that 
thought of mine to action by  slayi 

Karna ? af ae 

43- Being under the csevis of Karna the 
proud Suyodhana cared us not a jot. Have 
you by your might removed that zgis ? 


44. Did you encounter him in the field 
and settle with that wretched wight, the son 
of Suia, who had even before the assembly 








of the Kauravas likened us to sesame seeds 
devoid of kernel ; 


45. That unrighteous son of Suta who 
had, grinning all the while, ordered Du- 
swashanta to drag out Jagyasena’s daughter 
won by Subala’s son (as a stake) at dice; 


46. That dull-headed Karna who had 
upbraided the foremost warriors on Earth— 
our grand-sire Bhisma—upon being des- 
cribed as an indifferent car-warrior in the 
course of the tale of Rathas and Atirathas ? 


47. Assure me, O Phalguna, that you 
have met withand slain that Karna in battle, 
and thereby: quench the flame of vindic- 
tiveness blazing within my héart being 
fanned by the wind of mortification. 


48. ‘Tell me, therefore, how you slew 
the son of Suta. O hero, J have so long 
been expecting you even as the divine 
Bishnu had awaited the. arrival of Indra 
to bring him the news of Vritra’s death, 


CHAPTER LXVII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)— Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Hearing those words of the pious 
king, who was all anger, the great warrior 
Jishnu of indomitable energy said to the 
irrepressible and powerful Yudhisthira : 


2. “O king, while fighting with the Sam- 
saptakas to-day, Drona’s son, the leader af 
the Kuru army, all of a sudden came upon 
me discharging arrows that were like deadly 
serpents. 

3. Seeing my car rattling like a cloud, 
all the soldiers stood encircling it. Kiling 
them all, who were full. five hundred in 
number, | proceeded, O mightest of kings, 
against Drona’s son. 

4. [Encountering me, O king, the hero 
rushed resolutely against me like a leader 
of elephants rushing upon a lion and intend- 
ed to rescue the warriors who were being 
stain by me. 5 


-5. Later on in the battle, the invincible 
Preceptor’s son, the foremost of Kuru 
Warriors, afflicted me and Janardana with 
arrows poignant like poison and fire. 

6. While he fought with me, eight carts 
each drawn by eight bullocks conveyed 
his hundreds of arrows. Like a wind dis- 
Sipating clouds I baffled the arrows he 
showered upon me. 


7. Like a dark cloud discharging its 
watery contents in downpours he, draw- 
ing his bow-string tohis very ears, showered 
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upon me with skill and force thousands of 
other arrows, 


8. So quickly did he move about in the 
battle-field that we could not discern 
from which side did he shoot his arrows, 
Tight or left, nor could we ascertain when he 


took up the arrows and when he discharged 
them, 


9. In fact, always we saw the bow of 
Drona’s son drawn to a circle. At last he 
struck me with five sharp arrows and 
Vasudeva with another five, 


10. In a moment, however, I struck 
him with thirty thunder-bolt-like arrows. 
Greatly wounded with the shafts discharged 
by me he ere long looked like a porcupine. 

tr. All his limbs were covered with 
blood. Beholding kis soldiers, the best of 
warriors, bathed in blood and overpowered 
by me,the son of Suta soon entered into 
the detachment of car-warciors. 


i2. Behoiding the soldiers terror-striken 
and over-powered by me in battle and see- 
ing the elephants and horses flying away, 
Karna at once marched against me with 
Gifty cat-warriors. Killing them, however, 
and avoiding Karna I have come here 
presently to see you. 

13. Seeing Karna, the Panchalas are all 
filled with fright even like the kine on seeing 
a lion. ` Like men entering into the gaping 
jaws of Death the Peabhadrakas, O king, 
have confronted Karna. 


14. Karna has already killed seven- 
teen hundred of these car-warriors. The 
son of Suta did not lose heart till he came 
to our view. 


15. You were first engaged with Ashwa- 
thama and awfully wounded by him. After- 
wards Karna saw you. I thought, O you 
of wonderful deeds, that coming away from 
the wanton Karna you were enjoying rest. 


16. O son of Pandu, I saw Karna's 
wonderful weapon being carried in front of 
the army. Methinks there is none amongst 
the Srinjayas who will be able to withstand 
the mighty car-warrior Karna. 


17. O king, let Srini’s grandson, Satyaki 
and Dhristadyumna guard my two wings. 
Let the heroic princes Yudhamanyu and 
Uttamaujas protect my rear. 


18—19. O illustrious and most mighty 
king, as Sakra encountered Vitra, I shall 
to-day fight with Suta’s son, that heroic and 
invincible car-warrior, if he can be found 
in this battie. Come and see us fight with 
each other in battle for victory. 


20. Like persons facing a powerful bull 
the Prabhadrakas are charging upon 
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Karna. Six thousands of kings are giving 


their lives for heaven, 


21. If however, O king, displaying all 
my strength I do not kill Karna with his 
allies in battle, I shall be doomed, O lion 
among kings, to the curse which falls to 


the lot of one who Promises a thing and 
does not redeem it. 


22. I seek thy blessing, O king. Do say 
that ‘victory will be mine’ There the 
sons of Dhritarashtra are about to devour 


Bhima. I will slay Karna and his men 
and all our enemies.” 


—_— 


CHAPTER LXVIII. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 

1. Hearing that Karna of great prowess 
was still alive and being anecy avith Phal- 
guna, Yudhisthira, the Pritha’s son of in- 
comparable energy, who had heen wounded 
by Karna with arrows, said to Dhauan- 
jaya: 

2. “Your army, my brother, must have 
been disgraced tc-day and fled away, 
stricken with fear. And you have come here 
forsaking Bhima because you have not 
been able to kill Karna, 


3. Shame itis, O Partha, that you did 
enter into Kunti’s womb. It did not 
become you to leave behind Bhima in the 
battle-field because you could not slay 
Karna. 


4. You said to me, O Partha, in the 
Daita forest that you would kill Karna with 
noone on your car. Why have you ther, 
afraid of Karna, come here aveiding him 
and leaving behind Bhima. 


5. If you had said in the Daita forest 
‘O king, I won’t be able to kill Karna, 
we would have in time, O Partha, made 
some befitting arrangements. 


6. Having promised to kill him, O hero, 
you have not kept your promise. Having 
launched us in the midst of our enemies 
why have you shattered us into pieces by 
wrecking us on a rock 7 


7. O Arjuna, we showered many a bless- 
ing on you because we expected much 
good of you. But all our hopes, O prince, 
are frustrated, like that of a man expect- 
ing fruits from a tree and getting flowers 
instead. 

8. Like a hook hidden in a &sh, like 
poison mixed up with food, you did for no- 
thing point out to our covetuous selves this 
destruction in the shape of kingdom. 


510 


For these thirteen years, O Dhanan- 
jaya, we have been hoping and expecting 
much of you even like the seeds sown on 
earth in expectation of rains from gods in 
season. $ 

o—11. O you of wicked sense, an in- 
visible voice con the sky said to Pritha, 
on the seventh day from your birth: ‘This 
son born to you will be powerful like 
Vasava, He will vanquish all his powerful 
enemies. Gifted with a superior energy he 
will defeat at Khandava all the gods assist- 
ed by other creatures. He will conquer the 
Madras, the Kalingas, and the Kaikeyas. 
He will kill the Kurus in the midst of num- 
bers of kings. 


a12. There will be no archer superior to 
him and none will be able to discomfit him. 
This boy, being the master of his own 
senses and adept in all the branches of 
knowledge, will subjugate all the living 
beings at his will. 


13—14. O Kunti, this magnanimous son 
of yours will be handsome like the Soma, 
swift like the Wind, patient like Sumeru; 
forbearing like the Earth, effulgent like Sun, 
wealthy like Kuvera, valiant and power- 
fullike Vishnu. This son of yours, even 
like Aditi’s son Vishnu, the slayer of foes, 
has taken his being in order to bring 
victory to his kins and deal destruction to 
the enemies. This boy of indomitable 
valour will be far-famed and the founder 
of a dynasty.’ 


15. Even that celestial voice resound- 
ing in the skies reached the ears of the 
Maharsis living on the peaks of the Sata- 
sringa mountains. But now that voice 
comes to be untrue. It seems, therefore, 
that the gods too speak falseliood. 


16. The praises which the saintly beings 
used to lavish upon you, never made me 
expect Suyodhana’s success nor ever did 
I think that you will be paralised with the 
fear of Karna, 


17. You ride upon a car especially made 
by the celestial artizan (Viswakarma) him- 
self, the axles of which move smoothly and 
without any noise. You have the standard 
of an ape, you hold a sword bedecked 
with gold and tied with silk, and your bow 
Gandiva is as lengthy as the palm tree, even 
you have Kesava for your charioteer. Why 
then, O Partha, have you come back from 
the field of battle, for fear of Karna? 


18. If you, O wretch, had even made 
over your bow to Kesava and contented 
yourself by being his charioteer, he would 

ave slain that fearful Karna, as the lords 
of the Maruts (Sakra) slew with thunder the 
Asura_known by the name of Vritra, 
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19. If you are unable to resist the fear- 
ful Karna in his march on the fteld to-day, 
then do make over this your Gandiva to 
any other king who is your superior in the 
use;of weapons. 


20. The world will not then see us bereft 
of family and children, deprived of our 
happiness and kingdom, and sunk, O son 
of Pandu, into the fathomless abyss of the 
hell of torment. 


21. It would have been better had you 
come out in the fifth month as an abortion, 
or better still, if you would not have taken 
your being in the womb of Kunti, than, O 
vile wretch, being born of a royal line, to 
shsw your back in the battle-field. 


22. Fie to your Gandiva! Fie to the 
strength of your arms, fie to your number- 
less arrows, fie to your standard bearing 
the ensign of an ape on it and fie to your 
car presented to you by the god of fire!” 


CHAPTER LXIX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

I. Hearing the words of Yudhistira, 
Kownteya—the owner of white steeds—in a 
tempestuous!mood took hold of his sword to 
slay that mightiest of the Bharata’s race. 


2. Kesava, the cogniser of human 
hearts, seeing his rage, enquired ;—'‘Why, 
O Partha, do you lay your hands on your 
sword ? 


3. Here, O Dhananjaya, I see noad- 
versary to try the strength of your steel. 
Clever Bhimasena has already assailed the 
Dhartarastras. 


4. O Kownteya, you have returned from 
the field, to see king Yudhistira and you 
have seen that he is keeping up well. 


5, Thisisthe time of rejoicing, as you 
have seen that best of kings whose prow- 
ess is like that of a tiger. Why should you 
then betray yourself thus 7 


6. Oson of Kunti, I do not find any one 
here whom you can slay. What makes you 


then to yearn for fight, or have you lost the 
balance of your mind ? 


7. Why do you seize your mighty sword 
so suddenly, | Baauire. this Si erty 
Kownteya, whence is this desire of your 
heart, or why do you fly to sword in such a 
sullen mood and with such a vigour ?” 


8. Thus addressed by Krishna, Arjuna, 
looking towards Yudhistira and whizzing 
like, an angry snake) replied :—~ 
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9. “He who telis me ‘Give your Gandtva 
to another,’ I would cut his head off; such 
is my secret vow. 


to. *Now that this king of immeasurable 
prowess has told me those words in your 
presence, O Govinda, I won't forgive him. 

ir. Iwill, therefore, put to the sword 
this pious king. I will redeem my vow by 
slaying this best of men. 


12, Tor this alone I have taken up the 
sword,O delighter of the Yadus ; by slaying 
Yudhisthira 1 will thus adhere to truth. 

13. I shall thereby be free from grief 
and fever. O Janardana, what do you 
wish me to do under the present circums- 
tances. 


14. Sire, you are well acquainted with 
all the past and the future of this universe. 
I shall, therefore, do as you tell me.” 


Sanjaya said :— 
15. Saying, “Fie, fie unto you, Partha,” 
Govinda again continued : 


16. ‘Now I understand, O Partha, that | 


you have never attended upon the old, since 
you, O mightiest of men, have been over- 
come with anger at a time quite out of 
season. 

17. O Dhananjaya, those who are versed 
in the niceties of religion would never act 
in the way as you are doing to-day, O pious 
son Pandu, on not being acquainted with 
them. 

18. © Partha, he who does an act im- 
proper and heinous is the vilest of men. 

19. You know not the words of wisdom 
the learned men preach, after the rules 
of morality, to the pupils waiting up on 
them. 

20. Persons ignorant of them become 
benumbed and befooled in discriminating 
between what ought to be done and what 
ought not, even as you, O Partha, have 
been non-plussed. 

21. It is not easy tolearn what ought 
to be done and what ought not. Of course 
everything can be leatnt with the help of 
the scriptures. You are, however, a stranger 
to them. 

22. Believing yourself to be conversant 
with morality, you are observing it in a way 
which but indicates your ignorance of it. 
You believe yourself to be virtuous but you 
know not, O Partha, that it is a sin to slay 
living beings. 

23. Methinks, keeping from doing any 
injury to any animal is a cardinal virtue. 
Even an untruth might be ‘old but never 
an animal ought be slain. 
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24. O best of men, how could you then 
like an ordinary man wish to slay your 
eldest brother the king, who is .well versed 
in morality. 


25—26. O Bharata, the slaying of a man 
who Is not engaged in a fight, or is un- 
willing to fight, or takes to flight, or seeks 
your shelter, or joins his hands, or gives 
himself up to you, or is insane, be he even 
a foe, is never upheld by the righteous. 
And your superior is even all this. 


27. You had formerly taken the vow 
through childishness. And now through 
folly you are inclined to do an unrighteous 
act. 

28. Why, O Partha, do you rush upon 
thy superior, intending to slay him, without 


| determining [before-hand] the exceedingly 


fine course of virtue which is, certainly, not 
easily intelligible. 

29—30. Oson of Pandu, this mystery 
of virtue I will now explain to you as it 
was explained by Bhisma, by the pious 
Yudhisthira, by Vidura or the so-called 
Kshatri, and by Kunti of great renown. I 
will tell it you in all its detail ; listen to it, O 
Dhananjaya. 


31. One who tells the truth is a pious 
person. Nothing is there higher than truth. 
It is, therefore, very difficult to understand 
the details of truth as observed in action, 


32. ‘Truth becomes unutterable and un- 
truth utterable, where untruth would pose 
as truth and truth as untruth. 


33- In a question of danger to life and 
in marriage untruth may be uttered. Where 
one’s entire fortunes are at stake untruth 
becotnes utterable. 

34. At a marriage, or in the enjoymen 
of lust, or when one’s life is at stake,or when 
one’s entire fortunes are about to be lost, or 
in the cause of a Brahmin untruth may be 
uttered. It is said that there is no sin in 
uttering these five sorts of falsehood. 


35- On these occasions untruth becomes 
truth and truth untruth. 


36. He who is bent upon always prac- 
tising truth alone is a fool and takes truth 
to be as it is. Indeed it is not a very 
easy thing to become righteous. He who 
can distinguish between the niceties of 
truth and untruth can alone become con- 
versant with morality. 


37. What wonder is there then thata 
wise man by doing something awfully cruel 
may even acquire virtue, as Valaka did by 
killing a blind beast. 


38. What wonder then that an ignorant 
and inexperienced person, intending to 
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ractise virtue, would commit grave vice 
ike Koushika on the river-bank, 


Arjuna said :— ; 
39. Tell me of it, O holy one, in a way 

that I may learn it,—these stories about 

Valaka and Koushika on the river-bank. 


Basudeva said :— 

40. There was once a hunter, O Bha- 
rata, Valaka by name. He used to kill 
animals, not willfully but, in order to sup- 
port his children and wife. 

41. Devoted to his tribal pursuits, always 
speaking the truth and devoid of malice, 
he used to maintain his aged mother and 
father and other dependants. 

42. Once on a day, though diligently 
searching for an animal, he could find 


none. At last he found a beast of prey, 
drinking water, which had lost its eyes but 


the loss was supplied by its keen sense of | 


smell. 

43. Though he had not before seen a 
like of it, yet he killed it then and there. 
No sooner the blind beast had been killed, 
that there fell from the skies a shower of 
flowers. 


44. A celestial car, filled with the songs 
and music of Apsaras, came down from 
heaven to fetch that hunter of animals. 


45. That beast having, successfully per- 
formed all the austerities of asceticism with 
a view to kill all the animals, had received 
that boon but was made blind instead by 
the Self-born. 


46. Therefore Valaka, having killed the 
beast that was bent upon killing all the 
animals, went to heaven. Morality is, 
therefore, very difficult to be understood. 


47. There was an ascetic Brahmin 
named Kaushika not much read in the 
Scriptures. He used to reside at a conflu- 
ence of rivers, not far away from a village. 


48. He had taken the vow that ‘he 
would ever speak the truth.’ Therefore, 
O Dhananjaya, he become famous as a 
truthful man. 


49. At a time certain persons, being 
afraid of robbers, entered the woods. Even 
there the robbers, filled with anger, dog- 
gedly haunted after them. - 


50. They then approaching Kaushika 
the truthful, said, ʻO holy one, which way 
have a number of men passed a little while 
ago? Asked in-the name of truth tell us 
if you have seen them.’ 


51. Being thus asked Kaushika told 
them the truth,—that they had entered the 
wood thickly covered with trees, creepers 
and slirubs, 
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g2, O Partha, thus did Kaushika ine 
form them. And the report goes that on 
this those wanton men got hold of those 
persons and put them to death. 


53. For the grave sin of uttering that 
truth, which should not have been uttered, 
Kaushika, unversed in the subtleties of 
religion, fell into a fearful hell : 


54. As a foolish man, ill-read in the 
Scriptures, unacquainted with the details of 
morality, is fit to fall into an awful hell 
for not askfhg aged men to set his doubts 
at rest. 


55; Your definition of morality must 
be then something like that. Some people 
attempt at attaining that high and difficult 
knowledge by the exercise of reasoning. 


56. Many persons maintain, on the other 
hand, that morality can be learned from the 
Scriptures alone. I do not find fault with the 
latter, but then everything is not provided 
for there. 


57. The moral precepts have been made 
for the well-being of the creatures. 


58. All thatis free from any motive of 
injury to any being is surely morality. 
For, indeed, the moral precepts have 
been made to free the creatures from all 
injuries. 

59- Dharma (morality) is so-called 
because it protects all. Indeed, morality 
saves all creatures. Surely then that is 
Morality which is capable of keeping off a 
creature from all injuries. 


60. Those who try to stick to them 
logically, have scarcely a mind to acquire 
morality. If you can get rid of them vith- 
out a word do on no account have any in- 
tercourse with them, 


6r. It he must be spoken to or if he 
takes offence on not being talked with, in 


that case better speak a falsehood ; verily 
that untruth is truth. 


62. He who, having taken a vow on 
some set purpose, cannot redeem the same 


by acts, altains not the rewards of that 
vow.. 


63. When one’s life is endangered, at 
marriage, at the risk of destruction of one’s 
kith and kin or in the course of business, 


all that is uttered will not b i 
uae not be regarded as 


64. To those who are well-versed in 


the real secrets of morality, there appear no 
Immerality in all this, 


65. There „even, where one cuts off his 
connections with robbers after having taken 
an oath, it is better to swear falsely, for 
surely that falsehood would be truth, On 
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no account should one’s wealth be 
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o i : 
the robbers, if that could be a O Cueio you. Moreover, he addressed 


66. Wealth when given to the sinful 
afflicts even the donor. Therefore, an 
untruth spoken in the cause of morality 
docs not amount to a falsehood, 


67. I have now duly pointed out to you 
the distinctive features of morality. Having 
heard all these tell me, O Partha, if 
Yudhisthira deserves to be killed.” ; 


Arjuna said :— 


68. “O Krishna! You have spoken as 
a man of great wisdom should say, asa 
man of great intelligence need say. Your 


words are cven such as would do good to 
us. 


69. You are like both a mother anda 
father to us. You, O Krishna, are our 
Sanctuary; that is why your words are 
beneficial to us. ` 


7%. Nothing is there in the three worlds 
that is unknown to you. Therefore, you 
know the sublime morality with all” its 
niceties. 


71. I admit that the righteous Yudhis- 
thira, son of Pandu, is unslayable. In this 
connection kindly tell me something in my 
favour, Hear me tell you of something 
clse that lies in my heart. 


72—73. You k:iow, O Keshava, the best 
scion of the Dasharha race, that my vow is 
that whoever among men tells ine ‘make 
over, O Partha, thy Gandiva to him who is 
Superior to you in point of chivalry or in 
wielding armours’ I will,with all my might, 
slay him. So Bhima also has taken a vow 
to slay the man who addreses him as ‘one 
without the hirsute indications of manhood !’ 
Just now the king has repeatedly told me 
in your presence ‘‘ make over your bow.” 


74. O Keshava, if I slay him, surely 
then the thought of having slain the king 
will immerse me in sin and make me loose 
my valour and mental faculties, and thus 
cut short my days in this world. 


75. Therefore, O Krishna, the best of 
all the righteous men, do give me such 
counsels as would uphold my well-known 
vow and leave both myself and the eldest 
son of Pandu alive.” 


76. Basudeva said, “O valiant one, the 
King Yudhistira feels weary and aggrieved 
on being afflicted with arrows shot at him by 
Karna during the campaign; the more so 
as he was harassed with shaft-shots by the 
son of Suta even when he was retiring from 
the field. 


77. Heavy at heart as he was at all 





you in that tenor thinking that if he could 


Provoke you, you would forthwith slay Karna 
in battle. 


_ 78. O Partha, the king believes that this 
immoral Karna is unbearable to everyone 
else on earth but you. It was this that 
enraged him so highly as to use such cruel 
words even in your face. 


79- King Yudhistira, the righteous, ts of 
opinion that to-day’s battle is a play at dice 
in which the life of the ever-deviceful and 
ever-overbearing Karna has been laid as 
an wager. If he is slain, the Kauravas would 
necessarily meet with defeat. 


80. Therefore, O Arjuna, the son of 
Dharma deserves not death at your hands, 
At the same time your vow also must be 
kept good. Under the circumstances listen 
to the means that will make him apparently 
dead without the real loss of life. 


81. A maa of honour lives in this 
material world so long as he receives the 
homage due to him, but when he is woefully 
dishonored, he is spoken of as one more 
dead than alive. 


82. O Partha, this king has ever been 
honored by you, Bhima, and the twins 
and by all the wise and chivalrous men of 
this world. You just offer some insult to 
that king. 


83. O Bharata, a superior on being ad- 
dressed as ‘thou’ dies [at heart]. Therefore, 
you do address the much-respected Yudhis- 
tira as ‘thou.’ 


84. O the best of Kurus, O son of 
Kunti, do behave thus towards Yudhistira 
the righteous, and insult that honorable 
man by this censurable behaviour. 


85. This is a Sruti given out by the 
Rishis Atharva and Angira, the best of all 
the Srutis; people who wish well should 
always follow this without any scruple. 


86. To address a venerable superior as 
‘thou,’ is tokill him without actually depriv- 
ing him of his life. Therefore do you, who 
are versed in morality, address Yudhistira 


the righteous, in the manner I have 
indicated, 
87. On your acting thus the righteous 


Yudhistira will verily feel that you have 
offered him a death-blow. Later on you 
will worship his feet and speak to him 
in befitting terms and thus pacify him. 


88. O Partha, your intelligent brother 
Yudhistira would never fecl in the least 
angry with you. On being thus freed from 
impiety and fratricide you may cheerfully 
proceed against and slay Karna, the son of 


this, he used such angry and improper! Suta.” 
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CHAPTER LXX 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)-—-Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Being thus spoken to by Janardana, 
Pritha’s son Arjuna highly approved of the 
friendly counsels and then addressing 
Yudhistira, the righteous, in a sullen tone, 
spoke such harsh words as he had never 
before done. 

2—4. Arjuna said, “O king, thou shouldst 
upbraid me no more. ‘Thou who art at a 
distance of about two miles from the battle- 
field, shouldst not upbraid me for 
nothing. He who having, in fair fight, 


defeated the enemies and slain those | 


chivalrous lords of Earth and their best and 
leading car-warriors, elephants, cavalry and 
innumerable combatants, has been fighting 
with the foremost of heroes; he, who 


having routed in fight more than a thousand | 


elephants and ten thousand soldiers of the 
Kamboja-mountaineers has been yelling as 


a lion roars after having killed many a | 


deer; that Bhima may upbraid me. 


The wonderful feats the hero | 


Brikodara has been achieving on jumping 
down from his chariot with mace in hand, 
and the innumerable horses, cars and ele- 


like of which thou canst never achieve. 


6. That hero, with the valour of Indra, 
has been, with the best of swords, splitting 
down riders with horses and elephants, and 
has been consuming the enemies with arrows 
and the broken limbs of cars, and spreading 
death all around with his feet and hands. 


7. Indeed, Bhimsena, mighty like Yama 
and Kuvera, readily slays the hostile army. 
That Bhimsena may revile me and not thou 
who art ever being protected by friends. 


8. He, sho has been diving single- 
handed deep into the surge of Durjodhana’s 
soldiers, carrying by storm the foremost 
elephants, steeds, infantry and charioteers ; 
that Bhimsena, the slayer of foes, may 
reprove me. 


9. He, who has been slaying, in numbers 
the ever-furious elephants of the hostile 
Anga, Banga, Kalinga, Nisada and 
Magadha, that look like masses of blue 
clouds; that Bhimsena, the chastiser of 
enemies, may find fault with me. 


10, In the battle that valiant Brikodara 
being seated on a superbly-decked chariot 
has been holding in readiness handful of 
arrows and oppurtunely hurling them 
down in showers, like the clouds pouring 
torrents of rain. 


11, I have seen that in to-day's battle 


{ 
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Bhimasena has cut asunder with his arrows, 
the heads, bodies and proboscis of eight 
hundred elephants and thereby killed them } 
therefore, that Brikodara, the slayer of foes, 
may use harsh words towards me. 

12, O Bharata, the learned men say 
that the strength of the foremost of Brah- 
manas lies in words and the main strength 
of the Kshatriyas is in their arms; but 
thine strength lies in thine words, moreover 
thou art wanton. As for me, it is not un- 
known to thee what stuff I am made of, 


13. I am ever bent upon pandering to 
thy inclinations with my wives, sons, life 
and soul; still that thou hastibeen torturing 
me with thine pointed words, | am con- 
vinced that we cannot expect happiness at 
thy hands. 


14. O Bharata, dost thou be 
with me no longer, lying all the while 
on Draupadi’s bed. Itis for thee that I 
have been slaying many a mighty car- 
warrior, Perhaps that has been making 
thee fearless and wanton still. Indeed, I 
could never feel any happiitess from thee. 


trifling 


15. O God among men, the magnanimous 
Bhisma, true to his vows and only with 
a view to please thee, had himself pointed 
out that the valiant and high-souled Shi- 


S | khandin, the son of Drupada, would be the 
phants he has been destroying, are such, the ! 


cause of his death; and whele I had been 
shielding that Shikhandin in the battle-field 
he was slain by the latter. 


16. I do not approve of thine being 
restored to sovereignty, because thou art 
addicted to the vice of gambling. Having 
thyself committed a sin, to which the low; 
alone are addicted, thou art now trying to 
get off from thy foes through our aid. f 


17. Thou hast heard of the immorality 
and the numerous evils of playing at 
dice, dilated upon by Sahadeva. Yet thou 
couldst not forego those evils practised by 
the wicked alone. It is but for this that we 
are steeped in distress. 


18. Since thou wert engressed in gam- 
bling, we could derive no, happiness from 
thee. ; O Pandava, having caused all these 
mischiefs thyself, thou art now heaping al, 
these reproaches on me. 


19. Lo, the hostile troops, slain by us 
are lying prostrate on earth with mangled 
limbs and are igtering the deepest groans. 
Indeed, it was -thou who didst those wrongs, 
for which the Kauravas have lost their lives. 


20. The mighty warriors of the Kurus 
and ourselves have performed / wonderful 
feats of valour in the battle-field{ ‘I'he hos- 
tile troops from the North, the West, the 


East and the South have been slain to a 
man, 


i 


KARNA PARVA: 515 


ae ; z 
2i. O ruler of mankind, it was you 'cipalities in the world and brougtt them 


who had played at dice, and it was for 
you alone that our kingdom was lost and 
we have fallen on evil days. ‘Therefore, O 
king, do not provoke us too much by cast- 
ing cruel a:persions on us.” 
ae a 
Sanjaya said :— 

22, The calm, virtuous and conscientious, 
Sabyasachin (Arjuan having addr :ssed to 
Yudhistira such harsh and exceedingly 


cruel words, and having thus slightly sinned 
became cheerless, 


23. Then that son of Indra became 
tepentant and sighing heavily unsheathed 
his sword. Seeing this, Krishna said '* What 
is this? Why do: you draw your sword 
lustrous like the blue skies ? 


24. If youhave anything to ask, be out 
with it. 1 will tell you how to gain your 
desired ends.” Being thus spoken to by 
Keshava, the foremost of men, the remorse- 
stricken Dhananjaya replied: 


25. “I do mean to destroy my body that 
has thus sinned.” Hearing this from Dha- 
nanjaya, the son of Kunti, Krishna the 
adorable of the righteous; said unto him : 

26. “O slayer of fees, O Kiritin 
(Arjuna), why have you beconre so much 
crest-fallen on addressing the king as ‘thou.’ 
You intend to kill yourself, but no honest 
man would approve of it. 

27. O hcro among men, what your 
state would have been had you, under a 
false religious zeal, slain your eldest brother 
to-day ? 





28. O Partha, religion is very subtle ard ; 


awfully unintelligible, the more so to the 
ignorant. liear me tell you of it. Sucide 
is tantamount to fratricide, and in either 
case condemnation to the saime hell would 
have been inevitable. 

29. Therefore, O Partha, new recount 
to him your merits and valorous deeds and 
you shall thereby slay yourself. 


30. Dhananjaya, the son of Sakra (Indra) 





hailed these words, saying, ‘ Be it so.” , 


‘Phen lowering his bow, he said unto 
Yudhistira, the adored of the virtuous, 
“Hear me, O King : 


1 


31. ‘O ruler of men, excepting only the 


wielder of Pinaka, the foremost of the Gods, 
there is no skilled archer hike me. On receiv- 
ing the sanction of that illustrious deity, 
whose forehead fs bedecked with the cresent 
moon, I can surcly destroy in a moment 
this whole universe with all its orgamic and 
inorganic creation. 





32. O King, it was I who had defeated 
ali the nations and the chiefs of all the prin- 


rS 


| 
l 
| 


under your subjection, It was through 
my influence that your Rajastiya sacrifice 
lad been brought to a happy close by 


gifts of Dakshina atd by a mecting of the 
celtstials. 


23. In my palms there até the signs of 
sharp swords and stritged bows and arrows, 
and in m, soles are the marks of cars and 
ensigns. ‘Vaat is why a man like me can 
never be deleated in battle. 


34. I have slain the enemies from the 
North, routed the foes from the West, 
driven off the hostile squadron from the 
East, and extirminated the foes from the 
South. Indeed I have slain over half the 
hostile armies; there is left only a small 
portion of the most unflinching foes. 


35. O king, the army of Bharata, 
with the blazing effulgence of the celestial 
host, being slain by me; are lying flat on the 
field. With weapons, I slay those alone 
that are skilled in the use of weapons, that 
is why I do not make a wholesale massacre 
of the entire hostile army. 


36. O Krishna, let us hasten to slay 
the son of Suta, riding upon my awe- 
inspiring and victorious chariot. Let this 
king be free from all anxieties and troubles, 
I am sure to slay Karna in battle with my 
arrows. 

37. To-day either dame Suta will be 
bereft of her son by me, or Kunti will be 
bereft of me by Karna. Verily do I tell you 
that I won't unlock my miail-cloak to-day 
without slaying Karna in battle with my 
arrows.” 


Sanjaya said :— 

38. Having again thus addressed 
Yudhistira, the foremost of the righteous, 
the diadem-décked” Arjuna readily laid 
aside his weapons and bow and thursted 
his sword into the scabbard. ` 


39. llaving thus appeased Yudhistira he 
hung down his head in shame and with 
joined hands thus addressed him: “O king, 
f bow unto you, be pleased with me; you 
will understand in duc course the gist of all 
that | have told you.” 


go. ‘The valiant Arjuna, having thus 
appeased Yudhistira, capable of bearing 
all enemies, and, having steod there awhile, 
said again, “It shall not be deferred, tt must 
be done ere long. ‘There is Karna coming 
towards me. } must proceed against him. 


4t. “I am going to extricate Bhimasena 
from the battle by all means and slay the 
son of Suta. My life is devoted to perform 
what pleases you. am telling yow the 
truth, know it for certarr” 


516 MAHABHARATA, 


42. The diadem-decked Arjuna of 
blazing effulyence having said this and 
worshipped Yudhistira by his feet, rose to 
proceed to the battle. 


43. Alter having heard these harsh 
words of Phalguna (Arjuna), Yudhisthira, 
the foremost of the righteous, with a 
heavy heart rose from the bed [on which 
he had been reclining} and said unto hiin, 


44. “O Arjuna, the wicked deed that 
I have done has brought upon you this 
terrible calamity; do you, therefore, chop 
off to-day the head of this exterminator 
of the race, the worst of the family. 


45- "A wreteli, sinner, dull-headed, 
idle, coward, insulter cf the aped, and 
wanton that I am, what is the good of your 
thus behaving towards me, after having 
addressed such rude words ? 


46. A sinner that I am, | would repair 
to the woods this. very day: relieved of 
my company may you livein happiness. ‘The 
Magnanimous Bhimsena is worthy of the 
throne. An impotent that 1 am, what is 
these of my having the sovereignty ? 


47. l cannot any longer bear the 
haish words you spoke being excited 
with anger. Therefore, let Bhimsena be 
the king. It isnot worth my: while to live 
after being thus insulted.” 


4s. Having expressed himself thus, the 
king Yudhistira leaving that bed stood up 
suddenly and then expressed his intention 
of proceeding to the woods. Upon this 
Vasudeva bowing down,.said unto him, 


49. “O king! you know already the 
vow of the veracious wielder of the 
Gandiva, in. respect of his Gundiva. 


$0. Whoever in this world tells him, 
t Give thy Gandivu to- another,’ would’ be 


slain by him. And even these words you 
addressed him. just now, 


5t. “O lord'of the Earth 
Partha simply to keep 
under my instructions, 
those insulting words, 
that insults to 
to death, 


52. “Therefore, O long armed king! 
forgive us: of the unmannerly behaviour of 
us both, Arjuna and myself, 


53- O king! we both: of us surrender 
Ourselves to. you. I beseech you; by all 
means vouchsafe us your pardum 

54. To-day the earth shia 
of that reprobate son of 1 
ly I swear before you that you may count 
‘upon Suta’s son as slain to-day, and know 


it tor certain that whomever you like, he 
loses his life to-day,” 


! that is why 
up that solemn vow, 
addressed you with 
Because it is said, 
superiors: are tantamount 


Il soak the blood 
Radha; solemn- 


55. Upon this Yudhistira, the foremost 
of the righteous, hastened to raise the 
prostrate Hrisikesha with due honor. 


56. Then, folding his hands together, 
he said unto him these opportune words < 
"Tt is just as you said, O Gobinda! Let 
this transgression be in respect of me; 
there is no harm in that, 

57. O Madhaba, O Achyuta! I am 
obliged, to and saved by you; you have 
rescued us to-day froma grave calamity. 

58. Both of us were steeped in ignor- 
ance to-day. Itis only through your help 
that we bave been rescued from an ocean 
of distress. 


59. O Achyuta! It is through having 
obtained your intelligence at our raft that 
this day we have safely passed over an 
ocean of grief and remorse. In fact, it is 
through you that we have been blessed 
with our relatives and allies,” 


CHAPTER LXX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1, Having addressed Yudhisthira in such 
an unbecoming manner, and thus being 
guilty of an unrighteous conduct, Dhanane 
jaya, the son of Prithi,. became disconso« 
late beyond measure. 


2—4. Basudeva [then] in a caustic tone 
addressing the son of Pandu said, “How, 
O Partha, would. you have fared, had you 
mindful of [your] truthfulness, slain the 
son of Dharma with the keen edge of your 
steel. By simply ‘thou theeing’ the king you 
are affected so much : what, would you have 


done, O Partha, had you actually fulfilled 


your promise, ‘Whe law of polity are indeed: 


too subtle for comprehension,. especially to 
those of weak intellect, 


5. For moral scruples you would surely 
have taken out the lite of your eldest, and‘ 
would have thus commitied a heineous siw 
and fallen into eternal perdition. 


6. I adjure you, therefore, to assuage 
the sorrows ofithe pious king, the adored 
of the devout and the head of the Kurus. 


7 Eet us pacify king Yudhisthira with 
due obeisance, and when he is reconciled 
let both of us march against the chariot 
of the son of Suta, and fight him out. 


8. O bestower of honors, secure the 
blessings of the son of Dharma, by shoot- 


ing down Karna with the keen points of 
your arrows, 


XARNA 


this is the best course you could follow at 


r ` acting | y i i 
present By acting thus you will gain your 


10. After this, O monarch, Arjuna be- 
came quite ashamed of himself; bending 


pis head down he touched Yudhisthira’s 
eet, 


ir. And repeatedly said unto that chief 
of the Bharatas, “O king, be appeased; 
forgive me for the impropriety of my lan- 
guage towards you; they were given ex- 
pression to fas the only course Jeft me} 
for maintaining truthfulness and avoid- 
ing sin,” 


12—13. O giant of the Bharata race, 
seeing Dhananjaya, the slayer of foes, thus 
fall at his feet with tears in his eyes, | 
Yudhisthira, the lord of creation, the em- | 
blem of religion, rose up from his reclining | 
position and with gushing eyes affection- | 
ately embraced him. 

I4. 
some time and assnaped their grief the | 
two brothers of bright effulgence became ! 
reconciled to each other, and were once 
again cheerful. 

15. Later en the son of Pandu, again 
giving Jaya a hug and taking the fra- 
grance ot his head, became supremely happy, 
and praising his conduct, said = 

15. “O mighty-wielder of bows, in spite | 
of all my exertions in the battle-field, | 
Karna with his shafts has, in the midst of | 
the whole assembly, shattered my armours” 
pinions, forces, arrows, bows and steeds. 

m7 O Phalguna, thinking of this, and ! 
witnessing his conduct in the battle, I have 
been sorely aggrieved. Life has no longer 
any charm for me. 

18. Ifyou do not overcome that indomi- 
table hero in to-day’s battle, then surely 
Į will give up wy lile:—what would be the 
use of hearing the burden of this body 
and carrying it on the earth any longer? 

19. O mighty scion of the Bharata race, 
upon hearing Yudhisthira thus express him- 
self, Vijaya replied: 

20—21. ‘“'O foremost of kings, O lord of 
the earth, solemnly do | swear unto you that 
by your grace, by Bhima, and the twins 
that this day either I shall slay „Karna, or 
myself kiss the earth being slain | by him. 
I take this vow upon this weapon. 


| 
Having thus indelged themselves for | 





Having delivered himself thus to the 


22. d 
king he addressed the following words to 
Madhaba: “Verily, O Krishna, E will slay | 


Warna in i 
blessed! for it 15 0n 


to-day’s Datile. May yon | 
$ Sy | 
chat the wretch could be slain. 


ly through jour tactics 


9. O mighty-armed one, in my opinion 
| 
| 
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23. O foremost of kings, npon Partha’s 
es lesg ees Keshava said unto 
m: “O mighty Bharata, you ar 1. 
worthy of slaying Karna, at Sat 


24. Indeed, O best of men, O foremost 
of car-warriors, it has ever been upper- 
most in my thoughts as to how you would 
succeed in slaying him.” 


25. Then the ever-intelligent Madhaba 
once more turned towards the son ef 
Dharma, and said; “O Yudhisthira it is 
meet that you would console Bibhatsu, 


5 26. And order him to slay the wretched 
Karna to-day, © son of Pandu, itis upm 
hearing that you were being afflicted with 
the arrows of Karna that we came to ascer- 
tain the plight you were in, 


27. O king, it was very fortunate that 
you were not slain or captured. OU holy 
one, do now console your Bibhatsu and bless 


} him that he may attain victory.” 


28. Yudhisthira said,—''Come O Partha, 


, O Bibhatsu, come and embrace me; O son 


of Pandu, you have addressed me in words 
befitting tke positian ard for my good, and 
I have forgiven you for their expressions. 

29. O Dhananjaya you have my orders 
ta go ard slay Karna, Do aot, O Partha, 
take offence with me for the vile expression 
I have made use of against you.” 


Sanjaya continued :— 

30. O king, thereupon Dhananjaya 
bent his head low, and with his hands 
took hold of the feet of his eldest brother. 

3t. Theking then raising him clasped 
him to his bosom, and smelling his head 
once more addressed him thus: 

32. “O Dhananjaya of mighty arms, 
I feel highly honored by you; do you attain 
once more the greatness and victory you 
ever deserve.” 


Arjuna said :— 

33. “Getting hold of that sinful san af 
Radha, who vaunts of his prowess, l shail 
in to-day's battle slay him along with 
his allies. 


34. Karna, who had afflicted you with 
his arrows shot from a full-drawn bow, 
would reap the dire effects of his act, this 
day. 

35- O ruler of the earth, I assure you 
that I will slay Karna to-day in dread- 
ful battle, and come back to bring unto you 
the happy tidings walking all the while in 
your Steps. 


36. O lord of the ur’verse, I swear unto 
you by your feet that 1 shall vot retry 
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from the terrible battle to-day without 
having slain Karna,” 


Sanjaya said :— 

37-_ As the diadem-decked Arjuna was 
speaking in this strain, Yudhisthira cheer- 
fully addressed to him these graver words ; 


8. “Do you ever attain unfading fame, 
eternal life, ready consummation of hopes, 
perpetual victory, ceaseless energy and 
continual success over your enemies! May 
the gods grant you prosperity! May you 
realise all that I wish of you! At present 

o at once tothe battle and kill Karna 
or self-eleyation even as Purandara killed 
Vritra, 


CHAPTER LXXII. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)— Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. On having satisfied Yudhisthira, 
Partha, bent upon slaying the son of Suta, 
cheerfully said unto Govinda ; 

a. ‘Let my chariot be again got ready, 
and let the best of steeds be harnessed 


thereto, and let all sorts of arms be placed | 


in that superb vehicle. 


3. The horses, thoroughly trained by 
expert horsemen, have already refreshed 
themselves by rolling on the ground. Let 
them be forthwith brought out, and equipped 
in the trappings of the car. O Govinda, 
make headway, to take away the life of 
Suta’s son. 


4. O sovereign, on being thus addressed 
by the magnanimous Fhalguna, Krishna 
said to Daruka, “ Do all that has been said 
by Arjuna, the foremost of archers and the 
best scion of Bharata’s race.” 


5. O best of kings, Daruka on being thus 
ordered by Krishna, equipped the chariot, 
covered with tiger-skins and ever awe- 


inspiring to the enemies, “He then informed’ 


the magnanimous son of Pandu, that the 
chariot was ready, 


6, Seeing the chariot equipped by the 
high-souled Daruka, Arjuna tee leave of 
Yudhisthira, and with the Bralimanas’ 
blessings and performance of their many 


propitiatory rites, then proceeded to ascend 
bis superb chariot. 


7- On Yudhisthira, the righteous one and 
of great wisdom, having bestowed his bene- 
dictions Arjuna marched against Kacna’s 
chariot. 


8. O Bharata, seeing that great archer 
start of forthe field ail the living beings 


believed Karna as already-slain by the mag- 
nanimous Pandava. 
9. O king, the whole universe turned 


calm for the time being. O lord of men, 
blue jays (the king-fishers), wood-peckers, 


herons, began to hover round the scn of. 


Pandu. 


to. O king, a flight of birds, of beauty 
and good omen, called Pung, began to 
cackle merrily as if to urge Arjuna to 
nasten to the battle. 


11. While O monarch, the protentous 
Kankas, vultures, cranes, hawks and ravens 
flew before him in anticipation of food. 


12. Besides these other auspicious au- 
guries presaged the extinction of the hostile 
host, and the doom of Karna. 


13. While on his w iy to the field Partha 
began to perspire copiously and became 
deeply thoughttul as to how he would gain 
his end, 


14. Then finding Partha proceeding in 
such a thoughtful mood Vasudeva’s son, the 
slayer of Madhu, said these words to the 
wielder of Gandiva ; 


15. “O Wielder of Gandiva, there is no 
man in this world, who could defeat those 
you have defeated with your bow in the 
battle-field. 


16. I have seen manya hero, valiant 
like Sakra, who have gone off to the highest 
regions having encountered you in the 
battle. 


17—18. O gifted one, who, that is not 
equal to you, could in battle withstand 
Drona and Bhima and Bhagadatta and 
Binda and Anubinda of Abanti, and 
Sudakshina, the chief of the Kambojas, 
and Srutayucha of mighty prowess, and 
Achyutayudha as well. 


19. O Arjuna, you have heavenly weapons 
and dexterity of hand and energy ; you.are 
always clear-handed in the battle-field, well- 
versed in the science of war, unfailing in: 
your aim, and your ready-wit in emergens 


cies and your martial mancevres are ad- 
mrable. 

20. Ox Partha, you can vanquish the 
gods and Gandharvas together with the 


organic and inorganic creation, there is na 


mortal warriar on earth who can be your 
rival in battle. ae 


at. There cannot be found any skilled 
archer like you, either among the invin- 
cible Kshatriyas or the gods. 


22. Brahma, the creator of all beings, has 
himself made that powerful bow Gandiva, 


O Partha, ‘which you fight with. And that. 


is Why no one can eutsrip you in battle. ` 


B 


KARNA 


23. However, O son of Pandu; I 

y a ; I shall tell 

you words that would conduce to your well- 
eing. O strong-armed one, do not think 


a! of Karna, who is a glory of the 


24, Karna is valiant, proud, an adept in 
the use of weapons, an expert charioteer, 
skilled in the tactics of war, a veteran 
warrior, and an able diplomatist. 


25. O son of Pandu, to you I need not 
say much; hear me tell you of him in brief. 
I regard that mighty car-warrior Karna as 
being equal, if uot superior, to you in 
prowess. “Therefore, exert utmost caution 


in slaying him in the great battle. 


26. He is valarous like Agni, swift like 
the speed of the wind, furious like the Des- 
troyer, strong and powerful like the lion. 


27. He is eight ratnis (1.2., about 168 
inches) in height, and of long arms. His 
chest is expanded and strong, and he is 
almost invincible. He is, moreover, chival- 
rous and an eminent hero, and of graceful 
figure. 

28. He possesses all the necessary at- 
tributes of an warrior, and is a dispeller of 
of the fears of his friends, always hostile 
to the Pandavas and ever bent upon doing 
good turns to the sons of Dhritarashtra. 


29. Methinks that the son of Radha 
cannot be slain by any one, not even by the 
gods with Vasava himself at their head, 
excepting by you alone. ‘Therefore, do 
you slay the son of Suta to-day. 

30. No one made of flesh and blood, not 
all the warriors, nor even the gods would 
succeed in defeating that mighty car- 
warrior in fight, even if they combine to- 
gether to do so. 

31. Heis wicked, vicious and wanton, 
and ever bears evil designs against the 
Pandavas. He has no self-interest in this 

uarrel with the Pandavas., Do you at- 
tain success to-day by slaying Karna in 
battle. 

32. Do you to-day cut sliort the days 
of that son of Suta, the adored of the car- 
warriors, who claims to be beyond the pale 
of death, That son of Suta in his arro- 
gance ever disdains the Pandavas. 


? 


. © Dhananjaya, the sinful Suyo- 
dhana poses himself asa hero only count- 
ing upon Karna’s valour. Do you to-day 
strike at the root of all evils by slaying 


down that son of Suta. 

< © Dhananjaya, do slay that mighty 
Karna, who has the sword for his tongue, 
the bow for his mouth, the arrows for his 
teeth, and who is moreover arrogant an 


energetic. 
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35. I am fully aware of i 

your chival 
and strength, Do, O hero, slay that Karna 
in battle even as a lion kills an elephant. 


À 36. Do in to-day's battle kill that Vai- 
kartana Karna, counting upon whose 
prowess the sons of Dhritarashtra overlook 
your manly virtues,” 4 


CHAPTER LXXIII. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Conid. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. O Bharata, then again did Keshava 
of magnanimous heart address the follow- 
ing words to Arjuna, who was proceading 
resolutely to slay Karna, 


2: „To-day, O Bharata, is the seven- 
teenth day of this horrible carnage of men, 
elephaats and horses. 


O sovereign, at first your own troops 
and those of the hostile party were a legion, 
but being engaged in fight there have been 
left but a small remnant. 


4. Though the Kauravas had, at the 
outset, numerous steeds and elephants, yet 
they have been routed on the field as they 
had to face yourself as their foe. 


5. These potentates, and these united 
forces of the Srinjayas, and these Pandavas 
have been successful in holding their ground, 
only because they have such an unflinching 
leader in you. 

6. O destroyer of foes, being under 
your protection, the Panchala, Pandava, 
Matsya, Karusa and Chedi hosts have been 
sweeping away the hostile army. 

O Sire, who else could have van- 
quished the combined army of the Kauravas, 


| had not the valiant Pandavas been fight- 


ing under your zgis ? 

8. What need I speak of defeating 
the Kauravas? Single-handed you can 
vanquish in battle the Asuras, celestials 
and human beings of the three worlds put 
together. 

. O mighty one, who else, excepting: 
yourself, could have conquered Bhagadatta 
in fight, even were he powerful like Basava 
himself. 

10. O holy Partha, no mortal could even 
gaze upon this vast army, being as they 
were, under your protection. 

tr. O Partha, Dhristyatlyumna_ and 
Shikhandi had succeeded in slaying Drona 
and Bhisma, only because you protected 
them in battle. 
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12. Or, O Partha, who else could have 
conquered in battle those most eminent 
warriors of the Bharata race,—Drona and 
Bhishma, endued with the prowess of a 
Sakra. 


. 13—15. O most powerful one, who else but 
you could defeat those formidable leaders 
of Aksonhints, those unflinching and in- 
vincible heroes, Bhisma—son of Shantanu, 
Drona, Vailkartana, Kripa, and Drona’s 
son and King Duryodhana „himself, all 
united together and adepts in wielding arms. 


16. Numerous detachments of [hostile] 
soldiers have heen extirpated; their cars, 
horses and elephants have been cut down 
by you], as also numbers of indignant and 
impetuous Kshatriyas hailing from various 
provinces. 


17—18. O Bharata [lo] the forces of 
the Gobasas, the Dasamiyas, Basatis, the 
Easterners, the Batadhanas and the 
sensitive Bhojas, and of other Bramhanas 
and Kshatriyas, with their best horses and 
elephants, Dave all been slain confronting 
you and Bhima [in battle]. 


16—21. The Tusharas, the Yabanas, 
the Khashas, the Darbabhisaras, the 
Daradas, the Shakas, the Ramathas, 


the Tanganas, the Andhraks, the Pulin- 
das, all of fierce temperament and awful 
deeds, and the Kiratas of formidable 
prowess, and the Mlechhas, the Mountain 
tribes, and the people inhabiting the Sea 
coasts, all of whom are very powerful, 
unflinching in battle, and wielders of maces, 
have gathered round the standard of the 
Kurus and been fighting hard for Snyo- 
dhana. And none else but you, O scoreher 
of foes, could defeat them in battle. 


22. If you had not come to the rescue 
who else could advance against the mighty 
troops of the Dhartarastras arrayed in 
battle order ?- 


23. O puissant one, the hostile troops 
shrouded with dust looked-like a surging 


sea, and the infuriated Pandavas, forcing - 


their way amongst them, threw them over- 
board, 


24. The mighty Jayatsena, the king of 
the Magadhas, was slain in battle by 
Abhimanyu these seven days past. 


25. The ten thousand powerful- ele- 
phants, forming the king’s retinue, were 
then struck down by Bhimasena with his 
mace. 


26. Later on hundreds of other ele- 
phants and charioteers fell through Bhima’s 
powerful hands. 


27. Therefore, O Partha, in the course 
of this terrible battle: the Kauravas, along 
with their steeds, cars and elephants, have 


i 
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fallen victims to Death no sooner they en- 
countered Bhimasena and your self. 


28. O Partha, the van of the Kaurava 
host on being slain by the Pandavas, 
Bhisma shot forth showers of deadly 
arrows. 


29. Skilled in the use of celestial wea- 
pons he covered the Chedis, the Kashis, 
the Panchalas, the Karushas, the Matsvas 
and the Kaikayas, with his arrows and slew 
them to a man. 


30. The atmosphere became thick with 
gold-feathered, straight-shot deadly arrows, 
that were discharged from his bow. 


31. Discharging flights of shafts at a 
time he struck down thousands of chario- 
teers. He killed in all a hundred thousand 
powerful men and elephants. 


32. The shafts he shot during the 
battle did not take any of the nine wrong 
courses, but flying direct through the tenth 
[and the approved] course destroyed many 
steeds, cars and elephants. 


33. Massacring the [Pandava] troops 
for ten days together, Bhisma rendered the 
terraces of many a car empty and slew 
numberless elephants and steeds. 


34. Assuming the form, of Rudra or 
that of Upendra in battle, he afflicted the 


Pandava detachments and played a havoc 
with them. 


35. The wicked Suyodhana, bereft of a 
Cause was about to be drowned in the sea 
of misfortune, and with the view of rescuing 
him Bhisma slaughtered the rulers of the 
Chedis, the Panchalas and the Kaikayas, 
and caused a great carnage amongst the 


Pandava army teeming with cars, steeds 
and elephants. 


36. Ashe careered in battle, resplendent 
like the Sun himself, neither the innumer- 
able infantry of the Srinjayas, all well- 
armed, nor the otker rulers of the earth 
were even able to look at him. 


37. Yet the Pandava troops with all 
their resources made a giant effort against 
the yictorious Bhisma who was thus career- 


! ing in the battle. 


_38.- Indeed he had achieved an un» 
rivalled heroism in the field, having routed 


the Pandavas and the Sanjay. i = 
handed in battle. SS e sels 


sige: Being under your powerful protection 
ikhandin encountered him, and with his 
Straight shafts slew that foremost of men. 


40. O mighty one, as the Asura Vritra 
counted his death obtaining Vasaha for his 
ve, so having obtained you fas his foe] 


ucts lies on a bed of arrows that grandsire 
| wrapt in eternal sleep}, 
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4i. The violent Drona havin 
his troops in an im 
slain the army of 4 
mighty charioteer for five days together, 

42. That valiant charioteer 
protected Jayadratha in 
a havoc among 
the nocturnal fi 
himself, 


g arranged 
penetrable array has 
te enemies and many a 


having 
battle committed 
st the hostile army during 
ght, like the fierce Destroyer 


43. Having with his arrows killed nu- 
merous warriors that valiant and chivalrous 
son of Bharadwaja, at last attained the 
highest end on encountering Dhrista- 
dyumna, 

44. If youhad not held at bay Suta’s 
son and other charioteers in the battle that 
day then Drona would never have been 
slain, 


45. O Dhananjaya, you kept engaged 





the entire Dhartatashtra forces, and thus | 


it was that the son of Prishata could slay | 


Drona. 


46. O Partha, who else among the 
Kshatriyas but you, could have achieved 
such feats [of martial strength], as you did 
when overthrowing Jayadratha ? 


47. Having thwarted the vast host and | 


slain numereus valiant kings you, with the 
strength of your weapons, have slain the 
ruler of the Sindhus. 


48. O Partha, to the mortals the 
slaughter of the ruler of the Sindhus seem 
to be exceedingly strange, but to you it 
is no wouder, as you are an eminent 
charioteer. 


49. O Bharata, methinks, it would not 
appear impossible even if all the Kshatriyas 
were to be exterminated in the course of a 
day, with you for their adversary in the 


field. 





50. O Partha, now that Bhisma and | 


Drona are slain, the fierce Dhartarashtra 
force may well be regarded to have lost all 
their heroes. 

51. With their chief and foremost war- 
riots slain, with their horses, chariots aud 
elephants struck down, the Bharata army 
look like the welkin bereft of the Sun, the 
Moon and the Stars. 


52. O Partha, as the Asura hosts were 
routed by the prowess of Sakra in days 
of yore, so yonder host of terrible prowess 
have been vanquished by you. 


53. Besides the slain there are now 
leit only five shty charioteers, Ashwa- 





it EK 
thwama, Kritabarma, Karna, Shalya—the | 


ruler of Madra, and Kripa. 


54. O mightiest of men, by killing 
those five eminent charioteers to-day may 
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eee of ee and bestow this earth 
mul all its islands, cities and seas to igi 
Yudhistira, : Soe 

po: Let that Pritha’s son of illimitable 
va vur and fortune obtain to-day the entire 

arth with the taountains and forests and 
waters [on it}, the firmament fabove it}, 
and the nether regions [below it}. 

_§6. As Vishnu, in days of yore, made a 
gitt of the three worlds to Sakra after over- 
throwing the Daityas and the Danavas, so 
may you bestow the Earth on the king after 
slaying the Kauravas, 


57- On their enemies being slain, let 
the Panchalas rejoice to-day as did the 
celestials on the occasion of Vishuu’s exter- 
minating the Danavas. 





58. If out of respect for that illustrious 
personage, your preceptor Drona, you feel 
sympathy for Ashwathwama, if again out of 
reverence due to a preceptor, youare kindly 
disposed towards Kripa, 





59. Ii out of high regard for your 
maternal relatives, you dv not despatch 
Kritavarman to-day to the regions of Pluto 
iu encountering him, 

6o. If, O lotus-eyed one, encountering 
thy mother’s brother, Shalya, the King of 
Madras, out of mere compassion, you do 
not deign to strike him down, 

6t. Do thou, O mighty one, with your 
sharp shafts hasten to slay that wretched 
Karna to-day who, at heart, cherishes ut- 
most hatred for the sons of Pandu. 

62. it is your noblest duty ; nor is there 
any impropriety in it; we all assent to it, 
and there is no guilt in that. 


63. O sinless one, in that altempt to 
burn your mother with all her children 
during the night, and the behaviour that 
Suyedhana bure towards you during the 
play at dice, that wretched [Sarna lay at 
the bottom ot all. 


64. Suyodhana has ever a firm con- 
viction that itis Karna alone who will help 


| um out fof this scrape}. That is why he 
lhas been tilled with rage and trics aso to 


alllict me. 

65. O giver of honours, it is the firm 
belief of the royal Dobartarastras that 
Karna will, to a certainty, slay all the 
Parthas in battle. 


60. O son of Kunti, it is through having 
secured the aid of Karva that Dhritarastra's 
sun has ventured tu fighe with you, though 
hie is full well aware vi your prowess. 

67. Karna also often says that, “I will 


comic: the  aosenibled Parthas and 
a § 
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Vasudeva, that valiant charioteer of 


Dasharha's race. 

68. O Bharata, that wicked Karna thas 
always roars in the court (of the Iurus) 
with a view to cheer up that depraved son 
of Dhiitarastra, Do you, therefore, slay him 
to-day. 

69. It is the profane and malignant 
Karna who is mainly responsible for all the 


evils that have been done to you by 
Dhritarastra’s son. 

go. I have seen the valiant son of 
Subhadra, of lustrous eyes, fall at the 


hands of six heartless charioteers belonging 
to the Dhartarastra force. 


71. Harassing mighty heroes like Drona, 
Drona’s son, and I<ripa, and others, lre 
divested elephants of their riders and 
mighty charioteers of their cars. 


72. Abhimanyu of mighty neck, the 
pride and the glory of both the Kurus and 
the Vrisnis, made also the steeds bereft of 
their riders, and the infantry, their arms 
and life. 


73- Overthrowing the hostile files, and 
harassing many powerful charioteers, he 
has packed off numbers of inen and steeds 
and elephants to the gates of Pluto. 


74—75. O friend, by truth I swear unto 
you that I am burning at the thought ‘that 
while Subhadra’s son was thus advancing, 
striking down with his arrows the hostile 
force, even then, Olord Partha, the malevo- 
lent Marna, unable to withstand him ina 
face to face fight, had been engaged in acts 
of hostility to that heroic Abhimanya. 


76. Mangled with the arrows of 
Subhadra’s son, rendered senseless and 
bathed im btood, Karna became highly 
enraged and drew heavy breaths, till at 
last covered wkh shafts he thought of 
turning away from the freld. . 


77. Heartily wished to beat a retreat, 
but finding no means of egress of doing so, 
exhausted and stupefied with the wounds 
received, he had to roam about in the 
fi ld, giving up alk the while his hopes of 
ife. ; 

78. At last hearing the ortme 
though wanton, words of Deora battle, 
Karna cut off Abhimanyu’s bow. 


_ 79. On his bow being thus cet asunder 
m that battle, five mighty charioteers of 
blunt conscience slew him with showers of 
arrows. 


So. On the hero being thus slain ai: 
were touched at heart. Only that wicked- 
hearted Karna and Suyodhana laughed. 


8s. [Verily you remember] the vile epi- 
hets that Karna so cruelly flung towards 
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Krishna in the [Kuru] cotirt befote both 
the Kurus the Pandavas. 


g2. “O Krishna, the Pandavas have 
been slain and are gone to eternal damna- 
tion; do you, therefore, O one. of sweet 
voice and heavy posteriors, take to yourself 
another lord. 


83. Betake now to the service of Dhrita- 
rastra as a maid, for, O lotus-eyed one, 


| your husbands are no more (in the land of 


the living.) 

8y. O Krishna, this day forth the 
Pandavas will no longer have any ccntrok 
over you. O Princess of Panchala, you 
are now the wile of men that are servants, 
and, O beautiful one, yourself, a maid. 


85. Duryodhana alone is regarded as’ 
the ruler of this earth, to-day all the other 
lords are engaged in helping him towards 
the good government of his state. ~ 


86. Lo, O amiable one, how all the 
Pandavas have equally fallen, under the 
prowess of Dhitarastra’s son, and have 
now been staring at each other. 


87. Verily these [men] are like sesame 
seeds without kernel, and have fallen into 
purgatory, and they will have to serve ere 
long that foremost of Kaurava Kings.” 


S$. QO Bharata, these vile words were 
uttered by that sinful, debased, mischievous 
and unprincipled Karna at that time, in 
your hearing. 


89. Let your gold-plated and sharpened 
shafts, capable of dealing death to the 
living, to-day assuage the sorrows caused 
by those words of effrontery. i 


90. Let your shafts retaliate all the other’ 
mischiefs done to you by that wicked one, 
by slaying him. 

gt. Eet that wicked Karna feel the 
pangs of those deadly shafts sped from 


the Gandiva, and remember the words of 
Bhisma and Drona. 


92. Let the gold-feathered iron shafts, 
capable of dealing death to the enemies, 
and emitting rays of lightning, sped by you 


go straight into the vital organs and drink 
his blood. 


_ 93; Let the sharp and winged arrow of 
irresistible force shot by your arms toue1 


Karna to the core, and despatch him off to 
the den of Plato, 


94. Let the lords of this hemisphere, « 
seeing Karna fall to-day from off his chariot, 
covered with your shafts, despondent and . 
heatt-broken, indulge themselves in grief. 


95. Lethis relations with distress wit- 
ness to-day the Traa) spectacle of Karn a’s 
falling prostrate an lying down en the 
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besom of the Lark. i 
è , Weltered in 
bereft of arms. i pero 


96. Let the huge standard of Adhiratha's | 
son, bearing the ensign of the clephant’s | 
rope, totter to its fall from the shots of 
crescent-shaped arrows. | 





97, Let Shalya,—alarmed with the scene | 
of his goldenic! sriot thus scattered to the | 
winds, and his charioteer and steeds taken | 
olf with numberless darts of your ARON i | 
-deserting his empty car, beat a hasty re- | 
treat [from the field}. 





8. And then let the enemy Suyodhana, 
witnessing to-day Adhiratha's son thus 
fall a victim to your arms, despair of his 
life and his sov 





guty. 

yo. There, O Partha, Karna with 
prowess like Indra, or even like Sankara 
himself, is causing a massacre of your nen 
with his shafts. | 

100. Look up yonder, O foremost of the 
linc of Bharata, ] the Pancha- j 
las are dropping o sharp peints 
of Karna’s arrows in thcir anxicty to rescue 
the Pandavas. 

101—102. Know it for certain that the 
Panchalas, the sons of Draupadi, Dhrista- 
dyumna, Shikhandin, and the sons of 
Dhristadyumna, and Satantka,—the son of 
Nakul,--and Nakul fhimsel!], Sahadeva, 
Durmukha, Janamcejaya, and Sudhurman, 
and Satyaki, are held in subjection by 
iXarna. | 

103. {From off the scene ot action} the 
howling groans, O subduer of foes, of those 
allies of yours,—the Panchalas—reach 
our ears, as they are assailed, in that dread- | 
ful engagement, with the weapons of | 

| 











Karna. 
tof. The Panchalas are not the persons 
to get frightened, much less to shew their | 
back in the thick of the fray. In san- | 
guinary batile these mighty wielders of bow | 
do not at all care to stake their life. 
tos. The Panchalas did not shew their 
back even encountering that fredonbiable |; 
Bhishma, why, alone and unaided, hemmed { 
in the Pandava forces with a thick cloud of | 
i 
i 





shafts. 

106—107. {| Nor is this ailj. ‘They, who, 
ave battle to that invin- | 
cible Drona, =the preceptor of all bowmen, 
the Raming lustro of weapons, the glory of | 
tke field, the unapproactiable foumian,— | 

not the men to turn | 
of 
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these Panchalas are 
away frum the figid through fear 


Adhitatha’s son. 





108. Like the flaming ine cone anung | 


myriads of insects that invepresy ble Karnis 
with his shafts devoured these owilt-armed ! 
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Panchalas as they approached him in battle 
array. 

tog. Rallying round the banner of their 
allies As these valiant Panchalas, reckless 
of thcir life, marched against him the son of 
Radha took oft their hordes by legions. 


tro. O Bharata, it now behoves you 
to steer these sturdy bowmen,—the valiant 
Panchala forees,—who are fast sinking in 
the ocean of Karna without a bark. 


ttt. The weapon which Karna obtained 
from that foremost sage Rama,—the son of 





p Bhrigu, is blazing forth its appalling 
torm. 
II The awful form of that weapon, 








spi ng terror and consternation all 
round, and encompassing the vast array of 
troops, is glistening with its own bright. 










10g. ‘se arrows flung from the bow- 
strings ef Karna, alilicting your hosts in 
batde, are hovering round like swarms of 
bees. 

114. Aflicted in battle with the shots of 
Karna, that is irresistible by persons of 
weak nerve, O Bharata, the Panchalas, are 
flying in all directions. 

115. Yonder, O Partha, foaming and 
frothing. with rage yet unsatiated, fights 
Bhima with the Srinjaya forces around him, 
and is getting afflicted with the sharp 
arrows of Karna. 

116. © Bharata, if you remain indiffer= 
ent towards Karna, he will cause a sad 
hayoc of the Pandava, the Srinjaya, and the 
Panchala forces, like the seizure of the ilts, 
that flesh is heir to, makes the body 
succumb. 

117. Amongst the vast array of the 
forces of Yudhisthira, I find not another 
general, save and beyond yourself, who 
is capable of returning from the field 


| scatheless, after having encountered son of 


Radha in battle. 
1.8. O foremest of men, buckle on your 


| armour, therefore, to pop off Karna with 


the keen shafts of your arrows, and, thus 
redeeming your pledge, redound your 
glory. 

119. Most assuredly I tell you, O war- 


{vier of warriors, you, and you alone, are 


capable of — worsting Karma in battle, 


l and defeating the whole bands of Kaurava 


army. 

120. And accomplishing this proud feat, 
© Partha, and achieving victory over the 
master car-warrior, Karsa, may you, the 


l best of men, gain your ends, and Le suc- 


cessful and happy ‘”” 


& 
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CHAPTER LXXIV., 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Conid. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Hearing, O Bharata, these [reassur- 
ing] words of Keshava, Vibhatsu, instantly 
shaking off his sorrowful countenance, took 
heart again, 


2. And grating his bowstring and 
stretching it at length, he took hold of his 
Gandiva with a view to make away with 
Karna, and addressing Ieshava, thus ex- 
pressed himself :— 


3. “Since you, —O Govinda, who, [fa- 
thoming the mysteries of fate] see through 
events, past and future,—since you are so 
kindly disposed towards me, under your 
[able] generalship, I may well be certain 
of gaining the day. 


4. O Krishna, with you at my clbow, 
bidding defiance to all the three worlds, 
marshalled in array, I can well launch them 
[one and all,] into eternity, what speak you 
of Karna then, 


5. O Janardana, I witness how the Pan- 
chala hordes are beating their retreats 
[from the field], and I also see how Karna 
with his lofty bearing domineering in the 
battle. 


6. The sight of the Bhargava weapon, 
let loose by Karna, and floating on the air 
like the great thunder of Sakra, meets also 
my view. 


7. But in to-day’s battle I will give no 
quarter to Karna, and all the world will 
roclaim the fact till as long as it will 
ast, 


8. To-day, O Krishna, pointed arrows 
flung from Gandiva and sped by my arms, 
will send Karna to his last account, 


9. And King Dhritarashtra, to-day will 
hurl malediction on his evil genius under the 
inspiration of which he placed the diadem 
on the brow of Duryodhana, who was least 
deserving of sovereignty, 


to. O; large-armed one, to-day King 
Divitarashtra will be deprived of his sove- 


reignty and happiness, wealth and domi- 
nion, capital and sons, 


1r. Most assuredly do I tell 
Krishna, that Kernan doom bene iii 
sealed to-day, Duryodhana, goaded to des- 
peration] will lose all hope of both his life 
and sovereignty, 


tz, As in days of yore, in the cont 
between the Devas and the Astras Teas 
rent in twain the body of the demon Vritra, 
sọ beholding the body of Karna, all cut into 


pieces with the arrows inflicted through my 
hands, let Duryodhana to-day recall to 
mind the proposal you made, O Lordly 
Being, when suing for peace.; 


13. Let the son of Suval realize to-day, 
O Krishna, ,that my arrows happen to 
be my dice, my Gandiva is my gaming 
board, and my chariot, my chequered 
cloth. 

14. O Govinda, striking to-day the 
death knell of Karna with keen shafts, I will 
remove the long lost sleep of the son of 
Kunti. 


15. On my hastening the departure of 
Suta’s son to the other world will raise the 
drooping spirit of the royal descendant of 
Kunti, and he, taking life easily, will enjoy 
eternal happiness. 


16. O Keshava, I wiil fling to-day such 
an irresistible arrow, unique of its kind, 
that will surely make Karna shuffle off his 
mortal coil, 


17. And such was the vow of that wretch 
of human beings about taking my life, that 
“until I put an end to the existence of 
Phalguna, I will not have my feet 
washed.” 


18. Giving a lie to the words of honor of 
that vile creature, O Madhusudan, I will, 
hitting him straight with my arrows, threw 
off his body from his car. 


19. The Earth to-day will drink the 
blood of that son of Suta, who, in battle, 
defies all mortals of this sphere. 


20. In addressing Krishna, that Karna, 
the son of Suta, vaunting of his own superi- 
ority, with the approbation of Dhritarashtra, 
had indulged himself [in the expression], 


“O Krishna, you are now without a hus- 
band.” 


21. My sharpened arrows will falsify 
to-day that vile expression of his, and like 
the foaming snake, surcharged with active 
Poison, will feast on his blood. 


22, My cloth-yard shafts, 
the splendour of lightning, let loose by my 
Capacious arms and from off the strings of 


Gandiva, will lead Karna to his eterna 
goal. 


dazzling with 


23. The contumely which the son of! 
Radha gave expression to, in addressing 
ihe Princess of Panchala in the open court, 
vilifying the Pandavas, will to-day make 
him repent of his misdemeanour- 


24. After the fall of the son of Suta 
the vicious-souled Karna, also called 
Vaikartan, those words that were at one 
time sesame seeds without grain, will turn 
out to-day to be the reverse, 








savage son of Dhritarashtra acknowledge 


‘earth, to-day, 


KARNA 


25. While addressing the sons of ita- 
rashtra Karna let ‘fall from his Voss 
words,—full of sound and fury,—'I will 
save you of the sons of Pandu,” to-day 
my keen shafts will belie even those im- 
perious words of his, 


26. Inthe presence of all the assembled 
archers, to-day, I will take the life out of 
that Karna, who dared to have said, “I 


will put all the Pandavas to death with 
their sons.” 


27. O Madhusudana, to-day, I will cause | 
the slaughter of that Karna, the son of 
Radha, confident of whose prowess the 
haughty son of Dhritarashtra, full of wicked 
design and evil passion, slighted us all 
along. 

28. „And as a deer, afraid of thelion, 
turns its tail, so, O Krishna, let all the 
Dhartarashtras, to-day, with the fall of 
Karna, beat a hasty retreat, 


29. Let king Duryodhana also indulge | 
himself in grief, to-day, as Karna falls a 
victim to my arms in company with all his | 
sons and relations. 


30. Seeing Karna meeting his death to- 
day through my arrows, O Krishna, let the 


me to be the peerless archer in the field. 

31. I will make King Dhritarashtra, with 
all his descendants, counsellors, and fol- 
lowers, shelterless to-day. 

32. O Keshava, to-day, vultures and 
other birds of prey will roam about the 
body of Karna, cut into pieces with the 
shafts of my arrows. 

33. O Madhusudana, to-day I will in 
the presence of all the archers, marshalled 
in array, dissever the head of Karna of 
Radha’s womb. 

34. With sharp-pointed Vipathas and 
other razor-edged arrows, to-day, I will 
pierce through the body of that wicked soul, 
Karna. e i 

<, The mighty king Yudhisthira wi 
Here off to-day his great suffering due to 
his long cherished mental anguish. 


6. O Krishna, I will cheer up king 
Vudhisthira, the son of Dharma, by slay- 
ing to-day the son of Radha with all his 


tribe. : - 

37. O Krishna, with shafts blazing like 

: mbling venomous serpents, to- 

ae T EON all the sunken hosts of 
Karna. i 

g. O Govinda, with shafts adorned with 


f vultures, I will deluge the 
De ey with the scattered bodies 


all armoured with shields of 





of potentates, 
gold, 
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39. O Madhusudana, with sharp-pointed 
arrows, I will, to-day, striking down all the 
enemies of Abhimunya dissever their heads, 
and disjoint their body. 


40. O Keshava, to-day, either I will, 
making the earth devoid of Dhartarashtras, 
makea gift of her unto my brothers, or 
you shall have to traverse this ground shorn 
of Arjuna, 


41. O Krishna, I will acquit myself, to- 
day, of the obligations I owe to all the 
bowmen, to my avenging spirit, to the 
Kurus, to my shafts, and to Gandiva, 

42. And like Maghavat causing the 
slaughter of Samvara, 1 will, O Krishna, 
killing Karna, to-day in battle, shake off 
the heavy affliction I have „been cherishing 
these thirteen long years, 


43. With the fall of Karna in battle, 
to-day, let the mighty car-warriors of the 
line of Somakas, all anxious for the in- 
terests of their allies, rest “assured of the 
issue of this, their engagement, 


44. And, O Madhava, I cannot con- 
ceive even of the great joy which the des- 
cendants of Sini will experience to-day, 
when Karna will be no more, and after I 
have won the battle. 


45. Slaying Karna in battle, and his 
mighty car-warrior son, Í will clear the 
hearts of Bhima and the Twins, as also of 
Satyaki. 

46. ‘Taking away the life of Karna, to- 
day in great battle, O Madhava, I will 
free myself of the very many obligations 
lam under the Panchalas, as also under 
Dhristadyumna and Shikhandin. 


47. Let them all witness to-day the scene 
of the furious Dhananjaya, encountering 
all the Kaurava forces in the field, givea 
death-blow unto the son of Suta. 


48. Let me, once again, indulge myself 
in the luxury of singing my own praise in 
your presence. 

4g. In all this wide world I have no 
rival in archery. And who is there to 
match me in prowess? Then again what 
sou! is there that can equal me in mercy? 
White in fire and fury I yield to none. 

50. With the bow in my hand, and with 
the strength of my capacious arms, I can 
outvie the Asuras, the celestials, and all the 
other creatures grouped together, know it 
for certain, that my prowess surpasses ta 
that of the most powerful. 

sr. And like a spark of fire ina heap 
of dried grass at the end of winter, I, too, 
alone, am well capable of setting fire to all 
the Kurus, and the Valhikas, as also their 
followers with my flashing arrows flung 
from Gundiva, z 
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. My palms bear the marks of these 
Oat, ANNIS superb and out-stretched 
bow with its string trimmed with arrow ; 
the soles of my feet also bear the marks 
of a car and a standard; and so when a 

erson [with all these marks on] goes to 
attle, he, least of atl, can be triumphed 
over.” i 

53. Saying this much to Achyuta that 
hero.of heroes, and destroyer of enemies, 
rushed to battle with a view to rescue 
Bhima and dissever Karna. 


CHAPTER LXXV. 
: (KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 
Dhitarashtra said :— 


1. When Dhananjaya, the infinite dread 
of my valiant chieftains, rejoined the Pan- 
dava and Srinjaya forces, O Sire, how 
fared the battle ? 


Sanjaya said :— 

e. Allthe assembled troops marshalled 
in array, sounding their bugles and blowing 
this horns, like thick volumes of clouds at 
the end of summer, roared thunders. 


3—4. That grim visaged war, which 
foHowed the sanguinary contest of the 
Kshatriyas, all up in arms, for the extermi- 
nation of their race, and in which blood 
streamed forth in rushing currents,—like 
the untimely falling off of a shower of evil,— 
became the cause of destruction of all living 
beings. Huge elephants forming the 
cluster of clouds of that shower, with 
weapons its down-pour; pealing instru- 
ments, sounds of chariot-wheels, clapping 
of hands constituting its thunder-bolts, and 
weapons, trimmed with gold, making its 
lightning; and swords and arrows, and 
cloth-yard shafts, and other weapons of 
great velocity, becoming its drops. 


5: Many car-warriors,—assembled to- 
gether, assailing an opponent despatched 
him off to the King of Terrors; while a su- 
preme car-warrior, fighting the good fight 
with a single adversary, hastened his depar- 
ture to the other world; or another, assailing 
many in close contest, launched them all 
into eternity. 


6. Then again some car-warrior in ex- 
changing shots with his enemy made him 
diea violent death, together with steeds and 
charioteer, while another warrior riding on 
his elephant put to death many car-warriors 
and horsemen, ~ 


7. Partha thus inflicting the enemy with 
a heavy downpour of shafts rent them as- 
under with all their cavalry, infantry, and 
elephant soldiers, as alse the rides and 
riders of their war-chariots, 


8. .Kripacharya met Sikhandin in the 
field, while Satyaki encountered Duryo- 
dhana; and Srutasravas challenged Drona’s 
son, white Yudhamauna took Chitrasena 
for his assialant. 


g. And, like a hungry lion hotly pursu- 
ing a stout bull, Uttamauja, the great car- 
warrior of the Srinjayas, pounced upon 
Susena, the son of Karna; while Sahadeva 
launched out against Sakuni, the King of 
the Gandharas. 


10. Young Satanika, the son of Nakula, 
rushing headlong afflicted young Vrisha- 
sena with a showering torrent of bis shafts, 
and [he, too,] the heroic son of Karna re- 
turned the charges of the son of the prin- 
cess of Panchala in no stinted measure. 


tt. Madri’s son Nakula, the skilful 
adept of war tactics, and the wonderful 
warrior of unique fame, assailed Krita- 
varman, while Ynanasena’s son the King 
of the Panchalas rushed against general 
Karna with all his hosts. 


12. O Bharata, Dushasana, with the 
swelling hosts fof the Samsaptakas and all 
the troops comprising the Bharata force, 
rode fult tilt against Bhima, the inflictor of 
woes in battle to all wielders of arms, and 
the foremost of all warriors. 


13. There the’ powerful Uttamaujas, 
putting forth all his might, struck down the 
son of Kama, and his dissevered head felt 
down onthe ground with a terrible shriek, 
which made the Earth and the sky resound 
its roar. 


14. Overwhelmed with grief at the 
[ghastly] sight of the severed head of 
Susena thus rolling on the ground Karna 
remained stupefied [for a while}, but, his 
avenging spirit soon taking the better of 
him, he, soon, with sharp-pointed arrows 
cut to pieces the steeds, chariot, and the 
standard of his son’s adversary. 


_ 15. Uttamaujas, in the interval, strik- 
ing home, with his keen shafts and the 
sharp edge of his steel, the steed and the 
side-guards of Kripa, quickly leapt into 
the chariot of Shikhandin. 


16, Shikhandin, observing from his own 
chariot, [the sad predicament of] Kripa 
thus deprived of his conveyance, did not 
like to pursue him with his shafts; the son 
of Drona, in the meanwhile, covering the 
car of Kripa with that of his own, like a 
bull fallen in a ditch, rescued him. 


17. Here, the son of the Wind-god, 
Bhima, covered with armor of gold, afflict- 
ing with his keen shafts, like the burning 
mid-day Sun of summer, scorched the 
whole body of troops of your sons, 


— 








KARNA 
CHAPTER LXXVI. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Conta, 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. In the thick of that awe-inspir; 
fray, Bhima, fighting sidglechondad: 
against tremendous odds, addressed is 
charioteer and said, ‘drive towards the 
center of the Dhartarashtra force.” 


3—3. ‘Spur your horses, O charioteer, 
and I will hasten the departure of all these 
Dhartarashtras to the region occupied by 
the King of Death.” The charioteer, being 
thus desired by Bhimasena, drove, at a 
furious speed, towards the spot against the 
whole hosts of your sons, and from whence 
Bhima wished to fight them out. And, 
then, from all sides, a large retinue of 
Kaurava force, consisting of elephant and 
car-warriors, and cavalry and infantry, 
hemmed him in. 


4. And they all poured down their ar- 
rows on that best of chariots occupied by 
Bhima from every direction, whereupon the 
high-souled Bhima, with his own gold- 
feathered shafts, scattered to the winds, all 
those weapons hurled against him by his 
enemies. 


5—10. And those gold-winged arrows 
of his enemies, thus broken into tatters of 
two or three fragments by the shafts of 
Bhima, fell upon the ground. Then, O 
King, there arose one long loud cry of woe 
from amidst the throng of those valiant 
chiefs of the Kshatriya race, as they, with 
their mounts of‘elephants and steeds, and 
their chariots and body infantry, got afflict- 
ed with the arrows thurst hard by Bhima, 
like thunders rolling in mountains. Those 
pride of the Kshatriya race, being thus 
assailed by Bhima, and his powerful shafts 
smiting them hip and thigh, flew at him 
(Bhima) from every side of the plain, like 
the new-fledged family of the feathered 
tribes thickening around a tree. And as 
your troops fell back upon him, Bhima, of 
infinite prowess and strength, repulsed 
them with the full display of all his might, 
like the mighty King of Terrors, dealing 
destruction, at the end of time, with his 
` mace, unto the creation. And your hosts, 
in that battle, eould not repel the fearful 
impetuosity of Bhima, himself the perso- 
nation of fire and fury, like the great Des- 
troyer himself rushing, at the end of the 
cycle, with wide-open mouth for the exter- 
mination of all living beings. O Bharata, 
the whole troops, comprising the Bharata 
force, thus ruthlessly torn asunder in battle, 
by the noble-minded Bhima, dispersed from 
the field in a state of panic, like a strong 
gust of wind scattering thick clouds in a 
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tempest. Then the powerful Bhims ‘ 
: ena, en-: 
cowed with great sagacity, addressing his 
cnarioteer once more, said unto him in full: 

glee. 

Ir, Just know, O Suta, whether do all 
those chariots, which are advancing to- 


wards us, belon 
the enemy, 


12, As T, with this battle raging, can 
make no distinction between the two, see 


that I do not beseige my own hosts with my 
shafts. 


13. Iam greatly mortified, O Vishoka, 
to see around me these leaders of war in 
hostile array, and also with the sight of 
their cars and the tops of their standards. 
The King lies wounded, and the diadem- 
decked Arjuna is not yet come to take the 
field. All these, O Swa, are preying 
heavily on me. 


14. O charioteer, that the pious King 
Yudhistira should have gone away from the 
Reld, leading me alone in the midst of the 
enemy, is in itself heart-rending. Then 
again I am quite in the dark as to his fate. 


g to our party, or to that of 


“Nor dol know whether Vibhatsu is still 


alive or not. All these add to my grief. 


15. And, though dejected and disspirit- 
ed, I will play the hell with all these troops 
inspite of their strength. And thus making 
the vast army in hostile array pay the 
penalty in the wager of battle, let me re- 
joice with you to-day. 

16. O Suta, examine closely all the 
quivers of my arrows, and see the numbers 
still left, and then let me know decidedly 
the quantity and variety of each.” 

17. Being thus addressed, 
replied, 

“O hero, you have full sixty thousand: 
arrows still left, while your shafts, both 
razor-shaped and broad-pointed, number 
ten thousand each. O hero, you have still 
two thousand cloth-yard shafts, while the 
Pradaras, O Partha, number three thou- 
sand. ‘lo speak candidly, O son of Pandu, 
the quantity that is still left is quite un- 
manageable even by half-a-dozen bullocks, 
if placed on carts. 


18. O skilful one, throw off your weap- 
ons in no measured number, for your maces, 
swords, and scimitars, as also your lances, 
darts and spears, and other weapons of 
the arms, number thousands upon thou- 
sands. So be of good cheer, and pray 
do not be misapprehensive of your weapons 
running short.’” 


Vishoka 


Bhima said :— 

19. ‘Mark, O Suta, in this day’s fearful 
engagement the plains will present the as- 
pect of the dismal regions of Death, when 
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the field will be shrouded with thick sets 
of my irresistible arrows, furiously let loose 
from off my bow,—tearing into pieces the 
entire body of the trainbands of my 
enemy, and making the Sun, as it were, 
disappear from view. 


20. To-day, O Suta, it will be known 
to all the Kshatriyas, even unto the last 
generation, that either Bhimasena has 
given himself up in battle, or, singly, he has 
got the better of aH the Kurus. 


21. To-day, either let the Kauravas fall 
in battle, or, let all the world sound my 
death knell. Alone, encountering them all, 
I will either ‘overmatch them, or, let them, 
all combined, put an extinguisher upon 
Bhimsena. > 


22. May the guardian angels, who 
further the course of all righteous action, 
shower down their blessing on me; and let 
Arjuna, the victor of enemies, come here 
speedily [to my relief], like the invoked 
Sakra appearing in the sacrificial ground. 


23. Look there, and see the disbanded 
Bharata force! Why are all these chiefs 
taking to their flight. Surely it seems to me 
inevitable that Savyasachin, that best of 

- human beings, has been shrouding that 
force with a heavy downpour of his arrows. 


24. Lookthere, O Vishoka, [and see 
how] the mounted soldiers riding on their 
steeds or elephants, and standard-bearers, 
and foot-soldiers are beating their retreat. 
Look, also, at these war-chariots, [and see 
how] they with their warriors on, are getting 
scattered by the darts, shafts and arrows, 
O Suta. 


25. Charged with the gold- winged and 
peacock-feathered arrows of Dhananjaya, 
and bursting like the bolts from the blue, 
those Kaurava forces, falling fast in 


numbers, as often swell the ranks of their 
e 


26. Those steeds yoked on war-chariots, 
and elephants, trampling down the vast 
array of foot-soldiers are fleeting away. 
In sooth, the whole host of the Kauravas, 
seized with consternation, are beating a 
hasty retreat, as do the terrified elephants 
in the midst of a flaming forest. ‘The ele- 
phants are roaring furiously in the field, 
and their savage cries, © Vishoka, make, 
one and all, utter cries of woe and alas |” 


Vishoka said :— 


27. “Can't you, © Bhima 
awful sound of the Gandiva? tort fe 
those ears of yours lost their sensibility 
from the effects of the thunder produced by 
pariha, while outstretching it with fire and 
fury 

















28, All your wishes, O son of Pandu, 


have been gratifed, yonder is seen the 
standard of Ape [of Arjuna] wafting aloft. 
Look there, the bowstring [of Gandiva] 
is emitting incessantly rays of light, like the 
flashes of lightning from amidst the blue 
regions of etherial space. 


29. That Ape wafting aloft from the 


standard of Dhananjaya, is seen to strike 
terror, all along the line of the enemy, [and 
to speak freely] even I myself am stricken 
with awe at that [august] sight. 


go. There, the resplendent beauty of 


Dhananjaya’s diadem is shedding its 
effulgence brightly, and the bright luster of 
the gem studded on it, sparkling with the 
radiancy of the Sun, is looking much moré 
resplendent. 


31. Alongside him, behold, there, his 


conch Devadatta of thundering blare, and 
resembling a white sheet of cloud. Behold 
there, Janardana, reins in hand, making 
his way into the center of the hostile 
divisions. 


32. Behold, there, O hero, by the side 


of Janardana his discus, radiant like the 
Sun, nave like thunder, and sharp like 
razor,—that discus which enhances the 
fame of Keshava, and which is always wor- 
by shipped the Yadus. 


33. There, large trunks of huge ele- 


phants, resembling the lofty yew trees, dis- 
severed by Kiritin are falling fast. There, 
also, huge elephants and their riders, pierc- 
ed with shafts all through, are falling down 


like mountains riven with thunder. 


34. Behold, there, O son of Kunti, the 
Panchajanja [conch] of Krishna,—res- 
plendent like the moon,—the Kaustabha, 
[pearl] dazzling on his breats, and his 
garland of victory. 


35. There cannot be any mistake in 
the fact that Partha,—the glory of car- 
warriors—the best and foremost of them, 
carried by those precious steeds of his,— 
the best of their kind,—and in color as 
white as the white clouds of the sky: with 
Krishna as their driver,—is rushing in the 
field, routing the enemy all through. 


36. Behold there, your younger, re- 
sembling in energy the deity of the celes- 
tials, is piercing with his shafts those cars, 
steeds, and bands of foot-soldiers, and 
they are falling down as if a forest over- 
thrown by the tempest caused by the 
wings of Garuda. 


37. Behold, Kiritin, with his powerful 
shafts, to outstrip in battle four hundred 
Car-warriors with their steeds, and drivers, 
and seven hundred elephants, as also 
numberless infantry and cavalry. 
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98. Shedding his effulgen i 
constellation of Chttra, tie cee 
Arjuna, after having massacred the Kuru 
forces, is speeding towards you. All your 
wishes have been gratified :—your enemies 
pee edge ae Fie your prowess and 
he span of your life i i 
ie ea a aoe continue to increase 


Bhima said :— 

39. ‘For this welcome news, O chario- 
teer, with unfeigned pleasure I grant you 
fourteen choice villages; and, O Vishoka, 
as you bring me the tidings of Arjuna, I 


also present you a hundred female slaves, 
and twenty chariots. 


CHAPTER LXXVII. 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. Hearing the loud rattles of chariots, 
and the lion like roars [of warriors] in, the 
field, Arjuna, addressing Govinda, ‘said, 
“Clap spurs to the chargers.” 

2. Hearing these words of Arjuna, 
Govinda replied him [thus]:—“ Off! go 
towards the spot where Bhima has taken 
his post.” 

3. Then, like the king of the celestials, 
proceeding in great wrath, and with thun- 
der in his arms, to strike down Jambha (the 
Asura), Jaya [Arjuna] rushed [in the field], 
to obtain victory, borne by horses white as 





snow or conchs, and with housings laid 
with gold, pearls and gems. 


4. Many warriors, fof the other side], 
' representing lions in prowess all boiling 
with rage, and followed by a large retinue 
of elephant, horse and foot soldiers, faced 
him, and making the Earth resound, 
and rending the skies with the whizz of 
their arrows, the rattling sound of the 
wheels of ,their war-chariots, and the noise 
of the tread of their horses’ hoofs. 


5. Then, there ensued, O sire, a mortal 
conflict between them [the train-bands of 
the Kaurava forces] an Partha,—a con- 
flict carrying death and destruction in its 
train to body, life and sin alike,—like 
the great battle between the Asuras and 
. Vishnu, the greatest of all great con- 
` querors, for the [sovereignty of the] three 
worlds. 

6. Alone and unaided, the, 
decked and garland-necked Arjuna, rent 
asunder all the powerful weapons flung 
[against him] by them [his adversaries], 
and struck off their heads and arms in 


diadem- 
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many and varied forms, wi i 
, with his razor- 
edged and crescent {shaped shafts, as also 
with his broad-pointed arrows. . È 
7. Umbrellas, banners, h ió 
rs, horses, charióts 
elephants, and foot soldiers; shattered and 
muti iated, :fell down on the Earth, like a 
orest uprooted by a violent wind, 


OE 7 Mighty elephants caparisoned’ with 

gold-laid trappings, and equipped with 

banners of triumphs, and adorned with 

riders [on their back], wore a majestic 

eon na ked f Juster all round, as they 
ssed w -wi 

like blazing mountains aaan 


9. With excellent shafts piercing ele- 
phants, horses, and war chariots, and 
resembling thunder of Vasava, Dhananjaya 
winged his way to strike down Karna, like 
Indra, in days of yore, proceeding to, rend 
in twain (the Asura) Vala. 3 

10o. Then that mightiest of men, the 
terror of enemies, rushed headlong into 
the midst of your vast array as does the 
Makar while plunging into the deep sea. 


11. Seeing Pandu’s son so advance, 
O king, your warriors, with a long line of 
cars, and a retinue of elephant, ‘horse and 
foot soldiers, pressed upon him. 

12. And, while'rushing against Partha, 
they raised a tumultous cry like the roar- 
ings of the surging waves in a tempest. 
Those great warriors, powerful like 
reckless of their life, rushed in battle 
that mighty man, careering like a 


I3. 
tigers, 
to face 
tiger. 

14. With a heavy down-pour of arrows 
they advanced towards him, but Arjuna 
dispersed them like vapours before the 
gushing wind. 

15. Those mighty warriors—all good 
shots and of unfailing aim—in a body, 
and with a long line of war-chariots fol- 
lowing them, advanced against Arjuna 
and began to pierce him with their sharp 
weapons. 

16. Arjuna, then, {rendering asunder] 
with his arrows, chariots, elephants, and 
horses by thousands, despatched [them] off 
to the region of Pluto. 

17. ‘Thus afflicted in action with shots 
flung from Arjuna’s bow, those mighty car- 
warriors, terrified and panic-stricken, began 
gradually to melt away. : 


18.. Among those great car-warriors 
four hundred valiantly kept the field ; and 
Arjuna, with his keen shafts, sent them, one 
and all, to their last account. 


1g. [And those that held the rear,] 
afflicted, in that battle, with keen shafts 
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33. That chief of the Bharat race, endu- 
ed with heroic qualities, being thus hemmed 
in by those brave bands of heroes, looked 
resplendent like the radiant Moon shedding 
its effulgence amidst myriads of glowing 
stars. 


34. O, Monarch, that foremost of men, 
was looking, during that fight, so beautiful, 
like the Full Moon in the midst of his 
corona. 


35- All those Kings with eyes flamed 
with wrath, and bent upon slaying Vriko- 
dara, began to shower, down their weapons 
upon him. 


36. As the fish frees itself from the net, 
so did Bhima cutting their shafts straight 
free himself from the pressure of the battle. 


37—38. O Bharata slaying ten thousand 
elephants that faced him, one hundred 
thousand and two hundred men, hundred 
car-warriors and five thousand horse 
Bhima actually made a river of blood to 
flow there. 


39. In that carnage blood flowed like 
water, and the war-cars forming its eddies, 
elephants, its alligators, horses and men, 
its sharks and fishes, and the hair of 
animals, its herbs and moss, were all 
floating on it. 


40. Arms severed from bodies float- 
ed like snakes, and Precious stones were 
abundant in the bloody current ;—thighs 
and marrows formed its gavials and mud, 
and human heads, its mountain. 


41. Iron bound bludgeous and maces 
were also floating there like snakes; and 
bows and arrows formed its rafts by means 
of which persons tried to cross that fearful 
and bloody stream, banners and umbrellas 


drifted on it like swans, and costly head- 
dresses its foam, 3 


and sharp arrows of all kinds, dispersed 
themselves in all directions—far away from 
Arjuna. 


20. The shouting noise made at the van 
by the retreating army was as furious as 
as the grumbling roars of the breakers of 
the [surging seas when dashing against 
rocks, 


21. Thus, with his arrows, dispersing 
the panic-stricken army, O (sire, Arjuna, 
the son of Pritha, advanced against the 
column commanded by the son of Suta. 


22, The great noise made by Arjuna 
while advancing towards his enemies, was 
like that of Gadura, in days of yore, while 
swooping down upon snakes. 


23. The mighty Bhimasena, anxious as 
he was to have a look of Partha, became 
highly gratified with that sound. 


24. Hearing that Parthais come, the 
redoubtable Bhimasena, O king, began to 
afflict your troops, fearless of his own life. 


24. Bhima,—the son of the Wind- 
god, and himself possessing the prowess 
and impetuousity of the wind,—that valiant 
Bhima began to career in that battle like 
that of the wind itself. 


26. Your army, O king, being thus hard 
pressed by him, O ruler of the universe, 
began to rolland tumble like a shattered 
vessel in the high seas. 


27. Bhima then, with his deadly wea- 
pons, and with great dexterity of hands, 
waging a ruthless slaughter amongst that 


body of troops, despatched them to the 
region of Pluto, 


28. Your warriors, O Bharata, seeing 
the wonderful exploits of Bhima. in that 
battle, careering like the King of Terrors 
= he end. of time, became greatly agi- 
ated, G 
42. The dust rising from the earth-were 
like the waves of the Stream, and jewelled 
necklaces were looking like so many 
lotuses: the brave could alone cross that 


Stream while the faint hearted sunk within 
to navigate it. 


43. That gushing current, with bands 
of sturdy soldiers forming ‘its alligators 
and crocodiles, streamed its course towards 
the realm of Death. [And] and that man 
Far ber like ferocity made its course 


29—30. King Duryodhana, seeing his 
best soldiers, O Bharata; thus ote by 
Bhimasena, 'gave vent to the following 
expression, addressing his whole hosts, 
generals and other great watriors, O best of 
the Bharata race, “ All of you in a body 
engage Bhima in action and fell him 
down, [inasmuch as on him hinges the 
fate of | the Pandavas,] and, when he 
[Bhimasena] is felled, well may I count 
upon the Pandu forces as if already slain, 


31. Following the’ behest of 
all the vassal chiefs, [hitting] nas 
covered Bhima with a thick shower of 
arrawsS, 


44. [And] as the Vaitarine is unnavi- 
gable by jpersons of filth and inquity, even 
so was that awful Stream of blood to men 
wanting in valour and intrepidity, making 


42. Hosts of elephants their heart quail with shudder. 


; O monarch, and 


men, eager for victory, as also war-chariols 45. [And 
and horas, 1O ' King of Ki i ` of 2S] there that son of Pandu, the 
around Vrikodara. © of Kings, thickened | best of Car-Warriors, rushed 4 


hundred thousands of enemy, ee eune 
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46. Drtryodligna seeing Bhimsena thus 

career in battle, O king, said i 
L ' unto a 

the following words :— Seng 


47. “Overpower in battle 
the all-powerful Bhimsena. ; 
over the vast array of the Pan 
hinges on his final overthrow,” 


48. Being thus desired, O king, the 
powerful son of Suvala, the peer of great 
warriors marshalled in array, marched on— 
his brothers surrounding him. 


e, O uncle, 
Phe victory 
dava forces 


49. That hero, affronting the fiercely 
powerful Bhima in that battle, checked his 
intrepidity, as if a continent resisting the 
tides of an ocean. 


50. And despite the resistance of the 
keen shafts, [which the powerful son of 
Suvala hurled against him,] Bhima ap- 
proached him [in formidable array.] 


51. Whereupon Sakuni, O king of 
kings, flung a number of cloth-yard shafts, 
bedecked with wings of gold and sharpen- 
ed on stone, and assailed Bhima at the 
seat of his heart. 


52. Those fearful shafts, feathered with 
the plumes of Kankas and peacocks, O 
monarch, piercing the coat’ of mail of the 
high-souled son of Pandu, sunk deep into 
his vital parts. 


53. Being thus smitten in battle, O 
Bharata, Bhima, then flung, all of a sud- 
den, a shaft laid with gold upon the son cf 
Suvala. 

54. And the powerful Sakuni, the in- 
flictor of woes on his enemies, and, O king, 
skilful in the manipulation of hands, rent 
that fearful weapon in seven fragments as 
it was coursing its way towards him. 


55. His weapon thus falling adrift on the 
ground, O king, Bhima, inflamed with 
rage, without any strain rent in twain ‘with 
a broad-pointed arrow the bow of the son 
of Suvala. 


56. Whereupon 
Suvala, throwing away y I 
useless, with the greatest alacrity seized a 
new one, as also sixtcen proad-edged shafts. 

57--58. And the son of Suvala, O king, 
hit che chariot-driver with Ovo, and _Bnima 
with seven; struck off the banner with one, 
and the umbrella with two ; and pierced, oO 
lord of the universe, the fout chargers with 
the remaining four of those broad-headed 


shafts. 

59. Enraged 
ful Bhima, in tl 
weapon made of iron, 
was decked with gold. 

60. Thatgweapon, 

ity the tongue of a snake, 


20 


the mighty son of 
that bow, rendered 


at this, O king, the power- 
that battle, threw down a 
and the staff of which 


resembling in acti- 
being thus cast 
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3 came speedil 
Pon the chariot of the RODIE SAN or 


from the a > 
RT arms of Bhima 


Suvala. 


aa [And] he (the son of Suvala) scized 

a eapenn adorned with gold, and, Q 

ae of the universe, hurled it back ayainst 
‘unsena with a fierce countenance. 


62. That weapon, pierci 
à ı piercing through tł 
leftarm of the noble son r Panda} fell 


down like flast i ; ST 
the ground. shes of lightning coursing on 


63. Then the Dhartarastras began torent 
the air from all sides with their loud out- 
cries, but, O king, Bhima could not brook 
the lion-like roars of the enemy,—all of 
great intrepidity. 

64. That extraordinarily powerful man 
(Bhima) taking hold of another how fitted 
with string, almost in no time, O best of 
kings, covered the mighty son of Suvala and 
his forces, who were fighting valiantly 
without caring the least for their lives, with 
showers of arrows. 


65. That mighty man (Bhimasena) with 
ulmost intrepidity stricking off his (Saku- 
ni’s) four horses, and then sending his 
charioteer to his eternal rest, O ruler of the 
universe, rent asunder his adversary’s 
banner with a broad-edged arrew. 


66, Speedily bounding out of that 
steedless chariot, Sakuni, the best of men, 
with eyes flaming with wrath and stretched 
bow, took his stand on the ground,—breath- 
ing all the while heavy breaths; and then, 
O king, he covered Bhima with mumberless 
arrows from all sides. 


67. Then the mighty Bhima rending 
asunder Sakuni’s arrows with great wrath 
hit him with a host of sharp arrows. 


68. Being thus afflicted by his powerful 

assailant, that destroyer of enemies, O 
{ king, dropped down on the Earth almost 
| dead. 

69. Seeing him (Sakuni) in such a 
woeiul plight, your son, O supreme ruler 
of the universe, putting him in His own 
| chariot carried him off from the scene of 

action before the very face of Bhimasena. 


qo. Seeing that foremost of men, Sakuni, 
thus knocked down and borne away on 
Duryodhana's chariot, the Imperial hosts 
began to beat a hasty retreat from the 
| Geld and flew in all directions from the 
| very fear of Bhimasena. 
71. When the son of Suvala was thus’ 
discomfitted and defeated, O monarch, by 
that excellent archer (Bhimasena) your sen 
Duryodhana, left the field in a state of 
trepidation, and, out of his concern for tle 
life of his uncle Sakuni,urged his fiery char- 


gers to a furious speed, 
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$ 72. Secing the king thus flee away from 
the battle, all his troops, © foremost of the 
line of Bharata, who were each engaged 
in fierce struggle with a hand-to-hand 
fight, began to disperse“ themselves in all 
directions. 

73. Observing the whole hosts of the 
Dhartarastra force thus dispersing them- 
selves in every direction, Bhima, with great 
impetuousity rushed against them, and 
attacked them with innumerable arrows. 


74. Thusafflicted by Bhima, O monarch, 
the retreating bands of Dhritarastra’s army 
[all in a body moved towards Karna’s 
flank,] and coming thither and with them 
[General Karna] in their center, they once 
more held their ground. 


75. As the ship-wrecked mariners be- 
come comforted in reaching an island, so 
your distressed army stood cheerfully on 
finding that mighty Karna. 


76. O foremost of the Bharata race, O 
mightiest of men, O lord of the universe, 
they then proceeded having death for their 
ultimate end. 


CHAPTER LXXVIII. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA}—Contd. 


Dhritarastra said :— 


1. O Sanjaya, what did Duryodhana 
and Suvala’s son say on finding our troops 
shattered in battle by Bhimasena ? 


2. Or, what did that mighty conqueror 
—Karna, or Kripa, or Kritavarman, - or 
Drona's son or Dushasana, or the other 
leaders of my army, say in that battle ? 


_3. The powers of Pandus’ son seem to 
me to be most extraordinary that he could 
fight single-handed against all the warriors 
of my army. A 

4. O Sanjaya, did the son of Radha, 
that scorcher of foes, keep his vow, and 
did he discharge himself accordingly towards 
the [hostile] troops? [In fact,} he was the 
bestower of prosperity, the saviour, the 
refuge, and the hope of the Kurus. 

5. Howdid Karna, the son of Adhi- 
satha and Radha, behave in that battle, on 
finding our troops worsted and beaten by 
Kunti’s son of illimitable prowess ? 

6. And also what did my unconquerable 
sons and. the other kings and mighty 
charioteers of our army do? Tell me of all 
these, O Sanjaya, because you are a skilled 
narrator, 


Sanjaya said :— 


7. O king, the valiant son of Suta began 
to strike down the Somaka troops, tin that 


















forming these 
valiant archers and mighty charioteers of 
the Pandavas came forth and surrounded 
him on all sides. 
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afternoon, even on the very face of Bhima- 
sena. 


8. The mighty Bhima also began to 


smite down the Dhartarastra troops. Upon 
this Karna ordered [his driver} Shalya to 
make straight way for the Panchalas. 


g. Karna, on observing that his army 


was being routed by the highly intelligent 
Bhimasena, asked his driver once more to 
drive on direct to the Panchalas, 


yo. On being thus spoken to, Shalya, 


the avenger of enemies and the king of 
Madras, urged ‘those white horses, that 
could run fast like thought, in the direc- 
tion of the Chedis, the Panchalas, and-the 
Karushas. 


11. On penetrating into that vast array, 


Shalya, the avenger of foes, took Karna to 
the very spot that that foremost of warriors 
wished to be in. 


12, © lord of the universe, the very 


sight of that chariot, dismal like the cloud, 
and enveloped in tiger-skins, struck terror 
into the hearts of the Pandavas and the 
Panchalas. 


13. Then the clatter of that chariot be- 


came audible in that fierce battle like the 
crash of a thunder or like the sound of a 
mountain splitting into pieces. 


14. Then Karna, drawing the bow- 


strings close to his ears, shot numberless 
sharp shafts, which destroyed the Pandava 
forces by hundreds and thousands. 


While the invincible Karna was per- 
heroic feats numbers of 


15. 


16. tn sooth, Shikhandin, Bhima?’ 


Dhritadyumna, Nakula and Salradeva, as 
‘also the (five) sons of Draupadi pressed 
hard uponthe son of Radha, and began to 
shower down their weapons upon him,—all 


kindled with the desire of hastening his 
departure to the other world. 


17. In that battle that foremost of men, 
the valiant Satyaki struck Karna with a 


score of sharp arrows hitting him on the 
shoulder-joint. X 


18. N that engagement Shikhandin af- 
flicted him with fve and twenty arrows, 
as did also Dhristadyumna with seven, the 
sons of Draupadi with four and sixty, 


Sahadeva with seven, and Nakula with a 
hundred, eee i 


19. The redoubtable Bhimasena, boiling 
with rage, assailed the son of Radha, in 
that battle, with Ninety straight shafts, and 
hit him [also] in the shoulder-joint. 


20, Then, theson of Adhirath, endued 





KARNA 


with great strength, with an indignant 
smile, stretched out his superb bow and be- 
gan to pour down heavy showers of keen- 
edged arrows to the discomfiture of his 
enemies. 


21—22. 
them in return, each with five arrows, and 
rending in twain, O best of the line of Bha- 
rata, the bow and standard of Satyaki, sped 
nine arrows against him, hitting him in the 
center of his chest, and: then, with great 
violence, struck Bhimasena with thirty 
shafts. 


23. That scorcher of foes, O sire, next 
struck off Sahadeva’s standard with a flat- 
faced arrow, and then pierced bis charioteer 
with three others. 


24, He, O foremost of the Bharata race, 
almost in no time, deprived the (five) 
sons of Draupadi of their chariots, and it 
seemed truly wonderful. 

25. In fact, the straight dead shots of 
the mighty Karna, made those brave war- 
riors retreat from thejfield ; and he caused a 
havoc amongst the Panchalas and the 
powerful car-warriors of the Chedis. 


26. The Chedis and Matsyas, O ruler 
of the universe, being thus worsted in that 
encounter, all 
supreme effort to fell down Karna, and 
poured down a heavy shower of arrows 
upon him. 

27—28. In that battle, the mighty son 
of Suta, alone and unaided, fought single- 
handed with his own prowess, and kept all 
the great Pandava archers at bay, des- 
pite their utmost endeavour. O descendant 
of King Bharata, Lam an eye-witness of this 
extraordinary and wonderful feat, and the 
gods themselves, the Siddhas and Charans 
were all highly pleased to see the lightness 
of the hands of the noble Karna. 

29. And, O lordly being, all the great 
warriors of the Dhartarastra force paid him 
their homage and worshipped him as the 
best of all bowmen. 

And then, O monarch, as in sum: 
gE conflagration burns heaps of 
so did Karna consume his 
it were, with the fire 


0. 
mer the blazin 
hay into ashes, 
enemies’ forces, as 
of his weapons. 

1, Thus beaten 
riors, Karna, 
began to flee in all 
face hin in battle. A 

icted with the sharp shots com- 
OS a Karna’s bow in that battle 
the Panchalas sent forth bitter eres of 


ee that tumultuous up- 
comprising the Pan- 


by that foremost of 
the Pandava troops 


ar-war re E; r 
ca directions—afraid to 


3 D Bewildered at 
roar, the vast army, 


And the son of Radha assailed | 





pressed forward and made a į 
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dava force and belonging to the hostile 
pariy, —regarded him as the hero of the 
field in that great battle. 


34. The. son of Radha, that scorcher 
of his enemies, displayed once again such 
wonderful prowess that the Pandavas, 
all combined, dared not even to look at him. 

35. And like a stream dividing itself when 
checked by a mountain, so did the Pandava 
forces break themselves opposed by Karna. 


36. In that battle, the might and 
strong-armed Karna, O king, burning the 
vast army of the Pandavas, stood out in 
relief like a blazing fire without smoke. 


37. That strong-armed man with 
great lightness of hands, O monarch, be- 
gan to strike off with his shafts, the arms 
and heads, as also the ears adorned with 
rings of many of his sturdy enemy. 


38. He went on, O king, cutting off 
horses, elephants, shafts, swords with hilts 
of ivory, fans and cars, and wheels, axles 
and yokes, as also many other things ina 
mess, like a hero. 


39—40. Heaps of carcasses of elephants, 
and horses, slain by Karna, O Bharata, 
were lying on all sides, and the earth be- 
came slippery with their blood, while their 
dead bodies blocked the way and made it 
impassable. 


4t. The earth became so covered over 
with dead bodies of horses, foot soldiers, 
elephants and with broken cars that it be- 
came.impossible to distinguish the even land 
from the uneven. 


42. The (atmosphere) became dark as 
pitch with the shower of arrows shot by 
Karna, and nobody could know each other, 
or foes from friends. 

O monarchi, the great car-warriors of 
the Pandavas, were covered with the gold- 
decked darts coming out of Karna's bow. 


44. O king, the son of Radha repeatedly 
broke the ranks of the powerful car-warriors 
of the Pandavas, though they tried theic 
utmost to worst him in that fight. 


45—46. Asina wild the herds of deer 
are scared away before an angry lion or 
other animals seeing an wolf, so, in that 
battle, the foremost car-warriors of the Pan- 
chalas and other great warriors of the Pan- 
davas were driven before Karna. 


47. As the Paudava troops turned 
their backs in battle the powerful Dharta~ 
rashtras followed them uttering loud shouts. 


48. O king of kings, Duryodhana being 
very -glad ordered in great glee his wàr 
bands to discourse music throughout the- 


whole range of his army. 
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49. The great Panchal warriors, the best | 
of men, all determined to die in that battle, 
returned bravely to the field. 


50. O king, those brave warriors were 
repeatedly broken down in that fight by 
the son of Radha, the smiter of his enemies, 
and powerful like a bull. 


51. O Bharata, Twenty Panchala car- 
warriors, and more than a hundred of the 
Chedis were sent to the other world by 
Karna's arrows. 


52. O descendant of Bharata, he (Karna) 
pulled down men from their seats in the cars’ 
and from the backs of horses and elephants’ 
and also scared away the infantry. 


53- That brave warrior, the son of Suta, 
the smiter of his foes, like Pluto at the 
time of destruction looked brilliant as the 
sun in the meridian, and nobody could set 
his eyes upon him. : 


54 O great monarch, after destroying 
«hosts of elephants, horses, infantry, and car- 
warriors, that powerful archer, the destroyer 
of his enemies, stood upon his chariot. 


55- The great car-warrior Karna after 
‘killing the Somakas stood like the mighty 
Pluto after destroying the elephants, 


56. The Panchals also showed very great 
courage, for they never left the head of the 
battle-field, even when thus distressed by 
Karna, 


57. And the king (Duryodhana), killed 
the Pandava forces by hundreds and thou- 
sands as did also Dushasana, Kripa, the 
son of Sharadwata, Ashwathama, Krita- 
varman, and Shukuni of great Strength. 


58. The two sons of Karna too,—aye those 
two brothers of tunconquerable strength, 
O king of kings, boiling with rape, waged 
a ruthless slaughter among the Pandava 
hosts in many different places. 


59. And the battle [that ensued then] 
was deadly in the extreme, and the slaughter 
[which followed] was really very great, 


60. Then the Pandava warriors Dhrista- 
dyumna and Shikhandhin, the (five sons of 
Dranpadi, fretting and foaming with rage, 
caused a terrible havoc among your troops. 


61. And thus the losses which attended the 
Pandava forces in their several divisións, 
were cqu:l to those of your own, when the 
all-powerful Bhima joined them (the Pan- 
davas) in the field. 


\ throug! 
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CHAPTER LXXIX, 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Conid, 


Sanjaya said :— 

1—5. Arjuna in that great battle, after 
destroying the four divisions (of the army 
belonging to the enemy) and taking a glance 
of the enraged son of Suta, made a river 
of blood to flow there, a river that was 
filled with flesh, bones, and marrow; ele- 
phants and horses formed the bed of that 
river; and human heads, like rocks and 
Stones strewn on all sides, seemed to 
resound with the cries of crows and ravens ; 
umbrellas floated like swans; and bodies 
of brave soldiers like so many trees drifted 
away by the current; necklaces were lize 
lotuses in the stream pand head-dresses its 
foam, broken pieces of skulls floated about, 
and bows and arrows were like fishes in 
it; armours and shields formed its eddies; 
chariots, with which it teemed, were like 
its rafts; and braver-hearted men could 
alone cross that bloody stream, while the 
faint-hearted sunk within to navigate it. 


6. Vibhatsu, the foremost of men, and 
smiter of hostile warriors after making this 
bloody stream to flow, spoke the following 
words to Vasudeva. 


Arjuna. said :— 


7. “O Krishna, I see the banner of Sunta’ 
our troops, with Bhimasena at their head» 
are fighting with that mighty car-warrior, 
OJanardana,the Panchalas becoming afraid 
of Karna are melting away. 


8. Behold, King Duryodhana, along- 
side Karna is looking exceedingly beanti« 
ful, with the white umbrella over ‘his head, 
in his efforis to rout the Panchalas, 


9. Karna is protecting Kripacharya, 
Kritavarman and Aswathama, white those 
great warriors 


S are protecting 
Duryodhana in their turn ; 


resist them they will 
among the Somakas, 


1o. O Krishna, Shalya, a thorough 
master in the art of driving, is looking 
Surpassingly beantiful, as he drives the 
chariot of Snta’s son, seated on his high 
Seat of the car, 

11. Tt would be w 
lead my big chariot į 


Not going to return 
In that fight. 


12. O Janardan, the whole hosts of the 
pues: zand the Srinjayas will all be 
€stroyed before our ver face, unless thi 
son of Radha be killed,” C? “Pless this 
13. Thus asked Keshaya led the chariot 

your army towards the great archer 


the King 
and unless we 
Cause a massacre 


ell to go over there, so 
n that direction, 
Without killing Karna 
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Karna, with a view to bring about a dual 
fight between him and Savyasachin. 


14, As urged by the son of Pandu 
the very driving of the car by the strong- 
armed Vasudeva gave assurance to the 
Pandava troops and cheered them up. 


15. In that fight the rattling noise of 
the wheels of the car of Pandu’'s son, 
sounded, O sire, like the rumbling of 
Vasava’s thunder, 


16. The son of Pandu of unfathomable 
nobleness, and the very personification of 
power, thus went on destroying your 
army as he proceeded onward with the 
loud rattling noise of his car. 


17. Looking at the standard, the white 
steeds, and the black driver, (Krishna) of 
the noble Arjuna, Shalya, the king of 
Madra, addressing Karna, said :— 


18. ‘ You were enquiring about Arjuna ; 
there comes he in that chariot, drawn by 
white steeds and driven by the black cha- 
rioteer (KXrishna),—destroying his enemies 
as he-makes his way forward. 


19. There stands the son of Kunti with 
the outstretched Gandiva in his hand ; save 
us by killing him. 

20. O Karna, he is willing to try his 
strength with you in battle, and being 
restless is slaying many of our picked 
warriors. Advance, O son of Radha, on- 
ward to meet that descendant of Bharata 
race. 


21. Slaughtered in large numbers, the 
Dhartarashtra troops have become afraid 
of, and are giving way before, him. 

22. 1 believe, hastily he is coming to- 
wards you avoiding other warriors,—his 
body is swelling with wrath. 

23. You have worsted Vrikodara, and 
so Partha is burning with anger to meet 
you in battle, and would not wait to fight 
out any other warrior save and beyond 
yourself. 

24—26. You have badly hurt the vir- 
tuous King Yudhistira, and deprived him 
of his chariot, you have placed Shikirandin, 
Satyaki, the sons of Draupa: i. Yudama- 
manyu, Uttamaujas and his brother Nakula 
and Sahadeva in woeful plights; Partha, 
the smiter of his enemies, in a sullen mood 
and blood-shot eyes, is advancing, 1n hot 
haste and with impetuosity, to wreak his 
vengenance on you. 

27. Eluding the grasp of other war- 
riors he is hastily advancing towards us, SO 
Karna, be you on the alert, as there is none 
else to resist him in battle. 

28. As a continent resists the fury of 
the surging sea, s> you are the only archer 
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jin all the world who can resist Dhanan- 
jaya’s rage. 4 : 
_ 29. He is advancing all alone, there 
is none to guard him in the front or in the 


Tear, and well may you now count upon 
success following you. 


30. You are the only man who can 
cope with the Krishnas in battle, so make 
your march, O son of Radha; you alone are 
capable of it. 


3t. You stand in the same footing with 
Bhishma, Drona, Drauni and.Kripa; in 
prowess, so put a stop to the advance uf 
Savyasachin;in this great battle. 


32. Dhananjaya is looking like'a snake 
protruding his quivering tongue, or like a 
bull bellowing loudly in rage, or indeed, 
like a tiger of a forest; O Karna, put an 
end to him. 





33. Not at all caring for the safety of 
others those chiefs, the principal wartiors 
of Dhartarastra army, are melting away, 
being afraid to face Arjuna. < 


34. O mighty warrior, O Suta’s son, 
you are the only man in this field who can 
bring relief and assurance into the hearts 
of flying chiefs. 

À ` 

35- Asin a tempest the drowning sailor 
look forward anxiously for an island for 
their protection, so the whole Kaurava army 
is looking up to you, O foremost of men, as 
their saviour. 


36—37. O son of Radha, you have 
worsted in battle the unconquerable Vaide- 
has, Amvasthas, Kamvojas, Nagnajits 
and the Gandharas, now with the same 
energy, and putting forth your best exertion 
and prowess, O mighty armed one, like a 
man, do you proceed onward and attack 
the son of Pandu, as also against Vasu- 
deva, the descendant of Vrishni, and who 
is always adored by the crowned Arjuna.” 


Karna said :— 

38. “O strong-armed Shalya, you are 
no longer afraid of Dhananjaya and seem to 
be in good humour, and as such you are 
agreeable to me. 


39- You will witness to-day the tuition I 
have received in the tacticsand stragems of 
war also the strength of my arms, truly you 
can well count upon the extermination of this 
vast Pandava troops by me alone, as well 
upon the destruction of those two foremost 
of men,—the two [rishnas. 


4o—41. lam determined not to return 
from the battle-field without putting an 
end to those two mighty warriors, or 1 would 
be done to death by them.—There are 
chances in warfare, and victory is always 
uncertain, however, whether I bill them or 
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they kill me, I will stand true to my 
purpose.” ` 


Salya said :— 

42. "O Karna, this (Arjuna) the best of 
warriors even when alone, is considered 
tobe unconquerable by all the warriors, 
and now when he is protected by Krishna 
it is really a venture to try to face and de- 
feat him.” 


Karna said :— 


43. "Yes, itis told that he (Arjuna), is 
the foremost of all the car-warriors that 
was ever born in this earth, now witness 
my prowess, for I will fight this Partha put 
who is so mighty. 


44. Perhaps this son of the Kuru king 
(Arjuna), who is being borne by white steeds 
will send me this day to my last account, 
but there will be an end of all these with 
my fall. 


. 45. This prince is possessed of strong 
powerful arms that are never exhausted, 
and do neither sweat nor shake, and are 
marked with cicatrices, he is light-handed 
and well-skilled in the use of weapons, and, 
in truth, the son of Pandu is the foremost of 
all warriors. 


46. At a time he can take a number of 
shafts and can shoot them like one, and 
quickly placing on the bow-string he can 
even send them to the distance of two 
miles, always hitting his mark; and who is 
there to match him in all the world. 


47. That energetic and great warrior 
Savyasachin, the son of Pandu, with Krishna 
to back him, after satisfying the deity 
Agini in Khandava, received as a presen 
his bow Gandiva, and the noble Krishna, 
his discus. 


48. That strong-armed man with never- 
failing prowess, on the same occasion 
received from the god of fire his formid- 
able car with those white steeds yoked on 
them and which rolls on with great rattle 
as also his two fine celestial and inexhaus- 
tible quivers, and many other celestial 
weapons. 


49. He, after destroying numberl 
Daityas and the KAREA the Bone 
nion of Indra, received the Dev-Datta 
conch ; there is no mightier man than he 
in all the world. 


50. High-spirited as heis,after satisfyi 
Mahadeva in banie he received ihe eine 
terrible weapon Pashuput,—powerfyl 
to annihilate the three mae Snough 


51. When he—that first amon 
terminated all the Kalakhanja Asums, na 
received from the different regents SE 


world many weapons of unfathomable 
power with which he slew them. 


2. Then inthe chief city of King Virata 
he, all alone on a single chariot, discomfited 
all of us, and forcibly took away the wealth 
of kine and the garments of all the great 


warriors before their very face. 


53. O Shalya, I must be the most coura- 
geous man in all the world to challenge in 
battle that foremost of men of the royal 
race, that hero who possesses such might and 
qualities, and more so, as he is seconded by 
him of the Vrishni's race (Krishna). 


54—55. Besides that, the noble and un- 
rivalled Vasudeva,—who is always victori- 
ous, who is the Narayana himself, who is 
the Vishnu decked with conch, discus and 
mace, and whose qualities cannot well be 
sung by all the worlds even in numberless 
years,—is protecting him (Arjuna). Be- 
holding the two Krishnas in one chariot, I 
am at once led by misgivings and courage. 


56. Partha is the best of all archers, and 
Narayan with his discus is invincible, even 
it may be possible for one to shake off the 
mountain Himalaya from its. place, but 
never can this ssn of Pandu and Vasudeva 
be shaken. 


57- Who but myself, O ‘Shalya, would 
dare face this Phalguna and Vasudeva in 
battle, for both of themare athletic, firm- 
handed, skilfulin war, and mighty car-war- 
riors. 

58. O king of Madras, to-day my earn- 
est desire is to fight out this son of Pandu, 
and that will be achieved soon, and that 
most beautiful and extraordinary fight, 
the like of which has never been seen 
before, will occur very shortly. To-day they 
will either put an end to iy life or I will 
send them to their last account.” 


59—60. Speaking the aforesaid words to 
Shalya, Karna, the smiter of his enemies, in 
that battle gave utterance to loud roars re- 
sembling those of the clouds, and advanced 
towards your son (Duryodhana), the first of 
the Kurus, who respectfully saluted him, and 
spoke the following words to him, and to the 
strong-armed Kripa, and to Bhoja Chief 
Kritavarman, to preceptor Drona’s son and 
his younger brother, and to the king of 
Gandhar and his son, and to all elephant- 
riders, horsemen and infantry :— 


61. “O kings, do youplease push on to- 
wards Krishna and Nanna AN shut them 
up from all sides, when they feel tired and 
exhausted from fighting with you I shall be 
able to despatch them off quite easily.” 


62. “Let it be so,” said the 

I y, and accord- 
gly those mighty warriors, determined to 
put an end te Arjuna’s life all rushed to- 


in 
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wards Dhananjaya and at i i 
anjaya a tack 
numberless shafts. aAa 


63. As the ri 

63., vers and streams course 
mightily onward, but loose their forces and 
melt in the bosom of the unfathomable deep, 


so all those warriors i 
k were receive i 
great Arjuna. i bros 


64. Such was the lightness of Arjuna's 
hands that it was impossible for his ene- 
mies to mark how he was putting his 
shafts on the string and how he was shoot- 
inig them out, only horses, men and elephants 
went down all the time in heaps, struck 
dead with Arjuna’s shots. 


65. As persons with sore eyes cannot 
look up towards the sun so Jaya (Arjuna) 
whose arrows were brilliant like the rays of 
the all-burning sun at the end of Yuga, and 
whose bow Gandiva formed his circular disk, 
could not be looked at by the Kauravas. 


66. Smiling and stretching his bow Gan- 
diva to the fullest extent he sent out number- 
less arrows from it, destroying all the power- 
ful weapons sent against him by the great 
car-warriors, and hitting them at the same 
time. j 


67. O lord of the universe, Arjuna, 
thwarting the weapons of his enemies sped 
numberless arrows which destroyed many 
of your army like the powerful sun during 
the months of Faistia and Asharh draw- 
ing up great quantities of water (from the 
earth). 

68. As the clouds pour down heavy 
showers upon mountain, so did your son, 
Kripa, the king of the Bhojas, and that 
powerful son of Drona rushed on and began 
to pour down arrows upon him like rains. 


69. Thus attacked, the son of Pandu very 
quickly cut off, all the weapons sent against 
him by all those skilful and mighty car-war- 
riors, and struck three arrows at the breast 


of each of them. 


o. As the sun, in the months of Faistha 
and Ashara, shines brilliantly in the nridst of 
his corona, so Arjuna, scorching his enemies, 
shone out in great relief, the full drawn 
Gandiva forming his corona, and his shafts 
forming his rays. 

t. Drona’s son (Aswathama) coming 
forward shot ten choicest arrows against 
Dhananjaya, three against Krishna, fouc 
against the four horses, and many other 
good arrows against the great ape 10 
charge of his standard. 


72. In spite of these, Dhananjaya made 
Drona’s son carless by cutting off the out- 
streched bow of his foe with three shafts, 
killing his driver with a razor like shaft, 
and making away with his banner with 
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th ee, and his four s wi 
ur hors / 
hafts. : e vith four other 


73. He (Aswathama), bein real 
angry, took up a splendid bow OE ETA 
with gold, diamonds and other precious 
stones, which looked like the body of the 
mone Yakshaka or a great mountainous 

ake. 


74. He then throwing down other wea- 
pons on the earth and putting string to 
the bow from an adjacent place began to 
distress and strike those two best of men, 
who were unconquerable, with various 
arrows. 


75. Your son Duryodhana, Kripa and 
the Bhoj King, and other great warriors, 
who were leading the field, atlacked that 
mightiest of the Pandavas shooting showers 
of shafts against him, and he looked like 
the sun (who drives away darkness) sur- 
rounded by clouds on all sides. 


76. As in days of yore Indra with 
his thunder destroyed the horses and car 
of Valiraj (Asura), so Partha, powerful as 
the thousand-armed (Kartavirya) with 
various shafts distressed Kripa’s driver 
and his horses, and cut off his bow and 
arrows as also his banner on his chariot. 


77. As Kiritin had distressed Ganga’s 
son Bhisma before, so Kripa was now dis- 
tressed in that great fight with innumberable 
shots after striking off his standard and 
weapons. 


78. Then the banner and bow of your 
brave and roaring son was struck 0! 
by the mighty Partha, who next cut off the 
standard and steeds of Kritavarman. 


Asa mighty river washes: away an 
embankment, so the ranks of your great 
army was broken to hundred different por- 
tions by him (Partha), who destroyed in no 
time many elephants, steeds, cars, drivers 
and weapons of his enemies’ army. 


80-—81. Then Keshava, leaving the dis- 
tressed enemies on the right side, drove the 
chariot onward, and Dhananjaya when going 

uickly like Satamanyu (Indra) at the time 
of killing Vritra was followed by other great 
warriors with lofty banners and excellent 
chariots all desirous of gaining a name in 
battle. 

82. Then the great car-warriors Shikhan- 
din, Satyaki, and the twin brothers, with 
fearful roars advanced towards Dhananjaya 
and obstructed the hostile troops, striking 
them with sharp shafts. 

83. Like the Devas (celestials) and the 
Asuras in the old days, the Kuru warriors 
and the Srinjayas, coming wrathfully in 
contact with each other, went on killing one 
another with powerful and straight shafts. 
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84—85. Then all anxious th gain victory or 
to’go to heaven by dying in the battle- field, 
the elephant riders, car-warriors and horse- 
men withleonine-roars struck each other with 
well-armed blows. In fact, those brave and 
picked warriors sent out such hosts of shots 
against one another that the light of the 
snn became almost indistinct, and the very 
atmosphere was filled with darnkess. 


— 


CHAPTER I.XXX. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA),—Contd. 


Sanjaya aaid :— 

1—2. O monarch, Dhananjaya, seeing, 
Bhima almost sinking under the pres- 
sure of the attack of many of great 
Kaurava warriors, left aside the son of 
Suta and his division, O Bharata, and went 
to the rescue of his brother, and sent many 
warriors of the hostile army to Pluto's 
region. 


3. His showers of shafts fell dividedly, 
some covered the skies, while others killed 
your army. 


4. Oking, Dhananjaya, filling tle sky 
(which is the place for birds to play) with 
his arrows, seemed at that time the very 
destroyer of Kurus. 


5. He with his long flat-pointed shafts 
and various other brilliant weapons, and keen 
like razor, began to cut off bodies and heads 
of enemies. 


6. Warriors dead and dying, trunks 
without heads, lopped off portions of human 
bodies deprived of armour, covered the 

_ battle-field. 


7—8. O monarch, heaps of unshapely 
and mangled bodies of elephants and horses, 
cut off by Dhananjaya with hisweapons in 
different ways, and broken cars “made the 
field look ghastly and awful, and -the 
way uneven and impassable, resembling the 
great river Vaitarini. 


g. It was also strewn with cars, some 
without horses, and some with horses 
yoked on them, and some with drivers and 
some without drivers, as also with broken 
axles, wheels and arrows, 


10—11. Four hundred fearful and highly 
trained elephants ridden by wrathful warriors 
enveloped in golden coloured armors and 
decked with golden ornaments, urged by 
the pressure of the heels and toes of their 
guides,—who were also powerful, filled with 
rage, and cruel,—came forward, and was 
struck down by the chosen weapons: of 
Kiritin or the diadem-decked Arjuna, and fell 


down resembling great mountain tops in- 
habited by living beings when loosened. 


13. Dhananjaya covered the earth by 
killing many great and choice elephants by 
his shafts. 


13. Heaps of carcasses of elephants 
with greasy matter oozing out of them looked 
like clouds, and as the sun stands out in 
relief dispersing the clouds, so Dhbanan- 
jaya’s car passed through these masses of 
dead elephants. 


14. Phalguna made a great havoc, 
and the path Was covered with dead horses, 
men, elephants, and with many broken 
chariots, as also with dead! bodies of warriors 
divested of their coats of mail, instruments 
of war and other weapons, and the place was 
also strewn.over with various srots of wea- 
pons loosened from the clutches that held 
them. 


15. The awful sound made by his out- 
stretched Gandiva was like the clash of 
thunder amidst the gloomy clouds. 


16. As in a hurricane a great vessel 
is wrecked to pieces by the tossing of the 
sea,.so your army was broken, and it suffered 
badly from Dhananjaya’s shots. 


17. Lots of deadly, burning and meteor- 
like shots, coming like thunderbolts out of 


the Gandiva, began to burn down your 
troops. 


18. As on a night, a blazing forest of 
bamboos burns on a great mountain, so 


your great army louked ablaze under fire 
from (Arjuna’s) shots. 


19. Your troops, being thus hard 
pressed, burnt and distressed, and killed 


by Kiritin’s (Arjuna’s) arrows began to fly 
in all directions. 


20. Asin a great forest, herds of deer 
being afraid fly wildly in all directions when 
it catches fire, verily such became the fate 


of the Kauravas when they were burnt to 
death by Savyasachin. 


21. Leaving the strong-armed Bhima- 


sena. the distressed Kaurava troops retreat- 
ed from the field. 


se Thus breaking down the Kuru army 
the uncorquerable Vibhatsu then approach- 
ed Bhimasena and rested there for a while. 


23. Phalguna then receiving Bhima’s 
Caress and consulting him for a while, 
informed him that the arrows with which 
Yudhisthira was afflicted have been drawn 
out of his body, and that he is keeping well. 
24. O Bharata, 
permission, Dhananj 
towards his enemies, 
sky ring back with 
cac-wheels, 


then taking Bhima’s 
aya again advanced 
making the earth and 
the rattling noise of his 
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‘when their virtues wear off, so those war- 
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25. Then your ten sons, who were born 
after Dushasana, all good warriors and 
brave hearted, surrounded Dhananjaya. 


26. O Bharata, they with drawn bows 
distressed Arjuna with firey arrows even as 
do the hunters an elephant and seemed 


to dance in the battle-field (with excite- 
ment). 


27. And the destroyer of (Asura 
Madhu, quite confident that Kiritin val 
soon send them to the region of Pluto, 


urged on the car, brought them all to the 
right side, 


28. Then seeing that Arjuna with his car 
was getting from them, they made a rush 
towards him. 


29. Then Partha soon struck off their 
banners, bows and horses and they fell 
down on the earth; then with some cre- 
scent-shaped arrows and with ten other 
shafts cut off their heads. 

30. Those heads with lips and eyes red 
with rage looked fair like a collection of 
lotuses. 

31. The destroyer of his enemies 
(Arjuna) thus sending ten gold mailed 
Kauravas to the other world with ten broad- 
headed, gold-winged and swift arrows 
proceeded enward, 


CHAPTER LXXXI. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA).—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. As the great ape-bannered Arjuna 
was advancing with swift horses, he was 
attacked by ninety brave car-warriors of the 
Kauravas. 

2. Taking sacred oaths those mighty 
warriors surrounded that foremost of men 
Arjuna. 

3. But those swift horses of Arjuna 
decked with gold and strings of pearls were 
directed by Krishna towards Karna’s car. 

4. As the destroyer of his enemies, 
Dhananjaya was advancing towards Karna’s 
car, he was followed by the ninety Samsap- 
taka car warriors who were pouring down 
arrows upon him. 

5. Then Arjuna, with sharp arrows, cut 
off their bows, banners and sent them all 
with their drivers to the other world. 


6. As Siddhas (pure souls) are obliged 
to have a fall from heaven with their cars, 


pM 
riors were all knocked down by Kiriti’s 
various weapons. 
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7. Then many Kauravas with their 
horses, elephants and cars boldly faced 
that foremost man of Kuru and Bharata 
races viz., Phalgooni. 


8. ‘Then many spirited men of your 
sons great army with numbers of horses 
and mighty and select elephants in front 
obstructed Dhananjaya's further progress. 


9. Then that descendant of the line of 
uru race was surrounded by many great 
archers of the Kaurava army who were 
throwing lances, swords, cutlasses, darts 


and maces and other weapons upon him and 
covered him. 


to. The son of Pandu with his own 
weapons baffled those hosts of arrows which 
covered the skies even as the sun shines 
out in its own splendour dispelling the 
darkness by the power of his rays. 


11. Then the son of Pandu was attacked 
on the side by thirteen hundred Mlecha 
troops on furious and unruly elephants. 


12. Partha on his chariot was distressed, 
by Nalikas, lances, darts spears, Kam- 
panas, barbed arrows and other sorts tiirown 
at him by them. 


13. Phalgooni cut off with his broad- 
edged and crescent-shaped sharp arrows all 
those hosts of excellent weapons, although 
some of them were thrown by elephants 
with their tusks. 


14. As the mountain is broken to pieces 
by thunder, so those elephants with their 
riders, and their standards were knocked 
dawn by various choice shafts (from 
Arjuna). 

15. Those mighty elephants adorned 
with golden necklaces, being distressed by 
gold-winged arrows, fell down dead. 


16. The twang of the Gandiva was 
prominent amid the loud shouts and dis- 
tressful noises of hosts of men, elephants 
and horses. 


17—18. O King, elephants and rider-less 
horses being hurt began to fly hither and 
thither, and numberless_cars without horses 
and rideres could be seen there changing 
their forms like smoke when rising into the 
sky resembling the city of Gandharvas. 

19. O monarch, many of your cavalry 
when Aying on all directions were struck 
down lifeless by Partha’s arrows. 

20. At that time Arjuna displayed the 
marvellous strength of his arms by destroy- 
ing in battle, alone and unaided, car-warriors 
horsemen and elephants. 

21—22. O foremost of the Bharata race, 
Bhimsena, seeing that Kiritin was thus 


troops, O king, left the few remnant of 


| surrounded by the three different kinds of 
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your car warriors and quickly came up to 
Arjuna’s car, 

23. Seeing Bhimsena advance towards 
his brother those distressed men that were 
left unslain took to their heels. 


24. Bhima of inexhaustible prowess, with 
mace in his hand, slaughtered in _that 
great battle the remnant of the mighty 
Kaurava cavalry that were left after the 
havoc made by Arjuna. 

25--26. O sire, Bhima by his fearful 
mace “which was deadly as the black 
night of death, which was capable of pulling 
down walls, gates of cities and houses, 
and whose food was, men, elephants and 
horses, slaughtered innumerable riders and 
horses. > 

27. The son of Pandu knocked down 
horses and men with black armour on, by 
his mace; they all came crumbling down 
with great noise. A 


+28. Covered with blood, with heads, 
bones and legs broken, they biting the earth 
J.e., (eating dust) became food for animals 
of prey. 

29. That mace, appeared with drinking 
blood, also eating flesh, bones and marrow 
and became terrible to look at like the black 
night of death. 


30—31. Bhima slaughtered ten thousand 
horse and numberless infantry and was run- 
ning to and fro in wrath, with mace in hand ; 
and your troops, O Bharata, seeing him: 
thought that the Pluto himself has come 
among them, armed with his death-dealing 
wand. 


32. The wrathful son of Pandu, who 
looked like an unruly elephant, himself 
forced his way with the elephant division 
(of his enemies) as a Makara takes his 
sweeping dive in the sea. 


Thus entering the army Bhima by 
the help of his mighty mace sent them all to 
the region of Pluto in no time. 


4—35- We could see the furious ele- 
phants cased in mail, with riders and ban- 
ners, tumbling down on all sides like so 
many winged mountains and the powerful 
Bhimsena thus exterminating the elephant 
division went back to his car and joined 
Arjuna’s rear. 


36. O king, your very army, abent 
to fly, being ‘thus slain and surrounded 
on all sides, with weapons, lost all energy, 
and being greatly confounded, was at their 
wit’s end as to what to do. 


37- Arjuna, seeing that host in that 
humble plight and so confounded, began to 
shower death-dealing shafts upon them. 


















38. Elephants, horses, cars and men 
being thus covered by arrows shot by the 
holder of Gandiva they looked tike the 
handsome adamva flower with the fila- 
ments of it. 

39. O monarch, thus hart by Arjuna’s 
arrows which were putting an end to ele- 
phants, car-warriors and horses, the Kau- 
rava troops gave vent to loud lamentations. 


4o. Your troops, panic-stricken, kept 
close to each other and were turning round 
from this side to that side like a wheel on 
fire. 


4t. The great fighting still went on 
between the Kurus and (Arjuna) and all 
the elephants, horses, cavalry and car- 
warriors were wounded f. e., (no body came 
out scatheless). 


42. Resembling a forest of blooming 
Asoka the troops, streaming with blood, 
with their armours broken, looked red as 
if they were ablaze with fire. 


43. Seeing Savyasachin (Arjuna) dis- 
play so much prowess, all the Kauravas 
despaired of Karna’s life. 


44. The Kauravas, beaten by Partha, 
the weilder of the Gandiva, not being able 
to bear the brunt of the battle, gave up 
fighting. 

45. Distressed to death by (Arjuna’s) 
shafts they all, leaving Karna, began to dis- 
perse themselves on all directions abusing 
the sen of Suta all the time. 


46. The Pandava warriors, with Bhim- 
sena at their head, were all very happy 
to see Partha follow the flying columns 
shooting many hundreds of arrows. 


47. As persons, drowning in the deep 
sea, find shelter in an island, so your sons, 
O king, went towards Karna’s car for 
their safety. 


48. © monarch, the Kauravas, all af- 
raid of the holder of theGandzva, like snakes 
whose stock of venom has exhausted, look- 
ed up to Karna for their safety. 


49—50. O great king, your sons, bein 

afraid of the noble casual Pandu, ata 
protection of the great warrior Karna, like 
the creature of the earth, responsible for 


their actions, take sh i 
elter 
fear of death. ol Eid 


51. Karna who was not at all afraid, 
rene them all bleeding and distressed by 
sl afts (of Arjuna) re-assured them and said, 

Do not fear, come to me.” 


52. And Karna, beholding that all the 
oops have been broken ing ae prowess of 

artha, stretched out his bow for the pur- 
pes: of killing his enemy. 
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foremost of Shinis addressed him, “consider 
yourself a dead man” and struck him with 
a deadly arrow. 


Having seen that the Kauravas 
have all fled from the battle-field, Karna | 
the best of warriors, drew a deep sigh, and 
thinking awhile determined to slay Partha. 8—9. But Shikandi du 
38—9. it Shikandi severed that arrow 
54. Then Vrisha—the son of Adirath, with three shafts, and with three others dis- 
drawing pis preat Ran aram rushed tos rds ga ae i iben i the wrathful son of 
anchalas before the ver iS i a with two razor-like shafts struck off the 
Savyasachin. y bows, arrows and banners of Shikhandi and 
with six other powerful arrows hit Skikhan- 
di himself and killed Dhristadumnya's son ; 
and the noble son of Adhiratha also struck 
Sutasoma with a very sliarp arrow. 


55. As the ciouds pour down heavy 
showers upon a mountain, so Karna was al- 
most immediately met by hosts of arrowS 
from many rulers of the earth whose eyes 
were blood-red with wrath. nie: O most powerful of monarchs, in 
7 that terrible fight loud lamentations were 

E E O ye of noble mind and best | heard as theson of Dhristadumnya fell down 
of living beings, when Karna—the son of | and Krishna, hearing that, addressed Partha 
Suta and protector of his friends, thus | and said, “Partha go and kill Karna for he 
desirous to serve his friends, sent thousands | is destroying the whole Panchala race.” 


of shafts which killed many of the Pan- 
chalas, cries, loud from woe, rose 11. Then in order to save the Panchalas 


among them. from the fear of that great car-warrior, 
Karna, he (Arjuna) advanced on his car 
— towards the chariot of the son of Adhi- 


CHAPTER LXXXII ratha with a smile in his lips. 
12. Then rubbing his palm on the bow- 


(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Contd. string with a very loud twang he stretched 
: Ela out the Gandiva and suddenly made the 
Sanjaya sald : Earth look dark by covering the sun with 


1. O monarch, after the Kurus had been | showers of arrows and also killed hosts of 
routed (by Arjuna) on whose car were atta- men wee and elephants, and destroyed 
ched white horses, Karna—the son of Suta, | many banners. 
like the high wind dispersing the clouds, 13. At that fearful moment, when 
went on slaughtering the Panchalas. Kiritin (the diadem-decked Arjuna) greatly 


i viti ‘va in his hands, bent 
i alka W I ought | excited, with the Gandéva in his hands, 
2. With An aire TE rae Droug almost to a circle, assailed his enemies the 


; iver a jaya from the car ae 
aon the drier of Janamejaya Fra MESS! | a vang of hs bow recoded rough 
Sutasoma covered them with broad-headed the skies, and the birds being afraid too 

: refuge in caves and mountains. 


arrows. i : : 
3. Then he, striking Dhristadyumna eee AE ae IE Ge 
with aia rons nee anstantly aes | rear, and both the princes fighting their 
Sonn nE ea ' killed ~ Vishoka—the | WaY m es TNE cars advanced fast 
towards Karna. 
Kaikeya prince. = ; s 
h the Kaikeya General Ugra- 15. In the meantime nine ee of Suta 
4: 0 We | Kaika ca epi: E had been fighting terribly: he repeatedly 
karman, seeing the ‘sal E aa and | thrashed the Somakas aud killed large 
CE ee or iow repeatediys begani| Su Cue ua ee hpetes and car- war- 
wa iors; overed the 
e ra b son Prasena with many. Ee, SaS p 
powerful shafts. z s l 16. Then Uttamaujas, Janamejaya, the 
Then Karna, paes coerce Is beatiful Vudhamanyu, shiltiandin and 
shafts, severed his head an 7 down ; Prishatha’s son Dhristadumnya all in a 
the body and like a Shala tree cut down | body fiercely attacked Karna with many 
| 








by an axe he (Ugrakarman) fell down iife- weapons and with loud roars. 
less from his car. : 
i i i i e objects of senses cannot ex- 
6. Then Prasena, as if dancing with excit- 17. As th j 


ini ‘i those 
i f Shini | tract the purity out of a holy man, so : 
ae ee eh at Se aos but | fve best Panchala warriors, though they 


(Satyaki) with many straig f | tried their utmost, could not shake Vaikar- 
was in return killed by the grandson ^l trict’ (Karna) from off his car. 
MUI . Š 
5 ; ence a AG 18. Karna, with his arrows very soon 
ae LS M dies O that | rending asunder their bows, arrows, duvets 
1 
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and banners and striking each of them with 
five arrows, gave vent to a loud shout that 
resembled the roar of a lion. 


19. When Karna was thus distressing 
his enemies with his bow and arrows in hand 
the whole world, with its mountains and 
trees, seemed to spilt into pieces by the 
loud twang of his bow, and people became 
afraid. 

20. The son of Adhiratha, with his large 
bow like that of Shakra fully drawn, went on 
throwing his arrows; indeed in that fight 
he looked brilliant like the sun with his 
firing rays in the midst of his corona. 


21. Snta’s son then struck Shikhandin 
with twelve keen shafts, Uttamaujas with 
six and Yudhamanyu, Janmenjaya and 
Dhristadyumna with three each. 


22. O respected king, as the objects of 
senses are conquered by a holy man of 
abstinence, so those five great warriors, over- 
powered by Suta’s son in that dreadful 
fizht, became confounded and inactive to 
the great delight of their enemy— 


23. As ship-wrecked merchants are saved 
from drowning in a deep-sea by means of 
other shins, so did the sons of Draupadi, with 
the help of their cars, save their maternal 
uncles from sinking under the pressure 


of IKarna’s weapons who resembled the 
sea. 


24. Then the most powerful of the 
Shinis (Satyaki) cnt off all the sharp arrows 
of Karna and struck him with many sharp 
arrows purely made of iron and your eldest 
son, Duryodhana, with eight. 


25. Then Kripa, the Bhoja king, your 
son and Karna himself assaulted Satyaki 
in return with many sharp arrows, but that 
best of Yadu's race fought with those four 
great warriors as did the king of Daityas 
with the regents of the four quarters. 


26, As in autumn the Sun shines brilli- 
antly in the sky, so with his outstretched 
bow, which was sounding loudly and send- 


ing forth arrows unrestrainedly, Satyaki 
became hard to face. 


27. As the Marnts helped Shakra (Indra) 
when he distressed his enemies, so the great 
Panchala car-warriors—the distressers of 
their enemies—all clothed in coats of mail 
collected togetlrer, getting back upon their 
cars and protected that greatest man of the 
line of Shini. 


28. Many elepliants, horses and men 
were then killed in that fight that took pisces 
bebveen vour enemies and your troops, and 
it raged as hot and fierce as was the great 
atthe which ensued between the Gods me 
the Asuras, in days of yore, 


I aay Al the infantry, car-warriors, ele- 
| phants and steeds distressed with varioug 
weapons, and struck by each other they 
began to move about sending forth dolorous 
cries of woe; some tumbled while others 
dropped down d. ad as they moved. 


ao. At that time your son Dushasana, 
the younger brother of the king, boldly going 
up to Bhimsena, shot hosts of shafts against 
him, and Vrikodata like a lion taking his 
leap upon a big Ruru (deer) swiftly made 
arush towards him. 

31. As in days of yore Shakra and 
Shamvara fight with each other, so did 
those two brave warriors, both panting for 
revenge, fight with each othe: making their 
very lives the wager of the fight. 

32. As two lustful elephants fight for a 
she-elephant with fatty secretions stream- 
ing down their bodies, so did they strike 
each other with powerful and piercing 
shafts. 


33. Then Vrikodara with two razor-like 
shafts struck off the banner and the bow 
and the arrows of your son, and with another 
winged arrow he hurt him on the forehead 
and with a fourth, he severed the head of 
his charioteer. 


34. Prince Mushasana, taking up another 
bow, hit Bhima with twelve arrows and 
taking hold of the reins of his horses rained 
upon Bhima hosts of shafts. 


35. Then Dushasana sent against Bhima 
an arrow worked with gold, diamond and 
other valuable gems, and brilliant as the 


sun’s rays, deadly and powerful as Indra’s 
thunder. 


36. Vrikodara being struck by that wea- 
pon with outstreched arms fell down on his 
car like one dead and powerless, but again 


regaining his senses he began to roar like 
a lion. 


CHAPTER LXXXIII. 
KARNA-BADHA PARVA.—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1. In that fight Prince Dushasana 
fought with great prowess and performed 
dificult feats; with a single arrow he sever- 


ed Bhimasena’s bow and struck his driver 
with six others. 


2. What noble and energetic warrior 
after performing these brave acts, first dis- 
tressed Bhima with nine shafts, and almost 


immediately again covered him with num- 
berless powerful shafts. 


3. The light-handed Bhimasena, being 
chraged at this, threw a fearful dart at your 

















KARNA 


son, but your noble son drawing 
its full length with ten sh 
awful dart 
like 


; his bow to 
; alts severed that 
as it was coming straivh i 

a burning brand. eee 


i 4. All the-warriors seeing him do this 
bold feat adored him and became very 
glad; your son again struck Bhima with 
another arrow which cut him deeply. 


5—6. Bhima then became very angry 
and kindling with wrath told your son, a 
have wounded me very soon; O brave war- 
rior, you have also distressed me now, bear 
the weight of my mace.” Now catching hold 
of his formidable mace for killing Dusha- 
sana he said “O Scoundrel, in this fight I 
will drink your heart's blood.” z 


7. Hearing these words your son threw 
a death-like dart at Bhima with all his 
might and Bhima fomenting in rage giving 
une to his fearful mace struck his enemy 
with it. 


8. Crushing Dushasana’s dart, that 
mace came down straight on your son and 


hit him on the head; in that fearful fight | 


when thus struck the prince, with his mace, 
resembled an unruly clepkant from whose 
body fatty sweat was flowing down. 


g. Struck down by that weapon Dusha- 
sana fell at a distance of ten bows from his 
car and when he reached the ground he was 
shaking all over from the shock of that 
weapon. 

1o. O monarch, all his ornaments, gar- 
lands and dresses were destroyed and torn, 
his horses slain, his car broken to pieces, 


and he himself knocked down and greatly | 


distressed under the pressure of that blow. 


11, Then in that great fight the energe- 


tic Bhima gradually remembered all the | 


sufferings they (the Pandavas} have under- 
gone at the hands of your eldest son. 


12. Omonarch, the mighty Bhima of 
extraordinary prowess, sect 
also remembered how he had 
Draupadi, by catching hold of her tresses 
and forcibly taking off her cloth, specially at 
a time when she should not have been 
touched by any male. 


‘The noble-minded Bhima also, re- 
various oppressions suffered 


iY ccasi shen 
by her on dilfereut other occasions W 
Ree lords (husbands) were obliged to tamh 
their faces and keep qutet, actually janes 
in fury like fire when helped with clarifie 
butter. 


14. Addressing 





13. 
membering the 


the great warriors, 


Karna, Suyodhana, Drona’s son Kaina and 
Kritavarman, said he, “ I will this day pu 
an end to the life of this miscreant Dusha- 
sana, defend him if you cane 
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15. Speaking tl ; i 
peaking these words the energetic 
and mighty Bhimasena all on a sudden 


Sprang forward with the i i i 
Die intention of slaying 


3 a As the furious lion pounces upon an 

ephant, so the exemplary hero Vrikodara, 
showing such prowess, in that battle attack- 
ed Dushasana before the very face of Karna 
and Suyodhana. 


: 17. He reached the earth leaping down 
rom his car, eagerly looked at his fallen 
enemy (Dushasana) for some time and pres- 
sing his throat with his foot, took up his keen 
sword and therewith tearing open his chest, 
drank his warm blood. 


18—19. O king, that strong-minded 
man in order to redeem his promise, threw 
down your son, and with the sword struck 
off his head and went on drinking his blood 
by sips with the greatest relish and looking 
at him spoke these words wrathfully. 


_ 20—21. ‘ The taste of my enemies’ blood 
is sweeter than my mother's milk or honey 
or butter or sweet wine or curd or the pure 
water or skimmed milk,and to me it is much 
more tasteful than all the other nectarine 
drinks of the world.” 


22 


very picture 


The highly wrathful Bhimasena, the 
of fierceness, seeing that 


| Dushasana no longer lives, with a smile 


said, ‘You are now rescued from my 
clutches, since you are dead ; what more can 
I do you.” 


23. O monarch, he, who then saw Bhima- 
sena who was glad at heart by drinking the 
blood of his enemy and was placing the 
battle-field giving vent to those words, 
actually fell down to the earth out of sheer 
fear. 

24. Others who were not thus struck 


down werealso so affected with fear that 
they lost hold of their weapons, and some 


Diaa | with half closed eyes looked fearfully to- 


insulted Devi | 


wards Bhimsena uttering meaningless 
ejaculations. 
25. Those men, who were at that time 


near Bhima and who saw him thus drin% 
Dushasana’s blood being overpowered with 
fear, fed on all directions saying to each 
other that he is no human being. 


26. He became so horrible to look at 
when drinking the blood that your troops 
with Chitrasena becoming afraid toox to 
their heels saying that he is surely a 
Rakshasa. (Monster). 

27. Then the Prince Yudh manyu gal- 
lantly pursuing the retreating Unitrasena 
struck him with seven sharp arrows succes- 
sively. 
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28. As a snake, when trodden upon, 
turns back with protruding tongue to pive 
out its venom so did Chitrasena, wheeling 
round, struck the Panchala prince with 
three arrows also hitting the driver with 
other six. 


29. Then that choicest of warriors Yu- 
dhamanyu, drawing his bow to the full 
extent, sent an arrow, from it, with beauti- 
ful wings and of very keen edge, and that 
struck off his head. 


30. Karna of unparalleled energy, seeing 
his brother Chitrasena dead, showed great 
prowess and began to disperse the Pandava 
troops but Nakula thereupon faced him. 


31. Bhimsena, then after thus killing 
the vengeful Dushasana and holding a full 
draught of his blood in his hands in the 
presence of those great and mighty warriors, 
loudly spoke the following words. 


32—33. ` "O you most miserable wretch, 
now | am drinking your heart’s blood” do 
you again joyfully defy us and say, “Beast, 
Beast” and also said, “O you who were 
very glad and danced at our misery and 
called us beasts,- we now fling back the 
words to your very teeth. 


34—37. You (Dushasana) were the root 
of all the mischief and sufferings we had 
to undergo; it is through the evil coun- 
sels of Duryodhana, Shakuni and the son 
of Radha we had to sleep at the house 
called the Pramankoti, and our food was 

joisoned ; we had to suffer from bites of 

lack snakes, we were going to be burnt 
down to ashes in the house of lac, we were 
robbed of our kingdom through gambling, 
and Draupadi was insulted and her beauti- 
ful hairs seized mercilessly; we were exiled 
in wilderness, we suffered both at home and 
at battle from strokes of weapons when 
living in Virata’s residence. 


38. We have never been happy but 
have undergone all these sufferings from 
the evil intentions of Dhritarashtra and his 
son.” 


39. ‘Thus speaking, O monarch, Vriko- 
dara, after gaining victory, addressed both 
Keshava and Arjuna. 


40o. And the’short-tempered Bhimasena, | 
who was all bleeding and was very red in 
the face and highly wrathful, spoke these 
words—“ You witness, O ye brave war- 
riors, that in batıle I have this day redeem- 
ed my pledge regarding Dushasana, 


41. Iwill very soon redeem my other 
promise by crushing the head of chee other 
brute the miscreant Duryodhana with my 
foot, #5 a sacrifice in this warfare, before 
all the Kautavas, and then I will kuow i 
peace.” 
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42. And the mighty Bhimasena uttering 
these juyiully with blood streaming through 
his body, began to shout loudly as 
thousand-eyed (Indra) after killing the 
(Asura) Vritra. 


CHAPTER LXXXIV. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—contd, 


Sanjaya said :— 


O monarch, after the death of Dushasana 
your ten sons, all great car.warriors, who 
never showed their backs in field, greatly 
energetic and revengeful, covered Bhima 
with their arrows. 


2—3. They were Nisangen, Kavachin, 
Pashin, Dundadhara, Dhanurograha, Alu- 
lupa, Saha, Shanda, Vatavega and Sub- 
uchasas ; and being greatly sorry on account 
of the death of their brother, they faced the 
strong armed Bhimasena and struck him 
with’ arrows. 


4. Being hemmed in on all sides by the 
arrows of those mighty car warriors, Bhima, 
with fiery and blood-red eyes, looked bril- 
liant as Pluto himself. 


5. O Bharata, Vrikodara, of the line of 
Pritha, then with ten gold-winged and flat 
edged shafts, sent those ten princes of the 
line of Bharata, whose wrists were adorned 


with gold bracelets, very quickly to the 
region of Pluto. 


6. After those ten brave warriors have 
fallen, your troops being afraid of the Pan- 


davas began to give way even in the pre-" 
sence of Karna himself. 


A O monarch, as human beings are 
afraid of death, so Karna seeing Bhima 
of great power became afraid of him. 


8. Then Shalya, the ornament of the 
battle-field, knowing from the very look of 
Karna what was vassing in his mind, ad- 
dressed that scorcher of his enemies with 
words befitting. 


- 9. “O son of Radha, do not be depress- 
ee jit is not fit for you; all the anes are 
ispersing themselves afraid of Bhimasena. 


ae: Duryodhana is confounded owing to 
y nnou gate of his brother and specially 
od has i 
hearted Bhima. auaina by toe, brave- 
Ia. 
brother: 
their r 


Kripa with others and the surviving 
s of the king, with painful hearts 
age depressed with sorrow, are all 


| seated round Duryodhana and taking care 


of him, 
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12, Those brave warriors, the P. 
who never miss their aim, 
ward to meet you in fight. 


13. O foremost of 
and remembering 


‘andavas 
are coming for- 


el ih ei these reasons 
) e duties of the Ksha- 
triyas you should put forth all your energies 
and march against Dhananjaya. 


14. O you strong-armed warrior, t 
whole responsibility of this war has ‘ten 


exert yourself and bear that burden to th 
best of your ability. i 


15., There is great glory in victory, and 
even in defeat Heaven is certain. 


16. O son of Radha, your son Vrisasena, 
beholding that you are at your wit’s end, 
is advancing towards the Pandavas with 
great wrath.” 


17. Thus addressed by Shalya of unfa- 
thomable prowess, Karna reflecting came to 
the conclusion that there is no other alter- 
native but to fight the battle out. 


18, Then Vrisasena, all wrathful, with 
his cav advanced against that son of Pandu 
vis., Vrikodara who was destroying your 
army and with his mace was looking like 
Pluto himseif with his death-dealing 

sceptre. 


19. As (in days of yore) the victori- 
ous Magavat joyfully ran to meet the 
(Asura) Jambha, so did Nakula, the bravest 
of warriors, with great anger rushed to- 
wards their enemy, Karna’s son. 





20. Then the mighty Nakula, with a 
razor-like arrow, rent asunder the gem-he- 
decked banner of his foe, and with another 
flat-faced shaft broke the gold-belted bow 
of Karna’s son. 

21. Karna’s son, master of many power- 
ful weapons, showing how he felt for the 
woeful fate of Dushasana promptly took 
up another bow and distressed the son of 
Pandu with many powerful and =a 





weapons. 
22. The noble Nakula, very much enrag- 
ed, struck his enemy with shots fiery as the 
burning wand, whereupon the skilful war- 
rior, Karna’s son, began to pour down celes- 
tial weapons upon Nakula. 
The son of Karna, out of rage from 
the hits of his enemy as also from the balit 
ancy and might of his own weapons, looks 
like the fire ablaze when helped with clarifie 


23. 





butter. ate 
son wi 
24. O monarch, Karna’s s¢ i 
i lled the white and goo 
fine shots, indeed kille kite andaan 


i hargers of Nakula, 5 
E reed and were adorned with 


fittings of gold. 


| 
puton you by the son of Dhritarashtra; | b 
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i 25. Nakula then got down from his 
torseless chariot, and taking up a shield 
that was studded with golden moons and a 
sky colored sword jumping now and then 
looked like a sprightly bird. 


. 26. In the ceremony of horse-sacrifice as 
it is the duty of the killer to cut down many 
animals, so Nakula, with that sword in 
hand bounding in the air, struck down many 
rave men, horses and elephants, 


.27. Nakula, wishing to attain victory, 
single-handed in no time knocked down two 
thousand well disciplined, and well-paid 
warriors, collected from different countries 
who were of sure aim, who were always 
glad to fight and whose bodies were bes- 
meared with fine sandal paste. 


28. Then Karna’s son all of a sudden, 
rushed against the advancing Nakula and 
distressed him with hosts of sharp shafts 
from all sides in order to put an end to 
him. 

29. Nakula distressed with arrows (from 
Vrishasena), in return, also struck his ene- 
my, and Vrishasena being thus struck by 
Nakula became very angry but the noble 
Nakula being protected by his brother 
Bhimasena at that time in that hard fight 
performed prodigies of valor. 


30. Then the son of Karna angry at 
heart, with eighteen arrows, struck the 
brave Nakula with whom fighting was like 
play and who was destroying single-hand- 
ed the bravest warriors, chargers and 
elephants. 

1. O monarch, being greatly distressed 
by Vrishasena in that encounter, Pandu’'s 
son Nakula, the best of men and of great 
energy then rushed on for the purpose of 
killing Karna’s son. 

32. Vrishasena began raining hosts 
of sharp arrows upon the mighty Nakula 
as he advanced straight like a hawk poun- 
cing npon a lump of meat with its wings 
spread. 

33. After thwarting the hosts of arrowy 
of his foe, Nakula went on making mans 
beautiful evolutions in the air, but Karna's 
son, © monarch, in that fierce encounter, 
with his powerful shafts cut off his shield 
studded with a thousand stars. 


34—35. Then as Nakula was careering 
with his drawn sword, of good steel, well 
polished and very sharp and strong enough 
to bear great weight and to lop off bodies 
of all sorts of enemies, and deadly as snake 
Vrisasena in a short time cut off that sword 
with six razor-like shafts and also hurt his 
enemy in the centre of the chest with airows 


well tempered and keen-edged. 
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36. Having thus performed deeds ac- 
cording to the usage of the ancients, which 
would have been difficult for others to do, 
the noble-minded Nakula, endued with 
great activity, advanced, O monarch, to- 
wards the car of Bhimasena, distressed with 
those shafts. 


37. The son of Madri, becoming horse- 
less and being thus distressed by Karna’s 
son, in the presence of Dhananjaya bound- 
ed upon the car of Bhimasena resembling 
a lion leaping on the summit of a mountain. 

38. ‘Then that noble-minded and brave 
warrior Vrisasena, excited with rage, 
began to rain hosts of arrows upon those 
two powerful car-warriors seated on the 
same car with the purpose of distressing 
those two sons of Pandu at the same time. 


After the car of the son of Pandu 
had been broken and his sword quickly cut 
off, the son of the Wind-god (Bhimasena) 
told Phalguna (Arjuna) “see how Nakula is 
being distressed by the son of Karna; he 
has even the audacity to attack us, do you 
proceed against him.” 


` . . 

4o. The fierċe warrior Dhananjaya, 
whose head was adorned with diadem, on 
hearing these words, riding up to Vriko- 
dara's car, drove straight on his great ape- 
bannered car and with Keshavaas its driver 
towards Brisasena. 


CHAPTER LXXXV. 
KARNA-BADH PARVA.—Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 


1—2. Then those eleven mighty scorchers 
of enemies, namely the five brave sons of 
Drupada, the grandson of Shini (Satyaki), 
and the five sons of Draupadi, learning that 
Nakula had been made carless and greatly 
distressed, and wounded with the shafts and 
other weapons of the son of Karna, his 
sword and bow broken, advanced on their 
rattling cars with standards floating in the 
air and pulled by jumping horses driven by 
skilful drivers, Those well-armed heroes 
with shafts deadly as snakes went on killing 
your elephants, chariots and men. 


3. Then your leading car-warriors, vis. 
Hridaka’s son, Kripa,  Drona’s con 
Shakuni’s son, Vrika, Krathadeva ‘and 
Abridha immediately advanced against 
them with their bows on cars, the wheels 
of which were rattling loudly like the roars 
of elephants or the boom of the clouds. 


4. O monarch, the Kaurava warri 

c Warri 
thus attacking those eleven best of ae 
watriors and choicest of men, checked their 
course with most powerful shafts, but the 





























Kulindas mounted on elephants of great 
Sini and looking like mountain cliffs and 
resembling in color 
clouds, rushed against the Kaurava war. 
riors, 


newly gathered 


5. Those unruly and proud elephants of 


the Hin.layan breed, adorned with networks 
of gold and mounted by skilful warriors, 
eager to show their prowess in battle, look- 
ed beautiful like the clouds in the sky with 
lightning flashing upon them. 


6. Then the Prince of the Kulindas with 


ten arrows made entirely of steel, bravely 
attacked Kripa but being struck in return 
by arrows of Sharadwat’s son the prince 
with his elephant fell down on the earth. 


7. The younger brother of that prince 


attacked Kripa’s car with spears made of 
steel and shining like the rays of the sun, 
and began to shout loudly, and while so 
careering his head was severed by the king 
of Gandhara. 


8. Those powerful car-warriors of our 


army being glad at the fall of the Kulindas 
blew their sea conchs and with bows in 
hand attacked their enemies. 


9. The battle which followed between the 


Kurus on one side and the Pandus and the 
Srinjayas on the other with shafts cutlasses, 
darts, swords and maces and battle axes 
became awful aud hard, and many steeds, 
men and elephants were killed. 





CHAPTER LXXXVI. 
KARNA-BADHA PARVA.—Contd. 
Sanjaya said :— 


1. Vasudeva the foremost of men 
beholding the great bodied Karna whom 
the gods could not advancing with roars 


like the swelling ocean said to Arjuna with 
a smile. 


2. There comes the chariot (of Karna) 
HD grey steeds and Calya its driver, with 
ie intention of meeting you in battle s 
. . G So 
wait with calmness. 2 


; hate O son of Pandu, look how beanti- 
ully the car of Karna is adorned; the son 
of Radha is on it and it has four beautiful 
grey horses and it is also decked with vari- 
ous sorts of banners and net work of bells 
and how it is being borne as if in the skies 
by their pale horses. 


_ 5, Look the high souled Karna’s banner 
is like clouds and resembles the bow 


í oie 
Aea mandal (Indra) which divides the sky 


— N 
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6. See how Karna sends hosts of arrows 
like clouds pouring down rain as he is ad- 


vancing to fulfll the intention of Dhrita- 
rastra’s son. : 


7. ‘the king of Madra (Calya) is seated 
on the front of the car f 


horses of the powerful Radha’s son, 


8—9. Hear, O son of Pandu, the noise 
of their tumtums and the shrill note of their 
conchs and lion-like roars that are comin 
from all directions. Karna, of unfathomable 
prowess, has drawn his bow and its loud 
twang can be heard above all other sounds, 


10. As ina forest a wrathful lion scares 
away herd of deers so the mighty Panchala 
warriors are melting (before Karna). 


11. Osonof Kunti, you are the only 
person who would venture to bear the brunt 
of his weapons, so you'should take all possi- 
ble measures to kill him, 


12, 
to conquer in battle all the three worlds to- 
gether with its mobile and immobile crea- 
tions and the gods and Gandharvas. 


13. Nothing need be told about fighting; 
men cannot look towards the great god the 
three eyed and terrible Sarva, also called 
the Kaparddin. 


14. You have satisfied in battle that 
god of pods the Siva, deity Sthanu, the 
creator of the happiness of all creatures. 


15. O Partha, as Indra slew Namuchi 
so you will, O, you of powerful arms, 
by the kindness of the great god who 
is armed with trident, 
victorious; and may it farewell with you. 


16. Arjuna said, O Krishna, you are 


the destroyer of Madhu and master of all | 
creation; and as you are kind to me my | 


victory in this battle is sure. 

17, O \ 
urge on the horses and advance with my 
car. Phagoon will kill Karna. 

18. O Govinda, today either I will slay 
Karna and hack him to pieces with my 
weapans or he will see me killed by his 
arrows. 

19. You will soon witness the fight that 
will bewilder the three worlds and it will 
be spoken of till the world ends. 

20. Thus speaking to Krishna g 
inexhaustible energy, Partha advance 
towards Karna like one elephant against 
another. 

at. Partha of great prowess again as 
Krishna who was the scorcher of foes 


Ra $ : ie 
Hrishikesa, time flies, so spur on 
steeds ;”’ and thus requested Kecava lashed 


the horses which were swift as the mind. 


22 


told 


I know well that you are capable | 


kill Karna and be | 


Htishikesa, a mighty warrior, | 


; of Pandu Ke 
and guiding the | 





[i 





= $47 


21—22. 
told Krishn 
Hrishikesh 
and being 


Partha of great prowess again 
a, the scorcher of his foes “O 
a, time flies spur on the horses ;” 
thus addressed by the noble son 
eae cava who wishes him victory 
ashed the steeds which were swift as 
the mind and very “quickly brought the car 
of Pandu's son before Karna’s chariot. 





CHAPTER LXXXVII. 


(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Gontd. 
Sanjaya said:— 

I—2. Seeing his son Brisasena thus 
killed the energetic Karna shed tears with 
grief and wrath, his eyes red as copper 


and advanced to meet his enemy having 
defied Dhananjaya in fight. 


_3. Then those two cars covered with 
tiger skins and shinning with lustre looked 
like two suns facing cach other, 


4. Those scorchers of their enemies, the 
mighty warriors, with white steeds attached: 
to their cars, looked like the sun and moon 
of the skies in brilliancy. 

5. When those two warriors, like Indra 
and the Vali (son of Birachan) prepared for 
fight as if to conquer the three worlds, all 
the creatures were struck with wonder. 


6—7. All the rulers of earth were filled 


$ with admiration as those two warriors faced 


each other with their car wheels rattling 
their bows twanging and their arrows flying, 
with whizz, Partha with his ape banner 
flying and Karna with his banner marked 
with an elephant and roaring like a lion. 

8. O Bharata, all the kings began to 
give vent to lion-like roars (with excitement) 
seeing those two car warriors engaged with 
each other and praised them greatly, 


g. ‘Thousands of fighters, sceing them 
thus engaged in duel fight, began to sound 
their arm-pits with the palm of their hands 
and shook their garments (in excitement. 

to. The Kauravas struck up their mar- 
tial music and sounded their,conchs to excite 
and please Karna. 

11. The Pandavas also for rousing Dha- 
nanjaya caused all the sides to resound with 
the sound of their drums and conchis. 

12. Inthat contest between Karna and 
Arjuna fearful noise arose on account of the 
shouts and lion-like roars of warriors and 
for the striking of their palms over theic 


arm-pits. 
13. All the persons gazed eagerly on 
those two best of car wittiois and mest 
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powerful of men as they faced each other 
adorned with arrows and darts. 


14. Both of them were cased in armours 
and had swords hanging in their belts : 
they ‘had grey steeds yoked to thei: cars and 
both of them had beautiful conchs ; both of 
them were mighty car warriors, one had 
Calya for his driver, the other had Krishna. 


15. Both had long arms and necks 
powerful like that of the lion; their eyes 
looked red with rage and they were cecked 
with golden garlands ; their bo vs seemed to 
send forth lightning flashes and they were 
possessed of choicest of weapons. 


16. They were being fanned with 
chowries and white umbrellas were held 
over their heads ; and they were masters of 
best arrows and lookod most beantilul. 


17. Both of them were like furions bulls; 
and they were both broad chested-and had 


short necks like lion and were exceedingly 
strong. 


18. O monarch, summoning each other 
to combat they precipitated upon one ano- 
ther like two powerful bulls m a cowshed 
with the intention of slaying one -another. 


19. Asthey fonght they resembled two 
furious elephants, or angry mountains, or 
the little snakes of deadly poison or Yama 
the destroyer of the creation. 


20. Romsed against each other tike 
Indra and Vritra (aswa) they resembled 
the sun and the moon in brillianey and 
lookec like two planets approaching each 


other in order to bring the world to its 
end. 


27. They were both handsome as the 
gods and were of godlike prowess having 
sprung from heavenly fathers. 


22. O king, your army were filled with 
delight seeing those two brave warriors of 
tiger-like ferocity engaged in battle, 

23. Beholding those foremost of men 
Karna and Dhananjaya erizaged in combat, 
it could not be said as to who would be vic- 
torious in the end. 


24. They were both skilful in war and 
possessed of select weapons, and they made 
the skres ring back with the noise of sound- 
ing their arın- pits. 

25. Bothof them were fam 
courage and stren 
like the (Asura) 
war. 


26. Both resembled Kartavirya or 
Dacaratha’s. son (Rama) in battle and 
looked like the god Vishnu himself-in prow- 
ess or Bhava himself, 2 


ous for their 
gth and they were skilfu} 
and the king of gods in 


27. In that fight, O Monarch, both of 


them had’white horses and select chariots 
and the best of drivers. 


28. ‘Those two warriors looked beautiful 
and brillant on their cars and they were 
admired by all the Siddhas and Charanas 
that were present. 


29. O best of Bharata race, the Dhartas 
rastras, without losing time, surrottnded the 
noble Karna, who was the best of wara 
riors. 


go. So Dhristadyumna, with all the 
Pandavas: surrounded the noble Partha 
matchless in war. 


gi. Your troops, O monarch, began to 
flight for Iarna and the Pandavas in favor 
of Partha. 


gz. The troops of both the sides were 
eager witnessess of that great Yama of 
battle and defeat and victory of either party 
depended on them (Karna and Arjuna). 


43. To decide the fate of the war they 
began that duel fight and our men and the 


Pandavas stood in front of the field to see 
that fight. 


34. O king, in that battle those two 
Lrave warriors well skilled in warfare, 
determined to kill each other. 


35. O master, they looked like two fear- 
ful comets when they engaged in that 
deadly fight. 

36. O most powerful of the Bharata race, 
the inhabitants of the skies differed in opi- 
nion and angry disputes were going on 
amongst them as to whether Karna or Ar- 
jena would be victorious and also the whole 
world wag uncertain as to the issue of that 
fight. 

37. The gods, Danavas, the Gandharvas, 


the Pichachas, the Nagas, the Rakshashas 
differed in their Opinions, 


38. The heavens with all the stars sided 


Karna and the earth backed Partha as 
mother wishes her son well, 


39 O foremost of men, all the mountains, 
rivers, seas, with trees, herbs and plants 
Were for crowned Arjuna, 


e snie of enemies, the Asuras, the 
d anas, the Guhyakas and ravens 
and other bird x i 


sS who roam the skies also fa- 
voured Arjuna, 


All the valuable jewels, the four 

Neder ne Mahabharata, tie Upavedas, 

e Upanishads with all their mysterious 

contents, the Vasuki and Chitrasena, the 

pa akaka the mountains 
€ endant cadru i 

children with: al a their 


the poisonous great snakes’ 
and Nagas were on Arjuna’s side, 
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43. Aryavarta with his child l 
cendants of Shuravi and Vakata Ri 


Bhojins all favoured Arjun 
snakes sided Karna. es 


44. The wolves and deer of the ild 
and other animals and birds of on 
all sided Partha. 20r god open 


45. The Vasus, the Maruts, the Siddh- 
vas,the Rudras, the Vicwadevas, the Acwins 
the Agni, the Soma and Indra, the Pavana 
and the ten sides were in favor of Dhanan- 


jaya but the Aditya sided Iarna. 


46. O monarch, the Vaicyas, the Cudras, 
the Sutas and other half caste people were 
in favor of Radha's son. 


47. The Pitris and the heavenly bodies 
with all their followers and staff, Yama 
and Vaicravam and Varuna were for Arju- 
na. The Brahmanas, Kshatriyas, the gifts 
(Dakshinas), the sacred sacrifices were in 
favor of Arjuna. - 


48. The Pretas, the Pichaches, animals 
and birds of prey, the Rakshasas, the sea 
monsters, the dogs and jackals were on 
Karna’s side. R 

49. The different sets of Rajarshis were 
for the son of Pandu. O Monarch, all the 
Gandtarvas with Tomvuru as their head 
were in Arjuna’s favor. 


50—51. The different tribes of Gan- 


dharvas and Apsaras and the descendants | 
and many sages | 
riding on wolves, deers, elephants, horses į 


of Pradha and Mauni 


and cars and others on foot or riding on 
the clouds and the wind came to see that 
combat betwen {tarna and Arjuna. 


52—53. ʻO monarth, the Gods, Danavas | 


Vakshas, Nagas, the birds, the learned 
Rishis well versed in the Vedas, the Pitris 

' who live upon Swadha, the Sciences and 
and asceticism and herbs of heavenly quali- 
ties all came and with great noise took their 
position in the sky. 

54. Brahma together with Bhava 
(Mahadeva) with all the Bramharishis and 
Monsters of creation driving in excellent 
cars also came to that place. 

55. As those two noble warriors en- 
gaged in fight Cakra (Indra) himself wish- 
ed that Arjuna might conquer, Karna and 
Surya wished that Karna might conquer 
Arjuna. as 

56. One said my son Karna will gain 
victory and the other said my son Arjuna 
will be victorious. ` a 

à s they of lion like-prowess dis- 
atda PE each other taking different 
sides. 


38: Seeing those two noble warriors face 
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each other in figt 
ght the Asuras { i 
anditheipods Ge. is ook one side 


59. The gods, the Rishi 

9.. s is and all the 
Creations of the three worlds beg 0 sha 
with fear seeing that fight, fishes 


eon All the Gods favoured Pattha and 
wn ARAS Karna and all the creations felt 
nterest either for the Panda i 
ava w 
orithe Kuru warrior foie of 


61. Seeing (Brahma) the master of 
creation who had no father (self born) all 
eae requested him to make the issue 
| of that fizht between those two foremost of 
| men to be equal. : 


62. The whole creation will b 
; 3 e destrayed 
if Karna and Arjuna continued this fight 
O, self born one; only speak the word that 
these two will be equally successful. 


63. Hearing this Maghavat respectfully 
nodding to the God of Gods the Grand Sire 
the August one of all sensible creatures 
said 

64. O sacred one, thou hast said before 
that the two Krishnas are sure to gain 


victory, be then pleased and let that be the 
case now, 


65. Hearing this Brahma ‘and Icana 
said to the king of the celestials the noble 
Vijaya (Arjuna) will surely gain victory. 

66. O Cakra, Savyasachin has pleased 
the eater cf sacrifices (Agni) in Khandava 
forest and also helped him when he came 
to Heavan, 


| 67. Karna takes part with the Danavas 
land he deserves to be defeated so the 
[intentions of the Gods will be fulfilled. 

68. O King of Heaven, one should 
always he careful about his business and as 
, the noble minded Phalgoon ts truthful and 
| virtuous undoubtedly he must always be the 
$ conquerer. 

69. O thou with hundred eyes, why 
will not he be victorious, who both pleased 
| the noble and sacred God who has the 
; bull marked on his banner 

jo. Partha has the master of the 
world Vishnu himself as his driver besides 
| he isa hero, is very powerful and is vir- 
| tuous at the same time. 
| 71. He is of active body, master of the 
| science of weapons and has all qualities ; 
i 
1 











and he should conquer because the Gods 
wish it to be so. 

72. By his great prowess Partha can 
overrule destiny itself whether it be in his 
favor or not; when he means he can destroy 
all creatures. 


73. When those two Krishnas are rous- 
ed, they care not for anything and those 
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two foremost of men are creators of real 
and unreal matters. 


74. They are the ancient and good 
Rishis Nara and Narayana; they have no 
fear and they are smiters of all enimies and 
can not be ruled by any one; they rule 
over all. 


75. Either in Heaven or earth there 
is none to equal them; they are above all 
the Heavenly Rishis and Charanas of the 
three worlds, 


76. All the Gods and creatures come 


after them; they are properly speaking the | 


main stay of the whole world. 


77—78. Let Karna, the son of Vikartan, 
who is foremost of men and who is a brave 
warrior, attain the best region and let 
him be like the Vasus or Maruts; let him 
be acored in heaven with Bhima and 
Drona, but let the two Krishnas be victo- 
rious. 


79. When those two greatest of Gods 
(Brahma and Icana) said so the God with 
thousand eyes respectfully bowed to their 
words and himself said to other creatures. 


80. You hear what the two Gods say 
for the good of the whole world and it must 


surely be so and not otherwise; so rest 
assured. 


81. O my lord; king, hearing Indra say 
these words all creatures admired and 
praised that deity. 


82. The inhabitants of heaven then 
sounded their horns and showered “many 
sorts of sweet scented flowers. 


83. And actually all the Gods, Danavas 
and Gandharvas waited anxiously to see 
that unrivalled duel between those two men 
of leonine prowess. 


84. O monarch, both the cars, ridden 
by Karna and Arjuna, had grey steeds 
attached to them and their wheels rattled 


loudly as they careered with beautiful 
banners on their tops. 


85. Many brave warriors came near 
Vasudeva and Arjuna and also near Calya 
and Karna and sounded their conchs. 


86. Then began that fight which 
struck terror into the hearts of cowards 
and like Sakra and Samvara the warriors 
rushed fiercely against each other. 


87. Like the planets Rahu and Ketu 
appearing in the sky at the time of the 
destruction of the whole world the banners 
of those two heroes looked very brilliant 
and beautiful. 


88. The elephant’s rope on Karna's 
standard which was very strong and 
decked with jewels and precious stones 
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resembled a poisonous snake and the bow 
of Indra in beauty (as it fluttered). 


89. The great ape of Partha, opening 
its fearful and broad jaws, struck terror in 
to the hearts of all and became difficult to 
look at like the sun. 


go—gt. The ape, on the! banner of 
Gandiva, being willing to fight all on a 
sudden, left his place, lept upon Karna’s 
banner like Gadura swooping down upon 
a snake and began to tear the elephant rope 
standard ficercely with its nails.and teeth, 


g2. The elephant's rope, which was 
strong as iron and adorned with strings 
of small bells, which resembled the fatal 
noose (of Yama), becoming wrathful pressed 
against the ape. 


93. Thus in that terrible duel between 
those two great warriors and which was 
the result of their match game in dice, 
their banners first fought with each other 
and the horses of the one neighed at the 
horses of the other. 


94. Keshava, whose eyes were like lotuses, 
looked towards Calya with piercing glances 
who returned them in the like manner. 


95. By his stern looks Vasudeva con- 
quered Salya and Dhananjaya the son of 


Kunti conquered Karna. 


96--97. Then Suta’s son with a smile 
asked Salya “O friend, tell me the truth 
what would you do if I am killed to day 
by Partha”; and Salya answered “ if thou 
art killed I myself will put an and to both 
Krishna and Dhananjaya”. 


98. The king of Madras again said 
“O Karna, if you are to day killed by this 


-grey-horsed Arjuna I alone on a single 


car will put both Madhava and Phalgoona’ 
to death.” 


99. Arjuna also asked Govinda the 
same question and Krishna spoke to Partha 
these words having deep meaning. 


too. O Dhananjaya, the sun mav come 
down and be displaced, the earth itself may 
be crushed with a thousand pieces, the ‘fire 


may become cold but Karna will never 
kill thee. 


Tor. But if it so happens you must 
know that revolution of the world is near 
and as for myself I will send both Salya 
and Karna to the Pluto’s den with my 
army. 

102. 


jee Arjuna, who was ape-bannered, 
earing 


eae these words smiled and told 
tishna whose ‘prowess was inexhaustible. 


5 to3—104. © Janarddana, Calya and 
arna both together is no match to me and 
today © Krishna, you will see how I des- 
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troy Karna with Calya, his banners, car, 
horses, his umbrella, his armour, his bows 


‘and arrows all together with my shafts in 


the battle. 


105. As the elephant, with his tusks, 
rends into pieces a tree in a forest so [ will 
this day crush him with armour, his car, 
horses, arrows and other weapons into 
atoms. 


106, O Madhava, the day of widow- 
hood for the wives of Radha’s son is very 
near and surely they must have dreamt of 
the coming evil last night. 


107—108. Surely you will today see 
Karna’s wives will become widows. I can- 


not check my rage when I think of evils | 


done to us by this (thoughtless) fool when 
Krishna was taken forcibly before the as- 
sembly and he used abusive language to 
us and laughed. 


1og.—As the furious elephant destroys a 
tree with all its blossoms and flowers in 
anger so O Govinda, I will knock him 
down today. 


110. Today after Karna isno more, O 
Slayer of Madhu, you will hear those pleas- 
ant words,—1.e.—By good fortune, O 
you of Vrishin’s race, you have conquered. 

111. Today you'shall be able to console 
the mother of Abhimanyu with a free con- 
science by pay back the debt of the enemies 
in their own coin and also joyfully soothe 
your maternal aunt Kunti. 

112. O Madhava, today you shall be able 
to comfort Krishna, on whose face drops 
of tears are always trickling down and to 
speak pleasant sweet words to King 
Yudhisthira the just. 


——— 


CHAPTER LXXXVIII. 


(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Coutd. 
Sanjaya said:— 


1. It was really a wonderful sight to see 
the skies covered with Gods, Nagas, 


} 
Asuras, Yakshas, and numbers of Gan- 


dharvas, Rakshashas, Apsaras, Royal and 
regenerate Rishis and birds of most beauti- 


ful plumage. 


2. All the human beings looked and | 


admired the scene in the sky which was 
filled with the echoes of songs, music, 
laughter, sacred hymns, dance and many 
other sorts of beautiful sounds. 


3. Then the warriors on both the Kau- 
rava and Pandava sides went on slaying 
each other's enemies making the world and 
the ten sides ring’ with their martial music, 
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notes of their conchs, loud houts and noise 
of their warfare. 


4. The field of battle became brilliant- 
ly red with blood and abounded with men, 
horses, elephants, cars and weapons and 
became difficult for the throwing of swords, 
maces, darts and other weapons and was 
filled with dead bodies and looked like the 
fight that in the old days took place be- 
tween the Gods and the Asuras. 


5. When Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s 
son had begun to defeat the warriors with 
their arrows, they, with keen shafts, almost 
covered all the sides. 


6. Darkness fell over the atmosphere, 
with the shafts shot at in that battle, and 
the warriors on either side could not see 
anything. And being afraid they took 
shelter of either of the car warriors (Karna 
or Arjuna) like streaks of light going 
towards the sun or the moon. 


7. The two brave warriors thwarted one 
another's weapons, like the East and West 
winds struggling with each other and looked 
brilliant like the sun or the moon after dis- 
pelling darkness. 


8. They assuring their troops with the 
words “dont give way” were surround- 
ed by their troops and their inimical 
forces like Vasava and Samvara by the 
Gods and the Asuras. 


g. O Bharata, those two foremost of 
men were welcomed by the beating of 
drums and other instruments and uttered 


| loud shouts and looked resplendant as the 


sun and the moon when surrounded by 
deep roaring clouds. 


10. Both of them were armed with 
fearful bows drawn to the fullest extent 
like circles which looked like coronas, shot 
thousands of shafts which were like rays. 


11. In war they could not be borne and 
looked like two powerful suns risen for des- 
troying the universe at the end of Yuga. 
Both unconquerable, both destroyers | of 
enemies and they were bent upon killing 
one other and showing great skil in war. 


12. Those two fighters namely Karna 
and the son of Pandu bravely assailed each 
other in that awful fight like Indra and 
Asura Jamba ; and invoking the help of 
most powerful weapons those two redoubt- 
able bowmen shot fearful arrows against 


each other. 


13. O Monarch, the two foremost of men 
however shot hosts of elephants, horses and 
men and also struck one another; and like 
the smaller animals when attacked by a 
lion the Kurus and Pandus together with 
their horses, elephants and car warriors fled 
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on all directions being assailed by those two 
best of men, 


14. Then the five great car warriors 
vis., Duryodhana, the King of Bhojas, 
Suvala’s son Kripa and the son of 
Saradwata attacked Dhananjaya and 
Keshava with deadly arrows. 


15—17. Dhananjaya with arrows cut 
off at once elephants, horses, the bows and 
quivers, the cars with their drivers of those 
fighters and struck every one of them with 
good arrows and Suta’s son with twelve 
shafts. Then one hundred chariots, one 
hundred elephants and Caka, Sukhara 
and Yavana Cavalry together with some 
best of Kamvoja warriors precipitated 
themsel¥es upon Arjuna inorder to slay 
him but he (Arjuna) very soon not only cut 
off with rozor-headed shafts all those 
weapons of his enemies but also their 
heads, their elephants, cars and horses. 
Dhananjaya l. :ocked down his enemies in 
battle. 


18. Then the good Gods sounded their 
heavenly drums in praise of Arjuna. 


19. Then heaps of sweet scented flowers 
fell upon Arjuna. O Monarch, the Gods, 
men and all the creatures were struck with 
wonder at seeing this. 


20. Only your son and Suta’s son, who 
were sorry in their minds, felt neither any 
joy nor admired the deed. ‘hen Drona’s 
son taking Duryodhana by the hands en- 
treatingly said to him. 


21. O Duryodhana, be pacified; youneed 
not prolong this quarrel; make peace with 
Pandavas; war is detestable. The preceptor 
(Drona) who was like Bramha and was 
master of most powerful weapons he and 
other foremost of men with Bhisma have 
been killed in this war. 


_22. I and my maternal uncle can not be 
Killed; and if I request Dhananjaya he 
will object to fighting and Janarddan also 
is averse to this quarrel, Reign asa joint 
monarch with the sons of Pandu over this 
kingdom far long. Š 


23. Yudhisthirajalways seeks the welfare 
of all creatures. Vrikodara and the twins 
(Nakul and Sahadeva) are always under 
Yudhisthira’s order; and if you make peace 
it would appear’ that you make it only fir 
the welfare of all parties. 

24. All the kings then will return to 
their respective homes and the troops will 
no longet fight with each other ; if you do 
not hear my advice you will have to repent 
hearafter when you will be crushed by 
your enemies. 


125. It will be hard for the 5 


l 
(Indra) or Yama or Pra prer of Vala 


chetas or the 
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famous king of Yakshas ta perform the 
heroic feats that have been done by crown- 
headed Arjuna single handed. You your- 
self and the whole world have seen that. 


26. Dhananjaya is possessed of immense 
qualities and will never disobey my words. 
He will be your ally #.e., respect you. O, 
Monarch, for the good of the world, be 
pacified. 


27. lam your sincere friend and you 


| always respect me, and it is for that reason 


that I am speaking these words to you; and 
if you make up your mind for peace, I shall 
dissuade Karna. 


28. The sages have said there are four 
kinds of friends, namely, those who are 
born friends, those that are made friends 
by good behavior, those that are made so 
by wealth and those that are made friends 
by power and you have all these advan- 
tages and connections with the Pandavas. 


29. O you most powerful, the Pandavas 
are your friends by nature and make them 
your permanent friends by making peace. 
O king of kings, you both agree and make 
peace. 


go. Duryodhana thought for a while 
when those words were spoken to him by 
his friends, and with sorrowful heart heav- 
ing a deep sigh, said “ O friend, you have 
said your say, now hear what I have got 
to speak to that. 


31—32. As the might of the storm is 
checked by the mountain of Meru so 
Arjuna wont ‘be able to cope with Karna 
in battle, and the sons of Pritha cannot 
possibly have aw confidence in me for the 


many acts of wilful enemity I have done 
to them. 


33. O you glorious man, O pre- 
ceptor’s son, it is not meet for you to 
disuade Karna from fighting, for Phalgoona 
is greatly tired to-day and Karna will kill 
him in no time. 

34. Saying these words humbly again 
and again to Drona’s son, your son com- 
manded his army, saying, “ Armed witk 
shafts proceed against the enemies and kill 
them; why are you standing inactive ?”” 


— 


CHAPTE LXXXIX. 


(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Contds 
Sanjaya said :— 


ae When the blare of conchs and sound 
a bugles became very high in the battle- 
pele those two, Suta’s son Vaikartana and 
juna mounted on white horses, closed 
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€ach other, O king, on account of th i 
Policy of your a ke 


2. Those two dreadful heroes Dhanan- 
jaya and Adhiratha’s son encountered each 
other like two Himalayan elephants with 


full-grown tusks, mz i 
iene » madly fighting for a she- 


5. Those two warriors, with bows twang- 
Ing loudly and sending forth hosts of 
shafts and the palms of their hands also 
Producing great sounds when shooting 
them and their car-wheels making rattling, 
encountered each other like the collision 


of two heavy masses of clouds or two 
mountains, » 


4. Those two great warriors fell upon 
and struck one another with many powerful 
Weapons resembling two mountains of 
towering height having many trees, herbs 
and creepers upon them and inhabited by 
various animals, rushing against each 
other. 


5. The fight between those two great 
warriors became so terrible that it resem- 
bled the war between the king of heaven 
and the son of Virvahana in the days of 
old—it was impossible for other persons 
to bear upin sucha fight and a river of 
blood flowed there, ghastly to look at; the 
limbs of both the warriors were badly cut 
in many places as also their drivers and 
horses, 


6. Those two cars, fitted with broad 
banners, when nearing each other, looked 
like two large lakes full of fishes and t or- 
toises, and many kinds of lotuses floating 


on its waters which was gently moved by | 
the wind and resounding with the sweet j 


voices of diverse kinds of birds. 


7. Both of them, mighty as the God 
Indra, assailed one another with weapons 
powerful as Indra’s thunder and fought 
also like Indra himself and (Asura) 
Vritra. 

8. Both the armies abounding in cars, 


horses, elephants, foot adorned with fine | 


mail, vestments and weapons as also those 
that were in the skies (the gods) were all 
struck with terror in seeing that extraordi- 
nary fight between Karna and Arjuna. 

g. When Arjuna precipitated himsesf 
upon the son of Adhiratha like one furious 
elephant rushing against another with 
the intention of killing him, others out o 
excitement.and joy uttered lion-like roars 
and raised their cloths shaking them 
fingers, 


to. The Somakas called loudly to 


b; 
Partha, “Go haste and slay Karna and by 
that put an end to the hope of Dhrita- 


rastra's son for the empire." 
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„11. In the same wiv many of our ware 
ers went to Karna and said : “Kill Arjuna 
with your sharp arrows and let the sons 


of Pritha go i i 
Zooan 89 again to the wilderness for 
12. Then Karna struck Arjuua with 


ne powerful arrows and Arjuna also shot 
Sparp arrows with great force against 
Karna’s chest in return. 


13. Thinking to take advantage of each 
other's weak Points with buoyant spirits they 
repeatedly attacked each other with great 
erates’ and hacked and wounded one 
another with may good winged arrows, in 
that terrible fight. G 3 


14. The fierce warrior Arjuna then 
rubbed his bow-string with his arm and 
sent hosts of cloth yard shafts and arrows 
called Nalikas f.e., shafts headed with 
boar’s ears and razors and Angalikas 5.o, 
half moon-shaped arrows. 


15. As at night-fall the birds for the 
purpose of resting during the night enter 
a tree, so O Monarch, Partha's arrows 
after entering Karna's car with bent heads 
spread on all sides. 


16. But O King, all those arrows and 
the successive ones, shot by Arjuna, that 
scorcher of enemies, with angry look and 
contracted brow, were ali destroyed by 
Karna by his own shafts. 


17. The son of Indra (Arjuna) then sent 
against Karna such a brilliant and fiery 
weapon that it lighted up the whole world, 
the skies, the ten sides and also his own 
body and covered the very course of the 
sun with its brilliancy and was capable of 
killing all enemies. 

18. The dresses of warriors caught fire 
and they fled making great noise like that 
which is heard when a bamboo forest 
catches fire. 

19. The Suta’s son, the brave Karna, 
seeing now that fiery weapon was burning 
everything, shot the Varuna weapon an 
extinguished the fire. 

zo. Huge masses of clouds instantly 
covered the sides with darkness ; they re- 
sembled big mountains and poured heavy 
showers upon the earth. 

21. Theearthand the skies were covered 
by the clouds and that awful conflagyation 
was extinguished in no time. 

22. All the sides being covered by those 
clouds became very dark and nothing could- 
be seen, but Asjuna with the vairy 
weapons dispersed those clouds. 


23. Then the invisible Dhananjay, ins- 
iring the Gandiva, its string and the 
shafts with mantras, invoked a favorite 
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weapon of the king of Heaven and power- 
ful like his thunder. 


24. Then many sharp arrows namely 
the Anjalikas, ñe., vazor-headed shafts and 
crescent like and Nalixas and cloth-yard 
arrows and those adonred with the boar’s 
ears all very powerful and sharp, came out 
in numbers from the Gandiva with force. 


25—26. Those powerful and sharp 
arrows, adorned with feathers like vulture 
quickly piercing the body, car, horses, 
earth and wheels, of Karna, entered into 
the earth even as the snakes enter 
when afraid of Garuda; and thus being 
struck on all sides and bathed in blood 
Karna in anger rolled his eyes. 


27. Then bending the strong stringed 
bow, the twang of which resembled 
the deep roar of the sea, he invoked the 
Bhargava weapon and cut off all the shots 
coming out of the mouth of the Indra 
weapon (shot by Arjuna). 


28. He thus cut off the weapons of his 
enemy, many of the cars, elephants and 
foot soldiers of the Pandava army by virtue 
of the Bhargava weapon, himself not being 
able to bear the prowess of Arjuna in that 
battle. 


29. That best of men, Suta’s son of 
great energy, smiling at the two Krishnas, 
struck the chief men among the Panchals 
with aimed arrows. 


30. O Monarch, the Panchals and the 
Somakas being thus attacked by Karna, 
fired up with anger and conjointly began 
to strike Suta's son with arrows from all 
sides. 


31. Then Suta’s son cut off with his own 
arrows the shots of the Panchals and dis- 
tressed the cars, elephants and horses of 
the Panchals. 


32. Like powerful elephants when killed 
by a mighty and angry lion, they fell down 
dead on the earth with loud noise being 
Struck by those shafts of Karna. 


33. Having thus slain the choicest 
warriors of the Panchals, those strong and 
brave and proud warriors, Karna, O King 
when shooting his shafts resembled a mass 
of clouds when pouring down showers. 


34: Then, O Hena of the Kuru race 
your warriors, thinking that K j 
gained the day aod 
Krishnas under subjection, b 
and gave vent to lion-like wate ely 


35- They saw the power of 
hero Kama raibo wET the eee 
weapon to baffle all those of jayai 
that fight. Phananjaya D 


36. The son of Wind God, the wrathful 





and brought the two’ 


Bhimsena, with eyes kindling with tage, 
pressed his own hands and drawing heay 


breaths, and greatly excited addressed 
Arjuna, of never-failing aim. 


37. Howis it that this most irreligious 
scoundrel could slay so many good Panchal 
warriors before your very face. 


38. The very gods and Kalakeyas 
were not able to vanquish you before 
this; why, you fought with Sthanu himself 
hand to hand. O diadem-adorned Arjuna, 
how is it that Suta’s son has been able to 
pierce your with ten long-arrows that are 
used by car warriors. 


39—40. I wonder how Suta's son hag 
been able to penetrate the arrows shot b 
you, O, Savyasachin; remember the dige 
tasteful, sharp and cutting jokes, this 
bold and wretched Suta’s son uttered 
towards us and called us sessame seeds 
not having anything within them and 
think over the sorrows of Krishna and 
soon put an end to the life of this 
scoundrel in to-days’s battle, for you 
should not be any more careless about 
killing this Karna. 


41. Do you remember how. you have 
conquered all creatures and have satisfied 
the hunger of Agni in the Khandava and 
with that patience t.e., (resembling your- 
self) kill Suta’s son. I will also knock him 
down with my mace. 


42. Then Vasudeva seeing that Partha’s 


shafts were being frustrated by Karna 
addressed him (Arjuna). 2 : 


43. How is this O Kiritin, that your 
weapons are being baffled by Karna. O 
brave warrior, why are you looking like 
one confounded. Dont you see the Kaura- 
vas, behind Karna, are all uttering loud 
shouts of joy—beholding your weapons 
made useless by those of Karna. 


44. This day kill Karna with the same 
energy that you have shown yuga after 
yuga in killing persons possessed of dark 


Weapons and fierce Rakshasas and the boon- 
proud Asuras in battle, 


45: Concentrating all your might cut off 
the head of your enemy cate ae Sudar- 
shana of razor-like keen edge which I am 
fone to you, like-Cakra who cut off the 
head of Namuchi, his enemy with thunder. 
46. You have even satisfied the great 
spa Mahadeva (in battle) when He was 
Ruised as a kunter; recovering the same 


i A Ok 
ee flv n oe kill this son of Suta and 


47. By th i s 
Vudhistites ar you will restore to the king 


h © s€a-belted earth with its 
towns, villages and wealth and remove all 
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his enemies from the face of 
¢ a f the Ear 
by that you will gain greai fame, aretan 


Pepe ee roused by Bouna and Janar- 
an Partha, of great prowess, internally 
remembered himself and ior what he had 


come to the world and addressed 
eas sed Keshava 


49. Now I will invoke a Powerful and 
terrible weapon for the benefit of the world 
and slaughter of Suta’s son; let me have 
your permission as also of Brahma’s and 
Bhava’s as well of all persons who have 
acquired the Brahmajnana. 


50. Addressing these words to Keshava 
Savyasachin, of unfathomable soul, bowing 
to Brahma, then brought forth into action 
that unbearable and choice weapon called, 
Brahma which could only be used after 
great concentration of the mind. 


51. But thwarting that weapon Karna 
looked handsome like the raining clouds 
and went on sending showers of shafts. 


52—53. In that fight seeing that weapon 
of Kiritin waisted by Karna the powerful 
and wrathful Bhimasena, firing up with 
anger, thus addressed Arjuna of never fail- 
ing aim:—"O Savyasachin, you are master 
of the noble Brahma weapon, the great 
means of destroying enemies. 


54. Dothou, O Savyasachin, shoot the 
same sort of weapon again and again.” And 
thus being asked by his brother, Savyasachin 
shot another like the one he used before 
and by that the energetic Partha covered 
all the cardinal and subsidiary points of 
ten compass. 


55. The arrows, coming out of the 
Gandiva, resembled terrible snakes or the 
un’s rays and the foremost of the Bharata 
ace also shot hundreds and hundreds of 
hem adorned with gold wings. 


56—57. They were brilliant as the yuga 
fire or the sun’s rays and in no time cover- 
ed [Karna’s car whence also came forth 
hundreds of long darts, battle-axes and 
cloch yard shafts of fearful shape and ilies 
many warriors of the opposite party Dy 
cutting off their heads. 


58. One fell to the ground out of 
fear seeing another fall; the third’s arm, 
powerful and large as an elephan trunk, 
was cut down with the sword still held in 


clasp. 


—6o. The left arm, of a fourth with 
the shield grasped being severed by razons 
headed shaft, fell to the ground, and ths 
Partha, who was adorned with crown ae R 
garlands, killed and wounded all the aa 
warriors of Duryodhana’s army. by his 
awful and dreadful arrows; Vaikartana 


23 
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(Karna) also sped in“ re 
arrows in that fight, ies: 


61. Those arrows came down upon the 
son of Pandu with hissing noise like a 
downpour of rain from the clouds. Then 
Karna of great prowess having struck 
Bhimsena, Janardana and Arjuna of crown- 


ed head, with three shafts which gave vent 
to loud and fearful roars. 


62. Then the diadem-adorned (Arjuna) 
beholding Bhimsena and Janarddana thus 
struck and himself being also pierced 


lost all patience and again shot eighteen 
shafts. 


63. Piercing Susena with one, Calya with 
four and Karna with three, he with the 
other ten slew Sovapati (a Kanrada prince) 
who was cased in a golden armour. 


64. That prince fell down dead from the 
front of his car, bereft»of his head, arms, 
his steeds and banner like a Sala tree 
hewed down with the axe. 

„65. Again striking Karna with three, 
eight, twelve, four and ten shafts he put 
four hundred armed elephants and eight 
hundred car-warriars to death. 


66. Healso killed one thousand horses 
with their riders and eight thousand power- 
ful infantry with his fleet arrows. So covered 
Karna, his car, horses, driver and stan- 
dard that they all became invisible. 


67. Then the Kauravas being thus dis- 
tressed by Dhananjay began to call loudly 
the son of Adhiratha from all sides and 
said:—‘Do you display your weapons and 
slay this son of Pandu or he will with his 
shafts put on end to the whole Kuru 
army.” 


68. Thus requested, Karna began to try 
his utmost and sent hosts of blood thirsty 
arrows that were capable of piercing the 
very core of the heart and thereby killed 
many of the Pandavas and Panchals. 


69. In this way those two choicest of 
of archers, the two most powerful warriors 
who could face and, bear against all ene- 
mies, and who were masters of all sorts 
of weapons, fearful to look at, went on 
striking each other and others that were 
fighting against them with theic mighty 
weapons. 


Jo. After the broken blades have been 
drawn out of his body and his wounds 
healed by mantras and herbs prescribed 
by best surgeons who were friendly to him 
King Yudhisthira, cased in armour of gold, 
came to the spot to see the fight between 
Karna and Arjuna. 


t. Like the brilliant full moon coming 
out of Rahu’s grasp all the creatures were 
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greatly delighted to see the virtuous king 
Yudhisthira in the battle Acid. 


72. All the gods in heaven and persons 
of the earth, checking the animals they 
were riding upon, waited calmly to see the 
issue of the fight between those two grcat 
heroes, Karna and Partha, who were the 
choicest of warriors and sorchers of ene- 
mies. 


73. O monarch, both Dhananjaya and 
Adhiratha’s son went on striking each 
other with well-aimed shafts which made 
a great whizing noise; and also the sounds 
made by the bows, bowstrings and the 
palms of the hands of those two brave 
warriors rose very loud. 


74. At last tha string of the bow of the 
son of Pandu being drawn with great might 
suddenly snaped with a great noise; in the 
meantime the son of Suta struck Partha 


with hundred small arrows adorned with 
feathers. 


75- _ Then with sixty sharp arrows that 
were like snakes set at liberty from sloughs 
and were slippery as if they were dipped in 
oil, he pierced Vasudeva; on this the 
Somaka troops rushed towards that place. 


76. As in the sky the sun is covered by 
the clouds, so they, coming forward, shroud- 
ed Karna with their. shafts but the son of 
Suta, ‘well versed in the use of weapons, 
worsted the ‘approaching warriors and 
covered them by his own shafts. 


z 77. © Monarch! Suta’s son thus killed 
all their horses, cars and elephants and 


distressed many of their best warriors by his 
own shafts, 


78. Asa whole pack of powerful d 
is destroyed by an angr i a 


gry lion of great 
Prowess so those warriors fell down dead 
on earth with loud Noise, their bodies 


perce’ by the arrows of the mighty 


79- During this cessation of 
between Karna and Dhananjaya, m 
the strong and great Panchal 
became deprived of th 
directed shafts of Kar, 
to fly. 


fight 
any of 
ae Warriors 
eir lives by the well 
naj; and others began 


80. Then your troops, 
Karna has brought Krishn 
under subjection, thought th 
to theirs and loudly clapp 
and gave vent to roars like that of a lion, 


81. Then Partha, though badly ma 
by many arrows, became filled Oe 
and bending his bowstting soon cut off the 
shafts of the son of Adhiratha and again 


attached the Kauravas in the battle 


82. Then the diadem-adorned Arjuna, 


believing that 
a and Arjuna 
e great victory 
ed their hands 
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pressing his bowstring with the palm or his 
hand, covered the world with darkness by 
innumerable shafts and also struck Karna, 


Salya and other Kaurava warriors with 
them. 


83. By those arrows of great swiftness 
the sky became so dark that even the birds 


, could not take their flights; and gentle and 


sweet-scented wind began tq blow, as if 
sent by the Heavenly father. 


S4. Then, smiling, Partha shot with 
great force ten shafts against Calya’s 
armour and struck Karna first with twelve 
and then with another seven arrows. 


85. Karna, being thus mangled by 
winged shafts of great impetuosity from 
Partha’s bow, his limbs pierced and blood 
streaming down his body, resembled the 
bloody Rudra sporting in the midst of a 
crematorium at the time of destruction. 


86. Then the son of Adhiratha struck 
Dhananjaya, who was looking like the king 
of Heaven (Indra) with three arrows and 
shot five other burning’shafts like snakes for 
the purpose of killing Krishna. 


87. Those well-directed and mighty 
shafts, winged with gold, after piercing the 
armour of that noblest of human beings, 
entered the earth and having bathed (in 


the waters of Bhogavati) again returned 
towards Karna. : 


88. Dhananjaya then with‘ten well-aimed 
and flat edged shats, cut each of them into 
three pieces and thus those five great 
snakes (friends of the Acwasena the son of 
‘Yaksha) fell to the earth. 


89. Then seeing the body of Krishna 
pained by those snakes in the forms of 
shafts from Karna’s hands, Arjuna, who 
was adorned with crown and garland, 


burnt with anger like fire kindled with 
very grass. 


go. He, then drawing the string to his 
ears, shot many burning and deadly arrows 
thereby striking Karna in all his vital peints, 
but Karna of great Patience, though, he felt 
very painful, kept his face Summoning all 
his courage, 

91. O monarch, Dhan 
angry, by his arrdws co 
of Karna’s car; even 
became invisible ar 
in a frosty day, 


anjaya, becoming 
vered all the sides 
the rays of the sun 
nd the sky looked hazy as 
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ear warriors and were fighting bravely 
under his orders. 


94. Then the remnants of the Kaurava 
army with your sons fled on all directions 
leaving Karna and even the wounded father 
and son fled leaving each other in the 


field. 

95. But the great warrior Karna, O 
King, seeing hiinself abandoned on all 
sides and left alonc, was not at all afraid | 


but pushed on against Arjuna with a brave 
heartyand with energy, 


CHAPTER XC. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA.)--Contd. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. The broken Kaurava army, when 
melting away out of fear as wrathful 
Arjuna began his shots but halted and 
looked back froma’ distance at Arjuna's 
blazing weapon which resembled lightning 
and was coursing on all sides with increa- 
sing energy. 

2. Then Karna swallowed up 
the sky and which Arjuna had sped with 
great force for the purpose of putting an 
end to his enemy in that fearful contest with 
a downpour of his own fearful arrows. 


3. Drawing his loud-twanging bow the 
string of which was very strong, Karna; by 
gold winged arrows, destroyed Arjuna's 
weapon of increasing energy which was 
killing the Kurus and shot many other 
shafts. j 

4. He then, with that mighty weapon he 
had received from Rama, which was vested 
with the Atharvan rite, worsted that firy 
weapon of Arjuna and also struck Partha 
with many other sharp arrows. 

5. © king, then the fight between 
Arjuna and the son of Adhiratia assumed 
a fearful aspect and like two elephants 
attacking each other with their tusks, they 
went, on hitting each other with shafts. 


6. Then Partha and Karna shot such | 


incessant showers of arrows that all the 
sides became dark ard even Sun could 
not be seen; the whole sky was spread over 


with them and there was no loop holc to | 


be seen. 

7. The Mauravas and Somakas oniy 
saw a broad net-work of arrows and ne- 
thing could be seen through the great | 
darkness caused by them. 

8. O monarch, those two best of men 
well versed in the use of weapons, when 


(des- | 
troyed) that weapon when it was flying on , 
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continually aiming and shooting hosts of 


arrows showed may beautiful feats and 
Strategems, 


,9- In that fight between them some- 
| times the Suta’s son excelled over his foe 
| and sometimes the crown-adorned Partha 

excelled over his antagonist in might, 

Weapons and light-handedness. 


to. The other warriors were struck with 
| Wonder in seeing that fearful combat be- 
| tween those great warriors who were always 
| trylng to take advantage of each other's 
| failings (weak points), 
| 11. The creatures of heaven, O monarch, 
| praised Karna and Arjuna, and being 


_ satisfied called out loudly “Bravo Karna, 
Bravo Arjuna.” 


12. At that time when this awful fight 
was raging and the earth was oppressed by 
the heavy pressure of car-whcels and tread 
of elephants and horses, the snake Acwa- 
sena, who was Arjuna’s enemy, was re- 
siding in the subterranean region. 


13. O king, tnat brave snake, who 
escaped when the Khandava was: burnt 
| and who entered the subterranean region, 
| now remembering the death of his mother 
and the hostile feclings he cherished to- 
wards Arjuna, came up with great force 
| to the sky being capable of flying into 
the sky to see the fight between Karna 
; and Arjuna. 


| 14. And believing, O Monarch, this to 
be the just time for avenging himself upon 
the wicked (in nis opinion) Partha he as- 
sumed the shape of an arrow and entered 
quickly into Kacna's quiver. 


r5. Karnaand Partha naw covers? the 

wheie sky with showers of arraws p Mot even 

j a iuie space was left and it looked like a 
brilliant and thick net-work of shafts. 


| 

| 16. All the Kauravas and Samakas 
| were filled with fear seeing that great net- 
| work of arrows; and nothing could be seen 
| through the darkness made by that net, on 
account of the dropping of arrows. 


| 17. Beheldiny those two heroes the fore- 
| most of men and greatest of archers tired 
Tin war, 
l 48. ‘Phe handsome Apsaras in Heaven 
fanned them with new and fine fans and 
| sprinkled sweet scented sandal water upor 
| them; and Cakra and Surya with their own 
į hands cieansed the faces of thuse two brave 
Wartlors. 


tj. Then when he found that he could 
not excel Partha in fight but was rather 
badly pained and wounded instead, Karna 
thought of the snake weapon that was only 


i 
i 
f 
{ ieftin his quiver. 
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20, He puton the string that feast) | 
burning, snake-mouthed, sharp, wel 
polished and death-dealing weapon whic 
he had long kept concealed for the purpose 
of killing Partha. 


at. Karna, drawing his bow-string to 
the full stretch, puton it, and aimed at 
Partha that fiery and mighty shaft that was 
lying in a quiver of gold filled with sandal 
dust and which was always worshipped. 


22. The arrow belonged to the Airavata 
race and the sky and all the ten sides be- 
came lighted; and fearful meteors. and 
lightning strokes fell as he aimed that arrow 
for the purpose of striking Phalgoona’s 
head. 


24. Theson of Suta was not aware that 
the’snake!(Acwasena) had entered his arrow 
by means of yoga, but as he aimed that 
arrow, Cakra and other Regents of the 
sides gave vent to lamentations. 


24. Thenoble ruler of Madras, seeing 
Vaikartana aim that shaft, spoke to Karna 
and said, “O Karna, think well before you 


shoot this arrow; it will not reach Arjuna’s 
neck.” 


25. The energetic son of Suta, with 
wrathfu! leok, told the king of Madras, “O 
Shalya, Karna never takes his aim twice ; 
with warriors like us it must always be fair 
play in fight.” 


26. -O Monarch, speaking the words, 
‘Thou art killed, O Phalgoona,’’ he, desir- 
ous of victory, with care let go that arrow 


which for many years he had cherished with 
regard. 


27. That fiery arrow, of awful sound 
and shinning like the sun, shot off from 
Karna’s bow, lighted up and divided the 
sky asa woman divides her crown when 
combing her hairs, 


_ 28, Madhava, the slayer of Kansa, see- 
ing that fiery weapon rise in the sky, with 
his foot quickly pressed down that beauti- 
ful car one cubit deep in the earth, 


29. The horses, white as. silvery moon 
beams, adorned with gold trappings, with 
' beut knees fell fat to the ground. 


30. That mighty and best of men bring- 
ing his strength into action put down the 
car and the horses with bent knees stretch- 
ed themselves to the earth and the car 
sunk into it. 


gi. The heavenly creatures 
praised Vasudeva ; they gave vent t 
like shouts and drop 
upon rishna when a 


greatly 
o lion- 
ed flowery showers 
e slayer of Madhu 


thus pressed the car into the earth by his | 


might. 
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32—34. By dint of that arrow, on ac- 
count of its snaky nature and energy and 
wrath with which it was discharged the 
charioteer’s son struck down from Arjuna’s 
head the beautiful diadem known all over 
the earth, heaven and the watery region. 
The powerful Brahma had made this head- 
dress for the king of gods himself, with 
gold and pearls, endued with the effulgence 
of the sun, moon or planets, It was given 
by Indra himself to Partha when the latter 
killed his enemies. 


It was so strong that even Rudra, 
the king of waters, Cakra and Kuvera could 
not smash it by their respective weapons, 
Pinaka, noose, thunder or other mighty 
shafts; the very gods could not bear it 
but it was now taken away by that snaky 
weapon. 


36. That fearful false wicked, but ener- 
getic snake, of awful shape, attacked that 
beautiful crown adorned with stones and 
diamonds and took it away from Arjuna’s 
head. 


37. O Monarch, the snake, by its own 
prowess, snatched from Partha’s head that 
beautiful ornament of good shape set witl 
precious stones and diamonds, very bril- 
liant to look at and crushed it to pieces as 
the thunder breaks down mountain tops 
adorned with fine trees and flowers. 


< 38. As the sun, in setting, goes down 
from the Asta Hills with all the lustre so 
that handsome, brilliant, adorned diadem 
of Partha came down to the earth smashed 
to pieces and burning with that snake’s 
poison. 


39. Asthe head of a mountain deccr- 
rated beautifully with high trees, birds 
and flowers is smashed by thunder so that 
snake, by his might, tore asunder that 
gemmed crown from Arjuna’s head. 


40. O Bharata, as during a storm a 
great noise is heard through out the Earth, 
sky, Heaven and the waters, so was the 
sound heard throughout the world at 
that time and all the people, though they 
tried to remain steady, became greatly 
afraid and stumbled. : 


41. The dark young man, Dhanafjaya, 
bereft of his crown, looked beautiful like a 
Mountain without top and being not at 
all afraid stood his ground after binding 
his hairs with a white cloth. 


_42. Crushing down his crown that pre= 
cious arrow, effulgent like the sun or fire, 
shot by Karna, the great serpent, who was 


rendered by Arjuna his enemy, went 
away. 


43. Having burnt the effulgent and 
variegated crown shinning on Arjuna’s 
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(head) the arrow wanted to enter again into ! 
its quiver ; but accosted by Karna it said, 


44. “O Karna, you discharged me 
without seeing me and hence I could not 
cut off his head. Shoot me again imme- 
diately in battle after seeing me and I shall 
slay your enemies as well as mine.” 


45. Thus addressed in the battle-field 
Suta’s son said ‘who are you of such a 
terrific form?” The Naga said “ Know 
me as one whom Partha has made his 
enemy by killing my mother. 


46. Even if the weilder of thunder-bolt 
(Indra) protects him, he will go to the 
kingdom of the Pitris. Do not disregard 
me. Do what I say and I will kill your 
enemy. Shoot me soon,” 


Se a a 


Karna said :— 

47. “Karna does not wish victory today 
in battle depending on another’s strength. 
I shall not discharge, O Naga, a shaft 
twice even if I am to kill a hundred 
Arjunas.” 


48. Addressing again that Naga in the 
battle-field that best of Sun’s sons said 
“By the help of my other weapons and 
by dint of my energy and wrath I shall kill 
Parih. Go you away at ease.” 


49. Thus aadressed by Karna in the 
battle-field and unable to bear his words 
in anger that fierce Naga King, proceeded 
himself for the destruction of Partha, 
assuming the form of an arrow. 


50, Thereupon Krishna said to Partha 
in the battle-field “kill the great snake | 
whom you have made an enemy.” ‘Thus 
spoken to by the slayer of Madhu, tre 
holder of Gandiva bow, ever holding a 
dreadful bow to his enemies, said “ who is 
this Naga who, of his own accord, comes | 
against me as if into the mouth of Garuda, 

51. Krishna said :—While armed with 
a bow you were gratifying the fire-god in 
Khandava forest—this snake, having his 
body covered by his mother’s, was in the 
sky. You killed his mother taking her for 
a single snake. 

52. Remembering that hostility, (0) 
Partha, he has come to-day for slaying you. 
© grinder ‘of enemies, see he is coming | 
like a bucning fire-brand dropped from the | 
sky. i 


Sanjaya zÝ; 
Thereupon covering the snake with | 
six sharpened arrows Jishnu cut him off while į 
he was moving in the sky. His body cut 
off he dropped down on earth. 
54. After that serpent had been 'cut off 
by Kiritin, the Purusothama himself, O | 





. 
asid :— 
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King, of huge arms, raised that car from 
the earth with his own hands. 


_ 55. In that very moment, Karna, look- 
ing askance on Dananjaya, struck that fore- 
most of men with ten arrows whetted on 
stone and adorned with peacock feathers. 


56-57. Then Dhananjaya struck Karna 
with twelve keen and boar-eared arrowsand 
a powerful Naracha like a virulent snake 
shot off his full-drawn bow. Those arrows 
went though Karna’s armour, as if drink- 
ing his blood and killing him, and entered 


into the earth with their wings soaked with 
blood. 


58—59. Then Brisha, angered at the 
stroke of arrow like a scotched snake, dis- 
charged most powerful and quick-coursing 
shafts like a serpent vomitting pcison, He 
struck Janarddana with twelve and Arjuna 
with nine arrows. And striking the latter 


again with a dreadful arrow Karna 
laughed. 
60. Pandu’s son could bear his joy 


Then.that one, of Indra’s power, acquainted 
with all the vitals parts, cut him to the 
quick with a hundred winged arrows as did 
indra wound Bala with great force. 


61. Then Arjuna shot ninety arrows 
each resembling Yama's rod at Karna. 
Wounded greatly Karna trembled like a 
mountain clapped by a thunder-bolt. 


62. ixarna’s head dress, set with costly. 
gems, his most excellent other ornaments 
and ear rings were struk down on earth by 
Atjuna’s winged arrows. 

63. Pandu's son cut off in no time into 
pieces the costly and shinning armour of 
Karna that had been prepared with great 


| care by ciever artists working for a long 


time. 


64. Then he again, in anger, struck 
Karna with four sharp and strong arrows 
who was devested of his armour. He trem- 
bled, thereat, like a person suffering from 
bile, wind, phlegm and fever. 


65. Arjuna again cut Karna to the quick 
with many excellent and keen arrows shot 
ofi lis circling bow with force, care and 
skill. 

66. Thus wounded by Partha with many 
keen and powerful arrows Karna looked 
like a red chalk mountain with streams of 


i red water pouring down. 


Cz. Yhen with straight-goix, strong, 
pvid-feathered steel arrows resembh ig the 
rod of death, Arjuna struck Karoo oe the 
breast like Agmi’s son striking the aous: 
Krouncha. 

68. Then throwing 


resembled Indra’s bow and quiver Karna 


aA 


oif his bow tha: 
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stood inactive and stupified, suffering great 
pain and losing his grasp. 

69. The honorable Arjuna, always 
following the duties of a heroe, did not like 
to kill him in that ‘plight. Then Indra’s 
younger brother respectfully said '' why do 
you make a mistake, O Pandu’s son ? 


70. The wise never spare their enemies 
even for a moment, however weak they may 
be. A learned man always acquires merit 
and glory by destroying his distressed 
enemies. 


71. Lose no time in discomfitting your 


enemy Karna immediately who is the fore-- 


most of heroes. When all right he will 
again proceed against you. Kill him there- 
fore like Indra destroying the Asura 
Na muchi.” 


72. In pursuance of Krishna's order and 
worshipping him the Kuru heroe Arjuna 
again struck Karna with many powerful 
arrows like Indra striking the Asura 
Shamvara. ` 


73. Then Kiritin O descendant of 
Bharata, covered Karna, his car and horses 
with calf-toothed arrows and the ten 
quarters with gold winged ones. 


“44. Wounded with those calf-toothed 
arrows the broad-chested son of Adiratha 
shone like a blossoming Asoka, Palasa or 
Salmali tree or a mountain laden with 
sandal trees. 


75. His body covered with numberless 
arrows Karna shone like the mountain-chief 


covered with trees or adorned with blossom- 
ing Karnikaras. 


76. Discharging numberless arrows 
Karna, having shafts for his rays, looked 
like the crimson-coloured sun coursing to- 
wards the setting hill. 


- 77. Meeting in thesky the shining and 
snake-like arrows discharged by Iarna, 


those keen ones, shot by Arjuna, destroyed 
them. 2 


78. Recovering equanimity of mind and 
discharging arcows like angry serpents, 
Karna struck Arjuna with ten and Krishna 
with six all resembling angry snakes. 


_ 79: „Then in that great battle Dhanan- 
jaya wished to discharge a dreadful, great 
steel arrow, like a serpent or fire in force 


and sending forth a sound like 
Indra’s thunderbolt. Peete 


- 80. Then on the arrival of the h 
Karna’s death Kala invisibly Aaa 
his car and remaing him of the Brah- 
mana's curse said “ The earth i ‘i 
the wheel of your car,” is devouring 


81. Really, O King, when the h 
¥Karna’s death approached he forats the 


| 


i 





great Brahma weapon which Bhargava had 
given him. And the Earth was about to 
devour the left wheel of his car. 


82. Having gone deep into the earth 
and been clogged there like a holy tree wit 
flowers standing on a high land, Karna’s 
car, on ‘account of the great Brahmana’s 
imprecation, reeled. 


8&3. When his car began to reel, when 
the great weapon given by Rama did not 
shine, when his serpent-faced shaft was 
broken by Partha, Karna was filled with 


¿sadness. 


$4. Unable to bear those misfortunes he 
shook his arms and vilified virtue saying 
“The virtuous always say that virtue pro- 
tects the virtuous. 


85. We, however, always practice virtue 
to the best of our knowledge and power. 
But virtue, instead of protecting us, is now 
destroying us who are its votaries.” 


87. While he gave vent to these words 
he was greatly assailed by Arjuna’s shafts. 
His horses and charioteer were dislodged. 
He was cut to the quick and became care- 
less about his doings. He again and again 
spoke ill of virtue in the battle-field. 


88. He struck Krishna’s arm with three 
dreadful arrows, and Arjuna with seven. 
Arjuna then discharged seventeen dreadful, 
straight-coursing and forcible arrows efful- 
gent like fire and resembling Indra‘s thun- 
der-bolt in impetuosity. 


89. Those powerful and dreadful arrows 
went through Karna’s body and dropped 
on the surface of the earth. Trembling 
thereat Karna showed his activity to the 
very best of his power. 


_90. Controlling himself with great exer- 
tion he brought the Brahma weapon into 
requisition beholding which Arjuna invoked 


the weapon given him by Indra with becom- 
ing mantras. 


gt. Then inspiring his Gandiva, its 
strings and arrows with mantras that re- 
pressor of enemies discharged arrows like 
Indra pouring down torrents of rain. 


92. Coming out of Arjuna’s car those 
powerful and terrefic arrows appeared near 
Karna’s. That great car-warrior baffled 
those arrows which appeared before him. 


93. Seeing the arrows thus e 
Krishna said to Arjuna See 
powerful weapons,O Partha; Karna makes 
these your arrows powerless.” 
ae Then duly invoking it with mantras 
Arjuna set the Brahma weapon on his 
string. Then covering all the: directions 
with arrows he struck Karna with many. 
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95. Then with a numher of whetted 
arrows of great power Karna snndered the 
string of Arjuna’s bow for five times. 


96. 
Vrishna for’ the sixth, seventh, cighth 
ninth, tenth and eleventh. times. Although 
capable of discharging hundreds of arrow 
Karna knew that Arjuna had a century of 
strings. 


97. Then setting another string to his 
bow and shooting innumerable shafts 
Arjuna covered Karna with arrows resem- 
bly fiery-mouthed serpents. 


98. So quickly did Arjuna replace his 
strings jthat Karna could not perceive when 
one was broken and another replaced. Tke 
feat was highly wonderful to him. 


99. Radha’s son, however, nullified all 
the arrows of Savyasachin. With his 
power he got better of Arjuna for the time 
being. 

100. Seeing Arjuna thus assailed with 
Karna’s arrows Krishna said to him ‘Go 
nearer to Karna and strike him with more 
pow2rful weapons,” 


101. \Yorked up with anger Arjuna 
invoked the aid of another celestial weapon 
with mantras which was effulgent like fire, 


dreadful like venom and hard like ada- 
mant, 
102. Then uniting it with Raudra weapon 


he was about to hurl itat his enemy when 
the earth swallowed up one of the wheels 
of Karna’s car. 

103. Then getting down in no time from 
his car he caugut the sunken wheel with two 
hands and set forth a mighty exertiun to 
extricate it. 

rog. Drawn up forcibly by Karna, the 
Earth, that had swallowed up his wheel, 
rose up with her seven insular continents, 
mountains, rivers and forests to a height of 
four cubits, 

105. Seeing his wheel thus sunk, Karna 
wept in anger. And seeing Arjuna before 
him, he, worked up with anger, said. 

106. “O Partha, wait for a moment till 
I extricate my wheel. 

107. Seeing my wheel thus accidently 
sunken you should give up your idea which 
is cherished by a coward only. 

108—109. Brave and pious heroes never 
shoot their arrows at persons with dis- 
hevelld hairs, at those who fly away from 
the battle-field, at a Brahmana, at him who 
claspes his hands, at him who surrenders, 
at him who prays for quarter, at one who 


throws off his weapon, at one whose arrows 
are all gone, or at one whose weapon has 


fallen off or been broken. 
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110—111. You are the bravest and pious 
of all in the world. You know all the-rules 
at warfare. Pray, excuse me for a moment 


Similarly his string was cut off by | ull I get out my wheel fromthe earth, O 


Dhananjaya. You are stationed on your 
car and [ am standing helplessly weak on 
the earth. You should not kill me now. 


112. Neither Krishna, nor you fear me 
the least. You are a Kshatrya and the 
scion of an illustrious family. Remember- 
ing the dictates of virtue, excuse me for a 
moment, O son of Pandu.” 


CHAPTER XCI. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA)—Contd. . 


Sanjaya said:— 

1. Then Krishna, who was on the car 
said to Karna:— Fortunate it is, O sono 
Radha, that you remember virtue. It is 
always seen that men, when they are in 
distress, speak ill of the Providence and 
not of their own evil deeds. 


2. You, Duryodhana, Dushasana and 
Suvala’s son Shakuni, brought Draupadi, 
clad in one piece of cloth, before the court. 
Then O Karna, this virtue of yours, did 
not display itself. 


3. When Shakuni, a clever hand at dice, 
defeated Kunti’s son Yudhisthira who was 
innocent of the game where was this virtue 
of yours ? 


4. When at your advice the Kuru king 
attempted to kill Bhima through snakes and 
poisoned food where was this virtue of 
yours ? 

5. When the period of exile and the 
thirteenth year (of concealment) was over 
and you did not return the Pandavas their 
kingdom where was this virtue of yours ? 


6. When you set fire to the wax-house 
at Varanavata for burning the sleeping 
Pandavas to death where was this virtue 
of yours ? 

7. When you laughed at Draupadi 
while she, spare dressed and in her season, 
stood before the court at Dushasana’s will 
where was this virtue of yours? 


g. When you spoke to the Princess 
Draupadi, of dignified elephantine gait, 
“ O Draupadi, the Pandavas are lost into 
eternal hell, choose another husband” and 
looked on the scene with glee where was this 
virtue of yours ? 


to. When thirsting for the kingdom and 
relying on the king of Gandharas you in- 
vited the Pandavas to a game at dice where 
was this virtue of yours? 
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tr. Whenencircling the boy Abhimanyu 
in battle a number of powerful car-warriors 
Killed him where was the virtue of yours? 


12. If this your virtue, the aid of which 
you now solicit, was no where on all those 
occasions what is the use of drying up your 
tongue by uttering that word? You now 
wish to practise virtue, O Suta, but you 
shall not escape with your life. 


13. Like Nala who was vanquished by 
Pushkara at a game of dice, but who re- 
gained his kingdom by dint of his power, 
the Pandavas, who are free from cupidity, 
will regain their kingdom by the force of 
their arms and help of their friends. 


14. Having killed their powerful enemies 
they with the Somakas will regain their 
kingdom. ‘The sons of Dhritarashtra will 
bse killed by those best of men who are 
always sheilded by virtues. 


15. ‘hus accosted by Krishna, O des- 
cendant of Bharata, Karna hung down his 
head in shame and made no reply. 


16. With lips trembling in anger, he, 
of great energy and prowess, took up his 
bow and began to fight with Arjuna. 


17. Then Vasudeva's son said to Phal- 
guna, that best of men ;——‘ Strike Karna 
down with a celestial weapon.” 


18. Thus accosted by the deity, Arjuna 
was worked up with anger. And re- 
collecting all the incidents Dhananjaya 
was possessed by a terrific rage. 


19. Then, O king, as if scintillations 
of fire began to come out from the pores 
of the angry Partha’s: body. ‘Ihe scene 
was exceedingly wondrous. 


20. Seeing it Karna invoked the Brahma 
weapon, shot arrows on Dhananjaya and 
tried once more to get rid of his car. 


21. Partha, also, by his Brahma weapon 
made a down pour of arrows upon Karna. 
Counteracting the arrows of his enemy 
with chose of his own Pandu’s son conti- 
nued to strike him. 


22. Then aiming at Karna Kunti’s son 
discharged another favourite weapon of his 
powerful as the fire. 


23. Karna, however, put out that fire 
with Varuna (watery) weapon. Suta’s son 
covered all the directions with clouds creat- 
ed by his arcow and it appeared likea 
rainy day. 


24. Then before the very prese 
Karna, the powerful son of Pande ee 
ed those clouds with his Vayavya weapon, 


25. Then for killing the son of Pandu 
the charioteer’s son took up another dread- 
ful arrow shining like the fire, 


26. When that arrow was set on the 
bow-string, O king, the earth shook with 
her mountains, watery expanses, and 
forests. 


27. Violent winds biew scattering pe- 
bles. All the directions were covered 
with dust and cries of lamentation arose 
amongst the celestials in the sky. 


28. Seeing that arrow aimed by Karna, 
the Pandavas were worked with depress 
sion and sorrow. 


2g. The keen arrow, effulgent like 
Shakra’s thunder-bolt shot off Karna’s 
hands, fell upon Dhananjaya’s breast and 
went into it like a serpent penetrating an 
ant-hill. 


30. Thus wounded that chastiser of 
enemies, the high-souled Vibhatsu began 
toreel. His grasp became loosened and 
his bow Gandiva dropped off his hands. 
He shook there like the king of mountain 
in an earth-quake. 


31. During this opportunity the great 
car-warrior Vrisha leaped down from his 
chariot to extricate the wheel that had 
been sunk underneath the earth. Holding 
it with his two hands he tried his best to 
getitout. But unfortunately for his bad 
luck he failed through he was possessed of 
great strength. 


32. In the interval regaining his con- 
sciousness the diadem-decked and the 
high-sould Arjuna took his arrow 
Anjalika which was fatal as the rod 
of Death. Thereupon Krishna said to 
Partha ;—"“Cut off with this arrow the 


head of your enemy before he gets upon 
his car.” 


33- Praising highly those words of Lord 
Krishna and while the wheel of his enemy 
was still under the earth the great car- 
warrior Arjuna took up a highly effulgent, 
tazor-headed arrow and struck down 
Karna’s standard bearing the emblem of 
an elephant and shining like the spot- 
less sun. ; a 

34. That standard b 
was decorated with gol 
diamonds and was made with great skill by 


the best of artizans. It ; y 


earing the elephant 
d, pearls, gems and 


.35: That standard always used to in- 
pire your soldiers with iaee and fill 
your. enemies with fear, Its form was 

ighly praiseworthy. Known all e 
world it was effulgent like ae cee a 

36. With that kneen, gold 
headed arrow efful tiike i 
libations of anke 
decked Ar 
Adhiratha’ 


winged razor, 
f fire, fed with 
f clarified butter the diadem- 
yuna cut off that standard of 
S son, the great car-warrior. 
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47. With that standard fell the glory. | his enemy with that best cf arrows, efful« 


pride, hope cf success, and every thing 
dear unto the hearts of the Iurus. And 
cries of lamentations arose in your army. 


38. Seeing that standard struck down 
by the light-handed Kuru heroe your 
soldiers gave up all hopes of Karna’s suc- 
cess. 


39. Then wishing to kill Karna quickly 
Arjuna took out from his quiver an Anja- 
lika arrow that was effulgent like Indra’s 
thunder-boit, Agni’s rod or the thousand- 
rayed sun. 


40. Capable of cutting to the quick, 
covered with flesh and blood, effulgent like 
the sun or fire, made of precious ingredients, 
straight-coursing, impetuous, destructive 
of men, horses and elephants it was three 
cubits and six feet in length. 


41. Powerful as the thousand-eyed 
Indra’s thunder-bolt, irresistible as the 
night rangers, the trident or the discus it was 
highly terrible and capable of destroying 
all creatures. 


42. Partha cheerfully took up that arrow 
which could not be withstood even by the 
celestials. This great weapon, capable of 
discomfilting the celestials and Asuras, 
was always adored by the sons of Pandu. 


43. Seeing that arrow taken up by 
Partha in battle, the entire universe 
trembled with its mobile and immobile 
creations. Beholding that arrow about 
to be discharged the Rishis cried aloud 
“ Peace be to the universe.’ 


44. The holder of the Gandiva then 
set that peerless arrow on his bow united 
with another highly powerful weapon. Then 
drawing his Gandiva bow he said, 


45. ‘If I have ever practised penances, 
if I have ever respected my elders and 
listened to the counsels of well-wishers let 
this arrow be powerful enough to destroy 
the body and heart o my enemy. 


46. Let this sharp arrow, adored by me, 
slay my enemy K irna.” Saying this 
Dhananjaya discharged the arrow for des- 
troying Karna. - 

47. Itwas a terrific arrow, efficacious 
as a rite of the Atharvan of Angiras, elul- 
gent and incapable of being borne by 
Death himseli in battle. Desirous of slay- 
ing Karna Partha again cheerfully said 
“May this arrow bring on my victory. 
May it, effulsent like the fire or sun, shot 
by me, despatch Karna to the abode of 
Death.” 


48. Saying this, Arjuna, adorned with 
crown and garlands, ever inimical towards 
Karna and desirous of killing him, struck 


24 





l 





gent like tke sun or moon and capable of 
giving victory. 

49. Discharged by that mighty heroc 
that arrow, effulæent like the sun, embla- 
zoned all the quarters. With that arrow 
Arjuna struck off his enemy’s head like 


Indra striking the head of Vritra with his 
thunder, 


50., With that powerful Amjalika wea- 
pon inspired with mantras Indra's son 


cut off the head of Vaikartana in the 
afternoon. 


Si. ‚Thus sundered with Anjalika arrow 
Karna’s trunk dropped down on earth. 


52. The head also of the commander 
of the Kuru army, effulgent like the risen 
sun and the meridian sun of the autumn, 
dropped down on earth like the crimson 
sun falling down from the setting hill. 


2 


Cut off with Arjuna’s arrows and 
shorn of life the tall and shining body of 
Karna, with blood gushing out of every 
wound, looked like the summit of a red 
chalk mount clapped by a thunder-bolt with 
red streams running down after a shower, 


54. Then a light came out of Karna’s 
body, passed though the sky and entered 
into the sun. ‘This wonderful spectacle 
was witnessed by all the on-lookers after 
Karna’s fall. 


55. The head of the illustrious K arna 
reluctantly left the body, highly beautiful 


l and brought up in luxury like a person 


unwillingly leaving a big house filled with 
riches.. 


56. Then seeing Karna slain by Phal- 
guna the Pandavas blew their conchs. Like- 
wise Krishna and Dhananjaya, overflowing 
with joy, blew their conchs. 


7. Seeing Karna slain and lying on 
the battle-field the Somakas were filled 
the joy and sent up loud shouts with other 
soldiers. With great joy they struck their 


trumphets and shook their arms and 
garments, 2 
58. Then, O king, approaching 


Partha, all the warriors began to praise 
him; other powerful heroes  daived 
embracing. each ather ; and others sending 
loud shouts said ‘ By good luck Karna has 
lain prostrate on earth wounded with 
arrows.” 


59- Karna'’s head, separated off the 
body, looked like a mountain top loosened 
by a storm or like fire put out after the ; 
completion of a sacrifice, or the sun after 
it has risen the setting hill. 


60. After having scorched his enemy's 
army the Karna-like sun, having arrows 
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for its rays, was caused to be set by Arjuna 
time. 


61. As while moving towards the setting 

“hill the sun withdraws all its rays so 

(Arjuna’s) arrow passed out taking Karna’s 
vital breaths. 


62. In the afternoon cut off with 
Anjalika in battle the head of the 
charioteer’s son dropped down on earth. 


63. Before the very presence of the 
Kaurava troops that weapon speedily took 
away Karna’s head and body. 


64. Beholding the brave Karna pros- 
trated on earth wounded with shafts and 
bathed in blood the king of Madras left 
the batile field on the car deprived of the 
standard, 


65. After Karna’s fall the Kuru soldiers, 
wounded with arrows and filled with fear, 
took to their heels looking again and again 


on the lofty and shining standard of 
Arjuna. 


66. The beautiful head, having a 
countenance like a loutus of a thousand 
petals, cf Karna, whose exploits like those 
of the thousand eyed Indra, dropped down 


on earth like the thousand-rayed sun in the 
end of day, 


—_— 


CHAPTER XCII. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA.)—-Contd. 
Sanjaya said:— 
I. Seeing the soldiers assailed with 
shafts in that encounter between Karna 
and Arjuna, Salya, worked up with anger, 


pursued on that car shorn of its 
equipments. 


2. Seeing his army deprived of Karna 
and his cars, horses and elephants destroyed 
Duryodhana, with tears trickling down his 
eyes, sighed again and again in agony, 

. For seeing the brave Karna, wound 
with shafts and bathed in blood oe 
rostrate on earth like the sun dropped 


rom the sky the warriors came there and 
stood encircling the falien heroe. 


4. Amongst them, belonging to your 
army as well as to the enemy's some shcwed 
signs of joy, some of fear, some of sorrow, 
some of wonder and some of grief, : 


Hearing that the might 
been slain by Dhananjaya EE erie had 
ornaments, robes and weapons had been 
displaced, your soldiers fled away in fight 
like a herd of kine, overcome with ee 
at losing their bull.. 


6. Then shaking the sky with terrible 
shouts Bhima began to strike his arm-pits, 
jump and dance striking terror to the sons 
of Diristarastra. 


7, The Somakas and Srinjayas also 
loudly blew their conchs. Seeing the 
charioteer’s son killed all the MKshatryas 
embraced one another in delight. 


8. After a dreadful fight Karna was 
killed by Arjuna as an elephant is slain by 
a lion. The best of men Arjuna thus 
did wreck his vengeance. 


9. Approaching Duryodhana speedily 
on that car devested of standard the king 
of Madras, with an aggrieved heart, said 
sorrowfully, 


to. “The elephants, horses and the 
flowers of your army have been killed: 
On account of those, great car-warriors; 
horses and elephants, huge as mountains 
being destroyed your army looks like 
kingdom of Death. 


11. Never before, O descendant of 
Bharata, such a battle had been fought as 
that between Karna and Arjuna. Karna 


assailed the two Krishnas and your other 
enemies. 


12. Destiny however is in favour of 
Partha; she is protecting the Pandavas, 
and destroying us. Many heroes, who 
were resolved upon encompassing “your 


end, have been per force killed by the 
enemy. 


13—14. Many heroes tesembling Kuvera, 
ama, Vasava or Varuna in energy, 
courage and strength, who were accom- 
plished, unstayable and bent upon securing 
your object, have been killed by the 
Pandavas. Do not grieve, © descen- 
dant of Bharata. It is destiny. Every 


object is not always crowned with 
success,” 


15. Hearing the words of the ki f 
Madras and Pn sone 


deeds, Duryodhana, deprived of senses, 
sighed again and again. 


CHAPTER XCIII. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—Con td, 


Dhritarashtra said :— 
1. How did Kuru and Srin 


while it was 


mbering his own mis~ ` 





KARNA 


Banjaya said :— 

2. Listen, attentively, O king, to the 
onslaught of men, horses and elephants 
in that dreadful battle. 


3. When after Karna’s fall Partha sent 
up leonine war-cries your sons were 
possessed by a mighty fear, 

4. After Karna’s fall no warrior of 
your side had a heart of rallying your 
troops or displaying his prowess. 

5. On their main stay being destroyed 
by Arjuna they were like merchants, whose 
vessels had been wrecked on the deep main, 
desirous of crossing it. 


6. After the destruction of the 
charioteer’s son, the [auravas, terrified 
and wounded with arrows, having no lord 
and seeking refuge, looked like a herd of 
elephants pursued by lions. 

7. Discomfitted by Savyaschin on that 
evening they took to their heels like bulls 
with broken horns or serpents with wounded 
fangs. 

8. Having the best of their heroes 
killed, their soldiers all routed, and them- 
selves wounded with sharp arrows'your sons, 
on the fall of Karna, fled away in fear. 

9. Deprived of their coats of nail and 
weapons, unconscious of the right direction 
and bewildered they crushed one another 
in their flight and cast fearful looks upon 
one another. 

1o. The Kauravas, pale with fear, 
thought “ Vibhatsa is following me, 
Vrikodara is pursing me” and fell down 
as they fled. 

11. Thus fled away in fear all the great 
car-warriors some on cars, some on horses, 
some on elephants and some on foot. 

12. In their fearful fight cars were shat- 
tered by elephants, the cavarly were crushed 
by car-warriors, and the infantry were 
trampled down by horses. 

13. After the fall of Karna your 
watriors behaved like men, having no 
protector in a forest abounding in beasts 
of prey and robbers. 


14. They behaved like elephant 
riders and men without arms. Stricken 
fear they thought that the entire universe 


was filled with Partha. 


hants without 
r with 


take to their heels 


15- Seeing them thus j e 
in fear of Bhimasena, and his soldiers 
leave the battle!feld by thousands, 


Duryodhana, bewailing, said to his driver. 


16. “Partha will not be abie to go 
beyond me standing bow in hand. Drive 
my horses slowly behind all the troops: 
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17. lf I ght in the rear of my army 
forsooth the son of Kunti will not be able 
to approach me as the ocean is unable to 
go beyond its banks, 


18. Killing Arjuna, Govinda, the 
haughty Vrikodara and my other enemies 
I will repay the debt I owe to Karna.” 


19. Hearing the words of the Kuru Chief 
becoming a heroe and an honorable man 
the driver slowly drove his horses adorned 
with golden trappings. 


20. Then deprived of cars, cavalry and 
elephants, twenty-five thousand warriors 
of your army addressed themselves for 
fighting on foot, 


21. Then worked up with anger Bhima- 
sena and Prisata’s son Dhristadyumna 
encircled them with four kinds of forces 
and began to strike them with their arrows. 


22. Your warriors also fought with 
Bhimasena and Prisata’s son. Some of 
them challenged both the heroes by calling 
them by name. 

23. Thereat Bhima was worked up with 
anger. Coming down from his car witha 
mace in his hand he fought with those 
warriors standing for battle. 

24. Following the rules of a fair fight, 
Kunti’s son Vrikodara alighted from his 
car, and depending upon the strength of 
his own arms he began to fight with 


| 





them on foot. 

25. Taking up his heavy golden mace 
he made a havoc on them like Death him- 
self armed with his bludgeon. 

26. Then worked up with anger and 
heedless of their lives the Kuru soldiers 
rushed upon Bhima like insects falling upon 
a burning fire. 

27. The maddened warriors, whom it 
was difficult to vanquish in battle, perished 
in no time like creatures on seeing Death 
himself. 

28. Armed with his mace the powerful 
Bhima moved about like a hawk and killed 
those twenty five thousand warriors. 

29. Having killed that heroic army 
Bhima, of great strength, whom it was 
difficult to defeat in battle, stood there with 
Dhristadyumna before him. 


go. The energetic Dhananjaya proceeded 
against the remaining car watriors of the 
Kuru army. 


31. Nakula, Sahadeva and Satyaki with 
great pleasure proceeded against Sakuni 
and killed the soldiers of Suvala’s son. 


32. Having killed with sharp arrows his 
cavalry and elephents they attacked 
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Sakuni himself upon which a great 
encounter took place. 


33. In the meantime proceeding against 
our car-warriors Dhananjaya twanged 
is bow Gandiva known all over the three 

worlds. 


34. Seeing his car drawn’by white horses 
and driven by Krishna himself and Arjuna 
standing on it your soldiers fled away in 
fear, 


35: „Twenty-five thousand foot soldiers, 
deprived of cars, were killed there with 
arrows (by Bhima and Dhristadyumna). 


36—37; Having killed them that best of 
men, the foremost of car-warriors, the 
heroic son of Panchala king Dhrista- 
dyumna again appeared in view with 
Bhima before him. That great bowman, 
the destroyer of his enemies, looked there 
exceedingly beautiful. 


38. Seeing Dhristadyumna’s car, drawn 
by horses white as pigeons and bearing 
a standard made of a Kavidara tree the 
Kuru soldiers fled away in dismay. 


39. Having pursued the light-handed 
king of Gandharvas the illustrious twins 
and Satyaki again appeared (amongst the 
Pandavas.) 

40. Having killed your ‘huge army 
Chikitan, Shikhandin and the five sons of 
Draupadi blew their conchs, 


41. Atthough they saw’ your soldiers 
flying away from the battle-ficld those 
heroes pursued them like bulls pursuing 
other angry bulls. 


42. Still seeing a portion of your army 
standing for battle Savyasachin was filled 
with anger. 


43. Drawing his bew Gandiva known 
all ever the three worlds the highly ener- 
getic Dhananjaya rushed against your car- 
warriors. 

44. All on a sudden he covered your 
soldiers with arrows. The dust covered the 
directions and nothing was descernible. 


45. When the earth was thus covered 
with dust and all the quarters were en- 
shrouded with darkness your soldiers; O 
king, fled away on all sides in dismay. j 


46. When his army was thus routed 
our son, the Kuru king, rushed against 
is enemies who were proceeding against 
him. 

47. Duryodhana then challenged all the 


Paudavas in battle as did the Asura ` 
the celestials in the days of yore, ga bali 


48. Thereat all the’ Pandava: 


rusted iu a body upon Duryodhan a 


a, hurled 


| various weapons and chastised him again 
and again, 


49, Worked up with anger, however, 
Duryodhana killed his enemies, in hundreds 
and thousands with keen arrows, 


5o. Wonderful was the prowess your 
| son exhibited on that occsion for alone and 
with none to help bhim he fought with all 
the Pandavas in a body. 


51. Duryodhana then saw that all his 
soldiers were assailed with wounds and 
about to flee but they had not gone very 
far from the scene of action. 


52. Rallying his soldiers, and cheering 
them up yovr son, who was bent upon keep- 
ing his honor, said. 


53. There is no spot on earth or on 
mountain, I see, where if you go the 
Pandavas will not kill you. What is the 
use of your flying away ? 


54. The Pandava army is very small 
| now, The two Krishnas have been assail- 
| ed with wounds. If we all stand for battle 
; we will surely win victory. 





55. If we however fly away disconcerted 
the sinsul Pandavas will pursue us and 
kill us all. It is better therefore that we 
sheuld die in battle. 


56. Happy is the death in the battle- 
field. Follow your Kshatriya duties and 
fight. The dead know no misery. ‘They 
however enjoy eternal bliss hereafter. 


57. Listen therefore, O Kshatriyas who 
have assembled here. | While ceath does 
not spare a herve or a coward what foolish 
Kshatriya is there who would not fight? 


58. Will you place yourselves under the 
power of our enemy Bhima? It is not 
; Proper that you should neglect tHe duties 
i followed by your fathers and grand-fathers. 
; 59- There js no sin greater to a Kshatrya 
| than üight from the battle-field, There 
is no more blessed road to heaven than 
battle ; killed in battle therefore, O Ksha- 
| triyas, enjoy heaven in no time. 





60, Though your son gave vent to those 
| words the Kurn soldiers greatly wounded 


fied away o Neh Base | a 
l speech. y on all sides caring not for his 





CHAPTER XCIV. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARVA.)—Contd, 
Sanjaya said :— 


I. Seeing your son busy about rallying 


2 
your soldiers the ki £ : 
himself with grief, sag Madras» beside 





=v 


KARNA 


Shalya said :— 


2—3. Look at this dreadful scene of 
action, O heroe, covered with numberless 
killed men, horses and elephants. Some 
places are covered with carcasses of huge 
mountain-like elephants, maimed and their 
vital parts wounded with shafts. ‘The 
armours, weapons, shiclds and swords of 
the lifeless warriors are lying on ell sides. 
They resemble huge mountains clapped 
with thunder, with trees, rocks and herbs 
dropping down from them on all sides. 


4. The bells, hooks, lances and standards 
with which these huge animals, were 
equipped have been scattered on the 
ground. ‘The bodies, which were adorned 
with golden trappings, are now covered 
with blood. Some places are covered with 
the carcasses of killed horses, mangled 
with arrows, breathing hard in agony and 
vomitting blood. 


5. Some of them are crying in agony, 
some of them are biting the earth with 
rolling eyes, and some are neighing pite- 
ously. A part of the battle-field is cover- 
ed with elephant warriors and horsemen 
thrown off their animals and car-warriors 
forcibly knocked down from their cars. 


6. Some of them are already and others 
areon the point of death. Covered with 
the dead bodiesof men, horses and ele- 
phants their trunks and limbs and broken. 
cars, the Earth looks awful like the great 
Vaitarint. 
elephants with shattered tusks, vomitting 
blood, crying piteously in anguish in the 
battle-fund, deprived of their armourless 
drivers and the infantry that protected 
them, with their quivers, banners and 
standards broken down and having their 
bodies that were adorned with nets of gold, 
wounded deep with the arrows of the 
enemy. 

8. Covered with the dead bodies of 
elephant warriors, horsemen and car- 
warriors of great repute and of foot soldiers 
killed while combating with one another, 
divested of armours, ornaments and wea- 
pons the Earth looked like the sky covered 
with clouds, 


g. Strewn with the heads and bodies of 
thousends of heroes wounded with arrows, 
all deprived of consciousness but some 
drawing vitality slowing, the Earth appear- 
ed to have been covered with extinguished 

res. 


10. Covered with the dead bodies cf 
Kuru and Srinjaya warriors wounded with 
arrows and killed by Karna and Arjuna 
the Earth appeared as if coyered with 





The Earth looks awful covered with | 





l 
a 
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shining planets dropped from the sky or 
looked like the sky bespangled with stars 
in the night. 


11. Cutting through the bodies of ele- 
phants, horses and men and putting out 
their vitality the arrows discharged by 
Karna and Arjuna entered into the carth 
like serpents entering into their holes with 
bent heads. 


12. The entire field was blackened with 
carcasses, corpses, broken cars and arrows 
shot by Partha and Karna. 


13—14. Well equipt cars were crushed 
by their arrows along with the warriors, 
weapons and standards, ‘Their wheels, 
joints, axles, yokes, Trivenus, Upaskaras, 
Amikarsanas, the seats of the drivers and 
the fixtures of quivers were all broken 
into pieces. Covered with all these the 
Earth looked like the sky covered with 
autumnal clouds. 


15. Riderless cars were dragged by 
quick-coursing horses. Men, elephants, 
and horses fled away inno time. And the 
army was thus completely routed. 


16. The battle-field was ‘strewn with 
maces, battle-axes, lances, clubs, mallets, 
unsheathed swords and maces covered with 
cloth of gold. 


17—20. It was covered with gold deck- 
ed bows, gold-winged arrows, bright and 
unsheathed swords of good metal, lances, 
scimitars shining like gold, umbrellas, fans, 
conchs, -armours, painted with beautiful 
flowers of gold, trappings of elephants, 
standards, car-fences, crowns, necklaces, 
arlands of corals and pearls, 
ornaments for the wrist and 
golden collars for the neck, 
various precious diamonds, jems and 
pearls, beautiful moon-like heads and 
bodies brought up in luxury. 


chaplets, 
upper arms, 


21. Leaving behind their mortal coils, 
luxurious pleasures and dresses, acquiring 


| glory by proving faithful to the duties of 


their caste they have gone with glory to 
the region of bliss. 


22. ‘Retreat Duryodhana. Let your 
troops retire. O king, run on to your 
camp. ‘Lhe sun is going down, Remen- 


ber Oking, that you are the root of all 
this.” 5 

23. Addressing these words to Duryo- 
dhana, Salya, with‘an aggrieved heart, 
stopped. Duryodhana too, greatly moved 
and beside himself with sorrow, with tears 
running down his eyes, wept for the 
charioteer’s son crying “O Karna, O 
Karna!” 


24. Consoling Duryodhana again and 
again all the kings headed by Drona’s son 
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returned to their camp looking repeatedly 
on Arjuna’s standard that was resplendant 
with his glory. 


25—26. Beiolding the earth that was 
saturated with blood coming out of the 
bodies of men, elephants and horses as 
if she were a courtezan clad in sable 

arments and golden ornaments, the 
iecucavas, who were bent upon going to 
the other world and who could not be re- 
cognized on account of tlreir faces being 
covered with blood, could not stand there 
in that critical moment. 


27. Worked up with sorrow on account 
of Karna’s destruction they all bewailed 
crying “Alas Karna! Alas!” ‘Then see- 
ing the sun assume crimson colour they 
all returned to their camps. 


28. Although killed and wounded with 
gold-winged arrows, whetted on stone and 
adorned with blood-dyed feathers, shot off 
the Gandiva, the hervic Karna lying on 
earth looked like the sun of bright rays. 


29. Having touched with his rays 
Karna’s body bathed in blood, and as- 
sumed a crimson appearance on account 
of grief the great sun, ‘ever kind to his 
votaries, proceeded to the other ocean for 
bathing. 


30. Thinking thus the:host of gods’and 
Rishis left the scene of action for their 
respective habitations. Other creatures 
also wended their way, as they liked, either 
for the celestial region or for the earth. 


gt. Having witnessed that wondrous 
encounter between Karna and Arjuna 
which struck terror unto all living creatures 
the leading Kuru heroes stricken with 
wonder and speaking highly (of the feat) 
proceeded (to their quarters.) ; 


32. “Although his coat of mail had been 
shattered with arrows, although he had 
been killed in that dreadful fight the 
beauty of his countenance did not forsake 
Radha's son even when dead. 


33. Every one saw that the body of the 
heroe resembled burning gold. It appeared 
to have been instinct with life and looked 
effulgent like the sun or fire. 


34. Seeing the charioteer’s son lying 
dead on the field of battle.all the warriors 
were stricken with fear like other animals 
at the sight of a lion. 3 


35. Although dead that best of men 
seemed ready to issue commands. Nothing 
was changed in that great heroe dead. 


36. Wearing a beautiful apparel and 
ssessing a charming neck Karna’s face 
Poked resplendent like the full moon. 


37» Bedecked with various ornaments, 


ee a 
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and golden Angadas, Vaikartana, albeit 
slain, lay on earth like a huge tree ema 
bellished with branches and twigs. 


38. There lay that best of men like a 
mass of pure gold or blazing fire extiu- 
guished with the water of Arjuna’s arrows, 


39. As a blazing fire is quenched by 
water so Karna „fire was extinguished by 
the Partha-like cloud in that battle. 


40. Having made a downpour of arrows 
and burnt the ten cardinal points that best 
of men with his sons was destroyed by 
Partha. He left the world but took away 
with him his fame which he had won on 
earth by fair fight. ‘ 


4I—42. Having scorched the Pandavas 
with the fire of his weapons, having made 
a down-pour of arrows and consumed the 
hostile armies and heated the world like 
the thousand rayed sun Vaikartana left the 
world with his sons and followers. 


43. Thus perished the heroe who was 
an all-giving tree unto the bird-like suitors. 
Begged by them he always said " I give” 
and never “I have not.” 


44. The virtuous always knew him to 
be pious. Such was Vrisha who died ina 
single combat. His wealth was always 
given tothe Brahmanas. There was no- 
thing not even his life which he could not 
make over to the Brahmanas, 


45. He was a darling of men, generous 
and a great car-warrior. Such a high- 
minded man met with death. 


46. Thus repaired to the celestial re- 
gion the heroe depending upon whom your 
son made enemies taking with him the 
hope of success and joy of the Kouravas. 


47. The rivers were calm when Karna 
fell. The sun set, with pale colour. 
Burning like fire or the sun, Soma’s son 
Mercury moved askance through the sky. 
48. The sky was cut into two Pieces. 
The earth roared Joudly. All the points of 
compass, covered with smoke, were as if 
set on fire. ‘he oceans were agitated and 
roared terribly. 
49. There shook the mountains with 
their forests and all the Creatures were 


pained. Assailing the constellation Rohini 
the planet Jupiter looked like the moon or 
the sun. 

50. At Karna’s death all the minor 
Points of compass were ablaze. The sky 
was enshrouded with darkness, The Earth 


urning meteors dropped. The 


Raksh : 
fille diwith op other night rangers were 


S! When with his razor- haped 
Arjuna cut off Karna’s head ues 








KARNA 


tndon-like cotintenartce all the denizens of 
heaven, sky and earth sent forth cries of 
Oh and Alas! 


52. Having killed his enemy Karna, 
adored of the celestials, men and 
Gandharvas Arjuna shone in his energy 
like the thousand-eyed deity after the 
destruction of Vritra. 

53—55. Then mounting their 
the rattle of which was Hke the muttering 
of clouds, whose bright colour was like the 
mid-day sun of autumn, which was 
decorated with flags and standards, which 
was white in colour like the snow, the 
moon, the conch or crystal, whose horses 
Were like those of Indra, those two fore- 
most of men Krishna and Arjuna, who 
were energetic like great Indra himself 
who wete embellished with gold, pearls, 
gems, diamonds and corals and who were 
effulgent like fire or the sun, moved on the 
battle-field with great force like Vishnu 
and Indra seated on the same car. 


56—57. Divesting per force the enemy 
of his splendour by the twang of the 
Gandivapow and the striking of palms, and 
destroying the Kurus with arrows the ape- 
bannered Arjuna and Garuda-bannered 
Krishna, gifted with measureless prowess, 
those two best of men joyfully tock up, with 
their hanes, their snow white conchs 
sending forth loud peals, adorned with 
gold and:blew them simultaneously striking 
terror unto the hearts of their enemies. 


58. The sounds of Panchajanya and 
Devadatta filled the earth, the sky and 
heaven. 


59. At the blare of Madhava’s corch as 
well as that of Arjuna’s all the Kaurayas, 
O king, were stricken with fear. 


60. Resounding the woods, mountains, 
tivers and cardinal poinis with the blare 
of their) conchs and filling up your soldiers 
with terror those two foremost of men 
gladdened Yudhisthira. 


61. No sooner the Kauravas heard the 
the blare of the conchs than they speedily 
left the battle-field leaving behind them 
the king of Madras and the Bharata chief 
Duryodhana. 


62. Then all the creatures in a body 
congratulated Dhananjaya who was 
shining in the battle-field and Janarddana, 
those two foremost of men who were like 
two risen suns. 

63. Pierced with Karna’s arrows those 
two repressors of foes shone like the bright 
moon of many rays Shad iho Sua aitci 
dispelliag darkness. 

64. Then leaving off those arrows those 
two great heroes of incomparable prowess, 


chariot | 





‘of the 


PARVA. 569 


encircled by their well-wishers and friends, 
teturned to their camp like the Lords 
Indra and Vishnu. 


65. After Karna had been killed in 
that dreadful encounter, the celestials, 
Gandharvas, men, Cbharanas, Rishis, 
Yakshas and Nagas respectfully offered 
adorations to Krishna and Arjuna and 
wished them success. 


66. Having received all their friends 
with due honor and been praised by them 
for their heroic deeds those heroes enjoyed 
in the company of their friends like the 
king of gods and Vishnu after the destruc- 
tion of Bali. 


CHAPTER XCV. 
(KARNABADHA PARVA)—conid. 


Sanjaya said :— 

1. On Karna being slain, all the 
Kauravas, stricken with fear, fled away 
in all directions looking vacantly. 


2. Hearing that the heroic Karna had 
been killed by his enemy your soidiers, 
overcome with fear, fled away on all sides. 


2 


3: Then the Kuru leaders anxiously 
desired to rally your troops and your son 
also tried to cheek their flight. 


4. Ejcircled by the remaining portion 
e Narayana troops Kritavarma 
speedily proceeded to his camp. 


5. Seeing Adhiratha’s son killed Shakuni 
surrounded by a thousand Ghandarvas, 
quickly retutned to his camp. 


6. Encircled by a large elephant force 
resembling a mass of clouds Saradwata’s 
son Kripa quickly went towards his camp. 


7- Sighing heavily at the success of the 
Pandavas, the brave Ashwathama quickly 
went to his camp. 


8. Encircled by the remaining portion 
of the Samsaptakas which was still a large 
army, Susarma, looking at the terror- 
stricken soldiers, went away. 


9. Deprived of every thing, and his 
heart heavily laden with sorrow and 
afflicted by painful thoughts king Duryo- 
dhana went away. 

Io. Having his sta 
looking on all sides, 
warriors, returned to his camp. 


tr. Assailed with fear and sham 

1 t e and 
beside themselves with grief the remaining 
car warriors of the Bharata army, stilla 
large number, fled away. 


ndard broken and 
Salya, the best of car- 
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a rhe 
12. Secing Karna slain all the Kuru ro. He then said to Panah umna, 

soldiers, trembling and with their voice Mauemanyu Gentin sons of Madii; 

suppressed with tears, fled away precepi- ; Vrikodara an uyudhana. 

tuously in fear. | it. “Stand you all here carefully, O 

13. The great car-warriors of the Kuru | kings, till we come back having cammini- 
army fled away in fear some praising | cated to the king the destruction of Karna 
Karna and others Arjuna. by Arjuna. 

14, Amongst sthe’ many thousand 12. Having been thus penmitied by 
warriors of your army thcre was not a those warriovs he started for the camp of 
single individual who had any desire for | the King.. Govind, then, with Partha, saw 
fighting. Yudhisthira! 


15. Upon the destruction of Karna, O 13. Secing them cheerful and with great 
king, the Kurus gave up all hopes of their | wounds on their persons Beetles 
lives, kingdom, wives and riches. | thought that the son of Radha was dead 

16. Worked up with sorrow your son | and speedily got up from his seats 
decided to give them rest for the night. | 14. Having gat up from his seat that 

1,- Obeying iy orders, O king, the | repressor of his enemies, the king of mighty 
great car-warriors, bending low their heads, | arms, again aud PEA neked Agena and 
left the battle-field depressed _and with, pale | Krishna in his loving gu reo N he 
counlenances, z | asked Krishna about particulars (of Karna’s 

i death). 


15. Then the sweet-speeched son of 
Vasudeva, the scion of the Yadu race, des- 
CHAPTER XCVI. cribed Karna’s ceath exactly in every 


detail. 
(KARNA-BADHA PARYA)—contd. 16. Joining his hands and addressing 
s `; ee Yudhisthira, whose enemies had been 
Sanjaya said: 5 5 killed, Krishna alias Achyuta, smilingly 
#. After the destruction of Karna‘and aay 


the flight of the Kuru soldiers Krishna, z 
embracing Partha in delight, said, 17—-18. “ By good fortune, the holder 
: p | of the Gandiva bow, Pandu’s son Vriko- 
2 ANRA san ilee b die holdeniol tian eure andthe ces f Madri 
hunder-bolt and Karna ‘has been killed | 047 Yourselt and the two sons H LEGI 
thun 0] 1 Sa A are all safe from this heroe-destroying and 
by you. They will simultaneously talk of hair-stirring battle. Do what should next 
; pa 5 ; attle. 
the destruction of Vritra and Karna. ; be done, O son of Pandu. The powerful 
3» Vritra was killed by Indra with | son of the charivteer alias Vaikartana has 
thunder and Karna has been killed by you | been killed. 
with bow and keen arrows, 


; 19. By good luck, O king of kings, you 
4. Proceed, O Kunti’s son, and des- have achieved victory, and by good antes 


cribe to the righteous king Yudhisthira | you have gained over others, © son of 
your power capable of earning fame for | Pandu. í 

you and ch ig known-in the worlds. | 20. ‘Nhe Earth is drinking 

5. Having given an account of the death blood of the ch 

of Karna, for which you had been trying | 
for many yeats, to the virtuous king Yudhis- 
thira, you will be freed from your debt i 
to him. é : 21. Wounded all over with? arrows, 


A he à your enemy, O foremost of Kurus ie 1c: s 
5 Wehl A UG fgliing with Karna | Prostrate on the naked ach Si RL 
Dharma’s son came here for witnessing | that best of men ma nits Sees 
angled arrow 
the battle. angled with arrows, 


7 22. O Heroe, rule no igilz ) 
7- Wounded deep with arrows he could | €arth shorn of your Gath laol ute 
not stay in the battle-field and that. best us all pleasures of life.” Joy with 
of men returned to his tent, ` \ 


. . 23. Hearing the words fe 
8. Partha acquiesed in the request | Keshava Yudhisthira cheer rail as ae 
of the Yadu chief who then cheertully | in return and repeatedly said Co, di ck! 
turned his car. F y sä Sood luck ! 


a | Good Juck w 
"9. Having thus-accosted Arjuna Krishna | 

resed the soldiers, saying :—' Bless- 

ings unto you all. Stand, confronting the 
elleniies carcfuily.”’ 


À to day the 
arioteer's son, the wretch 
ofa man who had laughed at Draupadi 
won at the game of dice, 


24. ‘It is no wonder O mi : 
5 Mirhty-arme 
son of Devaki, tha ie shty-armed 


thaving yoursell for bi 
ion o se s 
charioteer Partha should “perform these 
super-human feats,” ` 


KARNA 


25. Then taking hold of Keshava’s 
irght arm bedecked with Angadds and ad- 
dressing him and Arjuna the righteous son 
of Pritha said. 


26. ‘Narada told me that you two are 
the two foremost of divine Rishis Nara 
and Narayana ever engaged in maintain- 
ng virtue. 

27. The highly intelligent and blessed 
Krishna Dwaipayana Vyasa has also re- 


counted to me several times this divine j 
history. 
28. By your help, O Krishna, this son 


of Pandu, Dhananjaya, has defeated his 
enemics, without ever retreating from the 
battle-field. 


29. Since you have condescended to 
drive Partha’s chariot we are sure to win 
victory and not defeat,” 

30—31. Having said this the impartial 
king Yudhisthira, that foremost of men, 
got upon his chariot. It was adorned with 
gold and drawn by horses having black 
and ivory white tails and quick-coursing 
like mind. And talking pieasantly with 
Krishna and Arjuna he started, surrounded 
by his troops for seeing the battle-field 
teeming with many incidents. 


32. While talking with those two Feroes 
Madhava and Phalguna the king saw 
Karna, the foremost of men, lying on the 
battle-field. 


33. The king saw Karna pierced all 
over with shafts like a Kadamva flower with 
straight filaments shooting up all over. 

34. 
thousand 
scented oil. 


35—36. “Having seen Karna and his 
son killed and wonnded with arrows shot 
oil the Gandiva Yudhisthira looked again 
and againat them before he could believe 
his eyes. He then praised Krishna and į 
Arjuna saying, i 


lighted up bya 
lamps filled with 


He saw Karna 
of golden 


37. " Having got you, highly: wise as 
you are, as my lord and protector, I am 
O Govinda, the king of earth with my 
brothers. 


38—42. Hearing of the destruction of | 
the haughty son of Radha the wicked son | 
of Dhritarastra will give up all hopes of - 
his life and kingdom. By your favour, 
O foremost of men, we have achieved our 
object. By good luck, you have won victory, 
© Govinda. By good luck, the enemy has 
been killed and by good luck the holder of 
the Gandiva bow has been crowned with 
success. ‘Thirteen years we have spent in 
misery and vigilance. By thy favour we 
will now sleep peacefully in night,” 


25 





! and best of Sanhitas, 


PARVA. 571 


In this way the king praised Janar- 
ddana and Arjuna. 


43. Seeing Karna and his son slain 
with arrows Yudhisthira considered himself 
as if born anew. 


44. Overflowing with joy all the car- 
warriors of the Pandava army approached 
Yudhisthira and delighted him. 


45—46. After the death of the chario- 
teer's son, Nakula, Sahadeva, Bhima, 
the great Vrishni car-warrior Satyaki, 
Dhristadyumna, Shikhandi, Panchalas, 
Srinjayas and other Pandava warriors 
adored the son of Kunti. 


47-49. First speaking highly of Pandu’s 
sən Yudhisthira, those heroes, who 
always took delight in battle, disirous of 


| viccory and of sureness of aim, eulogised 


the two Krishnas. These great car-war- 
riors delightedly returned to their camps. 
Thus took place the dreadful, hair-stirring 
onslaught on account of your vile policy. 
Why do you grieve for it ncw. 

50. Hearing that evil news the Kuru 
king Dhritarastra fell down all on a sudden 
on the ground from his seat. 


5t. The far-seing queen Ghandhari 
too fell down. And she bewailed for the 
destruction of Karna in battle. 


Vidura and Sanjaya then raised 


52. 
The Kuru 


up the king and consoled him. 
ladies also raised up Gandhari. 


54. Thinking destiny to be all powerful 
the Royal Rishi lost his senses under the 
weight of grief. 

55- His heart pining with sorrow and 
anxiety the king did not swoon away again. 
And consoled by them he sat silent indulg- 
ing in melancholy reveries. 

He who reads the account of this 


56. 
encounter between Karna and 


great 


| Partha, like unto a great sacrifice, and he 


who hears it read, both reap the fruits of a 
great sacrifice duly performed. 


57. The learned hold that the eternae 
Vishnu, Agni, Vayu, Soma and Surya is 
sacrifice. He who will therefore here recitl 
these Parvans will attain to every blissful 
regions. 

58. Those who devoutly read his holy 
rejoice acquiring 
riches, corns and glory. 

59. Every one should therefore hear it 
reverentially He who does it enjoys 
happiness and Vishnu, Brahma and Siva 
are propitiated with him. 


6o. By reading it a Brahmana reaps 
the fruit of the Vedic studies, a Kshatrya 
obtains victory and strength in battle, a 






Vaishya immense riches and Sudra heaith 
and immunity from ailments. 
eae 61. The illustrious Vishnu has been 
+S glorified in this Parvan: therefore by 
reading or hearing it recited aman becomes 
happy and acquires all desired-for objects. 





MAHABHARATA, 


These words of the great Rishi 
isscuards.o g ishi Vyasa can 


62. The merit acquired by listeni 

Bea te z as. inang to 
the recitation of this Parvan i~ ETIT 
tw what is obtained by giving away good 
kine with calves incessantly tor a year, 


[Enp or Karna Parva.] 
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